Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  Hbrary  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


THE  FAUNA  OF  BRITISH  INDIA, 


INCLUDING 


CEYLON   AND   BURMA. 


Published  uitdsr  the  authobitt  of  the  Secbetaby  of 

State  fob  India  in  Council, 


EDITED  BY  W.  T.  BLAXFORD. 


B I  EDS— Vol  IV. 

BY 

W.  T.  BLANFORD,  F.R.S. 


LONDON: 

TAYLOR  AND  FRANCIS,  RED  LIOX  COURT,  FLEET  STREET. 

CALCUTTA :  |  BOMB  A  Y : 

TUACKES,  8PIXE,  &  CO.  |  THACKER  &  CO.,  LI3CITED. 

BERLIN : 
B.  FRIEDLAXDEE  k.  SOHN,  11  CARLSTRASSB. 

1898. 


PBINTKD  BY  TAYLOR  AND  VB 


PREFACE. 


Thb  Vertebrate  animals  of  British  India  have  novf  been 
described  for  the  first  time  in    a  single   uniform  series, 
consisting  of  eight  volumes,  of  which  this   is   the  last  to 
appear.     The  work  comprises  two  volumes  on   Fishes  by 
the  late  Dr.  F.  Day,  one  on  Reptiles  and  Batrachians  by 
Mr.  G.  Boulenger,  and  two  on  Birds  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Gates ; 
the  remaining  two  volumes  of  Birds  and  one  on  Mammals, 
together  with  the  editing  of  the  whole,  having  been  my  own 
contribution  to  the  undertaking.     Five  volumes  on  Inverte- 
brata — four  on  the  Moths  of  British  India  by  Sir   G.  F. 
HampsoD,  and  one  on  the  Hymenoptera  by  Colonel  C.  T. 
Bingham — have  also  been  published  on  the  same  plan.     The 
work  has  fully  occupied  me  during  the  fifteen  years  that 
have  now  elapsed  since  my  retirement  from  Indian  service ; 
but  the  completion  of  the  Vertebrate  series  would  not  have 
been  practicable  without  the  valuable   cooperation  of  the 
able  naturalists  already  mentioned. 

This  volume  contains  the  Pigeons,  the  Gallinaceous  birds, 
and  the  numerous  tribes  commonly  classed  together  as 
Waders  and  Swimming  birds.  It  thus  includes  all  the  Game 
Birds,  both  of  land  and  water — an  arrangement  which  may 
be  found  convenient,  although  good  separate  works  on  the 
subject  exist,  containing  fuller  details  than  are  consistent 
with  the  limits  of  the  present  publication.     One  part  of  a 
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work  on  the  Game  Birds  of  India  by  Mr.  Gates,  the  author 
of  the  first  two  volumes  of  Birds  in  the  present  series,  has 
just  appeared,  too  late  for  references  to  it  to  be  inserted  in 
the  appendix  to  this  volume. 

The  classification  adopted  for  the  Birds  was  explained  in 
the  Preface  to  the  third  volume.  The  sequence  of  the 
Grders  is  to  some  extent  a  matter  of  convenience, — it  would 
have  been  equally  correct  to  have  commenced  this  volume 
with  the  Steganopodes  and  Herodiones,  as  the  nearest  allies 
of  the  Accipitrine  birds  described  at  the  end  of  the  last. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  natural  to  place  the  Pigeons  as  near 
to  the  Cuckoos  and  Gwls  as  possible.  The  arrangement  here 
employed  has  been  preferred  chiefly  because  it  more  nearly 
resembles  Jerdon's,  with  whose  work  Indian  naturali^^^ts  have 
now  been  familiar  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  there- 
fore likely  to  be  found  more  convenient. 

The  keys  to  genera  and  species  in  this  and  other  volumes 
are  intended  solely  to  assist  in  the  determination  of  specimens, 
and  do  not  necessarily  depend  on  the  characters  of  the  greatest 
importance,  nor  do  the  generic  keys  always  serve  for  species 
not  found  in  India. 

The  English  names  used  by  Jerdon  have  been  retained, 
except  when  they  differ  from  those  commonly  used  in 
England,  or  when  they  have  been  found  to  be  no  longer 
appropriate,  owing  either  to  improved  knowledge  of  the 
bird^s  affinities  or  to  the  discovery  of  additional  species. 
Thus  such  names  as  Shell  Ibis  and  Pelican  Ibis  cannot  be 
retained  now  that  we  find  that  the  birds  to  which  thev  are 
applied  are  not  Ibises  but  Storks;  and  it  is  a  mistake  to  employ 
any  longer  the  term  of  "The  Golden  Plover  ''  for  Charadrivs 
fulvus, -when  we  know  that  the  true  Golden  Plover  of  Europe, 
C,  pfuriaiis,  is  sometimes  a  visitor  to  India. 

The  number  of  Indian  birds  regarded  as  distinct  species 
in   the    present    work,   including    the    nine    added   in   the 
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Appendix^  amounts  to  1626.  Jerdon^  from  a  much  smaller 
area^  described  1016.  Hume^s  Catalogue  of  1879  contained 
1788  entries^  of  which  he  rejected  106  and  regarded  7*4  as 
doubtful,  leaving  1608^  or  nearly  the  same  as  the  present 
enumeration.  The  precise  number  of  species  is  naturally 
dependent  on  a  personal  factor^  some  writers  being  more 
liberal  than  others  in  admitting  the  claims  to  specific  rank 
of  races  which  are  distinguished  by  small  differences  of 
plumage  or  measurement,  or  which  are  connected  by  inter- 
vening links  with  the  typical  form.  Such  races  or  sub- 
species, as  they  are  called,  have  not,  as  a  rule,  been  separately 
numbered  and  described  in  the  present  work,  but  they  have 
received  due  notice  and  their  characters  have  been  explained. 

A  very  considerable  part  of  the  present  work  is  founded 
on  the  Catalogue  of  Birds  in  the  British  Museum,  and  on 
the  specimens  preserved  in  the  Museum  Collections.  It  is 
difficult  to  exaggerate  the  obligations  of  both  Mr.  Oates 
and  myself  to  Dr.  R.  Bowdler  Sharpe  and  Mr.  W.  Ogilvie 
Grant,  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  Bird  Department.  In 
several  cases  the  labour  of  compiling  this  and  other  volumes 
has  been  lightened  by  access  to  unpublished  parts  of  the 
Museum  Catalogue. 

Prof.  Newton's  most  useful  'Dictionary  of  Birds'  has 
often  furnished  valuable  information,  and  has  occasionally 
prevented  mistakes  from  being  made;  wliiUt  for  anatomical 
information  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  H.  Gadow's  con- 
tributions to  the  Dictionary  and  to  his  share  of  Bronn's  great 
work.  Some  important  details  have  also  been  personally 
communicated  by  Dr.  Gadow  and  Mr.  Beddard. 

In  addition  to  the  many  friends  in  India  who  have 
contributed  to  the  previous  volumes,  thanks  are  due  to 
Mr.  F.  Finn  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Butler,  both  of  whom  have  sent 
valuable  notes.  In  this  volume,  as  in  the  last,  Mr.  Gates's 
notes  have  been  of  great  service,  and  he  has  added  important 
information  on  some  of  the  Birds  of  Upper  Burma. 
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The  woodcuts  illustrating  all  four  volumes  are  the  work 
of  Mr.  P.  J.  Smit^  except  in  a  very  few  cases^  when  the 
origin  of  the  cuts  is  acknowledged. 

Lastly^  I  would  express  a  hope  that  the  series  of  volumes 
on  Indian  Vertebrata  now  concluded  may  contribute  to  a 
fuller  knowledge  of  the  animals  inhabiting  the  country  and 
may  facilitate  the  study  of  them^  and  by  so  doing  fulfil  the 
design  with  which  this  work  was  undertaken. 

W.  T.  BLANFOBD. 

March  Ist,  1^98. 
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2  coirMBJS. 

The  priucipal  external  characters  of  the  order  are  the  follow- 
ing : — The  upper  xnandihle  consists  of  two  parts  ;  the  tip,  which  is 
swollen,  hara,  and  convex,  and  the  hasal  portion,  which  is  soft, 
heing  covered  hy  skin  in  which  the  longitudinal  slit-like  nostrils 
open.  Toes  always  four  in  numher,  and  on  the  same  level ;  no 
web  between  the  toes,  but  the  sole  is  considerably  expanded  in  the 
more  typically  arboreal  forms,  and  much  narrower  in  those  that 
seek  their  food  on  the  ground.  Aftershaft  rudimentary  or  want- 
ing. Spinal  feather-tract  well  defined  on  the  neck  and  forked  in 
the  interscapular  region.  Primaries  11 ;  fifth  secondary  wanting 
(aquincubital).     The  numher  of  tail-feathers  varies. 

The  palate  is  schizognathous,  the  nasals  schizorhinal  ;  basi- 
pterygoid  processes  present  (except  in  the  extinct  Dodo).  Cervical 
vertebras  15.  The  sternum  has  generally  two  deep  notches  on 
each  side  of  the  posterior  margin.     Furcula  U-shaped. 

Deep  plantar  tendons  as  in  GalHnce,  The  ambiens  muscle,  as 
in  Parrots,  is  sometimes  present,  sometimes  absent ;  the  femoro- 
caudal,  semitendinosus  and  accessory  semitendinosus  are  always 
present,  and  the  accessory  femoro-caudal  in  all  except  the  Australian 
genus  LopholfFmus,  The  oil-gland  is  nude  or  wanting ;  caeca  and 
gall-bladder  are  present  in  some  gtfuera,  absent  in  others.  Both 
carotids  are  present. 

All  Pigeons  are  phytophagous,  the  majority  living  on  fruit  or 
seeds.  J'hey  are  monogamous  and  pair  for  life.  The  majority 
make  a  nest  on  trees,  a  few  on  rocks  or  in  holes ;  the  nest  is  a 
platform  of  twigs  or  grass,  without  lining,  simple  in  structure  and 
very  loosely  put  together.  The  eggs  in  the  great  majority  of 
species  are  two  in  number.  Some  genera,  as  Carpophaga,  Caloenas, 
and  Ahocomus^  lay  a  single  egg.  The  eggs  are  white,  oval,  and 
usually  glossy.  The  young  emerge  from  the  egg  naked  and  unable 
to  run,  and  they  do  not  go  through  a  downy  stage ;  they  remain 
in  the  nest  for  a  long  time,  and  are  fed  by  the  parents  with  a 
secretion  from  the  crop. 

An  excellent  Catalogue  of  the  Pigeons  by  Count  T.  Salvador! 
has  just  been  published  by  the  Briiixh  Museum;  from  this  work 
the  majority  of  the  above  details  are  taken.  The  classification  of 
the  order  is,  however,  an  extremely  difficult  subject ;  the  anatomical 
data  are  not  satisfactory  and  often  conflict  with  the  external 
characters.  The  order  is  divided  into  two  suborders,  of  which  one 
{Did'*)  is  now  extinct;  the  other  is  divided  by  Salvador!,  external 
characters  only  being  regarded,  into  five  families,  three  of  which  ' 
have  Indian  representatives.  I  am,  however,  unwilling  to  accord 
the  rank  of  families  to  groups  only  distinguished  by  details  of 
plumage  and  small  differences  in  the  shape  of  the  foot ;  and  I  shall 
acoordi:;giy  leave  all  Indian  Pigeons  and  Doves  in  a  single  family. 
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Family  COLUMBID^. 

Even  the  subfamilies  of  the  Indian  Pigeons  are  founded  on 
distinctions  several  of  which  are  usually  regarded  as  not  more  than 
generic.  It  is  rather  in  deference  to  the  usual  practice  than  from 
conviction  of  their  real  existence  that  some  of  the  follownug  sub- 
families are  adopted.  The  characters  given  do  not  always  apply 
to  birds  not  found  in  India. 

No  ambiens  muscle,  oil-gland,  or  intestinal 
c«ca  ;  tarsus  shorter  than  the  middle 
toe  without  claw  :  14  tail-feathers  ; 
general  coloration  lierht  green,  a  con- 
spicuous yellow  band  on  the  greater 
wing-coverts   Trti^oniiuw^  p.  3. 

No  ambiens  muscle  or  intestinal  caeca ;  oil- 
gland  present ;  tarsus  longer  than  middle 
toe  ;  14  tail-feathers  ;  plumas:e  dull, 
banded  in  parts.     Size  very  small    ....      Geopeliiiuv,  p.  51. 

Ambiens  and   oil-glnnd   present,   no  caeca ; 
tarsus  shorter  than  middle  toe  :  14  tail- 
feathers.     Size  large,  exceeding  that  of  [p.  18. 
common  pigeon .^ Carjwphagince, 

Ambiens  and  oil-^land  present,  no  caeca ; 
tarsus  longer  than  middle  toe  ;  12  tail- 
feathers  ;  plumnge  with  highly  metallic 
lustre  :  long  neck-hackles Cahroadincf^  p.  24. 

Ambiens  and  oil-gland  present,  no  caeca; 
tarsus  moderate ;  12  tail-feathers ;  wing- 
coverts  and  back  only  metallic  green ; 
no  neck-hackles Phahin<B,  p.  26. 

Ambiens,  oil-gland,  and  caeca  present ;  tarsus 
variable  ;  12  tail-feathers  ;  no  neck- 
hackles    Columhince,  p.  2S, 


Subfamily  TRERONIN^E. 

These  are  the  Gre^n  Pigeons  of  India,  and  may  be  at  once 
recognized  by  their  yellowish-green  plumage,  often  with  patches  of 
lilac  or  chestnut  on  the  mantle.  There  is  always  a  bright  yellow 
band,  sometimes  two,  on  the  larsrer  wing-coverts ;  there  are  fourteen 
tail-feathers ;  the  tarsus  is  considerably  shorter  than  the  middle  toe 
without  claw,  and  has  its  upper  portion  covered  with  feathers. 
The  soles  of  the  toes  are  much  expanded,  being  considerably 
broader  than  the  toes  themselves.      The  shprt  tarsus  and  broad 
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soles  are  adaptations  for  perching,  and  are  found  in  Pigeons  that 
live  chiefly  or  wholly  on  trees. 

This  subfiimily  inhabits  the  tropical  and  subtropical  regions  of 
the  Old  World.  Five  out  of  seven  genera  are  Indian.  All  are 
purely  fruit-eating  birds,  living  on  trees,  and  generally  keeping  in 
flocks ;  and  all  are  good  birds  for  the  table. 

Key  to  the  Oenera, 

a.  Tail  square  or  slightly  rounded ;  3rd  primary 

sinuate  on  inner  web. 
ft'.  Horny  part  of  bill  does  not  extend  to 
frontal  featheni. 
a".   Homy    part    of-  bill  less    than  \  of 
culmen. 
a*.  Pirst  three  primaries  acuminate ;  sexes 

alike  Cbocopus,  p.  4. 

6^.  First  three  primaries  not  acuminate; 

sexes  dissimilar Osmotbebon,  p.  7. 

b".  Horny  part  of  bill  more  than  }  of 

culmen ;  bill  very  deep  and  thick  ....     Butrebon,  p.  13. 
//'.  Ilomv  part  of  bill  extends  back  to  frontal 

featners Tberon,  p.  14. 

b.  Tail  prraduated,  much  rounded  or  wedge- 

shaped;  drd  primary  not  sinuate Sphenocebcus,  p.  15. 


Genus  CBOCOPUS,  Bonap.,  1854. 

This  genus  contains  the  common  Green  Pigeons  of  India  and 
Burma.  The  bill  is  stout,  the  soft  basal  portion  nearly  as  long  as 
the  rhamphotheca  or  homy  terminal  part ;  tip  well  curved.  "Wings 
long  and  pointed,  the  first  three  primaries  acuminate,  the  third 


Fig.  2.  —Primaries  of  Cracopiu  chhroyader,     j. 


quill  with  the  inner  mai^n  deeply  sinuate  about  the  middle  of  its 
length.     Tail  nearly  square,  or  the  middle  feathers  rather  shorter 
than  the  outer ;  under  taiUco verts  about  three-quarters  the  length 
of  the  reotrices.     Sexes  alike,  or  nearly  so. 
There  are  but  two  species,  both  Indian. 
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Key  to  the  Species. 

«.  Upper  breast  greenish  yellow ;  lower  breast 

and  abdomen  ashy  prey C.  phantcopterugy  p.  5. 

h.  Whole  breast  and  abdomen  yellowish  green .     C.  chlorogaster^  p.  6. 

1271.  CrocopnB  phOBnicopterus.     The  Bengal  Oreen  Pigeon. 

Columba  pboenicoptera,  Lath.  Ind.  Om.  ii,  p.  697  (1790). 
Columba  militaria,  Temm.  Pigeons^  pi.  1  (n«c  pi.  2)  (1808). 
Columba  hardwickii|  Gray  in  Grtff.  An.  Kingd,  viii,  pi.  291  (1829). 
Treron  phoenicoptera,  Bh/th^  J.  A,  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  849 ;  id.  Cat.  p.  229. 
Treron  viridifrons,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  849  (1845) ;  id.  Cat. 

p.  228;  Blanford,  Ibis,  1870,  p.  469. 
Crocopus  phoenicoptenis,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  lii,  p.  447  ;  Beavan,  Ibif^ 

1868,  p.  370;  Godw.-Awt.  J.  A.   S.  B.   xxxix,  pt  2,  p.  272; 

McMaeter,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xl,pt.  2,  p.  214;  IJoyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  414; 

Adam^  8.  F.  i,  p.  390;  BaU,  S.  F.  ii,p.  423;  Hume,  N.  ij-  E. 

p.  491 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  2 ;  Cripps,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  29*$ ;  Hume, 

Cat,  no.  772  ;  -&w//y,  5.  F.  viii,  p.  339 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E. 

2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  370 ;  ScJoadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  26. 
Crocopus  viridifrons,  Jerdon,    B.  I.  iii,  p.  449;   Hume,  S.  F,  iii, 

p.  161 ;  Godw.'Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  Ill;  xlv,  pt.  2, 

p.  83 ;  Bb/th  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  143 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F. 

vi,  p.  410 ;  Anderson,  Yunnan  Exped.,  Aves,  p.  6(>4 ;  Hume,  Cat. 

no.  773  bis;  Bingham,  S.  F.  ix,  p,  194 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  307 ; 

Hume,  S.  F  xi,  p.  290 ;  Sahadon,  t.  c.  p.  28. 

Haridl,  H. ;  Haitha,  Assamese ;  Ngu,  Bom-ma-di,  Burm. 

Coloration.  Occiput  and  nape,  with  ear-coVerts,  dark  grey ;  lores, 
forehead,  cheeks,  chin,  throat,  upper  breast,  and  neck  all  round 
greenish  yellow,  becoming  deeper  on  the  upper  breast  and  still 
darker  and  tinged  with  olive  on  the  hind  neck ;  an  ashy-grey  collar 
round  the  base  of  the  neck;  back,  rump,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and 
most  of  the  wing-coverts  yellowish  olive-green,  growing  grey  in 
general,  but  not  always,  on  the  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts ;  smaller 
wing-coverts  near  the  bend  of  the  wing  lilac;  quills  blackish, 
narrowly  edged  with  yellow  outside,  greater  coverts  with  broader 
yellow  outer  borders ;  terminal  half  of  tail  dove-grey,  basal  half 
yellowish  green  above,  black  beneath  ;  lower  breast,  abdomen,  and 
whole  inner  surface  of  wings  light  ashy  grey,  contrasting  sharply 
with  the  yellow  upper  breast,  but  becoming  tinged  with  yellow 
towards  the  vent;  tibial  plumes  pure  yellow;  lower  flanks  dark 
green,  with  broad  yellowish-white  edges ;  under  tail-coverts  dull 
chestnut,  with  buff  tips. 

Females  are  slightly  smaller,  and  the  lilac  patch  on  the  wing  is, 
as  a  rule,  less  extensive. 

Softparts  of  bill  greenish,  hard  parts  bluish  white  ;  iris  blue,  with 
an  outer  circle  of  pink ;  legs  orange-yellow ;  claws  bluish  (Gates). 

Length  about  13  inches,  tail  4*5,  wing  7*5,  tarsus  1,  bill  from, 
gape  1 ;  in  females,  length  12*5,  wing  7*2. 

Distribution.  Along  the  base  of  the  Himalayas  as  far  west  as  the 
Jumna,  scattered  over  the  Eastern  Punjab  and  Northern  India 
generally,  but  less  commonly  than  the  next  species ;  occurring 
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exclusively  in  Lower  Bengal  and  to  the  eastward  in  Assam,  and 
throughout  Burma,  Cochin  China,  and  Siam. 

The  Burmese  hird  is  generally  distinguished  as  C  viridifrons,  hut 
this  is,  I  think,  an  incorrect  interpretation  of  the  facts.  There  are 
in  the  Indian  Empire  two  perfectly  well-marked  species — C.phopni" 
copterus,  as  described  by  Latham,  with  an  ashy-grey  lower  breast  and 
abdomen  and  with  green  on  the  forehead  and  tail;  and  C.chlorofjaster, 
with  the  lower  breast  and  abdomen  greenish  yellow  like  the  upper 
breast  and  throat,  and  with  (normally)  no  green  on  the  forehead  or 
tail.  But  throughout  Northern  India  both  these  birds  occur  and  also 
numerous  intermediate  forms,  and  as  these  intermediate  forms  are 
well  known  from  occurring  in  the  best-explored  region,  they  ha\e 
come  to  be  regarded  as  typical  phcenicopterua^  and  the  more  cha- 
racteristic Burmese  birds  have  been  distinguished  as  viridifrotiSy  on 
account  of  their  having  rather  more  yellowish  green  on  the  tail  and 
forehead  and  a  grey  rump.  Not  one  of  the  distinctions  is  constant, 
there  being  for  instance  specimens  of  green-nimped  birds  from 
Thayet  Myo,  Pegu,  Toungoo,  and  Cochin  China  in  the  British 
Museum  collection. 

Habits^  ^r.  The  common  Green  Pigeons  of  India  and  Burma  are 
usually  seen  in  flocks,  which  feed  on  fruit  (the  tigs  of  the  banyan 
tree  for  instance),  and  may  often  be  recognized  by  their  peculiar, 
rather  musical  call.  They  alwuys  perch  on  trees,  and  resemble  the 
foliage  so  closely  in  colour  that  it  is  often  almost  impossible  to  see 
them  unless  they  move,  and  even  then  difficult  to  watch  t  hem.  They 
are  occasionally  caged  for  the  sake  of  their  notes.  The  breeding 
season  is  from  Ainrch  to  June,  and  they  lay,  like  so  many  other 
pigeons,  two  oval  white  glossy  eggs  on  a  loosely-constructed  plat- 
form of  small  sticks,  without  any  lining,  and  placed  on  the  branch 
of  a  tree.    The  eggs  measure  about  1*25  by  '95. 

According  to  Jerdon  the  next  species  (the  habits  of  both  are 
identical)  comes  to  the  banks  of  rivers  in  flocks  about  9  a.m.  to 
drink,  but  Hume  (S.  F.  x,  p.  59)  doubts  whether  they  ever  drink, 
and  I  cannot  recollect  seeing  them  do  so. 

1272.  Crocopns  Chlorogaster.     Tlu  Southern  Green  I^'aeon, 

Vinago  chlorigaster,  /V/yM,  J,  A,  S.  B.  xii,  p.  l(J7note  (ISW). 

TriMOu  jerdoni,  Strickland,  A.  M.  iV.  J£,  xiii,  p.  .38  (1844). 

Treron  chlorigaater,  Bfyt/t,  Cat.  p.  2l>9j  Layard^  A,  M.  N.  II.  (2) 

xiv,  p.  67. 
Ci-ocoj)U8  chlorogaster,  Bonap,  Consp,  Av,  ii,  p.  12;  Salvadoriy  Cat. 

B.  M.  xxi,  p.  ;W. 
Crocopus  chlori^^aster,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  448 ;  BUmford,  J.  A,  S.  B. 

xxxviii,  pt.  2,  p.  187 ;   Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  t39U ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv, 

p.  2;  ix,  p.  419;  Murrny,  8.  F.  vii,  p.   11*3;  Bail,  ibid.  .p.  224  ; 

Jlutne,  Cat.  no.  773;   Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  73;  Leyye,  Birds  Ceyl. 

p.  722;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  AH;    Davidium,  ibid.  p.  314;  Davison, 

tbid,  p.  4(W ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  28o ;  id.  Jour,  Bom.  iV.  H. 

JSoc.  \,  p.  328  ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  j-  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  372. 

Haridl,  II. ;  Pacha  yuwa,  Tel. ;  Pacha  pora,  Tarn. 

Coloration  aa  in  C,  phoenicoptertis,  except  that  the  breast  and 
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abdomen  are  greenish  yelloiv  like  the  chin  and  throat,  the  lower 
abdomen  becoming  quite  yellow,  and  there  is  a  greenish  wash  on 
the  wing-lining.  In  typical  specimens,  too,  there  is  no  green  on  the 
forehead  or  tail,  both  being  grey,  or  there  is  a  slight  yellowish 
tinge  on  the  forehead  only.  But,  as  already  pointed  out,  many 
birds,  especially  in  Northern  India,  are  iuteruiediate  in  coloration 
between  this  and  the  preceding  species. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  Peninsula  of  India  and  Ceylon. 
To  the  northward  this  species  extends  through  Eastern  Kajputana, 
the  Eastern  Punjab,  the  N.W.  Provinces,  and  Oudh,  to  the  base  of 
the  Himalayas,  but  is  not  found  in  Sind  (a  reported  occurrence  at 
Jacobabad  is  open  to  doubt)  nor  the  desert  region  generally.  The 
measurements  and  habits  are  identical  with  those  of  C.j>h(xnicopterMs. 

Genus  OSMOTRERON,  Bonap.,  1854. 

The  G-reen  Pigeons  belonging  to  the  present  genus  scarcely  differ 
from  CrocopuB,  except  in  haying  the  sexes  condoicuously  distinct 
in  culoratiou,  and  the  first  three  primaried  much  less  attenuated. 

The  habits  of  all  these  Pigeons  closely  resemble  those  of  Croco/jus. 
They  are  found  in  Hocks,  are  fruit-eaters,  and  always  perch  on 
trees,  rarely  if  ever  descending  to  the  ground.  They  have  a 
peculiar,  rather  melodious  whistle.  Their  Htght  is  rapid,  and  they 
are  generally  wary  birds,  but  when  feeding  on  a  favourite  fruit 
they  are  easily  approached  and  shot.  The  breeding  habits,  eggs, 
and  nests  are  identical  with  those  of  other  Green  Pigeons. 

The  genus  is  found  in  a  great  part  of  the  Oriental  region  and  in 
some  of  the  A ustro- Malayan  islands.  Seyen  species  out  of  the  17 
known  have  been  obtained  within  Indian  limits. 

Kry  to  the  Species. 

a.  Middle  tail-feathers  green  ;  mantle  of  males 

maroon. 
a'.  Tibial  plumes   buff  or  3'ellowiah;    head 
and  neck  of  male  green  or  grey,  not  red. 
a".  Lower  tail-coverta  ciunamon  or  whitlsli. 
a^.  Forehead  and  crown  grey. 
a*.  Grey  nape  distinct  from  green  hind 

neck  O.  phayrei,  p.  8. 

A*.  Grey  of  crown  passing  into  green 

on  the  nape O.  affinie^  p.  8. 

A*.  Forehead  yellow O.  pompadura,  p.  9. 

b".  Lower  tail-coverts  dark  green,   with 

yellowish  tips  O.  chioroptera,  p.  10. 

b'.  Tibial  plumes  bright  yellow;  head  and 

neck  of  male  cinnamon-r»)d     O.  fuloicolfis,  p.  10. 

b.  Middle  tail-feathers  slaty  grey ;  mantle  not 

maroon  in  eitner  sex. 
c'.  Outer  tail-feathere  with  a  grey  tip  exceed- 
ing 0-6  in  length O.  hicincta,  p.  11 . 

d\  Outer  tail-feathers  with  a  narrow  grey  tip.     0.  vemansy  p.  13. 
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1273.  Osmotreron  phayrei.     The  Ashy-headed  Green  Pigeon. 

Oanotreron  phayrei,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xxxi,  p.  844  (1862) ;  Jerd^m^ 
B.  /.  Hi,  p.  461 ;  Godw.'AuBt.  J".  A,  8,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  Ill ; 
xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  83 ;  Hume,  6\  F.  iii,  p.  162 ;  Blyth  <Sf-  Wali,  Birds 
Burm.  p.  144;  Inylis,  S.  F,  v,  p.  39;  Hume  Sf  I)av.  S.  F.  vi, 
p.  412;  Humef  Cat.  no.  776 ;  Bingham,  S.  F,  ix,p.  194  ;  Oate$,B. 
B.  ii,  p.  310;  trf.  m  Hume's  N.  ^  E,  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  876;  Hume, 
S.  F  XI,  p.  291  ;  Salvadori,  Ann.  Mus.  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  v,  p.  619; 
id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  43. 

Cohration,  Male.  Crown  ftnd  nape  ashy  grey,  forehead  paler ;  sides 
of  head,  including  the  area  above  the  eyes,  und  sharply  defined  against 
the  grey  crown,  greenish  yellow,  as  are  the  chin,  throat,  and  sides 
of  the  neck  ;  neck  above  green,  also  contrasting  sharply  with  the 
grey  nape ;  back,  scapulars,  and  all  the  smaller  wing-covertS  chest- 
nut; median  and  greater  wing- coverts  black,  the  first  olive-green 
in  parts,  both  broadly  edged  with  bright  yellow ;  quills  black,  the 
tertiaries  partly  green,  the  secondaries  narrowly,  the  tertiaries 
broadly  edged  with  yellow  outside,  the  primaries  with  a  linear 
whitish  edge ;  lower  back,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  and  middle 
tail-feathers  yellowish  green ;  outer  tail-feathers  black  with  a  broad 
ashy  tip,  and  with  more  or  less  green  towards  the  middle  pair; 
lower  parts  greenish  olive,  tho  upper  breast  strongly  tinged  with 
orange;  feathers  of  lower  flanks  dark  green  with  broad  buff  tips, 
lower  tail-coverts  cinnamon  ;  wing-lining  ashy  grey,  generally 
more  or  less  smeared  with  green. 

Female.  No  chestnut  on  the  mantle,  which  is  green  throughout, 
nor  orange  on  the  breast;  lower  tail-coverls  chiefly  huffy  white, 
with  more  or  less  green  about  the  base  and  along  the  shaft. 

Legs  lake-red ;  irides  blue  with  an  outer  circle  of  pink,  orbital 
skin  plumbeous  ;  bill  bluish,  the  base  darker  (Oales). 

Length  about  11 ;  tnii  3*6 ;  wing  6-1 ;  tarsus  -85 ;  bill  from  gape 
*85.     Females  are  a  little  smaller. 

Distribution.  Hare  in  Lower  Bengal,  found  thence  throughout 
Eastern  Bengal,  Assam,  Cachar,  Manipur,  and  Burma  as  far 
south  as  Tavoy  in  Tenaseerim,  but  not  farther.  To  the  eastward 
this  species  is  found  in  Cochin  China. 

Habits,  ^c.  In  Burma  this  pigeon  is  found  chiefly  in  the 
denser  forests  of  the  hill-tracts,  but  it  does  not  ascend  the  higher 
ranges.     It  breeds  about  March. 

1274.  Osmotreron  affinis.     The  Greg-fronted  Green  Pigeon. 

Vinapro  aromatica,  pt.,  apud  Jerdon,  Madr.  Jour.  L.  S.  xii,  p.  13 

^1840).  nee  ColumbaaromRticH,  Gw. 
Vinapo  aflinis,  Jerdon,  I.  c.  J  (1H40). 

Vinagt)  malHbarica,  Jerdon,  HI.  Ind.  Om.  letterpress  to  pi.  21  (1845). 
Treron  malabarica,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  852;  id.  Cat.  p.  »29. 
Oarootreron   malabarica,  Bp.  Consp.  ii,   p.   13;  Jerdtn,  B.  1.  iii, 

p.  450 ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  493 ;  Fairbank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  261  ;  v, 

p.  408 ;  Hume  4r  Bourd.  S.  F.  iv,  p.  403 ;  Hume,  ibid.  n.  424 ;  td. 

Cat.  no.   775;    Vidai,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  74;   Butler,  ibid.  p.  419; 
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Davisofif  S.  F,  x,  p.  406 ;  BameSy  Birds  Bom,  p.  286 ;  Oates  in 
Humes  N.  8f  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  876 ;  Davidson,  Jour,  Bom,  N,  H, 
Soc.  y,  p.  329 ;  Saloaduri,  Cat  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  4o. 
Osniotreron  affini^  (Jerdon),  TValden,  Tr,  Zool,  Soc,  ix,  p.  212. 

Poda  putsa  giiwaj  Tel. 

Differs  from  0,  phat/rei  in  having  the  crown  lighter  ashy,  the 
area  occupied  by  the  colour  being  less  extensive  and  ill-defined, 
blending  gradually  into  the  green  of  the  sides  of  the  head  and  back 
of  the  neck,  especially  at  the  nape.  The  male,  too,  wants  the  orange 
of  the  breast,  and  the  mantle  is  duller  and  deeper  red  with  a 
vinous  or  purplish  tinge. 

Homy  portion  of  bill  bluish  white ;  rest  of  bill  pale  bluish 
green ;  irides,  outer  ring  pink,  inner  bright  pale  blue ;  legs  and  feet 
lake-pink,  claws  bluish  white  (Davison). 

Length  about  10*76;  tail  3*6;  wing  5*75;  tarsus  -8;  bill  from 
gape  '9. 

Diatribution,  Forests  of  the  Malabar  coast  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bombay  to  Cape  Comorin.  Jerdon  states  that  he  also 
obtained  this  pigeon  in  **  Central  India  "  and  in  the  Eastern  Ghats, 
but  neither  the  late  Dr.  V.  Ball  nor  1  met  with  this  species  in  the 
area  specified;  the  name  does  not  occur  in  either  of  the  lists  of 
Shevroy  birds  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Daly  and  Dr.  Warth, 
and  no  one,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  obtained  this  bird  away  from  the 
Malabar  coast  since  J»*rdon'8  time  *. 

IlabitSy  ^e.  Eggs,  measuring  about  1*08  by  '85,  have  been  taken 
from  January  to  April. 

1275.  Ogmotreron  pompaddra.     The  Pompadour  Green  Pigeon, 

Columba  pompadora,  Gm,  Syst,  Nat,  i,  p.  775  (1788). 

Treron  pompadora,  Blyth,  J.  A,  S.  B.  xxi,  p.  350. 

Treron  tlav ocularis,  Blyth,  J.  A,  S.  B.  xxvi,  p.  2'2h  (1857). 

Osmotreron  Savogidans,  Blyth,  J.  A,  S.  B,  xxxi,  p.  344 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I, 

iii,  p.  462 ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1805,  p.  45 ;  1807,  p.  1^8 ;  Leyge,  Ibis, 

1874,  p.  25. 
(Osmotreron  pompadora,  Holdsioorth,  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  465;  Hvmtf 

S,  F  iii,  p.  102;  vi,  p.  414  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  777;  Leiftfe,  Birds  Ctyl. 

p.  728;  Parker,  S.  F,  \x,  p.  481  ;  Layard,  Ibis,' ISSO,  p.  283; 

iSalvadori,  Cat.  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  51. 

Batia-goya,  Cing. ;  Patcha-prddy  Alam-prdd,  Tamul  in  Ceylon. 

Coloration.  Male.  Forehead,  lores,  and  cheeks  greenish  yellow, 
becoming  purer  yellow  on  the  chin  and  throat  and  ashy  green  ou 
the  vertex ;  rest  of  the  upper  parts  as  in  0.  phayrei,  except  that  the 
mantle  is  of  a  duller  red,  as  in  0.  a  finis.  Lower  parts  from 
throat  green  ;  lower  flanks  dark  green  tipped  with  yellowish ; 
lower  tail-coverts  buff. 


*  It  18  a  very  rare  thing  for  Jerdon  to  bo  mistaken,  but  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  he  depended  chiefly  on  his  memorj,  which  was  singularly  good, 
for  localities,  and,  as  a  rule,  neither  labelled  his  specimens  nor  kept  them  iu  his 
own  possession. 


10 


COLUMBIDA. 


The  femalt  has  not  the  chestnut  on  the  mantle,  which  is  olive- 
green,  and  has  more  green  on  the  basal  part  of  the  lower  tail- 
coverts  than  the  male. 

Bill  glaucous-green,  paling  to  bluish  on  the  apical  portion; 
irides  carmine-red,  with  a  cobalt  inner  circle;  eyelids  glaucous- 
green  ;  legs  and  feet  purple  red  (Lerjge). 

Length  about  10-5;  tail  3-6;  wing  56 ;  tarsus  -8;  bill  from 
gape  -9. 

Distribution,  Ceylon,  throughout  the  inland  forests  and  well- 
wooded  districts.  Jerdon  states  that  this  pigeon  occurs  in  Southern 
India,  and  he  once  described  a  bird  that  he  shot  in  Malabar,  and 
which  possessed  the  characters  of  the  present  species,  but  no  speci- 
men appears  to  have  been  obtained  in  Southern  India  by  any 
other  collector. 

Habits,  Sfc,  Similar  to  those  of  other  species.  The  eggs  measure 
about  1-15  by  -88,  according  to  Mr.  Parker. 

1276.  Osmotreron  chloroptera.     Tht  A^idaman  Green  Pigeon, 
Treron  chloroptera,  Blyth,  J,  A.  S,  B.  xiv,  p.  852  (1846) ;  id.  Cut, 

p.    4bMC7. 

Osmotreroa 
Ibis. 
p. 

p.  162 J  vi.  p.  4i4;  ill  Cat,'iio,  111  bis:  Salradori,  CoVb,  M.xxi] 
p.  49. 

Coloration,  Male  above  very  similar  to  0,  phayreiy  except  that 
the  grey  of  the  crown  and  nape  is  lighter,  french-grey  rather  than 
ashy ;  the  chestnut  of  the  mantle  is  duller  and  does  not  extend  on 
to  the  wings  far  beyond  the  scapulars,  most  of  the  smaller  coverts 
being  green ;  the  lower  back  and  upper  tail-coverts  are  a  more 
yellow-green  than  the  middle  tail-feathers  ;  beneath  there  is  no 
orange  on  the  breast,  all  the  lower  parts  are  light  yellowish  green 
to  the  lower  abdomen,  the  feathers  of  which  and  of  the  lower  tail- 
coverts  are  dark  green  with  yellowish-white  tips  edged  with 
yellow. 

'l)i*t  female^  as  usual,  lacks  the  maroon  on  the  mantle  ;  the  grey 
of  the  cap  is  generally  ill-detined,  and  passes  into  green  at  the 
sides  ;  the  under  tail-coverts  as  in  the  male. 

Soft  parts  as  in  0,  phayrei.  Size  larger:  length  about  12'5  ; 
tail  4 ;  wing  6*75  ;  tarsus  1  ;  bill  from  gape  1*05. 

Distribution,  The  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands. 

1277.  Oamotreron  falyicollis.     The  Cinnamon-headed  Oreen 

Pigeon, 

Columba  fulvicolUs!,  Waal.  Syst,  Av,,  Columba,  sp.  8  (1827). 

Odmotreron  fulvicollis,  Bonap.  Con»p,  Av,  ii,  p.  14;  Hume,  S.  F. 
iv,  p.  224 ;  id.  Cat,  no.  776  bis;  Hume  Sr  Dav.  S,  F,  vi,  p.  413 
Oates,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  811 ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B,  M,  xxi,  p.  62. 
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Coloration,  Male.  Head  and  neck  all  round  bright  cinnamon- 
red,  becoming  maroon  on  the  upper  back  and  smaller  wing-coverts ; 
middle  wing-coverts  partly  olive,  partly,  like  the  greater  coverts 
and  quills,  black ;  scapulars  and  last  tertiaries  olive,  median  and 
greater  coverts  and  some  tertiaries  more  broadly,  secondaries  more 
narrowly,  bordered  with  yellow  outside,  primaries  with  a  linear 
whitish  edge ;  rump  greenish  slaty  ;  upper  tail-coverts,  middle 
tail-feathers  and  part  of  next  pair  green-oHve  ;  all  the  outer  tail- 
feathers  black  with  broad  pale  grey  tips,  over  half  an  inch  wide  on 
the  outer  feathers  ;  breast  ochreous  with  an  olive  tinge  ;  abdomeu 
olive,  the  feathers  tipped  with  yellow  on  the  lower  flanks  and  near 
the  vent ;  tibial  coverts  pure  yellow ;  flanks  and  wing-lining 
slaty  grey,  under  tail-coverts  pale  cinnamon. 

In  the  female  the  crown  is  dark  slaty  grey,  the  rest  of  the  upper 
plumage  olive-green  ;  lower  plumage  lighter  and  yellower  green  ; 
feathers  of  tlie  lower  flanks  dark  green  with  whitish  edges ;  vent 
and  tibial  coverts  bright  yellow  as  in  the  male  ;  lower  taU-coverts 
whitish,  dark  green  towards  the  base. 

Upper  mandible  to  just  beyond  nostril  and  lower  mandible  to 
angle  of  genys  deep  red  in  males,  dull  red  in  females,  rest  of  bill 
white  in  t)oth  sexes,  tinged  with  greenish  blue ;  irides  in  the  male 
huffy  pink,  in  the  female  with  an  outer  ring  of  pink  and  an  inner 
one  of  ultramarine- ulue ;  orbital  skin  plumbeous-green,  and  edge^ 
of  eyelids  orange  in  both  sexes  ;  legs  and  feet  purplish  pink  in  the 
male,  lake-pink  in  the  female  ;  claws  dead  white  {^Davison), 

Length  about  10*5;  tail  3*6;  wing  6;  tarsus  *8.:  bill  from 
gape  -8.    Females  are  rather  smaller. 

Distribution,  A  winter  visitor  to  the  extreme  south  of  Tenasserini, 
where  this  pigeon  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Davison  near  Bankasoon 
in  December  and  Japuary.  It  ranges  through  Cochin  China,  the 
Malay  Peninsula  and  Archipelago  to  the  Philippines  and  Celebes. 

1278.  Osmotreron  bicincta.     The  OraiUfe-hreasted  Green  Pigeon, 

Vinago  biciDcta,  Jerdorij  Madr,  Jour,  L,  S,  xii,  p.  13;  ^  (1840) ;  id. 

III.  Ind,  Om.  pi.  '21. 
Vinago  unicolor,  Jerdon,  Madr,  Jour.  L,  S.  xii,  p.  14,  J . 
Treron  bicincta,  Blyth^  J.  A,  S,  B,  xiv,  p.  851 ;  irf.  Cat.j^,  229. 
Osmotreron  " 


Bfyth  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burm,  p.  144 ;  Armstrong^  S.  F.  iv,  p.  337 ; 
Oates,  S.  F.  v,  d.  163 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  8.  F,  vj,  p.  411 ;  Ball,  S.  F, 
vii,  p.  224  ;  Mume,  Cat.  no.  774 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  725 ; 
Layard,  Ibis,  1880,  p.  283 ;  Hume  (J-  Inglis,  S,  F,  ix,  p.  267 ; 
Davison f  S.  F.  x,  p.  40(3  j  Taylor,  tbid.  p.  46.3 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  308  J  id.  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  374 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi, 
p.  291;  Salvadoriy  Ann,  Mus.  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  iv,  p.  610;  id.  Cat. 
B,  M.  XX iy  p.  57 ;  Davidson,  Jour,  Bom,  N.  H.  Soc.  \j  p.  328 ; 
ix,  p.  489. 

Ckitta  putsa  guwa,  Tel. 
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Colaralion.  Mah.  Forehead  and  crown,  sides  of  bead  and  neck, 
chin,  and  throat  yellowieh  green,  passing  on  the  occiput  into  the 
bluish  grey  of  the  nape  and  bind  neck;  back,  scapulars,  ter- 
tiaries,  and  wing-coverte  green,  pasRiDg  into  bronM-green  on  the 
ruD)p  and   upper  tail-corerts ;  quills    black,  the  greater  coverts 


Fig.  3,— Hand  of  O.  Uc'mrta.     J. 

and  tertiaries  with  broad  yellow  outer  margins,  the  pHmaries 
and  Becondaries  with  linear  yellowish  outer  edges;  tail-feathers 
slaty  grey,  alt  except  the  middle  pair  with  a  black  band  more 
than  half  nn  inch  from  the  tip,  this  band  broadest  on  the  outer 
pair,  occupying  the  greater  part  of  tli#  feathers;  beneath,  the 
tail-feathers  are  black  with  a  grey  tip  ;  a  lilac  band  farming 
upper  portion  of  breast,  remainder  of  bren>t  orange ;  abdomen 
jdlowish  gieen,  growing  pure  yellow  on  the  thigh-ioverla  and 
round  the  vent;  lower  Hanks  green  with  yellow  edges;  under 
lail'Coverts  cinnamon;  flanks  and  wing-lining  slaty  grey,  wi(h 
some  green. 

Thefemah  has  neither  litao  nor  orange  on  the  breast  (which  is 
yellou  ish  green  like  the  abdomen),  and  has  the  yellow  tail-coverts 
ihiefly  buff. 

Bill  dull  green;  iris  blue,  with  an  outer  red  ring;  legs  pink 
{Oatet). 

Length  shout  11-5;  lail  3-75;  wing  6-25;  tarsus  -85;  bill 
from  gspe '1*5.  Females  rather  less.  Ceylon  birds  arc  smaller ; 
wine  5-75. 

Ditiribi'tion.  Ceylon,  the  foresls  near  the  Mnlabnr  coast  as  far 
north  as  Canara.  and  the  forest  country  in  South-westfrn  Bengal 
And  Orifsa,  as  far  south  as  the  Oodavari.  Jerdon  states  Ihat  he 
obtained  Ibis  speciN  once  in  the  Carnatic  and  once  e^st  of  Kellore, 
but  it  has  not  been  recorded  from  any  other  pnrts  of  the  Indian 
Peninsula  except  those  named.  It  inhabits  Lower  Bengal  and 
the  base  of  the  Himalayas  as  far  west  as  Nepal,  together  with 
all  the  countries  from  A»sam  throughout  Burma  to  Hainan,  Cochin 
China,  and  the  Malay  Peninsula. 

Habits,  4'f-  ^be  call,  though  different  in  tone  from  that  of 
other  specie*,  is  similar.  This  Green  Pigion  bn'eds  in  Burma 
from  Miirch  to  May ;  the  nest  and  eggs  are  of  the  usual  lype,  and 
the  eggs  measure  about  107  by  ■»". 
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1279.  Oamotreron  vernans.     Hu  Pink-necked  Grreen  Pigeon, 

Columba  vernans,  L.  Mant.  p.  526  (1771). 

Golumba  viridia,  MdUer^  Natursyst.  Suppl.  p.  132  (1789),  nee  linn. 

Osinotreroa  vernans,  JBp.  Consp.  Av.  ii,  p.   12;  Hume^  8.  F.   iii, 

p.  «28 ;    Wald,  in  Blyth's  Birds  Bunn.  p.  144 ;  Hume  ^  Dao. 

S.  F.  vi,  pp.  411.  414;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  774 bis;  OjteSy  B,  B.  ii, 

p.  309 ;  id.  in  Humes  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed  ii,  p.  375 ;  Salvadori,  Cat. 

R.  M.  xxi,  p.  60. 
Osmotreron  viridis,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  461  ;  iii,  p.  162. 

Coloration,  Male,  Head,  chin,  and  throat  ashj,  sometimes  with 
a  greenish  wash,  especially  on  the  throat ;  neck  behind  and  at  the 
sides,  and  a  broad  band  across  the  upper  breast,  lilac ;  back,  rump, 
scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wmg-coverte  olive-green ;  quills  black ; 
the  usual  broad  yellow  borders  to  greater  coverts  and  tertiaries, 
and  linear  edges  to  primaries  and  secondaries ;  upper  tail-coverts 
brownish  olive ;  tail-feathers  slaty  grey,  a  black  subterminal  band, 
very  narrow  on  median,  growing  much  broader  on  out^r  feathers, 
all  rectrices  black  from  base  beneath,  the  pale  grey  tips  above  and 
below  quite  narrow,  not  above  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  breadth  ; 
breast  orange ;  abdomen  green,  growing  yellow  towards  the  veat ; 
lower  flank-feathers  dark  green  with  yellow  edges,  lower  tail-coverts 
deep  cinnamon-red,  flanks  and  inner  surface  of  wings  slaty  grey. 

The /?maZ«  is  green,  the  forehead,  sides  of  head,  and  lower  parts 
paler  and  brighter ;  no  grey,  lilac,  nor  orange  on  the  head,  neck, 
or  breast ;  lower  tail-coverts  very  broadly  edged  with  buff :  other- 
wise like  the  male. 

Bill  dull  white  or  pale  plumbeous  ;  irides  with  three  rings,  the 
outer  buff  or  pink,  the  next  prussian-blue,  the  inner  ultramarine ; 
legs  and  feet  pink  {Da^nson), 

Length  about  11 ;  tail  4 ;  wing  5*8  ;  tarsus  '8 ;  bill  from  gape  '8. 
The  female  is  sli^rhtlv  smaller. 

Distribution,  From  Siam,  Cochin  China,  and  the  Malay  Peninsula, 
throughout  the  Malay  Archipelago  to  the  Philippines  and  Celebes. 
This  Green  Pigeon  is  found  in  Southern  Tenasserim  as  hkc  north 
as  Mergui. 

Genus  BIJTBEBON,  Bonap.,  1854. 

Bill  thicker  and  higher  than  even  in  Treron,  but  the  rhampho- 
theca,  though  occupying  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  culmen,  does 
not  extend  back  to  the  feathers  of  the  forehead.  Sexes  differing 
slightly,  but  there  is  no  red  on  the  back  of  the  male.  Sinuatiou 
of  third  primary  less  than  in  Crocop*i8,  but  still  well  marked.  Tail 
rounded,  lower  tail-coverta  extending  to  the  ends  of  the  outer 
rectrices.     A  single  species. 

1280.  Butreron  capellii.     The  large  Thick-billed  Green  Pigeon, 

Columba  capellei,  Temm.  H.  Col.  pi.  143  (1823). 
Treron  capellei,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  848;  id.  Cat.  p.  228; 
Hume,  o,  F.  Viii,  p.  67. 


14  GOLUMBID^. 

Butreron  capelliii  Banap.  Consp.  Av,  ii,  p.  9 ;  Ander$on^  Jtmr,  Linn. 
Soc.y  Zool.  xxiy  p.  152 ;  Saivadorif  Cat  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  82. 

Coloration,  Male.  Olive-green  above,  with  a  greyish  tint,  fore- 
head paler ;  upper  tail-coverts  and  middle  tail-feathers  brighter  and 
yellower :  on  the  tertiary  quills  the  olive  pa<)8es  into  the  blackish 
slaty  of  the  primaries,  secondaries,  and  greater  coverts ;  greater 
and  median  coverts  and  inner  secondaries,  not  tertiaries,  with 
bright  yellow  outer  edges;  outer  tail-feathers  black  with  broad 
grey  tip?,  some  green  appearing  on  those  near  the  middle  pair; 
lower  parts  paler  olive  than  upper ;  upper  breast  dull  yellowish 
orange ;  lower  tail -coverts  brownish  maroon,  lower  flank-feathers 
with  buff  edges ;  wing  inside  slaty  grey. 

The  female  hns  a  yellowish  patch  on  the  breast,  much  paler 
than  in  the  male,  and  the  under  tail-coverts  are  olive  with  buff 
edges. 

Bill  pale  green ;  irides  dark  brown :  legs  and  feet  yellow 
(Xt'chofson)  :  irides  golden  yellow  (Ifartert), 

I^ength  about  10;  tail  5;  wing  8;  tarsus  1*1;  bill  from 
gape  1'4, 

Distrihudon,  Mergui  Archipelago,  Malay  Peninsula,  Sumatra, 
Borneo,  and  Java.  A  single  specimen  was  obtained  on  Elphinstone 
I  bland,  near  Mergui,  by  Dr.  Anderson. 

Genus  TBEBON,  Vieill.,  1816. 

Two  species,  one  of  which  is  found  in  the  Himalayas  and  Burma, 
differ  from  the  other  Green  Pigeons  in  having  the  whole  culmen 
of  the  upper  mandible  formed  by  the  horny  portion  or  rlmmpho- 
tlieca,  no  soft  basal  area  intervening  between  the  hard  part  and 
the  frontal  feathers.  There  is  a  small  naked  area  round  the  eye. 
The  tail  is  slightly  rounded  at  the  end,  and  the  lower  tail-coverts 
extend  almost  to  the  end  of  the  tail.  The  inner  web  of  the  third 
primary  is  sinuate.  The  plumage  closely  resembles  that  of  Ogmo- 
trtron  phayrei.,  and  there  is  the  same  difference  between  the  sexes. 

li»Sl   Treron  nepalenBis.     The  Thick-hilltd  Qreen  Pigeon, 

Toria  nipalmMg,  Hodgn.  As,  lies,  xix,  p,  164.  pi.  ix  (head  and  foot), 
(IbiiO) ;  JHi/th  (!(•  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  143. 

Tieron  nipalensis,  Blyth,  J.  A.  K  B.  xiv,  p.  847  ;  id.  Cat.  p.  228 ; 
JerdoMf  B.  1.  iii,  p.  4415;  Godw.-Anst.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xliii,  pt.  2, 
p.  171 ;  Jlfime  6r  Gates.  S.  F.  iii,  p.  1(>0;  Jftwie  <$♦  Dav.  S.  F.  vi, 
p.  410;  Jiumrf  Cat.  no.  771;  Binyham^  S.  F.  ix,  p.  1U3;  Hume 
Jk-  Imjlis,  ibid.  p.  257  ;  Oates^  B.  B.  ii.  p.  306 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi, 
p.  *Jhi);  iiiaicadori,  Ann.  Mus,  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  v,  p.  (519;  vii,  p.  4l3; 
id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  34. 

Treron  nepalensie,  Gates  in  Humr's  N.  ^  F,  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  370. 

llwriOf  Nepalese. 

Coloration,     Male,  Forehead  ashy  grey,  growing  darker  on  the 
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crown,  passing  on  the  nape  into  the  green  of  the  neck  all  round, 
with  the  sides  of  tlie  head,  chin,  and  lower  surface  ;  back,  scapulars, 
and  most  of  the  lesser  wing-coverts  chestnut ;  tertiaries,  median 
co?erts,  and  some  of  the  outer  smaller  coverts  olive ;  greater 
coverts  and  primary  and  secondary  quills  black,  median  and  greater 
coverts  and  tertiaries  with  broad,  secondaries  with  narrow  yellow 
borders  ;  rump,  upper  1  ail-coverts,  and  tail  above  green,  generally 
brighter  than  the  neck ;  outer  tail-feathers  above  grey,  with  a 
black  band,  l)elow  black,  with  a  very  broad  grey  tip  ;  flanks  darker 
green,  with  white  edges ;  wing-lining  slaty  grey ;  under  tail-coverts 
pale  cinnamon. 

FemaU  green  on  the  mantle  instead  of  chestnut,  and  with  the 
lower  tail-coverts  whitish  with  dark  green  bars. 

Rise  of  upper  mandible  bright  red,  rest  of  bill  pale  yellowish  to 
greenish  white ;  irides  orange,  with  an  inner  deep  blue  ring ; 
orbital  skin  pea-green ;  legs  and  feet  lake-pink  to  coral-red. 

Length  about  10*5;  tail  3'3  ;  wing  5*75;  tarsus  '8;  bill  from 
gape  '95. 

Distribuiion,  Rare  in  the  Eastern  Himalayas  at  low  elevations 
as  far  west  as  Nepal,  occasionally  in  Lower  Bengal,  in  Eastern 
Bengal  and  Assam,  throughout  the  Burmese  countries  in  the 
hill-tracts,  and  sometimes  in  the  better-wooded  parts  of  the  low 
country ;  this  species  is  also  found  in  Siam  and  Cochin  China,  the 
Malay  Peninsula,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  and  the  Philippines. 

Habits^  ^c.  Very  similar  to  those  of  other  Green  Pigeons.  Thi«» 
bird  is  equally  gregarious  and  social ;  it  has  a  hoarse  note,  uttercd 
when  feeding,  and  also  a  fine  mellow  whistle.  The  nest  and  eggs 
resemble  those  of  Crocopus,  and  the  breeding-season  in  Tenasserim, 
where  Bingham  met  with  several  nests,  was  at  the  end  of  February 
and  in  March.     An  ef^g  measured  l'lt3  by  '89. 

Genus  SPHENOCERCUS,  G.  E.  Gray,  1840. 

This  genus  much  resembles  Osmotreron  in  coloration,  but  is 
distinguished  by  having  a  much  longer  and  graduated  tail,  and  by 
wanting  the  sinu/ition  on  the  inner  web  of  the  third  primary. 
The  under  tail-coverts  are  as  long  as  the  outer  tail-feathers  or 
longer.  The  rhamphotheca,  or  hard  horny  part  of  the  bill,  is 
shorter  than  the  soft  basal  portion. 

Eight  species  are  enumerated  in  Salvadori's  Catalogue ;  of  these 
two  are  Himalayan  and  Burmese,  the  others  range  through  the 
greater  part  of  the  Oriental  region  east  of  India. 

Kfy  to  the  Species, 

Middle    tail-feathers    acuminate  and   extending 

generally  2  to  3  in.  beyond  the  next  pair S.  apicicauda,  p.  10. 

Middle  tail-feathers  not  acuminate,  extending  very 

little  beyond  next  pair    S.  sphemtrusy  p.  16. 
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1282.  Sphenocercns  apicicauda.    The  Pin-taiUd  Chun  Pigeon, 

Treron  apicauda,  Hadgs,^  Blgth,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xiv,  p.  854  (1845). 

Sphenocercus  apicaudus,  Blyth^  Cat.  p.  230;  Jerdon,  B,  L  iii, 
p.  454;  Godw.-Aust.  J.  A,  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  Ill;  Wald,  in 
Blyth's  Birds  Burm,  p.  144 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  415  ; 
Hume,  Cat,  no.  779  ;  S.  F,  xi,  p.  292  j  Stuart  Baker ^  Ibis,  1896, 

Spneuocercus  apicicauda,  Oates,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  305 ;  Salvad.  Ann.  Mus, 
Civ.  Gen,  (2)  vii,  p.  424 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  5. 

Sang-pong,  Lepcha. 

Coloration.  Male,  General  colour  green,  tinged  with  yellow  on 
crown  and  sides  of  head,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  and  under- 
parts;  hind  neck  greyish;  upper  breast  tinged  with  orange  and 
slightly  washed  with  pink  ;  lower  flank-feathers  with  buffy-white 
edges  ;  under  tail-coverts  cinnamon,  with  more  or  less  buffy  white 
on  the  outer  webs  ;  primaries  and  secondaries  blackish  grey,  with 
very  narrow  yellow  outer  edges  ;  tertiaries  green  like  the  coverts  ; 
both  tertiaries  and  greater  coverts  more  broadly  bordered  with 
yellow  outside ;  whole  wing  inside  dove-grey ;  tail-feathers  grey, 
extreme  base  of  all  and  tips  of  middle  pair  green ;  outer  feathers 
with  a  broad  black  band  across  the  basal  half. 

Female,  The  orange  tinge  on  the  breast  is  wanting ;  there  is 
generally  much  more  buff  on  the  edges  of  the  under  tail-coverts 
and  some  green  about  the  shafts. 

Bill  dull  smalt-blue;  irides  with  an  inner  ring  of  pale  bright 
blue  and  an  outer  ring  of  bufEy  pink ;  orbital  skin  blue  :  legs,  feet, 
and  claws  crimson-pink  (Davison), 

Length  of  male  about  16*5;  tail  8'5 ;  wing  6-6;  tarsus  '85; 
bill  from  gape  1.  Females  have  a  shorter  tail:  length  14*5; 
tail  7. 

Distribution,  The  Himalayas,  below  5000  or  6000  feet,  as  far 
west  as  Kumaun,  the  Assam  and  Manipur  hills,  and  those  of 
Northern  Tena<*8erim  from  Karennee  to  Mooleyit. 

Habits,  6^c.  The  nest,  according  to  Mr.  C.  Stuart  Baker,  is  a 
small  stick  platform  on  a  sapling  or  a  bush,  and  contains  normally 
two  eggs,  measuring  on  an  average  1*30  by  *96.  This  bird  is  only 
known  to  occur  in  hill-forests ;  it  keeps  in  flocks  and  feeds  on 
fruit,  generally  ainongNt  high  trees.  The  call-note  is  a  melodious 
whistle  similar  to  that  of  the  next  species,  but  less  musical.  This 
Green  Pigeon  breeds,  in  Cachar  throughout  April,  May,  and  June. 

1283.  Sphenocercus  sphenTirus.     The  Kokla  Green  Pigeon, 

Vinago  aphenura,  Vigors,  P.  Z.  S.  18,31,  p.  173. 
Vina^o  cantillaDB,  Blyth,  J,  A,  8,  B,  xii,  p.  166  (18'13)  (caged 
variety). 


l«)«,  p.  iS/ii ;  istoitczfca,  j.  A.  o.  MS.  xxxvn,  pi.  z,  p.  wj;  uoatr.^ 
Autt.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  Ill ;  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  203 ;  Hume 4* 
Henders.  Lah,  to  Yark.  p.  270  \  Hume,  N,^  E.  p.  494 ;  Hwn^  ^ 
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Oate$,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  163;  l^'ald,  in  Blyth'ft  Birdn  Burm  p.  144; 
Hnme  ^  Dae.  S.  r\  vi,  p.  41o ;  Hume^  Cat,  no.  778  ;  Scully^  S.  F. 
viii,  p.  339;  OnAef,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  304 ;  Marshall,  IhU,  1884,  i).  421  ; 
HutMy  S.  F,  xi,  p.  292 ;  OoIm  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2n(l  ed.  ii, 
p.  377 ;  Skarpe,  Yarkand  Miss,,  Acef,  p.  1 14 ;  Salimdori,  Cat,  B.  M. 
xzi,  p.  8. 
SphenocercuB  micor,  Brooks,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  255  (1875). 

Kokla,  Kokila,  H. ;  KuAu,  Lepcha. 

Coloration.  Male.  Head,  neck,  and  lower  plumage  yellowish 
green,  tinged  \nth  rufous  on  the  crown,  and  with  onmge  and  a 
wash  of  pink  on  the  upper  breast ;  upper  back  greyish,  passing 
into  maroon-red  on  middle  of  back  and  lesser  wing-coverts  ;  rump, 
upper  tail-coverts,  median  and  larger  wing-coverts  and  exposed 
portion  of  tertiaries  olive-green ;  primaries  and  secondaries  blackish, 
both  they  and  the  greater  wing-coverts  narrowly  bordered  outside 
with  yellow ;  upper  surface  of  tail  olive-green  like  rump,  the  outer 
feathers  more  and  more  grey ;  lower  surface  of  wings  and  tail 
dark  grey ;  lower  flanks  and  thigh-coverts  dark  green  with  pale 
yellow  edges ;  lower  tail-coverts  varying  from  jmle  cinnamon  to 
buff. 

Thb  female  lacks,  the  orange  on  the  crown  and  breast  and  the 
maroon  on  the  back  and  wings,  the  latter  parts  being  dark  green 
like  the  rump;  under  tail-coverts  dark  green  with  broad  buff 
borders. 

In  birds  that  have  moulted  in  confinement,  the  green  is  replaced 
by  pearl-grey.  A  bird  thus  coloured  was  described  by  Blyth  as 
Treron  cantillans. 

Bill  dull  smalt-blue,  homy  portion  pale  blue;  orbital  skin  pale 
smalt ;  irides  with  an  inner  ring  of  pale  bright  blue  and  an  outer 
ring  of  huffy  pink  (Davison), 

Length  about  13 ;  tail  5  ;  wing  7  ;  tarsus  '85 ;  bill  from  gape  '9. 

Distribution,  The  Himalayas  as  far  west  as  Murree  at  elevations 
between  4000  and  7000  feet,  west  of  Nepal  only  in  summer ;  also 
the  Assam  and  Manipur  hills  and  the  hill-forests  of  Pegu  and 
Tenasserim  as  far  south  as  Mooleyit. 

BahiU^  jfc.  This  is  a  somewhat  less  gregarious  bird  than  most  of 
the  Green  Pigeons,  and  is  generally  seen  in  pairs  or  small  parties. 
It  feeds  on  fruit,  and  has  a  peculiarly  agreeable  note,  more  pro- 
longed and  melodious  than  that  of  Crocopus,  and  it  is  often  kept 
caged  by  natives  for  the  sake  of  its  song,  which  though  sweet 
is  monotonous.  It  breeds  from  April  to  July,  and  lays  two  white 
eggs  on  the  usual  platform-nest  in  a  tree.  The  eggs  measure 
about  1*18  by  •89.  After  the  breeding-season,  the  bird  leaves  the 
Western  Himalayas  and  apparently  migrates  eastward,  for  it 
remains  throughout  the  year  in  Xepal  and  farther  east. 
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Subfaibily  CARPOPHAGIN^. 

This  subfamily  contains  the  largest  Indian  species  of  the  order. 
Itnown  in  India  as  Imperial  Pigeons.  Like  the  Treronintr,  they 
are  fruit-enters  and  live  entirely  in  trees,  and  ihey  have  similar 
feet :  but  they  differ  greatly  from  the  Green  Pigeons  and  approach 
the  ColumliiiKK  in  plumage  and  also  in  anatomy,  as  they  have  an  oil- 
gland  and  an  ambiens  muHcIe.  They  are  also  distinguished  by 
laying  in  general  only  a  single  ef:g,  a  peculiarity  repeated,  as  will 
be  noriced  presenHy,  by  a  ^enus  ot  the  Columbine  subfamily.  The 
tail-feathers  are  14  in  number. 

The  bill  is  proportionately  larger  than  in  TrrroniiKr,  and  the 
gape  very  wide,  enabling  these  pigeons  to  swallow  fruits  of  eon- 
siderable  siie.  All  are  forest  birds  ;  and  the  whole  group,  which 
ranges  from  India  to  Polynesia,  is  chiefly  insular  in  its  disi  ribution. 
Even  ot  the  sii  species  here  included,  two  are  found,  within  our 
area,  only  in  the  islands  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

Keif  to  Oie  Gtntra. 

a.  Head,  necli,  and  lower  parts  grny. 

r'.  Mantlu  green  ;  inner  priuisriei  normal  . .     Oarpophaoa,  p.  18. 

6'.  Msntle      not      gretn ;      inner    piiniarit^ 

obliqiiel]'  Iruncalcd IM'cn.A,  p.  20. 

A.  I'lumngu  eniiivly  white  and  black  Mybibticivoba,  p.  23. 


Qenus  CARPOPHAOA,  Selby,  1836. 

In  Car/iep/iaga  Ibe  bill  is  long  and  slender,  depressed  and  soft 

nl  the  base,  the  horny  lip  being  much  shorter  than  the  soft  basal 

portion.       Wings     long,    primaries   normal.      Tall    rather    long, 


Pig.  4,— Sole  of  foot  of  Carpophaga 


rounded  at  the  end.  Tarsus  short,  stout,  feathered  for  biilf  it^ 
length;  foes  alout.  very  broad  beneath.  No  yellow  on  the 
wings:  mantle  metallic  green-;  bead,  neck,  and  lower  parts  grey. 
Kcies  alike. 

A  large  cenns,  widely  distributed  in  the  Oriental  and  Australian 
regions.     Two  species  occur  within  our  limits. 
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Key  to  the  Species, 

Mantle  bronze-green;  jrrey  pvts  tinged  with  pi:ik. .     C.  tenea,  p.  10. 
Mantle  dark  green,  not  bronzed ;  no  pink  tinge  ....     C  insulat-is,  p.  20. 

1284.  Carpophaga  SBliea.     The  Green  Imperial  Pigeon. 

Columba  senea,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  283  (176G). 

Columba  sylvatica,  Tickell,  J.  A.  S.  B.  ii,  p.  581  (ia33). 

Carpophaga  fenea,  Jerdon,  Madr,  Jour.  L.  S.  xii,  p.  11 ;  Gould, 
P.Z.S,  1869,  p.  150;  Wa/den,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  314;  Hume,  S.  K 
ii,  p.  200 ;  BaU,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  424 ;  iv,  p.  235 ;  v,  p.  418 ;  Tii,  p.  224  ; 
Blyth  8r  Wald,  Birds  Burm,  p.  144 ;  Hume,  \,  ^  E.  p.  490 ; 
Armstrong^  S.  F.  iv,  p.  337  ;  Inylis,  S,  F,  v,  p.  39 ;  Hume  <S|*  Dav, 
S.  F.  vi,  p.  416 ;  Hume^  Cat.  no.  7«0 ;  Bingham,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  194 ; 
Parker,  tbtd.  p.  481  ;  Legge,  Birds  Cegl.  p.  718 ;  Oat^s,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  301;  Anderson,  Jour,  Linn.  Soc.,  Zool.  xxi,  p.  152;  Hume, 
S.  F.  xi,  p.  294;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii.  n.  306 ; 
David^tm,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  v,  p.  3:^9 ;  ix,  p.  489  ;  Sahadori, 
Cat.  B,  M.  xxi,  p.  190. 

Carpophaga  sylvatica,  Bh/th,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  856  ;  xxvii,  p.  270 ; 
id.  Cat.  p.  231;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  455;  Bhfth,  Ibis,  1867, 
p.  248 ;  Beavan,  ibid.  p.  332  ;  Blanford,  J.A.S,  B.  xxx>*iii,  pt.  2, 
p.  188. 

Carpophaga  pusilla,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xviii,  p.  816  (1849) ;  id.  Cat. 
p.  232;  Layard,  A.M.  N.  H.  (2)  xiv,  p.  68;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1807, 
p.  148  ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  780  ter. 

Dunkal  or  Dumkal,  Sona  Kabutra^  Barra  hartal.  H. ;  Poffonna,  Mai. ; 
Kuhirani  gutca.  Tel. ;  Maratham  prda,  Tarn.  (Ceylon) ;  Maha  nila  goya, 
Matabatagoya,  Cing. 

Coloration,  Head,  neck,  and  lower  parts  to  vent  ashy  grey  with 
a  pink  tinge ;  forehead  and  chin  whitish ;  back,  rump,  upper  tail- 
coverts,  and  outer  surface  of  wings  bronze-green,  often  bluish  or 
purplish  in  patches ;  tail  bluish  green  above ;  primaries  and 
secondaries  blackish  above,  more  or  less  grey  on  the  outer  webs ; 
rectrices  and  quills  beneath  dull  brown  with  a  yellowish  tinge; 
under  tail-coverts  liver-coloured  (dark  dull  maroon). 

Bill  grey,  the  region  of  the  nostrils  dull  red ;  irides  red ;  edges 
of  the  eyelids,  logs  and  feet  purplish  red  (Gates). 

Length  17:  tail  6*5;  wing  9;  tarsus  1*1 ;  bill  from  gape  1"4. 
There  is  considerable  variation  in  size,  and  specimens  from  Travan- 
core  and  Ceylon  ((7.  pusilla)  have  the  wings  only  8  to  8*5  inches 
long. 

Diftrihutian.  In  the  Peninsula  of  India  this  Pigeon  is  found 
only  in  the  forest-region  east  of  long.  80°  from  the  Ganges  to  a 
little  south  of  the  Godavari,  and  in  the  Malabar  coast  region  as  far 
north  as  Canara.    It  may  occur  near  Bombay,  but  this  is  doubtful  *. 

*  There  is  in  the  British  Museum  a  specimen  labelled  Bombay  from  Sykes's 
collection,  but  the  species  is  not  recorded  in  Sykes's  li>t.  and  a  specimen 
of  the  Himalayan  Dendrotreron  hodgsoni,  also  from  Sykes's  collection,  occurs 
similarly  labelled.  Butler,  in  the  '  Bombay  Gazetteer/  says  that  Carpophaga 
^mea  was  included  in  Major  Lloyd*s  Konkan  list  and  that  he  may  have  seen  it 
onoe  himself  at  Khandala.    But  neither  Fairbank  nor  Vidal  records  it. 

C2 
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I  can  find  uo  trust  worth  j  record  of  the  Imperial  Pigeon's 
occurrence  in  tne  Camatic,  Mysore,  the  Cent  ml  Provinces  we^t 
of  hO'  £.  long.,  the  Bombay  Presidency  north  of  Canara,  nor  in  any 
part  of  Northern  India  lAest  of  the  Bajmehal  hills  and  Sikhim. 
This  species  is,  however,  common  in  Ceylon,  and  is  found  from 
the  base  of  the  Eastern  Himalayas  in  Sikhim  and  Bhutan  through- 
out Aft«am,  Burma,  and  the  Malay  countries  and  islands  to  the 
Philippines,  Borneo,  Java,  and  Flores. 

JJahitt,  4fC'  A  forest  bird,  chiefly  found  in  hilly  country  at  low 
elevations,  sometimes  associating  in  flocks,  but  more  often  seen 
singly  or  in  parties  of  two  or  three.  Like  all  members  of  the 
family  it  is  purely  a  fruit -eater,  it  keeps  much  to  high  trees,  and 
it  rarely  descends  to  the  ground  except  to  drink,  which  it:  does  in 
the  morning  and  afternoon.  I  have  myself  seen  it  drinking  at 
the  latter  time.  Jerdon  found  it  visiting  the  Malabar  coast  with 
Ducula  cuprea.  The  call  is  a  low  guttural  dissyllabic  note.  This 
bird  is  one  of  the  best  of  all  Indian  pigeons  for  the  table.  The 
ne»t  is  the  usual  flimsy  platform  of  straw  and  sticks,  and  one  egs^ 
is  usually  laid,  but  two  are  said  to  have  been  observed.  An  egfi: 
measured  l*b  by  1'32.  The  breeding-season  in  Ceylon  (f^iffff)  and 
near  the  Godiivari  (Jerdon)  is  in  April  and  Mav,  in  the  Andamans 
July  {Wimbtrley)^  in  Tenasserim  February  and  March  (Bingham). 


12S5.  Carpophaga  intiilariB.     The  Aicobttr  Imperial  Piijeon. 

(^arpopha^  svlvatica  (Tickelt)^  xht.^  Blyth,  J.A.S.  B,  xv,  p.  371. 
Carpophajra  inftularis,  Biifthf  J.A.S.B,  xxvii,  p.  270  (I80M) ;  id, 

IbiM,  1H58,  p.  133;  Ball,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  32  :  id.  S.  F, 

i,  p.  79 ;  JIume,  S.  F.  ii.  p.  202 ;  iv,  p.  291  ;  id  N.  «$•  £.  p.  49ft ; 

id.  Cat.  no.  780  bis ;  Gates  in  Humes  N.  4'  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  367  ; 

Sahadorif  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  l^f). 

Coloration.  Similar  to  that  of  C.  oenea^  except  that  the  grey  of 
the  head,  neck,  and  lower  parts  is  purer,  without  any  pink  or 
vinous  tinge ;  the  back,  rump,  and  wings  are  dark  metallic  bluish 
or  purplish  green,  the  tail  being  still  darker  and  more  purplish 
above  ;  the  quills  are  nearly  black  above,  and  the  lower  taii-co verts 
dull  rufous-brown. 

Bill  pale  plumbeous,  paler  at  tip,  darker  at  ba<5e  ;  iridos  red, 
varying  in  tint ;  eyelids  pale  lavender ;  legs  and  feet  deep  pink  to 
livid  purple  (Hume). 

I/ength  about  l.S-5;  tail  6*5;  wing  10;  tarsus  1*2;  bill  from 
gape  1*6. 

Distribution.  Peculiar  to  the  Nicobar  Islands. 

Utihits,  4'c.  Similar  to  those  of  C.  amea :  the  breeding-season, 
according  to  Davidson,  is  in  February  and  March. 

(leuus  DUCULA,  Hodgson,  1830. 

This  difff'rs  from  Carpo2)haga  in  having  the  inner  primaries 
obliquely  truncated  at  the  end  so  that  the  outer  web  projects 
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beyond  the  shaft,  in  the  toil  being  somewhat  longer  with  a  broad 
pale  band  at  the  end,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  green  on  the  back, 
wings,  and  tail,  which  are  rufous-brown  in  the  Indian  species. 

Five  species  are  known,  of  which  three  (perhaps  four)  occur 
within  Indian  liniite.  They  are  hill  birds,  living  in  forests  at 
considerable  elevations,  but  otherwise  they  resemble  Carpophagd 
in  habits. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Breait  and  abdomen  pale  ashy  grey. 

a'.  Crown  and  hind  neck  lilac IK  imigniB,  p.  21. 

h\  Crown  french-grey,  hind  neck  lilac     D.  t/nseicaptllay  p.  22. 

b.  Breast  and  abdomen  lilac i>.  cuprea,  p.  22. 

1286.  Ducnla  insignis.     Hodgson  g  Imperial  Pige&n, 
Ducula  insignifi,  Hodgs.  As.  Rts.  xix,  p.  162,  pi.  ix  (head  and  foot) 

Carpophaga  insignia,  Blyth^  J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  85o ;  id:  Cat,  p.  232 ; 
Jerdan,  B.  L  p.  457  ;  Godw.-AusL  J,  A.  ai.  B.  xliii,  pt,  2,  p.  171 ; 
xlv,  pt  2,  p.  83 ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  496 ;  id.  S.  F.  iii,  p.  328 ;  xi, 
p.  296 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  781 ;  Oates  %n  Hume's  N.  4*  /?.  2nd  ed.  ii, 
p.  368  J  Salvadori,  C<U.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  216. 

Dukul,  H.  in  Nepal ;  Fomoky  Lepcha. 

Color€Uion.  Forehead  ashy ;  crown,  sides  of  head,  nape,  and 
hind  neck  pale  lilac,  passing  on  the  upper  back  into  coppery 
brown,  which  passes  into  greyish  olive-brown  on  the  wings  and 
scapulars  ;  lower  back,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  blackish  grey  ; 
tail  above  blackish  grey  at  the  base,  becoming  black  beyond  the 
coverts,  terminal  third  or  rather  less  light  brownish  grey,  the 
feathers  much  paler  beneath  throughout  and  the  terminal  third 
light  ashy;  primary  and  secondary  quills  black  above,  blackish 
brown  beneath ;  chin  and  throat  white ;  breast,  abdomen,  and 
wing-lining  pale  ashy  grey ;  under  tail-coverts  pale  buff. 

Bill  and  legs  intense  sanguine,  terminal  hard  portion  of  the 
former  and  the  nails  dusky  brown  ;  orbital  skin  slaty,  merging  into 
purple ;  iris  hoary  or  blue-grey  {Hodijson). 

Length  about  20;  tail  7*5;  wing  9*5;  tarsus  1*25;  bill  from 
gape  1-5. 

Distribution.  Himalayas  of  Nepal,  Sikhim,  and  Bhutan,  at 
moderate  elevations  (about  2000-6000  feet) ;  also  Assam  and  the 
Hills  south  of  the  valley  *. 

Habits^  Sfc.  Very  similar  to  those  of  Carpophaga  (rnea,  the  note  of 
this  Pigeon  being  even  deeper.  It  is  said  to  lay  a  single  egg  from 
May  to  July.     An  egg  me-wures  1*72  by  1'28. 


*  The  bird  from  North  Caehar  deflcribed  as  C.  insignis  bj  Lieut.  Beavan  in 
Godwin-Auaten'e  paper  (J.  A.  8.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  ill),  I  think,  must  have 
been  C.  tgnea.  tt  was  only  16'5  inches  long,  had  a  slate-coloured  head  and 
dark  red  irides,  and  no  mention  ia  made  of  a  pale  terminal  band  on  the  tail. 
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1287.  Dacnla  grisdicapilla.     The  Qrey-hmded  Imperial  Pigeon, 

Carpophafra  insigui?^  apud  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  232,  part. ;   id.  J.  A.  S,  B. 

xxviii,  p.  416:  Blyth  Sf  Wald.  Birds  Burnt,  p.  144,  nee  Ducula 

insignia,  Hitdys. 
PCarpophaga  sp.,   Godw.-Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B  xxxix,  pt.  2,  pp.  Ill, 

Ducuia  jrriseicapilla,  Wald.  A.  M.  N.  H.  (4)  xvi,  p.  228  (1875)  ;  id. 

Ihift,  1875,  p.  469 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  iii,  p.  402  j    Wardl.-Raim.  Ibis, 

1877,  p.  467. 
Carpophaga  griseicapilla,  Davison^  S.  F.  v,  p.  460 ;   Hume  ^  Da  v. 

S.  F.   vi,  p.  418 ;   Hume,    Cat.   no.  781  ter ;    OateSf   B.  B.   ii, 

p.  302 ;  id,  in  Humt's  N.  ^  E.  2iid  ed.  ii,  p.  369 ;  Hume,  S.  F. 

xi,  p.  2^5  ;  HarteH,  J,  /.  O.  1889,  p.  433 ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M. 

xxi,  p.  217. 

Coloration.  A^ery  similar  to  that  of  D.  insignis,  from  which  the 
present  species  differs  in  having  the  crown  and  sides  of  the  head 
pure  french-grey,  darker  than  the  lower  parts  and  contrasting 
strongly  with  the  pinkish  grey  or  reddish  lilac  of  the  hind  neck. 
The  upper  back  and  smaller  wing-covens  are  more  coppery  and 
the  rump  darker  and  less  grey  than  in  2>.  insignia. 

Bill  reddish  plum-colour,  pale  at  the  tip  ;  irides  greyish  white, 
orbits  grey-brown  {Wardlaw-Mamsay) ;  legs  and  feet  ^^urplish 
lake;  soles  whity-brown  (Hume),  Measurements  as  in  J),  in- 
8-lgnis, 

Distribution.  11  ill-ranges  of  Assam,  Manipur,  Arrakan,  and 
Tenasseriui.  In  the  Assam  ranges  some  birds  appear  to  be  inter- 
mediate between  this  and  D,  insignis.  Specimens  (referred  to 
insignis)  from  Arrakan  were  presented  by  Sir  A.  Phayre  to  the 
Asiatic  Society  in  1844. 

Habit^  4'c,  Those  of  the  genus.  An  egg  obtained  by  Davison 
on  Mooleyit,  west  of  Moulmeiu,  on  January  27th  measured  1'61 
by  M6. 

This  bird  may,  like  the  next  species,  visit  the  sea-coast  at 
particular  seasons,  and  if  so  is  probably  the  pigeon  seen  by 
Davison  at  Mergui  in  August  (S.  F.  vi,  p.  417).  Hume  suggests 
that  the  specifes  was  the  Malaccan  D,  badia,  which  may  be  known 
by  its  smaller  size  and  coppery-red  mantle. 

1288.  Dncnla  cnprea.     Jerdoi^s  Imperial  Pigeon, 

Columba  cuprea,  Jerdon,  Madr.  Jottr.  L.  S.  xii,  p.  12  (1840). 

Carpophaga  insignis,  apud  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  457  (^partim) ; 
Davidson,  Jour,  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  v,  p.  329. 

Carpophaga  cuprea,  Hume,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  3i^8 ;  Hume  ^  Botird.  S.  F. 
iv,  p.  403;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  781  bis;  Board.  S.  F.  ix,  p.  303: 
Davis'm,  S.  F.  x,  p.  407 :  Taylor,  ibid.  p.  404 ;  Oates  in  Hume's 
iV'.  4"  F.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  368 :  Davidson,  Jour.  Bom.  X.  H.  Soc.  vj, 
•|).  340 ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  215. 

Coloration  similar  to  that  of  D.  insignis,  except  that  the  back 
and  wings  are  dull  olive-brown,  without  ruddy  or  coppery  tinge  ; 
the  muip  is  dark  grey  more  or  less  tinged  with  olive,  and  the 
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termiual  fourth  of  the  tail  is  brownish  grey  above  ;  the  chin  and 
throat  are  white,  the  rest  of  the  head  and  neck,  with  the  breast 
and  abdomen  are  lilac  ;  the  lower  abdomen  tinged  with  ochreous  ; 
lower  tail-coverts  maize,  and  wing4ining  dark  slaty  grey. 

Bill  dull  lake-red  at  the  base,  slaty  at  the  tip ;  orbits  lake-red  ; 
irides  red- brown  ;  legs  dull  lake-red  (Jerdon), 

Length  about  17 ;  tail  7 ;  wiug  9  ;  tarsus  1*2 ;  bill  from  gape 
1-3. 

Distribution.  The  hili-ranges  near  the  Malabar  coast  from 
Cauara  to  Cape  Cotnoriu. 

Babits,  4c^:  Those  of  the  genus.  Jerdon,  the  discoverer  of  this 
bird,  found  it  visiting  the  coast  near  Cannanore  in  large  numbers 
during  the  months  of  April  and  May  for  the  purpose  of  feediiij; 
on  the  buds  of  Avicennia  and  other  plants  peculiar  to  salt-water 
swamps.  At  other  times  of  the  year  it  keeps  to  the  hill-forests, 
in  which  it  breeds,  according  to  the  observations  of  Messrs.  F.  W. 
Bourdillon  and  I.  Macpherson,  from  March  to  May,  at  the  same 
season  that  Jerdon  found  it  visiting  the  coast.  Davidson  took  an 
egg  in  Canara  on  February  13th.  The  nests  are  of  the  usual 
kind,  in  small  trees,  10  to  15  feet  from  the  ground,  and  one  egg 
is  laid,  measuring  about  1*73  by  1*29. 


Genus  MYRISTICIVORA,  Reichenb.,  1852. 

This  genus  is  distinguished  from  all  its  allies  by  its  extra- 
ordinary coloration ;  white,  with  parts  of  the  wing  and  tail 
black,  or,  in  some  species,  grey.  The  tail  is  shorter  than  in 
Carpophaga.  Five  species  are  known,  ranging  from  the  Andamans 
and  Nicobars  to  Australia,  but  only  one  comes  within  Britisli 
Indian  boundaries. 


1289.  tfyristicivora  bicolor.     The  Pied  Imperial  Pigeon. 

Colutuba  bicolor,  Scop,  Del,  Flor.  et  Faun,  Instibr.  ii,  p.  94  (178G). 
Carpophaga  mjrristicivora,   apud  Blythj  J.  A,  S.  B,   xv,  p.   371 ; 

Beaean,  Ibts,  1867,  p.  332  ;  Ball,  J,  A.  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  3'2 ; 

nee  Columba  myristicivora;  Scop, 
Carpophaga   bicolor,  BIyth,  Cat.   p.  232;    Pelzeln,   Novara  Iteihe, 

Vikf.  p.   107 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  \,  p.  79 ;  Hanie,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  264 ;  id. 

A.  4-  E,  p.  496;   Sharpe,  P.  Z,  S,   1875,  p.   108 ;  Blyth,   Birdn 

Bunn.  p.   145;  Hume  Sf  Dav.  S.  F.   vi,   p.   418;  Ilume,    Cat. 

no.  781  quint. :  Oatea,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  303 ;  id.  in  Hume  a  X,  iSf  F. 

2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  369. 
Myristicivora  bicolor,  Bonap.  Consp.  Ad.  ii.  p.  3G;    Ji'alden,    i'raiM. 

Z,  S,  ix,  p.  217;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  227. 

Coloration.  Creamy  white,  except  the  primaries  and  secondaries 
(the  tertiaries  are  while),  greater  primary-coverts,  winglet,  the 
terminal  half  of  the  median  tail-feathers  and  a  gradually  dim  in - 
ishtog  proportion  on  the  outer  rectrices,  which  are  black ;  the 
white  extends  far  down  the  shaft  and  middle  of  the  outermost 
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pair  of  tail-feathers,  whilst  the  black  runs  up  the  outer  margin 
sometimes  for  three-fourths  of  the  length. 

Bill  leaden-blue,  the  tip  darkish  homy  or  dark  plumbeous.: 
irides  dark  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  pale  smalt-blue  (Davison), 

length  about  16 ;  tail  5%5 ;  wing  9 ;  tarsus  1*2 ;  bill  from 
gape  1'4. 

Distribution.  From  the  Andamans  and  Nicobars  through  the 
Malay  Archipelngo  to  New  Guinea  and  Australia,  where  a  local 
form  (M,  Bpilorrhoa)  occurs.  This  Pigeon  breeds  on  the  Nicobars 
and  is  a  seasonal  visitant'  to  the  Andamans,  Cocas,  Narcondam, 
Barren  Island,  and  according  to  Blyth  to  the  Mergui  Archipelago, 
but  not,  so  far  as  is  kno>«ii,  to  the  mainland  of  Tenasserim. 
According  to  Dr.  Maingay,  this  species  also  visits  the  islands  only 
on  the  coast  of  the  Malay  Peninsula. 

Habits^  Sfc,  Though  found  in  great  numbers  at  the  Nicobars, 
this  bird,  according  to  Davison,  is  irregularly  distributed,  being 
very  common  in  some  islands  but  absent  in  others.  In  some  it 
keeps  much  to  mangrove  swamps.  It  lays  a  single  egg  in  January, 
February,  or  March,  and  makes  the  usual  platform  nest  on  man- 
groves. A  single  egg  obtained  by  Captain  Wimberley  measured 
1-78  by  1*25.  The  bird  is  a  fruit-eater,  and  in  its  general  habits 
closely  resembles  Carpopliaga, 


Subfamily  CALCENADINiE. 

The  Nicobar  Pigeon,  which  with  an  allied  species  forms  the 
present  subfainily,  agrees  with  the  Carpophaf/ince  in  having  an 
oil-gland  and  ambiens  muscle,  but  no  intestinal  cax'a ;  it  differs 
in  having  only  12  tail-feathers,  long  tarsi,  elongate  feathers  on  the 
neck,  and  metallic  plumage. 


Genus  CAL(ENAS,  G.  B.  Gray,  1840. 

The  genus  Calmiaa  is  distinguished  by  its  long  neck-hackles, 
longest  and  narrow  on  the  Wk  of  the  neck,  disintegrated  and 
hair-like  on  the  occiput  and  fore  neck.  The  bill  is  large  and  the 
apical  portion  curved  ;  it  bears  a  fleshy  protuberance,  larger  ia 
males  than  in  females,  at  the  base  of  the  culmen ;  the  wings  are 
long  and  point e<l ;  tail  of  12  feathers,  short  and  rounded ;  feet 
Htrone;  tarsus  naked,  stout,  longer  than  the  mid-toe  without  claw. 

Only  two  species  are  known,  of  which  one  inhabits  the  Nicobar 
Islands. 

1200.  CaloBnas  nicobarica.     The  I^iaihar  Pit/eon. 

(^lumba  nicobsrica,  Linn,  Sf^st,  Nat  i,  p.  283  (1766). 
Cala>nR8  nirobarica,  G.  R,  Gray,  List  Gm,  B.  p.  69  (1840);  Bfyfh, 
Cat.  p.  238 ;  td,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxviii,  p.  274 ;  Bali,  J.  A,  S,  B. 


«xix,pt.2,  p.32;  id.S.F.i,p.S\  i  Humf,S.l:ii.^.in  ;  BtytA, 
Itirtii  Burm.  p.  147  ;  Hitmt  *  Zton.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  4L>r, ;  Hume,  Cat. 
no-DWhis;  data,  B.  B.  ii.p.2m:  id.in  HumeiA'.^E.2ivied. 
ii,  p.  366;  Salradori,  Cat.  B.  M.  iii,  p,  816. 

Coloration.  Head  and  reck  dark  slaty  greT,  roost  of  the  neck- 
hackles  the  same,  but  the  longei^t  hacklea  an<J  the  ujiptir  plumi^ 
generally  rich  metallic  greeii,  changing  to  coppery  bronse ;  outer 
wing-coverts  and  outer  borders  of  quills  aleel-blue ;  primary  and 
secondary  quills,  except  on  their  outer  upper  borders,  black ;  tail 
with  longer  upper  aod  lo«er  coverts  white  ;  lower  parts  dork 
metallic  greeD,  purplish  on  upper  breast. 


Fig.  A.— Hetd  of 'C.  mroiaricn.    j. 

Tonng  birds  vant  the  bnckles,  and  the  tail  is  broniy  grfwii) 
wbiln  thfi  plumage  tceueraliy  is  duller. 

Bill  and  Heshy  base  deep  blackish  grey  ;  irides  deep  brown  ; 
feet  pinkish  lake  to  dull  purplish  lilac  ;  claws  yellow  (I/ume). 

Length  about  IC;  tail  3-5;  wing  10-25;  tarsus  1-7;  b;ll  from 
gape  1-5. 

Dutr&iUion.  The  Malay  Archipelago  from  the  Nicobnrs  to  th»* 
Solomon  Islands.  This  bird  apparently  never  visits  the  Continent ; 
it  abounds  on  the  Nicobsrsand  breeds  in  numbers  on  the  island  of 
Batty  Malve  and  perhapn  on  some  of  the  other  islands.  It  has 
been  sent  from  the  Cocos  north  of  the  Andamans,  and  a  single 
individual  was  once  seen  hy  Davinon  near  Aberdi-en  in  Noiith 
AndamaD.     It  is  also  said  to  visit  the  Mergui  Archipelago. 

Hahiu,  if.  This  grand  Pigeon  roosts  and  buihfs  ils  ncnt  on 
trees,  but  feeds  entirely  on  the  ground  on  swds.  Itx  flijjht  is 
heavy ;  it  is  a  silent  bird,  but  occasionally  utiors  a  hoarse  iTiink. 
It  makes  the  usual  nest,  a  platform  of  twigs  on  n  tree,  niid  Inys  a 
■ingle  pure  white  egg,  minutely  pitied  throughout,  not  ghmHV,  anil 
meaaoriDg  about  1-84  by  127. 
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Subfamily  PHABIN.E. 

This  is  a  very  ill-defined  group,  containing  a  nuuber  of  African, 
Indian,  and  Auntralian  Doves,  agreeing  in  anatomy  with  Calcencuf^ 
and  having  hke  it  12  tail-feathers,  but  distinguished  by  the 
restriction  of  the  feathers  with  a  metallic  lustre  to  the  mantle,  and 
by  the  absence  of  neck -hackles. 

Genus  CHALCOPHAPS,  Gould,  1843. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  Indian  Columhida,  the  Bronze- 
winged,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  Emerald  Dove,  easily 
recognized  by  its  bronzed  metallic  green  mantle,  is  the  sole  repre- 
sentative within  our  area  of  Chalcophaps,  a  genus  containing  about 
6  species  and  langiug  from  the  Himalayas  and  Malabar  to  Austraha. 
The  bill  is  slender ;  the  wings  moderately  long,  with  the  2nd  and 
<*5rd  quills  longest ;  the  tail,  of  12  feathers,  is  considerably  shorter 
than  the  wiiig,  and  slightly  rounded;  the  tarsus  slender  and  bare, 
about  equal  to  the  middle  toe  in  length,  and  the  feet  adapted  for 
ground  habits.     iSext^s  differing  in  plumagcT 

1291.  Chalcophaps  indica.     TIu  Bronze-wiiujed  Dovt, 

Columba  indica,  Linn.  Si/at  Nat,  i,  p.  284  (1706V 
Cbalcophaps  indica,  Blyth^  J.  A,  H.  B,  xiv,  p.  K.")}) ;  id.  Cat,  p.  237  ; 
Jerdon,  B,  L  iii,  p.  484;  Bfythf  Ibis,  l8<)7,  p.  lol;  Beatnn, 
ibid.  p.  332;  Oodw.-Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B,  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  112; 
Bail,  i>\  F.  i,  p.  80;  Waldrn,  Ibi*,  1873,  p.  315;  Ilume,  N.  *  E, 
p.  500;  id.  A.  F.  ii,  p.  200;  Blyth  i^"  Wald.  Birds  Bunn,  p.  147 ; 
Jhtme  ^'  Bow'd,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  404  ;  Lfflis,  A'.  F.  v,  p.  40;  Fairbank, 


c.  p. 
Vidtdy  S,  F,  IX,  p.  75;  Bingham,  ibid.  p.  105;  Butler ^  ibid,  p.  421  ; 
Beidf  ibid,y.  500 ;  J)avv*on,  S.  F.  x,  p.  408 ;  Tat/lor ^  ibid,  p.  4(54  ; 
Oaies,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  2^)7 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  j).  203 ;  Hume,  S,  F. 
xi,  p.  300 ;  Otttes  in  Hume's  y,  ^  E,  2nd  ed.  li,  p.  3(J3;  ISakadori, 
Cat,  B,  M,  xxi,  p.  514. 
Chaleophaps  au^unta,  Bmiap.  Consp.  Av,  ii,  p.  02  (l8o4) ;  Bfythf 
Ibis,  18<)8,  p.  133;  Ball,  «y.  F,  i,  p.  81. 

Rayn  ghuyu,  Raj-ghuf/n,  IJeng. ;  Andi-bella-gutra,  Tel. ;  Pathaki  prda. 
Tain.,  Ceylon;  JV'i/a  Kabeya,  Ciug. ;  Ka-er,  Lopcha;  Mati-Kiqiohu, 
Assamese ;  Gyo-Sane,  Burmese. 

Coloration,  Male,  Forehead  and  supercilia  white,  passing  into 
the  dark  bluish  grey  of  the  crown  and  nape ;  sides  of  head  and 
neck  all  round  deep  vinous  red ;  a  few  grey  feathers  or  sometimes 
a  narrow  grey  baud  down  the  back  of  the  nock ;  upper  back,  uin^- 
coverts,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  outer  webs  of  secondaries  metallic 
emerald-green  changing  to  coppery  bronze;  small  wing-coverts 
near  edge  of  wing  vinous  grey,  separated  by  a  narrow  white  bar 
from  the  green ;  greater  primary-coverts,  primaries,  and  secon- 
daries dark  brown,  inner  borders  of  quills  near  base  and  the  wing- 
lining  chestnut;  lower  back  coppery  bronze  with  two  pale  grey 
cross-bands,  the  hinder  bordering  the  rump,  which  is  dark  grey 
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wilh  blackish  edges  to  the  feathers ;  tail  blafki?h  brown,  outer  I' 
or  three  pairs  of  featben  grey,  witK  a  broad  ^ubtenuiiitil  bis 
band ;  lower  parts  deep  vinous,  paler  on  throat  aud  abtloiiu 
lovFer  tail-coverts  dark  e 


Ftmale.  Forehead  and  supercilia  pale  grey;  crown,  i>n|ie,  bind 
neck,  aad  sides  of  neck  brown  tinged  with  vinous,  stualler  winn- 
foverts  near  edge  of  wing  brown,  the  white  bar  nlmeiit  or 
scarcely  perceptible;  upper  tail-courts  rufous-brown  with  diirk 
edges,  middle  four  rectwces  blackish  brown,  next  two  pairn  ruioun 
nejr  the  base,  outer  two  pairs  grey  near  the  bane  and  at  tips  as  in 
the  male;  lower  surface  brown  with  a  viiiouH  tinge;  bnck  and 
vings  as  in  male.  Young  birds  are  at  first  dull  brown  alxive,  wil  b 
very  little  green,  and  are  barred  rufous  and  dnrk  brown  Ix.'ni'alh. 

Bill  red ;  iris  dark  brown  ;  eyelids  plumbeous  ;  li-g«  du«ky  n-il, 
cL-iws  pale  horn-colour  {Onles). 

Length  about  l(J-5 ;  tail  :i-75 ;  wing  5-7S ;  tarniiB  1 ;  bill  fii-rii 

Ditlribulion.  Throughout  the  I-ower  Himaluyn'.  as  fur  w>i«i  n- 
Mussooree,  and  probably  Kashmir  {Adams,  I'.  '/,.  H.  I^*.',!),  u.  1^7) 
from  the  base  to  about  (Kt'NJ  feet  elevation,  aUo  ]>in>-r  and  iMiii'-rri 
Bengal,  the  forest  tracts  between  tie  fJiini^Pi  and  thii  Miilinniidi 
(and  probably  as  far  south  att  the  (ii^lnvnrif,  i-nst  of  lot.  *■■'>'  ]',.. 
and  the  forests  near  the  Mabbar  coast  Inm  Tap'r  ('ntnortii  l<i  ll>'- 
neighbourhood  of  Bombay,  but,  no  far  as  I  i-iui  w-i-rtaiii,  imwh'-i'ii 
else  in  India ;  certainly  not.  a*  Jerd'in  ii'fii''*.  rliri'iii'b'nit  Indin, 
This  dove  is  found  in  Ceyl.m.  alv)  in  the  Ai.d.ifr.nnt  ni.'l  >i>olflir*. 
and  is  generally  distribut*^  fr-rni  .4.**»in.  trir'iiit^t.in.t  i1>-  ti'inw"- 

countries.  Malay  Peiiin.ula  and  .^r- b.; -itii.".  U.  .S.*  (> i.  ni.'l 

through  South  China  to  tli*:  V.  -.'..-..f  f—. 

HaiyiU,^c.  Thit  k-apiiif.!  Ij.,-  m  t'.-.rA  'ii.-.y  in  U.f.\'  »,-\ 
damp  thickly-wooiW  parli  of  il'.»-'r.'.r.fpt.  !n,'\  .<  /-.r,H.f,-,iri  i..,..'.,tt 
It  is  far  from  shy  and  uisT  (■>;  u-»ri  ii^r:.\y  iit,  i'.t'tr  ;,.•■.<  in'--v_ 
which  or  along  »tri*m*t»'l'  ii  »U*r,'-<  <■■'.  p.-- *■  t*.J  i,"*  vf.'.f 
dbturbed.  hut  it  i.<i-^iLy  f..rr^  fit..<  *  'V r  'i,'-*','i-  ik^rt  r,  ..'.'rri,  i.t 
never  rises  far  from  tbt  ^•f.:A.  Ir.  i'-'-i'.i  i.t,  'j";-,-,.-*  *f'l  tt/i\i 
picked  up  from  li.*  ff-".-.;.,!,  %iA  rS-*  'a,  ■^  ,i.-v.  y\i.  ■•'■  *i..l 
prolonged.  It  hr-^i*  ir'.r.-.  iv.>:-xr-;  ftr  »''-,■■  ,*^,>  r/,  i  ,  •_  4.,'t  f.** 
probably  two  bn»i»:  ^1-,*  n^r.  r«.',-i«  ta.wf  i-'*y4  ri-  tr.  f  n  'A 
other  doves,  is  a  <!*(L;-<iif*s;  ■*■;■  (i.»!iir  *'i"  .-"■..•■■  ■.'*  ,-■.■■,'■■«  >■!-■<  '•• 
twigs  vithont  Untris.  I'.n  "i^n  ■»!,■•  "•••n.".;  v  ■•  -  v,  ;.■},>  f,-,„- 
buff,  two  iu  number,  ar:.i  r>ifn.'';.'i  ^■•■.•rf-  1  1  .'i-'    <  > 
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Subfamily  COLUMBIN.E. 

The  coTDinon  Pigeons  and  Doves  appear  to  be  the  least  specialized 
anatomically  of  the  whole  order,  for  they  retain  the  arobiens 
muscle,  intestinal  caeca,  and  oil-gland  that  so  many  of  their  allies 
have  lost.  All  have  12  rectrices.  Ihey  exhibit  considerable 
differences  and  have  been  variously  arranged,  the  true  Doves  of 
the  genus  Turtur  being  generally  placed  in  a  distinct  subfamily 
from  Columba,  but  there  is  no  structural  character  of  importance, 
internal  or  external,  by  which  the  two  can  be  separated. 

Kei/  to  the  Genera, 

a.  Tail  less  than  %  wing  in  length. 

a'.  Neck-feathers  not  acuminate,  dark  bare 

on  secondaries Columba,  p.  28. 

b\  Neck-feathers  acuminate,  no  dark  bars 

on  secondaries Dknorotrrron,  p.  32. 

b.  Tail  not  longer  than  wing,  but  exceeding  ^ 

i  of  it. 
r'.  Larger,  no  white  tips  to  tail-feathers ; 
tarsus  shorter  than  mid-toe  without 
claw. 
a",  A  white  bar,  conspicuous  beneath, 

across  tail Palumbub,  p.  34. 

b'.  No  white  bttr  across  tail Albocomus,  p.  35. 

ti'.  Smaller;    white  or  grey  tips  to  tail: 
tarsus  longer  than  mid-toe  without 
claw, 
c".  Sexes    alike;    2nd    and   3rd    quills 

longest '. TcBTUR,  p.  30. 

d".  Sexes  different;  Ist  and  2nd  quills 

longest G^NOPOPKLIA,  p.  47. 

c.  Tail  longer  than  wing  and  much  graduated.    Macropygia,  p.  48. 

Genus  COLVMBA,  Linn.,  1766. 

This  is  the  typical  genus  of  the  Columbine  order,  and  contains 
the  Eock-Pigeons  or  Rock-Doves  and  their  allies.  The  Wood- 
Pigeons  have  been  alternately  included  in  the  genus,  as  in  Salvador's 
Catalogue,  and  classed  apart ;  but  the  latter  plan  is  here  followed, 
as  according  better  with  the  generic  arrangement  adopted  in  other 
orders.  The  division  of  this  group  of  Pigeons  into  genera  of  equal 
value  is  a  difficult  task,  although  simpler  when  only  the  Pigeons  of 
a  restricted  area  need  arrangement  than  when  all  the  known 
species  require  to  be  classitied. 

In  the  genus  as  here  defined  the  corneous  portion  of  the  bill  is 
slender,  the  soft  basal  part  swollen  above  the  nostrils,  which  are 
linear  and  oblique ;  the  wings  are  long  and  pointed,  2nd  quill 
longest  (except  in  6\  rttj)estriM^  in  which  the  1st  exceeds  the  2nd), 
1st  much  longer  than  4th ;  the  tarsus  is  naked  and  longer  than  the 
bill  from  the  gape,  and  the  teet  are  formed  for  walking,  the  toes 
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being  slender  and  the  soles  narrow.  The  tail  is  short,  scarcely 
projecting  beyond  the  ends  of  the  closed  wings,  and  measuring 
half  as  much  as  the  wing  in  length  or  a  little  more.  8exes  alike. 
Plumage  chiefly  grey,  with  distinct  black  or  dusky  cross-bars  on 
the  secondaries  and  their  coverts. 

The  Bock-Pigeons  associate  in  large  flocks  and  mostly  make 
their  nests  on  rocks  or  buildings.  The  Stock-Doves  make  nests  in 
the  hollows  of  trees  or  in  rabbit-burrows. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Neck-feathers  with  metallic  gloss;  lower  parts 

grey. 
a\  Bill  blackish ;  legs  red. 
a".  No  white  band  across  tiiil. 

a^.  Lower  back  grey  like  rump    C.  UUermedia,  p.  29. 

b^.  Lower  back  white C.  //Vmi,  p.  30. 

h",  A  white  band  across  tail C,  rupestru,  p.  30. 

h'.  Bill  and  legs  yellowish C.  ewirnmanm^  p.  31. 

b.  Xeck  and  lower  parts  white,  no  metallic  gloss  .     C  leuconotOj  p.  32. 

1292.  Coluinba  intermedia.      The  Indian  Blue  Eock- Pigeon. 

Columba  intermedia,  Sfrickl.  A.  M.  N.  H.  xiii.  p.  30  0844)  j  BU/th, 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  801 ;  Layard,  A,  M.  N,  If.  (2)  xiv,  p.  'o9 ; 
Stoliczka,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xx.xvii,  pt.  2,  p.  06 ;  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  248  ;  Jerdon, 
B,  L  iii,  p.  469;  Humcy  S.  F.  i,  p.  217;  Adatny  ibid,  p.  390; 
Bail,  S,  K  li,  p.  425 ;  iii,  p.  208  ;  vii,  p.  224 ;  Hume,  N.  ^'  ^.  p.  490 ; 


p. 
Humes  N,  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  344 ;   Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi 
p.  259.  *  ' 

Columba  livia,  apud  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  233 ;   id.  Birds  Bumu  p.  145  • 
nee  Bonn. 

Kabuiar,  H. ;  Pdrawd,  Mahi. ;  Gudi  pourai,  Tel. ;  Kovilpura,  Tarn.  • 
Mdda-praa,  Tarn.,  Ceylon. 

Coloration.  Slaty  grey,  the  neck  glossed  all  round  with  metallic 
green,  changing  to  purplish  red,  the  latter  ])revailing  on  the  upper 
breast ;  back,  scapulars,  and  wings  more  ashy,  no  white  band  on 
the  lower  back;  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail  darker ;  t\\  o  bars 
of  black  across  the  wings,  one  on  the  greater  coverts,  the  other 
formed  by  the  tips  of  the  secondaries,  and  a  broad  band  on  the 
tditiaries;  tail  with  the  terminal  fourth  blackish  and  the  basal 
thiee-quarters  of  the  outer  web  in  the  outermost  rectrices  white  • 
axillaries,  bases  of  quills,  and  inner  part  of  wing-lining  white  or 
y\iTy  pale  grey. 

Bill  black,  with  a  white  mealiness  at  the  tumid  base  of  its  upper 
mandible;  irides  brownish  orange;  lids  bluish  white,  and  legs 
reddish  pink  {BlyUi).  ^ 
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Length  about  13  ;  tail  5 ;  wing  9;  tarsus  1*2;  bill  from  gape  1. 

Distribution,  Throughout  India  and  Ceylon,  except  in  forest  or 
on  high  hills,  ranging  west  to  Southern  Persia  and  east  to  China 
and  Japan ;  rare  in  Burma,  wanting  in  Tenas$erim  and  probably 
in  Pegu,  but  found  in  Upper  Burma. 

Habits,  Sfc,  A  bird  haunting  rocky  cliffs,  old  buildings,  walls, 
and,  when  encouraged,  human  habitations  generally,  nesting  in  all 
the  places  named  and,  iu  Western  and  North-western  India  espe- 
cially, in  viells.  The  Indian  Pigeon  is  most  common  in  cultivated 
country,  and  feeds  on  grain  and  seeds.  It  is,  as  Blyth  has  shown, 
the  wild  species,  from  which  the  numerous  breeds  of  domestic 
pigeons,  peculiar  to  India,  are  derived.  Pigeons  are  generally 
protected  by  natives  of  India,  both  Hindus  and  Mahomedans  ; 
in  Bajputana  they  are  regarded  as  almost  sacred  birds  and  no  one 
is  allowed  to  kill  them.  They  breed  in  Northern  India  from 
December  to  May,  later  in  the  south,  and  lay  two  eggs  in  a  hole 
in  a  cliff,  wall,  temple,  tomb,  or  well.    Eggs  measure  1*45  by  1*12. 

1293.  Colnmba  livia-     Tht  Blue  Boch-Pigeon. 

Columba  livia,  Bonnaferre,  Enq/cl,  MM,  i,  p.  227  (1790);  P/yM, 
('at,  p.  233  pt. ;  Hume,  S,  I\  i.  p.  218 ;  O'tpps,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  296  ; 
Humcy  Cat,  no.  788  bis  ;  Biddulph,  Ihvi,  1881,  p.  92  ;  Scttlli/,  ibid, 
p.  584  ;  Stcinhoe,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  117 ;  Barnes,  S,  F,  ix,  p.  457  ;  id. 
Birds  Bom.  p.  289  ;  St,  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  173  ;  Sharpe,  Yarkand 
Miss,,  Aitf,  p.  116 ;  Salradori,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxi,  p.  252. 

Columba  neglecta,  Hume,  Lah,  to  Yark,  p.  272  (1873). 

Coloration,  This,  the  Blue  Rock-Pigeon  or  Rock-Dove  of 
Europe,  differs  from  the  Indian  C.  intermedia  only  in  having  the 
lower  back  (not,  as  sometimes  stated,  the  rump)  while.  Usually, 
too,  the  general  tint  is  paler. 

Distribution.  The  Western  Pala^arctic  region,  with  Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan,  Sind,  the  Punjab,  Kashmir,  and  occasionally  other 
parts  of  Northern  India.  The  birds  found  in  North-western 
India  are  usually  intermediate  between  the  two  races,  and  have  a 
comparatively  narrow  white  or  whitish  band  on  the  lower  back, 
not  a  broad  band  like  European  birds. 

1294.  Columba  rupestris.     The  Blue  Hill-Pigeon. 

Columba  oenas,  var.  d  rupestris,  Pall,  Zooyr,  Bosso-Asiat,  i,  p.  560 

(1811). 
Columba  rupestris,  Bonap,  Consp,  Av.  ii,  p.  48  (1854) ;   Moore, 

P.  Z.  S,  1859,  p.  400 ;  Jerdon,  B.  1,  iii,  p.  470 ;  Stoliczka,  J,  A.  S.  B\ 

xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  06 ;  Huyne,   Cat,  no.  789;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881, 

p.  92  :  ScttUt/,  ibid.  p.  584  :  C.  H,  T,  Marshall,  Ibis,  1884,  p.  421  ; 

Skarjie,  Yarkand  miss.,  Aves,  p.  116;  Salvador i,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxi, 

p.  250. 
Colimiba  livia,  var.,  Adams,  P.  Z,  S.  1858,  p.  497 ;  1859,  p.  187. 
Columba  rupicola, .  «;wW  Hume  ^-  Henders.  Lah,  to  Yark.  p.  273; 

Sculitj,  S,  F  iv,  p.  1 76. 

Coloration   very  similar  to   that  of    C,  livia;   but  the  upper 
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surface  is  slight  I  r  pairr,  and  the  !ower  breast.  a''5i'>Tien,  and  iower 
rBil-ci»-i?Tt5  are  pait?  ar^hv  erev.  the  upper  brea'*^t  i*  ri-ct-d  tri^h 
li-ac,  aiul  t}i':*t«  is  a  br:iad  wh.tr*  bai-i  aoro>§  th-  mii:.':^  of  iLe 
taLl.  The  k»wer  la  -k  t*  wb;:e.  a.^  in  C.  Ji'  in  iLe  ran.^  and  uir^r 
tail-coreru  dark  j'.^rr  stv-t. 

The  wins  is  Ttriy  p-.i  .trd.  the  Ist  q:iill  being  as  I'-^nz  a*  ihe 
2cd  «"r  l"n.zer. 

BL.  ll^ci;  irli'^  pVi-a  r^i  :  f^^r  \'z-^x^t-t^  •  '^"r  \.:rlT.. 

l>rEirh  aSi'Ut  13 :  till  o  :  vii::  l^  :  Tar^-^  1*1  :  t  .2!  fr  rr.  i:ar>?  •r*^ 

//.Vr. '■*<;-*?»,  Ce-DTni  A-ia  ir»^  G.z'i  to  S?j'S  S/:*:-r.a  ar.d 
Cor'-a:  cooTivon  in  T:'»-t  a^d  in  *-:n.'r  of  the  dr.rr  vjil>_v«  of  tLr" 
h'irh-r  Himalava.*.  TLi*  Pl^r-^-n  Ls«  l>^rn  r^.^'-ri-l  frr^-a  G  I^jt, 
I>ns.  Leh.  and  the  Uzz^-r  Ir  !u<  V?1>t  r-r.rrallr.  LaLaiL  Ur-'^^r 
K':riaanaci  T:':-rt  n-.-t-.  or  '^:'*.-i:rr..l  it  sr^f.-ini--.^  la'*-,  ^-i  Ka^'iiiir, 
SikLim,  arid  Dar"":  nc  in  tLe  Br-*:*h  Ma^c-Lim  Cvlirrvtion  prc»l<al' > 
come  from  a>re  n-'*  .-n  ivral:"i«=-«. 

H-vits.  S'c.  Th>  P.j-«'>n  Li*  ir-nrra'/.y  ^^--^n  sr^^^n  a«'5^"*ra*:nir  in 
fc«-ks  wirL  C.  -i  -i.  I*«  hv:t*  zTe  *:'i.:ldr:  Ma'-H:kll  fc:iji  it 
breecini:  an  cliS<  in  the  Pa-gi  V^l-rT  « L'p>r-r  Checabu 


1:295.  OoliimbA  eremnOTui      TV  Biwum  Si  rl-Pl^r^iL. 

*SVir»T^,  Jg-^-jW  -V.**^  ^ r-rfw  p.  110:  .Vz-.-ai.  ri.  C'rf.  £.  Af.  lii. 

rAl*zn^-»=^:-a  e^^vFTr.<r.ii.  L\*\,  J.  A.  S.  B.   ixrL  p  f?lf<:  J"^-*?  n. 

B.  1.  iii,  p.  4<  :  B^-s'^n  /*  iJ.  I -*:^.  ^.  :>74  :  //,. ^,,  .v?  /:  i.  j .  .: 7; 

»^.  Ar   iT'^-f.   Z-ci.    f  •  F'.-^'-.    p.   iTTl.    pi.   XIX.;   il.    (".'T.   i>...  r< : 

r  il-  r.  -Vc-*'.c. .  /•  -*.  l-v>4.  p.  4i'i  :  \S^'-mrt,  i..r^#  B.  m.  p.  ^r ; 

Betn,  S.  F.  I-  T-  -*  ■*. 
P*:-i:.Vv:a  ^i-_: -ki .l-a.  Z;,**.  Jl  A.  S.  B.  xt-.L  p.  2\'X 

C.^-'f^*  w  31* '.v  «rr?y ;  c^C'Jt:  a*"  i  Liifi  n^A  a'-d  Ir^^^t  t'l^r^i 
with  IL^c :  s-^.  i^^  arid  '*^a -k  «»f  l:w-r  ii^^.k  £:.><«^  wrh  njrtal.iv* 
Screen,  char. jiii J  to  rfi  l-a-.  *■■:::  Ir-««  c:-t>jv--!r  t'%an  in  C.  .'•»«: 
bade  and  *.-^7-^  a*^  with  T::f*  of  q.:  !!<*  b-^.'wr.i-b  ;  t^r-:^  :n.>rrfe<rt 
Mark  bar*,  o: m  iuili^inTt  or  ir.r-rrjite'i.  on  tLt-  f^.v.-i^ir.e*  ar.l 
their  co^er^s:  i-w^-r  \*Zf?K  «•-..:♦-:  t\'\.^  ai-i  T::>rr  til-c^Tt-r:* 
k^don  gT*-j-  r.^^n  wi'h  dirk*:*r  t^ij-*^:  'r»i-*?  of  tai.  ai<o  Irairn  srrvv. 
t^^rTiiaal  tL-ri  *!  la.-»:.*L,  cr>*"i^i  :  r  a  ;ia  -r  <r"-T  '•^a^.i  on  'Vr  '■».:trr 
feath-?-r?:  ba-v  p.^ri-'n  of  ouvr  w-b  of  L'_L--rz..>*:  rt\':r.o:->  wh.Ttr; 
axi  ian-**  and  i'.n-r  :«:irr  of  'wi'-sr-I::^  ns:  w  :.::»:•. 

Bill  \^*^  V*-..  *«>ti  irreeii.  L-a'**-  ^^'f  l:'a>-r  mi^^'le  a'^  i  c.^e 
*IatT:  irii*f*  dirit  r..-.!. v;  i-z^  aiji  ft-r-r  T»r".loi>L  fr-hr    /Y-  ••»?  . 

I>-nffth  abxjt  \'J, :  *i:l  4:  ^'  ::ir  ^ ;  tsr«j«  1  ;  *r .  1  fr:-:::  rar^  -9. 

£putri'^ti  'U.  A  m  jrato'T  I  ri.  *»>r^j.r.ja:, .;  :■&*•<: ni:  :•:-?  -^mmtfr 
in  Central  A<ia.  ar.d  ri*:::' ::  the  Pu';a*' ,  ^:r.■a.  thf  X:»rrb-we<tem 
Proniiee*,  and  O'-iL  in  w-:::--r.  Ir  i*  tri-^*  Eiftem  rt-pre^-rnta^re 
of  C.  <?*'»^»,  th=-  ^t•x•k-R^^ '1  or  S:.^jk-D:»ve  of  Eurjpe.  a  cu.*h. 
lare=T  bird  wiL  a  pr.p:TT;'.-'.Ll  j  l..:.rer  ta  1. 
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Habits,  Sfc.  The  Eastern  Stock-Dove  is  met  with  in  India  in 
considerable  flocks,  feeding  in  small  parties  in  the  fields  by  day, 
and  roosting  on  trees  at  night.  It  arrives  about  November  and 
leaves  India  in  March. 


« 

1296.  Colomba  lenconota.     The  White-helUtd  Pigeon. 

Coliunba  leuconotn,  Vigors,  P.  Z  S.  18;n,  p.  23;  Gould,  Cent 
pi.  69;  Blyth,  J,  A,  IS.  B.  xiv,  p.  864 ;  id.  Cat,  p.  234;  Adame, 
P.  Z,  S.  1858,  p.  497,  1859,  p.  187;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  471 ; 
Stohczka,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  66 ;  Blanford,  J.  A.  S.  B. 
xli,  pt.  2,  p.  70 ;  Elwes,  P.  Z,  6'.  1873,  p.  659  ;  Hvme  8c  Renders. 
Ldh,  to  York,  p.  274  ;  Brookes^  S.  F.  iii,  p.  256 ;  Hume,  Cat. 
DO.  790;  Scullg,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  340;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  92; 
Scully,  ibid.  p.  584 ;  C.  H.  T.  Marshall,  Ibis,  1884,  p.  421 ;  Sharpe, 
Yarkand  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  116;  Salvadori,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  249. 

^'Snow  piffeon''  of  Himalayan  travelleis  ;  BvjuX,  Chamba  ;  Lho-fteu^ 
rintiep,  Lepcha  ;  Bya-den,  Bhot. 

Coloration,  Head  all  round  very  dark  slaty  grey ;  neck  all  round 
white,  passing  into  the  light  earthy  brown  of  the  upper  back, 
smaller  wing-coverts,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries;  rest  of  outer 
surface  of  wing  ashy  grey,  with  three  dark  brown  bands  on  the 
secondaries  and  their  coverts ;  quills  brown  at  the  ends ;  lower 
back  white ;  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail  blackish  brown,  the 
tail  with  a  broad  whitish  cross-band  just  beyond  the  upper  coverts 
on  the  middle  rectrices,  but  nearer  the  ends  in  the  outer  feathers^, 
subterminal  and  oblique  in  the  outermost  pair ;  lower  parts  from 
the  throat  white,  tinged  with  greyish  lilac  on  the  flanks,  wing- 
lining,  and  lower  abdomen ;  under  tail-coverts  pale  ashy. 

Bill  and  claws  horny  black  ;  irides  yellow  ;  feet  bright  light  red 
(Scully). 

Length  about  13*5;  tail  5;  wing  9*5;  tarsus  1*2;  bill  from 
gape  1. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  higher  Himalayas  from  Gilgit  to 
Bhutdn,  at  elevations  of  10,000  to  14,000  feet  iu  summer,  but 
descending  to  lower  elevations  in  winter.  To  the  north-east  the 
range  of  this  bird  extends  to  Kansu. 

Habits,  Sfc,  This  Pigeon,  in  summer  at  all  events,  is  usually  to 
be  seen  in  flocks  about  rocky  hill-sides.  I  found  it  irregularly 
distributed  in  Upper  Sikhim,  common  in  places,  rare  in  others  at 
the  same  elevation.  I  never  heard  its  call,  nor  apparently  has  any 
other  observer,  and  its  nidiflcation  appears  not  to  have  been 
noticed,  except  that  Lieut.  Cordeaux  says  that  he  found  it  breeding 
an)ongst  inaccessible  crags  in  the  Ai  Mullah,  Kashmir,  in  August. 

Genus  DENDROTREBON,  Hodgson,  1844. 

This  genus  \^as  proposed  for  a  peculiarly-coloured  Himalayan 
Pigeon  which  appears  to  stand  apart  from  all  other  Asiatic  species. 
An  African  form,  V,  arquatrix,  is  closely  allied  and  congeneric,  aud 
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another  well-known  African  bird,  Columba  guinea^  may  perhiy)s 
be  referred  to  the  same  genus,  though  it  differs  in  some  characters. 

The  genus  DMidrotreron  has  a  longer  tail,  a  shorter  and  more 
feathered  tarsus,  and  broader  soles  than  true  Columht,  and  thus 
resembles  the  Tree-Pigeons.  The  plumage  is  very  different  from 
the  latter ;  there  is  no  metallic  gloss  on  any  part  of  the  plumage, 
the  neck-feathers  are  acuminate,  and  the  neck-patches  and  tail- 
bands  of  Pcdumhus  are  wanting. 

The  members  of  the  present  genus  are  not  fruit-eaters  like 
AlsocomtiSy  but  live  on  berries  and  seeds.  The  African  bird  makes 
a  nest  on  trees  in  mountain  ravines  and  is  said  to  lay  two  eggs. 


1297.  Dendrotreron  hodgsoni.     The  Speckled  Wood-Piffeon. 

Columba  hodgsonii,  Vigors,  P.  Z,  S.  1832,  p.  16 ;  Bli/th,  J,  A.  S.  B. 

xiv,  p.  807  ;  Salcadori^  Cat.  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  274. 
Columba  nipalensi.'*,  Hodffnoii^  J.  A.  S.  B.  v,  p.  122  (18:30). 
Dendr.it re ron  hodgsoni,  Hodyi.  in  Grays  Zooi.  Mim-.  p.  85;  Hume, 

y.  4-  E.  p.  407. 
Ah 


Scully,  S,  F.  viii,  p.  i}39 ;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  91  ;  Sctd/y,  ibid, 
p.  583 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  340. 


Coloration,  Male,  Head  and  upper  neck  all  round  ashy  grey ; 
feathers  of  lower  neck  lanceolate,  the  edges  and  tips  grey,  the 
basal  and  middle  parts  of  each  feather  blackish ;  the  grey  edges 
gradually  disappearing,  and  the  colour  of  the  feathers  pa^^sing  on 
the  base  of  the  hind  neck  into  the  claret-red  of  the  upper  back 
and  of  most  of  the  smaller  wing-coverts,  the  red  passing  again 
into  dark  grey  on  the  middle  and  greater  coverts,  the  middle 
coverts  speckled  with  white  ;  quills,  primary-coverts,  and  scapulars 
dark  brown ;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  dark  leaden  grey ;  tail 
blackish  brown:  on  the  lower  parts  the  grey  of  the  neck  is  also 
gradually  replnced  by  claret,  which  appears  first  on  the  upper 
breast  in  the  middle  of  each  feather,  then  gradually  overspreads 
the  lower  breast  and  part  of  the  abdomen  ;  lower  abdomen,  lower 
tail-coverts,  and  wing-lining  deep  slaty  grey. 

In  the  female  the  grey  of  the  head  is  brownish  and  the  red  of 
the  back  and  breast  much  browner  and  duller.  Size  rather 
smaller. 

Bill  purplish  black  ;  irides  hoary;  orbital  space  livid  :  legs  and 
feet  blackish  green  in  front,  yellow  behind ;  claws  pale  yellow 
{Jerdon), 

Length  about  15  ;  tail  5-75 ;  wing  9*25 ;  tarsus  -9 ;  bill  from 
gape  1. 

Diitributxon,  Throughout  the  Himalayas  from  Kashmir  to 
Moupin  in  Eastern  Tibet  at  considerable  elevations,  from  10,000 
to  13,000  feet  in  summer,  but  at  a  lower  level  (0000-9000)  in 
winter. 

TOL.  IT.  n 
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Ifahits,  jr.  A  shy  bird,  usually  seen  in  small  flocks  amongst  the 
pine-forests  and  feeding  on  berries.  The  nidification  is  unknown. 
According  to  Irby,  some  nest  on  inaccessible  cliffs  in  Kumaun. 


Genus  PALUMBITS,  Kaup,  1829. 

The  Wood-Pigeons  differ  from  the  Rock-Pipeons  in  shape, 
having  longer  necks  and  tails,  the  latter  two-thirds  the  length  of 
the  wing  or  more,  and  projecting  some  distance,  beyond  the  ends 
of  the  closed  wings,  whilst  tbe  tarsus  is  partly  feathered  and 
proportionally  shorter  than  in  Columha.  The  wing  is  more 
rounded  than  in  Columha^  the  1st  quill  scarcely  exceeding  or  not 
exceeding  the  4th.  There  are  no  dark  bars  on  the  wings,  but 
there  is  a  pale  band  on  the  outer  tail-feathers. 

Typical  Bing-Doves  or  Wood -Pigeons  are  more  or  less  migratory 
birds  that  keep  in  flocks  and  feed  on  grain,  acorns,  buds,  &c. 
They  always  lav  two  egg»  and  make  their  nests  on  high  trees. 
One  species  is  Indian. 

129S.  Palumbus  casiotis.     Th$  Eastern  Wood-Pigeon, 

jRing-Dove,  or  Cusftat. 

Palumhufl  torquatus,  var.,  Bfyth,  Cat»  p.  233 ;  Adams,  P,  Z,  S.  1858, 
D.  497. 

P&tumhus  casiotis,  Bonap,  Cbmp,  Ar.  ii,  p.  42 ;  Jerdon^  B.  1,  iii, 
p.  404 ;  Stoliczkaj  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  66 ;  Cock  ^  Marsh. 
!S.  F,  i,  p.  368 ;  Hume,  N.  ^  B.  p.  497 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  784 ;  BtUler, 
S.  F.  viii,  pp.  386,  500 ;  ix,  p.  298 ;  Wardl.  Bams.  Ibis,  1879, 
p.  448 ;  Marshall,  Ibis,  1884,  p.  421  ;  Bai-nes,  S.  F.  ix,  pp.  218, 
457 ;  Swinhoe,  ibid.  p.  237 ;  Oates  in  Hujne's  N.  8f  E.  2na  ed.  ii, 
p.  346. 

Coluraba  casiotis,  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  91  ;  Scully,  ibid.  p.  583; 
Swinhoe,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  117  ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  173  j  Sdvadori, 
Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  302. 

The  Himalayan  Cushat,  Jerdoii  j  Bhanud,  H.  (Charaba). 

Coloration.  Head  and  neck  dark  ashy  grey  :  sides  and  back  of 
lower  neck  glossed  with  metallic  green,  changing  to  purplish  red, 
especially  at  the  sides  towards  the  shoulders ;  a  large  buff  spot  on 
each  side  of  the  neck  near  the  body ;  back,  scapulars,  quills,  and 
the  wing-coverts  near  the  back  brownish  grey;  primaries  with 
narrow  white  outer  borders  ;  winglet  and  primary-coverts  blackish ; 
a  broad  longitudinal  white  band  from  the  angle  of  the  wing  over 
the  outer  secondary  coverts ;  lower  back,  rump,  upper  tail-coverts, 
and  base  of  tail  above  dark  ashy  grey  ;  the  tail  beyond  the  upper 
coverts  blackish ;  beneath  the  tail  is  nearly  black,  with  a  broad 
whitish-grey  band  across  the  middle  ;  breast  pale  lilac  or  vinous 
grey,  passing  into  ashy  grey  on  the  abdomen  and  lower  tail- 
coverts  ;  wing-lining  ashy. 

Bill  orange  at  the  tip,  whitish  at  the  base;  feet  red  (Jerdon). 
Irides  yellowish  white  {Biddulph), 
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Length  about  17;  Uil  6*75;  wing  10'25;  tarsus  1*25;  bill 
from  gape  I'l. 

DiMtrAution.  This  Wood-Pigeon  replaces  the  European  bird 
(P.  torquaiuM)^  which  only  differs  in  having  white  instead  of  buff 
neck-spots,  in  Central  Asia  and  ^orth- western  India.  It  breeds 
in  the  North-western  Himalajas  from  the  Afghan  frontier  to 
Kumaun  and  in'  the  higher  bilk  (wherever  there  are  trees)  of 
Afghanbtan,  Baluchistan,  and  Southern  Persia,  and  it  visits  Kan- 
dbhar.  Quetta,  the  Punjab,  and  occasionallj  Sind  in  winter. 

Habits^  4-r.  Wood-Pigeons  are  chiefly  found  about  high  trees,  on 
which  they  perch  at  intervals  and  roost,  but  thej  feed  on  the 
grouud  on  grain,  seeds,  acorns,  joung  shoots,  &e.  They  collect  in 
large  flocks  and  migrate  extensively,  and,  in  some  countries, 
regularly.  The  call  is  of  four  syllables,  low  and  moaning.  This 
species  breeds  in  May  and  June,  and  lays  the  usual  two  white 
eggs  on  a  small  loosely-constructed  platform  of  small  twigs  in  a 
bush  or  tree,  often  at  no  great  height  above  the  ground.  Eggs 
measure  about  1*6  by  I'l. 


Genus  ALSOOOMUS,  TickeU,  1842. 

There  are  several  Indian  non-migratory  Pigeons  that  resemble 
Palumhus  in  structure,  but  that  hare  the  habits  of  Carpophafja, 
They  are  forest-haunting,  fruit-eating  birds,  and  they  lay  a  single 
egg  in  all  cases  in  which  the  nidilication  is  known.  Some  have 
been  referred  to  PalambHs^  others  to  lanthoenas,  and  one  has 
generally  in  India  been  regarded  as  a  Carfjophru/a,  thoui^h  its 
structure  is  that  of  the  Columhxnaf^  All  are  dlsrmguished  by  dark 
coloration  and  by  the  prevalence  of  changeable  njetallic  gNjss, 
usually  green  or  amethystine,  on  a  gn^t  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
plumage.  Although  some  ditferen<.-e^  of  plumage  exi>t  and  the 
group  might  be  subdivided^  there  is  j^ufficient  ai^refrm^jnt  to  ja.*itify 
the  retention  of  the  whole  under  Tiek»fll*s  generic  name  AUocomus, 
which  would  in  this  case  compri-se  lanfhft.uiM,  B^f^ides  the  «p<^:iea 
here  enumerated  several  Pigeous  of  the  Malay  ArcLip»^lago,  Japan , 
and  even  of  Oceania  belong  to  tbi<»  genus. 

Kiy  to  thjt  Sj>^cUm, 

a.  A  patch  of  black  &athen  with  white  tips 

at  back  of  neck. 

a'.  Lower  parts  jrrer A.  ^tfJthift^/riii,  p,  :'/*. 

6'.  Lower  pmrt^  lilac   A.  O^rrinfjOfru^jt,  p.  :y,. 

b.  GlossT  buff  feather?,  black  at   b@Lfe,  ex- 

tending round  De«rk A.  j/uUhriroUi*,  p,  '/,7. 

e.  No  patch  of  white-  or  bujf-tipp^  f*ziLfiKTn 

on  neck. 

c'.  Mantle  che«tnut A^  pumrj^jf,  y,  ;j-. 

«f .  Mantle  blackish A.  ,.<//«//« V,»</iejf,  p.  ';!>, 

&2 
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1299.  Alsocomus  elphinstonii.     The  Nilgiri  Wood-Pujeon. 

rtiliuopus  elphintonii,  Si/kesy  P.  Z.  S.  1832,  p.  149;  JerdoUy  Madr. 

Jour.  L,  S,  xii,  p.  11. 
Columba  elphinstonii^  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  868;  Jerdon,  lU, 


Ind.  Om.  pi.  48 ;  Saloadoriy  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p  304. 

jiphinstonei,    Blt/th,    Cat.   p.   f 
p.  466;    ifume,  N.  ^  -^.' p.  498;    Morgan,  IhU,  1876,  p.  323; 


Palumbus   elphinstonei,    Blt/th,    Cat.    p.   233 ;    Jerdon,   B,  I.   ill, 


Fail-bank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  262 ;  v,  p.  408 ;  BmirdiUon,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  404 ; 
Hfifne,  Cat.  no.  786;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  j).  74 ;  Butler,  ibid,  p.  419; 
DavisoHj  S.  F.  x,  p.  407  ;  Macgregor,  ibid.  p.  440 ;  Terru^  ibid. 
p.  479 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  288 ;  Oaies  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E, 
2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  347. 

Coloration.  Crown,  sides  of  head  and  neck,  and  nape  ^rey,  with 
a  slight  metallic  glo«s ;  a  large  patch  on  the  hind  neck  of  black 
feathers,  with  glossy  edges  and  white  tips ;  back  reddish  brown, 
glossed  with  reddish  lilac  changing  to  metallic  green ;  wings 
blackish,  most  of  the  lesser  and  median  coverts  with  brown  edges  ; 
rump  and  tail  blackish  brown,  feathers  of  the  former  with  glossy 
edges ;  lower  parts  grey  ;  chin  and  throat  whitish  ;  breast  ashy 
with  a  slight  gloss,  the  abdomen  slightly  tinged  with  lilac ;  lower 
tail-coverts  slaty  ;  wing-lining  dark  slaty  grey. 

Corneous  part  of  bill  and  claws  homy  white  ;  fleshy  part  of  bill, 
eyelids,  legs,  and  feet  pink ;  irides  pale  yellowish  red  to  red-brown 
(Davison). 

Length  about  16-5 ;  tail  6 ;  wing  8*5 ;  tarsus  1 ;  bill  from 
gape  1*1. 

Distribution.  The  higher  parts  of  the  Western  Ghats  or  Syhddri 
hill-ranges  near  the  Malabar  coast  from  iVJahableshwar  to  Cape 
Comorin,  in  forest.  On  the  Nilgiris  this  Pigeon  is  only  found 
above  about  6000  feet  in  the  sholas. 

Habits,  i'c.  This  bird  has  very  much  the  habits  of  Carpophaga ; 
it  keeps  to  the  woods  singly  or  in  small  parties  and  feeds  on  fruit, 
buds,  and,  according  to  Jerdon,  snails.  It  occasioually  descends 
to  the  ground  outside  the  forest  to  feed.  It  breeds  from  March 
to  July,  builds  the  usual  loose  platform  of  sticks  on  large  trees  in 
dense  forest,  and  lays  one  egg  measuring  about  1'5  by  1*1. 

1300.  Alsocomus  torringtoniflB.     I'he  Ceylon  Wood-Pigeon. 

Palumbus  elphinstonei,  var.,  B/yth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xx,  p.  178  (1861). 
Palumbus  torringtonii,  Kelaart,  Prodrom.  Farm.  Zeyl.  pp.  107,  130 

(1862),  descr.  nulla;  Bonap.  Consp.  Av.  ii,  p.  42  (1854);  BMh, 

Ibis,  1867,  p.  306 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  424;  id.  Cat.  no.  786  bis ; 

Oates  in  Hume's  A".  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  348. 
Palumbus  torringtonioe,  Holdsioorth,  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  466 ;   Legge^ 

Birds  Ceyl.  p.  693,  pi.  xxx. 
Columba  torringtoniie,  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  803. 

Mila-goya,  Cing. 

Coloration.  Very  similar  to  that  of  the  last  species,  but  the 
crown  and  lower  parts  are  more  lilac  and  the  brown  of  the  mantle 
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»  wanting.  The  head  and  neck  are  greyish  lilac  with  a  lilac  gloss, 
changing  to  green;  the  large  nuchal  patch  is  hlack  with  white 
spot? ;  the  base  of  the  neck  and  upper  back  are  richly  glos»eil 
with  reddish  liluc  ;  the  rest  of  the  upper  plumage,  including  the 
interscapulary  region  with  the  wings  and  tail,  blackish  brown  with 
a  slight  gloss ;  the  rump  more  leaden  grey :  lower  parts  reddish 
grey;  chin  whitish;  breast  dark,  glossed  with  reddisli  lilac, 
abdomen  paler,  under  tail-coverts  darker,  and  wing-lLuing  blackish 
brown. 

Basal  half  of  bill  plumbeous  :  apic*a1  or  corneous  portion  bluish  ; 
irides  pale  red:  orbital  skin  pink  ;  tarsus  reil,  paler  behind;  claws 
fleshy  white  {Lefjye), 

Length  about  14 ;  tail  b'^o ;  wing  Tv) ;  tarsus  -95  ;  bill  from 
gape  1*1. 

Di$trihution,  Peculiar  to  the  hill  forests  of  Cevlon. 

IJabits^  *J-<r.  This  also  is  a  fruit-eating  bird  rarely  found  away 
from  forests.  It  has,  according  to  Leg2:e,  a  fine  deep  note,  but  not 
so  guttural  as  that  of  the  Imperial  Pigeon.  It  drinks  in  i\w 
morning  about  9  a.m.  It  is  said  to  breed  both  in  spring  and 
autumn,  and  to  place  its  nest  on  high  trees. 

1301.  Alflocomiu  polchricolliB.     The  Ash  if  IVoofl- Pit/ton. 

Columba  pulchricollis, /r(M/i|7«.  in  Grayi^  Zool.  Misc.  p.  So  Mi<44\ 
descr.  nulla;  Bbfth^J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  8C0  (1^45):  Salvador ij 
Cat,  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  *KW :  Stuart  Baker,  Ihis^  \^^\,  p.  iVV). 

Palumbus  pulchricolli^,  Bhjth,  Cat,  p.  233 ;  Jenhn^B,  1.  iii,  p.  4()o; 
Hume^  Cat,  no.  7So. 

The  Darjiling  Wtjod-Piijeim^  Jerdon ;  Ka-o^  Le|K-ha. 

Coloration,  Head  above  and  at  the  sides  ashy  grey  with  a  slight 
glass  ;  round  the  neck  a  conspicuous  collar  of  feathers,  black  at 
the  base,  largely  tipped  with  glossy  buff,  whitish  at  the  extn?mc 
end ;  lower  neck  all  round  and  upper  back  blackish,  richly  glossed 
with  changeable  metallic  green  and  reddish  lilac  ;  middle  of  back. 
^"ings,  and  tail  blackish  brown  ;  lower  back  and  rump  blackish 
leaden  grey  ;  chin  white,  becoming  buff  on  the  throat  and  pflssini; 
into  the  glossy  collar  ;  breast  dark  slaty  blue  glossed  with  gn»en 
and  dull  lilac,  passing  on  the  abdomen  into  the  brownish  buff  of 
the  vent  and  lower  tail-coverts  :  wing-lining  blackish. 

Bill  livid  at  the  base,  yellow  at  the  tip ;  irides  yellow  ;  legs  dull 
red,  claws  yellow. 

Length  about  14 ;  tail  5*25;  wing  8*23;  tarsus '9  ;  bill  from 
gape  *95. 

Distribution,  The  Eastern  Himalayas  in  Nepal  and  Sikhim  at 
elevations  from  7000  to  10,()0u  ftM*t  rr  higher,  and  at  a  lower 
elevation  in  the  Cachar  hills.  TIk- onlv  other  knovin  localitv  is 
the  island  of  Formosa.     A  rare  bird. 

Habits,  4"f.  Two  nests  taken  at  Hun^rum  in  C'arliaron  June  22n(l 
br  Mr.  E.  C.  Stuart  Baker  were  the  usual  ro»ii^h  ylatfonnn  of 
sticks  nearly  9  inches  in  diameter,  sparsely  lined  with  feathers  — 
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a  remarkable  character.  Each  contained  a  single  egg,  one  meaanring 
lo5  by  1-15,  the  other  1-5  by  1-17. 

1302.  AlsocomHB  pimiceiiB.     Tlie  ParpU  Wood-Pigfon. 

AlBocomiis  puniceuB,  TickeU,  Blylh,J.  A.  S.  B.  xi,  p.  461  (1842); 
Uiyth,  Cat.  p.  -i&i;  Layard,  A.  .t/,  K.  H.  (a)  sn,  p.  '">»;  Jerd.m, 
Jl.  I.  iii,  p.  4K  ;  Btacan,  Uii,  ]  8ti8,  p.  :t73  ;  Ball,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  4l»4 ; 
vii,  p.  2-24 ;  Gi-dK.-Autl.  J.  A.  S.  li.  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  171  :  Blyfh  ^ 
WaU.  Birdi  Burm.  p.  146 ;  Arm»tir.ng,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  at" ;  Wardl. 
Samii.  Hit,  1877,  p.  407  ;  Hume  ^  Dae.  S.  F.  \i,  p.  418 ;  Hame, 
(\it.no.7m;  Oatn,  S.  F.  yiii,  p.  1B7;  Bingham,  ilnd.  p.  !9«; 
J^^t,  Birds  Ctyl  p.  GOO ;  Ilumr  ^  Inglis,  S.  F.  is,  p.  258 ;  Oaiet, 
B.  B.  ii,  p.  280 ;  id.  in  Hume't  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  346 ;  Hume, 
S.  F.  X,.  p.  200. 

CoiumbR  pimic^n,  Blglb,  J.  A.  S.  B.  liv,  pp.  807,  878 ;  Saleadon, 
CVrt.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  vm. 


Coloration.  Male.  Lores,  forehead,  crown,  and  nape  greyish 
whit«;  neck,  cheeks,  and  throat  dull  chestout;  npper  and  lower 
back,  «ing-covertN,  ttTtiarie«,  and  scapulars  rich  cbe^tnllt ;  rump 
and  upper  tail-coverts  dark  slaty  grey  ;  quills  and  tail-feathers 
blackish  brown,  some  of  the  quills  grey  on  the  outer  webs  ;  lower 
parts,  including  uuder  wing-coverls,  vinous  cheslnut;  under  tail- 
coverts  dark  slaty  grey  ;  the  whole  plumage  with  a  changeable 
melallic  gliiss,  green  and  amethyst,  which  is  peculiarly  strong  on 
the  hind  neck  aud  upper  back,  and  on  the  edges  of  the  back  and 
rump-feathers  and  of  the  upper  wing-coverts. 

Female  rather  smaller  and  duller  in  plumagn,  the  head  above 
brovtner  gn-y  m ith  a  lilac  gloss. 

Horny  portion  of  bill  bluish  white ;  rest  of  bill  and  gape  lahe- 
piiik;  irides  orange;  eyelids  bright  red;  orbital  skin  purplish 
pink ;  legs  and  feet  pale  purplish  or  lake-pink  {iJaviton).  Claws 
l>alfl  yellow  (Jtrdon). 

Length  about  10 ;  tail  0'5  ;  wing  9 ;  larsua  'd :  bill  from  gape 
l-O.*).     Tunosserim  birds  are  slightly  smaller,  wing  8-5. 

Dittrilndioit.  i^paringly  distributed  throughout  Burma  and  the 
adjoining  countries  from  Assam  and  Cachar  to  Cochin  China  and 
tlte  Malay  Feniuaula,  but  not  in  the  Himalayas,  though  this  Pigeon 
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is  fband  in  South-eastern  Bengal,  in  ^fanbhum  and  Singhbhura, 
mnd  as  far  west  as  Sirguja.  A  Kpecinien  appears  to  have  been 
obtained  by  Lajard  in  Ceylon,  but  it  \vtL3  probably  an  aireidental 
straggler,  as  the  species  is  unknown  in  Southern  India. 

Habits^  ^r.  A  fruit-eating  Pigeon,  generally  seen  singly  or  in 
small  parties  of  not  more  than  five  or  six  in  foreijt^  espedaliy  on 
the  banks  of  streams  or  in  groves  of  tre<*s  in  M-ell-wooded  ctiltivnted 
country.  The  call,  according  to  Bingham,  is  not  unlike  that  of 
Carpophaija  (wnra,  but  not  half  so  loud.  Oates  found  a  nest  of  a 
few  twigs  on  a  bamboo,  10  feet  from  the  ground,  and  containing  a 
aingie  fresh  egg^  on  July  27th.  The  male  bird  was  sitting  and  the 
egg  measured  1*47  by  I'lo. 

1303.  AlBOcomnB  palnmboides.     The  Andaman  Wooil-Phjfon, 

Cvpophsira  palumboides,  Ilvme^  S,  F.  i,  p.  30l* :  ii,  pj).  20:J,  40S ; 

iii,  p.  327 ;  iv,  p.  21)2  ;  irh  Cat,  no.  7''^1  cpiat. 
IftDthoenaA  palumbuideftf  Waldrn,  Ibis,  1H7.*{,  p.  315,  pi.  xiii. 
lanthopnas  nicobarica,  Wakhn^  A.  M.  N.  //.  (4)  xiv,  p.  1*>7. 
Coliunba  palamboidf^  Salcadtri,  Cat.  B.  J/,  xxi,  p.  308. 

Coloration,  Male.  Head  anfi  neck  all  round  whitish  grey,  with 
slight  metallic  gloss,  the  neck  rather  darker  and  the  lower  hind 
neck  with  a  metallic  emerald-^jreen  gloss,  remainder  of  upp<*r  parts 
blackish;  quills  blackish  brown  :  rump  aud  upper  tail-coverts  dark 
slaty  grey ;  borders  of  feathers  on  back,  wing-coverts,  rump,  and 
upper  tail-coverts  wiih  an  amethystine  gloss,  ciinnging  to  green  : 
lower  parts  from  neck  slaty  grey,  with  slight  metallic  gre^^nish  and 
purplish  gloss :  wing-lining  dark  slat}'. 

In  ^efemaU  the  head  and  neck  are  slightly  darker  grey  than  in 
the  male.  In  the  young  (lanOKxnas  nicof»arica)  tlie  head  and  ni*(*k 
are  still  darker  and  brownish,  and  the  colour  throughout  duller. 

Bill  pale  whitish  yellow,  basal  portion  lak«'-n*d ;  irides  orange, 
externally  light  red ;  naked  orbital  region  pinkish  lake  ;  leg^t  and 
feet  red,  paler  behind ;  soles  whitish  ;  claws  white. 

Length  about  16;  tail  ii-o;  wing  9*5;  tarsu?f  I'l  ;  bill  from 
gape  1*5. 

Dittribvtion,  The  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands. 

Habits^  4^c.  This  is  also  a  fruit-eating  species,  so  closely  re- 
sembling Carpopkaffa  in  appearance  and  habits  that  it  was  n'ferred 
to  that  genus  by  Hume.  It  is  found  singly  or  in  small  parties  on 
the  Andamans  and  Xicobars,  keeping  much  to  higli  tni'es;  it  has 
a  loud,  deep  note. 

Genus  TUBTUE,  Selby,  1835. 

Head  small ;  bill  slender,  the  horny  apex  of  the  upper  mandible 
mach  shorter  than  the  soft  basal  portion.  Wing  long.  p()int«*d, 
2nd  or  3rd  quill  longest.  Tail  rather  lone;,  but  not  exeecdint^  tlu^ 
wing  in  length,  rounded  or  somewhat  <;raduated.  1  arsus  longer 
than  middle  toe ;  foot  formed  for  walking,  soles  of  t<jes  nai'n)w. 
Sexes  similar. 
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The  true  Doves  are  represented  by  seven  species  in  British  India, 
and  some  of  these  are  amongst  the  commonest  and  best-known 
birds  of  the  country.  They  have  the  flight  of  Pigeons,  but  are 
less  gregarious,  and  they  teed  on  the  ground  almost  entirely  on 
grain  and  other  seeds.  As  a  rule  they  are  chiefly  found  in  open 
and  cultivated  country.  They  breed  on  low  trees  and  bushes  and 
make  a  slight  nest  of  the  usual  type,  consisting  of  thin  twigs  or 
grass,  arranged  in  a  kind  of  platform,  so  loose  and  disconnected 
that  the  eggs  can  generally  be  seen  fro^  below.  The  eggs  are 
always  two  in  number,  white  and  glossy. 

This  genus  contains  nearly  30  species  spread  over  Europe,  Asia, 
and  Africa. 


Fig.  8. — Sole  of  foot  of  T.  mrafetms.     {. 


• 


Key  to  the  S/^ecies. 

a,  A  patch  of  black  feathers  with  white  or  grey 

tip^  on  each  side  of  the  neck. 
a'.  Tips  to  black  Deck-patch  prey. 
a".  No  white  on  abdomen;  under  (ail-coverts 

and  tips  of  tail-feathers  slaty  grey     . .      T,  ortentaliif  p.  40. 
h'\  Middle  of  abdomen,  under  tail-coverta, 

and  tips  of  tail-feathers  white  or  whitish.    T.frrraffo,  p.  41 . 
b'.  Tips  to  black  neck-patch  v/hite    T.  communis,  p.  42. 

b,  A  collar  of  black  feathers,  each  ending  in  two 

white  spots,  round  back  of  neck 

c\  Back  distinctly  spotted  with  rufou? T.  suratennsy  p.  AD, 

iT.  Back  indistinrrtly  or  not  spotted T.  tiffrintut,  p.  44. 

A  collar  of  black  feathers  with  ferruginous 

tips  round  front  of  neck T.  cambayev$isy  p.  4o. 

.  A  black  collar  without  white  tips  round  back 

of  neck T.  risorius^  p.  4(5. 

1304.  TurtTir  orientalis.     The  Bvfous  Turtle-Dove. 

Columba  orientalis,  Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  ii,  p.  600  (1790). 

Columba  rupicola,  Pall.  Zooyr.  Jiosso-Astat.  i,  p.  6(50  (1811). 

Colnmba  meena,  St/kof,  P.  Z.S.  1832,  p.  149. 

Columba  agricola,  Tickell,  J.  A.  S.  B.  ii,  p.  581  (1833). 

Colnmba  gelastis,  Temm.  PL  Col.  pi.  650  (1835). 

Turtur  meena,  Blyth,  J.  A,  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  875 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii, 

p.  470;  Beavan,   Ibh,  18(38,  p.  375;    Godw.-AttMt.  J.  A,  S.  B. 

xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  272;  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  83;  Hvme,  Ibis,  1870,  p.  438 ; 

id.  La/i.  to  Yark.  p.  277  ;  id.  N,  ^  E.  p.  501  ;  id.  S.  F.  iii,  p.  163 ; 

Bh  th  Sc  H'aid.  Birds  Burm.  p.  146;  Fairbauk,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  262; 


Buthr,  ibid.  p.  420;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  292 ;  Sxcinh.^  Bames, 
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IhU,  1885,  p.  130 ;  Bame*,  Birds  Bom.  p.  290 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  xi, 
p.  :?98 ;  Ontes  in  Hunies  N.  ^  E.  2ii.l  f  I.  li,  p.  .ViO. 
Turtur  orien talis,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  2'36  :  Antlerg,  lunfian  Exped.,  Aveti, 
p.  66(5 ;  Scidhj,  S,  F.  viii,  p.  340 :  Wardl.  Rams.  Ibi*,  I8t<0,  p.  69 ; 
Salcadiuiy  Cat.  B.  M.  .\xi,  p.  40:^. 

Kola  fakhtOj  Basko  fakhta,  II. ;  Sam  ghugu,  Beng". ;   VeJnt  poda  gutcoy 
Tel. 

Coloration,  Head,  neck,  and  back  brovrn,  more  or  less  sufPused 
with  rinous,  the  edges  of  th^»  feathers  sometimes  rufous,  the  crown 
and  forehead  often  tinged  with  bluish  grey  :  on  each  side  of  the 
neck  a  patch  of  black  feathers  tipped  \vith  bluish  grey;  lesser 
and  median  coverts,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries  blackish  with  broad 
fermginoua  borders ;  primary  and  larger  coverts  brown,  tinged 
with  grey ;  quills  brown,  with  linear  pale  outer  edges  ;  lower  back 
and  rump  shity  grey ;  upper  tail-coverts  brown ;  tail-feathers 
blackish  brown,  all  except  the  median  pair  tipped  with  slaty  grey, 
the  border  of  the  outer  web  on  the  outermost  pair  also  grey  ; 
lower  parts  vinous,  chin  and  middle  of  throat  paler ;  vent,  under 
tul-coverts,  and  wing-lining  dark  slaty  grey. 

Young  birds  want  the  neck-patch  :  they  are  browner  and  less 
rufous  than  adults,  and  have  pale  borders  to  the  feathers  of  the 
back,  wing-coverts,  and  breast. 

Bill  brown,  with  a  tinge  of  vinous  on  the  basal  half;  irides 
orange ;  eyelids  pale  blue ;  edges  of  eyelids  red  ;  legs  vinous  red  ; 
claws  black  (Oatfg), 

Length  about  13  ;  tail  5 ;  wing  7  ;  tarsus  'So  ;  bill  from  (rape  1. 

Dittrihuiion,  A  resident  species,  ranging  from  the  Eastern 
Himalayas, throughout  Assam  and  Burma,  to  5'orthern  Tenasserim ; 
t'oand  also  in  Bengal,  Chutia  Xagpur,  Central  India,  and  the 
Deccan  north  of  about  15^  N.  lat.,  but  not  in  the  Himalayas  west 
of  Nepal,  the  N.W.  Provinces,  ncr  Kajputana.  except  as  an 
occasional  straggler.  To  the  north-eastward  this  Dove  ranges  to 
Manchuria,  Corea,  and  Japan. 

Habits^  ij-c.  Although  it  moves  about  to  some  extent,  this  is  not 
a  truly  migratory  bird  like  the  next  two  species.  It  is  more  often 
seeu  in  flocks  than  Indian  doves  generally  are,  but  it  is  on  the 
whole  nor  a  common  bird.  It  has  a  very  deep,  thrice- repeated 
note.  Hume  thinks  that  the  breeding-season  is  from  December 
to  April ;  the  eggs  are  of  course  two  in  number,  white,  glossy,  and 
oval. 

1305.  Turtur  ferrago.     The  Indian  TurtU-Dove. 

Columba  ferraj^ro,  Ervrsm.  Add.  Pall.  /oiMjr,  Ross.-Asiat.  fasc  iii, 
p.  17  (1842).' 

Columba  pulclirara,  Hodija.  in  Grays  Zool.  Misc.  p.  8o  (1844),  descr. 
nulla. 

Turtur  rupicolus,  apud  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  476;  Blyth^  Ibis,  1807, 
p.  149;  Stoliczka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  66;  Beavan,  Ibis, 
1868,  p.  374;  Hume,  Ibit,  1870,  p.  4:J8;  Cock  ^  Marsh.  S.  F.  i, 
p.  358  ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  ;i90  ;  Fairbank,  S.  F  iv,  p.  262  ;  C.  H.  T. 
Marshall,  Ibis,  1884,  p.  421 ;  nee  Columba  rupicola.  Pall. 
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Turhir  vitticollis,  apud  Hume  8f  Menders.  Lah,  to  Tark,  p.  274,  nee 

HodgB. 
Turtur  pulcbrata,  Hume,  N,  ^  E.  p.  500 ;  Butler,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  3 ; 

Hume,  Cat.  no.  792;  J>(/ge,  Birds  Cet/l.  p.  711  ;  Butler ,  S.  F.  ix, 

p.  420 ;  Reid,  S.  F.  x,  p,  60 ;   Dacidson,  ibid.  p.  316 ;  Darison^ 

tbid.  p.  407 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  290 ;  Davidson,  Jour.  Bom, 

i^.  JT.  6bc.  V,  p.  330. 
Turtup  ferrago,  Wardl.  Rams.  Ibis,  1880,  p.  68;  Scully,  Ibis,  1881, 

p.  684 ;  Buidu/ph,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  286 ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi, 

p.  401. 
Turtur  pulchrala  (Hodys.),  Oates  in  Humes  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii, 

p.  349. 

The  Ashy  Twite-Dove,  Jerdon ;  Koin,  Chamba ;  Hulagud,  Mahr. 

Coloration  similar  to  that  of  T,  orientalis,  except  that  the  middle 
of  the  abdomen  is  whitish  and  the  vent,  lower  tail-coverts,  tips  of 
the  tail-feathers,  and  outer  webs  of  the  outermost  rectrices  are 
white  or  very  pale  grey.  The  general  coloratiou,  as  a  rule,  is  slightly 
less  rufous  and  the  head  greyer.  The  tips  of  the  feathers  of  the 
neck-patches  are  grey,  as  in  T,  orientals. 

Bill  blackish  ;  legs  dull  purple-lake  (Jerdon),  Irides  light  orange 
(Barnes), 

Length  13 ;  tail  5*25  ;  wing  7*25 ;  tarsus  '85 ;  bill  from  gape  1. 

Distribution.  This  Dove  breeds  in  the  Himalayas  from  Afghanistan 
to  Sikhim,  and  also  throughout  a  large  area  in  Central  Asia,  in- 
cluding Turkestan  and  South-western  Siberia ;  it  visits  Northern 
India  in  the  winter,  avoiding  the  desert  tracts,  and  is  found  as  far 
south  as  the  Deccan ;  whilst  rare  strag^ers  have  been  obtained  by 
Davidson  in  the  Wynaad  and  by  one  or  two  observers  in  Ceylon. 
Some  skins  from  Nepal  and  occasionally  from  the  plains  of  ludia 
are  intermediate  between  this  and  T,  orienialis ;  but  generally  the 
two  forms  are  easily  distinguished,  though  closely  allied. 

Habits^  4'e.  Very  similar  to  those  of  the  last  species,  except  that 
this  is  a  distinctly  -migratory  bird  and  is  less  social,  though  some- 
times seen  in  flocks.  It  breeds  at  elevations  of  4000-8000  feet  in 
the  Himalayas  from  May  to  August,  and  lays  the  usual  two  oval, 
white,  glossy  eggs,  measuring  about  1*22  by  -93,  on  a  smnll  plat- 
form of  twigs  on  a  tree.  Davidson  found  a  nest  that  he  believed 
to  belong  to  this  species  in  the  Satpuras,  north  of  Khandesh,  in 
March. 

1306.  Turtur  communis.     The  Turtle-Dove, 

Columba  turtur,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  284  (1766). 

Turtur  communis,  Selby,  Nat.  Libr.,  Ornith.  v,  pp.  153,  171  (1835), 
descr.  nulla  ;  St.  John^  Ibis,  1889,  p.  174. 

Turtup  Buritus,  i2ay,  G.It.  Gray,  List  Gen.  B.  p.  58  (1840) ;  Hume^ 
Henders.  Lah.  to  Fork.  p.  278 ;  Scully,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  177 ;  Biddulph, 
Ibis,  1881,  p.  92;  Sctdly,  ibid.  p.  585  ;  Stcinhoc,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  117. 

Turtur  turtur,  Salvadon,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  39(3. 

Coloration,  Head  and  neck  bluish  grey  above,  and  the  tips  of 
'^e  black  feathers  forming  the  neck-patches  white  instead  of  grey; 
*ast  lilac  rather  than  vinous  ;  abdomen  white,  the  flanks  ashy; 
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whoje  outer  weHs  of  outermost  pair  of  tail-feathers  pure  white 
]ike  the  tips  ;  lower  tail-coverts  also  pure  white..  In  other  respects 
this  species  is  identical  with  T,  ferrago  in  colouring,  but  it  is 
considerably  smaller. 

Bill  greyish  black  ;  orbital  skin  purple ;  irides  orange-yellow ; 
legs  and  feet  purplish  red ;  claws  black  \Sculhf). 

Length  about  1 1 ;  tail  4*5 ;  wing  6*5 ;  tarsus  '85 ;  bill  from 
gape  -So. 

Distribution.  Migratory  in  the  Western  Palsearctic  region,  visiting 
Northern  Africa,  Southern  Persia,  <fcc.,  in  winter.  This  Dove 
ranges  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  Yarkand  and  Kashghar.  A  few 
stragglers  have  been  obtained  at  Gilgit  and  at  Quetta,  at  both 
places  in  summer. 

1307.  Tnrtar  suratenalB.     The  Spottsd  Dove,    (Fig.  1,  p.  1.) 

Columba  ftunitensis,  Gm.  Si/st.  Xat.  i,  p.  778  (1788). 

Turtiir  viiticullis,  Ilodt/f.  m  Grays  Zool.  MiK.  p.  8o  (1844),  descr. 

nulla. 
Turtur  Auratensi;*,  Blyth^  Cat.  p.  236:  Jerion,  B.  7.  iii,  p.  479; 

Bravan,  Ihif,   ls»58,  p.  376;  Stoliczka,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  '2, 

p.  67  :  Godw.-Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  112 ;  Hume,  S.  F. 

ijp.  218;  Adam,  ibid,  p.  390;  Hume,  S.  Sf  E.  p.  504:  Butler  if 


tppe, 
Scully,  S,  F.  viii,"  p.  ^41  :  Vidaly  S.  F.  ix,  p.  75  ;  BntUr,  ibid. 
p.  420;  Legge,  Birds  Cei/l.  p.  705;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  \\^\,  p.  1)2: 
1882,  p.  2m;  Scully,  ibif,  1881,  p.  585;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  CiO; 
Darieon,  ibid.  p.  408 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  291 ;  Hume,  S.  F. 
xi,  p.  298 ;  Oates  in  Humes  y.  ^  E.  2nd  t»d.  ii,  p.  353 ;  Sharpe, 
Yarkand  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  119:  Saltadori,  Cat.  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  444. 

Ckitroka  fahhta,  Perhi,  Chitia,  Kanyskiri.Panduk,  II.:  Charal  ifkuyu, 
Teiia  ghugu,  Ben^. ;  Kawadd,  Mahr. ;  Bode,  Gond;  Pttda-bella-yuira, 
Tel.;  Pidi-porUj  Tarn.;  Mani-praa,  Tarn.  (Ceylun)  ;  Kuoeya,  Allu- 
kobeya,  Cinj^. ;  Ku-po-hu,  A^-samese. 

Coloration.  Head  above  and  at  sides  and  nape  vinous  grey  ;  fore- 
head and  around  eye  generally  greyer ;  a  black  spot  in  front  of 
tsach  eye;  back  and  sides  of  neck  black,  each  feather  bifurcate  at 
the  tip  and  terminating  in  two  white  spots  ;  upper  bnck  brown, 
each  feather  with  two  rufous  terminal  spots,  the  spots  gradually 
fading  out  on  the  lower  back  and  rump,  becouiing  much  larger  on 
the  scapulars  and  wing-coverts,  in  which  the  rufous  end  of  each 
feather  is  divided  into  two  by  a  blackish  shaft-stripe,  broadest  at 
the  end ;  primary  and  greater  secondary  wing-coverts  ashy ;  quills 
brown ;  the  four  middle  tail-feathers  brown,  the  next  pair  black 
with  grey  tips,  the  others  with  the  basal  half  black,  terminal  half 
whitish  or  white;  lower  surface  vinous,  whitish  on  the  throat, 
vent,  and  lower  tail-coverts ;  wing-lining  grey  near  the  edge, 
further  in  and  axillaries  blackish. 

Young  birds  are  duller  and  browner,  and  want  the  black  white- 
tipped  feathers  of  the  neck,  whilst  the  rufous  spots  on  the  back 
mod  wing-coverts  are  indistinct. 
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Bill  dull  leaden-black ;  irides  dark  hazel,  surrounded  by  a  reddish 
sclerotic  ;  legs  dark  purplish  red  (Jerdon) ;  orbital  skin  red  {Lfgye). 

Length  about  l2  ;  tail  5*5  ;  wing  5o :  tarsus  *85  ;  bill  from 
gape  -bS.  Females  are  a  little  less,  and  Ceylon  birds  are  slightly 
smaller  than  North  Indian. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  whole  of  India  and  Ceylon;  most 
common  in  well-wooded  countries,  rare  in  drier  regions, and  wanting 
in  desert  tracts.  This  Dove  is  found  throughout  the  Himalayas 
up  to  7UG0  feet  and  in  Gilgit  and  Ijaddk  (the  statement  in  the 
British  Museum  Catalogue  that  it  inhabits  Yarkand  is  a  mistake). 
To  the  eastward  it  is  found  in  Assam,  Cachar,  and  Manipur,  but 
is  replaced  in  Burma  by  2\  tigrinus. 

Habits^  ^T.  A  common  familiar  bird,  coming  frequently  into 
gardens  about  houses  and  having  a  plaintive,  trisyllabic  call.  It 
breeds  almost  throughout  the  year,  having  two  or  more  broods ; 
but  in  Northern  India  the  principal  season  for  laying  eggs  is  from 
October  to  May.  The  nest  is  the  usual  slight  structure  placed 
on  a  bush  or  low  tree,  aud  the  two  white  glossy  eggs  measure 
about  1-06  by  'S± 

1308.  Turtur  tigriniu.     The  Malag  Sjwtted  Dove. 

Columba  tigrina,  Tetnm,  Pigeons^  i,  pi.  43  (1808-11). 

Turtur  suratensisy  apud  Bhjih,  Cat.  p.  2^?,  part. 

Turtur  tigrinus,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  x.xiv,  p.  480 ;  id.  Ihis^  1867, 
p.  loO;  Bail,  S.  F.  i,  p.  80;  Hume,  A.  ^  E.  p.  5015;  id.  S.  K  ii, 
p.  260;  Bhjth  ^   Wald^  Birdi  Burm.  p.  145^;  Hume,  S.  F.  iii, 

P- 
Anderson^ 

Hum 

Hm 

p.  440. 

GyOf  Burmese. 

Coloration  similar  to  that  of  T.  sxiratensis^  except  that  there  are 
no  distinct  rufous  spots  on  the  hack,  whilst  those  on  the  wing- 
coverts  are  much  smaller  and  less  distinct,  and  the  shaft-stripes  are 
not  so  well  marked,  the  white  tips  to  the  tail-feathers  also  are  much 
shorter.  The  difference  is  not  great,  and  1\  turatensis  in  worn 
plumage  closely  resembles  T,  tigrinus  when  freshy  moulted ;  in  fact 
these  are  merely  local  races. 

Bill  bluish  black ;  eyelids  and  skin  of  face  plumbeous ;  irides 
reddish  ;  legs  deep  red  ;  claws  dark  horn  (Gates), 

Length  about  12;  tail  5*5;  wing  o'O;  tarsus  '9;  bill  from 
gape  '9. 

Distributimi,  Throughout  Burma,  extending  east  to  Cochin  China 
and  south  through  the  Malay  Peninsula  and  Archipelago  as  far  as 
Celebes.  Birds  from  Upper  Burma  are  sometimes  intermediate 
between  this  race  and  T.  suratensis. 

Habits,  4'c.  Similar  to  those  of  T.  suratensis.  The  breeding- 
season  extends  throughout  the  year,  but  is  especially  from  August 
to  March. 
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13)9.  Tartar  cambayensis.     The  Little  Brown  Dove. 

rolumba  CAmVayeDsid,  Gm.  Stfst,  Xat.  i,  p.  779  (178s>. 

Tartar  seneiralenais,  npnd  Blifth.  Cat.  p.  237 :  iMinds.  ^  IVtn'f.  S.  F. 
Tii,  p.  86;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  794:  Vidai,  S,  F.  ix,  p  74:  Barnes, 
ihid.  pp.  219,  458:  Butler,  ibid.  p.  420:  Brid,  S.  F.  x.  p.  iJ<); 
DaritUon^  ibid.  p.  315:  Dan'son,  ibtd.  p.  408  ;  Barnes.  Bird:*  Bom. 
p.  291  :  Gates  ut  Hume's  X.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  3ol  ;  Sharply 
Yarkand  Mis9.y  Ares,  p.  118  {uer  Brision). 

Turtur  c4oibaveusi;i,  Jerdon,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  478 :  Stnii'-zka,  J.  A. 
S,  B.  xjtxvii,  pt.  2.  p.  Ot>;  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  248:  Hume,  S.  F.  i, 
p.  218;  Adam,  ihid.  p  3J)0:  Butler,  S.  F.  iv.  p.  3 :  Fairbanks 
S.  F.  ir,  p.  2t52 :  v,  p.  408  ;  Bn!l,  S,  F.  vii.  p.  224  ;  Biddulph,  Ibis, 
1^1.  p.  92 :  1Sn2.  p.  2843;  SrW/y,  Ibis^  1881,  p.  .VV> ;  C.  Swinh.>e, 
Ibis,  18^2,  p.  117;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  174;  Salcidon,  Cai. 
B.  M.  xxi.  p.  451. 

Ckota  fakhta,  Perki,  TorfrH/akhfa,  Paniuk^H.;  Jo/a,  Mahr. ;  Chitti 
br^la  t/uura,  Soirata  gutra,  Tel. ;   Touta-pora,  Tarn. 

Coloration,  Head,  neck,  and  breast  lilae,  tinned  with  Tinoiis, 
paler  on  the  sides  of  the  head ;  chin  whitish  ;  on  the  sides  and 
front  of  the  lower  neck  is  a  gorget  of  black  feathers,  bifid  at  the 
end  and  broadly  tipped  with  ferruginous ;  back,  wing-coverts  near 
the  back,  tertiariee,  scapulars,  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  middle 
tail-feathers  light  earthy  brown  :  distal  wing-coverts  a-thy :  w  iiiglet 
and  greater  primar}'-co verts  blacki«ih  brown;  quills  dark  brown  ; 
outer  tail-feathers  with  basal  half  blackish,  terminal  half  \ihite, 
outer  margin  of  outermost  pair  white  throujjhout,  the  two  pairs 
next  to  the  middle  pair  chiefly  grey  above ;  the  vinou>  br»'aftt  pMH«*es 
into  white  on  the  abdomen  ;  lower  taii-4?o vert?*  white  ;  wing-dining 
and  flanks  dark  ashy  grey. 

Bill  blackish;  irides  dark  brown,  with  a  whiti.'»h  inner  circK.'; 
legs  lake-red  (Jerdon). 

Length  about  10  5;  tail  4"75 ;  wing  5  ;  tarsus  "N5  ;  bill  from 
gape  '75. 

This  Dore  has  been  reirarde^i  as  idMnti«*al  uith  the  Afrli-an 
T.  seaegalensit.  which,  however,  i**  quite  distinct  ar»d  hat  the  upper 
surface  rafoas. 

Distribution.  Throughout  almcrtt  the  uhole  penin^^uU  of  IfDiia 
from  the  base  of  the  Himalaya.*,  rare  on  th*^  .Malabar  ^^f/a-^t,  and 
unknown  in  Ceylon,  aUo  wanting  in  J^fW^-r  Ii*Tigil  and  to  the 
eastward.  This  Dove  is  found  in  Xorth-we^fem  India  ar.d  tfie 
"Western  Himalayas,  in  Sind,  the  PufjJAh,  Kji«i'*rnir,  Tiirk»»)ran, 
Afghanistan  and  Baluchistan,  and  in  Arabia. 

Habits^  4cc*  This  and  the  neit  spjef- ie^  are  the  mfr.t  familiar  of  all 
Indian  doves,  and  are  comD:i«-»r>Iy  foniA  al/^^nt  hoiiv^i :  tiifv  strtf 
also  abundant  in  bush-jungle,  and  are  two  of  the  (umui'fU*-^*^  l/if*U 
everywhere.  The  call  of  T.  eatuhni^njtis  i"  •"Ii-*,  *MW»i»'d,  »if»d 
musical,  a  dissyllabic  <*ound.ref>*-a^^rd  i*>\\.T  (it  fl  *e  Uiu*-^  n\ii-r*n^\\t'\\  " 
(Bl^\  The  present  %fi*n'ie^  br^re^U  t-.Tou/Lotif  fh<-  *!*%?  arid  fi;i« 
several  broods  yearly  :  the  i.e^t.a  •ii/ht^/fie.  lu  pi^rwl  in/i.ffrrfefitly 
on  shrubs  or  low  trees  or  in  huu'iir.g»!,  or  o':/aMO<»a!Iy  on  the 
ground.     The  white  gIo««sy  eg;;r«j  t/>#ra^ufe  a^ont  I  hv  -nu. 
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1310.  Turttir  risorius.     The  Indian  Ring-Dove. 

Columba  risoria,  Linn.  SysU  Nat.  i,  p.  285  (1760),  partim. 

TurtuT  douraca,  Hodgs.  in  Gray's  Zool.  Misc.  p.  85  (1844),  descr. 
nulla ;  Salpadorij  Cat,  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  430. 

Turtur  risorius,  i?/i/M,  Cat.  p.  236;  id.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxiv,  p.  261; 
Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  481 ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  n.  151 ;  Stoliczka, 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  67 ;  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  ^48 ;  Godw.-Avst. 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  272;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  218 ;  Adam, 
ibid.  p.  390 ;  Hume,  y.  ^E.p.50b;  id.  S.  F.  iii,  p.  106 ;  Walden 
in  BlytKs  Birds  Burm.  p.  14(i ,  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  3;  vii,  p.  171 ; 


ix.  p.  4t'20;  Fairbank,  S.F.  iv,  p.  262;  v,  p.  409;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii, 


p.  458 ;  Beidf  S.  F.  x,  p.  60 ;  Davtsoti,  ibid.  p.  408 ;  Swinhoe,  Ibis, 
1882,  p  1 18 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  293 ;  id.  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed. 
ij,  p.  357  ;  C.  H.  T.  Marsh.  Ibis,  1884,  p.  421 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  291  ;  Hume,  S.  F  xi,  p.  299;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  174. 
Turtur  stoliczkse,  Hume,  S.  F,  ii,  p.  619  (1874). 

The  Common  Bin ff- Dove,  Jerdon :  Dhorfakhta,  Perki,  Panduk,  Gugi,  H. ; 
Falhak,  Kahalaki,  Pankffhugu^  Ben^. ;  Fitha  Hola,  Mahr. ;  Pedda-bella 
ffuwa,  Tel. ;  Cally^prad,  Tam.  (Ceylon). 

Coloration.  Head  and  neck  grey,  tinged  witli  lilac,  paler  on  the 
forehead  and  sides  of  head,  and  whitish  on  the  chin ;  a  black 
collar,  narrowly  bordered  above  and  still  more  narrowly  below  with 
white,  round  the  hind  neck  ;  upper  parts  thence  to  the  tail  and 
middle  tail-feathers  light  brown,  passing  into  ashy  grey  on  the 
outer  wing-coverts,  greater  secondary  coverts,  and  secondaries  ; 
primary-quills  dark  brown ;  outermost  tail-feathers  with  the  basal 
half  grey  above,  black  beneath,  the  black  running  some  distance 
down  the  outer  web,  terminal  half  or  rather  less  and  narrow  extreme 
outer  ed;;e  throughout  white ;  other  tail-feathers,  except  median 
pair,  white  at  the  ends,  beneath  partly  white,  partly  greyish  brown 
above  ;  breast  pale  lilac,  passing  into  ashy  grey  on  the  abdomen  and 
flanks  and  slaty  grey  on  the  lower  tail-coverts  ;  wiug-lining  white, 
grey  near  the  edge  of  the  wing. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  crimson  ;  orbitul  skin  whitish ;  feet  dark  pink- 
red  (Jerdon);  claws  hora- colour  {OaUs), 

Length  about  12*5 ;  tail  5 ;  wing  6*75 ;  tarsus  '9 ;  bill  from 
gape  '9. 

Distribution,  Thn)ughout  India  and  Ceylon,  in  open  and  culti- 
vated tracts  and  even  in  dry  parts  of  the  country,  but  not  in 
forest ;  rare  on  the  Malabar  coastland.  This  Dove  occurs,  but  is 
not  common,  in  Assam,  Cachar,  Upper  Burma,  and  Pegu,  but  not 
in  Tenasserim.  It  is  found  in  the  open  AVestern  Himalayas,  but 
not  in  the  forest-clad  ranges  of  Si k him.  It  lias  been  met  with  in 
China  and  throughout  Central  and  South-western  Asia,  and  as  far 
west  as  Turkey  in  Europe. 

Habits^  (S^'c,  As  Jerdon  observes,  this  Dove  chiefly  frequents 
hedges  and  trees  about  cultivation  and  also  low  bush-  or  reed- 
jungle.  It  is  very  common  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  is 
almost  or  quite  as  familiar  as  T,  cambayensia.    The  voice  is  rather 
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deep ;  the  call  trisjilabic.  The  breeding-season  lasts  throughout 
the  year ;  the  nest,  of  the  usual  type,  is  generally  in  a  bush  or  tree, 
often  a  thorny  one,  and  not  far  from  the  ground,  and  the  eggs 
measure  about  1-16  by  1-92. 

Salvador*!,  following  Schlegel,  has  adopted  the  name  of  T.  dourcuxi, 
Hodgson,  for  this  Dove ;  but  Hodgson's  term  was  published  with- 
out any  figure  or  description,  and  Lord  Walden  has  shown  that 
Liimsus's  name  risorius  does  apply  to  the  present  species. 

Genus  (EKOPOPELIA,  nov. 

The  little  ruddy  Ring-Do ve  is  distinguished  from  all  other 
species  by  its  long  wing,  with  the  first  primary  nearly  or  quite 
equal  to  the  second,  and  by  having  the  sexes  dissimilar  in  plumage. 
Two  species  are  generally  attributed  to  this  group,  but  I  cannot 
see  that  they  are  sufficiently  distinct  to  deserve  separation. 

1311.  (Enopopelia  tranquebaiica.     The  Red  TurtU-Dove. 

Colmnba  tranquebarica,  ITertn.  Ofa,  Zool.  p.  200  (1804). 

Columba  humilis,  Temm,  PL  Col.  pi.  259  (1824). 

Turtur  humilis,  Bhfth,  Cat.  p.  238 ;  id,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xxiv,  p.  261 ; 
Latfard,  A.  M.  N.  H,  (2)  xiv,  p.  60;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  482; 
Blyih,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  151 ;  Stoliczka,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxvii,  pt  2, 
p.  67;  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  249;  Hume,  Ibis,  1869,  p.  19;  Ball,  J.  A, 
8.  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  287;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  218:  Adam,  ibid. 
p.  391 ;  Hume,  8,  >'.  ii,  p.  269  ]  id.  N,  ^  E.  p.  507 ;  Godw.-Amt. 
J.  A.  8.  B,  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  172 ;  Butler,  8.  F.  iv,  p.  3 ;  Fairbank, 
ibid,  p.  262  ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  202 ;  Armstrong  Sf  Hume^  ibid.  p.  338 ; 
Hume  Sf  Ikiv.  8  F.  y\,  p.  423;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  797  bia ;  JHuvie  Sf 
Inqlis,  8.  F.  ix,  p.  258 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  294 ;  Biddulph,  Ibin^ 
1882,  p.  286 :  C.  H.  T.  Marshall,  Ibis,  1884,  p.  421 ;  Hume,  8.  F, 
xi,  p.  ^99;  8aloadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  4*34. 

Turtup  tranquebaricus,  Walden,  Trans,  /^ol.  Soc,  ix,  p.  219; 
Blyth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  145 ;  Hume,  8.  F.  iv,  p.  292 ;  Darvh.  ^' 
Wend.  8.  F.  vii,  p.  80;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  186;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  224; 
Crijtps,  ibid.  p.  297 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  797  ;  8cidlv,  8.  F.  viii,  p.  342 ; 
Doiff,  ibid.  p.  371  ;  Lefige,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  708 ;  Vidal,  8.  F.  ix, 
p.  75 ;  BuHer,  ibid.  p.  421 ;  Beid,  8.  F.  x,  p.  61 ;  Barnes,  Birds 
Bom.  p.  292 ;  id.  Jour.  Bofn.  N.  H.  8oc.  i,  p.  65 ;  v,  p.  332  ;  Oates  in 
Hume's  X.  4"  F.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  350  ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  437. 

Turtur  humilior,  Hume,  P.  A.  8.  B.  1874,  p.  241 ;  id.  8.  F.  iii,  p.  279; 
I     iv,  p.  292. 

8eroti  fakhta,  Ghirwi  fdkhta,  Biki,  H. ;  Golabi  f/huf/u,  Ithuiya 
gkuyu,  Tuma  khuri,  Beug. ;  Bah-yuwa,  Peri-arijm  guica,  Tel. 

Coloration.  Male.  Head  and  nape  dark  ashy  grey ;  a  black 
collar  round  the  hind  neck  ;  below  this  collar  the  back,  scapulars, 
tertiaries,  and  wing-coverts  are  vinous  red,  more  or  less  tinged 
with  ferruginous ;  primary-coverts  and  quills  dark  brown ;  rump 
and  upper  tail-coverts  dark  slaty  grey ;  middle  tail-feathers  brown, 
often  washed  with  grey,  next  two  pairs  dark  grey  at  base,  paler  at 
the  ends,  the  three  outer  pairs  with  the  larger  basal  half  blackish 
above,  black  below,  the  smaller  terminal  half  and  whole  outer  web 
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of  outermost  pair  white ;  lower  parte  vinous  red,  whitish  on  chin 
and  vent ;  under  tail-coverts  white ;  flanks  and  under  wing-coverls 
grey. 

Females  are  brown  above,  greyish  on  head,  rump,  flanks,  and 
edge  of  wing;  breast  light  bro\^n,  sometimes  with  a  vinous  tinge  ; 
a  black  nuchal  collar  and  the  tail  as  in  males. 

Young  birds  are  pale  brown  almost  throughout,  and  have  no  collar; 
the  feathers  of  the  back  and  wings  are  paie-edged. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  dark  brown ;  eyelids  plumbeous ;  legs  vinaceous 
brown  ;  claws  black ;  the  joints  of  the  scales  on  the  legs  white 
(Oates). 

Length  about  9  ;  tail  4  ;  wing  o'o  ;  tarsus  *75 ;  bill  from 
gape  -75. 

The  Indian  form  (E,  tranqueharica  has  of  late  years  penernlly 
been  regarded  as  specifically  distinct  from  the  Burmese  and  Chinese 
bird  (E.  humilis,  on  account  of  the  coloration  of  the  latter  being 
deeper  and  the  wing-lining  dark  grey  instead  of  pale.  Salvadori, 
however,  has  f«hown  that  the  coloration  of  the  upper  parts  is  not 
constantly  different,  and  although  Burmese  birds  have  very  dark 
wing-linings,  there  is  little  if  any  distinction  betwe?n  Chinese  and 
Indian  birds,  and  the  difference  is  in  any  case  so  small  as  scarcely 
to  be  of  specific  importance. 

Diftnbution,  Throughout  India,  by  no  means  scarce  in  the 
Punjab,  8ind,  and  Eajputana,  though  not  known  farther  west. 
This  Dove  wns  obtained  at  Gllgit  by  Biddnlph,  and  in  Ceylon,  where 
it  appears  to  be  very  rare,  by  Layard.  It  ranges  throughout  Burma 
to  the  Andamans  and  through  Cochin  China  and  China  to  the 
Philippines. 

iJahits,  4'c.  This  is  Ipss  common  in  India  than  some  other  doves, 
but  it  is  widely  distributed,  except  in  forest-tracts.  Its  call  is 
short  and  deep.  It  is  not  unfrequently  found  in  small  flocks. 
Eggs  have  been  taken  from  January  to  July  and  in  November; 
but  Hume  believes  that  this  species  has  only  two  broods  in  the 
year.  The  eg^s  are  slightly  elongated,  two  in  number,  and  waxy 
while  or  cream-coloured,  and  u)easure  about  1*02  by  '8.  The  nests 
are  on  trees  and  are  of  the  usual  type. 

Genus  KACBOPTOIA,  Swainson,  1837. 

This  genus  contains  several  long-tailed  Doves  inhabiting  the 
Oriental  and  Australian  rpgions,  and  ranging  from  the  Himalayas 
to  the  New  Hebrides  and  Australia.  They  may  at  once  be  dis- 
linguifhed  from  all  other  Indian  Columbivcehy  having  a  graduated 
tail  that  equals  or  exceeds  the  wing  in  length.  The  bill  is  slender, 
the  head  small  and  Dove-like,  the  tarsus  short  and  partly  feathered, 
the  feet  adapted  for  perching,  the  toes  being  long  and  the  soles 
broad;  the  feathers  of  the  rump  are  spinous,  and  the  tail-coverts 
elongate. 

Twenty-aeven  species  are  described  in  Snlvadon's  Catalogue, 
and  twenty-aix  in  a  paper  by  Major  Wardlaw*  Bamsay  published 
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in  the  '  Ibis '  for  1890,  but  ot  these  only  three  occur  within  our 
area.  They  are  generally  of  a  rufous-brown  colour,  partly  or 
wholly.  The  habits  are  thus  described  by  Wardlaw  Bamsay,  h  c. 
p.  215  :— 

**  In  habits  Mtcropijffla  is  a  Ground-Dove  of  a  tame  nature, 
very  partial  to  open  glades  and  clearings  in  dense  forest,  especially 
when  covered  with  a  secondary  growth  of  low  scrubby  jungle.  It 
is  generally  found  singly  or  in  pairs,  and  on  being  flushed  it  only 
flies  a  short  distance  and  alights  on  sorae  convenient  branch, 
spreading  out  its  tail  like  a  fan  as  it  does  so.  Its  food  is  composed 
of  seeds  and  berries,  one  very  favourite  fruit  being  the  chilli 
{Cap9icam  faHigiatum)^  of  which  it  consumes  an  enormous 
quantity." 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Tail  black  with  rafou3  cross-bands ;  quills  bmwn 

throutrhout    M.  tasaliay  p.  49. 

b.  Tail  browoy  unhanded  ;  quills  rufous  oa  inner 

borders. 

a',  I^r^er,  wing  nbout  75 M.  rnfii)ennis^  p.  oO. 

b*.  Smaller,  wing  about  6 M.  riificepsj  p.  51. 

1312.  Xacropygia  tusalia.     Tlic  Bar-Udled  Cuckoo-Dove. 

Coccyzura  tuaalia,  Hodffs,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xii,  p.  937  (1843). 

Macropygia  tusalin,  Blf/th.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xii,  p.  936 ;  Jerdoriy  B.  I.  iii, 
p.  473 ;  Godw.-Atut.  J.  A,  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  112;  Hume, 
N.  ^  E.  p.  500 ;  Wald,  in  BlytKs  Birdn  Burnt,  p.  146 ;  Wardl, 
Rams.  Ihis,  1877,  p.  468;  Hume^  Iktv.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  419;  Hume,  Cat. 
no.  791 ;  id.  S.  F.  xi,  p.  297 ;  mirdl.  Bams.  Ibis,  1890,  p.  217 ;  Oatei 
in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  ii,  p.  362 ;  Salottdori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  3.'i8. 

Macropygia  leptoirrammica,  apud  Blifth^  J.  A.  S.  B.  xiv,  p.  869 ;  id. 
Cat.  p.  235  ;  Walden,  Ibis,  1875,  p.*459  ;  Oatei,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  295  ;  nee 
Temm, 

The  BaMaUed  Tree-Dove ,  Jerdon  ;   Tusal^  Nipal ;  Ka-er,  Lepch. 

Coloration.  Male,  Forehead,  lores,  cheeks,  chin,  and  throat 
buff,  tinged  with  vinous  ;  crown,  hind  neck,  and  sides  of  head  and 
neck  lilac- grey,  overlaid  with  a  changeable  metallic  gloss,  green 
and  reddish  lilac;  sides  of  lower  neck,  back,  rump,  and  upper 
tail-coverts,  wing-coverts,  tertiaries,  and  scapulars  black  barred 
with  rufous  chestnut,  the  upper  back  and  sides  of  neck  with 
metallic  gloss ;  primary  and  secondary  quills  blackish  brown ; 
middle  rectrices  black,  with  narrow  slightly  wavy  rufous  bars 
throughout,  the  next  pair  barred  on  the  outer  webs  and  tips,  outer 
rectrices  slaty  grey,  with  a  black  band  near  the  end,  outermost 
pair  usually  with  a  basal  chestnut  patch ;  breast  greyish  or 
brownish  lilac,  with  a  metallic  gloss ;  abdomen  and  lower  tail- 
coverts  buff,  flanks  ashy. 

The  upper  plumage  of  females  resembles  that  of  males,  but  the 
lower  surface  is  buff  barred  with  dark  brown,  the  bars  more  or 
less  obsolete  on  the  chin,  throat,  middle  of  the  abdomen,  and  lower 
tail-coverts. 
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In  the  young  the  head  is  transvereelj  barred  above,  with  or 
without  indications  of  metallic  colour,  according  to  age ;  the  breast 
with  dark  bars  in  males. 

Bill  blackish ;  iris  white,  surrounded  by  a  rim  of  pale  lilac ; 
orbital  skin  grey,  with  an  inner  rim  of  purple  ;  legs  purplish  pink 
(  Wardlatu  Rumsay). 

Length  about  16;  tail  8;  wing  7*5;  tarsus  '85;  bill  from 
gape  1. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  Himalayas  as  far  west  as  Simla 
from  3000  to  about  10,000  feet  elevation,  also  in  Assam  and  the 
hills  to  the  southward,  and  on  the  hills  of  Karennee  and  Tenas- 
8erim.  M,  lepiwjrammica^  from  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Java,  and 
Sumatra,  is  scarcely  distinct,  but  it  is  smaller,  with  broader  cross- 
bars. 

Habits,  4'c.  Those  of  the  ^enus.  The  voice.  According  to  Jerdon, 
is  a  deep,  repeated  coo.  This  bird  breeds  in  the  Himalayas  from 
May  to  Julv,  but  a  nest  was  found  in  the  Karen  Hills  on  March 
18th  by  Wardlaw  Ramsay.  The  eggs,  two  in  number,  are  creamy 
white,  nearly  equally  pointed  at  both  ends,  moderately  glossy,  and 
measure  about  1  '35  by  *97.  They  are  laid  in  a  large  loose  platform 
nest  of  sticks  on  a  branch  at  no  great  height  from  the  ground. 

1313.  Hacropygla  mfipennifl.     The  Andaman  Cucloo-Dove. 

Macropvgia  nitipennis,  Blyfh,  J.  A.  S.  li,  xv,  p.  371  (1846);  id. 
Cat,\,  2S4  ;  Ball,  S.  F,  \,  y.  80;  JTWAw,  Jbin,  187.S,  p.  314  ; 
Humi'y  S.  F.  ii,  p.  2(56;  id.  Cat.  no.  721  bis ;    WardL  Jianis.  Ihis^ 


1890,  p.  224 ;  Salvadori,  Cat  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  344. 

Coloration,  Head  all  round  chestnut,  darker  and  with  a  slight 
lilac  gloss  on  the  crown,  whitish  on  the  chin  and  throat ;  rest  of 
upper  parts  dark  brown,  more  rufous  on  the  edees  of  the  wing- 
coverts,  and  on  the  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail ;  hind  nerk 
and  upper  back  minutely  speckled  and  barred  with  black  and 
rufous  buff,  and  occuHionally  showing  a  slight  amethysti^ie  gloss; 
outer  tail-feathers  bright  rufous  at  base  and  tips,  blackish  between  ; 
fore  neck,  sides*  of  lower  neck,  breast,  and  abdomen  light  brown 
with  wavy  black  cross-bars,  the  breast  and- sides  of  the  neck  often 
with  metallic  gloss ;  under  tail-coverts,  wing-lining,  and  inner 
webs  of  quills,  except  towards  the  end,  ferruginous  red. 

The  female,  according  to  Wardlaw  llamsay,  resembles  the  male. 
Young  birds  (formerly  described  as  adults  by  Hume)  have  the 
feathers  of  1  he  head  light  chestnut  with  black  edges,  the  bars  on 
the  hind  nei*k  and  back  are  broader  than  in  adults,  the  upper 
wing-coverts  and  quills  are  broadly  edged  with  rufous,  and  the 
lower  parts  are  chestnut  throughout ^  the  edges  of  the  feathers 
slightly  darker,  but  cross-bars  are  wanting. 

Bill  and  legs  purplish  pink;  iris  light  blue,  encircled  by  a  ring 
of  carmine ;  orbital  skin  leaden  blue  {Wardl,  Ramsay). 

Length  about  16;  tail  8;  wing  7'5;  tarsus  *95;  bill  from 
gape  1. 

Distribution,  The  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands. 
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1314.  Hacropygia  roficeps.     The  Little  Malay  Cuclcoo-Dove. 

Columba  ruficeps,  TVmm.  PL  Col.  pi.  661  (1835). 
Macropygia  amDoinensis,  apvd  Bli/th,  Cat.  p.  234,  nee  Linn. 
Macropygia  tuficeps,  Stoliczka,  j.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  :?,  p.  331  ; 

Blffth,  Birds  Barm.  p.  146 ;    Wardi.  Ranis.  Ibis,  1890,  p.  225  j 

Salvadari,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxi,  p.  360. 
Macrupjipa  aasimilis,  Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  441   0874) ;   Walden  in 

Blyth's  Birds  Burtn.  p.   146;    H^ardl.  Earns.  Ibis,  1877,  p.  468; 

Hume  4f  Dao.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  420 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.   791  ter ;  Outes, 

B.  B.  ii,  p.  296;  Salvadori,  Ann.  Mas.  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  v,  p.  618. 

Coloration.  Male,  Head  pale  cinnamon,  growing  darker  on  the 
nape  and  sides  of  neck  and  passing  into  the  dull  purplish  brown, 
richly  glossed  with  metaliic-green  changing  to  lilac,  of  the  lower 
neck  and  upper  back  ;  rest  of  upper  parts,  wings,  and  tail  brown, 
wing-coverts  edged  with  ferruginous  red ;  rump  and  upper  tail- 
coverts  rusty  brown,  middle  four  rectrices  the  same,  outer  rectrices 
bright  rufous  with  a  broad,  rather  irregular  black  band  near  the 
end  ;  lower  surface  of  body  light  cinnamon,  whitish  on  the  chin 
and  throat,  and  with  broad  white  tips  to  some  of  the  pectoral 
feathers ;  wing-lining  and  inner  edges  of  quills  towards  the  base 
ferruginous  red. 

Females  are  smaller  and  duller  above,  there  is  no  metallic  gloss 
on  the  upper  back ;  lower  parts  browner  than  in  the  male ;  feathers 
of  fore  neck  and  breast  black  with  rufous  tips,  appearing  as  if 
spotted  with  black. 

Young  birds  resemble  females,  but  have  dark  edges  to  the  feathers 
of  the  crown  and  pale  edges  on  the  upper  back. 

Bill  pale  brown ;  iris  pearly  white  (purplish  or  brown  in  the 
young),  orbital  skin  pale  blue;  legs  and  feet  brownish  pink  or 
red. 

Length  of  males  about  13;  tail  6*75;  wing  6:  tarsus  "To; 
bill  from  gape  *9 :  of  females  the  tail  is  about  6 ;  wins:  5-5. 
Javan  specimens  are  smaller  than  Burmese,  but  do  not  differ  in 
any  other  way. 

Distributi&n.  The  higher  hill-forests  of  Southern  Burma,  the 
Karen  Hills  near  Toungoo,  KoUidoo,  and  Mooleyit,  east  of  Moul- 
xnein :  also  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Sumatra,  Java,  and  Borneo. 

Habits.  This  is  described  by  Davison  as  a  shy  bird,  keeping  to 
dense  forest  in  small  parties  of  five  or  six,  and  having  a  peculiar 
quadrisyllabic  call  repeated  several  times. 


Subfamily  GEOPELIIN.E. 

The  genus  Geopelia  is  distinguished  from  all  other  Indian  Doves 
by  having  14  tail-feathers ;  it  has  neither  ambiens  muscle  nor 
intestinal  cseca,  and  thus  agrees  with  the  Treronince,  to  which  it 
was  referred  by  Garrod ;  but  it  possesses  an  oil-gland,  and  it  has 
a  bai-e  elongate  tarsus  and  peculiar  plumage  entirely  destitute  of 
metallic  lustre. 

e2 
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Grenus  OEOFEIIA,  Swainson,  1837. 


A  very  small  Tenasserim  dove,  with  part  of  the  plumage  closely 
banded,  belongs  1o  a  genus  containing  five  species,  and  ranging 
from  Burma  to  Australia.  All  the  species  are  small,  with  a 
slender  bill,  having  the  apical  hcrnj  portion  short  and  conrez ; 
the  wings  are  short  and  rounded,  the  1st  quill  greatly  attenuated 
near  the  tip,  2nd  and  3rd  quills  longest.  The  tail,  of  14  feathers, 
exceeds  the  wing  in  length  and  is  much  graduated.  The  tarsus  is 
naked,  and,  in  G.  striata^  is  longer  than  the  mid  toe.  Sezes 
alike. 


Fig.  9.— Priuiariei  of  G.  striata.    \. 

1315.  Geopelia  striata.     The  Barred  Ground- Dove. 

Columba  striata,  Linn,  Syst  Nat  i,  p.  282  (1766^. 

Geopelia  striata,  Jilyth,  Cat,  p.  2*35 ;  Hume,  S.  I,  iii,  p.  323  :  Hume 

^  J)av.  S.  R  vi,  p.  423 ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  707  ter  j  Oatea,  B.  B.  ii, 

p.  298 }  Sahadorij  Cat,  B.  M,  xxi,  p.  468. 

Cohration,  Anterior  half  of  crown,  cheeks,  chin,  and  throat 
ashy  grey  ;  occiput  and  nape  light  reddish  brown ;  hind  neck, 
sides  of  neck  and  of  breast,  and  flanks  closely  barred  black  and 
white;  back,  wing-coverts,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  light 
brown,  each  feather  with  a  teiminal  black  bar ;  quills  darker  brown, 
the  inner  webs  chestnut  towards  the  base;  middle  tail-feathers 
brown,  the  others  blackish  brown,  the  four  outer  pairs  with  long 
white  tips ;  middle  of  breast  pale  vinous,  passing  into  white  on 
the  abdomen ;  lower  tail-coverts  white;  wing-lining  chestnut,  finely 
barred  ^ith  black. 

In  the  young  the  whole  plumage  is  barred  above  and  below. 

Bill  bluish  white;  irides  generally  white,  occasionally  grey-brown 
or  pale  slaty  blue  ;  orbital  skin  pale  clear  blue,  tinged  with  green; 
legs  and  feet  pink,  claws  dirty  greenish  blue  (Davuion). 

Ijength  about  0  ;  tail  4*3 ;  wing  4  ;  tarsus  *75 ;  bill  from  gape  '7. 

J)i$tribution.  The  Malay  Peninsula  and  Archipelago  to  the 
Philippines  and  Celebes.  This  Dove  ranges  into  the  extreme 
south  of  Tenasserim,  where  it  was  found  by  Davison  about  the 
higher  parts  of  the  Pakchan. 

Habitt.  Very  similar  to  those  of  Turtur,  This  little  Dove  is 
found  singly  or  in  pairs  about  cultivation,  and  keeps  much  to  the 
ground,  feeding  on  seeds.    Its  note  is  quite  peculiar. 


Order  XIII.    PTEROCLETES. 

The  Sand-Grouse,  or  Pigeon-Grouse  as  they  were  appropriately 
caUed  by  Huxley,  form  a  well-marked  and  distinct  grroup  that  has 
been  referred  by  turns  to  the  Columbat  and  to  the  Qatliwr ;  but 
nnoe  Huxley  (P.  Z.  S.  1808,  p.  302)  showed  how  completely 
intermediate  between  the  two  the  Pteroclulce  are,  they  have 
generally  been  classed  in  a  separate  order.  They  are  birds 
of  a  yellowish -brown  or  buff  colour  as  a  rule,  with  somewhat  the 
build  of  Pigeons  and  even  swifter  flight,  but  \iith  very  different 
bills  and  feet ;  the  bill,  though  of  small  size,  resembling  that  of 
the  OalliwB.  The  characters  of  the  young  are  quite  Galline. 
Some  are  migratory,  others  resident. 

In  the  bill  there  is  no  soft  base  to  the  upper  mandible.  The 
toes  are  generally  four  in  number,  but  the  hallux  is  small,  and  in 
one  genus  wanting ;  all  are  on  the  same  level ;  the  anterior  toes 
are  short  and  rather  broad.  Oil-gland  present  and  nude.  The 
contour-feathers  have  aftorshafts.  The  lateral  bare  tracts  only 
extend  on  the  shoulders  to  the  base  of  the  neck,  not  on  to  it ; 
the  dorsal  feather-tract  has  an  interscapular  fork.  Primaries  11, 
fifth  secondary  wanting.     Tail-feathers  14  to  16. 

PaUte  schizognathous  ;  basi  pterygoid  processes  present.  Cer- 
vical vertebras  15  or  1(5.  There  are  usually  two  notches  on  each 
aiile  of  the  posterior  margin  of  the  sternum,  but  the  inner  notch 
is  sometimes  reduced  to  a  foramen  ;  keel  of  sternum  very  high. 

Deep  plantar  tendons  Galline.  Ambiens  muscle  present ;  other 
muacles  of  thigh  as  in  Columboi,  Cseca  present  and  large.  Gall- 
bladder present,  and  two  carotids. 

(tend-Grouse  live  on  hard  seeds,  and  are,  so  far  as  is  known, 
monogamous.  They  lay  three  eggs  on  the  ground,  generally  with- 
out a  vestige  of  nest.  The  eggs  are  peculiarly  shaped,  simply 
ovaU  nearly  a  prolate  spheroid,  equally  rounded  at  both  ends,  grey 
or  reddish  grey  and  double-spotted.  The  young  are  covered  with 
down,  richly  marked,  and  they  are  able  to  run  on  leaving  the 


Family  PTEROCLID^. 

Tarsus  short  and  feathered.  Wings  long  and  pointed.  The 
family  Is  found  throughout  Africa  and  in  Western  and  Central 
Asia,  some  forms  migrating  to  parts  of  Southern  Europe.  Several 
species  occur  in  India,  but  none  extend  to  the  east  of  the  Bay  of 
Bengal. 

Three  genera  are  recognized,  all  occurring  within  the  area  to 
which  the  present  work  is  restricted. 
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Key  to  the  Genera, 

a.  A  hallux  present ;  tardi  feathered  iu  front 

only ;  toas  naked. 

a\  Middle  tail-feathers  not  produced    Ptriioclxs,  p.  64. 

h\  Af  iddle  tnil-feathers  elongate  and  pointed.     Ptrroclubvs,  p.  58. 

b.  No  hallux;  tarsi  feathered  throughout, toes 

feathered ;  middle  tail-feathers  elongate  . .     Sybbhaptks,  p.  02. 

Many  Sand-Grouse,  especially  the  migratory  forme,  collect  in 
large  flocks.  All  drink  twice  a  day,  morning  and  evening,  at  a 
regular  time,  and  all  have  peculiar  clucking  notes,  dissyllabic  or 
tr7«»yllabic,  uttered  especially  during  flight.  The  note  of  course 
varies  in  the  different  species.  The  sexes  differ  throughout  the 
family. 

Genus  PTEROCLES,  Temm.,  1815. 

Bill  small,  arched  above ;  nostrils  elongate,  basal,  almost  covered 
by  frontal  plumes  ;  wings  long  and  point-ed  ;  tail  moderate,  rounded 
OP  wedge-shaped,  the  middle  pair  of  rectrices  not  produced  or 
scarcely  projecting  beyond  the  others ;  tarsi  feathered  in  front, 
reticulate  behind  ;  toes  short,  naked  ;  a  hallux  present. 

Ten  P})ecies  are  known  from  Atrica,  S.  Europe,  8.W.  and  Central 
Asia;  of  these  four  are  Indian. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Abdomen  black  throughout P,  arenarius  cJ  $,  p.  M. 

h»  Abdomen  banded  black  and  white. 
a\  Double  black  pectoral  gorget. 

fl".  Hind  neck  not  banded l\/asriatus  cT ,  p.  66. 

b".  Hind  neck  banded    I\  lichtensteiui  ^ ,  p.  67. 

b'    No  black  gorget. 
c".  C'hin    unspotted  ;   tarsi  speckled  or 

barred    P.  fasriatva  2 ,  p.  66. 

d".  ("bin  spotted ;  tarsi  unspotted     ....     P.  UchteMteini  ^ ,  p.  67. 

c.  Abdomen  all  buff  in  c^,  spotted  with  black 

in  $ P.  eoronatus,  p.  67. 

131 G.  PterocleB  arenarillB.  The  Large  or  Blach-leUied  Sand-Orouse. 

Tetrao    arenaria,  PaUas,  A  or.  Com.  Petrop,  xix,   p.  418^  pi.    viii 

(1776). 
Pterocles    arenarius,    Temm.    Man.   tCOrn.  p.   2d0 ;    Btyth^    Cat. 

p.  249 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  406 ;  Beavan,  Ibis,  18(58,  p.  377 ; 

atoUczkay  J,A.S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  24»  j  iftime,  S.  F.  i,  p.  219 ; 

Adam^  ibid.  p.  .'^91  ;  James,  S,  F.  iii,  p.  41t? ;  Butler,  S.  P.  iv, 

p.  4;  v,  pp.  222,  2;U  ;    WW,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  2:i0;  Htmie  ^  Marsh. 

Game  B.  i,  p.  47,  pi. ;  Httme,  S.  F  vii,p.  161 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  186 ; 

Hume,  Cat.  no.  79J);    Tu/nell,  8.  F.  ix,  p.  200;  Bamet,  ibid. 

pp.  219,  468 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  61 ;  Stoinhoe,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  118  ; 

Biddalph,  ibid.  p.  287 ;  Swinhoe  ($-  Barnes,  Ibis,  1886,  p.  131  ; 

Barnes,  Birds  Isom.  p.  294 ;  id.  Joum.  Bom,  N.  H.  Soc.  y,  p.  3^)8 ; 

St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  174  :  OgUvie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  18. 

BhaUitar,  Bakht,  Bakht-titar,  H. ;  Banchur,  Peshawar;  Burra  BhaUa, 
ilariana;  iS*iy<i-#inaA,  Pen. 
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Coloration,  Male.  Throat  ferruginous  chestnut,  extending  round 
sides  of  neck  and  disappearing  behind  nape,  paler  also  on  chin  ;  a 
triangular  black  patch  on  the  throat,  crown,  and  sides  of  the  head  ; 
nape,  lower  neck  all  round,  and  upper  breast  pale  earthy  brown ; 
back,  rump,  and  upper  tail>coverts,  scapulars,  t^rtiaries,  and  inner 
secondarj-coverts  blackish  grey,  each  feather  tipped  with  ochreous 
yellow  and  pale  fawn-coloured  towards  the  base ;  greater  secondary 
and  primary  coverts  and  edge  of  wing  fawn-coloured,  shaded  darker ; 
quills  slaty  grey  externally,  the  shafts,  the  outer  web  of  the  1st  quill, 
and  the  inner  surface  black ;  tail-feathers  buff  barred  with  black, 
middle  pair  tipped  with  greyish  black,  the  others  tipped  with  white ; 
a  black  gorget  across  the  breast,  which  is  buff  not  greyish  brown 
behind  the  gorget ;  abdomen  and  flanks  black ;  wing-lining  white  ; 
thighs,  tarsi,  and  lower  tail-coverts  buffy  white. 

femdU  pale  fawn,  the  bead,  neck,  and  upper  breast  spotted  with 
black  shaft-streaks  ;  chin  and  throat  yellowish,  bounded  behind  by 
a  black  line,  beyond  which  the  fore  neck  is  ashy ;  back  and  upper 
parts,  including  the  middle  tail-feathers,  with  curved  black  cross- 
bands  irregular  in  direction ;  the  other  rectrices,  the  quills,  and 
lowAr  parts  from  the  black  pectoral  gorget  as  in  the  male. 

Tail-feathers  16. 

Bill  bluish  grey  ;  irides  brown  ;  feet  grey  {Hume). 

Length  about  14;  tail  4;  wing  9*5;  tarsus  1*1;  bill  from 
gape  -7. 

Distribution.  From  the  Canary  Islands  and  Spain  on  the  west, 
through  North  Africa  and  South-western  Asia  to  Turkestan  and 
to  North-western  India,  where  this  species  is  a  cold-weather 
migrant,  arriving  about  the  end  of  September  and  leaving  in 
March.  It  has  been  found  as  far  east  as  Lucknow  and,  it  is  said, 
Allahabad ;  it  has  also  been  recorded  from  Neemuch  and  even 
Khandesh,  and  it  h  found  in  Northern  Guzerat,  all  round  the 
Runn  of  Cutch,  and  in  Sind ;  but  it  is  most  common  in  the 
Punjab  and  the  neighbouring  tracts  on  the  borders  of  the  desert. 

Habits,  ^c,  InN.W.  India  this  Sand-Grouse  haunts  gre<at  sandy 
plains,  within  access  of  water,  in  large  flocks.  It  lives  on  small 
seeds,  and  drinks  morning  and  evening.  It  does  not  breed,  so  far 
as  is  known,  in  India;  but  Barnes  found  its  eggs  in  S.  Afghanistan 
in  May. 

1317.  Pterocles  fasciatns.     Tht  FalnUd  Sand-Grouse. 

Tringa  fasciata,  Scop,  Del.  Flor,  et  Faun.  Insuh.  ii,  p.  92  (178G). 

Pterocles  quadricinctus,  apud  Jerd.  Madr.  Jour.  L.  S.  xii,  p.  4;  id. 
111.  Ind.  Om.  pis.  10,  36 ;  Burgess,  P.  Z.  S.  18oo,  p.  30. 

Pterocles  fasciatus,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  249 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  498 ; 
King,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  216;  Beavan,  Ibis,  1808, 
p.  378;  Blanfordy  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxviii,  pt.  2,  p.  18S;  Hume, 
J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  121  ;  McMaster,  J,  A.  S,  B,  xl,  pt  2, 
p.  214 ;  Stoliczka,  X  A,  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  249 ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E, 
p.  511 ;  Hayes  Lloyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  415 ;  Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  391 ; 
Bail,  S,  F.  ii,  p.  426 ;  iii,  p.  293 ;  vii,  p.  225 ;  BiUler,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  4  ; 
V,  p.  231 ;  ix,  p.  421 ;  Fairbank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  202 ;  Davidson  ^  Wend, 
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S,  JP.  vii,  p.  86 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p,  162  ;  Hume^  Marsh,  Game  B.  i, 
p.  59,  pi. ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  800 ;  Mcltiroy,  H.  K  viii,  p.  492 ;  TuffheU, 
S,  F,  \x,  p.  201 ;  Daoidaon,  8,  F,  x,  p.  316;  Bamea,  Bird*  Bam. 
p.  20o ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N,  H,  Soc.  v,  p.  334 ;  Oates  in  Bume'» 
N.  Jf-  E,  2ud  ed.  iii,  p.  364  j  Ogilvie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  27. 

Pahdri  hhat  titar,  Bhat-ban,  H.  (N.W.P.)  ;  PaVei,  Belgaum  ;  Jfanderi, 
Southern  ludia;  jKai  gowjal  haki,  Can.  (Mysore);  Honda  polanka, 
Taniul. 

Coloration.  Male,  A  narrow  white  frontal  band  followed  by  a 
broader  black  band,  behind  which  is  a  second  white  band,  a  black 
spot  over  eye ;  crown  buff  and  black  mixed  ;  hind  neck  buff,  with 
an  olive  tinge  ;  back,  scapulars,  inner  quills,  rump,  and  tail  with 
broad  buff  and  black  cross-bands,  generally  straight,  but  somewhat 
arrowhead-shaped  on  the  rec trices ;  scapulars,  later  secondaries, 
and  tail  tipped  with  yellowish  buff ;  wing- coverts  buff,  olivaceous 
near  the  shoulder,  the  inner  coverts  banded  black  and  white,  with 
the  tips  ochreous  buff ;  winglet,  primary-coverts,  and  quills  dark 
brown;  chin,  throat,  and  fore  neck  ochreous  buff;  a  broad  deep 
ferruginous-chestnut  gorget,  then  a  pale  buff  band  followed  by  a 
black  band  ;  behind  this  the  abdomen  is  banded  white  and  blackish 
brown  ;  under  tail-coveits  buff  and  black  like  the  toil ;  wing-lining 
light  brown. 

Female  huffy  pale  fawn,  banded  with  black  above  and  below,  the 
scapulars  and  tail  tinged  with  chestnut;  head  spotted  uith  black, 
throat  more  finely  spotted ;  quills  as  in  the  male. 

Tail  of  16  feathers. 

Bill  red ;  orbital  skin  lemon-yellow  ;  irides  dark  brown ;  feet 
dull  yellow,  claws  reddish  (Jerdon). 

Length  about  11;  tail  3*5;  ^iug  6*5;  tarsus  *9;  bill  from 
gape  -6. 

Distribution,  Peculiar  to  India  and  resident.  Found  in  suitable 
places  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  Peninsula,  but  not  on  the 
Malabar  and  Bombay  coast  nor  iu  the  forest  region  north  of  the 
Godavari  and  east  of  Raipur,  Mandla,  ^.,  nor  iu  the  low  grounds  of 
the  Camatic.  This  Sand-Grouse  is  found  throughout  the  Deccan 
and  the  Central  Provinces  and  as  far  south  as  Mysore,  and  is 
common  in  parts  of  Guzerat,Cutch,  Bajputana,the  N.W.  Provinces, 
and  amongst  the  Hewalik  hills  of  the  N.W.  Punjab,  but  does  not 
occur  west  of  the  Indus  nor  on  the  Gangetic  alluvium.  It  is  not 
often  ft»und  in  thick  forest  or  in  alluvial  plains,  but  is  common 
in  scrub-jungle,  on  small  rocky  hills  and  barren  broken  ground. 

HabitSy  i'c.  This,  perhaps  the  most  beautifully  marked  of  all 
8and-Grouse,  never  occurs  in  large  fIoc*ks,  and  is  usually  seen 
singly  or  in  twos  or  threes  that  nse  with  a  cackling  note  from 
amongst  rocks  and  grass  or  bushes.  It  is  crepuscular  in  its 
drinking-habits,  fl.ving  to  water  before  sunrise  and  after  sunset  iu 
small  parties,  and  often,  in  the  hot  weather,  before  dawn  and  after 
dark.  Like  other  8and-Grouse,  it  often  utters  its  trisyllabic  call 
on  the  wing.  The  eggs  are  similar  in  shape,  gloss,  and  number  to 
those  of  other  epecies  of  PUroeleSy  but  the  ground-colour  is  pale 
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'pink  vitli  duker  specks  mnd  blotches,  and  the  Mrenefi  sue 
]"4±  bv^  -d^  Tbe  pniid|nl  bre^eding-semsoo  is  in  April  and  Mat, 
*^^  ksfe  been  taken  in  ocher  munths. 


1315.  WmcIm  liittllMillili    "  TV  d-M-^Mtrrfi  SaaA-G'-OMM. 

S.F.  i.^  *:,•-:   ITiiit.  .S  F.  ir,  p.  i-^i;  iJvubf.  S.  F.  tiL  p.  !•;:?; 

T^^miC^  S.  F.  i^^  Sjrii  Btrm^  Bu^s  B>m.  p   -£»}'.  Ophite 
Giw^  CM.  B.  Jf.  zxn.  p.  :£-. 

btk^at  bai&d  Acroa*  liiran  :  i*jper  pirt*  pi^^  t»-:5  or  *i»  t-*-^  bajrrd 
wEsi  Vaek :  winsr-'Wn'tirt*  bwrtsa  "»::"ii  « ♦  ne :  ftcaiv-i.itf^.  t«^iir*-:^, 
seiiiBaa  wimg-<KiTrrtK  and  tadj-f-^^aJit**-?^  tejuc:/  i..:;*^  ^ili  v^5: 

hitnaA  hdL  ii>?  ■BTc»«r  jwrt  ixMTimJj  tifcTT-»i-  iiif  j.'»-^^  pun  '•::':» 
two  farattd  tttae^  liar«.i<iit-  ■lt^ths'  ci:  it  ^ii-*.  i*  "ii'ir--  w  li  f*-rTur  tj'.»u*>. 

miiifci :   mrs  pikit-   tint,  iiin  l«rrt*d;    liija-r  »ii<c-ccM*tr^f  jaiK? 

app  iikf'  i&HMiP  fiC  liH-  nibit. 

Ttw  flpftrat*  Tt»«nituef  Z'.  •f&*p»£r*A.  t»u:  "tKttti  m*^.*^  aire  &:»?»•  t*'j  :»*«*:•- r 
and  fincL'T  lanrndL  sdc  Liit  uinnir  tr^irKr  iii  litn-  im  i*:  if  u'.'>iit«-c  ii. 
i*.  fflaniofifif  bm  iarT**c  ii,  Tiin-  ii^+^wttin  :  .rui.     Z'li*  "u-  rtti  lu.uf  v»i..r 

f-  tjiawi.  Dutii  ^  i:T«i»ec  i*^j'.«v'i*il.    J^un*^  .. 

gape*  -(i*. 

iMmrvimUainL.  ^ ^  Af.rJ«aL  Aruiuii- liuiuyni^Otou.  uiiC  Siuc  »^«t  k^ 
lite  I^dufi. 

Gi»o«»f  »  iciuiid  Hi  ru'jrr  £r**^miic  unc   t*uHti*^f   uuc    if  i.iJ'.»*\JUirL.  v 


sit.  **lLv?*.  Itvu^L   ^   J-    '.:    J    :;n       hu*^t*.f    i»ic    \»\    1 -V    *••>- 
Ciilai  irtMiii      ^ii«c     '/'liii.  Hill.  i»  tfi'Tir.ic    ui    '.**<    U'lUUi^*  U^   :'U< 
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throat,  a  narrow  band  round  the  gape  and  lores,  and  a  stripe 
running  back  on  each  side  of  the  forehead  black ;  middle  of  fore- 
head and  border  to  black  on  cheeks  and  chin  whitish ;  crown 
vinaceous  buff,  surrounded  except  in  frout  by  a  band  of  ashy  grey  ; 
around  that,  again,  is  a  band  of  ochreous  yellow  expanding  in  t'r(»nt 
and  C/Overing  the  cheeks  and  throat ;  upper  parts  isabelline  fawn  ; 
ends  of  the  wing-coverts,  scapulars,  and  some  of  the  back-feathers 
pale,  forming  buff  spots  with  dusky  borders;  a  tinge  of  vinaceous 
on  the  scapulars  and  inner  quills  ;  greater  coTerts,  primaries,  and 
outer  secondaries  brown,  the  outer  primaries  with  white  shafts, 
inner  primaries  with  whitish  tips ;  unddle  tail-feathers  isabelline 
like  rump,  the  others  vinaceous  buff  with  a  subterminal  black  bar 
and  white  tip ;  lower  parts  from  throat  pale  buff,  upper  breast 
tinged  with  grey. 

ThefenutU  wants  the  markings  on  the  head  and  is  buff  throughout 
with  crescentic  black  cross-bars ;  lower  parts  paler,  the  throat 
yellowish  speckled  with  black. 

Tail-feathers  16.     Colours  of  soft  parts  not  recorded. 

Ixingth  about  11;  tail  3*5;  wing  7*2;  tarsus  '9;  bill  from 
gape  •(). 

Dlntribution,  N.E.  Africa,  Arabia,  Southern  Persia,  Baluchistan, 
and  2<ind  west  of  the  Indus.  This  8and-Grouse  has  also  been 
found  in  Afghanistan  and  on  the  western  frontier  of  the  Punjab 
as  far  north  as  the  Khyber  Pass. 

Habits,  Similar  to  those  of  Pteroclurus  €XU9tu$  and  P.  senegallus. 
This  iSand-Cirouse  probably  breeds  in  Sind,and  the  eggs,  measuring 
I'd  by  1*06,  were  taken  by  Barnes  in  South  Afghanistan  about 
May  and  June. 

Genus  PTEROCLUBUS,  Bonap.,  1854. 

This  is,  by  many  writ-ers,  united  to  JHerod^s^  from  which  it  only 
differs  in  having  the  two  middle  tail-feathers  elongate  and  pro- 
duced into  a  lo'jp  narrow  point. 

'J'here  are  always  16  tail-feathers. 

Of  the  four  known  species,  ranging  over  Africa,  S.  Europe, 
S.W.  and  Central  Asia,  three  are  found  within  Indian  limits. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

Abdomen  white  throughout  in  both  sexes  P.  alchata^  p.  ^8. 

Abdomen  dark  brown  throughout  in  males, barred 

brown  nnd  rufous  in  females  ;  a  black  goiyet.    P.  extutus,  p.  00. 
Middle  of  alxlomeu  dark  brown,  sides  buff  in  both 

sexes ;  no  goiget P.  senegaUuSy  p.  61. 

1320.  PterOClarUB  alchata.     The  Large  Ptn-taiUd  Satul-Orouse. 

Tetrao  alchata,  Linn,  Sgst.  Nat.  i,  p.  276  (1766). 

Pterocles  alchata,  JHg'fhy  Cat.  p.  24»;  Jerdvn,  B.  L  iii,  p.  600; 
Hume,  S.  F,  i,  p.  2-il  ;  Dlftcitt,  S.  F.  iu,  p.  2(58;  Hume,  S,  F,  vii, 
p.  101  ;  id.  Cat.  no,  801 ;  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Oame  B,  i,  p.  77,  pi. ; 
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Bame$,  S.  F,  ix,  p.  4*j8  ;  id.  Birds  Bom.  p.  297  ;  St.  John^  Ihis, 
1889,  p.  174. 
Pteroclurus  alchata,  Ogiivie  Grant,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxii,  p.  7. 

Coloration,  Male.  Crown  light  brown  tinged  with  yellow  ;  chin, 
throat,  and  a  narrow  line  running  back  from  the  eye  black  ;  re^t 
of  head  orange  or  rufous  buff,  passing  on  the  neck  into  olivaceous 
huff ;  back  and  scapulars  pale  brown  tinged  with  oUve  and  marked 
with  large  subterminal  pale  ochreous-yellow  spots,  especially  on 
the  scapulars ;  primary-coverts  and  small  coverts  brown,  outer 
secondary  median  and  greater  coverts  with  a  sublerminal  chestnut 
band  bordered  with  white;  iuiiermost  coverts  brown  washed  with 
yellow  and  with  broad  terminal  black  borders ;  quills  brownish 
grey  outside,  the  outer  web  of  the  first  primary  dark  brown, 
the  shafts  and  the  inner  surface  of  all  quills  black,  inner  webs  of 
later  primaries  blackish  externally  towards  the  ends  and  bordered 
with  white :  secondaries  white,  with  a  broad  outer  band  of  brown 
extending  to  the  tips  of  the  inner  webs ;  rump  and  upper  tail- 
coverts  narrowly  banded  pale  yellowish  and  black  ;  rectrices  greyish 
brown  tinged  yellow  and  with  partial  bars  of  fawn-colour,  the  long 
tips  of  the  middle  pair  black,  the  other  feathers  tipped  with  white  ; 
two  narrow  black  bars  a  considerable  distance  apart  across  the 
breast,  the  space  between  them  pale  rufous  ;  lower  breast,  abdomen 
and  lower  tail-coverts,  axillaries  and  inner  under  wing-coverts 
white,  larger  coverts  and  the  border  of  the  wing  broun. 

Female,  Upper  parts  barred  black  and  yellowish  buff,  on  the 
hack  and  scapulars  each  feather  with  a  band,  usually  broad  and 
conspicuous,  of  pearly  to  slaty  grey ;  outer  secondary-coverts  white 
with  a  black  border ;  on  the  inner  coverts  there  is  a  ferruginous-red 
band  inside  the  black ;  npper  tail-coverts  with  V-shaped  bars ;  chin 
and  middle  of  throat  white  ;  cheeks,  sides  of  upper  neck,  and  bund 
across  throat  dull  ochreous-buff,  followed  by  a  broad  black  gorget, 
then  an  ochreous  and  then  a  grey  band,  atter  which  is  a  narrow 
black  gorget  (the  anterior  one  of  the  male),  so  that  there  are  three 
black  bands  altogether  in  the  female.  Remainder  of  lower  parts, 
quills,  and  tail  as  in  the  male. 

In  young  birds  the  upper  parts  and  breast  are  all  narrowly  and 
irregularly  barred.  Immature  males  retain  some  of  the  bars; 
immature  females  have  black  instead  of  pearly-grey  bars  on  the 
back  and  coverts. 

Bill  very  stout,  greenish  brown  to  slate-colour;  irides  brown; 
feet  dusky  green  (Hume). 

Length  about  15 ;  tail  in  males  5-7,  in  females  3*75-6  ;  wing  8 ; 
tarsus  1 ;  bill  from  gape  '65.  The  middle  tail-feathers  are  about 
2  inches  longer  than  the  others  in  both  sexes. 

Distribution,  South-western  and.  Central  Asia  ;  a  cold-season 
visitor  to  the  extreme  North-west  of  India.  This  Sand-Grouse 
occurs  abundantly  from  October  till  March  in  the  Western  Punjab 
and  Northern  Sind,  and  has  been  found  as  far  as  Delhi,  Sambhar, 
and  Kar^hi.  In  North  Africa  and  Southern  Europe  a  more  richly- 
coloured  race  occurs. 


HabU»,  ife.  Thia  handiome  Sand-Grouse  is  usually  men  iu  India 
in  very  large  flocks  ;  it  is  shy  and  wary,  flies  swiftly,  aud  frequently 
utters  a  loud  elanging  cry.     It  does  not  breed  in  ludia. 

1321.  Pterodnnu  eznstiu.     The  Commim  Sand-Grovte. 

Pterocles  eiu^tui,  Trvan.  IH.  Col.  ao».  364,  360  (1826);  Btyth,  Cat. 
p.  249;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  502;  BUtnfo,d,J.A.S.B.xxxy»i, 
pt.  2,  p.  li^O;  AMcMaOer,  J.  A.  S.  B.  il,  pi.  2,  p.  214;  Stoltczka, 
J.  A.  &  B.  ili,  pt.  2,  p.  249 ;  Hume,  S.  V.  \,  p.  ;i2fl ;  id.  N.  ^  E. 
p.  613 ;  Adam,  H.  F.  i,  p.  392 ;  JiTiny,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  458 ;  Btititr,  S.  F. 
iv,p^4;  ix,p.421;  Hume^ ManA.  Oame  B.i,v.  t9,pi.i  Hunte. 
S.  F.  »ii,  p.  181 ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  225;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  802;  Seid, 
S.  F.  X,  p.  CI  ;  Bai-na,  Birds  Bom.  p.  SOO ;  n^.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H. 
Soe.  i,  p.  55 ;  v,  p.  33U ;   Oata  in  Himte't  A'.  ^  £.  Sad  ed.  iii, 

p.aei. 

Ptoroclurui  exustus,  Bail,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  42t! ;   Ogilvle  Grant,  Caf.  B.  M. 
Mii,  p.  12. 
Bhat-titar,   BakAt-iitar,  KuinartU,   Kahar,  H.;    Butabur,   Balihm, 
Sind  j  Pepandi,hbU;  Pakorade,iia\ij.;  Jam  polanka,Ttl. ;  Kat  got^at 
haki,  Can.  (Mysore)  ;  K<d  kondari.  Tarn. 


Fi|{.  lU.-U«nd  uf  F.  txuHut. 


Coloration.  Male.  Upper  parts  brownish  buff  to  isabelline :  fore- 
bead,  lores,  and  sides  of  head,  cbia,  and  throat  dull  ocbreous-buff ; 
ends  of  the  scupulars  aud  tertiaries  and  all  the  secondary -coverts 
jiale  buff,  the  scapulars  and  some  of  the  median  coverts  tipped  with 
reddish  brown,  a  few  of  the  coverts  thus  tipped  with  a  white  streak 
inside  the  tip ;  primary -coverts,  primaries,  and  mosi-  of  the  eecood- 
aries  blackish  brown,  the  later  primaries  obliquely  tipped  with 
white;  middle  tail-feathers  brown  with  long  black  tips,  the  other 
rectrices  darker  brown  with  white  tips ;  breast  buff  with  a  slight 
rufous  tinge,  crossed  by  a  hlack  gorget  narrowly  edged  with  white 
in  front;  the  buff  passes  into  the  dark  brown  of  the  abdomen  and 
flanks,  blackish  in  the  middle  of  the  abdomen;  tarsal  feathers, 
vent,  and  under  tail^coverts  very  pale  buff;  wing-lining  dark 
brown. 

FtmaU  buff;  rrowu  and  neck  all  round  spotted  with  black 
shaft-stripes,  brondor  at  the  end ;  rest  of  upper  ports,  except 
greater  secondary-coverts,  barred  with  black  ;  scapulars  and  soma 
of  the  coverts  with  larger  yellowish-buff  ends  tipped  with  brown  ; 
quills  as  in  male  ;  tail-feathers  barred,  the  middle  pair  with  black, 
the  others   with   white  tips ;  chin,  throat,  and  sides  of  head, 
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iDcliidiog sapercUiA, yellowish  bttff  unspotted ;  upper  brenst  spotted 
with  dark  brown  down  to  a  rather  liroken  blackish  gorget,  behind 
this  a  broad  hand  of  pkin  buff;  abdomen  barred  dark  brown  and 
rufous,  darkest  in  the  middle ;  tarsi  and  lower  tail-coverts  buff ; 
wing-lining  brown. 

Young  birds  are  at  first  rufous  with  black  markings,  then  barred 
rather  irregularly  and  much  like  the  adult  female,  but  without  a 
gorget :  the  abdomen  is  dark  from  an  early  age. 

Bill  and  feet  pale  slaty  grey  to  plumbeous  or  lavender-blue: 
irides  dark  brown ;  orbital  skin  pale  yellow  to  pale  yellowish 
green. 

Leng^th  of  male  about  12*5 :  tail  4-4-5*8 ;  ^ing  7 ;  tarsus 
'8o ;  bill  from  gape  *65.  Leo^^th  of  female  about  11*5 ;  tail 
4  to  4-8;  wing  6-75.  The  middle  tail-feathers  are  1*5  to  2-5 
longer  than  the  others  in  males,  about  an  inch  or  less  in  females. 

Distribution,  Itesident  throughout  a  large  portion  of  Afri^^. 
South-western  and  Central  Asia,  and  the  Indian  Peninsula,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Bombay  and  Malabar  coastland,  the  forest 
regions  east  of  80°  E.  long.,  and  Bengal,  in  which  only  stragglers 
are  occasionally  found.  I  have  seen  this  Saud-Grouse  near 
Baneegunje,  and  Dr.  G.  King  once  saw  one  in  the  Botanical 
Gardens,  Calcutta.  To  the  south  I  have  seen  many,  and  shot 
aome  a  little  north  of  the  Cauvery  near  Trichinopoly.  This  bird 
is  common  in  North-western  India  and  the  Deccan. 

Habits^  4'C'  The  Common  Sand-Grouse  keeps  to  open  country  ; 
it  is  never  found  in  forest,  and  but  rarely  amongst  bush.  It  flies 
to  water  and  drinks  between  8  and  10  o*cIock  in  the  morning, 
earlier  in  summer  than  in  winter,  and  from  4  to  6  in  the  evening. 
The  birds  feed  before  and  after  drinking,  and  keep  in  open  sandy 
ground  during  the  day.  Hume,  in  the  admirable  account  in 
•  Grame  Birds,'  says  they  feed  in  different  ground  after  drinking. 
They  rest  about  midday,  each  in  a  nook  beside  a  clod  of  earth  or 
tuft  of  grass,  but  they  sleep  at  night  in  flocks  huddled  together, 
and  but  rarely  fall  a  prey  to  foxes  or  jackals.  They  have  a  double 
clucking  note,  uttered  on  the  wing  when  they  are  alarmed  or  when 
they  are  flying  to  or  from  water.  The  principal  breeding-season 
in  the  North-west  is  from  April  to  June,  but  earlier  in  the  Deccan, 
and  eggs  have  been  found  at  all  seasons.  The  eggs  are  grey 
or  pinkish  or  pale  olive-brown,  double-spotted,  and  measure  about 
1-45  by  1-03. 

1322.  Pteroclnnu  senegalluB.     The  Spotted  Sand-Grouse. 

Tetrao  seoegallus,  Linn.  Mantissa,  p.  52G  (1767-71). 

Pt erodes  senegallus,  Jerdon,  B.  1  iii,  p.  504  j  Hunity  S.  F.  i,  p.  221 
ii,  p.  331 ;  iv,  p.  4  ;  James^  S.  F.  iii,  p.  418 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  508 
V,  p.  222 ;  Hajfes  Lloyd,  Ibis,  1876,  p.  280 ;  Hume,  S.  F  v,  p.  60  , 
vii,  p.  161 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  801  bis ;  Hume  ^  Marsh,  Game  B.  i, 
p.  53,  pi. ;  ill,  pi.  3  (egg) ;  Tufnell,  S.  F  ix,  p.  200;  Surinhoe,  Ibis, 
1882,  p.  118;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  297  ;  Oates  in  Hume's  K  <J- 
£1  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  366. 
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Pterocles  guttatiis,  Licht,  Verz,  DoM.  p.  64  (18i>3)  ;  Bli/th,  IhiSy  1872, 

p.  89. 
Pteroclurus  senegallus,  OgUvie  Orant,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxii,  p.  14. 

Nundu  KatinffOf  GutUy  Sind. 

Coloration,  Male.  Crown,  back,  and  rump  isabelline  ;  forehead, 
supercilia  (with  narrow  band  below  eye),  and  nape,  forming  a  band 
surrounding  the  crown,  dull  pale  ashy ;  lores  whitish ;  scapulars, 
tertiariei,  median  and  greater  secondary -coverts  purplish  brown, 
buff  at  the  tips,  the  tips  of  the  longer  scapulars  ochreous  yellow  ; 
lesser  coverts,  primary-coverts,  and  primaries  bufF,  the  latter  brown 
towards  the  end,  all  except  the  first  two*or  three  with  oblique  pain 
tips ;  greater  coverts  dark,  except  on  the  edge ;  upper  tail-coverfs 
isabelline  washed  with  yellow  ;  middle  tail-feathers  the  same  with 
long  black  points,  the  other  tail-feathers  dark  brown  with  oblique 
white  tips ;  chin,  throat,  cheeks,  and  sides  of  neck  deep  ochreous 
yellow  ;  lower  parts  from  throat  buff,  greyish  on  the  upper  breast ; 
middle  of  abdomen  to  vent  blackish  brown. 

Female  buff,  the  upper  parts  and  upper  breast  spotted  with 
black,  the  spots  becoming  bands  on  the  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and 
middle  t-ail-fealhers ;  tertiaries  tinged  with  yellow  towards  the 
ends ;  wings,  outer  tail-feathers,  and  lower  parts  except  upper 
breast  as  in  male. 

Bill  bluish  grey  ;  irides  brown  *,  orbits  yellowish ;  feet  bluish 
white  (Hume), 

Length  of  male  about  14;  tail  5*75  ;  ving  7*75  ;  tarsus  *\)  ;  bill 
from  gape  '65.  Length  of  female  about  13 ;  tail  4*25 ;  wing 
7*75.  The  middle  tail-feathers  are  about  2  inches  longer  than  the 
others  in  males,  1  inch  or  less  in  females. 

Distribution,  Northern  Africa  to  south  of  the  Sahara  and  South- 
western Asia.  Common  in  Sind  west  of  the  Indu;*,  rare  to  the  east- 
ward, but  recorded  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Kunn  of  Cutch, 
including  Kattywar,  and  from  Jamboghora,  west  of  Ahmcdabad ; 
alno  from  Pokaran  between  Jeysulmere  and  Jodhpore,  and  from 
Shahpur  district  in  the  Punjab.  Mhow  is  given  as  a  locality 
in  the  British  Museum  Catalogue  for  a  specimen  received  from 
Col.  Swinhoe,  but  in  error ;  the  specimen  thus  marked  is  really 
from  Pirchoki,  below  the  Bolan  Pass. 

Uahits.  Similar  to  those  of  P.  ex-ustus,  GeneruUv  resident,  but 
not  known  to  breed  east  of  the  Indus ;  and  it  is  said  that  even  in 
Western  Sind  the  majority  are  cold- weather  visitors.  I  obtained  an 
egg,  fully  formed  and  measuring  \'o  by  1*03,  from  a  female  I  shot 
vest  of  Shikar  pur  on  March  20,  lb75. 

Genus  8TERHAPTES,  Illiger,  1811. 

The  present  genus  is  di:»tinguished  by  wanting  the  hallux  and 
by  having  very  short  broad  toes  feathered  above,  the  tarsus  is 
thickly  feathered  throughout,  the  middle  tail-feathers  are  long  and 
pointed,  and  the  wings  long. 

Only  two  species  are  known ;  both  inhabit  Central  Asia^  and  one 
just  comes  within  our  limits  in  Western  Tibet. 


i*.    i.    ri.-i.    1..    :;-.-     .v. »-.->■  /    -i..  :..    ■.■1.  -U.'-'.;  -c    -.  -. 
n,.   -H  u*;   £«.«.  J  .Vfr.-.i    ■„,«,  .'.    :    :    ,.    .    v.^-:-,  Ft^^... 


TdffTl'l'-""ii*li^'l*  ■    U^t^   til"   V  I 

K-d*  t..M;  w«r-  -  -.-  -..  !r 
Utt^^red  '.LI-  ---A'.  '1  •"  \-; 
sunrise  »uc  m  uum.  il  '.:^  ' 
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timr  distributioa  is  nonu&l,  the  jUxor  ptrforaat  di'jilomm  supply- 
ing the  three  Aiitanor  digits,  whQst  I  lie  firxor  loiujut  hallucu  pasties 
to  tbe  WIiu  or  posterior  digit  aloae  (atx  \o\.  I,  p.  3).  Tlie  anibifDa 
mnaclB  is  present,  as  kre  &lso  the  accessory  femoro-csudal,  tUo 
■emitendiDoeus,  the  accessory  Semite iidinosux,  and.  es(.-t>pt  iti  Pea- 
fovl  and  Turkeys,  the  femoro-cauda],  so  that  in  general  all  the 
thigh-muscles  are  developed  (see  Vol.  HI,  p.  viii).  Coca  of  the 
intestines  are  large.  Both  carotids  are  pretieut,  except  iu  Mtija- 
ptdiiu,  which  has  only  the  left  one. 

The  palate  is  schicogaathoua  ;  the  nasals  holorhinal.  True 
haaipterygioid  processes  are  wanting,  but  there  are  sessile  facets 
situated  far  forward  on  the  spbeuuidal  rostrum.  Cervical  ver- 
tebns  16.  The  sternum  has  two  deep  incisionx  in  Itie  |>ost(>riur 
border  on  each  side  of  the  keel;  the  inner  xiphoid  process  be- 
tween the  two  is  shorter  than  the  outer,  which  is  bent  over  tht* 
hinder  ribs  and  expanded  at  the  end.  The  episternal  proccs.i  of 
the  rostrum  is  completely  perforated  to  receive  the  inner  ends  of  the 
cnacoids. 


Fig.  13.— Tbe  itemuni  of  Lopkophanu  r'/u/grnt  (Ilmlej,  P.  Z-H.  IbOf.p,  2171; 
'  l„,.l,.*  '''•■*'""" 
iiidulD  li 


;  c.p.,  00«t«l  proce« ;  pl.u..  irii.'Uii 

r — ■-.  iulemal  lipboid  priH.'«i4:  La.,  I 

{or  kael),  sad  eudiog  behiod  iu  ma.,  ilie  luidillD  lipbuid  pruvc>*. 


All  members  of  the  order  nest  on  the  ground  Uhe  nidiiii-ntiou 
of  the  Meijapodiida  is  peculiar  J  and  lay  numerous  eggs.  Tb«  youti!,' 
are  hatched  covered  with  duwn,  usually  colounrd  with  a  puLleit., 
and  are  able  to  run  very  soon  after  leaving  the  egg. 

GaR'maara  generally  dietribured,  but  are  divided  Jnto  two  siiK- 
orders,  one  of  which  is  eisentially  northern,  tl.e  other  >oulli<-rii, 
being  almost  confined  to  the  Austrjlian  and  NcOlrnjiical  T•■l(^■-ltl-. 
(see  Huxley,  P.  2.  S.  1>1«5,  p.  liM-l).  The  form.-r  i*  wrll  i-ei,i.:- 
seoted  in  India;  uf  the  talkr  a  single  >ipi.-ci>:s  is  t-xiii'l  in  ihj 
Nicobar  Islands.     The  suborders  are  thus  (li':tiu^uJ^I><-'i  : — 

EsHux  laise^abuve  the  level  of  the  olli-ir  tw-  .     .U.mtoi..,!-.,!,!  ». 
Hallux  on  a  level  with  tbe  oth-r  to^n J'tuifti  i.ii'/i-y ;,).«. 
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Suborder  ALECTOSOPODES. 

m 

The  inner  posterior  notch  on  each  side  is  more  than  half  the 
length  of  the  sternum.  The  hallux  (hind  toe)  is  raised  above  the 
level  of  the  otiier  toes  and  is  short,  its  basal  phalanx  being  shorter 
than  that  of  the  third  or  middle  toe. 

In  Mr.  Grant's  British  Museum  Catalogue,  as  in  Prof.  Huxley's 
paper  already  quoted,  this  suborder  is  divided  into  two  families — 
the  Tetraomd(B  or  Grouse,  distinguished  by  having  the  nostrils 
and  tarsi  feathei*ed  and  the  toes  feathered  or  pectinate ;  and  the 
Pha$ianid(r,  with  those  parts  naked.  The  latter  are  well  repre- 
sented in  India,  the  Grouse  being  found  only  in  the  northern 
parts  of  both  hemispheres.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  differences 
between  the  two  groups  are  sufficient  to  justify  their  distinction 
as  families. 


Family  PHASIANID^. 

Nostrils  naked.  Tarsi  naked  (except  in  Lertvd),  and  often 
armed  with  spurs,  especially  in  males  ;  toes  naked,  not  pectinate. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  divide  the  Indion  members  of  this  family, 
for  although  Peafowl,  Pheasants,  Partridges,  and  Quails  are  easily 
distinguished,  there  are  intermediate  forms  that  are  difficult  to 
classify  in  distinct  subfamilies.  The  generic  distiuctious  are  largely 
founded  on  characters  peculiar  to  the  males. 

• 

Key  to  the  Genera. 

a.  First  primary  coneiderahly  shorter  than  10th 

(except  in  Pha*ianu%  in  which  the  wing  is 

always  much  shorter  than  the  tail) ;  sexes 

generally  very  different.     (Fha$ianin<f,) 

a'.  Upper  tail-coverts  in  males  exceed  tail  in 

length  :  an  erect  occipital  crest Pavo,  p.  08. 

//.  Upp4'r  tuil-coverts  shorter  than  tail, 
a".  Secoudai'ies    much  longer  than    pri- 

mnries Arousiakvs,  p.  71. 

V.  Sei'uudaries  not  exceeding  or  only  just 
exceeding  primaries. 
(I*.  An  elevated  fleshy  comb  on  head  of 

male Gallus,  p.  74. 

b^.  No  comb. 
<i\  Tail  longer  than  wing  in  both  sexes, 
much  longer  in  moles  and  much 
graduated. 
rt\  Tfiil-feathers  20-24,  with  round 

metallic  ocelli POLYPUCcTBrii,  p.  72. 
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b\  Xo  ocelli  on  tail ;  16  to  18  tail- 
feathers, 
a*.  No  occipital  crest ;  Ist  primary 

longer  than  10th Phasianus^  p.  80. 

6*.  An  occipital  crest;  Ist  primary 

shorter  than  10th    Cat&rus,  p.  82. 

b*.  Tail  graduated,  a  little  longer  than 
wing  in  males,  subeqnal  or  shorter 
in  females ;  16  tail-feathers. 

r'.  Sides  of  head  feathered Pucbasia,  p.  84, 

d^.  Sides  of  head  naked. 

c*.  Crest  an  erect  brush-like  tuft 
of  suhequal  feathers;  rump  of 

male  fiery  red IjOPHtjra,  p.  87. 

rf*.  Crest  long,  recumbent,  of  un- 
equal feathers ;  no  red    ....     GKNNiEUSy  p.  88. 
c^  Tail  rounded,  not  longer  than  wing  . 
in  either  sex. 
e'.  Size  large,  wing  9  in.  or  more ; 
18  tail-feathers. 
e^.  Bill  strong,  culmen  longer  than 

hind  toe  and  claw    Lophophorus,  p.  05. 

/*.  Culmen  shorter  than  hind  toe 

and  claw TBAaoPAN,p.  08. 

f^.  Wing  7  to  8*6  in. ;  breast  tinged 
with  apple-green  in  males;  14 

tail-feathers iTHAGEyES,  p.  103. 

y^.  Winer  less  than  7  in. ;  no  green 
on  breast ;  14  tail-feathers. 
<f.  Sexes  diflFerent ;  2  or  3  spurs 
on  each  tarsus  in  males  and 
sometimes  1  or  2  in  females .    Gallopkrdix,  p.  106. 

h^.  Sexes  alike,  no  spurs Bahdusicola,  p.  110. 

*'.  Wing   about  3*5  in.;   10   tail- 
feathers  Ophbysia,  p.  104. 

h.  First  primary  not  shorter  than  10th  (generally 
considerably  longer) ;  tail  shurterthan  wing; 
sexes,  as  a  rule,  though  not  always,  similar. 
(PerdidruB.) 
c.  Size  small :  wing  less  than  4  in.  [p.  112. 

c".  Tail-feathers  8 Excalfactoria, 

rf".  Tail-feathers  10  to  12. 
c*.  1st  primary  longer  than  4th,  and  often 

as  long  as  2nd Coturnix,  p.  114. 

<P.  1st  primary  between  7th  and  9th    . .     Pkrdicula,  p.  117. 

^.  1st  primary  equal  to  10th Micro perdix,  p.  120. 

iT.  Wing  exceeding  5  in. 
e'\  Tail-feathers  12  ;  wing  about  6-5  in. 

/*.  Upper  parts  green  ;  male  crested Rollulus,  p.  111. 

ff*.  Upper  parts  grey  or  isabelline;  no 

crest , Ammoperdix,  p.  133. 

/'.  Tail-feathers  14;  wing  65  to  76  in. 
k*.  Tarsus  naked, 
rf*.  Tail  less  than  half  length  of  wing, 
f ^.  Hind  toe  with  a  claw ;  no  spurs. 
i*.  A  supraorbital  chain  of  bones; 

no  white  axillary  tuft Arboricola,  p.  123. 

A^.  No  supraorbital  detached  bonee; .  [p.  129. 

a  white  axillary  tuft TttOPlcoPRRDii, 

*  ^ 
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Jc^,  Hind  claw  rudi men tary ;  tai'siof 

males  epuiTed \ Calopesdix,  p.  130. 

e*.  Tail  more  tnan  half  length  of  winp:. 
k'^.  Flanks    atrooglv    barred    with 

black Oaccabis,  p.  131. 

V,  Flanks  without  conspicuous  bars    Francolinus.  p.  134. 

t^.  Tarsus  half  clad  with  feathers Lerwa,  p.  145. 

ff".  Tail  of  1(3  to  18  feathers ;  wing  about 

6  in Pkrdix,  p.  142. 

hV.  Tail  with  20-22  feathers;  size  large; 

wing  10  to  12  in Tktraoo.allus,  p.  1-13. 

Genus  PAVO,  Linn.,  1766. 

Peafowl  are  distinguished  by  the  peculiar  erect  occipital  crest  of 
elongate  feathers  in  both  sexes.  The  tail  is  long,  wedge-shaped, 
and  composed  of  20  feathers,  but  it  is  far  surpassed  in  length  by 
the  train  of  the  main  birds,  which  consists  of  the  modified  upper 
tail-coverts.  Wings  rounded,  Ist  quill  much  shorter  than  10th. 
Tarsus  very  long,  and  in  males  armed  with  a  spur. 

This  genus  inhabits  India  and  the  Indo-Chinese  countries  with 
part  of  the  Malay  Archipelago,  and  contains  two  species,  both  found 
within  our  limits. 

Kef/  to  the  Species, 

a.  Crcst^feathers  fully  webbed  at  the  end  only  ....     P,  cristattts,  p.  08. 

b.  Crest-feathers  lanceolate,  webbed  throughout  . .     P.  muticua,  p.  70. 

1324.  Pave  cristatoa.     llie  Common  Peafowl. 

Pavo  cristatus,  Linn,  Syst.  Nat.  i,p.  267  (1760) ;  B/yth,  Crt/.p.230; 
Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  600 ;  Blyth^  Ibi$t  1867,  p.  161 ;  Slo^iczka, 
J.  A,  S.  B,  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  67;  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  249;  Blanf. 
J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxviii,  pt.  2,  p.  189 ;  Godw,-Aust.  J,  A.  S,  B,  xxxix, 
pt.  2,  p.  272  ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  6 ;  vii,  p.  177  ;  ix.p.  421 ;  BaU, 
8.  F.  vii,  p.  225;  Hutne  <$•  Marsh,  Oame  ^.  i,  p.  81 ;  Ilumej  Cat, 
no.  803 ;  iSV-tt/Zy,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  342 ;  Leype,  Birth  Cei/l,  p.  731 ; 
Vidaly  8.  F.  ix,  p.  76 ;  Barnes,  Birde  Bom.  p.  302 ;  JIume,  S.  F. 
si,  p.  300;  Gates  in  Hume*s  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  406;  Ogilvie 
Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  368. 

Mor,  Mnnjur,  H.  &c. ;  Tans,  P.;  Landuri  J,  Mahr. ;  Manja  S, 
Manir  $ ,  Unva  ;  Maly'a,  lihot, ;  Mong^yuntf^  Ix'pcha :  Moir,  Assam  ; 
Dodf,  Garo;  ilyl,  Tamul;  Nimili,  Tel. ;  Nowl,  Can. ;  Monara,  Cing. 

Coloration,  Male,  Crown  of  head  covered  with  short  curly 
feathers,  metallic  blue  changing  to  green ;  feathers  on  lores,  super- 
cilia,  chiu,  and  throat  similar  but  less  curly  and  dull  green ;  crest 
of  long  almoHt  naked  shafts  terminated  by  fan-shaped  tips  that  are 
bliok  at  the  base,  bluish  green  at  the  ends :  neck  all  round  nch 
blue  ;  back  covered  with  scale-like  bronze-green  feathers  with  black 
borders,  coppery  inner  areas,  and  green  shaft -stripes,  these  pass  on 
the  rump  into  the  bronze-green  of  the  train,  changing  in  the  middle 
in  certain  lights  into  coppery  bronze,  each  feather,  except  the  out<»r- 
most  at  each  side  and  the  longest  plumes,  ending  iu  an  ^^e>e" 
or  ocelluB,  consisting  of  a  puq)lish-black  heart  sbajicd  nucleus 
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9uiTomideJ  bj  blue  within  a  coppery  disk,  with  an  outer  rim  of 
altemating  green  and  bronse ;  scapulars  and  outer  surface  o£  wing, 
i Deluding  tertiaries,  mostly  barred  black  and  bufiF,  a  few  of  the  outer 
median  secondarr  coverts  black  glossed  with  green  and  purple: 
primaries  and  their  covert s  pale  chestnut,  secondaries  black :  tail 
<lark  brown :  breast  and  danks  dark  g)o<3y  green :  thighs  buff ; 
abdomen  and  downv  lower  tail-coverts  blackish  brown. 

PtmaltM  have  the  head  and  nape  rufous  brown,  tips  of  the  crest* 
feathers  chestnut  edged  w  ith  green :  lower  neck  metallic  CTeen : 
the  upper  surface  brown«  faintly  mottled  paler  in  parts  ;  quills  ard 
tail-feathers  dark  brown,  the  latter  with  whiti»h  tips;  breast  and 
abdomen  buff}'  white,  inner  portion  of  each  breast-feather  dark 
brown  glossed  with  green  ;  vent  and  downy  uuder  tail-coverts  dark 
brown. 

Young  males  resemble  the  females,  but  have  the  primaries  partly 
or  whollT  chestnut. 

Bill  brownish  homy :  naked  skin  of  face  whitish ;  i rides  dark 
brown ;  legs  and  feet  grvyish  brown. 

Length  of  male  in  full  plumage  64  to  7]  feet,  without  train 
4<j  to  46  inches ;  tail  20 :  wing  1 5^ :  tarsus  5-75 :  bill  from  eape  1*9. 
Females  measure  :  Ien<;tb  about  3S  :  tail  13;  wini;:  16  :  tarsus  o. 

DUtribHiion,  Throughout  India  proper  and  Ceylon  except  in  a 
few  localities,  such  as  parts  of  Lower  Bengal,  that  appear  too  damp 
or  otherwise  unsuited.  The  Common  Peafowl  abounds  at  the  base 
of  the  Himalayas,  ascending  the  hills  to  about  2i.nni  fef.t,  and 
locallj  somewhat  higher,  and  it  inhabits  the  whole  Assam  valley 
up  to  Sadiya,  but  no  Peafowl  is  found  in  Sylhet.  Cachar.  or  Manipur, 
and  P.  muiieus  replaces  the  prei^ent  species  farther  Si»uch.  To  th»f 
westward.  Peafowl  abound  in  Guzerat,  Cutch,and  Kajputana,  beirg 
protected  and  regarded  afi  a  sacred  bird :  but  they  have  probably 
been  introduced  in  many  places  and  certainly  in  Sind.  as  in  all  the 
conn  tries  named  thev  are  found  about  vilh^es  iu  a  semi-domesti- 
cated state.  In  Southern  India  the  Peafowl  ascends  the  bills  to 
an  elevation  of  at  least  d<>H>  fet^t,  but  in  Cevlon  it  is  essentiallv  a 
bird  of  the  low  dry  country  forming  the  northern  part  of  the 
island.  As  is  well  knovrn.  it  is  found  domesticateid  in  manv 
tropieal  and  temperate  countries. 

HahiU^  4'c.  Where  truly  wild.  Peafowl  are  generally  found  ia 
snail  parties  in  forv^s,  or  bushy,  brokt^n  ground  near  water. 
The?  are  often  met  with  in  cultivation,  esper-ially  wbertf.  as 
ia  the  case  in  many  parts  of  North-we?-tem  and  Wn^tem  Indii, 
they  are  protected  by  particular  casttrs  of  Hindus.  They  teed 
on  grain,  buds,  shoots  of  grains,  insects,  small  lizanU  and  *»nak^. 
The  call  of  the  Peacoi^k  is  a  luud  sonoroiis  err,  havini;  a  disUntrt 
resemblance  to  a  cat's  me^v  and  audible  at  a  great  distance.  P*.-a- 
fowl  roost  on  trees  and  thev  are  in  the  habit,  like  mo-t  Pheasants, 
of  returning  to  the  same  pen.-h  night  aft*rr  ni^rht.  'Ihe  males 
moult  their  Ions' trains  after  the  bree^iing-season,  with  the  other 
feathers,  about  September  in  Northern  India,  and  t\t*^  new  train 
M  not  fully  KTOwn  till  March  or  April.  In  the  Soith  of  Ir.dia  the 
change  of  plumage  and  breeding-season  are  several  months  later. 
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Peafowl  are  polygamous ;  several  males,  with  their  tails  and  traius 
raised  vertically  and  expanded,  may  be  seen  strutting  about  and 
''  showing  off  "  before  the  hens.  The  latter  lay  usually  6  or  7  eggs, 
for  the  most  part  in  the  rainy  season  from  June  to  September. 
The  nest  is  a  hollow  scratched  in  the  ground,  lined  with  a  few 
twigs  or  leaves  or  a  little  grass,  and  the  eggs  are  strong  and 
glossy,  closely  pitted,  whitish  to  reddish  buff  in  colour,  and  they 
measure  about  2*74  by  2-05, 

1325.  Pavo  mntloiia.     The  Burmese  or  Javan  Peafowl. 

Pavo  muticus,  Linn.  S^fst  Nat  i,  p.  268  (1766) ;  Bbjth,  Vat.  p.  2?^0 ; 

id.  Km,  1867,  p.  162;  Huuu  *  OaUs,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  165 ;  Bhjth  4- 

Wold.  Birds  Bnrm,  p.  147  ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  \  i,  pp.  42o,  620 ; 

Anders.  Yunnan  Exped,,  Area,  p.  668 ;  Hume  <$*  Marsh.  Game  B. 

i,  p.  03«  pi. ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  $ij3  biA ;  Fataon^  JS.  F,  ix,  p.  202  ; 

Oatesy  B.  B,  ii,  p.  312;  Ogilvie-Grant,  Cat.  B.  Af.  xxii,  p.  ;i71. 
Pavo  spicifer,  Shaw  ^  Nodd.  Nat.  Misc.  xvi,  pi.  641  (circa  1806). 
Pavo  JRvanicus,  Horn/.  Tr.  Linn.  Soc.  xiii,  p.  186  (1821). 

Doun,  Udoun,  Burm. ;  Marait,  Talain ;  Tusia,  Karen ;  Buurou^  marah, 
Malay. 

This  Peafowl  is  distinguished  from  the  preceding  by  the  crest, 
which  is  composed  of  lanceolate  feathers  webbed  throughout  and 
green  changing  to  blue  in  colour.  The  neck  in  both  sexes  is  covered 
^Ith  scale-like  feathers,  olive-bronze  in  colour,  with  purple  and 
green  centres  and  a  narrow  black  border.  In  the  mate  ot  F,  mutici*9 
all  the  outer  surface  of  the  wings  is  blackish  brown,  glossed  with 
green  and  purple,  without  bars;  the  primaries  are  lu tons  buff, 
paler  than  in  P.ci^tatve;  all  other  quills  and  the  tail-feathers 
blackish  brow  n.  The  train  is  more  tinged,  especially  in  the  middle, 
with  copper,  bronzy-violet  in  certain  lights  ;  the  thighs  are  coloured 
like  the  abdomen. 

The  female  has  the  head,  neck,  wing^,  and  lower  surface  like  the 
male,  but  the  back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries  are  dark  brown  with 
paler  mottled  cross-bars ;  the  upper  tail-coverts  are  as  long  as  the 
tail,  golden  green  with  palo  rufous  mottled  cross-bars;  there  are 
similar  cross-bars  on  the  blackish-brown  tail-feathers. 

Bill  and  legs  horny  brown ;  irides  brown  ;  facial  skin  blue  on 
the  upper,  yellow  on  the  lower  and  posterior  parts. 

Length  of  males  with  full-grown  train  6  to  7^  feet,  without 
train  about  45  inches;  t«il  22;  wing  18*5;  tarsus  6*25;  bill  from 
gape  2*25.     Female:  tail  16;  wing  17'5;  tarsus  5*5. 

Dietriimtion,  Chittagong  and  Arrakan,  and  thence  locally  and  by 
no  means  abundantly  throughout  Burma  to  2:)iam,  Cochiu  China, 
and  the  Malay  Pejiinsuls,  also  in  Java.  The  occurrence  of  this 
Peafowl  in  Sumatra  is  doubtful. 

Habits,  ^T.  Very  similar  to  those  of  P.  crietaius^  but,  probably 
owing  to  persecution,  this  species  is  a  very  shy  bird.  Little  is 
known  of  the  nidifioation,  except  that  near  Moulmein  the  breeding- 
season  is  in  the  monsoon,  whereas  in  Pegu  the  eggs  are  laid  about 
March. 
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Geuus  ABOUSIAKUS,  Bafinesque,  1815. 

The  true  Argus  Pheasants  are  large  birds  distinguished  by  the 
enormous  development  of  the  secondary  quills,  which  are  of  great 
breadth,  nearly  twice  as  long  as  the  primaries  in  males,  and 
decidedly  longer  than  the  primaries  in  females,  and  by  the  long 
median  tail-feathers  of  the  males,  more  than  twice  the  length  of 
the  next  pair.  There  are  12  feathers  in  the  tail,  which  is 
graduated ;  the  tarsus  is  long,  without  any  spur ;  and  the  sides 
of  the  face,  the  chin,  throat,  and  fore  parts  of  the  neck  are  naked. 
The  plumage  is  spotted  with  black,  brown,  buff,  and  white, 
forming  singularly  beautiful  patterns. 

Two  species  are  known — one  from  South  Tenasserim,  the  Malay 
Peninsula,  and  Sumatra,  the  other  from  Borneo ;  a  third  is  in- 
dicated by  some  feathers  of  unknown  origin.  An  allied  form, 
Jihdnardiius  ocellatiu,  is  found  in  Tonquin. 

1326.  Argnsianiu  argas.     The  Ar^us  Pheasant.   (Fig.  12,  p.  64.) 

Pha.«ianus  aigus,  ZwtJi.  Synt,  Nat.  i,  p.  272  (1760). 

Ai^us  giganteuB,  Temm.  Pig.  et  Gall,  ii,  p.  410  (1813),  ill,  p.  078; 

Blytk,  Cat.  p.  242  J  Hunie,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  481,  iii,  p.  324;  Bume  ^ 

Dao,  S.  F.  Ti,  p.  427 ;  Hume  <!(*  Marsh.  Game  B.  i,  p.  9ii,  pi. ; 

Hume,  Cat.  no.  803  ter;  SclaUr,  PZ.  S.  1870,  p.  115,  pi.  vii 

(chick),  viii,  tig.  1  (e^g). 
Argus  pavoninus,  Gray  in  Hardw.  III.  Ind.  2jOoI.  i,  pL  OG  $  (1830- 

32), 
Aigusianus  giganteus,  Bfyth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  148. 
Argusianus  argus,  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  313;  Ogilvie  Grants  Cat.  B.  M. 

xxii,  p.  363. 

Quou^  Borong  quou,  Kwang,  Malay ;  Kyek-wah^  Siamese  (Bankasoon). 

Coloration.  Malt.  Middle  of  crown  and  short  hairy  occipital 
crest  black ;  back  of  neck  speckled  grey ;  upper  back,  scapulars, 
and  wing-coverts  black  with  buft*  spots  and  streaks ;  lower  back 
and  rump  clear  buff  with  scattered  black  spots ;  quills  buff  or 
grey,  varying  in  tint,  and  variously  spotted  and  banded ;  a  band  of 
rufous,  minutely  speckled  with  white,  along  the  basal  portion 
of  the  inner  web  of  each  primary  near  the  shaft,  and  a  row  of 
peculiar  ocelli,  shaded  like  a  ball  in  a  socket  *,  along  the  shaft  on 
the  outer  web  of  each  secondary ;  inner  edges  of  most  secondaries 
unspotted  white ;  large  middle  tail-feathers  blackish,  shading  into 
slaty  grey  on  the  inner  web  and  into  chestnut  on  f  he  oute/,  tipped 
with  dirty  white  and  speckled  throughout  with  small  black- 
bordered  white  spots;  other  rectrices  the  same,  but  blackish 
nearly  throughout  and  much  spotted;  lower  parts  rufous  brown, 
with  narrow  unduUting  bars  of  black,  rufous,  and  buff. 

Female.  Crown  and  cres:- feathers  buff  with  bkck  edges,  the 


*  Darwin  (*  Descent  of  Man/  ii,  pp.  141-l.'il)  hai  ihoirn  that  there  ii 
on  the  ■ooondariee  of  tiiii  Pheaaant  a  complete  i^rjdatiofi  from  simple  tpoti  tu 
these  wonderful  ocelli. 
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crest  fuller  than  in  the  mnle;  lower  neck  all  round  chestnuf, 
passing  on  the  back  into  black  vermiculated  and  mottled  with 
chestnut  and  buff,  which  form  mottled  bars  on  the  lower  back, 
rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  ;  scapulars,  wing-coverts,  and  second- 
aries black,  more  coarselv  vermiculated  with  buff  than  the  back ; 
primaries  chestnut,  speckled  with  black ;  tail-feathers  black  with 
chestnut  vermicnlation ;  lower  parts  from  neck  chestnut,  speckled 
with  black,  paler  and  greyer  on  the  abdomen. 

Bill  and  claws  white  with  a  bluish  tiuge ;  irides  brown ;  facial 
kin  dull  blue ;  legs  and  feet  red,  bright  in  males,  paler  in  females 
(Davison), 

Length  of  male  about  6  feet ;  tail  50  inches ;  wing  (primaries) 
18,  to  end  of  secondaries  34;  tarsus  4*6;  bill  from  gape  IT. 
Len|n;th  of  female  29  ;  tail  13  ;  wing  12  ;  tarsus  3-6. 

Distribution,  The  Malay  Peninsula  and  Sumatra,  with  the  Laos 
Mountains  iu  Siam,  and  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  Tenas- 
serim,  around  Bankasoon,  Malewoon,  and  the  Upper  Pakchan. 

Habits,  Sfc,  Much  of  our  knowledge  of  this  remarkable  Pheasant 
in  the  wild  state  is  derived  from  Davison.  The  Argus  is  only 
found  in  evergreen  forests,  and  both  males  and  females  are  solitary. 
They  feed  on  fruit,  insects,  &c.,  and  both  sexes  have  loud  but 
different  calls,  repeated  ten  or  a  dozen  times,  that  may  be  heard 
at  a  great  distance.  Each  male  clears  a  level  open  spot  six  or 
eight  yards  square,  which  he  keeps  scrupulously  clean  from  dead 
leaves,  weeds,  &c.,  and  here  the  bird  remains  all  day,  only  roaming 
in  the  morning  and  evening  in  search  of  food,  and  roosting  at 
night  on  a  tree  close  by.  These  birds  do  not  pair,  and  are  said  to 
have  no  regular  breeding-season  ;  the  hen  lays,  it  is  said,  7  or  8 
eggs  in  a  rude  nest  on  the  ground-  The  eggs  laid  in  confinement 
are  of  a  rich  coffee-colour,  finely  punctured  throughout,  and 
measure  about  2'Q  by  I'O. 


Genus  POLTPLECIEUM,  Temm.,  1813. 

The  Peacock.  Pheasants  have  a  speckled  plumage,  and  in  typical 
forms  the  wiugs  and  tail  are  ornamented  with  glossy  purple  and 
green  ocelli,  especially  in  males.  The  sexes  differ.  The  tail  is  of 
moderate  length  and  much  rounded ;  it  contains  20  to  24  feathers, 
the  middle  pair  being  twice  as  long  as  the  outer  in  males,  and 
about  half  as  long  again  in  females.  The  sides  of  the  face  are 
nearly  or  quite  naked.  The  Ist  primary  is  much  the  shortest  of 
nil,  the  2nd  is  shorter  than  the  lOtb,  and  the  6th  generally  longest. 
The  tarsus  is  much  longer  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw,  and  there 
are  two,  sometimes  three,  spurs  on  each  leg  in  males. 

Six  species  are  known, rangingthrough  the  Indo-Chinese  countries 
and  the  Malay  Archipelago.  1^'one  occurs  west  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal, 
and  only  u  single  species  is  known  to  be  found  wild  within  the 
Indian  Em^nre. 
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1327.  Polyplectnun  dunqtlia.     The  Qreif  P^acofJc-Pluatanl. 

r»TO  chinquie,  MiiUer,  Nafuny^.  Suppl.  p.  121  (178.)). 
I'avo  tibetanus,  Gm.  Si/gl.  A'at.  i,  pt.  -2,  p.  731  (1788). 
I'olj-plectron  chinquis,  Temtn.  I-ig.  et   Ualt.  ii,  p.  a03;  BIt/th,  Cnt. 

p.i«;  BI^H  Wold,  liirdt  ntimu^Ai^;  Burnt  l^ IngtU,  S.  F. 

V,  p.  40;  Sdater,  P.  Z.  S.   1879,  p.  110,  pi.   viii,  Hg.  2  (ej[jr)  ; 

Salpadtri,  Ann.  Mas.  CVr.  Gen.  {£)  v,  p.  UlU;   Osi.eie  Grant,  Cut. 

B.  M.  xsii,  p.  3.14. 
rolvplectron  albocellatuni  (  Trmm.),  Cub.  Reg.  An.  iA.  2",  i,  p.  474 

(1»2U). 
I'olvplectroD   crclospilum,  Meloepiliim,  &  enicmpihim,  G.  R.  Gray, 

hat  Sp.  Bird!  B.  At..  Oaliina;  pp.  1*3,  24  (IfWr). 
I'otjplectron  thibetdnum,  Hume  l^  Dae.  S.  F.  vi,  pp.  432,  ■121 ;  Smne 

4-  Mank.  Game  B.  i,  p.  106,  pi. ;   Oatrs,  B.  B.  li,  p.  315. 
Polvplectrum  tiU'tAniini,   fiodw.-Amt.  J.  A.  S.  B.   xxiix,  pt.  2, 

p'.;;72;xlv,pt2,p.83;  ifum^  Cii/.  no.e03quftt.;  Bi«yhmn,S.F. 

IT,  p.  106 ;  Famm,  ibid.  p.  203 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  li,  p.  300 ;  Wuddell, 

Giaettetr,  Sikliim,  p.  229. 
Poljplectron  hetenaj,  OaUs.  Ibis,  1883,  p.  130,  pi.  v. 
lUuMtowitr,  Det/odahttk,  AssBm  i  Deo-durvy,  Dea-dirrik,  GAro  hills ; 
Ku/-mor,  ChittHgong;   Honii-kalah,  Arrakfiu   and   Pegu;    SAKe-dong, 


Fig.  14.— HeiidorP.<-iii-fi(r>,  cT.     J. 

Coloration.  3/ai^.  Coronal  feathers  lengtheDed.hoir-likfl,  "Whole 
plumage,'  except  the  chin  and  throat  which  are  white,  dull  greyish 
brown,  \rith  eniall  white  or  whitish  spots  that  unite  to  form 
broken  bars  on  the  neck  and  upper  breast ;  each  feather  of  the 
upper  back,  scapalara,  and  later  secondaries,  and  nearly  all  the 
wing-coverts,  tijiped  by  a  large  rounded  ocellus  of  glossy  violet 
changing  to  green,  with  a  border  of  black  and  a  broader  outer 
rim  of  greyish  white  ;  a  pair  of  similar  ocelli,  but  larger  and  oval 
and  green  changing  to  purple,  near  the  end  of  each  tail-feather 
and  of  each  of  the  longer  upper  tail-coverls. 

FtmaU.  Dull  dark  brown,  mottled  and  speckled  with  pale 
brown;  the  ocelli  of  the  male  represented  by  blackish-hrown 
spots  or  blotches,  with  a  slight  violet  or  green  gloss,  and  by  the 
tips  of  the  fenthers  being  thickly  speckled  with  white,  sometimea 
tinged  with  rufous  on  the  scapulars  and  tertiaries;  these  patches 
are   moet  glossy  on  the  secondaries   and  ou  some  of  the  tail- 
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feathers,  but  are  wanting  on  the  middle  rectrices,  on  aeveral  of  the 
outer  paira,  and  on  the  longer  tail-coverts  ;  chin  and  throat 
whitish. 

In  males  the  upper  mandible  and  tip  of  the  lower  are  black, 
rest  of  lower  mandible  and  facial  skin  pale  yellow ;  irides  whit«  ; 
legs  and  feet  blackish.  In  females  the  l^ill  is  brown,  paler  beneath ; 
facial  skin  pale  dingy  fleshy  yellow ;  irides  deep  grey ;  legs  plum- 
beous (Davison). 

Length  of  male  about  25 ;  tail  14  ;  wing  8*5 ;  tarsus  3 ;  bill  from 
gaj>e  1  y.    Length  of  female  19 ;  tail  9 ;  wing  7'5 ;  tarsus  2'7o. 

Distribution.  Hill-ranges  of  Assam,  extending  along  the  base  of 
the  Himalayas  west  to  Sikhim,  where  specimens  were  recently 
obtained  by  Dr.  Waddell ;  also  south  of  the  Assam  valley  and 
throughout  the  whole  of  Burma,  except  Pegu,  as  far  south  as 
Mergui  and  the  Laos  Mountains  in  8iam. 

Habits  J  ^c,  A  shy  bird,  inhabiting  dense  hill-forest,  and  but 
rarely  seen,  though  more  often  heard ;  it  has  a  harsh  call,  something 
like  a  bark  often  repeated,  and  generally  uttered  whenever  the 
bird  hears  the  report  of  a  gun.  The  breeding-season  is  about 
April  and  May,  but  very  little  is  known  of  the  nidification.  In 
captivity  these  birds  pair ;  the  hen  lays  always  two  eggs  and  has 
two  or  three  broods  in  the  year,  but  in  the  wild  state  the  number 
of  eggs  is  said  to  be  larger.  The  eggs  are  buff  in  colour,  and 
measure  about  2  by  1*45.  The  young  when  hatched  run  behind 
the  hen,  concealing  themselves  beneath  her  broad  tail. 

P.  bicalearatum^  L.,  distinguished  by  having  the  upper  parts 
pale  brown  spotted  with  black,  and  by  the  male  having  a  violet 
crest  and  only  one  ocellus  on  each  of  the  outer  tail-feathers, 
inhabits  the  Malay  Peninsula,  and  n>ay  perhaps  occur  in  8outheru 
Tenasserim,  but  its  existence  there  is  extremely  doubtful. 

Some  tail-feathers  of  a  Polijplecti'um,  found  in  a  Lushai  village, 
were  at  first  referred  by  Hume  (S.  F.  i,  p.  36)  to  a  new  species, 
P.  intertnediuSy  but  were  subsequently  regarded  by  him  (S.  F.  v, 
p.  118,  vii,  p.  42H  ;  Game  B.  i,  p.  Ill)  as  belonging  to  P.  {fennaini^ 
Elliot,  a  Cochin-Chinese  species.  The  small  pale  spots  on  these 
tail-feathers  are  less  closely  set  than  in  P,  chinquis,  and  are  pale 
buff  on  a  hair-brown  ground,  not  greyish  white  ou  a  grey-brown 
ground;  the  ocelli,  too,  are  more  elongate  and  emerald-ereen. 
It,  of  course,  remains  to  be  seen  whether  a  distinct  form  inhabits 
the  Lushai  country,  for  it  is  not  very  probable  that  these  tail« 
feathers  were  brouglit  from  a  great  di^itance. 

Oenus  OALLirS»  Brisson,  1 760. 

This  well-marked  genus  contains  the  Jungle-fowl,  the  typical 
species,  6^.  ferrugineusy  being  clearly  the  form  from  which  domestic 
tovvls  are  derived.  The  Jungle -fowl  are  closely  allied  to 
Pheasants,  and  exhibit  the  same  sexual  difference  of  plumage. 
The  males  have  a  fleshy  longitudinal  coronal  crest,  known  as  the 
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"comb,**  which  is  smdl  or  rudimentary  in  females;  and  males  of 
all  Indian  speciee  have  a  wattle  or  lappet  on  each  side  of  the  throat, 
whilst  the  sides  of  the  face  are  mainly  or  wholly  naked  in  both 
sexes.  The  tail  is  laterally  compressed  and  composed  of  14  or  16 
feathers  (14  in  all  Indian  species);  the  middle  pair  in  the  male 
are  about  twice  as  long  as  the  next  pair  and  nearly  four  times  as 
long  as  the  outer  rectrices ;  the  ends  of  these  long  middle  tail- 
feathers  diverge  and  droop  when  the  tail  is  raised.  The  feathers 
of  the  neck  and  of  the  sides  of  the  rump  form  long  hackles  in  the 
males.  The  1st  primary  is  considerably  shorter  than  the  10th. 
Tarsus  much  longer  than  the  middle  toe  aud  claw,  and  armed  in 
males  with  a  long  sharp  spur. 

Jungle-fowl  are  forest  birds,  found  singly  or  in  small  parties 
in  woods  or  bushy  tracts  or  high  grass,  and  especially  in  bamboo* 
jungle.  Though  essentially  polygamous  they  are  often  found  in 
pairs.  They  teed  on  grain  and  other  seeds,  fruit  and  insects, 
worms,  snails,  &c.  Pour  distinct  wild  species,  besides  some 
doubtful  forms,  are  known,  ranging  throughout  the  greater  pari 
of  the  Oriental  region ;  three  occur  within  British  limits. 

« 

Key  to  the  Species, 

A.  Comb  and  spurs  developed. 

a.  Neck-hackles  yellow  or  r»Ml,  without  spots. 

a'.  Breast  black G.  fermgineuB  <^ ,  p.  75. 

b\  Breast  reddish  orange    O.  tafayettii  <^ ,  p.  77. 

h.  Neck-hackles  blackish,  with  glossy  white 

and  yellow  spots G.  sonneraii  c?  >  p.  7'?. 

B.  No  spurs,  and  a  rudimeDtary  comb. 

a.  Breast  rufous,  with  narrow  pale  shaft- 

lines  G.  ftrmyinetts  J ,  p.  76. 

b.  Breast  mottled,  with  white  shaft-stripes.  G.  Uifayettii  $ ,  p.  78. 
c  Breast  black,  ^ith  broad  white  s bait- 
stripes   G.  tonnerati  J  ,  p.  79. 

1328.  Oalliu  ferrngineiu.    The  lUd  Junyle-fowL 

Phasianus  gallus,  Ltrni.  Syst.  NcU.  i,  p.  270  (176<3). 

Tetrao  femifrineus,  Gm,  Hyd,  Sat.  i,  2,  p.  701  (17t«^). 

Gallus  bankiva,  Temm.Pig.  etGaU.  ii.p.  87  (lbl3) ;  Gray  in  Hardw. 
llL  Ind.  ZooLi,  pi.  43,  tig.  3  $. 

Gallus  feiTugineus,  BIyth,  Cat,  p.  242 ;  Jerdan,  B,  I.  m,  p.  530 ;  Bh/th, 
Ibis,  1807,  p.  154;  Bianjurd,  J.  A,  S.  B.  xxxvi,  pt.  2,  p.  199; 
Beavattj  Ibis,  1808,  p.  'S6i  ;  Godtc-Aust,  J.  A.  JS.  B,  xxxix,  pt.  2, 
p.  272 ;  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  83 ;  Hume,  y.  ^  E.  p.  528  ;  BalJ,  6'.  /*.  ii, 
p.  426 ;  vii,  p.  225  ;  Blyth  ^  Wald,  Birds  Burm,  p.  148  ;  Hume 
4r  Marsh.  Game  B,  i,  p.  217,  pi. ;  Anders.  Yunnan  Eiped.,  AveSj 
p.  660;  Hume  ^  Due.  S.  F.  \%  pp.  442,  521  ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  812 ; 
ScuUy,  8.  F.  viii,  p.  ^48  ;  Gates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  322 ;  MarthaU,  Ibis, 
1884,  p.  423 ;  Hume,  H,  F.  xi,  p.  304 ;  Gates  in  Hutne's  S.  ^  K 
2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  417. 

Gallus  gallus,  Oyavie  Grant,  Cat  B,  M,  xxii,  p.  IU4. 

JanyeU'fmiryh  ^ ,  Jangii'muryiu  9  y  Ban  murghi,  IL ;  KmUar,  Kukra 
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Bankukar,  Bengali,  &c. ;  Ganja  (^ ,  Uriya ;  Tang-kUrig,  Lepcba ;  Nag^ 
Ue-ja^  Bhot. ;  Bir-gim,  Kol. }  Gera  gayor  ^ ,  Kuru  $ ,  Good. ;  Tau-kyetf 
Burm. 

Coloration,  Male.  Crown  and  long  hackles  at  back  and  sides 
of  neck  and  on  lower  throat  golden  brown  to  orange-red,  pale- 
fihafled,  passing  on  the  longer  neck-bnckles  into  straw-yellow, 
generally  with  lanceolate  dark  brown  shaft-stripes;  upper  back 
with  the  smaller  and  greater  secondary-coverts  black,  glossed  green 
or  purple ;  scapulars  and  median  coverts  glossy  chestnutrred ; 
quills  and  primary-coverts  blackish  brown,  with  metallic  gloss  on 
the  tertiahes ;  narrow  outer  edges  of  primaries  pale,  and  broad 
outer  borders  of  secondaries  and  tertiaries  dull  cinnamon ;  lower 
back  and  rump  very  dark  chestnut,  shading  into  golden  red  or 
orange  on  the  ends  of  the  long  lanceolate  feathers  at  the  sides  of 
the  rump;  long  upper  tail-coverts  and  tail  black  with  green  or 
purple  gloss ;  lower  parts  from  neck  brownish  black  with  little 
or  no  gloss. 

After  the  breeding-season,  about  June,  the  long  hackles  and 
tail-feathers  are  replaced  by  short  black  feathers,  but  are  resumed 
by  a  M^cond  moult  in  September. 

Female,  Crown  dull  rufous,  dark-shafted ;  forehead  and  super- 
cilia,  continued  as  a  bnnd  round  the  fore  neck,  bright  chestnut ; 
back  and  sides  of  neck  blackish,  the  feathers  edged  with  dirty 
yellow ;  upper  parts  finely  vermiculated  black  and  brown,  with 
narrow  yellowish-white  shaft-lines  ;  quills  and  tail  dark  brown, 
the  outer  webs  of  the  secomlaries  and  of  the  inner  tail-feathers, 
and  both  webs  of  the  median  rectrices,  finely  mottled  with  pale 
yellow  ;  lower  plumage  light  rufous  brown,  with  paler  shaft-stripes ; 
chin  and  throat  light  brownish  grey. 

Chicks  have  a  fawn-coloured  head,  wi(h  a  deep  rufous  black- 
edged  triangular  patch  on  the  nape,  pointed  in  front ;  a  black 
stripe  from  behind  each  eye ;  a  chestnut  back,  bordered  by  creamy 
and  black  stripes  ;  and  grey  wings,  spotted  with  white. 

Bill  dark  brown,  reddish  towards  the  base  in  males,  horny 
brown  in  females  ;  indes  light  red  to  orange-red ;  comb  and  wattles 
crimson  :  side^t  of  face  paler  red.  There  is  in  this  species  a  second 
pair  of  lappets,  one  beneath  each  ear,  white  or  pinky  white  in 
Indian,  red  like  the  comb  in  Burmese  and  Malayan  birds.  Legs 
and  feet  plumbeous  or  slaty. 

Length  of  male  about  2(3;  tail  II  to  13;  wingO;  tarsus  3; 
bill  from  gape  1*25.  liOngth  of  female  about  17;  tailO;  wing 
7*25;  tarsus  2*4 ;  bill  from  gape  1. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  Lower  Himalayas  from  Assam  to 
Kashmir,  alito  throughout  Bengal,  Orissa,  the  Northern  Circars, 
Assam,  and  the  countries  to  the  southward,  all  Burma  and  the  Malay 
Peninsula,  with  Sumatra,  Siam,  and  Cochin  China.  In  the  Penin- 
sula of  India,  south  of  the  Gangetic  plain,  the  limit  of  this  species, 
as  Capt.  Forsyth  showed,  is  approximately  the  same  as  that  of  the 
sal-tree  {Shorea  robusta),  the  Ked  Jungle-fowl  being  found  as  far 
west  as  Mandla,  Kaipur,  and  fiastar,  and  south  to  the  Godavari 
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nhowe  Bajahmundry.  An  isolated  wood  ol  sil-trees  in  the  Denwa 
Talley,  close  to  Pachmarhi,  is  inhabited  by  Gallus  ferrugineus, 
though  O.  mmnerati  occurs  all  around  and  for  150  miles  to  the 
eastward.  G,  ferrugineus  occurs  in  Java  and  in  many  of  the 
other  Malay  islands  besides  Sumatra,  but  it  has  probably  been 
introdooed.  No  Jungle-fowl  are  known  to  occur  on  the  Anda- 
mans  or  Nicobars,  but  some  wild  birds,  doubtless  descended  from 
tame  progenitors,  are  met  with  on  the  Great  and  Little  Cocos. 

The  Burmese  race  has  a  red  ear-lappet,  as  have  most  domestic 
birds ;  its  crow,  too,  is  more  like  that  ot'  tame  cocks,  and  it  is  said 
to  be  more  easily  domesticated  than  the  Indian  form  with  a  white 
ear-lappet. 

Hixbits,  4'C-  Though  essentially  a  forest  bird  this  Jungle-fowl  is 
often  found  feeding  in  cultivated  ground  near  foresit  in  the 
mornings  and  evenings.  It  ascends  the  Himalayas  and  breeds  up 
to  an  elevation  of  about  5000  feet,  keeping  much  to  the  vulleys. 
The  calls  of  both  sexes  resemble  those  of  tame  birds,  but  the 
cock's  crow  is  shorter,  especially  the  concluding  note.  The  cocks 
are  highly  pugnacious,  especially  in  the  breeding-season,  which 
lasts  from  the  end  of  March  to  Julv  in  the  Himalavas,  but  com- 
mences  rather  earlier  to  the  southward.  The  heus  lay  usually 
5  to  6  pale  buff  ^ggs,  sometimes  more  (9  and  even  11  have  been 
found  in  one  nest),  in  a  hollow  on  the  ground,  sometimes  well 
lined  with  grass  and  dead  leaves,  but  often  with  little  or  no  lining. 
The  egg^i  measure  about  1*78  by  1*36.  Jungle-fowl  afford  fair 
shooting  when  they  can  be  driven  by  men  or  elephants  and  made 
to  fly,  and  young  birds  in  the  cold  season  are  excellent  to  eat. 


1329.  Oallos  lafityettii.     The  Ceylon  JungU-fowl 

Gallus  lafay€ttii,  Lcm,  TraiU,  p.  491  (1831) ;  Humti,  X.  ^  E,  p.  630 ; 
id.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  429 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  812  bis ;  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game 
B.  i,  p.  241,  pi. ;  Lefff/e,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  736,  pis.  xxxi,  xxxii ;  Oale* 
in  Humee  N.  ^  E.  '2nd  ed.  ui,  p.  422 ;  OyUvie  GratU,  Cat,  B.  M. 
xxii,  p.  348. 

Gallus  stanleyi.  Gray  in  Hardw.  111.  Ind.  ZjoI.  i,  pi.  43,  fig.  2  $ 
(1830-;j2);  Blyth,  Cai.  p.  243;  Layard.  A.M.N.K.  (2)  xiv, 
p.  62.;  Blyih,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  007 ;  Holdsworth,  P.  Z.  S,  1872, 
p.  468. 

Weli'kukula  d  i  Wdi-kikiU  $ ,  Cing. ;  Kdda  Kali,  Tam. 

Coloration.  Male.  Hackles  of  neck  and  all  small  wing-coverts 
deep  straw  to  golden  yellow,  dark-shafted,  passing  into  dull 
brownish  red  on  the  crown  and  into  bright  ferruginous  red  on  the 
bock,  scapulars,  elongate  median  wing-coverts,  and  long  feathers 
at  the  sides  of  the  rump,  all  with  blackish  shaft-stripes ;  lower 
back,  middle  of  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  glossy  violet,  the 
two  former  with  chestnut  edges  to  the  feathers ;  greater  wiuj^- 
coverts  black,  part  of  the  outer  webs  chestnut ;  primaries  dark 
brown ;  secondaries  black,  slightly  glossed  with  purple ;  tail-feathers 
black,  the  middle  pair  and  outer  webs  of  the  next  three  or  four 
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richly  glossed  with  purple ;  fore  neck  glossj  violet ;  breast  ferru- 
gipous  red  with  duskj  shait-stripes,  passing  on  the  abdomen  into 
dark  brown. 

FemaJt.  Crown  dark  brown,  rufescent  anteriorly ;  feathers  of 
i^eek  mottled  dark  brown  and  bu£E  and  bordered  with  light  brown ; 
back  and  wing-coverts  finely  mottled  dark  brown  and  buff,  with 
narrow  whitish  shaft-stripes ;  rump  and  tAil  the  same,  but  more 
rufous  and  without  the  pale  shafts ;  primaries  dark  brown,  with 
pale  spots  on  the  outer  webs ;  secondaries  and  greater  coverts 
bUck,  with  mottled  buff  cross-bars,  especially  on  the  outer  webs ; 
upper  breast  mottled  black  and  brown,  with  broad  buff  shaft- 
stripes  that  become  broader  on  the  lower  breast,  which,  with  the 
abdomen,  is  chiefly  white  with  black  or  dark  brown  edges  and 
submarginol  bands,  disappearing  towards  the  vent;  under  tail- 
covert*  like  tail. 

Young  males  resemble  females  except  that  the  upper  parts  are 
more  rufous  and  the  lower  parts  without  any  white. 

In  males  the  bill  is  brownish  red,  lower  mandible  paler ;  iris 
light  golden  yellow  ;  comb  bright  red,  with  a  large  interior  yellow 
])atch ;  face,  throat,  and  wattles  livid  or  purplish  red ;  legs  and 
feet  wax-yellow,  brownish  anteriorly.  Females  have  the  upper 
mandible  dark  brown,  the  lower  yellowish ;  iris  yellowish  olive ; 
tarsi  and  feet  brownish  in  front,  yellow  behind  {Legge). 

Length  of  males  with  fully-grown  tails  26  to  28 ;  tail  13  to  15  ; 
wing  9*5;  tarsus  3;  bill  from  gape  1*3.  Length  of  females  14; 
tail  5;  wing  7*5;  tarsus  2*5;  bill  from  gape  1*1. 

Distribution.  Throughout  Ceylon,  more  common  in  the  dry 
jungles  of  the  Xorth  and  in  the  hills  of  the  Southern  Province. 

HabiU^  ^r.  Very  similar  to  those  of  0,  ferrugiiuus.  The  crow 
of  the  cocic  is  different,  being  commonly  represented  by  "  George 
Joyce  "  with  a  low  preliminary  cluck.  Either  the  breeding-season 
in  various  parts  of  Ceylon  varies  greatly  or  these  birds  breed  at  all 
seasons.  The  eggs  vary  in  number  from  two  to  four  according  to 
Legge,  six  to  twelve  teste  Layard,and  much  resemble  those  of  other 
species  of  Jungle-fowl. 

1330.  OaUns  sonnerati.     Th€  Grey  Jungle-fowl, 

Gallus  Ronnerati,  Tcmm,  Pig.  H  Gall,  ii,  p.  246  (1813) ;  iii,  p.  650 ; 
id.  PI.  Col.  DOS.  2;rJ,  *JHli ;  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  243 ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii, 
p.  689 ;  Jilanfurd,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxvi,  pt.  2,  p.  109;  Hume,  N.  ^  E. 
p.  631  ;  Bttthr,  JS.  F.  iv,  p.  6;  v,  d.  222 ;  ix.  p.  421 ;  Hume  4* 
Bourd.  S.  F.  iv,  p.  404 ;  Hume  <$•  marsh.  Game  ^.  i,  p.  231,  pi. ; 
Hume,  Cat.  no.  818 ;  Vidal,  -S.  P\  ix,  p.  76;  Butler^  ibid.  pp.  206, 
421  ;  Davidson y  S.  F.  x,  p.  316;  Davison,  ibid.  p.  409;  BarnrSf 
Birds  Bom.  p.  3()4  ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  420; 
Ogilvie  Grant ^  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  360. 

Jawfli'murahi,  H. ;  Komri,  Mt.  Abu  ;  Pardah  Komri,  GoDdhi,  Cb&nda; 
Ran-kombadt,  Mnbr. ;  Kattu  kozhi  or  holi^  Tarn. ;  Adavihtnie,  TeL ; 
Kali,  Kad'koli,  Can. 

Coloration.    Male,  Crown  and  neck-hackles  blackish,  the  feathers 
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with  white  shafts,  a  white  spot  near  the  end,  and  a  glossy  brownish- 
yellow  spot  at  the  lip,  both  resembling  sealing-wax,  and  formed 
bv  the  webs  of  the  feathers  being  soldered  together ;  back,  rump, 
and  lesser  lE^nng-ooverts  black,  the  feathers  with  white  shiidPts  and 
grey  edges,  the  long  feathers  at  the  side  of  the  rump  and  some  of 
the  upper  tail-coverts  with  yellowish  wax-like  spots  along  the  shafts 
and  with  ferruginous  edges ;  scapulars  and  median  wing-coverts 
black,  with  white  shaft-stripes,  which  expand  into  long,  lanceolate, 
bniwnish- orange,  wax-like  spots,  fringed  at  the  end  with  chestnut ; 
greater  coverts  black,  with  white  shafts ;  primaries  dark  brown, 
with  pale  shafts  and  outer  borders ;  secondaries  black,  slightly 
glossed ;  upper  and  lower  tail-coverts  and  tail  black,  the  shorter 
upper  coverts  glossed  with  purple-bronze,  the  longer  with  purple, 
and  the  median  rectrices  and  outer  edges  of  the  others  with  bluish 
green  ;  lower  parts  blackish  grey,  the  feathers  with  broad  white 
shaft-stripes  and  pale  grey  edges,  passing  into  uniform  brownish 
grey  on  the  lower  abdomen,  the  flanks  tinged  with  ferruginous 
red.  The  neck-hackles  are  replaced  by  black  feathers,  and  the 
long  rectrices  by  shorter  plumes  after  the  breeding-season,  as  in 
G,  ferrugineus. 

Female,  Crown  and  neck  speckled  brown,  with  pale  shafts  and 
borders  to  the  feathers ;  upper  parts  finely  mottled  with  blackish 
brown  and  buff,  the  upper  back  and  wing-coverts  with  fine  whitish 
shaft-lines ;  quills  and  tail-feathers  dark  brown,  mottled  on  the 
exposed  portions  of  the  secondaries  and  rectrices  ;  chin  and  throat 
whitish ;  breast  and  abdomen  white,  the  feathers  with  black  borders, 
broad  on  the  upper  breast,  gradually  disappearing  on  the  abdomen. 

Bill  yellowish  homy ;  comb,  face,  and  wattles  red ;  irides  orange- 
bro\ni ;  legs  and  feet  horny  yellowish  (Jerdon),  Irides  in  male 
orange-red  to  wax-yellow  (Davison). 

Length  of  males  24  to  32  ;  tail  12  to  18  ;  wing  9*5 ;  tarsus  3  ; 
bill  from  gape.  1*3.  Length  of  female  18;  tail  6;  wing  8; 
tarsus  2*4. 

Distribution,  Throughout  Southern  and  Western  India  in  hilly 
and  jungly  ground.  This  Jungle-fowl  is  found  near  the  eastern 
cosst  cs  far  north  as  the  Godavari,  and  in  the  Central  Provinces 
its  limit  is  some  distance  east  of  Sironcha,  Chanda,  and  Seoni. 
It  is  found  throughout  the  Nerbudda  valley  west  of  Jubbul- 
pore,  and  in  parts  of  Central  India  and  Bajputana,  as  far  as  the 
Aravalis  and  Mount  Abu,  but  no  farther  to  the  northward  or 
westward.  It  is  met  with  near  Baroda,  but  has  not  been  observed 
in  Kattywar.  It  is  common  throughout  the  Western  Ghats  and 
Hatpuras,  and  it  is  found,  though  not  abundantly,  on  the  tops  of 
the  Nilgiri  and  Puluey  hills. 

Habits,  4'c.  Except  that  the  present  is  a  more  shy  and  wary  bird, 
a  characteristic  probably  due  to  greater  persecution,  there  is  but 
little  difference  between  the  habits  of  the  Bed  and  Grey  Jungle- 
fowL  The  crow  of  G.  sonnerati,  however,  is  quite  distinct.  It  is 
difficult  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  sound  ;  Davison  represents  it  as 
resembling   '*  huck'haya-kya'lcuck^'*   followed    by   a   low   double- 
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syllable,  like  **  Jcytd^n^  hyukan*^  repeated  slowly  and  very  softly, 
so  as  only  to  be  heard  at  a  short  distance.  The  time  of  breeding 
varies:  March  and  April  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Nilgiris, 
October  to  December  on  the  western,  but  generally  from  March 
to  July.  Prom  seven  to  thirteen  bu£E  eggs,  measuring  about  1*84 
by  1*3S,  are  laid  on  the  ground,  with  a  few  dry  leaves,  as  a  rule, 
beneath  them. 

Genus  PHASIANITS,  Linn.,  1766. 

In  the  true  Pheasants  the  tail  is  long  in  the  males  and  greatly- 
graduated,  shorter  in  the  females,  but  still  longer  than  the  wing, 
and  composed  in  both  sexes  of  16  or  18  feathers.  There  is  no 
crest,  but  there  are  small  ^*  ear-tufts  **  in  the  male,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  occiput.  The  area  round  the  eye  is  naked.  Wing  well 
rounded ;  first  primary  about  equal  to  the  8th  and  longer  than  the 
10th. 

Sexes  very  dissimilar ;  a  spur  on  each  tarsus  in  the  male. 

This  genus  contains  20  species  and  ranges  throughout  temperate 
Asia  from  Eastern  Europe  to  Japan.  It  is  not  represented  in  the 
Himalayas,  but  two  species  are  found  in  Manipur  and  Burma. 

Key  to  the  Speciet. 

a.  16  tail-feathers;    cross-bars  on  middle  rectrices 

bbout  an  inch  apart  in  female,  much  more  in  male.     P.  humia^  p.  80. 

b.  18  tail-feathers;  black  cro8;$-bar8  on  middle  rec- 

trices much  less  than  an  inch  apart  in  both  sexes.    P,  eleyana,  p.  81. 

1331.  PhasianUB  hTUnia.     Mr$.  Hume's  Pheasant. 

Callophasis  humis,  Hume^  S,  F,  ix,  p.  461  (1881) ;  xi,  p.  .'i02. 
Pbasianus  humitp,  Godwin' Austen^  P.  Z.  S.  1882,  p.   716,  pi.  li; 

W.  Sclatev,  Ibis,  lo9l,  p.  162;  OyUoie  Grant,  Vat.  B.M,  xxii, 

p.  335  ;  Oates,  Jour,  Bom.  N.  If.  Soc.  x,  p.  112. 

Loe-nin'koif  Manipur. 

Coloration.  Male.  Crown  brown,  tinged  with  olive  and  with 
traces  of  green  metallic  gloss  ;  chin  dark  brown  ;  neck  all  round, 
upper  back,  and  upper  breast  black,  the  feathers  near  their  edges 
glossed  with  steely  blue,  the  velvety-black  centres  only  showing 
slightly  ;  smaller  wing-coverts  and  interscapulars  copper-coloured, 
shot  with  glowing  fiery  red ;  a  broad  band  of  white  feathers  with 
black  tips  and  bases  across  each  wing  and  the  scapulars ;  parallel 
to  this  IS  a  black  band,  glossed  with  bronze-green,  formed  by  the 
tips  of  the  chestnut  median  coverts ;  greater  coverts  chestnut, 
tipped  with  white,  forming  a  second  white  band ;  quills  dark  brown, 
edged  outside  with  chestnut,  which  grows  broader  on  the  second- 
aries and  tertiaries,  each  of  which  has  a  subterminal  black  bar 
and  white  or  buff  tip ;  lower  back  and  rump  black  with  metallic 
purplish  gloss,  each  feather  fringed  with  white;  upper  tail- 
coverts  and  tail  grey,  the  latter  with  bars,  rather  far  apart,  of 
black  more  or  less  mixed   with  chestnut^   the  outer   feathers. 
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beginning  with  about  the  third  pair  from  the  middle,  having  a 
subterminal  black  band  that  grows  broader  on  each  pair,  until  on 
the  outermost  pair  it  nearly  covers  the  feathers ;  lower  parts  from 
middle  of  breast  to  vent  chestnut,  some  breast-feathers  with  a 
black  crescentic  snbtorminal  spot  and  both  breasts  and  flank- 
feathers  fringed  with  fiery  red  in  some  lights;  vent  and  lower 
tail-coverts  black  with  a  greenish  gloss. 

Female,  General  colour  greyish  brown,  blotched  with  black  and 
mottled  with  pale  sandy;  crown  rufous,  uith  dark  brown  centres 
to  the  feathers  ;  hind  neck  and  upper  back  blotched  with  black, 
the  feathers  with  irregular  arrowhead-shaped  white  shaft-spots ; 
lower  back  and  rump  speckled  and  mixed  with  black  and  pale 
rufous  ;  inner  scapulars  mostly  black,  and  some  large  black  blotches 
on  the  wing-coverts,  some  of  which  have  pale  shafts,  and  the 
median  and  greater  coverts  whitish  tips ;  primaries  blackish  brown 
slightly  speckled  rufous,  with  white  spots  on  the  outer  webs  and 
niottl^  tips :  secondaries  black,  mottled  and  banded  with  brown 
and  tipped  with  rufous  ;  middle  tail-feathers  brown,  speckled  black, 
with  black  and  whitish  cross-bands ;  outer  tail-feathers  chestnut, 
with  imperfect  black  bars,  each  with  a  subterminal  black  band  and 
white  tip ;  lower  parts  pale  brownish  rufous,  with  whitish  bars 
and  edges  to  feathers  of  the  breast,  upper  abdomen,  and  flanks  ; 
lower  abdomen  whity  brown ;  uuder  tail-coverts  black,  white,  and 
chestnut  mixed. 

Kectrices  16.  Bill  of  male  greenish  horny  ;  naked  sidrs  of  face 
intense  crimson  ;  irides  orange  ;  legs  and  feet  palq  drab  {Hume), 

Length  of  a  male  33 ;  tail  20*5 ;  wing  8*7 ;  tarsus  2  75  ;  bill 
from  gape  13.     Females  smaller :  wing  8*25 ;  tail  7  :  tarsus  2'3. 

Digtrihution.  Hill-forests  of  Manipur,  both  north  and  south  of 
the  valley,  and  a  considerable  area  in  Upper  Burma,  specimens 
having  been  obtained  by  Gates  near  the  Ruby  Mine 4  east  of 
the  Irrawaddy,  and  the  occurrence  of  the  Hjjecies  ascertained  at 
Tonnggvi  in  the  southern  Shan  States.  Only  a  very  few  skins  of 
this  species  have  hitherto  been  cullected- 

1332.  PliasiailllS  el^^ans.     Stone's  Pheamnt. 

PhAsianns  ele^an?,  Ellv4,  A.  M.  A'.  H.  (4)  vi.  p.  'M-1  (l^TO) ;  id. 

Man.  Fha$.  ii,  pL  h ;  Oytlrie  Orani,  Cat.  B.  M.  %x\\,  p.  :vi'.K 
Phasianus  riadeni,  Andm<m,  IMiof,  I',  X,  H.  I'<70,  pp,  404,  40'< 

{deacr.   nulla »;    AnderM/n,    F.  Z.  H.   1>»71,  p.  '1\\\    id,    Yunrum 

Erped,,  Ace*,  p.  ^;71,  pL  iii. 

CoUyratioH,  Male.  Crow  nan*!  nape  bronz/f-i^Pr^-n  ;  n'WfJttfU'r  of 
head,  neckband  breast  dark  gre*fn.  \fa.'^->inif  ntor*i  or  I***  ^nto  hiu^r 
at  the  sides  of  the  neck;  upp^r  l/ar-n  and  iux,*'.rru*0X  Wiuif-^'mt-rin 
chestnut,  with  wide  palfrr  U^i  *K-ap'jian»  tMr  i»arn*',  i*.fb  \,Uir:4, 
buff-mottled  centres  ;  the  opp^r  f^^tt.er*  of  fU;  marit)-'  ri/>P/:K^/J  nt 
the  end ;  lower  bsurk  and  TM:i.\r'i*iaXu*rr%  (lAtK  ur*:*'U,  hrtAt/uy  t'A'/*'A 
with  greemsth  enrj-r  tLfrir  c^fifrniii  bia/^rk  tiii^i  a  fof^f^tttn*'  >,.,ff 
band;  upper tail-<!»V'-rt*  ^r^t/t^h  t^^rvr,  Ut^  fr^**^UifM  af  *a/b  ntfU^. 
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rusty  red;  wing-coverts  greenish  grey,  pale-shafted ;  inner  greater 
coverts  briadiv  edged  outside  with  purphsh  chestnut;  quills 
brown,  with  a  few  |>aie  markings,  the  innermost  with  black  centres 
and  chestnut  edges ;  tail-feathers  rufous  brown,  middle  pair  gene- 
rally greyer  \i  itb  purplish-red  edges,  all  with  broadish  black  cross- 
bars not  far  apart ;  sides  of  breast  chestnut,  with  black  tips ; 
abdomen  dark  brown  in  the  middle,  green  at  the  sides;  lower 
flanks  dark  chestnut. 

Female.  Upper  plumage  mostly  black,  edged  with  whity  brown  ; 
feathers  of  the  hind  neck  and  upper  uei*k  with  rufous  centres  and 
pale  shafts,  those  of  the  rump  with  bufi*  cross-bars  and  broad  light 
greyish-brou^  edges ;  quills  dark  brown,  with  pale  cross-bands ; 
tail  with  undulatiug  narrow  black  and  light  grevish-brown  cross- 
bars, that  are  broader  on  the  middle  pair  of  rectrices,  and  traversed 
by  ill-deiined  narrow  whitish  bands ;  chin  and  throat  whitish,  rest 
of  lower  ))arts  whity  brown,  the  feathers  banded  and  speckled  with 
blackish. 

Ijegs  and  feet  of  a  male  lead-colour,  incHning  to  flesh-colour ; 
naked  skin  around  eye  scarlet  {Elliot). 

Kectrices  18.  Length  of  a  male  27*5;  tail  10;  wing  9; 
tarsus  2*4 ;  bill  from  ga^ie  1*25.  Length  of  a  female  21 ;  tail  9*5 : 
wing  S ;  tarsus  2-3. 

Distribution.  Hzechuen  in  China.  This  Pheasant  was  obtained 
also  by  Anderson  in  Yunnan,  and  by  Oates  from  the  Shan  Sates 
of  Burma,  where  a  specimen  was  shot  by  Lieut.  H.  B.  Wallis. 

Oenus  CATREUS,  Cabanis,  1851. 

The  Cheer  Pheasant  was  formerly  referred  to  PhoHanuMf  but 
appears  to  deserve  bcparation  on  account  of  being  crested,  and  of 
its  very  different  plumage.  There  is  a  simple  occipital  crest  of 
ccmsiderable  length  in  the  male,  shorter  in  the  female.  The  tail, 
of  18  feathers,  is  in  the  male  twice  as  long  as  the  wing,  and  but 
little  less  in  the  female,  the  middle  feathers  four  or  five  times  as 
long  as  the  outer  pair.  A  large  area  on  each  side  of  the  head  is 
naked.  The  wing  is  rounded,  and  the  male  is  armed  with  a  strong 
spur  on  each  tarsus. 

A  single  siiecies. 

la:^.  Catrena  wallichL     The  Cheer  Pheasant, 

Phaoiaiius  wallichii,  Hariitctcke,  Tr,  Linn.  Sac.  xv,  p.  160  (1827); 

Bif/th,  Oil,  p.  •245;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  527;  Stolivzka^  J.  A,  8.  /i. 

XXX vii.  pt  2,  p.  (38 ;  Hume^  N.  *  £.  p.  524 ;  JIume  ^  Marsh. 

Game  B.  i,  p.  lOO,  pi  ;   Hume,  Cat.  no.  80$) ;   iStW/y.  iS.  F.  viii, 

p.  84>;    C.  IL  T.  MarshaU,  Ibis,  ltt84,  p.  423;  Oates  tn  Hume 4 

.V.  *^.  2uded.  iii,p.  412. 
PhajtiiiDUd  etaceii,  Goulds  Cent.  pi.  68. 
OHlreuH    wttllichii,  Adams,  P.  Z,  S.   lHr)8,  p.  409;    Mitchell,  ibid. 

p.  545,  plH.  147  (young),  149,%  4  (egjr ) ;  Ogilvie  Grant,  Cut. 

B.  M,  xxii,  p.  317. 

Chihir,  Chir,  Nepal.  Kumaun,  Qarh^il,  &c. ;  Bunchil,  Herril,  hills 
north  ui  Mussooree  j  Chdman,  Kul  i,  Chamba. 


Oaioratiim.     Mule.  CrDwn  aud  crest  brown,  each  Feather  edged 
and  tipped  paler ;  aides  of  head,  where  feathered,  includiog  the 


Fig.  l3.-Heidt.fC.i™a«*i,  (f.    i 

nr-covertg,  brown,  slightly  more  rufous ;  neck  all  round,  except 
tuhind,  chin,  and  throat  sullied  white;  bitck  of  neck  aod  upper 
back  black,  the  feathers  barred  and  tipped  with  white;  wiiig- 
corerts  pale-shafted  and  burred  biifly  white  and  black,  the  colours 
broken  up  and  mottled  on  the  greater  ooverls  and  itcapubrs  ;  lowt-r 
back,  ruLDp,  and  upper  tail-coierts  dull  rul'ous,  eaeb  feather  with 
a  subti^rminai  black  band,  glossed  with  green  ;  quills  dark  brcwu, 
irregularly  edged  and  speckled  with  buff;  tail-feathers  with  alter- 
nating subequal  broad  cross-bars  of  white  or  buff  and  black  mottled 
with  grey,  and  replaced  in  parts  by  chestnut  on  the  inner  webs  of 
the  outer  fearlieis,  generally  a  narrow  detached  black  stripe  in 
front  of  each  black  bar,  the  white  or  buff  bars  ofteii  speckled  with 
black;  breast  and  llanks  buff  or  buffy  white,  the  feathers  barred 
with  black;  middle  of  abdonien  blackish,  lower  abdomen  grey 
tinged  with  rufous  on  lower  danks  and  under  tail -coverts.^ 

Female.  Fratherti  of  crown  and  creot  dark  brown,  with  buff 
ed^s  ;  snpercilia  and  sides  of  heud  brown,  with  broader  whitish 
edges  to  the  feathers  ;  chin  and  throat  uhite  ;  neck  all  round  and 
upper  breast  black,  with  broad  whitish  edges;  feathers  of  the 
upper  tack  barred  black  and  chestnut,  with  whitish  shaft- stripes 
and  tips;  wing-coverts  uiized  black  and  buff,  white-shafted,  and 
with  whitish  edges;  scapulars  and  greater  coverts  with  whitish 
ends ;  quills  black,  barred  with  huff  on  the  outer  webs  and  with 
rufous  on  the  inner  ;  lower  back  and  rump  greyish  brown,  mixed 
with  black  and  buff ;  tail  brown,  mottled  and  blotched  with 
bW-k,  and  with  rather  narrow,  irregular,  more  or  less  black-ed!;ed 
whitish  tross-barfi ;  lower  breast  rulous,  the  feathers  pale-edged; 
abdomen  and  lower  tail-coverta  isabelline,  more  or  le<8  with  black 
crescentic  subteraiinal  bars,  especially  on  the  lower  flauks  and 
tail-coverts. 

Bill  pale  homy ;  nude  sides  of  head  bright  red ;  irides  yellowish 
bazcl;  legs  and  feet  brown  (Jerdon). 

Length  of  males  34  to  40  (son-e  are  said  to  reach  4G) ;  tail  •2y^ 
to  23;  wing  lU;  tarfus  '2-\i;  bill  from  gape  1-4.  Length  of 
females  24  to  29-5 ;  tail  about  145 ;  wingU;  tarsus  20. 

Ditirihution.  From  the  neighbourhood  of  Khatmandu  in  Nepal 
to  Chamba,  at  elevations  of  from  4UUU  or  5DO0  to  1U,0U0  fci-t  in 
the  outer  Himalayas,  not  in  the  drier  upper  lalleys. 

u2 
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HabitSy  Sfc.  The  Cheer  is  found  chiefly  at  elevations  of  about 
GOOO  to  7000  feet  on  precipitous  wooded  hill-sides,  but  is 
capriciously  and  locally  distributed.  It  generally,  except  in  the 
breeding-season,  associates  in  small  partie«,  and  its  presence  is 
usually  betrayed  by  the  loud  crowiug  of  both  sexes  morning  and 
evening,  and  sometimes  during  tlie  day.  The  crow  is  loud  and 
peculiar,  and  is  said  by  **  Mountaineer"  (Mr.  F.  "Wilson),  in  whose 
admirable  accounts  the  habits  of  this  and  several  other  Himalayan 
Pheasants  are  fully  described,  to  sound  like  chir-a-pir^  chir-a-pir^ 
chir,  chir,  chirwa,  chirwa^  but  much  varied.  This  Pheasant  feeds 
on  roots,  which  it  digs  up,  grubs,  insects,  seeds,  berries,  &c.,  but  is 
far  inferior  to  the  Koklas  as  food.  It  breeds  from  April  to  June, 
laying  in  a  hollow  scratched  in  the  ground  9  to  14  pale  stone- 
coloured  eggs,,  almost  devoid  of  markings,  or  slightly  speckled, 
and  measuring  about  2*13  by  1*5.    There  is  no  nest. 

« 

Genus  PUCRASIA,  G.  E.  Gray,  1841. 

This  genus  of  Pheasants,  of  which  the  Himalayan  Pukras  or 
Koklas  is  the  type,  is  readily  distinguished  by  having  the  upper 
tail-coverts  nearly  as  long  as  the  tail,  and  the  sides  of  the  head 
feathered.  The  tail,  equal  to  the  wing  in  length  in  the  female, 
and  a  little  longer  in  the  male,  consists  of  16  feathers,  and  is 
wedge-shaped,  the  middle  pair  of  rectrices  being  twice  the  length 
of  the  outer  pair.  The  male  has  an  elongate  occipital  crest,  con- 
sisting of  a  median  anterior  tuft,  differing  in  colour  from  the  very 
elongate  lateral  posterior  tufts  ;  the  crest  in  the  female  is  short. 
The  wings  are  much  rounded.  Tarsus  about  equal  to  the  middle 
toe  and  claw  in  the  female,  longer  and  armed  with  a  spur  in 
males. 

Fucrasia  ranges  from  Nepal  to  Afghanistan,  and  two  species  are 
found  in  China,  but  none  in  the  Eastern  Himalayas.  The  birds 
found  within  Indian  limits  appear  to  be  varieties  of  one  specific 
form. 

1334.  Pncrasia  macrolopha.     The  Kohhis  or  Pukras  Pheasani. 

Satyra  macrolopha,  J^ss.  Diet.  Sci.  Nat.  lix,  p.  106  (1829). 
I'hasianus  pucrasia,  Orai/^  in  Hardw.  III.  Ltd.  Zool.  i,  pi.  40  (1830-32). 
Traa^opan  pucrasia,  Temtn.  Pi.  Col.  text  to  pi.  645  ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1805, 

p.  28,  note. 
Pncrasia  luacrolopha,  Orai/y  GerL  B.  iii,  p.  503 ;  Huttonj  J.  A.  8.  B, 

Jerdi 

J. 

p.  153,  pi. ;    Hume,   Cat.  no.  808 ;  C.  H.  T.  Marsh.  Ibis,  1884, 

]).  422  ;  Oaifs  in  Humes  N.  4*  -El  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  411 ;  Of/ilme  Grants 

Cat.B.M.xxn,\).3U. 
rhasianus  macrolopha,  Bli/th,  Cat.  p.  245. 
Pucrasia  nipnleusis,  Goulds  P.  Z.  S.  1854,  p.  100;  Hume^  S.  F.  vii, 

p.  428 ;  Jaume  8f  Marsh.   Game  B.  u  p.  105,  pi.  ;  Hum^,  Cat. 

no.  808  ter;  Scullt/,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  343. 
Pucrasia  duvauceh,  Bonap.  C.  Ji.  xlii,  p.  879  (1856)  j  Ellwtf  Mon, 
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PAat.  i,  pL  M ;  a.  IbU.  187(^,  p.  IM ;  Himf.  S.  F.  v.  p.  138 ;  viL, 
p.  124. 
PucrwU  biddiilpbi,  G.  F.  L.   Marth.  Ibit,   B70,  p.  -ICI ;  id.  S.  F. 
Tiii,  p.  445. 
i%b,  KMhuiir;    Eukrola.    ChHmlM:    Koak,   Kulu,  Mnndi:    foA/if*, 
JTut/a,  Sirnln  to  Alipom;  I\>krdi,  Bhole   Purgununhd  of  Kuauun  and 
Gftrhwal  and  Weatern  Nppal. 


Fig.  \G.—atad  o(  r.  mm-rv^pJui.  tJ.     ,). 

C'jlttnlion.  Mate.  Mediaa  occipital  crest  fa«  n-colouivd,  tlie 
very  eloogato  Utenl  poaterior  tufts  with  the  whole  head,  napt-, 
and  throftt  bUck.  richly  glossed  with  dark  green ;  a  large  oblong 
white  spot  &t  each  side  of  the  neck  ;  upper  parts  to  thu  rump  grey 
with  &  brownish  tinge,  browner  on  the  wing-coverts  and  scapulars, 
each  feather  with  a  broail  black  lanceolate  shaft-stripe,  varying 
greatly  in  breadth,  and  confineil,  in  old  birds  of  the  typical  variety, 
to  the  basal  half  of  the  feathers  on  the  sides  of  the  lower  back  and 
rump;  scapulurs  and  rump- feat  hers  often  with  rufous  shaft-Bt  ripen; 
quills  dark  brown,  with  ianbelline-buS  outer  borders  ;  later  second' 
aries  more  or  leM  mottli'd  with  rufous  near  the  shafts  ;  long 
upper  tail-coverts  and  middle  tail-ffathers  varying  from  dull  rufous 
to  chestnut,  with  grey  tips;  outer  rectrices  black,  shading  into 
chestnut  on  the  outer  webs  towards  tl>e  base,  and  narrowly  tipped 
white  ;  fore  ueck,  middle  of  breast  and  of  upper  abdomen  chestnut; 
sides  of  breast  and  flanks  like  back;  lower  abdomen  dull  ruluus, 
pAle-shafted ;  under  tail-coverts  mixed  chestnut  and  black. 

Female.  Crown  black,  mixed  with  rufou:4  or  buff ;  a  short 
occipital  crest,  dnrk  brown  in  front,  biifFwiih  block  spots  behind; 
Bupercilia  buff;  forehead  and  sides  of  head  bufF,  with  blackish 
borders  to  feathers ;  ear-coverts  black  aud  rtifous ;  upper  parts 
generally  brown,  the  feathers  uith  rufous-huff  shaft-stripe!!,  black 
lateral  blotches,  and  the  tips  and  edges  nuuh  mottled  with  pale 
grey  aud  buff,  especially  ou  the  wings  and  rump  ;  tips  of  scapular-t 
and  of  some  wing-coverts  whitish  ;  quills  brown,  mottled  with 
buS  on  outer  webtt  and  tips  ;  longer  tail-coverts  and  middle  tail- 
feathers  greyish  brown  speckled  with  black,  and  with  irregular, 
black-edged,  rufous-buff  'crnss-barj>,  sometimes  indistinct;  outer 
tail-feathers  black,  more  or  less  replaced  by  chestnut  on  outer 
webs,  except  near  the  ends,  the  tips  white  ;  chin  and  throat  white; 
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feathers  of  fore  cei'k  and  sides  of  throat  black-edged ;  breast 
rufous  bufip,  the  lanceolate  feathers  with  lateral  submarginal  black 
streaks  and  pale  tips ;  flanks  similar,  but  less  rufous ;  middle  of 
abdomen  white,  the  anterior  feathers  with  dark  brown  centres ; 
vent-feathers  and  lower  tail-coverts  white  at  the  end,  mixed 
chestnut  and  black  near  the  base. 

Bill  black  or  dusky  in  males,  dark  horny  jn  females ;  irides  dark 
brown;  legs  and  feet  grey,  tinged  purplish  in  some  males. 

Length  of  male  about  24  ;  tail  9  to  11 ;  wing  0'5  ;  tarsus  2*6 ; 
bill  from  gape  1*4.  Length  of  female  about  21 ;  tail  8  ;  wing  8*5 ; 
tarsus  2*25. 

Dutribution,  On  the  Himalayas  at  elevations  between  about 
4000  feet  and  the  upper  limits  of  forest,  from  Jumla  in  Western 
Nepal  to  Kashmir.  The  supposed  occurrence  of  this  species  in 
Bhutan  is  due  to  error. 

This  species,  as  Hume  and  others  have  shown,  is  ver}*  variable. 
The  chestnut  on  the  breast  and  the  black  lanceolate  stripes  on  the 
feathers  of  the  back  vary  greatly  in  breadth.  In  typical  P.  macro- 
lopha,  from  the  N.W.  Ilimalayas,  the  chestnut  of  the  lower  throat 
does  not  extend  round  the  neck,  and  the  feathers  of  the  back, 
wing-coverts,  and  sides  of  the  breast  have  their  black  shaft-stripes 
narrow,  very  often  narrower  than  the  grey  edges. 

In  P,  nipalennis^  from  Western  Nepal,  these  feathers  of  the 
back,  &C.9  are  black,  with  narrow  grey  edges,  and  sometimes  the 
shafts  are  whitish,  there  being  even  in  some  individuals  a  narrow 
pale  shaft-stripe.  Sometimes  also  the  feathers  at  the  back  and 
sides  of  the  neck  are  partly  chestnut.  There  is  a  gradual  passage 
from  P,  matrolopha  to  2\  nipaUnsis^  and  both  are  highly  variable. 
In  the  female  of  P.  vipaleiiMis  there  is  often  inuch  chestnut  on  the 
tail-feathers.  A  skin  with  rather  more  chestnut  than  usual  on 
the  neck  appears  to  have  been  figured  in  the  *  Planches  Colorices,' 
no.  545,  as  Trar/ojMn  duvancel. 

The  variety  from  Western  Kashmir,  P.  hidflvlphi,  has  the 
chestnut  of  the  breast  mixed  with  black  and  extending  round  the 
neck;  the  middle  tail-feathers  are  greyer.  This  race  resembles 
P,  nipahnisU,  but  the  black  shaft-stripes  on  the  back  are  narrow  ; 
it  leads  to  P.  easianea. 

This  la««t  species,  P.  catttanea  (Gould,  P.  Z.  S.  1854,  p.  90; 
Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  814),  is  only  known  by  two  skins  said  to 
have  been  obtained  from  Kafiristan,  and  now  in  the  British 
Museum.  The  neck  all  round,  upper  back,  breast,  and  flanks  are 
chestnut,  and  the  middle  of  the  abdomen  black.  This  form  appeant 
worthy  of  specific  distinction,  and  it  is  said  to  occur  in  .Yassin, 
Ctiitral,  and  8wat ;  but  I  cannot  learn  that  any  specimens  from 
tliose  countries  have  been  clearly  identified,  so  I  do  not  for  the 
present  include  P.  eastanea  in  the  Indian  fauna. 

JJahitg^  4'<i.  The  Koklas  is  a  forest  bird,  usually  found  in  coveys 
throughout  the  autumn  and  winter,  singly  or  in  pairs  at  other 
tiroes.  It  keeps  much  to  well-wooded  slopes,  lies  well,  and  when 
ilnshed  often  rises  with  what  '*  Mountaineer'*  calls  a  low  screeching 
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chatter.  The  crow  of  the  male,  which  is  said  to  sound  like 
^'- kok-lcok-poJcrasi,^'  is  often  heard  in  wild  parts  of  the  hills  in  the 
morning  and  evenir^,  and,  as  with  several  other  Pheasants,  is 
frequently  uttered  when  a  gun  is  fired  in  the  neighbourhood  or 
after  a  peal  of  thunder.  This  bird  is  swift  and  diHicult  to  shoot, 
as  it,  like  other  Himalayan  Pheasants,  often  flies  with  great  rapidity 
down  the  steep  hill-sides ;  it  is  said  to  be  the  best  of  all  for  the 
table.  It  lives  chiefly  on  leaves  and  buds,  but  it  also  feeds  on  seed^s, 
berries,  fruit,  and  insects.  It  breeds  from  April  to  June,  and  lays 
about  9  pale  buff  eg^s,  often  speckled  or  thinly  blotched  with 
brownish  red,  and  measuring  on  an  average  2*0^  by  1*47.  They 
are  laid  in  a  hollow  scraped  in  the  ground  without  any  nest. 

Genus  LOPHUBA,  Pieming,  1822. 

The  Plreback  Pheasants,  which  form  the  present  genus,  only 
differ  from  Oermasus  (1)  in  having  a  fuller  crest,  which  occupies 
the  greater  part  of  the  crown  instead  of  being  conflned  to  the 
occiput,  and  forms  a  brush  of  bare  shafted  feathers  ending  in  hair- 
like plumes ;  (2)  in  the  rump  of  the  male  being  iiery  brunze-red. 
The  male,  too,  is  more  richly  metallic  in  colour,  and  the  female  is 
chestnut  above,  not  brown. 

The  tail,  of  16  feathers,  is  laterally  compressed,  and  in  the  male 
the  median  leathers  diverge  considerably  at  the  ends,  the  third 
pair  from  the  middle  being  slightly  the  longest ;  outer  pairs  much 
shorter. 

Three  species  are  known,  ranging  from  South  Tenasserim 
through  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Siam,  and  Cambodia  to  Sumatra  and 
Borneo.     Only  one  occurs  in  British  Burma. 

1335.  Lophnra  rufa.      VieUht's  Fire-ha^^ed  Pheasant. 

Phftsianus  rufus,  Baffles^  Tr,  Lhm,  Soc.  xiii,  p.  321  (1822). 
Kuplocamus  ignitus,  apud  Gray^  in  Hardw.  Ill,  Ind.  Zool.  ii,  p.  39 ; 

Blytk^  Cat.p,  243;  id.  Birds  Burm.  p.  149;  fiec  Shaio  »$•  Xodder. 
Euplocamiis  vieiliotti,  G.  JR.  Gray,  List  Gen.  B.  2ud  ed.  p.  77  (1841)  ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  v,  p.  119 ;  id.  <J-  Dau.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  4:38 ;  wA  4*  Marsh. 

Game  B.  i,  p.  213,  pi. ;  Hume,  Cat.  uo.  81 1  quint ;  Gates,  B.  B. 

ii,  p.  320. 
Euplocamas  rufos,  Hume^  S.  F.  v,  p.  121. 
Lophnra  rufa^  Oyilvie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  zxii,  p.  t^. 

Coloration.  Male.  Plumage  above  and  below  deep  metallic  violet, 
except  on  the  lower  back,  which  is  fiery  metallic  red,  passing  into 
chestnut  on  the  rump  ;  the  median  two  pairs  of  tail-feathers  and 
the  tips  or  inner  webs  of  the  next  pair,  which  are  white;  the 
feathers  of  the  sides  of  the  breast  and  the  flanks,  which  have 
fusiform  white  shaft-stripes ;  and  the  quills,  outer  tail-feathers, 
middle  of  breast,  and  abdomen,  which  are  black* 

Female,  Upper  plumage  chestnut-rufous,  finely  vermiculated 
with  black ;  the  head,  bind  neck,  and  upper  back  sometimes 
not  vermicul.ited ;  quills  and  tail-feathers  the  same,  inner  webs 
of  quilb  darker,  the  rufous    mottling  disappearing  on  ihe  first 


primaries :  chin  atid  thro&t  thlaly  dad  with  white  fcathem ;  fore 
neck  aaJ  upper  breast  chcsl.tiut,  tlie  feathers  with  narrow  whitv 
edges,  passini;  iiilo  tha  blauk  fual  hers,  with  white  borders  all  round, 
of  the  breast  ami  naiihs -,  abdomen  white ;  vent  and  uiiderlail- 
coverta  blaek  and  dull  diestuut  mixed.  Young  lualea  i-esemblc 
females. 

Bill  whitish  in  mnlos,  njiper  mandible  dark  horny  bruwn,  lower 
horny  white  in  femnlea  :  irides  red ;  facial  skin  smalt-blue ;  lugs 
and  feet  vermiliou-red  (DaniKon), 

Length  of  male  about  '^>i;  tail  II;  wing  11-5;  turaun  4-7: 
bill  from  gape  1-7.  Length  of  female  'J'J;  tail  H  ;  wing  lUi 
tarsuB  :i-B. 

Liatrihation.  Sumatra  anil  the  Malay  Peninsula,  with  the 
southernmost  ]>ort  of  Tenasseriin,  Houlh  of  'i'enasserim  town. 

Habxtn^  J;c.  Br  Datisoo  this  Pheaeaut  wns  found  inhabiting  the 
evergreen  forests  iu  partien  of  live  or  six,  the  nink^ii  eomBtimes 
apart.  The  males  make  a  whirring  BOund  with  their  wings,  but 
were  not  heard  to  croiv.  On  one  occaaiou  Davison  saw  an  Argus 
Pbenjaut  ^Asyutiaitru  tinjw)  driven  from  its  clearing  by  a  Fire- 
bftck.  An  egg  of  this  species  laid  by  n  raplive  hi^n  iu  July  wsh 
coloured  pale  eaje-aa-luit  and  measured  2-15  by  1-68, 

Crottoplllmii,  which  ap(>roiiphes  Lophura  and  it*  allies,  is  a  very 
remarkable  genu».  with  the  sexes  alike  in  plumage,  bioek  or  Glat«- 
blue  and  white  in  colour,  with  a  large  tail  of  20  to  2i  feathers, 
the  eitremilies  of  the  middle  pairs  much  curved.  Two  or  three 
species  are  said  to  have  been  obtained  in  Tibet,  but  none  of  these 
has  hitherto  been  found  in  the  Himalayas,  although  Surgeon- 
Major  Wuddell  wus  informed  by  Bboteos  that  one  species,  probably 
C.  tibttanum,  inhabits  some  of  the  passes  in  Bhutan. 


Genus  GEHN^US,  Waglcr,  18^2. 

The  Kalij  Pheasants  nf  the  Himalayas  and  the  Silver  Pheasants 
form  a  very  natural  genus.  The  head  is  crested  in  both  sexes,  the 
crest  being  formed  of  long  narrow  feathers,  more  loose-textured, 
hairy,  and  elongate  in  males.  The  sides  of  the  head  are  naked  in 
bolh  sexes,  and  crimson  in  colpur;  the  naked  urea  ends  beneath  ia 
a  lappet  in  males.  The  tarsus  is' considerably  longer  than  the 
middle  toe  and  claw,  and  armed  with  a  Ktout  and  long  spur  in  cock 
birds.  The  tail,  of  16  feathers,  is  lengthened,  compressed,  and 
much  gmduated,  the  middle  itair  of  feathers  usually  the  longest, 
and  divergent  iu  males.  The  1st  primary  is  shorter  tfaon  the  lOtb. 
Young  males  assume  the  adult  plumage  in  the  first  year- 
All  art-  forest  birds,  and  with  a  tropical  or  subtropical  habitat, 
the  Himalayan  species  being  found  lower  down  the  hillstban  other 
Pbeasants.  The  genus  inhaVits  the  Himalayas,  Burma,  C'hina, 
and  Formosa,  mid  he  majority  o(  the  species  occur  within  Indian 
imits. 


flBNK^trs. 


Key  to  the  S/treiet. 

a.  Vmet  parts  to  rump  siaafj  bluk. 
a',  rekthera of  breast l«nct!olaterWhitub. 
a".  Lowur  back  and  rump  with  white 
edsea  to  featbera, 

n*.  Greet  vhit«    O.  aUtKriitaliu  ,J ,  p.  8il. 

*>.  Creat  black C.irato.neAwwJ.p.  90. 

b".  Lower  back  and  ninip  without  »ny 

white G.  metaymotui  (J,  p.  91. 

A'.  Feklben  of  brenet  black,  cot  laoceolate, 

white  bars  od  rump     G.  hortfiMt  <; ,  p.  02. 

h.  Upper  parts  black  aod  white, 
c'.  Upper  surface  finely  veruiiculated  ....      G.  lintattu  cj ,  p.  f " 
<f .  Upper 


Upper  surface    with   i 

on  feathers     G.  andenoni  (J ,  p.  94. 

c.  Upper  parta  brown. 

Iff.  a&:crittattu  S ,  p.  «l. 
G.hor»/fldi  5,p-9-J. 
/'.  White  V-shaped  marks  round  neck   ..  j  g;  ^t^J^J^  fp^w. 

1336.  Oennaaa  albicriatBtn*.     Tlit  W  hiu-cmttd  KaHJ  Phtataui. 
PliRBJanus  albocrietatiu,  J'iffar*,  P.  Z.  S.  1830,  p.  9. 
Euplocomiia  albocriMatus,  JiuUua,  J.  A.  S.  It.  xvii,  pt.  2,  p.  603 ; 

Blytk,  Cat.  p.  1>44. 
EuplccamuB  alWri status,  Adams,  P.  Z.  S.  18-'>9,  p.  490 ;  Humr  Si 

Mari/i.  Game  II.   i,  p.  177,   pi. ;  Hume,  Cat.   no.  alO ;  C.  U.  T. 

Marsh.  IbU,  1884,  p.  4:>:] ;  Oales  in  Hume'e  N.  &  E.  2iid  ed.  iii, 

p.  413. 
Gallophasii  alhocri status,  MUeheU,   P.  Z.  S.   1868,  p.  &14,  pi.  14)«, 

fig.  1   (vounff),   &  pi.  149,  fi(f.  3  (egg) ;  Jerdaa,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  5S2  ; 

Stoiiczka,  J/ A.  S.  B.  Mxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  OSj  Sraaan,  lUt,  18«8, 

p.  380 ;  Humr,  N.  ^  E.  p.  520. 
Oennteus  albocriatatua,  OgUuie  GranT,  Cat.  B.  M.  zxii,  p.  298. 
Kdlij,  Kukera,  Mirghi  Kdlij.Kalesur  ^  ,Ealeti  5,  H.,  in  various  parts 
of  the  N. W.  HimaUvHs ;  KuUa,  Westeru  Punjab  and  Chamba. 


Fig.  17-— Head  of  G.  albicri»tatit>.  ^ .      j. 

Ci^ration.  Male.  Long  bmry  crest  «'hit« ;  forehead,  sides  of 
crown,  nape,  sides  &nd  back  of  neck,  up]>er  back,  And  wing-coverts 
black  glossed  with  purplish  steel-blue,  the  feathers  of  the  upper 
back  with  narrow  whitish  borders  ;  lower  back,  rump,  and  upper 
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taU-coverts  black  with  broad  white  edges;  quills  dark  brown, 
secondaries  with  green  gloss  on  the  outer  webs ;  tail-feathers 
blackish  brown  with  a  slight  greenish  gloss ;  chin,  throat,  abdomen, 
and  lower  tail-coverts  dark  brown,  passing  into  sullied  white  on  the 
lanceolate  breast-feathers  ;  sometimes  the  whitish  tint  extends 
over  part  of  the  abdomen,  bases  of  feathers  brown  throughout ; 
feathers  with  pure  white  shafts,  especiall}'^  on  the  upper  back  and 
the  breast. 

Female,  Upper  parts,  crest  included,  reddish  brown ;  shafts  and 
edges  of  feathers  whitish,  and  all  feathers  minutely  subobsoletely 
vermiculated  with  black:  lower  surface  similar  but  paler;  chin, 
throat,  and  middle  of  abdomen  whitish ;  middle  pair  of  tail- 
feathers  rufous  brown  with  fine  whitish  or  buff  vermiculation ; 
other  tail-feathers  black  with  a  slight  bluish  gloss. 

Bill  greenish  white ;  irides  orange-brown ;  bare  eye-patch 
scarlet  to  crimson  ;  legs  and  feet  livid  white,  with  a  purplish  or 
brownish  tinge  {Hximc), 

Length  of  male  24  to  29  ;  tail  about  11 ;  wing  9*5  :  tarsus  3  ; 
bill  from  gape  1'4.  li^ngth  of  female  20  to  23  ;  tail  8 ;  wing  8 ; 
tarsus  2*7. 

Distribution,  The  Himalayas,  from  Kumaun  to  Hazara;  not 
west  of  the  Indus,  according  to  Biddulph,  nor  in  Nepal,  or  only 
in  the  westermost  part,  ranging  from  about  2000  feet,  close  to 
the  base  of  the  hills,  up  to  about  5000  or  6000  feet  in  winter  and 
9000  or  10.000  in  summer. 

Habits,  Sfc,  This  is  the  most  familiar  of  the  Himalayan  Pheasants, 
being  frequently  seen  about  villages  and  cultivation  in  the  lower 
Himalayas  ;  it  has  a  preference  for  low  coppice,  bushes,  or  wooded 
ravines  near  wnter.  Jt  is  not  very  gregarious ;  its  call  is  a  loud 
whistling  chuckle,  which  is  generally  uttered  when  the  bird  flies 
a^^'ay.  The  males  are  very  pugnacious,  and  make  a  drumming 
noise  with  their  wings  as  a  challenge.  This  species  breeds  from 
April  till  June,  forming  a  slight  nest  of  grass  &c.  on  the  ground, 
and  laying  usually  about  nine  eggs,  creamy  white  to  reddish  buff, 
and  measuring  about  1*94  by  1*44. 

1337.  GemUBUB  lencomelaniiB.     The  Nejml  Kalij  Pheasant. 

Phasianus  leucoraelanos,  Lath,  Ind,  Om.  ii,  p.  (533  (1700). 
Gallophasis  leucomelanus,  Jfuttcn,  J.  A,  S,  B,  xvii,  pt.  '2,  p.  004  ; 

ScuUy,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  346. 
Euplocamus  leucomelanus,  Humej  S.  F.  vii,  p.  428;  id.  Cat.  no.  810 

bis ;  id.  Sf  Marsh.  Game  J9.  i,  p.  18*5,  pi. 
Gennaeus  leucomelanus,  Ogilvie  Granty  Cat.  B.  M,  xxii,  p.  300. 

Kdlijy  11. ;  Jlechaboj  Bhutia. 

# 

The  male  is  distinguished  from  that  of  the  last  species  by  having 
a  black  crest  glossed  with  purplish  blue,  and  the  white  terminal 
bars  on  the  lower  back  and  rump  are,  as  a  rule,  narrower.  The 
female  shows  no  constant  distinction  from  that  of  G.  albicrtstatus, 
but  is  generally  darker  and  the  middle  rectrices  more  rufous. 


Bill  greenish  bomy;  irides  dark  brown;  orbital  skin  crimson  ; 
feet  brownish  grey-homv  {Scully), 

Dimensions  less  than  those  of  (r.  albicrUtat»s :  length  of  malf^ 
23  to  26;  tail  about  11*5;  wing  9;  tarsus  2*9;  bill  from  gape 
1*3:  length  of  female  about  20  ;  tail  8  ;  wing  8. 

Distri/nttion,  Almost  throughout  Nepal,  from  the  extreme  or 
nearly  the  extreme  west,  to  the  Arun  Eiver,  at  all  events,  on  the 
east,  and  from  the  base  of  the  hills  to  9000  feet  near  Khatmandu. 
Mandelli  obtained  specimens,  now  in  the  British  Museum  collec- 
tion, from  "  Dholaka,"  probably  on  the  Arun  BLver. 

Habiu,  4'f.  Similar  to  those  Af  the  last.  The  esjgs  do  not 
appear  to  have  been  described.  Two  young  males  brought  up  in 
c jufinement  were  found  to  assume  the  black  plumage  when  about 
five  months  old. 

This  Kalij  was  regarded  by  Blyth  and  Jerdon  as  a  hybrid 
between  G.  aUncrigtatus  and  (?.  melanonottt*;  but  Scully  has  shown 
that  O.  leucomelanus  is  constant  in  plumage  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  Nepal,  where  neither  of  the  other  two  races  is 
lound. 


1338.  Gemuens  melanonotus.     The  Black-hacked  Kalij  Pheasrmt, 

Euplocomns  melanotus,  Bli/th,  HutUm^  J,  A,  S,  B,  xvii,  pt.  2,  p.  694 

(1848) :  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  244  ;  Hume,  S.  F.  v,  p.  42. 
Galluphasis  melanotus,  M  it  chef  I,  P.  Z.  S.  1858,  p.  645,  pi.  149,  fig.  2 

(eprg) ;  Jerdon^  B,  I.  iii,  p.  634 ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  627. 
Euplocamus  melanoDotiis,  Hume  8r  Marsh.   Game   B.   i,  p.   101, 

pi. ;  Hume  J  Cat.  no.  811 ;  Oates  in  Hume* a  N,  <J-  E,  2nd  ed.  iii, 

p.  416. 
Gennaeus  muthura,  Ogilvie  Grant j  Cat,  B,  M,  xxii,  p.  301, 

Kar-rhyaky  Lepcha. 

The  male  differs  from  the  last  species  in  wanting  entirely  the 
white  bars  on  the  lower  back  and  rump,  where  the  feathers  have 
velvety-black  edges.  There  are  no  whitish  edges  on  the  upper 
back.  The  whole  upper  plumage  is  black,  richly  glossed  with 
violet,  and  on  the  wings  and  tail  with  greenish,  and  conspicuously 
white-shafted.     The  female  is  similar  to  that  of  G,  leucomelanus. 

Bill  yellowish  or  greenish  horny ;  irides  brown ;  orbital  skin 
bright  red  ;  legs  and  feet  pale  homy  brown  (Hume). 

XHmenfiions  as  in  G,  leucomelanus. 

The  name  6r.  muthura  cannot,  I  think,  be  used  for  this  species ; 
it  was  founded  on  Latham's  "Chittygong  Pheasant,"  which,  if 
it  was,  as  stated,  an  inhabitant  of  the  Chittagong  hills  and  known 
to  the  natives  as  "  muihnrau^*  should  have  been  0.  horsfiddi. 
But  it  was  said  to  have  a  white  breast,  and  to  be  as  large  as  a 
Turkey,  three  feet  eight  inches  in  length,  with  an  even  tail. 
It  is  impossible  to  identify  any  species  of  Gennceut  with  this 
description. 

Dtstribution,  Sikhim  Himalayas,  from  about  1000  to  8000  feet 
elevation,  chiefly  from  2000  to  6000  feet.     This  species  extends 
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into  Eastern  Nepal  on  the  west,  and  into  Bhutan  on  the  east,  but 
how  far  is  not  known. 

Hahits^  ^c,  Simihir  to  those  of  other  species.  This  Kah'j  breeds 
at  low  elevations  at  the  end  of  March,  at  higher  levels  later,  up  to 
Julj,  and  lays  usually  six  to  ten  eggs,  without  any  nest.  The 
eggs  vary  from  creamy  pink  to  brownish,  and  measure  about 
1-yi  by  1-47, 

1339.  GennaUB  horsfleldi.     The  Black-breasted  KaliJ  Pheasant. 

Gallophasis  horsKeldi,  Gray ,  Gen,  B.  iii,  p.  498,  pi.  cxxvi(184o); 
MticheU,  P.  Z,  S.  1858,  p.  644,  pis.  148  (young),  149  (egg) ;  Godic- 
Austen,  J,  A.  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  272 ;  xlv.  pt.  2,  p.  83. 

Euplocomus  horsHeldi,  Bfyth,  Cat,  p.  244. 

Euplocamus  horstieldi,  Hume  4*  Inyli*,  S.  F.  v,  p.  42 ;  Hume  ^  Marsh, 
Uawe  B,  i,  p.  197,  pi. ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  810  ter;  Fasson,  S.  F,  ix, 
pp.  203,  206;  Saioadori,  Ann,  Mas,  Cio,  Gen.  (2)  iv,  p.  Oil; 
Hume,  S,  F,  xi, p.  303 ;  Gates  in  Humes  N, <$•  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  410. 

Genn^us  horstieldi,  Oyilvie  Grmit,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxii,  p.  302. 

Mathiira,  Ohittagong  and  Sylhet ;  Durdy,  Dirrik,  Garo  hills ;  Dorik, 
Dibrugarh. 

Coloration,  The  upper  parts  in  the  male  are  similar  to  those  of 
G,  leucomelanus — black,  richly  glossed  with  violet-purple, — and  the 
feathers  of  the  lower  bai-k,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  have 
terminal  white  bars ;  the  lower  parts  are  black  throughout,  glos^)ed 
with  purple,  except  on  the  abdomen  and  lower  tail-coverts ;  there 
are  no  white  shafts  to  thn  feathers  above  or  below,  and  the  breast- 
feathers  are  rounded  at  the  end,  not  lanceolate. 

In  old  females  the  middle  pair  of  tail-feathers  are  uniform  dull 
rufous  brown,  not  mottled,  and  the  next  pair  are  often  tinged  wiili 
rufous  on  the  outer  webs.  The  feathers  of  the  breast  have  narrow 
buff  shaft-lines  ;  otherwise  there  is  no  difference  from  the  hens  of 
the  other  Kalij  Pheasants. 

Soft  parts  and  measurements  as  in  the  last  species. 

DUtrihuiion,  North  of  the  Assam  valley  in  the  lower  h'Us  of 
Eastern  Bhutan  and  the  Daphla  country  ;  and  throughout  the 
ranges  south  of  the  AHsam  valley  as  far  south  as  Chittogong  and 
Northern  Arrakan,  Southern  Manipur,  and  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bhdmo  in  the  Irrawaddy  valley. 

Habits^  4'c.  The  eggs  have  been  taken  twice  towards  the  end  of 
March  by  Mr.  Cripps  in  Sylhet.  They  are  precisely  similar  to 
those  of  6/.  melanonotuB. 

1340.  Oannaai  lineatus.     Tlu  Burmese  Silver  Pheasant. 

Phacianus  lineatus,  Vigors,  P,  Z,  S.  iSiU,  p.  24. 

Gennaeus  lineatufi,  WayL  Isis,  1832,  p.  1228 ;  Ogilvie  Grant,  Cat, 
B.  M,  xxii,  p.  304. 

Euplocamus  hneatus,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  244 ;  Hume,  N,  j*  E.  p.  626 ; 
id.  *  Gates,  S.  F,  iii,  p.  166 ;  id.  ^  Dav.  S,  F,  \\,  p.  430 ;  id.  * 
Marsh,  Game  B*  i,  p.  206,  pi. ;  Hume,  Cat,  no. 811  ter;  Binghatn, 
6\  F.  \x,  p.  196;   Hahadm-i,  Ann,  Mus,  Civ,  Gen.  (2)  v,  p.  620; 
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vii,  p.  425;    Oaietj  B.  B,  ii,  p.   816;  id.  in  Hwmes  JV.  ^  E. 
2Dd  ed.  \\iy  p.  41t5. 
Xycthemerus  lineatusy  BljfOi  Sf  Wald.  Birds  Burm,  p.  149. 

Arrakan  race  intermediate  between  G.  iiAeatui  and  G.  horffieldi, 

LophophoTus  cuvieri,  Trmm,  PL  Coi.  r,  pi.  10  [no.  1]  (18:?0)  ;  BiytJk, 

Ibis,  1867,  p.  153 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  iii,  p.  166,  note. 
Euplocamus  cuTieri,  Oates,  S,  F.  iii,  p.  ^i ;  Hume  j-  Marsh.  Game 

is.  i,  p.  201,  pi. ;  Bvtne,   Cat.  no.  811  bis;  Sanderson,  S.  F.  viii, 

p.  493;  Oates^B.  B.  ii.  p.  318. 
Oeonseua  rurieri  (G.  horsfieldi.  subep.),  Ogihie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  Jf. 

xxii,  p.  303. 
Gennsus  oatesi  (sub^p.^  Ogilrie  Grant,  t.  e.  p.  306. 

Tit,  Kayity  Barm. ;  Bak,  Arrakan ;  Synklouh,  Talain ;  Phugyk,  Karen. 

Ccloratian.  Male.  Forehead,  crown,  and  crest  black,  glossed 
with  steely  purple  or  green,  remainder  of  upper  surface  finely 
vermiculated  ivith  alternating  black  and  white  lines,  more  or 
less  transversely  to  the  feathers,  quills  and  tail-feathers  similarly 
but  more  coarsely  marked  ;  inner  webs  and  tips  of  middle  pair  of 
1  ail-feathers  entirely  white ;  lower  parts  black,  mth  a  slight  purple 
gloss  on  the  throat,  breast,  and  flanks  ;  feathers  of  sides  of  breast 
and  flanks,  and  sometimes  the  whole  breast,  with  white  shaft- 
stripes,  broader  and  fusiform  and  mottled  with  black  at  the 
sides. 

Female,  Above,  including  the  crest,  brown,  all  the  feathers 
minutely  8tij)pled  and  vermiculated  with  yellow-buff;  the  fore- 
head, supercilia,  ear-coverts,  cheeks,  and  sometimes  the  wing- 
cc verts,  with  white  shaft-stripes,  which  become  y-shaped  or  arrow- 
head-shaped white  marks  on  the  back  and  sides  of  the  neck  and 
upper  back ;  quills  brown,  with  buff  vermiculation  on  the  outer 
webs  ;  outer  tail-feathers  blackish,  with  narrow  wavy  white  cross- 
bars, some  chestnut  or  brown  marks  in  the  middle  of  each  black 
interspace,  the  two  or  three  middle  pairs  brownish  buff,  streaked 
and  mottled  with  rufous  brown,  inner  webs  and  tips  of  middle 
pair  entirely  buff;  chin  and  throat  whitish;  rest  of  lower  parts 
brownish  rufous,  with  lanceolate  white  shaft-streaks. 

Bill  greenish  horny,  dusky  at  the  base  ;  irides  reddish  brown ; 
sides  of  head  crimson ;  legs  plumbeous  brown  to  pinkish  fleshy. 

Length  of  males  25-5  to  iiO ;  tail  about  12;  wing  10 ;  tarsus 
\V2 ;  bill  from  gape  1-35.  Length  of  females  about  23 ;  tail  9  ; 
wing  9*25. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  Burma  except 
Southern  Tenasserim,  also  in  N.W.  Siam. 

Varieties.  O.  cuvieri  is  found  in  the  Arrakan  ranges  and  in  Pegu 
west  of  the  Irrawaddy.  The  male  is  black  with  deep  violet  gloss, 
the  upper  parts  sparingly  and  minutely  speckled  and  vermiculated 
with  white,  the  black  greatly  predominating;  lower  back  and  rump 
with  broad  white  bars ;  the  white  speckling  appears  to  be  wanting 
on  the  outer  tail-feathers. 

The  female  resembles  that  of  G.  horsjieldi^  except  that  the  outer 
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tail-feathers  are  more  or  less  rufous  and  not  entirely  block.  In 
the  variety  called  G.  oaieti  they  are  rufous  throughout. 

This  race,  which  occupies  the  country  between  the  area.s 
inhabited  by  0.  hor»JUldi  and  0.  lineaius,  is  not  only  perfectly 
intermediate  between  those  two  forms,  but  is,  so  far  as  the  few 
skins  in  the  British  Museum  show,  excessively  variable.  It  was 
regarded  by  Blyth  (J.  A.  S.  B.  xviii,  p.  817;  Cat.  p.  244 ;  Birds 
Burm.  p.  149)  as  a  hybrid  between  the  two.  He  showed,  and  he 
was,  I  think,  right,  that  there  is  a  complete  passage  from  one 
species  io  the  other  in  Arrakan.  Oates  ascertained  that  O.  ouvieri 
occurs  throughout  the  Arrakan  hills,  buc  his  specimens  vary  so 
much  that  two  of  them  are  distinguished  by  Ogilvie  G-rant  as  a 
different  subspecies,  G.  oaUsi,  Of  the  two  males  (one  collected  by 
Oates,  the  other  received  from  the  Indian  Museum)  referred  to 
O.  oatesi,  one  has  white  rump-bars  and  no  white  streaks  on  the 
breast,  as  in  O.  horMfieldi ;  the  other  has  no  white  bars  on  the 
rump,  but  it  has  white  streaks  on  the  breast  as  in  O,  lineaUtt. 

HabiU,  4'c.  "This  Pheasant  occurs  abundantly  wherever  the 
ground  is  hilly  or  broken,  and  it  is  most  numerous  on  the  higher  and 
wilder  parts  of  the  hills.  It  keeps  to  dense  cover,  seldom  showing 
itself,  runs  with  great  speed,  and  takes  wing  unwillingly.  The 
male  during  the  breeding- season  makes  a  curious  drumuiing  sound 
with  his  wings,  as  a  challenge  to  other  cocks.  The  breeding-season 
commences  in  March  and  is  over  by  the  end  of  April.  The  nest 
is  merely  a  hollow  in  the  ground,  lined  with  a  few  dead  leaves, 
under  a  shrub  or  at  the  foot  of  a  tree.  The  eggs,  which  are  seldom 
more  than  seven  in  number,  are  of  a  pale  buff  colour"  (Oateft), 
They  measure  about  185  by  1*45. 

1341.  GemUBUS  anderBOni.     Anderson's  Silver  Pheasant. 


Joum,  Bom,  N.  If,  Soc,  x,  p.  112. 
Gennseus  davisoni  (G.  hort*tieldi,  subsp.),  O^lcie  Grant,  t,  c.  p.  304. 

Coloration,  Male,  yorehead,  crown,  and  crest  black  with 
purplish  or  green  gloss ;  feathers  of  the  upper  surface  marked  on 
each  web  with  uubequal  curved  concentric  black  and  white  bnrs  ; 
quills  and  tail-feathers  rather  irregularly  barred  with  black  and 
white,  the  black  bars  disappearing  on  the  inner  webs  and  tips  of  the 
middle  tail-feathers;  lower  parts  block  with  bluish  metallic  glonH, 

Female  of  typical  form  unknown.  That  of  a  variety  from  Tena.s- 
serim  only  differs  from  G,  lineatus  in  being  lar^^er  and  in  having 
much- brooder  lanceolate  \\hite  stripes  on  the  lower  surface. 

Bill  pale  green  (Elliot),  pale  bluish  horny  (Davison);  facial 
skin  crimson;  irides  brown;  legs  and  feet  greyish  (i?//tW),  dark 
pinkish  fleshy  (Davistm), 
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Length  of  mole  30  to  36 ;  tail  13*5-20 ;  \»ing;  10-5  ;  tarsus  3*5  ; 
bi]I  from  gape  1*6.  Length  of  female  24 ;  tail  10 ;  wing  9 ;  tarsus  3. 

Distribution,  This  Pheasant'was  origiiially  obtained  by  Anderson 
in  Yunnan.  It  has  since  been  found  near  Bhamo,  around  the 
Kubj  Mines,  and  through  the  Shan  States  to  Northern  Tenaa- 
serim,  Davison  having  procured  a  male  and  three  females  that 
are  referred  to  this  species  about  Kollidoo  and  Dargwin,  north  of 
Pap  won. 

But  few  specimens  have  been  collected,  and  these  show  material 
differences.  The  male  obtained  by  Davison  at  Dargwin  has  white 
stripes  on  the  breast,  and  has  the  inner  webs  aud  tips  of  the 
middle  tail-feathers  nearly  white,  as  in  G.  liatiUun^  and  is  clearly 
intermediate  between  that  species  and  typical  Q,  andersoni :  the 
tail  is  about  14  inches  long.  Yet  another  link  nearer  to  G.  limatus 
is  furnished  by  a  male  collected  by  Wardlaw  Bam:say  in  Karennee* 
The  skin  of  another  male,  from  the  typical  locality  Yunnan, 
mentioned  by  Anderson  as  one  of  his  original  specimens,  and  sent 
by  him  to  the  British  Museum,  is  intermediate  between  G,  andersoni 
and  G.  horsfiddi^  and  is  the  type  of  Ogilvie  Grant's  subspecies 
G.  davisoni,  A  skin  from  the  Kubv  Mines  has  coarser  markings 
on  the  wings  and  a  tail  of  nearly  20  inches.  I  strongly  suspect 
G.  andersoni  to  be  mereiv  an  intermediate  race  between  G,  Umatus 

m 

and  the  Chinese  Silver  Phea^iant  (6r.  nycthnmrus). 

Mr.  Oates  has  sent  to  the  British  Museum  a  Pheasant  from  the 
Shan  States,  that  forms  vet  another  link  between  the  Chinese  and 
Burmese  Silver  Pheasants.  In  male  G,  mjclh-nneru^  from  China 
the  upper  surface  is  white,  with  narrow  wavy  concentric  black 
lines  on  the  feathers  ;  the  crown,  crest,  and  lo»ver  parts  black  with 
a  purple  gloss.  The  female  is  lii^ht  rufous  brown  ;  the  crown  and 
crest  darker,  the  lower  parts  paler,  m>st  of  the  ff-athers  tin#?ly 
vermiculated  with  buff,  more  coars^rlv  barred  on  the  wine;  and  tail- 
feathers.  Bill  greenish  brown  ;  facial  skin  r^xl ;  legs  and  feet 
scarlet.  The  male  is  about  4<>  inuhrss  long ;  tail  24 ;  wing  lU'5  ; 
tarsus  3'6 :  female  20  inch^  long ;  tail  l9 ;  win^  9. 

Genus  LOPHOFHOBUS,  Temm.,  1%13. 

The  Monal  or  Impeyan  Phea*«ant  is  the  type  of  ihU  well-marke^l 
genus,  distinguish^  by  the  richly  m';ta!iic  pijma:^'?  of  the  maie^, 
which  have  either  an  elongite  ocr-ipltal  cr»r*t  or,  in  one  ft|y^:i«r4 
(L.  sdaUriu  all  the  feather*  of  the  crovn  *»S'>rt  arid  curle/L  The 
bill  is  long  and  stout,  with  the  ciii'*.en  w-:l  c»^nei,  the  tap»i 
stout,  feathered  above,  and  arm-*l  in  the  m.'iie  w.rS  a  n*Ofjt  *i\nr» 
There  is  a  naked  *pi<?e  ar^iiid  *:a':h  eye.  Tti/?  tiii,  of  \n  fei'fiem, 
is  well  rounded  at  the  end  ar,*!  a  I  ttl-;  ^ih'frirr  Ui%'i  the  v»if»>f ;  t.vs 
1st  quill  b  consLderab.y  nh.rr.er  tr*a:j  i'tL-;  Vr.'u,  arid  tb<5  i>'\i  n 
usually  longest. 

Four  speci-i-f  are  now  k'^o^n*  rzTti.uf^uT*ty/'tOit  "Ive  H'.'.A.'Ayi* 
from  Afghanistan  to  b^fjofjd  At^aui,  At  A  Ki*':tt':»:  Ui  '..e  p.*'o/iri-'>r» 
of  China  lying  e»ft  of  Tsbrt. 


Oh  piusiaxidj:, 

Kfy  to  the  Speciei.     (Males  only.) 

II.  Lower  bflpV  white,  rurop  purple L.  reftUgnu,  p.  flfi. 

h.  Nu  while  on  back  or  riimp 7..  impeyanux,  p.  07. 

t.  I.uner  back  and  rump  while   L.  tdatrn,  p,  9H. 

1342,  Lophoplionis  refttlgens.     The  Mondl. 
lx>phnj.horii=  refulewia,   Tr,itm.  Pig.  et  GaU.  ii.  p.  353  (1813);  iii, 

p.  t!,a;   Ogilvie  Grant,  Cut.  B.  M.  xiii,  j).  278. 
Lopliouhurnii  impevanufl,  ajnid  Bhti,  Cat.  p,  S46 ;  Adams,  P.  Z.  S. 
1W8.  p.  500  J  AfitcheU,  ibid.  p.  646.  pl».  147  (voung),  1-19,  fi|C.  fi 
(egiT) ;  JrrAin.  B.  I.  iii,  p.  filO ;  SoUfskti.  J.  A.  «.  B.  xtxsii,  M.  2, 
n.OTj  £la«/.J.A.S.B.  ili.  ut.  2,  p.  71;  fi.in.c,  A".  *£.p.fi20: 
Ilumf  ^  Atarih.  Gmt.t  B.  i,  p.  125,  ph :  Hume,   Cat.  no.  804  ; 
Scidlif,  S.  K  viii,  p.  342 ;  Fairln^ithrr,  S.  F.  ix.  p.  -XA  -.   Wardiaw 
Ratftay,  Ibk.  1880,  p.  TO;  Oa(e«  in  HHrnrt  K.  1^ E.  2ud  ed.  iii, 
p.  407  i  ntc  Lath. 
Thr  MimOHl  Phtamnt,  Jerdon  ;  Lont  <? ,  Hum  2 .  yil-mor,  JnnffU-mer, 
Kubinir;  A'i/iVHr,  Chambn ;  M.rntU,   A'^,   3 ,  Kantri  9,   Kulu;  Muntll, 
(Shar-mimdl,  Ratio  Kiitcan,  Jiatnal.  Batkap,  X.W.  Tlimalavoe:  Datiyn, 
Knmnun   iiinl   Garhwill;   Diy^,  Ne]«l;   Fo-tlunij,  I^ptlia;    Chiimdmiq, 
nhot,  (Sikhiiip). 


Kig.  19,— Heodofi.  >-(/(i;^™a,iJ.  J. 
Coloration.  Male.  Head  and  crest  of  b pads- shaped  feathorn. 
bend  of  wing,  and  upper  tail-coverts  brilliftnt  melaliic  green :  at 
the  sides  behind  the  ear-covepta  in  a  purple  patch  ;  hack  and  sidee 
of  neck  coppery  bronw?,  paHsing  into  the  bninze-greon  of  the 
upper  back ;  interBcapulars,  seapulars,  tt-ing-coverls,  and  rump 
metallic  purple,  with  the  lips  of  the  fealliers  blue  or  greenish 
blue ;  lower  back  while :  quill»  black,  secondaries  glossed  with 
green  on  ihe  outer  webs;  lail-feathers  pale  cinnatnou,  darker 
toH-arda  the  ends  ;  lower  parU  dull  black,  glosned  with  metallic 
green  on  the  throat  and  fom  neek,  along  a  stripe  on  each  side  of 
the  upper  breast,  and  on  the  lower  tail-coverls. 

Female.  Bro\t  ii ;  the  fealhers  of  the  head  and  neck  above  and  at 
the  sides,  upper  back  and  wing-coverts  hlaek,  with  bu5  streaks 
iind  mottling  on  each  side  of  the  shafi  or  along  it ;  crest  short, 
the  tealliers  of  equal  breadth  throughout;  lower  back  and  rump 
buff,  with  black  bars ;  upper  lail-coverts  more  or  less  tipped  with 
white;  quills  blockish  brown,  secondaries  with  rufous-buff  bars 
k  ud  whitish  tips ;  tail-feathers  like  secondaries,  but  the   rufous- 
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buff  bars  are  broader  and  more  regular ;  chin  and  throat  white, 
remainder  of  lower  parta  blackish  brown,  speckled  and  streaked 
uitK  buffy  white  and  with  more  or  less  distinct  white  shaft-streaks. 

The  young  resemble  the  female  except  that  young  males  have 
the  throat  more  or  less  black  and  generally  are  darker  throughout. 
The  adult  male  plumage  appears  to  be  gnidually  assumed,  some  of 
the  feathers  changing  in  colour  without  a  moult ;  and  the  bird, 
according  to  Mr.  Wilson,  does  not  attain  its  full  plumage  until  the 
second  year,  whilst  the  7th  primary  remains  brown  for  a  year  longer. 

Bill  dark  hurnj :  irides  brown ;  naked  orbits  blue ;  legs  and 
feet  dull  ashy  green  (Jerdon), 

Length  of  males  about  28 ;  tail  9-5 ;  wing  ll'o ;  tarsus  3  :  bill 
from  gape  2.    Length  of  females  about  25 ;  tail  8*5 ;  wing  10*5. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  Himalayas,  from  Bhutan  to 
Kashmir  and  even  farther  west,  this  Pheasant  having  been 
recorded  from  Chifral  and  from  the  Safed  Koh  in  Afghanistan. 
In  Sikhim  in  summer  the  range  of  the  Monal  is  from  10,000  to 
15,000  foet ;  in  winter  lower.  In  the  Western  Himalayas  the 
usual  range  is  from  8000  to  12,000  feet,  though  the  bird  may  b3 
found  in  summer  up  to  15,000,  and  in  winter  as  low  as  4500. 

HabiUy  Sfc.  In  summer  this  gorgeous  Pheasant  is  found  near 
the  upper  limits  of  forests,  and  frequently  on  the  hill-sides  above 
the  forests  in  small  numbers ;  it  is  not  met  with  iu  flocks  or 
coveys,  but  singly  or  in  twos  or  threes,  females  keeping  together 
more  than  males  do  ;  it  lives  on  insects,  seeds,  berries,  leaves,  &c. 
The  call  is  a  loud  plaintive  whistle.  The  breeding-season  is  in 
May  and  June,  and  four,  five,  or  rarely  six  eggs  are  laid  in  a  small 
depression  beneath  a  bush  or  tuft  of  grass.  The  eg^  are  dull 
huffy  white,  speckled  with  reddish  brown,  and  measure  on  an 
average  2*55  by  1'78. 

1343.  Lophophoms  impeyaniu*     The  Bronze-hacked  Mondl, 

Phaeianus  impejanus,  Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  ii,  p.  032  (1700). 
Lophophoms  impeyanus,  v,  Pelz,  IhU,  18/3,  p.  120;  Ogilvie  Grant j 

Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  280. 
Lophophoms  chambanus,  C.  H,  T.  Marshall^  Ibis,  1884,  p.  421,  pi.  z. 

The  male  differs  from  that  of  the  last  species  in  having  no 
white  on  the  back,  the  lower  back  being  greenish  bronze,  the 
feathers  shot  and  edged  with  purple ;  in  the  upper  tail-coverts 
being  brownish  chestnut,  tipped  with  metallic  green ;  and  in  having 
the  whole  of  the  under  surface  more  or  less  glossed  with  metallic 
green.     The  female  is  not  known. 

Hitherto  the  only  known  locality  is  Chamba,  south-east  of 
Kashmir,  where  this  species  was  obtained  by  Col.  C.  H.  T.  Marshall. 
I  feel  sceptical  as  to  a  bird  of  this  rare  form  having  come  iuto 
Latham's  hands  instead  of  the  Common  Monal ;  but  after  examining 
Latham's  description  and  coloured  figure,  I  am  obliged  to  agree 
with  Mr.  Ogilvie  Grant  that  they  correspond  with  the  present 
form  and  not  with  L,  refulgens. 

TOL.  IT.  H 
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Lophophot-us  sclateri,  Jerdon  (Ibis,  1870,  p.  147;  id.  P.  A.  S.  B. 
1870,  p.  60 ;  Hume  &  Marsh.  Game  B.  i,  p.  135,  pi. ;  Godwin- 
Austen,  P.  Z.  8.  1879,  p.  681,  pi.  li,  $ ;  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii, 
p.  282),  has  hitherto  only  been  obtained  from  the  Mishmi  hill^, 
beyond  Britisli  limits.  It  has  no  crest,  but  the  crown  is  covered 
Avith  crisply  curled  metallic  green  feathers ;  the  hind  neck  and 
sides  of  the  neck  are  coppery  bronze ;  upper  back,  median  and 
greater  coverts  metallic  green  shot  with  purple ;  smaller  coverts 
coppery  bronze  shot  with  green ;  lower  back,  rump,  and  upper 
tail-coverts  white  ;  the  rump-feathers  black-shafted ;  tail  chestnut 
tipped  with  white,  lower  parts  black.  The  female,  as  described 
and  figured  by  Godwin- Austen,  is  rich  dark  umber-brown,  the 
feathers  closely  mottled  ;  lower  back,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts 
ochraceous  white,  mottled  with  dark  brown  ;  tail  black,  with  narrow 
whitish  bars  and  a  broad  black  tip. 

Genus  TRAOOPAK,  Cuv.,  182J). 

The  Horned  Pheasants  or  Tmgopans  are  amongst  the  most 
beautifully  coloured  of  all  game-birds,  the  males  being  more  or 
less  clad  in  red,  with  white  or  grey  spots,  and  the  females  iti 
brown,  formed  by  a  minute  intermixture  of  black  and  buff.  The 
bill  18  short  and  stout ;  the  tarsus  equal  to  the  mid-toe  and  claw, 
or  slightly  longer,  and  armed  in  the  male  with  a  stout  spur.  The 
tail,  of  18  feathers,  is  nearly  or  quite  equal  to  the  wing  in  length, 
and  the  middle  feathers  are  considerably  longer  than  the  outer ; 
the  wing  is  rounded,  the  1st  primary  shorter  than  the  10th,  4th 
or  5th  longest.  The  male  has  an  occipital  crest  of  len^heneil 
feathers  and  two  elongate  erectile  suboylindrical  fleshy  horns  one 
from  above  each  eye:  these  usually  lie  concealed  by  the  crest,  and 
are  only  erected  when  the  bird  "shows  off."  There  is  also  a 
brilliantly  coloured  apron-shaped  gular  wattle  or  lappet,  that  can 
be  spread  or  withdrawn  at  pleasure.  Both  horns  and  wattle  only 
reach  their  full  development  in  the  breeding-season.  Sides  of  the 
head  and  throat  naked  in  all  species  except  2\  Miyra^  in  which 
they  are  thinly  clad  with  feathers. 

Five  species  are  known,  inhabiting  the  Himalayas  and  Assam 
hills  and  the  greater  part  of  China.  Three  are  Himalayan  or 
Assamese,  and  a  fourth  is  said  to  occur  at  a  short  distance  beyond 
the  Assam  frontier. 

Key  to  the  Specie$, 

a,  Sidas  of  head  nnd  throat  thinly  clad ; 

brenRt  red,  with  whit«}  black-edged 

oo«»lli   T.  aatyra  cf ,  p.  00. 

b.  Side8  of  head  and  throat  naked. 

a\  BreaHt  chielly  black,   with   white 

spots T.  melanvcephaluH  ^ ,  p.  ICO. 

b\  Breast  auioky  grey 1\  hlythi  ^ ,  p.  102. 

The  females  of  all  species  closely  resemble  each  other. 
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1344.  Tr&gopan  satyra.     The  Crimton  Horned  Phtaianl, 

Melenpria  «a«r«,  Linn.  Sf/it.  j\"<ri.  i,  p.  26»  (1766). 

Tnii^pan  Mtrrus,  Cav.  Jteg.  An.  •*"  id.  i,  p.  479. 

Ceriornis  eatjra,  Blylh,  Cat.  p.  240 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  510 ;   Bhat. 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  71 ;  Mwie,  P.  Z.  S.  1872.  p.  730,  pis.  li,  Ui 
Hame,  JV.  ^  -E  P-  6^1 :  Hvtne  ^  Jfarah.  Game  B.  i,  p.  137,  pi,  f^ 
Hume,  C<i/.  no.   805 ;  5cu%,  S.  F.  Tui,  p,  343 ;   0«Ut  in  Huh«»  ' 
A'.  Sf  B.  '2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  409. 

Tragop«n  satjra,  Ogilvie  Gi-ant,  Cat  B.  M.  xiii,  p.  271. 
The    Sitim   Homed    Ffteamnt,    Jerdon ;    Lunffi,    If.    Onrliwil    and 
fium»iin;3fOTuW,  H-tNepdji   Onit.,*a^  Bhutia;   Tar-rhyak.  LepcUa.. 


Fig.  19.— Head  of  T.  eati/ra,  cf .     J. 

Coloration.  Male.  Head,  sides  of  nape,  throat,  and  fore  neck  black ; 
two  streaks,  one  on  each  side  of  the  orciput,  meeting  at  Iho  nape, 
the  middle  of  the  nape  itself,  the  neck  except  in  front,  but  with 
broad  bands  running  to  behind  the  ear-coverts,  upper  back,  bend  of 
wiog  and  coverts  sear  it,  and  all  the  lower  parts  from  the  neck 
crimson ;  the  upper  back  and  all  the  lower  parts,  except  the  upper- 
most breast,  spotted  over  with  white  black-edg<'d  ocelli,  sinall  and 
sharply  defined  on  the  breast  and  back,  larger,  ill-deSniid,  and 
grey  instead  of  white  on  the  abdomen ;  u-ing-liuing,  except  the 
larger  coverts,  buffy  red;  interscapulars,  scapulars,  and  the 
neighbouring  wing-coverta,  lower  back  and  rutnp-feathers  black 
«-ith  rufous-buf!  vermiculntion,  each  feather  with  a  subterminal 
white  ocellus,  broadly  edged  uith  black,  and  a  lai^  rounded  browu 
spot  on  each  side  of  the  ocellus ;  most  of  the  wing-coverts  and  the 
sides  of  the  rump  the  same,  but  with  deep  crimson  patches ;  quills 
black,  with  rufous-buff  imperfect  bars  and  verm iculat ions  ;  ujiper 
twi-coierta  brown  with  bkck  tips;  tail-feathers  black,  vermicu- 
lated  with  buff  on  the  basal  two-thirds. 

Female.  General  colour  rich  ochreous  brown,  paler  below,  above 
black  in  blotches  or  mixed  with  rufous  buff,  and  in  parts  with 
greyish  brown  ;  pale  shaft-stripes  on  the  crown  and  throat,  passing 
into  angular  ill-deSned  buff  shaft-sptrts  on  the  bodv,  much  broken 
by  mottling  and  generally  larger  below  than  above ;  quills  as  in 
Eoale;  tail-feathera  barred,  mottled,  and  verraiculated  with  buff 
throughout. 


100  PJIABIANID^. 

Timng  birds  of  both  sexes  resemble  females,  but  have  distinct 
buff  shaft-stripes  above  and  below.  The  adult  male  plumage  is 
gradually  assumed,  the  feathers  round  the  neck  becoming  red,  and 
the  pale  shaft-spots  changing  to  ocelli  before  the  crimson  garb  is 
acquired  by  moult. 

Bill  of  male  blackish  brown,  horns  bright  lazuline  blue,  orbits 
and  upper  throat  fine  purplish  blue,  irides  deep  brown,  legs  and 
toes  pale  fleshy  ;  bill  of  female  dusky  homy,  legs  brownish  grey, 
more  or  less  fleshy  (Hume).  The  gular  apron-like  wattle  can  be 
expanded  during  the  breeding-season  to  a  length  of  several  inches  ; 
it  is  usually  blue  with  lateral  bars,  which,  under  excitement,  become 
orange  or  scarlet;  but  it  is  described  by  Hume  as  orange  with 
lateral  blue  bars,  and  it  probably  varies  in  colour.  The  horns  are 
larger  in  the  breeding-season,  and  measure  at  times  over  3  inches 
in  length. 

Length  of  male  about  27 ;  tail  10-5;  wing  10'5:  tarsus  3"25 ; 
bill  from  gape  1*5.     Length  of  female  about  23  ;  tail  8  ;  wing  9. 

Dittribution,  Throughout  the  Himalayas  from  the  Alaknanda 
valley  in  Garhwal  to  well  into  Bfautin,  and  perhaps  somewhat 
farther  east,  between  about  6000  and  12,«)00  feet;  in  summer 
chiefly  from  8000  to  10,000  feet.  This  Pheasant  was  formerly 
not  rare  near  Darjiling. 

Habits,  4'c.  This  is  a  thorough  forest-bird,  shy,  and  rarely  seen, 
keeping  to  thick  cover,  and  often  found  in  "  ringal,"  the  small 
upland  bamboo  that  covers  the  hill-sides  in  many  parts  of  the 
Jiimalayas.  The  call,  described  by  Jerdon  as  a  deep  bellowing, 
and  by  Hume  as  a  loud  bleating  cry,  is  chiefly  heard  in  spring. 
At  this  time  the  males  show  off  by  raising  their  horns  and 
expanding  their  wattles,  and  in. other  ways,  as  described  by 
Mr.  Bartlett  in  Dr.  Murie's  paper  (Z.  c).  The  eggs,  laid  in  May, 
are  like  large  hen's  eggs,  nearly  white,  slightly  freckled  here  and 
there  with  pale  dull  lilac,  and  measuring  about  2'6  by  1*8. 

71  UmmincJri^  Gray,  the  Chinese  Crimson  Homed  Pheasant,  is 
found  in  South-western  and  Central  China,  and  a  specimen  in  the 
Hume  Collection  is  said  to  have  been  brought  from  the  Mishmi 
hills,  just  beyond  the  frontier  of  E.  Assam  (S.  F.  viii,  p.  201 ;  ix, 
pp.  198,  205).  The  male  resembles  that  sex  of  T,  satffraj  but 
differs  (I)  in  having  the  pate  spots  on  the  lower  surface  larger, 
pearly  grey  in  colour  throughout,  and  without  black  edges,  and (2) 
in  each  feather  of  the  back  and  of  most  of  the  upper  parts  being 
dark  red  at  the  end,  with  a  small  subterminal  grey  ocellus ;  the 
red  of  the  neck,  too,  is  less  rich  and  paler  towards  the  head.  The 
female  is  very  similar  to  that  of  T.  satyra, 

1345.  Tragopan  melanocephalnB.     The  Western  Horned  Pheasant. 

I'hasianus  melanocephalus,  Gray,  Griffith's  An,  Kingd..  Aves.  iii,  p.  29 

(182J)). 
Ceriomis  melanocphalay  Bl^thy  Cat.  p.  240 ;  Adams^  P.  Z,  S.  1858, 

p.  498  J  1859  p.  186  j  Jerdon,  B.  L  xii,  p.  517  j  Stoticska,  J.  A,  S.  B. 
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xxxviiy  pt.  2,  p.  67 ;  Htime,  K.  ^  E.  p.  522 ;  Hume  St  Marsh 
Game  B.  i,  p.  143,  pi. ;   Hume,  Cat  no.  800 ;   C  H  T.  MarshaU, 
Ihis,  1884,  p.  422 :  OaUs  im  Hume's  X.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  410. 
Tragopan  melanocephAlus,  Ogiloie  Grant,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxii,  p.  273. 

The  Simla  Homed  PheasoHty  Jerdon ;  Jetcar^  Jotcar,  Garhwal ;  Jat/hi 
Jtt/hi,  Bashahr ;  Sing-mondl^  II.  (N.W.  Himalayas) ;  Jigurana  S  > 
Bodal  $ ,  Kulu,  Mandi,  Suket ;  Falgur,  Chamba ;  Argus  of  European 
sportsmen. 

Coloration.  Male,  Head  black ;  occipital  crest- feat  hers  longer 
than  in  T,  satyra^  some  of  them  tipped  red ;  no  red  streaks  on  the 
sides  of  the  occiput ;  nape  and  neck  all  round  red,  deep  Indian  red 
behind,  brighter,  almost  Kcarlet  in  front ;  upper  parts  from  the 
neck  black,  vermiculated  with  whitish  buff  and  dotted  over  with 
white  ocelli ;  upper  tail-coverts  each  with  a  black  tip  and  a  largo 
subterminal  white  spot  that  passes  into  a  brown  patch  on  eacli 
side;  bend  of  wins^  Indian  red;  quills  black,  with  buff  vemiicu- 
lations  and  irregular  bars ;  tail  the  same,  the  buff  markings 
disappearing  towards  the  end ;  lower  surface  from  neck  black 
with  round  white  spots,  larger  behind,  basal  portion  of  feather:* 
deep  red  on  breast  and  upper  abdomen,  mottled  black  and  buff  on 
lower  abdomen  and  flanks. 

Females  differ  from  those  of  T.  tatyra  in  being  much  greyer  in 
colour,  and  in  the  pale  elongate  shaft-spots  of  the  lower  surface 
being  white  instead  of  buff,  and  well-defined  with  dark  brown 
borders. 

In  the  male,  bill  blackish,  irides  hazel-brown,  naked  orbits  bright 
red,  horns  pale  blue ;  the  gular  wattle  purple  in  the  middle, 
spotted  and  edged  with  pale  blue  and  fleshy  on  the  sides ;  h^gs 
and  feet  fleshy  (  Wilson).  In  the  female,  the  legs  and  feet  arn 
greyish  ashy  (Hume).  The  horns  and  lappets  shrivel  up  and 
almost  disappear  in  winter. 

Xiength  of  male  about  28  ;  tail  10'5 ;  wing  11 ;  tarsus  31  ; 
bill  from  gape  1*5.  Length  of  female  about  24  ;  tail  8  ; 
wiDg  9*5, 

JJtstribtUion,  The  Xorth- western  Himalayas  from  Garhwdl  to 
Hazara.  The  Eastern  limit,  according  to  Hume,  is  between  tht) 
Kilttor  and  Billing  Eivers  in  Native  Garhwal,  the  Western  is  easw 
of  the  Indus. 

HabitSf  ^47.  These  have  been  admirably  described  at  length  by 
Wilson  (*'  Mountaineer  "),  whose  notes  are  quoted  by  Jerdon  and 
Hume.  They  are  very  similar  to  those  of  T,  satyra.  This 
Homed  Pheasant  is  a  forest  bird,  feeding  chiefly  on  leaves  of 
trees  and  bamboos :  it  keeps  at  elevations  near  the  snow  in  summer, 
descending  lower,  in  winter,  and  has  a  bleating  call,  which,  how- 
ever, is  very  rarely  uttered  except  in  the  breeding-season.  Six 
eggs  were  found  in  a  rough  nest  of  grass  and  sticks  on  May  25rh, 
by  Capt.  Lautour,  when  shooting  in  Hazam ;  the  eggs  were  pale 
buff,  finely  and  minutely  freckled,  and  averaged  2*51  by  1'7« 
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134G.  Tragopan  Uythi.      The  Grey-helUed  Homed  Pheasant. 

Ceriomia  temmincki,  apud  Jerdon,  Ibis,  1870,  p.  147,  nee  Oray, 
Cerioniis  blythii,  Jerd(m.  P.  A.  S.  B.  1870,  p.  60 ;  Sclater,  P.  Z.  5. 

1870,  p.    163,  pi.  XV ;  Godw.'Afi^t.  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.   496;    id. 

J.  A.  S.  B.  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  172 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  Tii,  d.  472;  id.  Oat. 

no.  806  bis;  Hume  8f  Mar$h.  Game  B.  i,_p.  151,  pi. ;  Godw.-Auet. 

P.  Z.  S.  1879,  p.  457,  pi.  xxxix ;  Cran,  S.  F.  x,  p.  524 ;  Hwney  S.  F. 

xi,  p.  801. 
Tragopan  blythi,  Oyilvie  Grants  Cat  B,  M.  xxli,  p.  27G. 

Hur-huria,  Sanaaria,  ABsam  ;  Gmi^  Angami  Naga ;  Chingtho^  Knki. 

Coloration.  Male.  Forehead,  vertex,  lores,  a  band  through  the 
ear-coverts  behind  the  naked  side  of  the  head  continued  across 
the  throat,  and  joining  another  band  that  extends  round  the  nape, 
black:  broad  supercilia  meeting  behind  across  the  occiput  and 
neck  all  round,  with  upper  breast  and  bend  of  wing,  Indian  red  ; 
crest  short ;  feathers  of  upper  parts  black,  streaked  with  buff, 
each  with  a  subterminal  white  spot  shading  into  brown  ail  round, 
and  on  each  side  of  it  a  much  larger  deep  red  spot;  terminal 
portion  of  upper  tail-coverts  white,  shading  all  round  into  chestnut 
and  tinted  with  block  ;  quills  and  tail  as  in  T.  gatyra  ;  breast  and 
greater  part  of  abdomen  light  sepia  to  smoky  grej,  the  edges  of 
the  feathers  slightly  darker ;  flanks  passing  into  the  coloration  of 
the  back;  under  tail-coverts  smoky  grey,  edged  with  red  and 
tipped  with  black. 

Female  (as  described  by  ITume)  much  leas  grey  than  that  of 
T,  melanocephaltM,  and  distinguished  from  that  of  T.  eatyra  by 
being  blacker  and  less  ferruginous  on  the  upper  surface  and 
greyish  creamy  instead  of  ferruginous  buff  on  the  lower.  1  have 
not  been  able  to  examine  a  specimen,  but  young  males  are  more 
finely  vermiculated  on  the  upper  surface  than  either  of  the  other 
species,  and  have  no  black  blotches  at  all.  Young  males  have  at 
first  the  plumage  of  the  female,  and  gradually  assume  the  adult 
male  plumage ;  and  on  the  whole  it  is  most  probable  that  the 
bird  with  a  red  neck  figured  by  Godwin- Austen  as  a  female  must 
have  been  either  a  very  old  female  assuming  the  male  dress  or  a 
young  male. 

Bill  dusky ;  skin  of  face  and  throat  yellow,  more  or  less  mixed 
with  orange  and  emerald-green  at  the  lowest  part ;  it  is  bordered 
laterally  by  a  very  narrow  black  line  ;  legs  fleshy  (Jerdon),  Irides 
deep  brown,  orbital  skin  orange,  horns  azure,  lappets  brimstone 
tinged  with  blue ;  orbital  skin  in  female  light  brown  (Dam/nU). 

Wing  of  male  lOo;  tail  8;  tarsus  3*2;  bill  from  gape  1*4; 
wing  of  female  8*5  to  9.  The  length  of  the  male  is  said  by 
Dr.  Wood  to  be  30  inches,  but  this  appears  lai^e.  Skins  nreasure 
only  21  to  24. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  Naga  hills  south  of  Assam  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Paona  Peak  in  the  Burrail  range  on  the 
west  to  the  high  ranges  south-east  of  Sadiya,  and  as  far  south  as 
Manipur,  at  elevations  from  5000  to  10,000  feet  and  upwards  in 
summer.  Dr.  R.  Cran  wrote  to  '  Stray  Feathers '  that  a  speciuaen 
was  sent  to  him  from  the  Dafla  hills  north  of  Assam ;  but  the 
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Species  was  not  found  there  by  Godwin-Austen,  and  the  occurrence 
of  this  Pheasant  north  of  Assam  requires  coTifinnation. 

tfahita,  4"c-  Very  similar  to  those  of  other  species,  A  few 
iletails  are  given  by  Godwin- A  listen  (i.e.)  and  bv  l)r.  H.  8.  Wood 
in  the  'Asian'  (June  15th,  181)4,  p.  173).  The  food  is  said  to 
i-onsist  chiefly  of  berries,  and  the  bird  inhabits  high  forests  of 
oak  and  other  trees. 

Genus  ITEAGEITES.  Wagler,  1532. 

The  Blood  Pheasants  are  peculiar  to  the  higher  ranges  of  the 
Eastern  Himalayas,  Eastern  Tibet  and  the  neighbouriug  partii  of 
(-'hina.  They  resemble  the  typical  Pheasants  in  structure  and 
in  the  difference  of  coloration  between  the  seies,  tiie  female 
being  very  modestly  chid,  as  in  niost  Phe-asants,  whilst  the  males 
are  handsome  birds,  grey  above  and  apple-green  below. 

The  tarsus  is  longer  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw,  and  bears  two 
or  more  spurs  (sometimes  as  many  as  4  or  5)  in  males,  not  in 
females  :  the  bill  is  stout,  and  there  is  a  considerable  naked  area 
round  the  ey&  The  1st  primary  is  much  shorter  than  the  lOtb, 
the  5th  usually  longest;  the  tail,  of  14  featliers  and  slightly 
rounded,  is  about  -*  the  length  of  the  wing.  The  plumage  is  long 
and  soft,  and  the  teatbers  lanceolate,  and  there  is  a  full  but  not 
long  erest  on  the  crown. 

Three  species  are  known,  but  only  one  is  Indian. 

1347.  Ithagenes  cmentus.     T/it  Blood  Phwtant. 
Phasianus cnitntus,  Hnrdwicke,  Tr.  Lam.Soe.  liii.p.  537 (1822),  (f. 
Ithaginia  cruentus,  H'agl.  Im,  1832,  p.  12l*(i ;  Bliith,  Cat.  p.  241  ; 

Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  522 ;  Blaiif.  J.  A.  S.  B.  ili,  pt.  2,  p,  71. 
Itha^nea  cruentus,  Hume  ^  Stank.  Game  B.  i,  p,  \>i'>,  pi.  ;  Humr, 
Cat.  no.  807 ;  Scuily,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  343 ;  OgiUU  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M. 
ixii,  p.  268. 
Thr  Oreen  Blood  PAeiMfl/,   Jerdnn ;  Chiliinf,  Nepal  ;  fifim,   Bbot. ; 
Su-tnoHff,  Lepcb. 


Fig.  20.— Head  of/. 


Coloration.  Male.  Forehead,  lores,  and  a  band  ahote  and  below 
««ch  eye  black,  these  two  bands  often  mixed  with  crimson  where 
they  meet  behind  theeye ;  crown  buffj  white ;  upper  parts  from  the 
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nape  nlnty  grey,  with  white  sbaft-atripes  that  become  b 
blnck-edged  behind,  and  are  tjuged  with  green  on  llie  rump  and 
upper  luil-covert» ;  on  most  of  the  mediiin  and  major  wing-enveris, 
betiided  the  pale  eliaft'^tripe,  t)ie  tttnuinnl  portion  of  each  feather 
is  washed  with  green,  and  tbe  upper  lail-coverta  have  crimson 
lateral  edges;  quills  brown  uith  white  shafts,  tbe  BecondarifH 
with  white  sbaft-sti-ipee  and  haS  edges  ;  tail-feathers  white  at  the 
ends,  fiiindiug  into  dii»iky  brown  with  crimson  borders  towards  the 
base ;  chin,  throat,  and  lower  cheeks  crimson  ;  fore  neck  and  sides 
of  Deck  whili^h,  the  feathers  black  at  the  base  ;  breast  and  alxlo- 
men  to  tbe  ihighs  apple-greeii,  the  colour  deepest  on  the  edges  of 
the  feathers,  &  few  irregular  crimson  spots  on  the  upper  breast; 
lower  abdomen  and  fianlEH  like  the  lower  back ;  under  taii-coveits 
crimson,  tipped  with  greenish  white. 

Frmalr.  Brown,  finely  verraiculated  with  black;  lower  surface 
paler,  pale-Nhafted  and  more  rufous ;  occiput  and  nape  dark  tlaiy 
grey  ;  forehend,  sides  of  head,  chin,  and  throat  brownish  rufous  ; 
quills  dark  broun,  only  mottled  on  onter  weba  of  secondai-tes. 

Bill  black ;  cere,  gape,  legs,  feet,  and  spurs  red ;  irides  brown ; 
orbital  skin  scarlet  lo  orange-red. 

Length  of  male  about  18;  mil  B-75;  wing  8-5 :  tarsus  ii'75; 
bill  from  gape  -85.  I'emale  smaller  :  lenglli  17 ;  tail  5-75  ;  wing 
7'6 ;  tursus  ^'5. 

Dittrihvtiou.  Tbe  higher  ranges  of  the  Nepal,  Sikbim,  and  Bbii- 
tin  Himalayas,  at  elevations  of  10,000  to  14,UULi  feet.  NeiUier 
the  Eastern  nor  Western  limits  of  this  Pheasant  are  correctly 
known,  but  tbe  i-an^e  does  not  extend  to  Kuinaun. 

Hahiu,  ijv.  The  Blood  Pheasant  in  t^ihbim  inhabits  pine-forests, 
and  is  found  about  Se])tember  in  small  flocks,  doubt  less  families,  of 
10  to  15  birds,  males  and  females  in  about  equal  numbei's.  It  ia 
said  by  Hooker  to  feed  on  tbe  tops  of  pine  and  juniper,  and  tbe 
berries  of  the  latter,  but  those  killed  by  me  in  September  had  fed 
on  larious  leaves,  seeds,  small  fruits,  &c.,  not  on  conifers.  It  has 
a  peculiar  long  call,  Bomelbing  like  rhe  nqiieal  of  a  Kite,  and  also  s 
shorter  monosyllabic  alarm-note.  It  is  by  do  means  shy  and  is  very 
averse  to  flying.  Nothing  precise  is  known  of  the  breeding-habits 
except  thnt  Hooker  states  that  he  saw  the  young  in  May.  The 
spurs  appear  not  to  be  assumed  the  first  year  :  they  vary  greatly  in 
number.  Hooker  notices  that  he  has  seen  as  many  as  5  on  one 
leg,  and  4  on  the  other.  1  found  thene  Pheasants  fair  eating  in 
September,  but  according  to  Hooker  they  have  usually  a  strong 
flavour  of  turi>entine  derived  from  their  food. 

Genus  OPHRYfilA.  Bcuap.,  1S56. 

This  little-known  Himalayan  bird,  the  only  member  of  the 
genus,  is  difficult  to  classify.  It  haa  been  pliiced  with  the  Quailn 
or  with  RaUulvi,  but  it  does  not  ahow  much  resemblance  to  either. 
The  sexes  are  quite  dissimilar  and  ihe  plumage  is  long  and  l»x, 
with   the    feathers   somewhat    lanceolate.     The  tarsus  is  a  IJtllo 
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shorter  ihan  the  middle  toe  and  claw ;  the  hill  18  stout.  Tho  \M 
contains  10  feathers,  and  is  well  developed,  much  nniiultHK  and 
not  much  shorter  than  the  wing ;  the  1st  primary  is  shorter  tlmn 
the  10th ;  5th  or  6th  longest.  On  the  whole  this  hird  tHmu>N 
as  naturallj as  anywhere  where  Grant  has  placed  it,  with  thi»  Spur* 
fowls  and  Blood  Pheasants,  being  neither  partridge,  quuil,  nor 
pheasant. 

1348.  Ophrysia  snperciliosa.     Th<  Mountain  Quail, 

Kollulus superciliosuSy  Gray^  KhowbI.  Metwg.^  Ai^$^  yX,  xvi  (IKKJ). 
Ophrysia  superciliosa,  Bonuft.  C\  R,  xliii,  p.  414;  tlutnt^  S,  /•'.    vii, 

p.  434 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  827  bis ;  Hume  ^  Marsh,  (tame  li,  ii,  p.  1(K% 

pi. ;  Ogilvie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  *J*Mi. 
Malacortyx  superciliaris,  Blyth,  IbU,  ItiiM,  p.  *M'<\, 

Coloration.  Male.  Forehead  and  broad  su|)erciliary  Ntrijxf  whit.(«; 
sides  of  head,  chin  and  throat,  and  a  band  alx>V()  imch  whif« 
Bupercilium  black,  with  a  silky- white  spot  in  front  of  \\u*  «*yM  utiif 
another  behind  it,  and  a  whitish  band,  more  or  1<*hn  brok«*u  tind 
sometimes  indistinct,  running  back  from  beneath  tho  (ry«* ;  i'Y<tv,n 
pale  brownish  grey  with  black  sbaft-NtripHH ;  n<*arly  th«i  uIioIh 
upper  and  lower  plumage  dark  brownish  gn;y  with  blai-k  liiffni) 
margins  to  the  feathers;  lower  tail-covi^rtH  black,  tip|H'd  and 
spotted  on  both  webs  with  white;  quills  and  tail-hrathifr*  ximi'trm 
brown. 

Younger  males  hare  buff  mottling  on  the  vkin^«. 
Females  are  cinoamoD-brown  throu^rhout,  t\i**  nuU'U  of  th*'  hf-fi/i 
with  a  greyish  tinge,  a  small  vhite  ►|>*f<:k  U^fonr  ari'l  a  lat/tr  oim- 
behind  the  ere:  chin  and  throat  uhitii^h  :  M/trxf  of  tK«'  t'tov^ti    umi 
all  the  nape-feathers  »ith  bW-k  ^haft-^rjf>'*  that  j/**-^  i'i*o  inun 
golar  black  spots  bord*fr*-d  with  b:.i!  on  tf>*r  l/sj'k,  t^-u\/'/.>nK,  tu'.n\> 
and  upper  tail-corert*  :  winir-'-overt*.  lov^^r  l/a'  h.  r<jtt,\f  ar.O  »j(;j/'  » 
tail-coverts  much  mottl^rd  witL  tr^ff :  tyi.  .>  r^ro\*  n  !;»'/•»  i«  d  t*j')i  >/  ^rt 

> 

especnallyon  the  outer  «*-*j*:  xja^.-i^^-i^^r*.  '/.a/*:,  ii*o  t.»-'J  *-'f*  ^oW 
towanis  the  €*d£r«^^  and  »:tL  i/-5  crfj**>'*^yr»!  f*»-5iLf  ti*»- *;'.4j.''#  ,  »yf'i*-», 
abdotneiL,  and  low#-r  tiLi^-'.*o**-r*.«  psj-*-f  t;-a.r,  ♦?>;  '^;  ;>«'f  j/i*'*',  «*■'•' 
laneeolate  black  c:;i^>tft. 

Bin  ©OTal-rtd  in  tu*rlltal*r,  d-«'»r  f»;'i  .'.  •:.»  !*-Jj,i.^-      •«/«  'i  ..     f«'i 

Iieike:th    abmit    V  ;    *-tL.    ^:J:    n.*^   ->v,    ♦t^-^r    J  ;    v   .     ♦#'/!, 
few  gpeeimeiifr  w»f^  »»:*•/'.  .l  -^'-'     .'^<'   f.',  .''y,'^  *'.'f^    »//   y  ./ 


>. 


sooTtue,  between  ^^*,   aiiC  *J  ► »,  .^tr  c  f>  tr  .'^.  *>r<    !»•.'     « 


The  bird  is  extr*'ni*r '  rar*:.  a:.'  &•  ^r^**-  v.  ♦/*  '<**.  *j' *■  *^.'r-,f»    *.**  ♦/» 

to  tlie  yoptkj— W»:«»t  i^  i1k«.,42  i4^-  •  .*-**-^  r  *'j\'.  . -f  ^  .  f\.  IP" 
The  IcKiS^aoft  plUHAir*^  n.*?  .  .'..'-».»-  «:  .-  -a  .  ,..  r  '/  *  •//.'  «  ..  ii»  . 
Notilim^  was    dfUV-L  b^  •  .    ','•»•    '>^    '  •     "r     .  *-  >*    .:       •-*     /    »*»'..* 
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The  birds  near  Massooree  as  observed  bj  Hut  ton  and  others 
occurred  in  small  coveys  ol:  six  to  ten,  that  kept  to  high  grass  and 
scrub,  fed  on  seeds  of  grass,  were  difficult  to  flush,  and  had  a 
shrill  whistling  note  when  flushed.  Thev  appeared  to  arrive 
about  November,  but  in  one  case  stayed  as  late  as  June,  after 
which  they  disappeared. 

Genus  OALLOFERBIX,  Blyth,  1844. 

The  Spur-fowls,  as  they  are  commonly  called  in  India,  have  some- 
what the  appearance  of  Partridges,  to  which  they  approximate  in 
size,  but  the  longer  tail,  more  rounded  wings,  and  the  wide  differ- 
ence in  the  coloration  between  the  sexes  indicate  relationship  with 
the  Pheasants  and  Jungle-fowls. 

In  Galloperdix  the  tarsus  is  longer  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw, 
and  bears  two  or  three  spurs  in  the  male  (even  four  on  one  leg 
have  been  found  in  O,  fpndicea) ;  it  is  frequently  unarmed  in  the 
female,  but  sometimes  bears  one  spur  or  occasionally  two,  there 
being  generally  in  that  case"  two  spurs  on  one  leg,  one  on  the 
other.  The  1  st  primary  is  shorter  than  the  1 0th,  r)th  or  6th  generally 
longest.  The  tail,  of  14  feathers  and  considerably  rounded  at  the 
end,  is  two-thirds  or  more  than  two-thirds  as  long  as  the  wing. 
A  large  naked  space  around  the  eye. 

Thrt»e  species  are  known,  all  confined  to  India  and  Ceylon. 
None  occurs  east  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  or  west  of  the  Indus. 

• 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Two  or  three  spurs  on  each  tarsus. 

a.  Breast  chiefly  chestnut  or  rufous G.  spadtrea  cJ,  p.  107. 

b\  Breast  buft*  with  black  spots G,  hinuUita  <S ,  p.  108. 

r'.  Breast  chiefly  whit*j    6\  bivalcarata  (S , 

b.  No  spurs,  or  one  on  each  leg,  or  two  on  [p.  lO^i 

one  leg  and  one  on  the  othc^r. 
d\  Breast  chestnut,  with  black  tips  and 

feathers G.  fpadicea  J ,  p.  107. 

e\  Breast  ochreous  brown    G,  lunulata  g ,  p.  1C8. 

/*,  Breast  chestnut  without  black  tips  ....     O.  bicalcarata  Q , 

[p.  110. 

1349.  Oalloperdix  spadicea.    TIus  Red  Spur-fowl. 

Tetrao  spadiceus,  Gmel,  St/ft.  yat.  i,  pt  2,  p.  7/j9  (1788). 
Galloperdix  spadioeus,  lih/th,  Cat.  p.  241  ;  Jerdon^  B,  L  ill,  p.  541  ; 


Terry,  ibid.  p.  479 ;  Sanies,  liirdti  Bom,  p.  30^) ;  Gates  in  Mftme's 
y,  ir  £'  2na  ed.  iii,  p.  423 ;  Davidson ,  Juur,  Bom.  N.  H,  Soc,  vi, 
p.  340. 
Galloperdix  fpadicea.  Bluth,  7//m,  1807,  p.  157;  Blanf,  J.A.S.B. 
*xx\iii,  pt,  2,  p.  IW) ;  Oyiivie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  201. 
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tlo(i  jangi:  Mnrghi,  H.  Central  Prov.,  Belgaum,  4c. ;  (Aakotri, 
Kaialri,  Mahr.  (HThftdri  Runge) ;  KatUior,  Mshr.  (Daccan) ;  Sarrana 
Holi,  Tam. ;   Yerra-Eodi,  Jittq-Ki^i,  Tel. 

Ceiuralion.  Male.  Crown  dark  brown,  paler  and  greyer  on  the 
forehead  and  aides  of  head  and  all  round  the  neck  ;  chin  whiti«h  ; 
feathers  of  the  npper  back  and  sometimes  of  the  whole  hack  and 
ramp  L'ght  chestnut  with  grey  edges,  but  generally  all  the  upper 
parts  except  the  upper  back  are  closely  vermieulated  with  black 
and  rufuus  buff,  varying  occasionally  to  pale  buff  and  even  whitisl) 
ID  parts;  middle  tail-feathers  and  outer  margins  of  the  next  t«'o 


Fig.  SI.— Head  or  G.  ipad, 


or  three  pairs  and  oF  the  secondary  quills  the  snnie;  qutll»  dark 
brown  ;  tail-feathers  blackish  brown  ;  breast  and  upper  abdomen 
like  tbe  upper  back ;  lower  abdomen  and  thighs  brown :  under 
tail-coverts  rufous  brown,  vermieulated  like  the  lower  back. 
There  is  frequently  a  patch  of  feathers  in  the  middle  of  the 
breast  with  greyish-brown  centres. 

The  female  differs  in  having  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts 
black,  edged  and  rather  irregularly  barred  with  buif,  the  buff  Home- 
limes  predominating ;  the  feathers  of  the  fore  neck  are  black  w  ith 
huff  tips :  the  rest  of  the  lower  parts  as  in  tbe  male,  but  willi 
broken  and  irregular  black  tips  on  the  breast. 

The  race  from  Abu  and  tlie  neighbourhood  is  much  paler,  there 
is  less  vermiculatioQ  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  male,  and  the  female 
has  no  distinct  black  bars  on  the  feathers  of  the  back,  wing-coverU, 
tc.;  these  are  all  rufous  or  even  greyish  buff,  «'ith  black  vermicu- 
Ution  and  broken  intramarginal  streaks  to  the  feathers.  Skins  of 
females  from  Matheranand  Mahahleshwar.in  the  IlumeColli'Ction, 
though  richly  mfous,  not  pale  and  greyish  like  Abu  specimen*, 
have  the  same  markings,  whilst  Belmum  and  Gua  skins  are  like 
those  from  the  Nilgiris.  It  is  evident  that  the  Bombay  Pre^di'm-v 
bird  is  a  well-marked  and  peculiar  race,  and  might  l>e  callnt 
0.  tpadicea  var.  eaun'na. 

Bill  dusky  red  at  base,  homy  towards  the  tips  ;  ins  dull  yt-lbiv 
to  brown  ;  orbits  and  legs  red,  varying  in  tint. 

Length  of  male  about  14o:  tail  0;  wing  6-5;  tarsus  1-75; 
bill  from  gape  1.     Females  are  rather  less. 

DutriinUion.  Here  and  there  throughout  the  peninsula  of  India 
south  of  tbe  great  Indo-tiangelic  alluvial  plain,  almost  wherever 
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there  is  fairlj  thick  forest  on  hilly  or  broken  ground,  but  not  in 
open  or  cultivated  country  nor  in  alluvial  flats.  This  species  also 
occurs  at  the  foot  of  the  Himalayas  in  Oudh  throughout  a  con- 
siderable area.     It  is  unknown  except  in  India. 

Habits^  Sfc,  A  shy  bird,  often  solitary,  keeping  much  to  wooded 
ravines  near  water  and  to  bamboo-jungle.  It  is  rarely  seen  flying, 
except  into  a  tree  when  disturbed  on  the  ground,  and  it  is  said 
always  to  perch  at  night ;  it  runs  very  fast.  Its  food  consists  of 
small  fruit,  seeds,  and  insects  ;  it  runs  when  disturbed  or  flies  up 
with  a  harsh  cackle ;  the  call  of  the  male  is  described  by  Davisou 
as  partridge-like,  whilst  Jerdon  says  it  is  a  sort  of  crowing-cry 
imitated  by  the  Mahratta  name  Kokairi^  and  he  adds  that  the  call 
of  the  female  is  quite  fowl-like.  It  breeds  between  the  end  of 
February  and  June  according  to  locality,  and  perhaps  again  in 
October  and  November,  and  lays  from  4  to  7  eggs  (according  to 
Davidson  always  3  in  Kanara  and  Nasik),  buff  or  greyish  in  colour 
and  measuring  about  1*67  by  1*28,  in  a  slight  nest  of  grass  and 
leaves  on  the  ground.  At  the  proper  season,  the  cold  weather, 
Spur-fowl  are  excellent  eating  if  they  can  be  kept  a  few  davs 
before  being  cooked. 

1350.  Oalloperdiz  Innulata.    Tlie  Painted  Spur-fowL 


p.  189. 

Galloperdix  lunulatus,  Hume,  N.  SfE.  p.  633 ;  Ball,  S.F.  vii,  p.  i>2.>; 
Ifume  ijr  Marth,  Game  B,  i,  p.  255,  pi.;  Hume,  Cat.  no. 815  ;  Butler^ 
S.  F,  ix,  p.  422 ;  Davison,  S,  F.  x,  p.  410 ;  Battles,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  806  ;  Oafes  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  425. 

Galloperdix  lunulata,  Oyilvie  Grant,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxii,  p.  203. 

Kainjer,  Uriya;  Askol,  ()ri88a  and  Sirghboom :  Hutka,  Gond.  (Chdnda)  : 
KuUkoti,  Tarn. ;  JiUa  kodi,  Tel. 

Coloration.  Male,  Forehead  and  crown  black  glossed  with 
metallic  green,  each  feather  with  an  elongate  white  drop,  that  ha.s 
sonietimes  a  black  centre ;  sides  of  head  and  neck  all  round  blaik 
with  broader  white  subterminal  spots;  chin  buffy  white  with 
black  tips  to  feathers;  back,  rump,  and  wing-coverts  chestnut,  tlie 
feathers  tipped  with  white  black-edged  ocelli,  smaller  or  replaced 
by  small  black  tips  or  sometimes  wanting  on  the  lower  back  and 
rump :  scapulars  and  some  wing-coverts  metallic  green ;  quills 
dark  brown ;  upper  tail-coverts  and  tail  blackish  brown  with  a 
slight  green  gloss  ;  breast  and  upper  abdomen  buff,  with  triangular 
black  tips  to  each  feather;  lower  abdomen  and  flanks  chestnut, 
with  white  black-edged  spots ;  under  tail-coverts  chestnut  mixed 
with  black. 

Female.  Crown  black,  with  chestnut  shaft-stripes  ;  forehead, 
supercilia,  and  sides  of  head  dark  chestnut  ;  chin  and  throat 
cheatuut  mixed  with  buff,  the  latter  prevailing  on  the  chin  and 
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an  a  moustachial  stripe  from  the  gape ;  body  and  wings,  including 

quills,  dark   brown  with  an  olive  tinge,  |MUer  and  yellov^er  or 

rufescent  on  the  breast ;  tail  blackish  brown. 
Bill  bhickish ;  irides  red-brown,  orbits  red ;  legs  homy  brown. 
Length  of  male  about  12-5  ;  toil  5 ;  wing  6  ;  tarsus  1*75  ;   bill 

from  gape  '8.    Females  a  little  smaller. 

Distribution,  This  Spur-fowl  occurs  in  parts  of  the  area  inhabited 
by  G.  spadicfd,  but  does  not  range  so  far  to  the  west  or  north.  It 
i«*  met  with  in  Western  and  South-western  Bengal,  Orissa,  Chutia 
Xagpur,  Chhattisgarh,  and  locally  throughout  the  hills  of  Bundel- 
eund  and  the  Central  Provinces  as  far  west  as  Jhansi,  Lalitpur, 
and  Ellichpur  west  of  Nagpur,  and  iu  many  of  the  hilly  and 
jungly  tracts  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  as  on  the  eastern  base  of 
the  Xilgiris;  but  it  is  not  known  to  occur  in  the  Bombay  Presidency 
north  of  Belgaum,  nor  anywhere  north  of  the  Ganges,  nor  in 
JTorth-western  India  (the  localities  Nepal  and  N.W.  India  in  the 
British  Museum  Catalogue  are  probably  due  to  some  mbtake). 
It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  observed  on  the  Malabar  coast. 

Habits,  ^T.  Very  similar  to  those  of  O,  spadic^a,  except  that  the 
Painted  Spur-fowl  keeps  more  to  rocky  hills.  As  noticed  by 
several  writers,  this  bird  is  most  generally  seen  when  the  hills  of 
^^nitoid  gneiss,  so  common  in  parts  of  India,  are  being  beaten 
for  large  game.  It  breeds  from  March  to  May,  laying  not  more 
than  five  eggs  'tn  a  slight  hollow  in  the  ground.  Tlie  eggs  are  glossy, 
pale  greyish-brown  in  colour,  and  measure  about  1*02  by  1-11. 

1351.  Galloperdix  bicalcarata.    The  Cfylon  Spur-fowl. 

Perdix  bicalparatiw,  Penn.  Inti.  Zool.  p.  40,  pi.  vii  (1769). 

Perdix  zeylonensis,  Gmel.  5y»f.  Nat,  i,  pt.  2,  p.  759  (1788). 

Galloperdix  zeylonensi?,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  ^41;  Mume^  N,  (Sf  E.  p.  53-5. 

Galloperdix  bicalcarata,  Layard,  A.Af.N.If.  (2)  xiv,p.  105;  £li/th^ 
Ibis,  1867,  p.  308 :  Ilofdsworth,  P.  Z,  S.  1872,  p.  469 ;  Hume,  S.  F. 
>ii.  pis.  4:30,  453 :  id.  Cat.  no.  815  bis ;  Hume  4*  Marsh.  Game 
B,  i,  p.  261,  pi. ;  Legge^  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  741,  pi.  xxxiii ;  Oates  in 
Humes  N.  ^  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  426 ;  OgUcie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M, 
xxii,  p.  264. 

Haban-Kukula,  Saban-KukuJaf  Cing. 

Colcralion.  Male,  Forehead,  crown,  nape,  hind  neck  and  sides 
of  neck,  upper  back,  sides  of  breast  and  flanks  blai*k  with  white 
Rhaft-stripes,  narrow  on  the  head,  broad  on  the  flanks ;  inter- 
Mapulars,  scapulars,  and  wing-covert«  the  same,  but  with  the  sides 
of  the  feathers  chestnut,  vermiculated  with  black,  and  the  white 
shaft-stripes  represented  on  the  wing-coverts  by  subterminal  pear- 
shaped  spots  ;  lower  back  and  rump  chestnut,  finely  vermiculated 
with  black ;  quills  dark  brown,  secondaries  mottled  with  chestnut  on 
outer  webs  ;  tertiaries  throughout,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail  black ; 
Pides  of  bead  and  throat  whit-e,  feathers  edged  with  black,  chin  pure 
white  ;  lower  parts  to  mid-abdomen  white ;  feathers  of  fore  neck 
and  sometimes  of  breast  with  black  edges,  broader  towards  the  sides 
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of  tlie  breast ;  lower  abdomen  and  lower  tail-coverts  blackish  brown 
with  white  or  buS  tenninal  spots. 

Female.  Crown  blackish  brown,  forehead  and  sides  of  head  brown 
with  pale  centres  to  the  feathers,  chin  whitish  ;  body  above  and 
below  and  outer  surface  of  wings  dull  chestnut,  vermiculated  with 
black  except  on  the  breast ;  quills  and  tail  as  in  the  male  ;  upper 
tail-coverts  like  rump  but  darker. 

Bill,  legs,  feet,  and  naked  skin  round  eyes  red ;  irides  brownish 
yellow  or  brownish  red  (Legge), 

Length  of  male  about  13*5 ;  tail  4*5 ;  wing  6*5 ;  tarsus  2-1 ; 
bill  from  gape  1.     Females  are  smaller  :  wing  0. 

Diatribution,  Peculiar  to  Ceylon,  and  not  found  in  the  dry 
northern  portion  of  the  island. 

Ilctbits,  4"^.  Very  similar  to  those  of  the  last  two  species.  This 
also  is  a  shy  bird,  rarely  seen  outside  the  forest  except  in  the 
early  morning,  and  generally  making  its  presence  known  early  and 
late  by  its  cackling  call.  It  breeds,  accorditig  to  Legge,  from 
April  to  August,  and  lays  usually  about  four  cream-coloured  eggs, 
measuring  on  an  average  1*5  by  1*14. 

Genus  BAHBUSICOLA,  Gould,  1862. 

The  relations  of  the  present  genus  are  not  very  clear.  The  only 
species  that  occurs  within  our  area  approaches  '  Arboricola  in 
coloration,  but  the  structure  is  very  different  and  resembles  that 
of  Galloperdix.  The  claws  are  of  moderate  length  and  curved ; 
the  tarsus  is  considerably  longer  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw. 
The  tail,  of  14  feathers,  is  more  than  three-quarters  the  length  of 
the  wing,  and  is  distinctly  graduated,  the  outer  feathers  being 
about  two-thirds  the  length  of  the  middle  pair.  The  wing  is  of 
the  pheasant  type  and  greatly  rounded,  the  1st  primary  much 
shorter  than  the  10th,  5th  usually  longest.  The  males  and  some- 
times the  females  have  a  spur  on  each  tarsus.     Sexes  alike. 

Three  species  are  known — one  from  Formosa,  one  from  Southern 
China,  and  the  third  from  the  hills  of  Northern  Burma  and 
Assam. 

1352.  Bamboflicola  fytellii     The  JVestem  Bamhoo-Partriihje. 

BambuNcola  fytchii,  Andi^rwrn,  1\  Z.S.lSll^  p.  214,  pi.  xi ;  Blyth^ 
Birds  Burm,  p.  151 ;  Hume,  S.  I\  v,  p.  4lKi ;  Anderson,  Yunntin 
Kvped.,  Aves,  p.  673,  pi.  liv  ;  Hume  if  Marsh,  Game  B,  ii,  p.  97, 
pi. ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  826  quint,  j  id,  S.  F,  xi,  p.  308 ;  OyHvie 
Grant,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  257. 

Bambusicola  hopkinsoni,  Godw.-Aust.  P,  Z,  S.  1874,  p.  44;  id. 
J.  A,  S.  B.  xliii,  pt.  2.  p.  172  ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  309. 

Coloration,  Lores  and  sides  of  face,  including  a  broad  superciliary 
band,  chin  and  throat  rufous  buff ;  band  from  eve  beneath  the 
supcrcilium  and  including  ear-coverts  dark  rufous  brown  or  in 
some  males  black  ;  crown  and  nape  dark  rufous  brown  ;  hind  neck 
and  upper  back  greyish  brown,  each  feather  Mith  a  broad  median 
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chestuut  stripe ;  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  most  of  the  secondary 
coFerts  each  having  a  large  subterminal  chestnut  patch,  becoming 
black  towards  the  end,  and  a  whitish-buff  margin ;  lower  back, 
rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  brown,  vermicalated  with  buff  and 
with  a  few  black  spots ;  primaries  and  their  coverts  rufous,  browner 
towards  the  tips  ;  secondary  quills  and  tail-feathers  rufous  brown 
irregularly  barred  with  buff,  especially  on  the  outer  webs  ;  upper 
breast  dull  chestnut,  the  sides  of  the  feathers  greyish  brown  with 
white  spots  ;  rest  of  lower  parts  buff,  the  sides  of  the  lower  breast 
(and  sometimes  the  middle  also),  the  flanks,  and  frequently  the 
lower  tail-coverts  with  large  black  heart-shaped  subterminal  spots. 

Bill  brown ;  irides  orange-hazel ;  legs  and  feet  grey  or  greenish 
grey  {Hume). 

Lens^h  about  14  inches  ;  tail  4-8  ;  wing  6  ;  tarsus  1*8  ;  bill  from 
gape  -9. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  Garo,  Khdsi,  Naga,  and  other  parts 
of  the  Assam  hills  south  of  the  Brahmaputra,  ranging  through 
Manipur  to  the  Xakbyeng  hills  between  Upper  Burma  and 
Yunnan. 

Hitbits^  4'c.  A  shy  bird,  inhabiting  forest  jungle  and  high  grass. 
The  call  is  said  to  be  loud  and  harsh,  quite  different  from  the  soft 
whistle  of  Arhoricola.  Otherwise  the  habits  are  somewhat  similar. 
The  breedine:-season,  according  to  Captain  Cock's  note  in  Hume 
and  Marshall's  '  Game  Birds,'  is  in  May  and  June,  but  the  eggs  have 
not  been  found. 

Genus  BOLLULUS,  Bonn.,  1790. 

This  very  peculiarly  coloured  genus  contains  but  a  single  species, 
distinguished  by  its  green  coloration,  which,  however,  is  very 
different  in  the  two  sexes,  by  a  thick  occipital  crest  of  red,  very 
loose-textured  hair-Hke  feathers,  covering  the  occiput  in  the  male, 
and  by  a  tuft  of  hair-Hke  bristles  from  the  middle  of  the  forehead 
in  both  sexes.  The  tarsus  is  longer  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw, 
the  claws  are  of  moderate  size,  that  of  the  hind  toe  rudimentary 
or  wanting.  The  tail  is  of  12  soft  feathers,  rounded  and  less  than 
half  the  length  of  the  wing,  in  which  the  1st  primary  is  about  equal 
to  the  loth  and  the  4th  and  5th  are  longest. 

1353.  EoUnllLS  ronlroul.     The  Green  Wood-Quail, 

Phasianus  roulroul,  Scop.  Del.  Ftor.et  Faun,  Insub.  ii,  p.  93  0786). 
Phasiaous  cristatus,  Sparrm,  Mus.  Carls,  fesc.  iii.  no.  64  (1788). 
Perdix  coronata.  Lath.  Suppl.  Ind.  Om.  p.  Ixii  (1801). 
RoUulus  cristatus,  Bfyth,  Cat.  p.  253  ;   Blyth  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burm. 

.p.  151. 
RoUulus  roulroul,  Walden,  Ibis,  1872,  p.  382  ;  Hume  ^-  Dav.  S.  F. 

vi,  p.  448 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  831  ter ;  Huttie  <$•  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii, 

p.  103,  pi. ;  Gates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  330 ;  Of/iloie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M. 

xxii,  p.  225. 

Coloration.  Male.  Crest  coppery  to  purplish  red  ;  a  broad  white 
band  in  front  across  the  vertex ;  remainder  of  head  aud  neck,  with 
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the  frontal  tuft,  black ;  upper  parts,  except  wings,  dpep  gi*eeii, 
changiug  to  steel-blue;  smaller  wing-cov^rts  rufous  brown,  the 
greater  coverts  and  quills  dark  brown,  mottled  with  rufous  on  the 
outer  webs  ;  tail  black ;  lower  parts  black  with  a  dark  bluish  or 
green  gloss. 

In  the  female  the  crest  is  rudimentary  and  slaty  grey  like  the 
whole  of  the  head  and  neck ;  the  body  above  and  below  grass-green, 
paler  and  tinged  with  grey  on  the  abdomen ;  scapulars  and  smaller 
wing-coverts  chestnut ;  median  and  greater  coverts  palter  rufous 
with  blackish  cross-bars ;  quills  and  tail  as  in  the  male. 

Bill  black,  the  basal  portion  scarlet  in  the  male ;  irides  slaty  prey 
in  males,  deep  brown  in  females  ;  facial  skin,  eyelids,  legs  and  feet 
bright  red,  scarlet  in  males  (Davison). 

Length  of  a  male  about  11;  tail  2*5;  wing  5'5 ;  tarsus  1*7; 
bill  from  gape  '9.     Females  are  a  little  smaller. 

Distribution,  The  Malay  Peninsula,  extending  north  into  the 
southern  parts  of  Tenasserim  near  the  Pakchan  river,  also  into 
8iam,  Sumatra,  Java,  and  Borneo. 

J  faints,  ^c,  A  forest  bird  found  in  small  parties  of  six  or  eight 
or  more,  males  and  females,  and  living  on  berries,  seeds,  tender 
shoots,  leaves,  and  insects.  The  note  is  a  soft,  low,  mellow  whistle. 
The  eggs  do  not  appear  to  have  been  described.  . 

Genus  EZCALFACTOEIA,  Bonap.,  1856. 

This  genus  is  scarcely  separable  from  Coturnir,  which  the  female 
closely  resembles.  The  sexes,  however,  differ  much  in  their 
lower  plumage,  and  the  cock  is  a  much  handsomer  bird  than  the 
true  Quails.  The  wing  is  slightly  more  rounded  than  in  Coturnix^ 
the  1st  primary  being,  as  a  rule,  rather  shorter  than  the  sei*ond, 
and  there  are  only  8  short  tail-feathers  entirely  hidden  by  the 
upper  coverts. 

This  genus  inhabits  the  Oriental  region,  Australia  and  Africa. 
Of  the  three  recorded  species  one  is  found  in  India. 

1354.  Excalfactoria  duneiiBis.    The  Blue-lreasted  Quail, 

Tetrao  chinensis,  Linn,  Sf/st,  Nat.  i,  p.  277  (1766). 

Coturnix  chinensis,  Biyth,  Cat.   p.  2o5  ;    Legye,  Birds    Ceylon^ 

p.  75/5. 
Excalfactoria  chinensis,  Bonap,  C.  R,  xlii,  p.  881 ;  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii, 


ii,  p.  161 ;  Laird  *  Bidie,  S,  F,  ix,  p.  208;  Hume  ^  Inglis,  ibid. 
p.  258 ;  But/ery  ibid,  p.  42^ ;  Heid,  S.  F,  x,  p.  a3 ;  TFeftden,  ibid, 
p.  165  ;  Davison^  ibid,  p.  412 ;  Oaf^s^  B.  B.  ii,  p.  8^4  ;  Jfmne,  &  /'. 
xi,  p.  310  :  Oatfs  in  Hunies  N,  4*  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  448 ;  Ogihie 
Grant,  Cat.  B,M,  xxii,  p.  250. 
Excalfactoria  sinensis,  Unmt  8(  Dav,  S.  F,  vi,  p.  447;  Bingham^  S,  F. 
ix,  p.  196. 

Khair-butai,  Kaneli,  Nepal ;  Gobal-^utai,  Oudh  ;  Ngan,  Burma;  Pan^ 
dura-watuwa,  WeneUa-wutuwa,  Cing. 
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Coloration.  Utah.  Upper  parts  brown,  wilii  VLTiniuulations  and 
Molchea  of  block ;  except  in  verv  old  bird^,  there  is  a  narrow 
nbitisb  median  streak  on  the  crown  and  nape,  and  the  feathers  of 
The  hack  and  rump  have  conspicuous  buff  sbaft-lJQea,  lirooder  on 
the  latter,  but  all  these  pale  markings  disappear  f;radually  with 
age,  and  the  brown  becomes  tinged  with  dHrk  bluish  fjrey  on  the 
forehead,  sides  of  the  crown,  wing-coverts,  and  upjier  tail-covertH  : 
eome  of  the  medi:in  and  larger  secondary  coverts  Bre  broadly  edged 
eiteraally  with  chestnut,  but  this  character  appears  sometimes 
ninting  ;  quills  hrowD  ;  tail-feathers  slaty  blue,  more  or  le»H 
broadly  edaed  with  chestnut,  entirely  chestnut  in  old  birds ; 
fides  of  head   slaty  grey,  browner  in  young  birds  ;    lower  cheeks, 

'^^^ 

Fig.  ±>.-irpad  of  K.  ch;„>n,i>.  ^.     \. 

chin, and  throat  black,  enclosing  on  each  ^ide  a  nhitA  ch''<'k-Hl ri|».>, 
broader  behind,  from  the  b-jse  of  the  Iow.t  mandible  :  fore  n'-i'k 
white,  edged  behind  with  black  running  up  on  *«ch  sid<:,  growing 
narrow  and  terminating  close  to  the  ear-coverts;  u|i|..'r  bri-ast, 
sides  of  breast,  and  flanks  slaty  blui'li  grf-y,  r<'maindir  of  lower 
partJt  ehestnnt.  In  old  birds  the  th^sinnt  area  is  lar^jcr  and 
occupies  the  greater  part  of  the  brea*t  anil  flanks. 

FaanUt  resemble  young  males  abrtie,  but  ihe  scapular"  and 
wing-cOTerts  are  more  dintincliy  barr^  4t-ith  bliu^k,  aiid  liie  whiti."fi 
mediaa  crown-stripe  and  the  9baft-«itrip«:s  on  the  hick  arc  con- 
spicuous at  all  a^  :  foivhead.  ■*up^rHlia,  and  *id»-4  rti  h«ad  nif'.m 
buff;  ear-coverts  browner ;  tbin  and  thr')at  »hifi-'n  ;  r.--l  of  Ioj't 
parts  bofti  rjfous  on  the  for;  ne<;k  and  barrwl  with  bla/k  on  rlie 
breast  »nd  flanks,  ihe  bors  growing  Jamiftr  »irh  a^'e;  lail  hr').*n, 
with  black  and  boff  marking. 

Bill  Wack,  plumh-w  b^n^a-h:  iHd-*  m.n«.n  in  t\>,  mil*, 
brown  ID  female*  and  vi>t;n3 :  lrt:i  bni'ht  t':[)'.i».  d.-iai   Kr'.'ir.iir> 

Length  abont  h'>-  tail  I;  win^i*-7-»;  U^r'r.x  ■-.'.;  f,ii:  fr-jT-n 
gape -5. 

DutrSnttiiut.  In  Ifiiia  zn\*  «^'i.i:L  !■*  w.mmon  in  ft^nral  *r.d  r%'.y-t 
throogfioat  the  pl»ins  nrar  th>;  ha.^^  <'>f  rhe  ffin-t:)U''iH  xrtA  in  't>*. 
lower  range*  is  faf  ""^i:  rw  Ihi*  ri'-i;'.b'-iorhf«-a1  '•(  '*ir,->:.».  It.  n'lii, 
ocrars  sporadKally  inr'v\-zhnm  Ur..—x.  (huri^  .V*;--..ii-,  arid  ft.': 
Central  Pro»in";es  eant  of  ahwiiir  "!"'"  iL  'if,r,^.,  ami  ir,  hw  i-.*^ri  rf..r. 

C'amatie.  by  C^pt.  Bidws  in  *  'o:nut>i>'.r.  ar,.l  h?  .Vtr,  K.  ^ '■r„:<-'n 

TOU  IT.  t 
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near  Poona  and  Bombay),  but  ifc  appears  not  to  hare  been  observed 
on  the  Malabar  coast  south  of  Bombay,  and  it  is  unknown  in  the 
dry  regions  of  North-western  India.  It  is  pretty  common  in 
Western  and  Southern  Ceylon,  and  in  Eastern  Bengal,  Assam, 
Sylhet,  Cacbar,  Manipur,  and  in  parts  of  Burma,  especially  in  the 
plains  of  Pegu,  and  it  is  found  throughout  Southern  China  and 
South-eastern  Asia  generally  ;  whilst  a  closely  allied  race  inhabits 
the  Malay  Archipelago  and  Australia.  In  the  Sub-Himalayan 
tracts  and  in  Pegu  this  species  is  said  to  occur  chiefly  in  the 
rainy  season,  whilst  in  Lower  Bengal  it  is  found  principally  in 
the  cold  weather. 

Habits,  ^'c.  This,  like  other  Quails,  is  generally  found  in  grass, 
singly  or  in  pairs.  It  keeps  to  open,  rather  swampy  ground,  and 
is  often  to  be  met  with  around  paddy  fields.  Its  note  is  a  low 
double  whistle.  Its  food  consists  chiefly  of  grass-seeds.  This 
species  breeds  in  Northern  India,  Bengal,  and  Pegu  from  the  latter 
end  of  June  to  the  middle  of  August,  and  lars  from  4  to  6 
olivaceous  drab  eggs,  generally  minutely  speckled,  and  measuring 
about  *98  by  '76,  in  a  small  hollow  ou  the  ground  amidst  short 
gross. 

Genus  COTVBNIX,  Bonn.,  17^0. 

The  true  Quails  are  birds  of  small  size  and  peculiar  plumage, 
with  conspicuous  whitish  longitudinal  streaks  on  thp  back.  Unlike 
the  Phasianido'  in  general,  some  of  the  Quails  are  migratory.  The 
wing  is  much  longer  and  more  pointed  than  in  Partridges,  the  Ist 
primary  being  as  long  as  the  2nd  or  slightly  longer.  The  tail  is 
of  10  or  12  feathers,  and  less  than  half  as  long  as  the  wing.  The 
bill  is  small  and  rather  slender ;  the  tarsus  bears  no  spur  in  either 
sex,  and  is  rather  longer  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw ;  the  claws 
an>  all  of  moderate  size.     The  sexes  differ  slightly  in  plumage. 

The  genus  Cotvrnix  comprises  six  species,  and  is  found  through- 
out the  Eii^tern  hemisphere,  including  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
Two  sjxjcies  are  Indian. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Outer  webs  of  primaries  barred  with  bufl' .  .      C.  communis^  p.  114. 
ff.  Primaries  without  bora C.  coromandeltca,  p.  110. 

1355.  Cotnmiz  commimifl.     The  Common  or  Grey  Quail, 

Tetrao  cotamix,  Linn,  Sy$t.  Nat.  i,  p.  278. 

Cotumix  conmiuniH,  Bonn.  Tabl.  JCncycL  Meth,  i,  p.  217,  pi.  90 
(171K))  ;  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  ^M ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  680;  Stoliczka, 
J.  A.  S.  li.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  09;  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  250;  Godtrm- 
Austen,  ibid.  p.  142;  Hume,  N.  <J-  E.  p.  549;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  227 ; 
Blyth  «$•  Wald.  Birds  Burm,  p.  151 :  Butter,  S.  F.  iv.  p.  7 ;  ix, 
p.  4-28;  Fftirbank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  202;  Daviditm  ^  Wend.  S.  F.  vii, 
p.  87  ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  220 ;  Cripp$,  ibid.  p.  298  ;  Hume  8f  Marsh. 
O^m^  B,  ii.  p.  13.%  pi.;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  8i^;  Scully,  S.  F.  viii, 
p.  350;   Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  70;   Davison,  S.  F,  x,  p.  411;   Oates, 
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1?.  2?.  ii,  p.  3.J1  ;   Barnes^  Birds  Bom.  p.  .315 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi, 
p.  .30&>;   St.  John,  Ibis,  1689,  p.  175;    Gates  in  Hunws  N.  ^  E, 
2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  443. 
Coturnix  cotumix,  Ogilvie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  231. 

7^^  Large  Grey  Quail,  Jerdon ;  Bater,  Barn  Bater,  Gagus  baiter,  H., 
rpper  India;  Batairo,  Sind;  Bafri,  Beng.;  Gundri,  Ihiyti;  'Soipol, 
Manipur ;  Botah  Swrai,  Assam ;  Ngon,  Burm. ;  Bm^anja,  Gur-ganj, 
Poojia,&c.;  ^Nr/iy  Bel<^um ;  Gogari-gellaehi,  Tel. ;  Pena-ka'deh,Ttim.i 
Sipale  kaki.  Can.  (Mysore). 

Coloration.  Male,  Feathers  of  crown  black  with  broad  brown 
edges ;  median  coronal  streak  and  broad  supcrcilia  pale  buff ;  a 
dark  brown  stripe  from  the  gape ;  ear-coverts  browu,  rest  of  sides 
of  head  white  speckled  with  dark  brown ;  back,  rump,  and  upper 
tail-coverts  light  brown,  with  fusiform  buffy-white  shaft-stripes 
and  black  blotches,  the  latter  crossed  by  rufous  bars ;  scapulars 
and  wing-coverts  also  brown,  with  narrow  pale  shaft-lines  and  buff 
transverse  bars ;  quills  brown,  the  first  primary  with  a  whitish 
outer  border,  the  other  primaries  and  secondaries  barred  on  the 
outer  web  with  rufous ;  the  bars  on  the  secondaries  dark-edged ; 
tail  blackish  brown,  with  pale  buff  sbaft-8tri})es  and  transverse 
bars ;  throat  and  fore  neck  whitish,  with  a  blackish  anchor-shaped 
mark  consisting  of  a  broad  median  band  and  a  narrower  cross  stripe 
curving  upwards  on  each  side  to  the  ear-coverts  ;  the  median  baud 
varies  greatly  in  breadth,  and  sometimes  covers  the  throat ;  breast 
rufous-buff,  paler  or  darker,  with  pale  shalt-stripes,  the  anterior 
border  with  a  broken  gorget  of  blackish- brown  spots ;  the  rufous 
passes  on  the  lower  breast  into  the  whitish  buff  of  the  abdomen 
and  lower  tail-coverts;  flanks  brown,  with  broad  whiti:<h  shaft- 
stripes  and  blackish  spots. 

The  female  wants  the  black  marks  on  the  throat,  and  the  breast 
Is  more  or  less  spotted  with  black,  except  in  a  few  individuals, 
probably  very  old  birds.  In  young  birds  of  both  seies  the  breast 
is  thickly  spotted  with  black  or  blackish  brown. 

Bill  horny  brown  ;  irides  yellow- brown ;  legs  pale  f\es\\y (Jerdon). 

Length  about  8;  tail  l'7o;  wing  4-25;  tarsus  1-1 ;  bill  from 
gape  '6. 

Distribution.  A  migratory  bird,  visiting  the  greater  part  of  our 
area,  except  Ceylon  and  Tenasserim,  in  winter.  It  is  more 
abandant  in  Northern  than  in  Southern  India,  and  is  of  raro 
occarrence  in  Burma.  Beyond  Indian  limits,  the  Common  Quail 
is  found  almost  throughout  Europe  and  Africa,  and  in  Asia  except 
in  the  south-eastern  parts. 

Habits^  Sfc.  The  Grey  Quail  arrive  in  Northern  India  from 
Central  Asia  in  September,  but  are  not  usually  seen  in  the  Deccau 
or  Bengal  before  October.  Occasionally  some,  even  large  partien, 
arriye  in  Sind,  Cutch,  and  Quzerat  from  the  latter  end  of  August  till 
December,  coming  from  the  seaward,  probably  from  Arabia.  The 
majority,  as  a  rule,  leave  the  north  of  India  in  December  and 
Jaiiuary  for  the  south,  returning  and  at  times  abounding  in  the 
ripening  wheat-  and  barley-fields  of  the  North-west  Provinces, 
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Sind,  and  the  Punjab  id  March  and  April,  and  finally  migrating 
northward  in  the  latter  month  or  May.  A  few,  however,  remain 
and  breed  in  India,  and  nests  have  been  taken  not  only  in  Northern 
India  but  at  Furneah  in  Bengal,  Hoshangabad  in  the  Central 
Provinces,  and  even  Satdra  in  the  Bombay  Deccan.  They  lay 
from  6  or  7  to  10  buff  eggs  speckled  with  brown,  in  a  hollow 
on  the  ground  amongst  grass.  The  eggs  measure  about  1*18 
by -89. 

The  call  of  the  male  Quail,  often  heard,  and  especially  in  spring, 
is  a  long  whistling  note  followed  by  two  shorter  notes ;  hence  the 
name  dactylisonans,  applied  to  the  species  by  several  writers. 
Except  just  after  the  breeding-season  these  birds  are  found  singly 
or  in  twos  or  threes,  not  in  bevies  or  coveys.  Their  food  consists 
chiefly  of  grain  and  seeds.  Their  flight  is  rapid,  close  to  the 
ground,  and  yery  straight.  Quails  are  often  found  in  large 
numbers  in  Northern  India,  and  afford  excellent  sport  for  the 
gun.  They  are  caught  by  natives  in  nets,  and  are  kept  alive,  the 
males  for  fighting,  and  both  sexes  for  food.  They  are,  as  is  well 
known,  delicious  eating. 

Cjaponica  is  an  Eastern  race  of  C,  commtmi's,  inhabiting  Japan 
and  China.  The  adult  male  has  the  sides  of  the  head,  chin,  and 
throat  dull  vinous-red  without  black  marks  ;  the  female  and  young 
male  have  the  feathers  of  the  throat  and  chin  elongate  and  lanceo- 
late, especially  those  on  the  sides  of  the  throat.  In  the  British 
Museum  Catalogue  this  form  is,  apparently  with  justice,  classed  as 
a  separate  species,  and  two  skins  of  females — one  from  Bhutan, 
the  other  from  Karennee,  are  referred  to  it.  Neither,  however, 
is  a  characteristic  Fpecimen,  and  as  intermediate  forms  are  not 
uncommon,  it  may  be  well  to  await  the  discovery  of  males  before 
including  Cjaponica  in  the  Indian  fauna. 

1356.  Cotumiz  coromandelica.     The  Blacl'-lreasUd  or 

Hain  Quail. 

Tetrao  coromandelicus,  Gmel.  St/st,  Kaf.  i,  pt.  2,  p.  764  (1786). 

Coturnix  commandelica,  Bonn.  Tabl.  Encycl.  Meth.  i,  p.  221  (1790) ; 
Blythy  Cat  p.  255;  Jerdon,  B,  I.  iii,  p.  588;  Humey  N,  ^  i\ 
p.  560;  id.  iS.  F.  i,  pp.  ]36,  227  :  Adam^  ibid.  p.  303;  OateSy  S.  F. 
lii,  p.  178;  Blyth  4"  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  161 ;  BtUler,  S.  F.  iv, 
p.  7;  v,  p.  231;  ix,  p.  423:  i?o//,  ^.  i''.  vii,  p.  220 ;  Cripps,  ibid. 
p.  298;  Hume  &-  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  lol,  pi.;  Hume,  Cat. 
110.  830 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  76 ;  Beid^  S.  F.  x,  p.  68;  Danson, 
ibid.  p.  411 ;  OateSj  B.  ^.  li,  p.  333 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  316 ; 
Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  j>.  310;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii, 
p.  444 ;  Ogilrie  Giants  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  241. 

Most  of  the  names  used  for  C.  communis  are  applied  also  to  this  species 
by  natives  of  India.  The  following  r.re  peculiar  to  the  present  form  : — 
Chinna  Bater,  II. ;  Chdnac,  Nepal ;  Kade^  Tam. ;  Chinna  YeUichi,  Tel. 

Coloration.  Very  similar  to  that  of  C.  communis,  especially  on 
the  upper  parts,  but  the  present  bird  is  distinguished  by  its  smaller 
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size  and  by  having  no  pale  cross-bard  on  the  primary  quills.  The 
male  may  be  recognized  by  having  the  dark  marks  on  the  face  and 
throat  blacker,  and  by  having  broad  meilian  black  stripes  on  the 
feathers  of  the  breast  and  flanks,  the  amount  of  black  on  the 
breast  increasing  with  age  till,  in  old  birds,  nearly  the  whole  breast 
is  black,  and  there  is  even  in  less  aged  individuals  a  large  black  patch 
in  the  middle.  The  sides  of  the  lower  neck  and  upper  breast  are 
chiefly  or  wholly  rufous-buff  with  a  vinous  tinge. 

Bill  in  the  male  bluish  black  to  diiskv,  in  the  female  brownish 
horny  ;  irides  clear  to  dark  brown ;  legs  pule  Heshy  {Hume). 

Length  about  7 ;  tail  1*25 ;  wing  3*5 ;  tarsus  1  ;  bill  from 
gape  -5. 

Distribution.  A  resident  or  partially  migratory  bird,  found 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  India  aud  in  the  Irrawaddy  valley 
in  Burma.  It  has  not  been  recorded  from  other  pad:s  of  Burma, 
but  it  has  been  found  in  Manipur,  in  Assam  near  Dibrugarh,  in 
8ylhet,  and  around  Chittagong;  so  it  doubtless  occurs  throughout 
the  countries  between  India  and  Burma  in  suitable  places.  It  has 
not  been  observed  in  Ceylon  nor  in  the  extreme  south  of  India, 
but  with  this  exception  it  is  met  with  at  times  in  open  grassy 
or  cultivated  ground  throughout  India  up  to  the  lower  ranges 
of  the  Himalayas.  It  is  common  in  Sind  in  the  sumroer,  but  is 
not  known  to  visit  the  Western  or  ^torth- western  Punjab.  It 
is  not  known  to  occur  outside  the  empire. 

Habitt^  4'c.  This,  like  the  Grey  Quail,  is  rarely,  if  ever,  met 
with  in  forest ;  it  keeps  much  to  grass  of  no  great  height  and  to 
growing  crops.  Although  resident  in  many  parts  of  India*  it 
shiftA  its  ground  with  the  seasons,  and  it  only  visits  Northern 
Bengal,  Oudh,  Behar,'the  N.W.  Provinces,  the  Punjab,  and  Sind 
iu  the  monsoon.  It  is  found  in  pairs  from  April  to  October, 
singly  during  the  rest  of  the  year.  Its  coll*  is  very  different  from 
that  of  the  Grey  Quail,  being  dissyllabic  only.  It  breeds  about  Junu 
or  July  in  Northern  India,  from  August  to  October  in  the  Deecan, 
and  lays  from  4  to  9  eggs,  yellowish  white  to  dark  brownish  buff  in 
colour,  much  speckled  with  brown,  and  measuring  about  1*09  by  *83. 
The  eggs  are  laid  in  a  hollow  on  the  ground,  without  any  nest. 

Genus  PEEDICULA,  Hodgson,  1837. 

The  present  generic  type  is  peculiar  to  the  Indian  Peninsula, 
and  comprises  two  species  that  resemble  Quails  in  size,  but  difPer 
widely  from  them,  and,  to  some  extent,  agree  better  with  Partridges 
in  structure  aud  habits.  The  sexes  are  very  different  in  plumage. 
The  bill  is  short  and  thick,  and  the  culmen  very  convex.  The  4th 
primary  is  the  longest,  the  first  being  intermediate  in  length 
between  the  7th  and  9th.  The  tail  consists  of  12  feathers,  and  is 
about  half  as  long  as  the  wing.  The  tarsus  is  about  as  long  as  the 
middle  toe  and  claw,  and  is  armed  in  males  witli  a  blunt  tubercular 
spur. 
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Key  to  th:  .ij,e:itt. 

a.  Rrea«t  barred  black  And  white.    (Adult  males.) 

a'.  ThroM  che.itnut  I  a  distinct  whit«  superdliuni.     P.  atialica,  p.  118. 
b'.  Thrnat  dull  brick-red ;  no  dietiuct  white  Duper- 

cilium  P.  arganJa,  p.  iiO. 

b.  Breast  oat  barred.     (Females  and  fouDg.) 

c'.  Inner  webs  of  primaries  brown  thrcupiioul  ,,     P.  aiialUa, -p.  MB. 
iT.  Inner   webs   of   primaries  barrra  or  mottled 

with  buff P.  arffnmia,  p.  VM. 

1357.  Perdicula  aaiaticft*     T},t  Ju,igU  Baslt-Qaail. 
Perdii  asiatica,  ZoM. /nJ.  Orn.  )),p.04tl(irOO);  id.Gen.  llitt.  viii, 

p,  t'81  (1823). 
Perdix  cambayunsis,  Tftitm.  Pt.  Col.  pi.  417  (18281,  ntt  Lath. 
Cotiimis  pentah.  Ik/kfs,  P.  7..  H.  \mi,  p,  IM ;   id.  Tia«*.  Z.  S.  ii, 

p.  19,  pi.  iii ;  Gray  in  Hardw.  lU.  Ind.  Zool.  ul.  40,  Ug.  3. 
Pei-dicula  argoondafa,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  264,  nrc  Sylcft. 
I'erdicnla  aaintiea,  Adanu,  /'.  X.  S.  1868,  p.  titU ;   Hmmr,  h'.  &  F. 

p. 646;  iy.S..F.»ii.p.l58;  Iiiilt,ibtd.y.-A-25-.  H»mt,Cat.a<t.S2ti; 

Hume  ^  Marth.  Game  Jf.  ii,  p.  109,  pi. ;  Vidai,  S.  J-'.  i\,  p.  77  ; 

JIttlier,  ibid.  p.  i22 ;  Lrt/ffe.  Hirdi  Cet,l.  p.  lUi ;  Htid,  S.  F.  x.  p.  63 ; 

IJatidton,  ibid. -p.  ZM :  iJanion,  I'liff,  p.  411 ;  Hamfii,  Birilt  Bom. 

p. 31^;  (mettnllume'tN.^  F.'iai.eA.'ii\,y.iV3;  Ogileit  Grant. 

Cat.B.M.  ixii,  p.  198. 
Perdicula  cnmbavonHia,  apud  Jerdoit,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  581 ;    Bti/th.  liii, 

IBIIT.p.  100;  'Bidii-r,  S.  F.  iv,  p.«;  Fairbank,  ibid.v'm^;  >•>■€ 

Lalh. 
Lo»Ba,   11. :    Juknr.   Manbhum ;    Aiiriamnai,    Sonthali :    Girza-pitta, 
Telfijcu  ;  Kari4owgn,  Can. 


h'ig  'JS.-'Heador/'. 


Coloration.  Male.  Upper  p^rte  brown,  the  crown  usually  more 
rufous  and  bordered  or  blotched  with  bl&ckieh  ;  the  back,  rump, 
and  upper  tail^coverts  with  wavy  block  bars,  a  few  narrow  huff 
nnnft-fitreatts  (wanting  in  very  old  bird<<)  on  the  back  ;  scapulars, 
tertinrieN,  and  wing-coverte  blotched  with  black,  with  broader  buff 
ahar^-stripes  and,  the  corerte  especially,  with  buff  cross-bars; 
quillit  brown,  with  buff  spots  on  tha  outer  webs,  inner  webs  plain, 
the  inner  secondaries  Incoming  banded  and  vermiculated ;  tail 
brown,    with    black-edged    buff   cross>bars;    forehead,   eupercilia. 

'  I  einaot  reooftniio  tliii  bird  br  the  original  dcA-riplion  in  tb«  'lodrt 
OmiLlioloiini*.'  but  I  quite  ngnr  with  llumc  Uul  Ihc  pr««Ml[  i*  the  ipMitti 
ilucrilvd  in  lialbiiii't  '  Grncral  HiriorT.' 
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Cheeks,  chin,  and  throat  rufous-chestnut ;  yellowish-white  stripes 
speckled  A^ith  rufous  above  the  eupercilia  and  cheeks ;  ear-coverts 
brown ;  breast  and  abdomen  barred  across  with  black  and  white 
or  buffj  white,  the  bars  a  little  broader  behind;  thighs,  lower 
abdomen,  and  lower  tail-coverts  rufous,  varying  in  tint. 

The  adult  female  has  the  head  and  throat  coloured  as  in  the 
male ;  the  upper  parts  are  more  uniform ;  the  pale  shaft-stripes 
are  absent  on  the  back,  and  narrow,  or  in  old  birds  wanting,  on 
the  scapulars  and  wing-coverts  ;  the  lower  parts  from  the  throat  are 
uniform  dull  rufous  with  a  vinaceous  or  lilac  tinge. 

Immature  birds  want  the  chestnut  on  the  head ;  the  upper  parts 
are  much  as  in  the  male,  but  with  broader  buff  shaft-stripes 
throughout ;  the  lower  surface  is  dull  rufous  or  pale  rufous-brown, 
with  whitish  shaft-stripes.  The  change  to  the  adult  plumage  is 
gradual. 

Bill  black  or  dusky,  with  a  reddish  tinge  at  the  base,  lower 
mandible  usually  paler ;  irides  brown ;  legs  yellowish  red. 

Length  about  6-5;  tail  I'o;  wing  3-25;  tarsus  '95;  bill  from 
gape  '55. 

Jh'stribution,  The  Indian  Peninsulu  from  the  Lower  Himalayas 
to  Cape  Comorin,  in  well-wooded  tracts  only.  This  bird  is  found 
in  the  lower  ranges  of  Kashmir,  on  Mount  Abu  and  the  Kuchawau 
bills  of  Jodhpore,  but  not  farther  west,  whilst  it  is  of  rare  occur- 
rence in  Lower  Bengal  east  of  Midnapur  and  the  Eajmehal  hills, 
and  unknown  farther  east.  It  is  common  in  parts  of  the  N.W. 
Provinces,  in  Western  Bengal,  Orissa,  the  Centml  Provinces, 
throughout  the  Western  Ghats,  and  in  parts  of  the  Malabar  low- 
lands.    It  also  occurs  in  the  northern  part  of  Ceylon. 

Habits^  ifc.  The  Jungle  Bush-Quail  is  an  inhabitant  of  forests, 
hills,  ravines,  thick  bush,  and  rich  cultivation.  As  Jerdon  says, 
"  This  Bush-Quail  is  found  in  coveys  or  bevies  of  from  six  or  eight 
to  a  dozen  or  more,  and  generally  all  rise  at  once  with  a  loud 
whirring  sound,  and  after  a  short  flight  drop  again  into  the 
jungle."  It  is  an  exception  to  meet  with  these  birds  except  in 
little  flocks,  and  when  disturbed  they  generally  fly  in  all  directions, 
but  quickly  reassemble.  They  feed  chiefly  on  grass  seeds,  partly 
on  insects,  and  frequently  utter  a  peculiar  chirp  or  whistle.  The 
breeding-season  is  from  September  to  February ;  five  to  seven 
creamy-white  eggs,  measuring  about  1  by  "83,  are  laid  in  a  grass 
nest  on  the  ground,  usually  under  a  bush  or  tuft  of  grass. 

1358.  Ferdicula  argunda.     Tht  Hock  Bush-QmiL 

Cotumix  argoondah,  Syket,  P.  %.  S,  1832,  p.  l.">;3 ;  id.  Trans,  Z.  S. 

ii,  p.  17,  pi.  ii. 
Perdicnla  asiatica,  apud  Bli/th,  Cat,  p.  254 ;  Jerdon^  B.  /.  iii,  p.  o8.'{ ; 

StoUczka,  J,  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  230 ;   Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  302  j 

ButUVf  S.  F.  iv,  p.  7 ;  Fairbanks  ibid.  p.  262 ;  nee  Lath, 
Ferdicula  argoondflm,  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  645 :  trf.  S,  F.  vii,  p.  159 ; 

Hume  8f  Marsh,  Oame  B.  ii,  p.  117,  pL ;   Huvw,  Cat,  no.  827; 

Builer,  S,  F.  ix,  p.  423;  David9(m,  iS^.  ^.  x,  p.  317 ;  Barnes,  Birds 
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Bom.  TO.  313 ;  OaUs  in  Hume's  N.  $'  E.  iii,  p.  441 ;  Ogilvie  Grant, 
Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  200. 

Lowa^  H.  and  Mahr. ;  LawuHka,  Tel. ;  Sinkadeh,  Tam. ;  Kemp-lowga, 
Can.  (Mysore). 

Coloration,  Adult  males  have  the  upper  plumage  brown  with 
rather  broad  buflE  cross-bar8,  slightly  eageJ  with  black  ;  forehead, 
sinciput,  supercilia,  cheeks,  chin,  and  throat  dull  brick-red,  around 
the  eye  whitish,  but  no  white  superciliary  band ;  tail  and  quills 
barred  on  outer  web,  and  generally  barred  or  mottled  on  inner 
web  with  buff ;  breast  and  abdomen  barred  black  and  white,  the 
bars  broader  than  in  P,  asiatica ;  lower  abdomen  and  lower  tail- 
coverts  pale  rufescent. 

Adult  females  have  the  upper  parts  nearly  uniform  vinaceous 
brown,  finely  vermiculated  in  parts,  and  often  with  some  remains 
of  buff  bars  posteriorly ;  quills  mottled  with  rufous  and  barred 
with  the  same  on  the  outer  webs ;  lower  parts  brownish  vinaceous  ; 
chin,  lower  abdomen,  and  lower  tail-coverts  whitish. 

Younger  birds  of  both  sexes  much  resemble  the  young  of 
P.  asiatica ;  above,  the  upper  parts  are  brown  tinged  with  r ulcus, 
much  vermiculated  with  buff  and  blotched  with  black,  especially 
on  the  scapulars  and  tertiarios  ;  there  are  a  few  white  shaft- stripe:* 
on  the  back. 

Upper  mandible  black,  lower  paler ;  irides  brown  to  light  red ; 
legs  red  (Hume). 

Jjength  7 ;  tail  1*8  ;  wing  3'3 ;  tarsus  1 ;  bill  from  gape  -6. 

Distribution,  The  range  of  this  species  is  less  than  that  of  the 
preceding,  for  though  -P.  argunda  extends  from  the  base  of  the 
Himalayas  in  the  N.W.  Provinces  and  the  Punjab  to  near  Cape 
Comorin,  and  west  as  far  as  Lahore,  Jodbpore,  Kattiawar,  and 
Cutch,  it  is  not  known  to  occur  in  the  Eastern  Central  Provinces, 
Orissa,  or  Bengal,  nor  along  the  Western  Ghats,  nor  on  the  low 
ground  near  the  Malabar  const,  nor  yet  in  Ceylon. 

Habits,  4'C'  This  Bush-Quail  keeps  to  much  more  open  and  drier 
country  than  its  congener;  it  avoids  hills,  forests,  and  dense 
vegetation,  and  is  chiefly  found  in  pandy  or  rocky  ground  with 
small  scattered  bushes.  Otherwise  its  habits  are  the  same  as  those 
of  the  last  species.  It  breeds,  according  to  Hume,  from  August 
to  September,  and  again  in  March ;  and  the  nest  and  eggs  are 
similar  to  those  of  P,  asiatica. 


Genus  KICROPE&DIZ,  Gould,  1862. 

This  is  an  ally  of  Perdieula^  from  which,  however,  it  differs  in 
several  details  of  structure.  There  is  no  spur  on  the  tarsus  in 
either  sex ;  the  bill  is  much  longer  and  less  high ;  the  tail  is  of  10 
feathers  only,  and  rather  more  than  half  as  long  as  the  wing ;  and 
the  wing  is  shorter  and  more  rounded,  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  quills 
being  longest  and  subequal,  .and  the  1st  equal  to  the  10th. 

The  5pecies  resemble  Psrdicula  in  size  and  habits,  and  the  typical 


form  was  formerly  referred  to  that  genus.  Three  species  nre  now 
known — two  inhabiting  the  Indian  Peninsula,  aad  the  third 
Mtuiipur  and  Assam. 

Keij  to  the  S/>teif4. 

a.  L'jiper  suriace  Vrowo  with  bWk  spotfl. 
a'.  Bill   from   vape   U'6   to  07   ioch ;   a 

distinct  bluck  chin  in  males M.  enjlkrrtrhifnchus,  p,  121. 

6'.  Bill  from  )jB)>e  O'o  to  06  inch :  black 

chin  indiBtioct  or  wanting- -V.  bleioitti,  p.  122. 

A.  Upper  surfsce  flinty  grev  with  black  bars 

Hnd  spota   Sf.  manipHreiisw,  p.  122. 

i:io9.  Kicroperdix  eiythrorhTnchtis.     The  Painted  Bmh-Quail. 
Coturnii  erythrorhjncha,  5j)te»,  P.  Z.  S.  1&(2,  p.  153;  BIffth.  Cat. 

p.  255. 
Perdicula  ervthrorhyncha,  Jrrdim,  B.  I.   iii,   p.  581;    Blgtk,  Ihix, 

le«7,  p.  liM);  David*.  ^  Wend.  H.  F.  vii,  p.  87 ;  Daly,Jour.  Bom. 

A".  H.  Soc.  ii,  p.  149. 
MicToperdix  ervlurorhvncba,  Gnuld,  Biitlt  Aula,  vii,  pi.  3 ;  Hume, 

N.  i  E.  p.  '648 ;  f'uirhanh,  S.  f.  iv,  p.  2t!:J ;  v,  p.  409 ;  OffiUie 

Grant,  Cat.  B.  M  iiii,  p.  203. 
MicroiHtrdiz  ervtbiorbyDchus,  Hume,  Vat.  no.  828 ;  Hume  Sr  MnrJi. 

Game  B.u,'^.  123,  pi.;  Butler,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  423;  Ihtvuon.S-  F. 

X,  p.  411 ;  Barnes,  Bird*  Bom.  p.  314  ;  0«U»  ia  Hume's  N.  if  E. 

2aA  ed.  iii,  p.  442. 
Kadai,  Tarn. 


Fig.  24.— Head  of  .V.  eryiirorl,-/»„hus,  J .     !- 

Coloration.  Male.  Forehead,  lores,  all  round  the  eyes  and  gape, 
and  the  chin  black ;  a  narrow  whit«  sincipital  band  running  back 
above  the  eyes  and  brown  ear-coverts  on  each  (tide;  crown  black, 
more  or  less  replaced  by  brown  in  the  middle  of  the  occiput : 
upper  parts  brown,  bock  and  rump  with  rounded  or  lena-sbaped 
black  spots  ;  Ncapidnrs,  tertiariea,  and  wing-coverts  with  white 
shaft-stripes,  distant  buS  cross-bars  and  subieruiinul  blai-k  blotche-<, 
chiefly  on  the  inner  uebs;  quilla  brown,  the  outer  webs  with 
rufous-buff  cruss-bars ;  tail-featber^  blockish  browu,  with  narrow 
buff  transverse  bands ;  throat  and  cheeks  white,  surrounded  by  a 
black  gorget:  rest  of  the  lower  parts  light  chestnut,  the  upper 
breast  washed  with  greyish  brown,  and  the  feathers  with  small 
round  subterminal  blazk  spots  ;  the  flanks  and  louer  tail-coverts 
with  larKe  oval  black  spots  with  white  borders. 

The  female  differs  in  having  no  black  or  n  hite  on  the  forehead, 
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sides  of  the  bead  or  throat,  which  are  dull  rufous,  and  there  is 
little  or  no  black  on  the  crown.  Immature  birds  resemble  females, 
but  have  black  on  the  crown  like  males. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  fine  red ;  irides  yellow-brown  (Jerdon), 

Length  of  male  7;  tail  2;  wing  3*5;  tarsus  I'l ;  bill  from 
gape  '6.    Females  are  somewhat  smaller. 

Distribution.  The  forest  region  on  or  near  the  Western  Ghats 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bombay  to  Travancore.  Common  oa 
the  KilgiriH.  This  bird  has  also  been  obtained  on  the  Shevroy  hills 
by  Mr.  Daly  and  Dr.  Warth. 

HabitSy  i^c.  Somewhat  similar  to  those  of  Perdicula  asuUica.  The 
call  is  different,  and  the  flight  less  noisy,  the  plumage  being  softer. 
The  breeding-season  is  said  to  extend  from  August  till  April, 
varying  with  the  height  and  exposure ;  no  nest  is  made,  and  about 
ten  glossy  spotless  eggs  are  laid,  of  a  pale  creamy  colour,  and 
measuring  about  1*22  by  '91. 

1300.  Microperdix  blewitti.    BUwitCs  BusJt-Quail. 

Perdicula  erythrorhyncba,  apud    Blanf,  Ibis,  1867,  p.   4(54;    id. 


p.  1:^9,  pi. ;  Oyiioie  (rrant.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  204. 
Sirsi-Utwaj  Central  Prov.  (Maudla,  Iklaghat,  Ch&nda). 

This  is  merely  a  race  of  M,  enfthrorhync^nu,  but  is  smaller  and 
has  a  much  smaller  bill.  The  male  is  distinguished  by  having  the 
sincipital  white  band  much  broader  and  the  black  forehead 
narrower,  whilst  the  black  chin  is  either  inconspicuous  or  wanting. 
The  whole  colour  too  is  greyer  in  both  sexes,  and  the  gre>ash- 
brown  wash  comes  much  farther  down  the  breast,  whilst  the 
abdomen  is  a  duller  and  paler  red. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  coral-red  ;  irides  brown  {Hume), 

I^*ngth  of  male  6'5;  tail  1*7;  wing  3*1  j  tarsus  1;  bill  from 
gape  'o.     Female  smaller. 

Distribution.  The  forest  region  of  the  Eastern  Central  Provinces 
(Mandia,  Balaghtit,  8eoni,  Chtinda,  Baipur,  SSiroucha,  Bastar),  and 
of  ('hutia  Nagpur. 

1301.  Kicroperdiz  manipnrensis.     Humes  Bush-Quail. 

I'erdicula  manipurenflis,  livrnf^  S.  F.  ix,  p.  407  (1880) ;  xi,  p.  iiOi). 
Microperdix  manipurenMH,  Oyilvie  Orant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  204. 

(^oloration.  Male.  Forehead,  superciliary  stripes,  cheeks  up  to 
the  eye,  chin,  and  throat  dark  chestnut;  lores  and  a  patch  in 
front  of  the  eye  and  another  behind  it  white ;  ear-coverts  brown ; 
upper  plumage  throughout  dark  slaty  grey  with  a  brownish  tinge, 
the  feathers  edged  with  black  throughout  and  mostly  barred  with 
black,  except  near  the  tip,  the  black  forming  blotches  on  the 
scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  uing-coverts  ;    quills  dark  brown,  the 
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later  primaries  and  the  secondaries  with  buS  bars  on  the  outer 
webs  ;  tail  black,  with  grey  bars  or  mottled  ;  fore  neck  ashy  grey  ; 
breast  and  abdomen  rufous  buff,  with  black  shafts  and  cross-bars 
dividing  the  paler  tint  into  round  spots,  which  are  larger  behind ; 
under  tail-coverts  black,  tipped  and  spotted  on  both  webs  with  white. 

Females  have  no  chestnut  on  the  head,  which  is  grey  throughout, 
the  chin  and  throat  albescent ;  breast  and  abdomen  paler  buff  and 
less  mfous  than  in  the  male. 

Bill  deep  horny  dusky  ;  irides  reddish  brown  ;  legs  dull  orange ; 
soles  pale  yellow  (Hume). 

Length  about  7*5 ;  tail  2 ;  wing  3-3 ;  tarsus  1*05 ;  bill  from 
gape  -57. 

Distribution,  This  species  was  found,  by  Mr.  Hume,  in  small 
bevies  of  ^ve  or  six,  inhabiting  high  grass  at  the  base  of  the  Eastern 
Manipur  hills.  The  series  collected  by  him  contains  the  only 
known  specimens  with  one  exception,  a  skin  recently  re<*ived  at  the 
British  Museum  and  ^^tated,  apparently  on  good  authority,  to  have 
been  brought  from  Bhutan.  It  is  probable  that  this  Bush-Quail* 
which  is  likely  to  escape  notice,  because  of  its  livinij  in  elephant 
fmsSj  occurs  in  Assam,  and  it  may  very  possibly  al^o  be  found  in 
Banna. 


Genos  ABBOKIOOLA,  Hodg^n ,  1  >4 1. 

The  Hill-Partridges  of  the  Himalayas  and  Burxa  form  a  wrl!- 
roarked  generic  croup,  eav.ly  d:*iin5r:ii'>h«?d  by  their  Jonj^  an'i 
fitraight  claws  on  th^  act^rrior  to*-«,  by  T»ar;t  of  -pur^  oa  th^f  tar%  j«i. 


Jht  r 


—  i  r.r  '.''  ^  '»'.  '7'*'>  >'V^ 


is  abaci  *i;  ::kl  ;:i  I^^'T''.  v,  •.;•>'  .r../.-;^  *t^  \*\*^  '  \*».  ».■▼ 

les«  than  b»lf  m  yr.^  xa  'cjt  t.aj,  ^'..i  'rj  '.o-r  rwv>.'1  j^,:.y*., 
tbedrd.  -ttiu  ittA  -Sc.i  -r.^ii.'tra^  -^rr  r^r..^*^..?  ;<',r./-''»f-  v.  1  va 
Itt  alwoi:  ei:;»i  v>  :1-^  "r-^  :>.*-,.  -x  1  .".•:.,  I.*^  V'I^'-a  v*-.  ♦»/i..<tr  v 
a  rule.  bsC  l-f^^r  jl  X  •>*';'f-'/,//s. 

Wood'3ifaKiiri     J.  A,  '^^  ^    1.     .^  yp,^  X   -^     2-yV     :.'..  ..       M  "'V*.   ^'V^ft-n^^i*. 


134  PHAaiAMD:^. 

true  Gallinte.  but  Uiey  were  described  by  Kitchen  Parker  in  the 
'  ■  1  I'lof'hia.     These  bonee  were  found  by  Mr.  Wood- 
Mason    in     Arboriooia    lorqutoUi, 
A.  alriifularii,  A.  rvfignlarii,  and 
A.  intei-mfdia,  and  from  MS.  noteii 
in  his  handwriting  on  the  labels 
of  two  specimens  of  A.  bruntiei- 
jtetas  collected  by  Mr.  Limborg  in 
Tenaswri 111, formerly  in  the  Tweed- 
KJJl   1  Y^  f  ■■'"■       <lale  Collection,   and  now  in  the 
(V*      V\^  British  Museum,  1  find  that  he 

pjfrx    .A\jf .  ascertained   the    presenee  of   thw 

S^m    M^  Miiperorbital  ossicles  in  that  speciea 

and  their  abaence  in  the  Mala j'an 
B  A.  charlioni.     The  latter,  with  ita 

ally   A.    chloroput,  should  conw- 
quently    be   plated   iu  a  distinct 
*"'8-  20-  genus. 

Skiiilot  A.  ri'/gularie.    \.  About  15    gpecles  are   known, 

»<.,  luperorbiiBl  bunee.  ranging   from   the  Himalayas   lo 

Borneo  and  Java,  and  probably  to  the  Philippines.  None  are 
found  in  the  Indian  Peninsula  or  Ceylon,  but  »ix  occur  in  tho 
Himalayas,  As^am  Hanges,  and  Burma. 

Keif  to  the  Sjieelea. 
a.  Fenthers  of  Hanks  with  cheslnul  borders. 
«'.  ])re)ut  grey. 

a''.  Crown  cbeaCout A.  lurqueola  J ,  p.  ISfJ. 

a".  Crown  oHvo-bruwo  with  blsck  Hpotn. 
a'.  Chin  and  tbroat  rutuus  with  black 

spots A.  nifigularit,  p.  13<>. 

('.  Chin   anil  throst  black,    fore  neck 

rufuus A.  tHtrrmedia,  p.  11'7. 

b'.  IJn-nst   browni'li ;    crown    olii  e-bruwn 

with  black  »poW i.  Imijurola  2 ,  n.  lil, 

c.  Breatt  chestnut ;  throat  paler ;  k  whiln 

({oniDt    A.  matuleiiii,  p.  1 J8. 

6.  No  chestnut  on  tlciakt. 

it.  Itreaat  (rrey A.  atiigularii,  p.  127. 

e'.  Bretut  pale  brown    ....'. A.  brunneipectut,  p.  1^. 

The  habits  of  all  the  species  are  similar.  They  inhabit  hill 
forests,  are  usually  solitary  or  in  pairs,  but  are  met  with  in  coveya 
at  times ;  probably,  as  with  other  partridges,  the  old  and  young 
lusociate  for  a  lime,  after  the  latter  are  full  grown.  Tliey  keep 
much  to  thick  undergrowth,  especially  near  bill-streams,  and  are 
rarely  flushed  or  even  seen  ;  they  feed  on  seeds  and  insects  and 
drink  daily.  When  Hushed  their  flight  is  rapid  but  short ;  they 
occasionally  perch.  Their  call  is  a  low  sott  wbislle,  single  or 
double.  But  littlt>  is  known  of  their  nidi6cation  and  eggs,  except 
that  the  latter  are  generally  white  and  R  to  tj  in  number,  placed 
in  alight  depressions  on  the  ground  under  trws. 
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1362.  Arboricola  torqueola.    The  Comtnon  Hill'Partriihjf, 

Perdix  torqueola,  Vahncienne*,  Dirt,  Sci,  Nat.  xxxviii,  p.  435  (18L^5). 

Peidix  megapodia,  Temm.  PI.  Col.  pis.  46i>,  463  (1828). 

Perdix  olivacea,  GrayinGriffUXnAn.  Kint^d.,  Aves,  iii,  p.  54  (1829). 

Perdix  torquata.  Less.  TraiU,  p.  506  (1831). 

Arboriphila  torqueola,  Grai/,  Cat.  Mamm.  <J-c.  0}U.  Hodgs.  p.  127  ; 
Hume,  N.  8r  E.  p.  544 ;  id.  S.  F.  ii,  p.  449. 

Arboricola  torqueola,  BlytK,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xviii,  p.  819;  id.  Cat. 
p.  252:  Jerdon,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  577;  Stoficzka,  J,  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii, 
pt.  2,  p.  69;  Godw'Atist.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  2a3;  Hume, 
Cat.  no.  824  ;  Scuili/,  H.  F.  viii,  p.  349  ;  Hume  Sr  Marsh.  Game  B. 
ii,  p.  69,  pL;  C.  H.  T.  Marshall^  Ibis,  1884,  p.  423;  0^i/ri> 
Granty  Ibis,  1892,  p.  392 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  207. 

7^  Black-throated  Hill-Partridffe,  Jerdon ;  Peunra,  Ban-titar,  H. 
(Kamaun,  Nepal,  &c.) ;  Roli,  Bam  Chukru^  Chamba  ;  Kaindal,  Kangra ; 
Ko-huin-butj  Lepcba. 

Coloration.  Male,  Crown  bright  chestnut ;  nape  the  same 
spotted  with  blark ;  ear-covert«  paler  rufous  and  with  a  rufous 
streak,  mixed  with  black,  running  back  from  them ;  sides  of  head, 
inclading  lores  and  supercilia,  and  chin  black ;  throat  and  sides 
of  neck  the  same,  except  that  the  feathers  are  edged  with  white 
at  the  sides  ;  a  white  moustachial  streak  ;  upper  parts  golden  olive- 
brown  ;  feathers  of  the  back  tipped  and  barred  with  black,  the 
subterminal  bars  on  the  lower  back,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts 
becoming  triangular  spot<» ;  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wing-coverts 
pale  golden  brown,  broadly  edged  with  chestnut,  and  all,  except 
the  outer  Mring-coverts,  with  large  black  subterminal  spots ;  quills 
dark  brown;  primaries  narrowly  bordered  outside,  and  secondaries 
mottled  on  outer  web  with  rufous;  tail-feathers  olive-brown, 
irregularly  barred  and  mottled  with  black  ;  a  white  gorget  below 
the  black  throat ;  breast  slaity  grey,  the  feathers  with  narrow 
golden-olire  or  rufous  edges  ;  middle  of  abdomen  white :  sides  and 
flanks  grey,  each  feather  with  an  elongat^e  white  spot  and  broadly 
ed^ed  with  chestnut ;  lower  flanks,  thighs,  and  vent  brown,  with 
buff  edges  and  black  bars ;  under  tail-coverts  black  with  white  tips. 

Females  differ  from  males  in  having  the  crown  and  nape  brown, 
streaked  with  black ;  ear-coverts  brown :  sides  of  head  and  the 
whole  throat  rufous,  with  black  terminal  spots  on  the  feathers ; 
the  wing-coverts  are  more  spotted  and  barred  with  black ;  a 
fermginoos  gorget  above  the  breast,  which  is  tinted  with  golden 
buff ;  the  white  spots  on  the  flanks  are  larger  and  generally  extend 
to  the  lower  breast;  they,  however,  disappear  from  the  breast 
with  age,  and  are  found  there  in  young  males  also. 

Bill  black:  irides  brown;  orbital  skin  crimson  in  old  males, 
purplish  red  in  younger  birds  and  in  females ;  le^s  grey  tingMd 
with  reddish  fleshy  (Hume). 

Length  about  11;  tail  3;  wing  6;  tarsus  1-75;  bill  from 
gape  -9.     Males  average  larger  than  females. 

Distribuiion.  The  Himalayas  from  Chamba  to  east  of  Hikhim. 
Found  also  by  Godwin-Austen  in  the  X.iga  hill*  and  the  higher 
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ranges  north  of  Manipur*.  This  species  is  commonest  between 
5000  and  8000  or  9000  feet,  but  is  found  occasionally  at  con- 
siderably higher  elevations  up  to  14,000. 

1363.  Arboricola  roflgolaris.    BlytKs  HilUPartrklge. 

Arboricola  rufoprularis,  Blyth^  J.  A.  S,  B.  xviii,  p.  819  (1849) ;  id. 
Cat  p.  263 ;  Jerdofi,  B.  L  iii,  p.  578 ;  Beaoan,  Ibis,  1868,  p.  385 ; 
Hume,  8,  F.  v,  p.  114;  Hume  ^  Dav,  S.  F.  vi,  p.  444;  Hume, 
Cat,  no.  82o  ;  ScuUy,  S,  F.  viii,  p.  349:  Hume  ^  Marsh,  GameB. 
ii,  p.  76 ;  Oates,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  328 ;  Salvadori,  Ann.  Mus,  Civ,  Gen. 
(2)  V,   p.  620;    vii,  p.  426;    Offihie  Grant,   Cat.   B.   M.  xxii, 

Arhoriphila  rufogularis,  Hume,  S,  F,  ii,  p.  450. 

Arboricola  rufigularis,  Bii/th  ^  Wald,  Birds  Burm.jt,  150;  God^r.- 

Aust.  J,  A,  S,  B,  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  84 ;  Oales  in  Humes  N.  ^  E. 

2Dd  ed.  iii,  p.  439. 
Arboricola  tickelli,  Hume,  Game  B,  ir,  pp.  73,  78. 

The  Rufous-throated  Hill-Partridge,  Jerdon ;  Peura,  Kumaun ;  Kohum- 
hutf  Lepena;  Pokhu,  Daphla. 

Coloration,  Crown  olive-brown,  streaked  with  black,  greyinh 
and  unstreaked  on  the  forehead  ;  lores  and  long  superciiia  greyish 
white  with  black  shafts ;  sides  of  face  white,  speckled  with  black 
except  on  a  stripe  running  back  from  the  gape ;  ear-coverts  dark 
brown ;  chin,  throat,  and  sides  of  neck,  united  more  or  less  behind 
the  nape,  rufous  with  black  spots,  largest  behind  the  nape  and 
diminishing  in  size  towards  the  throat ;  a  band  on  the  fore  neck 
below  the  throat  pure  ferruginous  red,  generally,  but  not  always, 
divided  from  the  breast  by  a  black  border ;  upper  parts  golden 
olivaceous  brown,  not  barred  with  black,  but  with  seini-oval  black 
spots  on  the  lower  back,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts ;  scapulars 
and  wing-coverts  greyer,  with  large  subterminal  black  spots  and 
chestnut  edges;  quills  dark  brown,  outer  webs  of  secondaries 
mottled  with  rufous  olive ;  tail  olive,  with  black  markings  and 
subterminal  crescentic  bars  ;  breast  and  flanks  slaty  grey,  the  latter 
with  a  white  spot  in  the  middle  of  each  feather  and  chestnut 
borders  ;  lower  flanks  brown,  with  black  crescentic  spots  and  bulEy 
edges  ;   lower  tail-coverts  black,  tipped  white.     Sexes  alike. 

Hill  black;  irides  red-brown;  orbits  dull  lake-red;  legs  red 
(Jerdon), 

Length  about  10-5;  tail  2-5 ;  wing  5*25 ;  tarsus  1*6;  bill  from 
gape  '9. 

Distribution,  The  Himalayas  from  the  western  boundaries  of 
Kumaun  through  Nepal,  8ikhim,  and  Bhutan  to  the  Daphla  hills, 
where  this  species  was  found  by  Godwin-Austen,  and  probably 
farther  cost.  It  also  occurs  in  the  hill-ranges  of  Karennee  and 
Tonasserim  (A,  tickeUi\  the  variety  there  found  generally  wanting 


*  Col.  0()d win- Austen  ban  lent  his  specimens  to  n  e  for  examination,  and 
ihcj  are  undoubtedly  A.  torqveola.  There  are  aeveral  specimens,  both  males 
and  females. 
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the  black  band  behind  the  rufous  throat,  but  this  is  not  a  constant 
character.  In  the  Himalayas  this  species  inhabits  a  lower  zone 
than  A.  torqueola^  from  the  base  of  the  hills  to  about  6000  feet. 

13G4.  Arboricola  intermedia.     Tlu  Arralcan  HiU-Partridye. 

» 

Arboricola  intermedia,  Blyih^  J,  A,  S,  B.  xxiy,  p.  27/  (1855); 
Godw.-Aust.  J.A.S.  B,  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  174  ;  Blyth  Sr  Wald,  Birds 
Burm.  p.  150 ;  I/wne  <$*  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  85,  pi. ;  Httme^ 
Cat  no.  823  ter;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  327  ;  id.  m  Hume's  N.  «J-  E. 
2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  440 ;  Hume,  ^V.  F.  xi,  p.  307  ;  Ogilvie  Grantj  Cat. 
B.  M.  xxii,  p.  211. 

Arboriphila  intermedia,  Humcj  S.  F,  ii,  p.  450;  Ontc%  S.  F.  iii, 
p.  ^44. 

Toung-Kha,  Burmese. 

This  is  only  distinguished  from  A.  rufigularis  by  having  the 
chin  and  throat  entirely  black,  followed  by  an  unspotted  ferru- 
ginous-red gorget  ^lithout  any  block  lower  border.  In  all  other 
respects  this  species  is  identical  with  the  last,  of  which  it  is  merely 
a  race. 

Distribution,  The  Arrakan  hills  between  Arrakan  and  Pogu, 
ranging  as  far  north  as  Eastern  Manipur,  where  Hume  found  this 
bird  common,  and  to  North  Gachar  and  the  Naga  hills,  whence  it 
was  obtained  by  God  win- Austen. 

13C>o.  Arboricola  atrigolaris.      The  White-cheeled  Hill-Partridije. 

Arboricola  atrogularis,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xviii,  p.  819  (1849);  id. 
Cat.  p.  253 ;  Godw.-Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  273;  Hume, 
S.  F.  V,  p.  44;  AttdersoTif  Yunnan  Fi/jed.^  Aces,  p.  673;  Hunie, 
Cat.  no.  824  bis ;  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  79,  pi. ;  Hume, 
S.  F.  xi,  p.  306 ;  Ogilvie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  20J). 

Arborophila  atrogulHris,  Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  449. 

Arboricola  atrigularis,  Oates  in  Hume's  N,  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  439. 

Feura,  Sylhet ;  Duboy^  Dubore,  Assam  ;  San-batai,  Chittagong. 

Coloration.  Crown  olive-brown,  passing  into  grey  on  the  fore- 
head and  rufous  on  the  nape  and  sides  of  neck ;  all  feathers, 
except  on  the  forehead,  with  black  shafts  or  terminal  spots ;  a  long 
supercilium  from  the  lores,  and  area  all  round  eye  black ;  a  pale 
grey  superciliary  stripe,  also  from  the  lores,  above  the  black  ; 
cheeks  white,  passing  into  pale  rufous  on  ear-coverts ;  back,  rump, 
and  upper  tail-coverts  yellowish  olive-brown,  the  feathers  broadly 
tipped  and  barred  with  black ;  scapulars  and  tertiaries  greyer,  with 
large  subterminal  black  spots  and  ferruginous  tips ;  wing-coverts 
light  greyish  olive  mixed  with  dark  brown ;  quills  brown,  secondaries 
ed^ed  and  mottled  on  the  outer  webs  with  rufous ;  tail-feathers 
mottled  olive  and  black ;  chin  and  throat  black  ;  fore  neck  black 
above,  with  white  edges  to  the  feathers,  below  with  grey,  passing 
into  the  grey  breast  aud  flanks,  the  latter  with  white  spots ;  middle 
of  abdomen  whitish ;  lower  tail-coverts  rufous -olive,  with  white  tips 
and  subterminal  black  spots.    Sexes  alike. 
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Bill  black ;  i rides  brown ;  skin  of  head,  cfaeoks,  and  throat  deep 
reddish  pink ;  legs  lobster-red  (Cripps). 

Length  about  11;  tail  2*5;  wing  5*5;  tarsus  1*75;  bill  from 
gape  '9. 

Distribution,  Assam  south  of  the  Brahmaputra :  the  Naga, 
Khdsi,  and  Gdro  hills,  Cachar,  Sylhet,  Tipperah,  and  Chittagong. 

13GG.  Arboricola  mandellii.     The  Reel-breasted  I/ill' Partruff/e, 

Arboricola  mandellii,  Hume^  P.  A,  S.  B,  1874,  p.  106;  id.  Cat. 
no.  82o  bis ;  Hume  ^-  Mnrsh.  Game  2?.  ii,  p.  83,  pi. ;  Ot/iltne  Grant, 
Cat.  n.  M.  xxii,  p.  214 ;    Waddell,  Gazetteer  Sikhim,  p.  23(). 

Arboriphila  mandellii,  Ilumej  6\  F.  ii,  p.  449  (1874),  iii,  p.  262,  pi.  i. 

Coloration,  Crown  and  nape  dull  chestnut,  forehead  and  lores 
brighter;  a  dark  grey  superciliary  band  commencing  above 
vach  eye  and  carried  back  to  meet  that  from  the  opposite  side 
behind  the  nape  ;  sides  of  head  and  neck,  and  collar  on  hind  neck 
deep  ferruginous  with  black  spots ;  upper  parts  olive,  the  feathers 
of  the  upper  back  slightly  fringed  with  blackish ;  lower  back, 
rump,  and  upper  tail-coverfs  with  pointed,  elongate,  black  spots ; 
scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wing-coverts  with  chestnut  edges  and 
black  subterminal  spots,  the  latter  smaller  thnn  in  A.  rufif/ularis : 
quills  brown,  outer  webs  of  secondaries  mottled  with  rufous;  tail 
olive-brown  ;  chin  and  throat  pale  chestnut,  followed  by  a  white 
gorget  with  a  black  border  behind;  most  of  the  breast  deep 
chestnut ;  lower  breast  and  abdomen  slaty  grey,  whitish  towards 
the  vent ;  sides  and  flanks  grey,  the  feathers  with  central  white 
spots  and  chestnut  edges ;  under  tail-coverts  olive,  with  white  spots 
and  tipped  rufous.     Sexes  alike. 

The  colours  of  the  soft  parts  have  not  been  recorded. 

Lens;th  about  11  ;  tail  225 ;  wing  5*5 ;  tarsus  1*7 ;  bill  from 
gape  *0. 

Distribution.  The  lower  hills  of  Sikhim  and  BhuUn  from  1000 
to  6000  feet  abovp  the  sea.  The  first  specimens  obtained  were 
from  the  Duars  of  Bhutiin ;  but  the  bird  has  since  been  pro- 
cured in  Sikhim  by  the  original  discoverer  Mr.  Mandelli  and  by 
Dr.  AVaddell. 

1367.  ATboricola  bniimeipectus.    The  Broum-breastetl 

Hill-Partridfje, 

Arboricola  brunneopectu>»,  Tirkeli,  Bli/th,  J.  A.  S.  Ii,x\\x,  p.  270 

(lHr>r>);  Hume  ^  Dav.  IS.  F,  vi,  p.  443;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  824  ter; 

Hume  wV  Marsh,  Game  Ii.  ii,  p.  87,  pi. ;  Binyham^  S,  F,  ix,  p.  195  ; 

(hfilvi^  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  216. 
Arbitrophila  bruimeopoctus,  Hume,  S.  F,  ii.  p.  449 ;  Hume  ^  Oates, 

S.  F.  iii.  p.  174;    IVaiden,  Ibis,  1875.  p.  459. 
Arljorirolabrunneipectuj*,  Bttfth  ^  Wald.  Birds  Bunn.  p.  150 ;  Oaten, 

B,  B.  ii,  p.  325;  Sait^dori,  Ann.  Mum,  OV.  Gen.  (2)  v,  p.  621  ; 

vii,  p.  426;  Gates,  Jour,  Bom.  N.  H.  Sac.  x,  p.  112. 

Coloration.  Forehead  and  brood  suporcilia  running  back  to  the 
sides  of  the  neck,  cheeks,  ear-coverts,  and  chio  buff  ;  lores,. a  line 
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above  and  another  beneath  the  eje,  the  two  uniting  and  ext^'nding 
back  abore  the  ear-coverts  to  a  large  pntch  on  the  side  of  the  nock, 
black;  crown  olive-brown,  the  featherti  tipped  black,  Hoinetiinos  (in 
young  birds  ?)  almost  wholly  black  witli  brown  barti ;  napo  and 
sides  of  neck  chiefly  or  wholly  black,  but  divided  from  each  other 
by  the  soperciliary  stripe ;  back  oUvaccous  brown,  with  rathor 
broad  and  nearly  straight  black  crosH-bars ;  rump  and  ufiptir 
tail-coverts  the  same,  but  the  black  bands  are  leHH  numt^rdim 
and  have  some  pale  bars  intervening;  Kcapulars,  tftrtiartHN,  and 
wing-coverts  paler  brown »  with  black  subterminal  H\H)tt  and  brond 
chestnut  tips;  quills  dark  brown,  outer  wehn  with  uiott)i*d  buff 
tips,  those  of  the  secondaries  broadly  edged  and  mott](;d  with 
chestnut ;  tail  iAWe  with  black  mottling ;  throat  and  fore  ut*rk 
thinly  clad  with  black-tipped  buff  feathers,  the  skin  cyjiiNpicuoutf 
between  them  ;  breast  brownish  rufescent  buCT;  mUh\U*of  aMouji'ii 
whitisL,  flanks  greyer,  each  feather  with  a  c^'ntral  round  uhiti? 
fpot  and  a  black  tip;  under  tail-C4)vert<»  buff  ujth  ttMhUfruntml 
broad  bhick  spots. 

Bill  blac^;  eyelids,  patch  l>ehiiid  the  eve.  aud  •'kin  of  ih<'  t^n/at 
red  ;  iris  dark  brown  ;  If^**  lake-r*-d  ;  claw«»  oranir*'  {Ott4  0), 

Length  about  11;  taii  :f-4;  wing  «3''> ;  tar^ut  \'l ,  Lii  lrou$ 
1. 

Dutrihtiiom.  The  eafrt'*:*m  «j>ur«  of  tlie  V*^'i  h\\\^  in  ^^viryf* «'« 
fore*t,  tb*-  raTiije*  ta*it  of  \\v*f  >i\jLnz\r<>m  Kaf^-un^^  »►  far  *o  itf»  a^ 


G^iiU*^  TS0FIC3FEBDIX,  H  }^u.  J  </* 
Two    Bljiii**^  a'jd    3Ja  a^au   ifjr*^<Aiu'y,^ .'r^   j^a«-t  m- ;•••^    «»^ 

of  f-'^jM^Tunc'.tu  o*— '»"i*^.  aua  **}  ♦»'»tii*-\»  uat  'j  5.T>-f't  j     .'i.-i;:*'.  u.  .«fi 
Bort  C'Cdi-d  a*K.Mt.  a:iJ  v:::.  n  ^/al'JL  .*f   ^i»:*-*:  Cvw-'*  I»u"i»'»*  vj 

4 

^T^rpifriyt^juzz  cLa'nuvufc-   jTiv/.'.V.  L'-i'*i'J  A    •^   /*"    J  .*  *  *     y    ^   v 

An»  r-i'ruib   'li.rirn'i**-.    'Jt'.t.*'t    J    A    ^    L     }y^    \      \     4-^-       Jj  j/'i   <f 
ff  a»{     2*i*-tj*    J'f'ft     I.     .'#*       Jirttt*    i>    />f'.'     i^     J-     *       \     h  ^t 

VUCt    fliain— fflTll^rr:      V  UiCl       l/*".\r^at     lltu';*'      W.  /u'l':*      \r>^.»" »  t" 
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sides  of  faL*e,  cliin,  and  throat  white,  the  feathers  with  blackish 
tips  ;  ear-coverts  brown ;  fore  neck  and  sides  of  neck  rufous  with 
black  spots ;  crown  and  nape  brown  with  an  olive  tinge ;  upper 
parts  from  the  neck  and  upper  breast  similar,  but  more  rufous, 
with  close  narrow  crescentic  black  bars,  and  the  lower  back,  rump, 
scapulars,  and  wing-coverts  mottled  with  rufous ;  quills  brown, 
outer  webs  of  secondaries  with  mottled  pale  rufous  bars ;  tail 
rufous  brown  with  irregular  black  cross-bars ;  middle  of  lower 
breast  ferruginous  red;  middle  of  abdomen  huffy  white ;  sides  rf 
both  flanks  and  lower  tail-coverts  pale  ferruginous,  with  irregular 
black  blotches  and  bars;  axillaries  and  a  patch  of  downy  feathers 
on  the  flanks  behind  them  white.     Sexes  alike. 

Bill  dusky  red  nt  base,  the  remainder  greenish  ;  eyelids  and 
orbital  skin  purplish  ;  legs  greenish,  claws  yellow  {Oate£), 

Length  about  11*5;  tail  3;  wing  6-25;  tarsus  1*6;  bill  from 
gape  '9. 

Distribution,  Locally  distributed  in  the  evergreen  forests  on  the 
eastern  slopes  of  the  Pegu  Yoma  and  throughout  Tenasserim, 
from  the  extreme  north  as  far  south  as  Tavoy. 

Habits,  Sfc.  Like  its  allies,  this  is  an  inhabitant  of  forests,  found 
sometimes  in  pairs,  sometimes  in  small  parties,  feeding  on  seeds 
and  insects,  and  but  rarely  seen  to  fly.  Davison  notices  that,  like 
the  Arboricolas,  these  birds  come  about  midday  to  forest  streams  to 
drink,  and  they  may  be  seen  on  pathways  early  in  the  morning. 
The  note  is  a  low,  soft,  double  whistle.  The  eggs  have  not  been 
recorded. 

The  other  species,  T,  charltoni,  inhabits  the  southern  part  of  the 
Malay  Peninsula,  Sumatra,  and  N.  Borneo.  Hume  repeatedly 
refers  to  a  story,  which  he  discredits,  of  this  species  having  been 
brought  from  Southern  Tenasserim  ;  but  I  cannot  find  any  trust- 
worthy record  of  a  Burmese  habitat  *.  T,  charltoni  may  be  recog- 
nized by  bavin?  the  bock  vermiculated  and  speckled  throughout,  the 
upper  breast  chebtnut,  and  the  legs  red. 

Genus  CALOPERDIX,  Blyth,  1865. 

This  genus  has  the  tail,  of  14  feathers,  less  than  half  the  length 
of  the  rounded  wing,  as  in  Arboricoln,  but  is  distinguished  by  its 
shorter  feet,  by  its  much  shorter  though  straight  claws,  that  of  the 
hallux  being  rudimentary,  and  by  the  tarsus,  which  is  considerably 
longer  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw,  being  armed  with  one  or 
two  spurs  in  males.     Sexes  alike  in  coloration. 

Two  or  three  species  or  races  are  known  from  the  Malay 
Peninsula.  Sumatra,  Borneo,  and  Java ;  one  ranges  into  Southern 
Tenasserim. 


•  Blyth,  •  Tbii,*  18(>7.  p.  IHO,  gave  "  Teimvcrirn  Mountains  "  an  the  locality  of 
this  and  a) ho  of  71  cfUoroj>u$,  but  the  insertion  in  the  ca«e  of  T,  ckaritoni  'ie  m 
palpable  misprint 
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ll\6*J.  Calopsrdix  OCulea.     The  Femtgirums  Wood-Parindae, 

Perdix  oculea.  Temm.  Pig,  et  Gall  iii,  pp.  408  &  732  (1815) ;  Gray 

in  Hardwicke's  III,  Ind.  ZooL  i,  pi.  68. 
Crvptonyx  ocellatus,  Vig,  ZooL  Joum,  iv,  p.  349  (1829). 
KoUulus  oceUatus,  Bltfth,  Cat,  p.  253. 
Caloperdix  ociilea,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxiv,  pt.  2,  p.  28.0 ;  id.  Ibt\ 

1867,  p.  160  ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  8,  F,  \l  p.  449 ;  Hutne,  Cat.  no.  831 

quat. ;  Hume  4*  Marsh.  Gains  B.  ii,  p.  101 ,  pi. ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii, 

p.  329 ;  Offline  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  222. 
Caioperdix  ocellata,  Blyth  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  151. 

Coloration.  Head,  neck,  and  lower  surface  deep  ferruginous  red, 
deepest  on  the  crown,  pale  and  albescent  on  the  supereilia,  chin, 
and  throat ;  upper  back  black  with  two  white  bands  on  each 
feather,  one  intramarginal,  and  an  inner  parallel  or  subparallel  to 
the  outer  ;  interscapular  region,  rump,  and  tail-coverts  black,  with 
deep  rufous  V-Bhaped  intramarginal  bands ;  scapulars  and  wing- 
coverts  olive-brown,  all  except  outer  coverts  with  rounded  black 
subterminal  spots;  quills  dark  brown,  secondaries  tipped  and 
mottled  on  the  outer  webs  with  rufous  buff ;  tail  black,  the  two 
middle  feathers  with  rufous  submarginal  bands ;  flanks  black  with 
white  bars ;  lower  flanks  and  under  tail-coverts  ferruginous  with 
black  spots ;  lower  abdomen  white  or  whitish  in  middle. 

Bill  black ;  irides  deep  brown ;  legs  and  feet  pale  dirty  green 
(Davison), 

Length  about  10-75;  tail  2*75;  wing  5*8;  tarsus  185;  bill 
from  gape  1. 

Distribution.  The  Malay  Peninsula,  extending  into  the  southern- 
most part  of  Tenasserim,  near  Bankasoon,  in  dense  forest.  A 
closely  allied  race  inhabits  Sumatra. 

Genus  CACCABIS,  Kaup,  1829. 

The  Red-legged  Partridges,  of  which  the  present  genus  consists, 
are  chiefly  Palaearctie,  one  species  ranging  into  Northern  India. 
They  are  birds  of  moderate  size  and  almost  uniform  upper  plumage, 
having  the  flanks  conspicuously  barred  with  black  or  chestnut. 
The  sexes  are  alike,  except  that  the  male  has  a  blunt  spur  on  the 
tarsus.  The  tail,  of  14  feathers,  is  slightly  rounded,  and  about  ^ 
to  I  the  length  of  the  wing.  Third  primary  generally  slightly  the 
longest,  1st  about  equal  to  otb  or  6th. 

1370.  Caccabis  chncar.     The  Chukor, 

Perdix  chukar,  Gray  in  Hardw.  III.  Ind.  ZjOoI.  i,  pi.  54  (1830  32). 
(.'hacura  pugnax,  Hodgs.  Madras  Jour.  L.  S.  v,  p.  305  (18.*^7). 
Caccabis  chukar,  Blyth,  Catj.  251  ;  Adar-ts,  P.  Z.  6.  1^58,  p.  502  ; 

1869,  p.  185;  Hume,  8,  F.  i,  p.  220;  id.  Cat.  no.  820;  Sadly, 

8.  F.  viii,  p.  348  ;  Biddtdph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  93 ;  Scully,  ibid.  p.  586  ; 

Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  j).  309;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  175;  Ogilvie 

Grant,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxii,  p.  113. 
Caccabis  chukor,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  664 ;  Siolic2ka,  J.A.S.  B.  xxxvii, 

k2 
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pt.  2,  p.  69 ;  Hume  <J-  Mar»h.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  33 ;  C.  H,  T.  Marshall, 
Ms,  1884,  p.  423 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N,  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  431. 

Caccabis  pallescemi,  Hume,  Lah,  to  Yark.  p.  283. 

Caccabis  pallidas,  Hume,  t.  c.  p.  284. 

Chukar,  H. ;  Kabk,  P. ;  'Kau-kau,  Kashmir ;  Chukru,  Chamba. 

Coloration,  Upper  parts  varying  from  brownish  olive  to  ashv, 
the  upper  back  and  scapulars,  and  sometimes  the  crown,  tinged 
with  vinous  red;  outer  scapulars  pure  ashy  with  broad  rufous 
edges  :  sinciput  and  sides  of  crown  alwajs  grey,  supercilia  bufiy, 
ear-coverts  dull  chestnut ;  a  black  band  across  the  forehead  to  each 
eye,  continued  behind  the  eye  round  the  throat  and  forming  a 
gorget ;  extreme  tip  of  chin  and  a  spot  at  each  side  of  gape 
black ;  lores,  sides  of  head,  and  throat  white  or  pale  buff ;  quills 
brown,  all  primaries  except  the  first  with  the  outer  web  buff  near 
the  tip,  and  a  huffy  patch  on  the  outer  edge  of  most  secondaries 
near  the  end ;  middle  tail-feathers  drab  like  the  rump,  terminal 
half  of  outer  tail-feathers  chestnut ;  breast  ashy  tinged  more  or 
less  with  brown,  and  the  sides  with  vinous ;  abdomen  and  lower 
tail-coverts  light  to  dark  buff ;  feathers  of  the  flanks  grey  at  the 
base,  each  with  two  black  bars,  buff  between  the  bars,  and  chestnut 
at  the  ends. 

Birds  from  the  Himalayas  are  darker  and  browner,  those  from 
Laddk,  the  Western  Punjab,  JSind,  and  other  dry  open  tracts  are 
greyer  and  paler.     The  black  gorget  varies  in  breadth. 

Bill  and  legs  red ;  irides  brown,  yellowish,  or  orange. 

Length  of  male  about  15  ;  tail  4*25  ;  wing  6-5  ;  tarsus  1*8  ;  bill 
from  gape  1*1.     Female  rather  smaller,  length  14  ;  wing  6. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  Western  and 
Central  Asia  from  the  Levant  to  China.  This  species  occurs  in 
the  Himalayas  as  far  east  as  Nepal  throughout  a  great  range  of 
elevation ;  also  in  the  hilly  parts  of  the  Punjab,  and  in  the  higher 
ranges  of  8ind  west  of  the  Indus.  A  closely-allied  form,  in  fact 
only  a  race,  C.  saxaiilis,  distinguished  by  its  black  lores,  inhabits 
the  mountains  of  JSouthern  Europe. 

Habits,  4i'c,  The  Chukor  keeps,  as  a  rule,  to  open  hillsides, 
amongst  scattered  bushes  or  grass,  but  it  is  also  found  in 
better  wooded  country  and  in  cultivated  fields.  These  birds 
keep  in  covejs  throughout  the  winter,  and  sometimes  the  coveys 
associate  in  flocks.  They  are  noisy,  and  often  utter  the  loud 
chuckling  double  note  from  which  their  name  is  taken.  In  spring 
they  break  up  into  pairs,  and  they  breed  from  April  to  August, 
later  at  higher  elevations  than  at  lower,  from  5000  or  6000  feet  up 
to  12,000,  and  higher,  even  at  16,000  in  Tibet.  The  nest,  a  few 
leaves  and  fibres  or  a  little  grass  on  the  ground,  contains  from  7  to 
14  eggs,  generally  8  to  10  ;  these  are  pale  cafe-au-lait  in  colour, 
spotted  and  speckled  with  purplish  pink  or  brown,  and  measure 
about  1-68  by  l-2o. 

Chukor,  where  they  are  abundant,  afford  fair  shooting;  but 
they  are  inferior  for  the  table  to  partridges,  in  general  being 
rather  dry. 
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Genus  AHHOPSBDIX,  Gould,  1651. 
There  are  but  tvrn  nearly  allied  apeciea  in  the  present  genus. 
One,  A.  hetji,  \a  found  in  Arabia,  I^ypt,  and  Nubia ;  the  other 
rtnges  from  the  Buphrat«s  to  the  ladiis.  Buth  are  of  small  size, 
tnd  the  sexes  diSer  considerably  in  plumage.  The  tad  is  short, 
about  half  as  long  as  the  wing,  and  sliehtly  rounded,  of  12  feathers. 
Wing  rounded ;  3rd  primary  usually  longest ;  1st  but  little 
sborter,  and  about  equal  to  or  bettveen  5th  and  tith.     No  spurs. 


1371.  AmmopflTdiz  bonhami.     The  Seeaee. 

Pefdii  bonhami,  Fhttfr,  P.  Z.  iS.  1843,  p.  70. 

Ainmoperdix  bonhami,  Goiiid,  Bird*  Atiu,  vii,  pi.  1  ;  Adanu,  P.  Z.  S. 

1858,  p.  503;   Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  567;   Burnt.  S.  F.  i,  p.  220; 

id.   Cat.   no.   631;    HtoHt  $    M/irtli.   Game   B.   ii,   p.   45,   pL; 

Saritu,  Birdt  Bom.  p  310 ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  ISSfl,  p.  175 ;  Oatet 

inffume'i  A'.  .^  £.  2ud  ed.  iii.p.  4;I3;  OgUeie  (iraat,  C<a.  B.  M. 

ssii,  p.  u>a 

Thf  Settee  Pitrtridge,  Jerdon  ;  Sin,  Piinj:ib,  Sind  ;   Tlhii,  P. 


Fig.  Si.  —  yitad  ul  .*.  bo,.ha,ni.     \. 

Coloration.  Male.  A  bW'k  frontal  band  carried  back  above  each 
eye  and  over  the  ear-coverls,  succeeded  below  by  a  silky-whito 
band  through  the  eye,  including  the  lores  and  ear-coitrts,  and 
terminating  behind  in  a  rufous  patch ;  below  the  white  are  traces 
of  a  black  streak ;  crown  and  nape  dull  a»by  prey,  sides  of  neck 
^rey  with  whit«  zigrog  cross-bara ;  hind  neck  and  bftt-k  similar,  but 
the  bars  overlaid  and  partially  concealed  by  vinoun  red  :  lower 
back,  wings,  nimp.  upper  taiI-covert«,  and  middle  lail-feathern 
nndy  grey  finely  vermiculated  with  buff,  especially  on  Ihe  ncapularti 
and  tertiaries,  feathers  of  the  lower  back  and  rurup  with  small 
hlarkisb  arrochead-ahaped  spolH  along  the  sliafts ;  primaries 
hruwn,  and,  except  the  first,  burred  with  buff  on  the  outer  weh; 
secondaries  brown,  mottled  with  buff  on  the  outer  web  and  s<i]ne- 
times  on  the  inner  near  the  shaft ;  outer  Inil-feathem  brownish 
rhestnut,  more  or  less  pale-tipped ;  chin  whitifh,  ptvofiiig  into  a»hv 
grey  on  the  throat,  cheeks,  and  fore  neck ;  brenit  vinous  liiirf. 
pawing  into  yellowish  buflf  on  tho  abilomen  and  loui-r  tail-ciivfrt". 
the  feathers  of  the  upper  abdomen  with  rufous  mnrgius,  iIumu  uf 
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the  flanks  uliitish,  with  chestnut  inner  webs  and  black  margins  to 
each  web. 

Femahs  differ  in  wanting  the  black  and  white  markings  of  the 
head,  which  is  dull  brownish  grey  irregularly  barred  with  whitish ; 
the  upper  parts  are  more  isabelliue  than  in  the  male,  the  wings 
more  coarsely  marked,  and  the  scapulars  blotched  with  brown  ; 
there  is  no  grey  on  the  throat  nor  black  and  chestnut  on  the  flanks, 
the  lower  parts  are  barred  light  brown  and  buff,  the  tbroat  is 
whitish,  the  middle  of  the  abdomen  with  the  lower  tail-coverts 
being  entirely  buff,  and  there  are  broad  but  faint  oblique  streaks 
of  whitish  on  the  abdomen  and  flanks. 

Bill  orange  to  chestnut ;  irides  yellow  to  orange-brown ;  legs 
wax-yellow ;  claws  pale  brown  (Hume). 

Length  of  male  about  10;  t^il  2*5;  wing  5*5;  tarsus  1*25;  bill 
from  gape  '7.     Females  are  rather  smaller :  wing  5. 

Distribution.  The  8alt  fiange  and  Khariar  hills  of  the  Punjab : 
Hazdra,  and  all  the  ranges  of  the  Punjab  and  Sind  west  of  the 
Indus.  To  the  westward  this  bird  ranges  throughout  Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan,  and  Persia,  and  is  said  to  have  been  obtained  in 
Arabia  near  Aden. 

Habits^  Sfc,  The  Seesee  is  chiefly  found  on  bare  rooky  and  stony 
hillsides,  aud  is  commonly  seen  in  ravines,  never  in  forest  or  thick 
bush.  It  is  a  bird  of  hilly  deserts.  It  is  usually  met  with  in  pairs 
even  in  the  winter.  Thd  call  is  a  soft,  clear,  double  note.  The 
flight  rather  resembles  a  quaiFs,  and  the  bird  rises  with  a  whistle. 
This  species  breeds  from  April  till  June,  and  lays  8  to  12  creamy- 
white  eggs,  measuring  about  1*4  by  1*03,  in  a  slight  nest  on  the 
ground,  often  between  stones  or  under  a  bush,  llume  speaks  of 
iSeesec  as  pour  eating,  but  my  experience  of  them  in  tSind  and 
Persia  was  much  more  fuTOurable. 


Genus  FRAKCOLINUS,  Stephens,  1819. 

Tail  of  14  feathers,  slightly  rounded,  rather  more  than  half  as 
long  as  the  wing;  the  3rd  or  4th  quill  longest,  5th  and  6th  nearly 
as  long.  Tarsus  usually  spurred  in  males.  8exes  similar  or  dis- 
similar. 

The  Indian  birds  included  in  the  present  genus  by  Mr.  Ogilvie 
Grant,  whom  1  have  followed,  have  been  by  most  ornithologists 
divided  between  two  genera,  Francolinus  and  Ortt/gornis,  the  Grey 
and  Kyah  Partridges  being  referred  to  the  latter,  which  is  distin- 
guished by  having  the  sexes  alike,  by  different  plumage,  voice, 
and  habits.  But  the  sexes  are  similar  in  FrancoHnus  pictut^  the 
habits  of  the  two  species  referred  to  OrtygonxtB  have  nothing  in 
common,  and  there  are  African  forms  that  tend  to  connect  all  the 
Indian  speiues  with  each  other.  The  great  majority  of  the  42 
species  referred  to  FrancoHnus  are  African,  but  Ave  species  are 
found  in  India  or  Burma,  and  some  of  them  range  over  a  great  part 
of  Southern  Asia. 
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Key  to  the  Species. 

4.  Quilld  transversely  barred  or  spotted  with 
buff  on  both  webs. 
a\  Scapolars  with  a  conspicuous  buff  9ub- 
marginal  band, 
a".  A  chestnut  collar  in  males  and  nuchal 

patch  in  females    F.  vulgaris,  p.  135. 

b".  'bio  chestnut  on  neck K  pictus,  p.  137. 

b'.  No  submarginal  buff  band  on  scapulars. .     K  chtnenns,  p.  138. 
b.  Quills  without  transversely  elon^te  spots 
or  bars. 
c\  Breast  buff,  with  narrow  black  cross-bars.     F.  pondieerianus,  p.  139, 
tf.  Breast  brown,  with  broad  longitudinal 

u'hite  stripes F.  gularisj  p,  141. 

1372.  Francolilllis  ynlgaris.     The  Black  PartHdfje  or  Common 

Francolin, 

Tetrao  francolin  us,  Linn,  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  275  (1760). 

Francolinus  vulgaris,  Steph.  in  Sfiaw^s  Gen.  Zool.  xi,  p.  3l9  (1819) ; 

Blyth,  Cat.  p.  251 ;  Jerdon,  B,  L  iii,  p.  558 ;  Blanford,  J.A.S.  B. 

XXX vi,  pt,  2,  p.  200 ;  xxxviii,  pt.  2,  p.  190;  StoUczka,  J.  A,  S.  B. 

XXX  vii,  pt  2,  p.  68;   xli,  pt.  2,  p.  249;   Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  226; 

Godw.'Aust,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  83 ;  Butler  ^  Hume,  IS.  F.  i^, 

p.  5;  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  225;   Hume,  Cat.  no.  818;   Scidly,  S.  I. 

viii,  p.  348;  Hume  8f  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  9,  pi. ;  Reid,  S.  F.  x, 

p.  62;  MurdorJi,  ibid.  p.  1C8  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  3U7  ;  Hume^ 

S.  F,  xi,  p.  304;   St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  175;    Oates  in  Humes 

N.  (J-  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  428. 
Francolinus  melanonotus,  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  305. 
Francolinus  francolinus,  Oyilvie  Grant,  Ibis,  189-,  p.  38 ;  id.  Cat, 

B.  M.  xxii,  p.  132. 

Kala-titar,  EL ;  Kais-tOar,  2  >  Nepal ;  Tefra,  Garhwal  ;  Vrembi, 
Manipur. 

Coloration.  Male.  Crouii  blackish  brown,  the  feathers  broadly 
edged  with  pale  browu  and  on  the  nape  vi  ith  white ;  sides  of  head, 
with  the  chin  and  throat,  black,  except  an  elongate  white  patcii 
running  back  from  beneath  each  eye  and  including  the  ear-coverts ; 
a  broad  chestnut  collar  all  round  the  neck;  behind  this  the  upper 
back  and  the  sides  of  the  breast  are  black,  the  feathers  with  a 
Urge  white  spot  on  each  web ;  scapulars,  interscapulars,  tertiaries, 
and  wing-coverts  brown ;  each  feather  with  a  submarginal  tawny 
or  bufE  band,  nearly  or  quite  continuous,  and  pale  edges  ;  pri- 
maries and  secondaries  dark  brown,  with  tawny-bu£E  tranfi verse 
spots  on  both  webs,  forming  imperfect  bars ;  lower  back,  rump, 
upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail-tVathers  black  with  narrow  white  bars, 
terminal  third  of  outer  tail-feathers  unbarred  black  ;  breast  and 
upper  abdomen  pure  black  in  old  birds;  flanks  spotted  white  like 
sides  of  the  breast,  but  the  two  white  spots  on  each  feather 
coalesce  posteriorly ;  lower  abdomen  and  thigh-coverts  light 
chestnut  tipped  with  white ;  vent  and  under  taii-coverts  pure 
dark  chestnut. 
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Female  like  the  male  above,  hut  paler  and  duller ;  the  chestnut 
on  the  neck  is  confined  to  a  patch  at  the  back  ;  the  rump  and  tail 
are  brown,  with  dark-edged  buff  bars  that  are  wider  apart  than  the 
white  bars  of  the  male;  sides  of  head  and  supercilia  buff,  the  ear- 
coverts  dark  brown ;  lower  parts  buff,  chin  and  throat  whitish,  the 
remainder  irregularly  barred  with  brown,  the  bars  on  the  feathers 
waved  or  arrowhead-shaped  and  broadest  on  the  Banks.  In  old 
female  birds  the  bars  on  the  lower  surface  are  narrower,  and  they 
tend  to  disappear  on  the  abdomen. 

In  young  males  the  black  feathers  of  the  breast  have  a  p«r  of 
subterminal  white  spots  like  thosB  of  the  sides,  and  the  ohm  and 
throat  are  mixed  with  white.  Young  females  have  the  breast 
similarly  spotted,  not  barred. 

Bill  black  in  the  male,  dusky  brown  in  the  female ;  irides  brown ; 
legs  and  feet  brownish  red  to  orange. 

Length  of  male  about  13-5;  tail  4  ;  win?  G-25  ;  tarsus  1*9  ;  bill 
from  gape  1*15.  Pemales  are  rather  smaller,  but  there  is  much 
variation  in  size  in  both  scx'.'s.  The  male  has  a  spur  on  each 
tarsus. 

JHstt'iltution,  The  Black  Partridge  is  found  in  suitable  localities 
throughout  Northern  India  from  the  Punjab  and  SSind  to  Assam, 
8y Ihet,  Cachar,  and  Manipur,  the  southern  boundary  in  India 
running  f.outh  of  Cutch  and  north  of  Kattywar,  thence  approxi- 
jnately  through  Dnt'sa,  Gwalior,  and  Sambalpur  to  the  Chilka 
Ijike  in  Orissa,  whilst  to  the  northward  this  bird  ascends  the 
outer  ranges  of  the  Himalayas,  and  is  found  along  the  river-valleys 
to  about  5000  feet  or  occasionally  higher.  This  Francolin  is  not 
known  to  range  east  or  f^outh  beyond  Manipur,  but  west  of  India 
it  occurs  throughout  Persia  to  Mesopotamia,  Asia  Minor,  and 
Cyprus,  and  was  formerly  found  in  Greece,  Italy,  JSicily,  and 
^^pain,  though  it  is  now  extinct  in  those  countries. 

JInhiUy  Sec,  The  Black  Partridge  is  most  commonly  found  in  the 
Indo-Gangetic  plain  und  neighbouring  parts  of  India,  where  high 
grass  and  tamarisk  scrub  occur  in  the  neighbourhood  of  water  on 
the  borders  of  cultivation.  It  is  found  in  cultivation  away  from 
jungle  and  in  bush,  but  less  abu)idantly,  and  it  is  always  ntet  with 
singly  or  in  pairs,  never  in  coveys,  except  immediately  after  the 
breeding-season.  It  feeds,  like  other  partridges,  on  seeds  and 
insects.  The  call  of  the  male,  especially  uttered  in  the  morning 
and  evening,  from  an  ant-hill  or  some  similar  slight  elevation,  is 
harsh,  and  res<*mbles  the  crow  of  a  pheasant  or  jungle-fowl  more 
than  the  recapitulated  double  whistle  of  most  partridges;  it  has 
l)een  imitated  in  Hindustani  by  the  pious  ^* Suhhdn,  teri  kwlrat^* 
(Omnipotent,  thy  ])ower),  and  liy  the  vulgar  **  Uthsan^  pidj,  adrok  " 
(garlic,  onion,  ginger),  but  ^^jul'-jul^  tee-tte-tar^^  or  the  English 
imitation  **  be  quicl%  pay  your  debts,**  come  nearer  to  the  five  notes 
of  the  cry.  The  breeding- season  is  from  May  to  August,  chiefly 
in  June,  and  from  0  to  10  eggs  of  a  drab  or  stone  colour, 
measuring  about  1*5G  by  1*2S,  are  laid  on  the  ground  in  a  more  or 
less   loosely-constructed   nest  of   straw,  grass,  roots,  or  leaves. 
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Where  abundant  the  Black  Partridge  affords  excellent  shootini^, 
especially  from  elephants,  and  the  flesh  is  gamej  and  well- 
flavoured. 

1373.  FrancoUniUI  pictos.     The  PainUd  Partridge. 

Perdix  picta,  Jard,  4-  Selby,  111,  Om,  pi.  50  a^28). 

Perdix  oepburoii,  Grai/  in  Hardw,  III.  Ind.  ZoU,  i,  pi.  o5  (18'J0  82). 

Fnineulmus  pictus.  Blyth^  Vat,  p.  251 ;  Jerdon^  B,  L  iii,  p.  501  ; 
Beavan,  Ibis,  1868,  p.  i^8ii;  King,  J,  A,  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  2UJ; 
Z%rf,  Bns,  1873.  p.  41 5 ;  Butler  <S  Hume,  S.  F,  i v,  p.  IJ ;  v,  p.  2 1 1 ; 
Fairbank,  8.  F.  iv,  p.  202 ;  Ball,  S.  F,  v,  p.  410 ;  vii,  p.  225 ;  7/iimr, 
Cat.  no.  819;  Hume  <j-  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  IH,  pi.;  Legr/e, 
Birds  Ceyl.  p.  744 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  208  :  Butler,  ihid.  p.  41'2  ; 
Vidal,  S.  F.  x,  p.  160;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  308;  Outes  in 
Humes  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii  p.  430 ;  OyUoie  Grant,  Ibis,  lbU2, 
p.  40 ;  idL  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  13S. 

Tit4tr,  Kala  tilar,  Mahr. ;  Kakhera  kodi,  Tel. 

Coloration,  Male.  Forehead,  supercilia,  lores,  and  Hides  of  head 
dull  ferruginous  red ;  crown  black  with  buff  edg»r8  to  the  fc^therH ; 
back  and  sides  of  neck  the  same,  but  the  buff  edges  are  broader  and 
more  rufous;  upper  hack  black  with  white  spots;  wing-coverts 
blackish  brown,  with  large  rufous-buff  spots  and  bars ;  scapulars 
the  same,  each  with  a  submarginal  buff  band;  quills  brown,  with 
iruisverselv  broad  rufous-buff  spots  on  e:ich  web,  liecoming  bars 
on  the  secondaries ;  lower  back,  rump,  upfK*r  tail-<;overtH,  and 
middle  tail-feathers  narrowly  Ijarred  black  arid  whit4f ;  outer  tali- 
feathers  the  same,  but  with  bla/:k  ends,  whuh  are  brxt/i^fr  on  \h*s 
outerm<»t  feather?  ;  chin  and  thn^>at  paler  f^Tru^inou^  tJian  th<; 
cheeks  and  beco'oing  streak*^  with  black  on  the  fon?  tnn'k;  hn-i^^t 
and  flanks  nearlr  eo*ere>d  with  buffy-whjt<?  fcpo*«  Mrj/arat«-<l  irotu 
etueh  other  bj'  black:  Jow^r  a^>fiorjien  djil  rufou*,  jA%»ji3ij(  isAo 
chestnut  on  the  low^r  taij-c^yv^rrts. 

Femaltt  ftcarith'  d^fft^r  ex^ie-pt  iJ»at  t}j<r  f/aV  f>Jir<?  <m  tlx?  I'/vn-r 
bock,  ramp,  actd  tail  are  m«^r<r  di•^ta^Jt,  a?jd  J>iff  iji^t*-a.d  <A  wh.tA- ; 
the  throat  xoo  i§  vLiti^rj. 

Bill  blac-kif L :  ijid*r*  diLrk  I/to'ajj:  J«^'^  r*:,y/^Wii  r*^d  iJtr^oH), 

No  Sp^lTB  in  «tli€T  «^X- 

Jjensth  Vl\  t!i']->:  tuvj;^  ->»>  i  Uf^•-l^  j-7:  b'i-  fr<y«,  i'.*;>^'  I'O-v, 
northern  trruTidarx  vf  lS*f  rb'^t**-  '/  ^^j*"  ^'^i/ •  *.»^  i^i*"*.*-.  •''•.  v»s.«-ii 

iiorti>*irn  part*  of  i.t»*-  Muci'-iw-  J^rH^ia-^'j'-*  :  ^n.  )  f-u.^^^r  •<</•' !•<*»•  ^'>■.4•r. 

CaalTifc]  Prc»viij"t-  vent  umc  b'.aiv,  v!  ^  u  v\ tt'-ii.  i^  m. 

ffw^tiL  Arv..  Similar  tc-  tiii'^?»<r  v**  ^'.  v^t^yjv-ru.  \':.*'.i"^*\  !''ti*'  '  •!»  «^»  i^M^rt 
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often  perches  in  trees ;  the  male  especially  often  utters  its 
call-note,  which  resembles  that  of  the  Black  Partridge,  but  is  less 
barsb  and  has  a  very  different  tone,  from  a  tree.  The  nest  and 
eggs  closely"  resemble  those  of  the  Black  Partridge  ;  the  breeding- 
season  is  from  July  to  September  (June  to  August  according  to 
Jerdon),  and  the  eggs,  usually  7  or  8  in  number,  are  creamy  white 
to  drab  in  colour,  and  measure  about  1*4  by  1*18. 

Where  plentiful  this  Partridge  affords  good  shooting,  and  it  is, 
in  the  cold  season,  an  excellent  bird  for  the  table. 

On  the  boundary  between  the  areas  inhabited  by  the  Black  and 
Painted  Partridge  respectively  hybrids  between  the  two  have  been 
found,  as  at  Deesa  by  Capt.  Butler  (Hume  &  Marsh. '  Game  Birds/ 
ii,  p.  25,  pi.),  and,  I  think,  in  Cutch  and  Katty war  (J.  A.  S.  B. 
xxxviii,  pt.  2,  p.  190;  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  121).  For  the  hybrid  the  name 
F.inUrmediuft  was  suggested  by  Butler  (S.  F.  v,  p.  211),  and  the 
name  was  at  ooe  time  accepted  by  Ogilvie  Grant  (Ibis,  1892,  p.  4U). 

1374.  FrancolmnB  chinensis.     The  Eastern  or  Chinese  FrancoUn. 

Tetrao  chinensis,  Osbeck,  Vvy,  China^  ii,  p.  326  (1771). 

Tetrao  perlatus,  Gm,  HysL  Nat.  i,  2,  p.  758  (1788). 

Francohnus  perlatus,  Steph.  in  Shaw's  Gen.  ZooL  xi,  p.  32»>;  Ander- 

Sony  Yunnan  Hrped.,  Aves^  p.  672. 
Perdix  phayrei,  Blyth,  J,  A.  IS.  B,  xii,  p.  1011  (1843). 
FrancohDua  sinensis,  Blyth^  Cat.  p.  2ol ;    Wardl.'Bams.  Ibis,  1877, 

p.  468. 
Francolinus  phayrei,  Blyth,  J,  A.  S.  B.  xxiv,  p.  480 ;  Btyth  <$>  Wald. 

Birds  Burm.  p.  149. 
Francolinus  chinensis,  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  539;  id.  S.  F,  iii,  p.  171  ; 

id.  Cat,  no.  819  bis ;  Bume  8f  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  443 ;  Hume  Sf 

Marsh,  Game  B,  ii,  p.  27,  pi. :   OateSy  B.  B,  ii,  p.  323 ;  id.   in 

Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  431 ;  Ogiloie  Grant,  Ibis,  1892,  p.  3J) ; 

id.  Cat.  B,  M.  xxii,  p.  130. 

Khd,  Burmese. 

Coloration,  Male,  Middle  of  crown  dark  brown,  the  feathers 
pale-edged,  a  dull  rufous  or  rufous-brown  band  o\\  each  side;  fore- 
head and  a  band  running  back  on  each  side  above  the  eye  black,  a 
second  black  band  from  the  gape  beneath  the  ear-coverts ;  between 
the  two  a  white  band  from  the  lores  beneath  the  eye  and  including 
the  ear-coverts ;  neck  all  round,  upper  back,  and  wing-coverts 
black  with  white  spots;  scapulars  and  tertiaries  black  with  buff 
spots,  and  broadly  edged  and  tipped  with  dull  chestnut ;  quills 
brown,  with,  on  both  webs,  small  buff  or  whitish  spots  that 
become  bars  on  the  outer  uebs  of  the  secondaries;  lower  back  and 
rump  black,  narrowly  and  closely  barred  with  white ;  tail-coverts 
greyish  brown,  similarly  barred;  tail-feathers  black,  with  white 
bars  on  the  basal  two-thirds;  chin  and  throat  white ;  breast  and 
abdomen  with,  large  white  spots  on  a  black  ground,  the  spot-s 
increasing  in  size  and  becoming  broad  bars  behiud;  under  tail- 
coverts  pale  chestnut. 

The  female  differs  from  the  male  in  having  the  sides  of  the 
bead  buff,  with  broken  brown  supei*ciliary  and  cheek  stripes :  the 
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upper  plamage  brown,  with  little  or  no  chestnut  on  the  ^capillars 
and  tertiaiies,  the  upper  back  aud  iwapulars  with  ill-defined  pale 
spot«  and  bars,  and  whitish  shafts ;  the  lower  back,  rump,  and 
upper  tail-coverts  vermiculated  uitb  buff  and  with  mirrow  sub- 
distant  buff  and  broad  dark  brown  cross-bands ;  chin  and  throat 
sullied  whit« ;  breast  and  abdomen  buff,  deeper  posteriorly,  barred 
with  dark  brown,  the  bars  farther  apart  behind,  middle  of  lower 
abdomen  unbarred  and  passing  into  dull  chestnut  on  the  lower 
tail-coverts. 

Bill  dark  blackish  brown;  irides  light  reddish  hazel;  eyelids 
pale  greenish  ;  legs  orange  (Oales),     The  male  has  large  spurs. 

Length  13;  tail  3;  wing  5-75;  tarsus  1*7;  bill  from  gape  1. 
The  female  is  a  little  smaller. 

Digtnhution,  South  China,  Cochin  China,  Siam,  and  parts  of 
Burma.  This  Partridge  is  common  in  parts  of  the  Irrawaddy 
Valley,  north  of  Promo,  and  was  found  in  Karennee  by  Major 
Wardlaw-Bamsay.  Specimens  are  in  the  British  Museum  labelled 
Toungngoo  and  Thounggyen  valley. 

Habit9y  ^r.  Very  similar  to  those  of  the  last  two  species.  This 
Francolin  is  found  in  forest-clearings,  bamboo  jungle,  and  wast4) 
land.  The  breeding-season  in  Burma  is  in  June  aud  July ;  the 
eggs,  sometimes  8  in  number,  are  pale  buff,  and  are  laid  on  the 
ground.     They  measure  about  1*5  by  1*2. 

1375.  FnuLColinna  pondicerianus.     The  Gretj  Partridfjc 

Ttftrao  pondicerianus,  Gm.  Si/st.  Nat.  i,  2,  p.  700  (178cf). 
Francolinus  poDdicerianus,  Step/i.  in  ifhatc^s  Gen.  Xooi.  xi,  p.  IVJ]  ; 

OffUtie  Grant,  /6i>,  1802,  p.  40;  id.  Cat.  li.  M.  xxii,  p.  141. 
Perdix  orientalis,   Gray  in  Hardw.  Ill,  Ind,  Zool.  i,  |)1.  r>|},  fi^.  2 

( 18;J0-32). 
Perdix  poaticeriana,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  202. 
OrtTgomis  ponticeriana,  Jerdon,  B.  1.  iii,  p.    'M) ;   Ilumr,  S.  F,  i, 

iL  227 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  22o. 
OrtTgomis  pondicerianus,  Hume,  X.  Sir  E.  p.  542  ;  Hume  vV  Mttmh, 

Game  B.  ii,  p.  51,  pi.:  iii,  p.  4.3-4;  ////»w^,  t*nt.  no.  H22  \  l.^ffu*** 

Birds  Ceyl.  p.  748 ;  Butler,  H,  F.  ix,  p.  422 ;   lOid,  S.  F.  x.  i).  lii' ; 

Darrson, ibid.  Ji.  410;  Barnes, Birds  Jiom.i».',\]\  ;  (Jafrs  in  lluuwi 

y.  Sf  £.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  4^i5. 

TViter,  Bamrlitar,  Gora-titar,  Sa/ed-fifar,  H.  ;  Jiruft'u  P.  ;  A////r, 
Beng.,  Uriya;  Gmcjal-huki,  Can.;  Kondari,  'Inrn. ;  A'uirufru,  '|.i|  , 
(Mtaa-watuwa,  Cing. 

Cdaraiion,  Crown  and  nape  brown,  for»h»-fi^l  rufrHii*,  ■nju'r 
ciliary  band  and  sides  of  head  pale  mfouii,  «)>«'r-kli/|  wiHi  hl»if  k  om 
the  lores  and  below  the  eye;  ear-fovrrf'«  (l>irl<»'r  nrid  f»rowiM«f  , 
hick,  scapulars,  and  wing-coverts  li';ht  ii^rt'y\^U  hrowf»,  rnitrd  v^iili 
cheslnnt,  banded  transversely,  raMi#T  rlixfantly.  with  iMifTy  whtU*, 
the  bordera  of  the  white  band?*  dark  brown,  «hnff««  of  tfio  fonOiotn 
whitish,  especially  on  the  ftcapijlar»  and  cov^tU  ;  fjnilU  l»rn\vn, 
outer  weba frequently  with  whiri.'tfi  •ij>r,f4,  ^^TorKJHru'^  fnifid^d  \ii(h 
whitish;  npper  tail-covertn  and  muld^n  tail  fm^ht  r*  \trttyvu,  nr»r»ly 
Tctmicoiated  with  buff,  and  with    l;'ilTy-\vfnr»  rro««^  Imit*   hrtvini^ 
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blackish  borders  ;  outer  tuil-covert*  chestnut,  ahading  towards  the 
ends  into  dark  brown,  pale-tipped:  chin  nnd  throut  whitish  to 
rafoua  buff,  surrouDded  by  a  broken  blarkish- brown  banti;  re- 
inaindur    of   lower    parts   buff    with    narrow,    rather    irregular. 


Fig.  38.-H»d  of  F.  pondict 

s,  thnt  are  partly  or  wholly  waoting  on  the  middle 
of  the  abdomen,  vent,  and  lower  tall-coverts. 

Sexes  alike  in  colour. 

Bill  dusky  jilumbeous ;  irides  hazel-brown ;  legs  dull  red  {Jer- 
don). 

Length  of  a  male  about  125;  tail  3-6;  wing  5*5;  tarsus  I'd; 
bill  from  gape  O.  Females  are  ralher  smaller.  The  uiale  has 
a  dhnrp,  well -developed  spur  ou  the  tarsus. 

Dittribution.  Common  throughout  India,  except  in  thick  forests, 
and  ranging  westward  through  tjoutbern  Afghanistan,  Baluchistan, 
and  Southern  Persia  to  the  Persian  Oulf.  The  eastern  limit  of 
this  Partri<lge'8  range  is  approximately  the  enstern  border  of  the 
■  hilly  country  from  Midnapnr  to  Rajmebal  and  a  line  theuce  north- 
wards to  the  Himalayas.  The  species  is  wanting  in  Lower  Bengal 
and  in  all  countries  to  the  eastward,  and  is  also  unknown  in  the 
Malabar  coastlands  south  of  Bombay.  It  is  found  near  the  coast 
in  Northern  Ceylon,  but  not  in  the  interior  and  southern  parts  of 
the  island.  It  In  seldom  found,  either  in  the  peninsula  or  on  the 
Himalayas,  much  more  than  1500  feet  above  the  sea. 

/labilt,  ijc  The  common  (Jrey  Partridge  of  India  is  most  abun- 
dant in  tracts  where  the  country  is  half  cultivated,  and  pntelies  of 
bush  jungle  ore  interspersed  amongst  fields  and  villages.  It  avoids 
forests  and  swampy  grounds.  It  is  often  found  in  coveys  at  the 
commencement  of  the  cold  season,  but  pairs  early.  Its  call,  uttered 
in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  is  one  of  the  familiar  Indian  bird- 
sounds,  beginning  with  two  or  three  single  harsh  notes,  and 
continuing  with  a  succession  of  trisyllabic,  shrill,  ringing  cries.  It 
feeds  on  seeds  and  insects,  and  is  probably  at  times  a  foul  feeder, 
though,  as  Jerdon  correctly  says,  it  is  often  unjustly  accused.  On 
account  of  its  running  habits,  it  is  held  in  poor  account  by  sports- 
men, though  its  flight  is  very  strong  and  steady.  As  a  bird  for 
the  table,  it  is  dry.  but  if  killed  early  in  the  cold  season,  befurtt 
pairing,  it  is  by  no  means  so  deficient  in  flavour  as  it  has  by  some 
writers  been  represented  to  be.     The  principal  breed ing-senson  is 
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from  February  to  May  or  June,  but  many  pairs  lay  a  3€«ond  time 
betv^een  Sep^mber  and  November;  the  e<r?s,  six  to  nine  in 
number,  are  spotless  white,  tinged  with  pale  brownish,  measuns 
sboot  1*3  by  1*03,  and  are  laid  in  a  hollow  in  the  ground,  generally 
situated  beside  a  bush  or  tuft  of  grass,  and  as  a  nile  more  or  less 
lined  with  grass. 

This  bird  is  often  kept  in  cages  by  natives  of  lndia,.either  on 
account  of  its  call,  or,  by  Mahommedans  especially,  for  fighting: 
purposes.  The  cocks  are  very  pugnacious,  and  the  methods  of 
capturing  them  are  due  to  this  circumstance,  a  tame  cock  IxMug 
placed  out  as  a  decoy,  often  in  a  cage,  and  the  wild  birds  capturt^d  iu 
nooses  or  a  net  when  they  approach  to  tight  it. 

1376.  FrancolinnB  gpllaris.     The  Kyah  or  Swamp-Parlrkhif, 

Perdix  gularia,  Temm,  Pig.  et  Gall,  iii,  pp.  401,  731  (1815) ;  Orai/  in 
Hardw.  111.  Ind.  Zooi.  i,  pi.  56,  %.  1  ;  Blyth,  Cut  p.  251. 

Franco linus  gularis,  G.  R.  Gray,  List  Sp.  B,  iii,  p.  84;  OyiUie 
Grant,  Ibis,  180U,  p.  40 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M,  xxii,  p.  l.V*. 

Ortvgomis  gularis,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  572 ;  Godic-AusL  J.  A.  S.  II. 
xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  273  ;  xlv.  pt.  2,  p.  83 ;  Hume  ^-  Marsh.  Game  B. 
ii,  p.  59,  pi.;  Humey  Cat.  no.  823:  Hmne  Sr  Inyiin,  S.  F.  ix, 
p.  258 ;  Hume  ^  Cnpps,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  305 ;  Oates  in  Humes  N, 
4-  £.  iii,  p.  437. 

Kytih,  Khyr,  Eaijah,  Beng. ;  JTot,  Koera,  Assam  ;  Bhii-titar,  Cacliar. 

Coloration.  Crown  and  nape  brown;  superciliary  stripe  and  a 
broader  band  below  the  e3'e  and  ear-coverts  whitish  buff;  a  brown 
band  through  the  eye  including  the  ear-coverts  ;  upper  parts 
brown,  more  rufous  in  patches,  marked  throughout  with  tranH>erHi) 
black-edged  buff  bars  ;  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wing-covtTtM  with 
whitish  shafts;  primaries  brown,  passing  into  chestnut  towards 
the  base;  secondaries  the  same,  but  the  inner  quills  b«M()tninf^ 
barred  with  buff  like  the  upper  parts ;  middle  tail-f<'atfirrs 
brownish,  mottled  with  black,  and  with  traces  of  buff  cros.s-handu, 
outer  tail-feathers  dull  brownish  chestnut  with  pale  ti|)s  ;  chin, 
throat,  and  fore  neck  ferruginous  red  ;  rest  of  lower  partM  brown 
with  broad  white  streaks  or  dashes,  edgj^'d  with  black,  and  increiiH- 
ing  in  breadth  behind,  occupying  the  middle  of  each  f«»at  h*?r ;  lowrr 
tail-coverts  pale  rufous,  feathers  around  vent  Htilj  [ml<T.  Hi'Xmh 
alike,  but  the  male  is  distinguished  by  having;  a  n\mr  on  nwU 
tarsus. 

Bill  blackish  ;  irides  brown  ;  lees  dull  rr-d  iJerthm ). 

Length  about  15:  tail  4'25;  wing  7'i^5;  tar^UH  *2,''l7y\  lull  from 
gape  1.    Females  are  rather  l****.^. 

Distribvtion,  The  alluvial  plain  of  th'?  Oar; (r''«  arid  f/nilirnajHitrfi, 
from  the  extremity  of  Assam  and  CV-Kar  to  th<'  N.W.  VroMtu'**n 
(Pilibhit),  but  not  intheSundarlan*.  (i(A'A'iU'.\u*ii'tt  ittfU('*'H  tt,i* 
occasional  occurreDce  of  thi««  Partrid::';  on  th<r  Klj/i-»  j/rtti-ao. 

Habits,  Sfc.  The  Kyah  is  fo'ind  in  ln'/u-irrii^n  lunifU'.  ninl  t'nuf 
brakes,  chiefly  near  the  edges  of  nver%  aj#d  j'  *!*il^.  ar»d  may  U;  tufi 
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with  in  cultivation  on  the  borders  of  grass  jungle  when  feeding 
in  the  mornings  and  evenings.  The  call  of  this  fine  Partridge 
resembles  that  of  the  last  species.  Very  little  is  known  of  the 
breeding;  five  pale  creamy  (cafi-au-latt),  slightly  speckled  eggs 
were  taken  by  Mr.  Rainey  in  Jessore  on  April  13th  on  the  ground 
in  grass  jungle,  in  a  rather  neatly  constructed  grass  nest.  These 
eggs  measure  about  1*47  by  1*2.  Five  eggs,  half  incubated,  were 
also  taken  by  Mr.  Cripps  in  Assnm  on  April  12th. 

This  bird  is  usually  shot  from  elephants,  but  I  have  shot  it  on 
foot  in  grab's  3  or  4  feet  high  near  Colgong.  For  the  table  it  much 
resembles  F.  pondicerianus. 

Genus  PEBDIX,  Brisson,  1760. 

The  common  European  Partridge  is  the  type  of  this  genus, 
in  \ihich  are  also  included  three  Central  Asiatic  species;  one  of 
these  inhabits  Tibet  and  occurs  just  within  Indian  limits. 

The  tail  is  of  16  or  18  feathers  (16  in  the  Tibetan  specios),  rather 
more  than  half  the  length  of  the  wing  and  slightly  rounded.  The 
4th  primary  is  usually  the  longest.  There  is  no  spur  on  the  tarsus 
in  either  sex. 

1377.  Perdix  hodgsonin.     The  Tibetan  PartrUhje, 

Sacfa  bodgsonisB,  Hodgs.  J,  A,  S,  B.  xxv,  p.  165,  pi.  (18o7). 

Perdix  hodL^soniap,  Gouldy  liirdt  Asia,  vi,  pi.  74 ;  Adafns^  P.  Z,  S, 
1858,  p.  503 ;  1^50,  p.  185 ;  Cock  ^  Marsh,  S,  F.  i,  ]).  340 ;  Hums, 
N,  Sc  E,  p.  644 ;  id,  S,  F,  vii,  p.  432  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  823  bis ;  Hyme 
^  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  65,  pi. ;  iii,  p.  4;U,  pi.  iii  (epg) ;  Oateti 
in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  A^ ;  OffUvie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M. 
xxii,  p.  103. 

Sakpha,  Tibetan. 

Coloration.  Sincip\it  chestnut ;  occiput  and  nape  brown,  each 
feather  with  a  triangular  buff  terminal  spot ;  forehead  huffy  white, 
edged  with  black  in  front  and  behind  ;  lores,  supercilia,  and  cheeks 
also  huffy  white ;  a  large  black  spot  below  the  eye,  with  a  whit<» 
band  behind  it  that  merges  into  the  buff  throat  and  chin ;  the 
sides  of  hea<l  and  throat  bordered  by  a  broken  black  band ;  ear- 
coverts  brown  ;  hind  neck  and  sides  of  neck  dull  chestnut,  forming 
a  collar ;  back  and  rump  huffy  grey,  the  upper  back  distinctly  barred 
transversely  with  blackish  brown,  but  farther  back  the  bars  are 
scattered  and  the  feathers  vermiculated  with  black;  scapulars, 
wing-coverts,  and  tertiaries  mixed  grey  and  dark  chestnut  or  black, 
with  buff  transverse  bars  and  with  conspicuous  white  or  buff  black- 
edged  shaft-8trip"s  ;  quills  brown,  with  rather  irregular  transverse 
buff  bars,  rufous  buff  on  the  inner  webs,  secondaries  with  huffy 
white  shaft -stripes ;  middle  tail-feathers  whitish  with  very  wavy 
and  irregular  black  cross-bands,  outer  tail-feathers  chestnut  with 
the  tips  buff,  upotfed  with  black  ;  breast  huffy  white,  each  feather 
with  a  subterminal  black  bar,  a  patch  of  feathers  in  the  middle  of 
the  lower  surface  block  with  whitish  edges ;  flanks  buff,  broadly 


TETRAOGALLUS.  143 

barred  with  doll  chestnut,  and  with  the  tips  of  the  feathers  vermi- 
cukted  with  black ;  lower  abdomen  and  under  tail-coverts  buff. 

Sexes  alike. 

In  a  young  bird  the  plumage  is  brown,  blackish  on  the  crown 
and  scapulars,  pale  below,  the  feathers  with  buffy-white  bars  atid 
shaft-stiipss  almost  throughout  the  upper  parts  and  on  the  breast. 

Bill  and  legs  horn-green ;  orbital  skin  reddish  (Hod^json), 

Length  about  12;  tail  3*6;  wing  6*3;  tarsus  1*7;  bill  fiom 
gape -8. 

Distribution.  The  Tibetan  plateau  north  of  Sikhim  and  Nepal 
and  as  far  west  as  Hanle,  but  not  so  far  as  Lad^k,  at  14,000-18,000 
feet  elevation.  A  specimen  was  once  obtained  by  Mr.  Wilson  in 
the  Bbigirathi  valley,  just  south  of  the  Snowy  Ean<;o,  but  the 
statement  in  the  British  Museum  Catalogue  that  this  bird  has 
been  found  at  Darjeeling  is  due  to  an  erroneous  label.  The 
Partridge  from  Kansu,  east  of  Tibet,  distinguished  by  Frjovalcki 
and  Ogilvie  Grant  as  P.  sifanica^  wants  the  black  patch  on  the 
breast. 

Ifahits,  4cc,  Probably  very  similar  to  those  of  the  common 
European  Partridge,  the  call,  according  to  Hume,  being  nearly 
the  same.  Ten  fresh  eggs  of  a  pale  drab  colour  were  found  by 
Major  Barnes  on  July  12th  near  the  Pangong  Lake ;  one  of  these 
measured  1*77  by  1*2. 

Genus  TETBAOOALLUS,  Gray,  1833. 

The  Snow-Cocks  are  fine  birds,  much  exceeding  all  the  true 
Partridges  in  size.  Six  species  are  known,  all  confined  to  the 
higher  ranges  of  Central  and  Western  Asia,  and  of  these  two  are 
found  in  the  Himalayas.  The  tarsus  is  not  feathered  except  quite 
at  the  base ;  that  of  the  male  is  armed  with  a  stout  spur.  A  naked 
elongate  space  extends  behind  the  eye.  The  tail,  of  20  to  22 
feathers,  is  much  rounded  at  the  end  and  nearly  ^  the  length  of 
the  wing ;  2nd  primary  longest,  Ist  a  little  shorter.  Sexes  alike 
in  plumage  or  differing  slightly. 

Key  to  the  Specie^s, 

a.  Lower  bredfrt  acd  abdomen  dark  grev T.  himalayenMis^  p,  143. 

b.  Lower  brea£>t  and  abdomen  white  with  black 
T.  tihetanvSf  p.  144. 


78.  TetraogalliiB  himalajeiuia.    The  Uimalayan  HnMu-Codc, 

Tetraogallns  himalayeiij>is,  G.  R.  Gray,  P.  Z.  A 1842,  p.  lOo ;  ///y/A, 
Grf.'p.  248 ;  Adam»,  K  Z.  8.  IS-V?,  p.  r/)\  ;  JerrJr/n,  B,  1,  iii,  p.  M^i  j 
SUfUezkOf  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxx\ii,  pt.  2,  p.  6^5 ;  Hume  6f  Marnh,  Game 
B.  i,  p.  267,  pi. ;  iii,  p.  4.'53,  pi.  iii  if ^7)  ;  Ifum^,  (Jot.  t»o.  810; 
Biddmipk^  Ibia,  l^^^l.p.  93 :  *w//y,  f//»>i.  p.  f»; ;  C.  II.  T.Marfthail, 
Ihit,  led4,  p.  4i-3;  Marshall,  I'airhroth^r,  8f  Brwe,  H.  F  Sx, 
p.  207;  Ofdtt  m  Hume's  M.  Sf  E,  ind  H.  i;i,  p.  42^J;   Hharpf. 


p^  TUi  ;  C/or^f  m  Hume  s  A.  cjr  £,,  ind  ♦»n.  i;i,  p.  42tt ;  fitinrpej 
YarkaM  Miu.^  Ar^f,  p.  li'^i,  pi.  xv ;  O^ilrie  Grant,  Cat.  U.  Mf 
xxji,p.  106. 
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KuilUf  LupUf  BaerOf  Westera  Nepal ;  Huinwal,  Kiimaun  ;  Jer-monal, 
hills  N.  of  Muasooree ;  Leep^  Kulii ;  Galound^  Chamba ;  Gourkaffu^ 
Kubukf  Kashmir ;  Kabk-i-darOf  V,  (AfghaDistan) ;  Snoio-Phea»unl  of 
Himalayan  sportsmen. 

Coloration,  Forehead  and  supercilia  bufFy  white;  crown  and 
hind  neck  ashy  grey,  sides  of  head  the  same  but  paler ;  sides  of  neck 
and  the  chin  and  throat  white  ;  a  chestnut  streak  from  behind  eacii 
eye  expands  into  a  broad  patch  on  each  side  of  the  nape,  and  a 
deep-coloured  chestnut  gorget  runs  round  the  throat;  up[)er 
back  buffy  grey,  slightly  mottled ;  rest  of  upper  plumage  black, 
finely  vermicuiated  with  buff ;  feathers  of  lower  back,  rump,  and 
scapulars  broadly  edged  on  both  sides  with  buff,  and  the  median 
and  greater  secondary  wing-coverts  with  chestnut ;  primaries 
white,  with  long  ashy-brown  ends  which  increase  in  length  on  tho 
secondaries,  and  nm  vermicuiated  with  rufous  buff  towards  the 
tips ;  middle  tail-feathers  like  the  back,  but  without  buff  edges, 
outer  tail-feathers  chestnut  towards  the  tips ;  upper  breast  greyisli 
white,  with  subterminal  broad  black  bars  (sometimes  wanting)  to 
the  feathers,  then  a  band  of  pure  white;  lower  breast  and  abdomen 
blackish  grey,  finely  vermicuiated  with  buff;  the  sides  of  the  chest 
and  the  flanks  purer  grey,  the  feathers  edged  Mith  chestnut  inside 
and  with  black  outside ;  vent  and  lower  tail-coverts  white. 

Bill  pale  horny ;  irides  dark  brown ;  naked  skin  behind  eye 
yellow ;  legs  yellowish  red. 

Length  of  male  about  28;  tail  8;  wing  12;  tarsus  2*7;  bill 
from  gape  1'45  ;  length  of  female  about  22*5,  tail  7,  wing  11. 

Distribution,  The  Himalayas  west  from  Kumaunat  about  11  000 
to  18,000  feet  in  summer,  lower  in  winter;  also  in  Afghanistan 
and  in  various  ranges  north  of  the  Himalayas  to  the  Altai. 

Habits,  (Jr.  An  admirable  account  is  given  by  Mr,  Wilson 
(*  Mountaineer'),  who  is  quoted  by  both  Jerdon  and  Hume.  This 
bird  keeps  near  to  the  snow-liiie,  on  rocks  and  bare  ground, 
generally  in  flocks  of  from  5  or  6  to  30.  It  feeds  on  grass,  herbs, 
small  bulbs,  and  seeds.  Its  call  is  a  soft  whistle.  It  breeds  at 
high  elevations  from  May  to  July,  and  lays  usually  about  5,  some- 
times more,  egf»s,  which  are  long  ovals,  stone-coloured,  thiuly 
speckled  xiitli  brown,  and  measure  about  2*72  by  2*85. 

1379.  TetraogalluB  tibetanns.     TJu  Tibetan  Snow-Cock. 

Tetraofrallu?  tibetanus,  Gould,  P.  Z.  S.  18o3,  p.  47 ;  Sfolicska, 
J.  A.  iS\  /?.  xxxvii.  pt.  2,  p.  68;  Bhn/vrd,  J,  A,  S.  B.  xli,  pt  If, 
p.  72  ;  Hume  »$•  Month.  Game  B,  i,  p.  275,  pi. ;  Hume,  6*.  F.  \\\, 
p.  4.S0;  id.  Cat.  no.  810  his;  S/iarpe,  Yarkand Miss.,  Area,  ^.  123; 
Oyihie  Grant,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  104. 

Hrak'pa,  Bhot.  (Sikhim). 

Coloration,  Sides  of  forehead,  ear-coverts,  chin,  and  throat 
white ;  n^mainder  of  head  and  neck  dark  grey,  slightly  speckled 
with  whitish,  and  passing  into  the  paler,  more  huffy,  finely  vermi- 
cuiated upp<;r  back;  lower  back,  s<*apulars,  tertinries,  and  ving- 
coverts  blackish  grey,  finely  vermicuiated  with  butf,  and  broadly 
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streaked  with  buffy  white  or  ia  some  birds  darker  l)uff,  from  the 
feathers  having  broad  buff  edges ;  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and 
middle  rail-feathers  more  rufous,  more  coarsely  vermiculated,  and 
without  whitish  spots ;  primaries  and  secondaries  greyish  brown, 
without  white  at  the  base ;  inner  primaries  and  the  secondaries 
wbite-tipped,  and  the  white  running  up  the  outer  web  in  the 
secondaries ;  outer  tail-feathers  blackish  brown  with  rufous  tips  ; 
upper  breast  white,  like  throat,  but  divided  from  the  lower  breast 
by  a  dark  grey  band ;  remainder  of  lower  parts  white  with  broad 
black  streaks,  broadest  on  the  flanks. 

It  appears  almost  certain  that  the  two  sexes  are  alike  when  adult, 
except  that  the  male  has  a  thick  spur.  In  immature  birds  the  upper 
breast  and  sides  of  the  neck  are  dark  grey  speckled  and  vermicular ed 
mth  pale  buff,  the  white  being  restricted  to  the  chin  and  middle 
of  the  throat ;  the  lower  border  of  the  upper  breast  is  purer  grey, 
^till  younger  birds  have  the  upper  plumage  much  spotted  and 
'  mottled,  and  they  want  the  black  marks  on  the  lower  parts. 

Bill  dull  red  ;  irides  brown  ;  orbits  red  ;  legs  red.  The  bill  is 
said  by  Hume  to  be  greenish  horny  in  females,  but  they  were 
perhaps  immature. 

Length  of  male  about  20;  tail  7;  wing  lO'o;  tarsus  2*4;  bill 
from  gape  1*3 :  female  rather  less. 

Disirihutiwi.  The  higher  Tibetan  plateaus  and  some  of  the  ranges 
around  Yarkand  and  Kashghar.  Within  Indian  limits  this  species 
has  been  found  in  Lad^,  at  the  head  of  the  Spiti  valley,  and  m 
very  high  tracts  in  Kumaun  and  Sikhim. 

Habits^  ^c.  Similar  to  those  of  T.  himalayensis ;  but  this  species 
keeps  to  even  higher  elevations,  rarely,  if  ever,  descending  below 
Io,000  feet  in  summer.    Kidification  unknown. 


Genua  LEBWA,  Hodgs.,  1837. 

A  single  species,  almost  restricted  to  the  higher  Himalayas, 
constitutes  this  genus.  The  plumage  is  peculiar,  barred  above,  and 
marked  below  with  large  elongate  chestnut  spots  that  coalesce  on 
the  breast.  The  tarsus  is  feathered  in  front  for  half  its  length  ; 
the  tail,  of  14  feathers,  is  rounded  at  the  end,  and  is  rather  more 
than  half  the  length  of  the  wing ;  the  Ist  primary  is  normally  about 
equal  to  the  3rd  and  very  little  shorter  than  the  2nd,  which  is 
longest.  Sexes  alike  in  plumage ;  the  male  has  a  blunt  spur  on 
the  tarsus. 

1380,  Lerwa  niYicola.    The  Snow-Partrichje. 

Perdix  lerwa,  Hodgt.  P.  Z.  8, 1833,  p.  107. 

Lerwa  niTicola^  Hodgs,  Madr.  Jour,  L,  S.  v,  p.  301  (1837) ;  B.jfth, 
Cat.  p.  248 ;  Jtrdon,  B,  I.  iii,  p.  5^ ;  Stoliczka,  J,  A,  8.  B.  xxxvii, 
pt.  2,  jp.  68 ;  Blanford,  J.  A.  8.  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  72 ;  Hume,  Cat, 
no.  8l7  ;  Hume  8r  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  1,  pi, :  Gates  in  Hume's 
N.  ^  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  428. 

Lerwa  lerwa,  Ogilwe  Grants  Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  100. 
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LiTUa,  Bliotin ;  Jcngurin.  Kumaun  ;  Quoir  or  Kir  Monol,  Garhwil, 
&c. ;  Oolabi,  lihair,  Ttr  Titar,  Bashahr,  &e. ;  Darf-ka  Titar,  Kulu  ;  Biju, 
Cbniuba. 

Coloration.  Head  and  neck  all  round  and  whole  upper  plumage 
c]o:<ely  barred  with  black  and  buffy  white,  the  pale  baudu  broad 
and  rufous  on  the  tertiartea  and  scapularB  ;  primaries  and  second- 
aries brown,  the  inner  primaries  Hpeckled  with  whitish  on  th(> 
edges  and  tipped  wliice,  the  secondaries  broadly  tipped  and  more 


Fig.  29.-nrad  of  i,  nirinJa.     J. 

Fpcililed  with  white,  and  the  inner  wcondaries  barred  with  ithile 
iiwir  the  ends;  tail  black  wilh  mottled  white  bars;  breast  deep 
chestnut,  the  feathers  lownrds  the  base  dark  brown  with  white 
edgcR ;  abdomen  similar,  but  the  white  margins  are  broader  and 
much  more  conspicuous,  and  the  feathers  have  subterminai  black 
bars,  the  white  edges  are  broadest  on  the  flanks  ;  lower  flanks  and 
feathers  around  vent  barred  brown  and  rufous  white  :  under  tail- 
coverts  chestnut,  with  black  shaft-stripes  and  biiffy-wbite  tips. 

In  young  birds  the  chettnut  of  the  lower  parts  is  mottled  and 
lipped  with  black,  and  the  barring  is  less  distinct  throughout. 

iSill  bright  red;  irides  broun  ;  feet  deep  red. 

Length  about  15;  tail  4'5  ;  wing  775;  tarsus  1-5;  bill  from 
gape  -ft. 

]>iftrilmtion.  Tbe  higher  ranges  of  the  llimalavas  from  Kashmir 
to  BLutiin  and  farther  east,  at  elevations  of  10,(>(KI  to  14,000  feet 
in  summer,  lower  in  winter,  also  in  Moupin  and  West  Se-chueo, 
China. 

Hal-it«,^e.  This  bird  somewhat  resembles  a  Ptarmigan,  and  is 
found  in  coveys  or  small  flocka  in  autumn  and  wiuler,  and  in  paim 
in  (ipring,  on  rocky  or  stony  slopes,  amongst  stunted  herbage  above 
the  forest  line,  eicept  when  driven  down  by  the  winter's  snow. 
It  has  a  peculiar  shrill  whistle,  by  w  hich  it  s  present  e  In  often  made 
known,  for  when  unmolested  it  i«  a  comparatively  lame  bird.  The 
youiicnre  hatched  about  the  end  of  June  at  pleiations  between 
12,0<MBnd  15,0U0  feet,  tbe  ck^s  being  large  and  white,  freckled  all 
over  with  n'ddirh  brown.  Tliero  are  usually  six  or  neven  younp 
in  encb  brood.  This  is  one  u(  the  bett  Asiatic  game  birds  tor  the 
table. 
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Suborder  PERISTEROPODES. 

The  inner  posterior  notch  on  each  side  is  less  than  half  the 
length  of  the  sternum.  Hallux,  or  hind  toe,  on  the  same  level  as 
the  other  toes,  and  its  basal  phalanx  as  long  as  that  of  the  third  or 
middle  toe. 

Two  families,  each  sometimes  classed  as  a  suborder,  are  com- 
prised— ^the  Megapodiidas,  with  a  nude  oil-gland,  and  the  Cracido'^ 
which  are  peculiar  to  South  and  Central  America,  and  have  a 
tufted  oil-gland  like  other  Gbillins ;  only  the  lirst  requires  notice 
here. 

Family  MEGAPODIID^E. 

Besides  the  nude  oil-gland,  the  most  remarkable  character  of  this 
family  is  the  mode  of  nidification  described  below.  The  young 
are  hatched  fully  feathered  and  able  to  fly  almost  at  once. 

There  are  several  genera  inhabiting  Australia,  New  Guinea, 
Celebes,  and  the  neighbouring  islands;  only  Megapodias  has  a 
wider  range. 

Genus  MEGAPOBIUS,  Quoy  &  Gaim.,  1824. 

Bill  moderate ;  nostrils  large,  oval,  longitudinally  elongate ; 
legs  and  feet  large,  claws  very  long  and  nearly  straight,  claw  of 
the  middle  toe  as  long  as  the  culmen.  Wings  rounded,  the  1st 
primary  equal  to  the  10th  or  a  little  longer ;  secondaries  as  long  as 
primaries.     Tail  short  and  rounded,  of  12  feathers. 

About  fifteen  species  are  known,  ranging  from  the  Friendly 
Islands  and  Australia  to  the  Philippines  and  Celebes.  One  species 
is  found  far  west  of  the  other  members  of  the  genus  in  the  Nicobar 
Islands. 

1381.  Megapodias  nicobariensiB.    The  Nicobar  Megapode. 

Megapodias  nicobariensis,  Bbfth^  J,  A.  S.  B,  xv,  pp.  62,  372  (1846)  ; 
id.  Cat,  p.  239 ;  Pelxeln,  Novara  Reise,  Vog.  p.  ]  10,  pis.  iv,  vi, 
fig.  12  (epg);  Ball,  J.  A.  8,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  32;  id.  A'.  F,  i, 


B.  M,  xxii,  p.  447. 
Megapodius  tnnkntensis,  iSA«/77c,  A.  M,  N,  R,  (4)  xiii,  p.   448; 
Walden,  A,  M.  N.  M.  (4)  xiv,  p.  103. 

Cohraiion.  Sides  of  the  crown  behind  the  eyes,  sides  of  head 
behind  ears,  and  the  nape  ashy  grey  ;  upper  parts,  including  wings 
Aod  tail,  rufescent  brown  with  an  olive  tinge ;  chin  and  throat  psJe 
grey,  remainder  of  lower  parts  greyish  brown. 

l2 
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Younger  birds  are  rufous  brown  beneath,  only  the  chin  and 
throat  being  greyish. 

Bill  light  greenish  to  jellonish ;  lores  and  sides  of  head  red : 
irides  brown  ;  tarsus  and  toes  dark  homy,  sometimes  greenish  in 
front ;  back  and  sides  of  tarsi  and  tibio-tarsal  Joint  dull  red ;  soles 
pale  carneouB,  sometimes  pale  yellow  (ffume). 

Length  16  ;  tail  3;  wing  9  ;  tarsiia  2-75  ;  bill  from  (;ape  1-25. 


Fig.  30.— Hesdof  Af.  ni<:o6ari«uu.     ;. 

Diitrihution.  The  Nicobar  Islands.  No  Megapodes  occur  at  the 
Andamans,  but  some  are  said  to  have  been  seen  at  Table  Island  in 
the  Cocos,  where  Hume  found  some  hillocks  that  might  hare  been 
old  nest-mounds. 

Habittf  ^'c.  This  Megapode  keeps  near  the  sea-shore  in  scrub 
and  jungle,  and  is  found  in  pairs,  or  in  flocks  that  may  contain  at 
times  30  to  50  birds.  It  runs  rapidly,  and  does  not  take  flight 
till  pressed,  and  it  has  a  cackling  call.  It  feeds  on  land-molluscs 
and  insects,  with  vegetable  substances.  Like  other  members  of  the 
genus,  these  M^^podes  lay  their  eggs  in  a  large  mound  built  bjr 
themselves  of  vegetable  matter  covered  with  sand,  the  heat  pro- 
duced by  the  decay  of  dead  leaves  &c.  apparently  sufHcing  for 
incubation.  The  eggs  are  elongate  ovals,  very  large  for  the  siia 
of  the  bird,  ruddy  pink  when  first  laid,  and  they  measure  about 
3-25  by  307.    These  birds  are  delicious  eating. 


Order  XV.  HEMIPODII. 

This  order  contains  a  group  of  birds  resembling  Quails  in  size 
and  appearance,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  in  plumage,  but 
distinguished  (so  far,  at  least,  as  Indian  forms  are  concerned)  by 
uaating  the  hallux  and  by  having  only  the  three  anterior  toes. 
TheHemipodii  differ  in  several  important  anatomical  characters 
from  the  Gallin»  (see  Huxley,  P.  Z.  S.  1868,  p.  303).  The 
vertebne  are  all  free,  whereas  in  both  Gallin®  and  Pterocletes  the 
last  cervical  and  anterior  dorsals  are  always  ancbylosed  in  adults, 
And  the  last  dorsal  is  united  with  the  lumbar  vertebrse  to  form 
the  sacrum.  The  sternum  of  Hemipodii  has  a  single  deep  notch, 
about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  length,  on  each  side  o£  the  posterior 
border,  and  the  episternal  process  is  incompletely  perforated  to 
receive  the  inner  ends  of  the  coracoids.  The  palate  is  schizo- 
gnathous,  but  the  palatines,  pterygoids,  and  basipterygoids  are 
Pluvialine  rather  than  G-alline  in  form.  The  nasals  are  scliizo- 
rhinal. 

As  in  other  three-toed  birds,  the  deep  plantar  tendons  in  Turniv 
unite  and  the  combined  teudon  is  divided  to  supply  the  three 
anterior  digits.  The  ambiens  is  present,  and  so  are  the  other 
muscles  of  the  thigh,  except  the  accessory  femoro-caudal,  which 
is  wanting.  The  left  carotid  only  occurs  in  the  genus  Tumur, 
In  other  characters  members  of  this  order  resemble  the  Gallinte. 
They  are  quincubital  and  possess  a  tufted  oil-gland  and  14  to  15 
cervical  vertebrae.  The  young  are  hatched  covered  with  down, 
which  is  marked  with  a  coloured  pattern,  and  they  run  as  soon  as 
they  leave  the  egg. 

This  order  contains  two  genera  or  generic  groups — Tnmuv,  with 
three  toes,  found  throughout  the  warmer  parts  of  the  Old  World, 
including  Australia ;  and  Pedionomus^  with  four  toes,  peculiar  to 
Australia,  and  classed  by  many  writers  in  a  distinct  family. 


Family  TURNICIDiE. 

Genus  TXJENIX,  Bonn.,  1790. 

Bill  moderate,  somewhat  slender,  straight,  compressed.  Nostrils 
elongate,  horizontal,  linear.  Wings  pointed,  Ist  quill  generally 
longest  in  Indian  species.  Tarsus  moderate ;  no  hind  toe,  the  three 
anterior  toes  much  longer  in  proportion  in  some  species  than  in 
others. 

None  of  the  species  are  truly  migratory,  though,  as  with  many 
other  resident  birds,  some  species  wander  at  particular  seasons 
into  localities  which  they  do  not  inhabit  throughout  the  year. 
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Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Bill  plumbeous  or  slaty. 

a\  Larger :  breast  barred  black  and  white ; 

throat  and  middle  of  breast  black  in 

adult  females T,  pugnaXf  p.  151, 

h'.  Smaller,  wing  never  exceeding  8 :  middle 

of  breast  buff  without  black    T.  duseumien\  p.  152. 

b.  Bill  partly  or  wholly  vellow ;  middle  of  breast 

buff  without  any  olack. 
c\  Wing 3  to  So. 

a".  Back  in  adults  brown  with  slight  black 
yermiculation ;    rufous    confined    to 

collar T,  tankiy  p.  153. 

h".  Back  in  adidts  with  bold  black  and 

rufous  markings     T,  albiventris,  p.  154, 

d.  Wing  3-5  to  4    T,  bhnfordi,  p.  155. 

The  habits  of  all  the  three-toed  Quails  are  very  similar.  They 
live  chiefly  in  grass  or  low  bush,  only  emerging  into  bare  places, 
such  as  roads,  in  the  morning  and  evening ;  they  are  solitary,  as  a 
rule,  and  although  far  from  rare,  are  seldom  seen,  except  when 
disturbed  by  men  walking  through  the  grass.  The  bird  then  rises 
at  the  man's  feet,  flies  with  much  the  flight  of  a  Common  Quail 
for  a  short  distance^  often  not  more  than  10  or  15  yards,  and  then 
drops  once  more  into  the  grass,  whence  it  can  very  seldom  be 
flushed  a  second  time.  Dogs  may  often  catch  these  birds  alive,  as, 
after  one  flight,  they  lie  still  and  allow  themselves  to  be  captured  in 
preference  to  flying.  The  food  of  all  species  consists  principally 
of  small  seeds ;  small  insects  and  tips  of  grass  and  leaves  are  also 
eaten. 

Throughout  the  genus  the  females  are  larger,  and  in  several 
species  they  are  more  brilliantly  coloured  than  the  males.  In  the 
only  species  of  which  the  breeding-habits  are  well  known.  T,pwfnaA\ 
the  birds  pair,  but  still  the  ordinary  conduct  of  the  se.xes  during 
the  period  of  incubation  is  reversed,  for  the  male  alone  sits  on  the 
eggs  and  tends  the  young  brood,  whilst  the  females  wander  about, 
utter  a  purring  call,  that  serves  as  a  challenge,  and  fight  each 
other.  Jerdon  has  described  how  a  hen  is  used  as  a  decoy  in  the 
Carcatic,  and  other  hens  captured  by  means  of  a  trap-cage  when 
they  approach  to  fight  her.  A  similar  device  is  employed  in 
Bengal  near  Calcutta,  as  recently  noticed  by  Mr.  Munn.  Only 
females  are  thus  caught  and  only  in  the  breeding- season,  the  birds, 
after  they  are  taken,  often  Uying  their  eggs  in  the  basket  or  bag 
in  which  they  are  placed. 

The  eggs  appear  to  be  usually  four  in  number,  occasionally 
more  numerous,  broad  ovals,  generally  pointed  towards  one  end, 
and  double- spot  ted — that  is,  thev  are  stone-coloured,  whitish,  or 
yellowish,  with  two  sets  of  coloured  spots  differing  in  tint  and 
distribution.  They  are  laid  in  a  hollow  on  the  ground,  which  is 
generally  under  a  bush  or  beside  a  tuft  of  grass,  and  sometimes 
lined  with  grass. 


1AS2.  Tnniz  pBjBSZ.     Titt  Bmtanl-Qiinil. 

Hemipodiiu  pugnK.  Tfmm.  Pi^.  tt  Hall.  iii.  pp.  i!  1:2.  7-71  (l^l-'i). 
HemipodiuB  pupiax  it  Uizaor,  Si/kff,  P.  X.  S.  l^-J,  |i.  l->i. 
Uemipodiusplumb<pe*..ff')rf;(.£ni,4.  S/'ort.  ITn^..  Msv  }<iT,  p.  ."Uti. 
Hemipodiii}  MDMnlHu,  fW'M.  P.'Z.  S.  1<^).  p.  llC' 
Tnmii  oceUuiu^mpmil  Bli/tA.  Cat.  p.  i-*);  Jfrd-ii.  B.  I.  iiu  p.  XA''  ; 

Goiw.-Autt.  J.  A.  S.  iJ.  iliii.  pt.  i.  p.  irj  {Hn-&y.pX 
Tomix  tAigMf,  Anrfun.  B.  /.  iii.  p.  .'lirt ;  !<tuli<.tli-i.  J.  A.  S.  11.  \\i, 

ft.  i,  p.  ^lOj  Sutier.  K  i:  iv.  p.  7 :  v.  p.  2:il :  i^.  p.  -IlM  ;  £<il/, 

S.  F.  Tii,  p.  *Mi    i/«™^  *  i/ffr*l.  i:,u»,f  J,\  ii.  p.    UR».  j;.; 

Hume,  Vat.  bo.  f^ ;  Le!/>tr.  Bird*  Cfi>l.  p,  Ti'l  ;    1'idal.  .S.  F.  U 

p.  77 ;  IJariaM,  .S.  K  i.  p.  4U' ;  Maairr-'i-r.  it.id.  p.  441 ;  li,<r„.i> 

Birdt  Bom.  p.  317;  fJjirri-  UraKl.  /'.«.   I'-M.  p.  4.Vi :   jrf.  V,il. 

B.  M.  xiii,  p.  63U:   (talrt  in  Hum.'*  S.  \  K.  Jud  i-d.  iii.  p.  :V>7 

JVttitH,  /Ai>.  li^M,  p.  74  (with  lipire  of  chii-ki. 
Turaiz puguu,  Blgth, Ibit.  1^17, p.  Id)  :  StM-Jca.  J.  A.  X.  It.  wxix, 

pt.  :;,  p.  XtSj  Humrir  Oate*,  A  /'.  iii.  p.   17f;  //i/w.  -V.  i- /;. 

p.  553;   Ojfiltit   (Jniiit,  Jhit,   l^'Ht.   p.   4->;    irf.    (T.   l«i):i>.iii!i 

tubif.;  Cat.  B.  M.  iiii,  p.  iiU. 
Tumii  plambipe?,  BIyth   it    it'atd,   BirJt  Buna.  p.  \'r2:   Uumr  Se 

Dm.  S.  i:  Ti.  pp.  4.m  .">21  ;  Ihau:  Ctt.  n  ..  ^M:Ji  .S-«//y.  .«.  .f". 

^iii.  p.  S50;  6'itiwKliV.  til'/,  p.  4.').1:   Hum-- Ir  .Varri.  (iiinn   B.  ii, 

p.l77,pl.:  Oo/rt,  fi.  A  ii,  p.  *Jr;  7/«wr.  *. /'.  xi,  p.  :lli'. 

eir/«,C(oufl«..Wui>.H^/-H.lI.;  ff'./*/u  ,-f.ftr,  /  O.Tel.;  .ini.i./.A  /. 

Xmrmiuf  EadrA  2.  Tarn.:  Dunin.  Ituluiitriri :  K'irr-/iti;i.  Cun.  (.Mvs  iifi; 


Fig.  3I.-H*jduf  7. /->■,.'""■'■  :^-    V- 

Coloration,  ilaln.  General  colour  of  up|wr  part.*  brown,  v.iiTiii; 
from  bright  chestnut  to  dark  grerish :  a  iiiiiiv  or  less  di$tiiK-t  jktlt- 
stripe  down  the  middle  of  the  cronn  ;  .siipercilia,  Icres,  ami  t-idt-s 
of  head  whitish,  mure  or  tesi  speckled  with  bLick ;  fi-ntbers  iif 
crown  black  with  brown  or  rufous  tnisi's,  many  uf  tLt>  dorsal 
feathers  irr«gularlr  bandied  black  and  rufous  and  moiv  or  If^s 
edged  oa  each  side  with  while  op  whitish,  generallv  haviii>T  n  l>lark 
inner  border,  so  na  to  form  longitudinal  Utnds  or  spots  that  nn> 
eicessively  variable;  wing-covcrts  in  port  hrtudly  lam-d  blai'k 
and  buffy  n  hito  ;  quills  dark  brow  n  ;  outer  webs  of  primaries  with 
buSy-wbite  bordi^rs,  outer  wcba  of  secoiidarii's  with  rufouti  or  hutf 
■  indentations :  thin  and  tliroat  wliiliah;  bn-ust  burrt'd  black  and 
buff;  rest  of  lower  parts  brownish  buff.  In  immature  birds  the 
black  bars  on  the  bn.'ast  are  repre-wntcd  by  broad  subterminal  sjuts 
on  the  feathers. 

FemaU.  The  {.-Lin,  throat,  and  a  variable  area  in  the  middle  of 
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the  breast,  are  block  ;  feathers  of  the  sides  of  the  head  and  of  the 
mediaQ  coronal  band  distinctly  edged  with  black.  Otherwise  like 
the  male. 

Young  birds  show  more  markings,  and  especially  more  buff 
longitudinal  lines,  on  the  upper  surface. 

Bill  dark  slaty  ;  i rides  pale  yellow  ;  legs  plumbeous  (Jerdon), 

Length  of  male  6;  tail  I'l ;  wiug  y-2;  tarsus  '9;  bill  from 
gape  '65.     Length  of  female  6*5  ;  tail  1*3  ;  wing  3*5. 

By  Jerdon  and  Hume  the  Himalayan  and  Burmese  race  of  this 
Hemipode  waa  separated  as  T.  ocelkitus  or  T,  plumbipea  from  the 
Indian  form,  T,  taigoor.  The  latt<n*  is  much  more  rufous,  the 
former  greyer  and  darker.  Birds  from  Sikhim  are  especially  dark 
and  rather  large.  The  rufous  birds,  too,  appear  to  retain  the  buff 
lines  and  spots  on  the  back  more  than  the  dark  Eastern  specimens. 
Mr.  Ogilvie  Grant,  who,  like  Blyth,  unites  the  two,  has  shown 
that  the  dark  birds  are  found  in  localities  where  the  rainfall  is 
heavy,  but  some  rufous  specimens  are  from  the  South  Konkan. 
Undoubtedly,  however,  the  two  pa*»s  completely  into  each 
other  some  Burmese  specimens  are  identical  with  Indian;  and 
although  Mr.  Grant  keeps  certain  Japanese  and  Ceylonese  skins  as 
a  distinct  subspecies  called  T.pugnaa\  on  account  oE  a  tendency  to 
a  rufous  collar  in  the  female,  the  difference  appears  of  no  specific 
importance,  for  the  Ceyloneso  birds  are  ver}'  similar  to  some  from 
H.  India.  I  follow  Blvth  and  unite  all  these  races.  Tho  true 
T.  oeellata  proves  to  be  a  Philippine  species. 

Distribution,  Throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  except  on 
the  higher  hills,  in  dense  forests,  and  in  deserts.  This  species  has 
not  been  observed  in  Sind  or  the  Punjab,  though  it  occurs  in 
Cutch  and  Kajputana.  It  ascends  the  Eastern  Himalayas  to 
about  7000  feet,  but  it  has  not  been  met  with  at  so  great  an 
elevation  to  the  westward,  and  in  Southern  India  and  Ceylon  it 
keeps  chiefly  to  the  plains  and  lower  hills.  Beyond  Indian  Hmits 
it  ranges  to  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Sumatra,  Java,  Siam,  Southern 
China,  Formosa,  and  the  Loo-ch(X)  Islands. 

HalnU^  Sfc.  The  principal  habits  have  been  described  under  the 
genus.  The  breeding-season  in  most  parts  of  India  and  Burma  is 
in  the  rainy  season,  but  in  Ceylon  from  February  to  May,  according 
to  Legge.  The  hollow  in  the  ground  used  as  a  nest  is  sometimes 
without  lining,  sometimes  lined  and  covered  above  with  a  alight 
dome  of  dry  grass,  and  with  a  lateral  entrance.  Tlie  eggs,  four 
( sometimes  more)  in  number,  are  greyish  striped  with  i*eddish,  and 
usually  blotched  with  brown,  and  measure  about  '94  by  '78. 

1383.  Tnrniz  dossuinieri.     The  Little  Button-Quail. 

Ilemipodius  du^sumieri,  Temm,  Pi  Ctd.  pi.  4^,  fig.  2  (1828). 

Ilemipodiug  sykesi,  «VmiM,  Hi,  Xool.  S,  Afr.  ii,  notes  to  pi.  10  ( ia38). 

Tumix  dumumieri,  Btt/th,  lUsy  1807,  p.  161 ;  Hume^  S.  F,  i,  p.  227 ; 
vii,  p.  226;  xi,  p.  812;  Adam,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  a38 ;  Bui/er,  S.  F,  iv, 
p.  0;  vii,  p.  180;  ix,  p.  424;  Cripp$,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  208;  Hume, 
Vat.  no.  885;  Hume  ^  Mavsh.  Game  /?.  ii.  p.   U).3,  pi.;   Vidal, 
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S.  F.  ix,  p.  77 ;  Reid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  64 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  336 ;  Barnes, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  319;  OgUoie  Grant,  Ibw,  1889,  p.  462;  id.  Cat. 
B.  M.  xxii,  p.  540;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  4r  E-  2na  ed.  iii,  p.  371. 
Turnix  sykesi,  Btyth,  Cat.  p.  256 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  6()0 ;  King^ 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  216;  Godw.'Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B,  xliii, 
pt.  2,  p.  174. 

Ghtmoa  Lataa,  C.hafa  Laioa,  Dahki,  Tura^   Chimndf  fMuttra),  Libbia 
(Purneab),  H. ;  Darwi,  UatDagiri ;  Chimia  (or  Telia)  dabba  gandilu,  Tel. ; 
'  iMn  gundUiy  Uriya. 

Tail-feathers  elongate  and  pointed. 

Coloration.  Crown  black  and  brown  mixed,  a  buffy-white  median 
line ;  supereilia  and  sides  of  head  buH'y  white,  more  or  less  speckled 
with  black  ;  back  of  neck  ferruginous  red  to  rufous  brown,  with 
buff  edge?  to  the  feathers ;  back- feat  hers  closely  but  irregularly 
barred  black  and  rufous  with  traces  of  whitish  edges  ;  the  rump 
and  upper  tail-coverts  the  same  but  darker ;  scapulars  and  wing- 
coverts  rufous  and  black  with  conspicuous  broad  buff  edges ; 
quills  brown,  outer  primaries  with  buff  outer  borders  ;  chin,  throat, 
and  abdomen  almost  white  ;  middle  of  breast  brownish  buff,  sides 
of  breast  lighter  buff,  with  heart-shaped  black  or  black-and-cbestnut 
spots.  There  is  very  little,  if  any,  difference  in  the  two  sexes 
except  in  size. 

Bill  plumbeous ;  irides  pale  yellow  ;  legs  fleshy  whitish  (Jerdon). 

Length  of  female  5'0  ;  tail  1*3  ;  wing  2*9  ;  tarsus  '75 ;  bill  frojn 
gape  '53.     Males  are  a  little  smaller. 

Distribution,  The  greater  part  of  India  and  Burma,  becoming  rarer 
to  the  southward,  and  not  known  to  occur  south  of  Mysore  nor  in 
Ceylon.  This  species  is  found  in  Sind  and  the  Punjab  to  the  Salt 
Range,  throughout  the  Indo-Gangetic  plain  and  Lower  Himalayas 
up  to,  in  places,  about  60()0  feet  elevation,  and  it  has  been  recorded 
from  the  Khdsi  hills,  Manipur,  and  Pegu,  but  not  from  Tenasserim. 
To  the  eastward  it  is  met  with  in  Hainan  and  Formosa. 

Habits,  Sfc.  Though  generally  a  resident,  the  small  Button-Quail 
is  believed  to  visit  Kajputana,  Sind,  and  open  partes  of  the  Deccan 
only  in  the  rains.  It  breeds  from  April  to  October,  according  to 
locality,  and  lays  usually  4,  sometimes  5  or  6,  eggs  in  a  small 
depression  on  the  ground  lined  with  grass.  The  eggs  are  stone- 
coloured,  minutely  speckled  with  brownish  and  with  larger  spots  of 
darker  bn^wn,  and  they  measure  about  -85  by  '65. 

1384.  Turnix  tanld.     The  Indian  Button-Qaail. 

Turnix  tanki  (Buck,  Ham.),  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xii,  p.  180*  (1843) ; 

id.  Ibis,  1867,  p.  lOl;  Oyilvie  Grant^  Ibis,  1889,  p.  466;  id.  Cat. 

B.  M.  xxii,  p.  544 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  if  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  370. 
Hemipodius  joudera,  Hodgs.  in  Grays  Zool.  Misc.  p.  85  (1844), 

deacr.  nulla. 
Turnix  dussumieri,  apud  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  256 ;  Jerdon^  B.  I.  iii,  p.  599  ; 

Godw.'Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  174 ;  nee  Temm. 
Turnix  joudera,  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  8;  v,  p.  231 ;  ix,  p.  424  ;  Hume, 

S.  F.  iv,  p.  225 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  226 ;  Hume  «Sf-  Marsh.  Game  B. 
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ii,  p.  187,  pi. ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  834 ;  Heidj  <S.  JF.  x,p.  64  ;  Davison, 
ibid.  p.  412;  Terry,  ibid.  p.  479  j  Taylor,  ibid.  p.  629;  Baniei, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  318. 

Lawd,  Lawdrbutai,  H. ;  Pedda  daha-gundlu,  Tel. 

Coloration,  Male.  Sides  of  crown  blackish,  the  feathers  with 
light  brown  margins,  mesial  line  of  crown  and  forehead  generally 
pale  ;  supercilia  and  sides  of  head  buff,  with,  in  most  specimens, 
black  tips  to  the  feathers  ;  upper  parts  greyish  brown,  with  irregular 
black  cross-bars  and  vermiculation,  almost  disappearing  in  old 
birds,  generally  traces  of  buff  tips  and  edgings  remain ;  most  of 
the  wing-coverts  (except  the  primary-coverts)  buff,  each  with  a 
broad  subterminal  black  spot ;  quills  and  primary-coverts  brown  ; 
outer  primaries  with  narrow  buff  outer  margins ;  chin  and  throat 
whitish,  rest  of  lower  parts  buff,  darker  and  brownish  in  the  middle 
of  the  breast ;  feathers  of  sides  of  breast  with  subterminal  round 
or  crescentic  black  spots. 

Females  have  a  broad  ferruginous  red  coUar  on  the  back  and 
sides  of  the  neck. 

Immature  birds  of  both  sexes  have  the  upper  parts  tinged  with 
ferruginous  red  throughout ;  there  is  no  distinct  collar  in  the  young 
female;  the  black  markings  on  the  back  are  more  distinct  and 
coarser,  and  the  feathers  have  buff  tips  and  edges,  not  to  so  great 
an  extent,  however,  as  in  T,  pugnax  and  T,  hlanfordi. 

Bill,  legs,  feet,  and  claws  orange-yellow  ;  irides  white ;  in  males 
the  culmen  and  tip  of  the  lower  mandible  are  brown. 

Length  of  female  6*5 ;  tail  1*25 ;  wing  3*5 ;  tarsus  *9 ;  bill 
from  gape  '7.     Length  of  male  6  ;  wing  3':i5. 

Distribution*  Throughout  India,  from  the  Himalayas,  at  an 
elevation  of  about  400U  feet,  to  Travancore.  To  the  eastward  thi?* 
bird  has  been  found  in  the  Bhutan  Duars,  Tipperah,  and  the  Naga 
hills  (I  have  examined  God  win- Austen's  specimen  from  the  latter), 
but  is  replaced  in  Assam,  Manipur,  and  Burma  by  T,  hlanfordi. 
To  the  westward  2\  tanki  is  found,  in  the  rainy  season  at  all  events, 
in  Cutch,  Sind,  and  Kajputana. 

Habits,  6^c.  A  solitary,  silent,  skulking  bird,  found  usually  in 
grassy  patches  in  jungle  or  on  the  borders  of  cultivation.  It  breeds 
in  July  and  August  iu  Upper  India,  about  April  in  Mysore,  and 
lays  four  eggs  of  the  usual  Turnix  type,  measuring  about  *86 
by  -75. 

1385.  Tumix  albiventriB.     The  Nicobar  Button-Quail. 

Turnix  albiventri«,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  310 ;  ii.  p.  281 ;  iv, pp.  279, 2a*J ; 
id.  Cat.  DO.  834  Ust;  Hume  «$*  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  199,  pi.; 
Ogihie  Grant,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  4t)7 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M,  xxii,  p.  645. 

Coloration,  Similar  to  that  of  T.  tanki,  except  that  adults  retain 
much  of  the  black  and  rufous  barring  and  mottling  on  the  dorsal 
feathers  ;  the  feathers  on  the  sides  of  the  crown  are  black  with 
rufous  edges ;  and  the  collar  in  the  female  bird  is  much  deeper 
ferruginous,  chestnut  in  fact.   Immature  birds  are  undistiuguishablo 
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from  those  of  T.  tanH,  and  the  soft  parts  are  similarlT  coloured  in 
birds  of  all  ages. 

Length  o£  female  6*5 ;  tail  1*3  ;  wing  3' I ;  tarsus  '9 ;  bill  from 
gape  *7.     Males  rather  smaller. 

Distribution.  Common  in  the  Nicobar  Islands  in  long  grass ;  rare 
in  the  Andamans,  which  are  mainly  covered  with  forest. 

1386.  Tomix  blanfordi.     The  Burmese  Button-QualL 

Tiimix  blanfordi,  Blyth,  J.  A,  S.  B.  xxxii,  p.  80  (18il3)  ;  Bh/th  ^ 
Wald.  Birds  Burui.  p.  151 ;  Offiivie  Grant,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  4(50;  id. 
Cat.  B.  M.  xxii,  p.  642. 

Tumix  maculosa,  apud  G.  B.  Gray,  Hand-L  B,  ii,  p.  270 ;  Hume  Sr 
Dav.  S.  F.  y\,  p.  452 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  834  bis ;  Hume  ^  Marsh. 
Game  B.  xii,  p.  183,  pi. ;  Binyham,  iS.  F.  ix,  p.  196;  Hume,  ibid, 
p.  208 ;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  335 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  312. 

NgoH,  Burmese. 

This  is  but  little  more  than  a  large  race  of  T,  tanki,  but,  besides 
their  greater  size,  adults  are  distinguished  by  being  darker  and  by 
retaining  a  larger  amount  of  black  barring  on  the  back ;  the  sides 
of  the  crown,  too,  are  darker.  In  immature  birds  the  pale  edgings 
to  the  dorsal  feathers  are  conspicuous. 

Upper  mandible  and  tip  of  lower  brown,  remainder  of  bill,  legs, 
feet,  and  claws  yellow ;  irides  white  or  yellowish  white. 

Length  of  female?;  tail  1'4 ;  wing  4;  tarsus  1*05;  bill  from 
gtfpe  '75.  Males  are  smaller — length  6*5 ;  tail  1*3 ;  wing  3*0 ; 
tarsus  *95. 

Distribution.  Throughout  Burma,  China,  and  the  adjoining 
countries,  but  not,  so  far  as  is  known,  south  of  Tenasserim.  To 
the  north-w^est  this  species  has  been  obtained  in  Assam,  the  Khasi 
hills.  Hill  Tipperah,  and  Chittagong. 

Habits,  d^c.  The  present  species,  like  its  allies,  is  generally  found 
in  grass  about  clearings  in  forests,  iu  gardens,  <&c.  The  eggs  have 
not  been  obtained. 

The  last  three  species,  T.  tanJci,  T.  albiventris,  and  T.  blanfordi^ 
are  little  more  than  races;  but  adults  can  be  easily  recognized, 
though  younger  birds  are  very  much  alike  in  plumage. 


Order  XVI.  GRALLiE. 

In  certaia  respects  this  order,  consisting  of  the  Bails, 
Finfeet,  Cranes,  Bustards,  and  some  other  families  of  schizo- 
giiathous  birds,  resembles  the  desmognathous  Anisodactyli.  Modern 
ornithologists  differ  greatly  as  to  the  affinities  of  these  groups 
to  each  other  and  to  birds  belonging  to  other  orders.  By 
some  writ-ers  the  RalUda:  and  the  Heliormthidas  are  placed  in  an 
ordinal  group  by  themselves*,  by  others  the  Bails  and  Cranes 
with  some  other  families  are  associated  together  and  the  Bustards 
transferred  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Plovers  t.  As  in  the  case 
of  the  Anisodactyli,  so  in  tlio  present  instance  I  adopt  Gadow's 
classification  J  partly  in  order  to  avoid  increasing  the  number  of 
ordinal  groups,  for  it'  the  Bails  are  mode  an  order  distinct  from  the 
Cranes,  the  Bustards,  and  probably  the  Finfeet,  would  have  equal 
claims  to  ordinal  distinction.  In  using  for  the  present  order  the 
Linnean  term  Grallsd,  the  example  set  by  Newton  is  followed,  but 
he  omitted  the  Bustards. 

In  the  Grallse  the  hind  toe  when  present  is  slightly  raised,  the 
legs  are  generally  long,  and  part  of  the  tibia  is  bare.  All  are 
Hchi^&ognathous  and  none  possess  basipterygoid  processes.  The 
vomer  is  always  present  and  the  angle  of  the  mandible  is  truncated. 
There  are  two  carotids.  Nostrils  pervious  (except  in  Hhinochetvs). 
Ambiens  muscle  always  present,  and  cocoa  generally  well  developed. 
The  deep  flexor  tendons  are,  as  a  rule,  Galline  (peculiar  in 
J/eliornithi(ice  and  modiiied  in  Otididfp),  The  young  of  most  of  the 
families  are  hatched  covered  with  down  and  able  to  run  almost 
immediately,  but  in  JJeliomtt  the  young  are  hatched  helpless  and 
nearly  naked.  All,  so  far  as  is  known,  lay  double -spotted  eggs — that 
is,  eggs  with  one  set  of  spots  distinct  and  deeply  coloured  and  a 
second  set  often  purplish  or  grey,  less  distinct,  and  apparently 
beneath  the  surface.  To  the  Grallffi  belong  several  families  ;  but 
there  are  great  differences  of  opinion  as  to  their  affinities,  and  it  is 
sufficient  to  deal  here  with  the  four  represented  in  India.  They 
may  be  referred  to  three  suborders  : — 

a.  Oil-gland  tufred ;  a  hallux  present. 

<i\  Holorhinal ;    sternum   with    a    single 

notch  on  each  side     FulicabijE. 

//.  Schizorhinal ;  st^ernum  without  notches.     Grueb. 

b.  No  oil-gland  ;    holorhinal ;  sternum  with 

two  notches  on  each  side  ;  no  hallux    . .     Otideb. 


•  For  instnnce,  Sclater.  '  Ibit/  1880.  p.  408  ;  Sbarpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  vol.  uiu  ; 
Furbringer,  *  Untermjchungen,*  p.  1600. 

t  Newton.  ••Ornithology,"  Encycl  Brit.  p.  46. 

J  P.  Z.  S.  1892,  p.  244  ;  id.  in  Bronn.  Kl.  u.  Ord.  Tbior-reicbt.  ti.  4,  p.  178- 
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Suborder  FULICARIJE. 

Schizognatbous  and  holorhinal  birds  with  heteroccBlous  vertebra?, 
and  14  or  15  cervical  vertebrae.  The  sternum  has  a  single  notch 
on  each  side  of  the  posterior  margin.  Oil-gland  tufted.  CsBca 
well-developed.  Besides  the  auibiens,  the  femoro -caudal,  accessory 
femoro-caadal,  and  subtendinosus  muscles  are  always  present ;  the 
accessory  subtendinosus  is  found  in  RaWultr^  not  in  Hdiomithidix, 

Key  to  the  Familiet. 

Rectrices  10  to  14,  usually  12 ;  an  aftershaft  present .    RallidaB,  p.  157. 
Rectrices  18 ;  no  aftershaft Keliomitliidae, 

[p.  181. 

Tamily  RALLID.^. 

The  Sails,  Crakes,  and  Coots  constitute  this  family  and  have 
numerous  representatives  in  India.  They  are  marsh-birds  in 
general,  living  amongst  reeds  or  grass,  and  are  such  adepts  in 
running  through  thick  vegetation,  a  proceeding  which  is  facilitated 
by  their  slender  narrow  build,  and  in  hiding,  that  their  presence  is 
often  unsuspected  until  they  are  betrayed  by  their  voice.  Owing 
to  their  skulking  habits,  the  range  of  some  of  the  Indian  species  is 
still  imperfectly  known. 

In  this  family  the  sternum  much  resembles  in  form  that  of 
Tumix^  and  has  a  similar  deep  notch  on  each  side.  There  is  a 
small  aftershaft  to  the  contour  feathers,  and  the  fifth  secondary  is 
absent.  There  are  long  lateral  bare  tracts  on  the  neck.  The  deep 
flexor  tendons  are  Galline — that  is  to  say,  the  /.  longu9  hallucig 
supplies  the  hallux  and  the  /.  perforans  digitorum  the  other  three 
digits,  but  the  two  are  connected  by  a  vinculum  passing  from  the 
first-named  to  the  second. 

The  food  is  in  most  forms  chiefly  vegetable,  consisting  of  various 
water-plants,  seeds,  &c.,  but  in  addition  moat  of  the  species  live  on 
molluscs,  on  insects  and  their  larvae,  and  on  small  crustaceans. 
As  a  rule,  the  eggs  are  numerous  and  are  laid  in  a  coarse,  roughly 
built  nest  of  grass,  rushes,  and  similar  substances.  The  young  are 
batched  covered  with  down,  very  often  of  a  black  colour,  and  are 
able  to  run  or  swim  within  a  few  hours. 

Key  *  to  the  Genera. 

a.  Bill  from  gape  as  long  as  the  tarsus  or  longer. 
a'.  No  white  markings  on  back  ;  bill  slender.     Rallus,  p.  158. 
b\  Back  with  white  bars  or  spots;  bill  stouter.    Hypot^n'idia,  p.  160. 


As  in  some  other  caaes,  this  Key  only  applies  to  Indian  species. 


158  AALLID^. 

h.  Bill  from  gape  much  shorter  than  tarsus, 
c*.  No  frontal  shield, 
a".  2nd  quill  longest,  Ist  between  5th  and 
7th. 
ct'.  Tarsus  longer  than  middle  toe  with- 
out claw  Crex,  p.  162. 

b^.  Tarsus  shorter  than  middle  toe    ....     Pobzana,  p.  163. 
I".  3rd  to  6th  quills  longest,  Ist  shorter 
than  8th. 
c3.  Tarsus  longer  than  middle  toe  and 

claw ;  plumage  banded  beneath    . .     Rallina,  p.  107. 
eP.  Tarsus    shorter    than    middle     toe 

without  claw ;  plumage  not  banded.    Amaurobnis,  p.  170. 
d\  Upper  mandible  prolonged  on  forehead  to 
form  a  frontal  shield, 
c".  No  lobate  fringe  to  toes. 
e3.  Plumage  not  blue ;  frontal  shield  not 
truncated  behind. 
a*»  Toe«4  with  a  narrow  straight-edged 

lateral  fringe ;  sexes  alike Oallinula,  p.  176. 

b\  No  fringe  to  toes ;  sexes  differing .    Gallicrex,  p.  176. 
y^.  Plumage  blue;  frontal  shield  trun- 
cated behind Porphyrio,  p.  178. 

<2".   TofS    with     a     membranous    fringe 

divided  into  convex  lobes;   plumage  • 

bladcish  grey    Fulica,  p.  180. 


Genus  BALLUS,  Linn.,  1766. 

This  geuus  contains  the  typical  Water-Bails.  The  bill  is  as  long 
as  the  tarsus  or  longer,  straight  or  slightly  curved,  and  compressed ; 
the  nostrils  are  linear  and  placed  in  an  elongate  groove  on  each 
side  of  the  mandible.  Winf::8  short,  2nd  quill  usually  longest, 
Ist  between  6th  and  8th.  Tail  short.  Tarsus  slender,  shorter 
than  the  middle  toe  in  typical  species,  and  always  shorter  than 
the  middle  toe  and  claw }  toes  long,  slender,  free.  Feathers  of 
forehead  bristly. 

The  genus  is  almost  cosmopolitan.    Two  species  are  Indian. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

A  brown  band  from  lores  to  ear-coverti*    J?,  indicuttf  p.  1^8. 

No  brown  band  running  back  behind  ey<^ H.  aquaticus,  p.  100. 

1387.  Ballns  indicus.     The  Indian  Waier-Bail 

Rallus  indicus,  Bfyth,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xviii,  p.  820  (1849) ;  id.  Cat.  p.  286 ; 
id.  J.  A,  6'.  B.  xxviii, p.  L>81 ;  Adatfis,  P,  Z,  S,  I8.i8,  p.  608 ;  Jerdan, 


JS,  F.  X,  p.  463;  Sharpcy  Cat  B,  M,  xxiii,  p.  24. 
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Colitralion.  Feathers  of  upper  surface,  including  arapulars, 
tedUries,  and  tail-feathers,  black,  with  brood  olire-brown  luargina, 
Llack  predominatiag  on  tbe  head  and  brown  on  the  rump; 
gupercilia,  cheeks,  and  sides  of  throat  ashy  grey,  tbe  supercilia 
paler  or  whitish  aaterioriy ;  lores  and  a  band  beneath  (or  sur- 
rounding) the  eye  to  thn  ear-coverts  dark  brown  ;  secondary  wing- 
coverta  ohve-brown,  usually  with  a  few  white  i.-ro!ia-bars ;  primary- 
(-oTertii,  primaries,  and  most  of  the  serondaries  dark  brown  ;  chin 
and  middle  of  throat  white ;    breast  ashy,  washed  with  brown  ; 


Pig.  3-2.— Hnd  of  R.  iitdu-H*.    \. 

abdomen  din^  rufescant  in  the  middle :  flanks  black  with  wbit^^ 
cTO*s-bar9 ;  lower  tail-covirt^  black,  with  white  edges;  edgi;  of 
«in^  white,  a-ing-lining  black  miitd  with  whife. 

Younger  birds  have  more  whit^  band",  which  are  dark-edged,  on 
the  wing-coTerts ;  these  band*  dJMppear  with  age. 

Bill  brown,  the  basal  two-thirdf  of  the  lower  mandible  and  a 
stripe  on  the  upper  aiong  the  commi'«ure  Terraiiion  in  ailiilti. 
reddish  yellow  in  the  young ;  iridps  red  ;  l*-^*  and  fe^-i  d  ill  dJnzy 
pink  or  brownish  (Hum- 1. 

Length  11;  Uil  i  ;  wing  o:  lafas  I'7  ;  111]  fn^tn  Kafcr  1'75, 
Females  run  smaller. 

DitfrSnit'ioti.  A  winter  vi-itor  to  part*  f.f  India.  raMt;'"2  ""-t  a* 
far  a."  Indore.  acfordinj  to  Bjrn>-",  arid  ^ind.  wriTifr';  a  •■',»-'-iUfti. 
rollected  by  Dr.  fr.uM  u  in  i!,'.  Kri-i-h  M'!«ru'n.  A'iam.  uv* 
this  Bail  is  common  in  thf  Pj:.;i'',  but  ■h'-a  h»-  wm'*  tb"-  sp^-i'-n 
was  not  clearly  di'iitiz":;ir;ei,  I;  i* 'r'tmm'>T  in  iV-ri:ral,  i-Bjrtvia'.y 
about  Calcutta,  and  La' ti^n  (c.-ir.wj  ii  T^f.ji^rah  and  ArraKan, 
but  not  else«bere  in  Ba-n.a,  It  ha»  *>^n  r^yiM'-d  fr'jrn  Orvlvfi, 
but  there  is  no  di-'i-.'-r  -%:-i>'U-^  u'.  t» 'n-riirrfw*.  \u  ^••■i-:,'m 
India.  Ou-side  lii'iji:.  ..-.■-  ::  :-&-  '-^n  '.■>.ui  -n  Cf-  ;.i..  hi-'^ri. 
Siberia,  and  Japan. 

tiabUt,^!-.   IV   lui.ii    Wa-'-r-Ba..    i.   L-.a   r  f.,-jr.d   in  V...... 

gtafs  or  rushes  on  ti.-  '■'.::  ^'  -<'  car— ^-  a-.'i  tit  •■.,  •■.iiL'.'^u.  1' 
IS  I  skulking  runni-.2  '.-::,  ».-t,  a  -r-m^.t^s  '-a  ..  w.-:')!f.  f  ■>■■.•.  ai'd 
difficult  to  flush:  ,T  :'"-;■  '■-"  }  •'■■>  ►■i.i...  :- »<—•■.  i-.'..  ,-■■».»•, 'J 
'■orms,  aod  par;>  '.-l  >»-r-'i'-.-->.  I'-  ■'  I'j'  l:.-,-*:,  •;  ■it'-'-A  it, 
India. 
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1388.  Balliu  aqaaticofl.     The  Water-BaiL 

Rallus  aquaticus,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat  i,  p.  262  (17('6) ;  Hume,  S.  F, 
Hi,  p.  416 ;  id.  Cut.  no.  914  bis ;  Mume  ^  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii, 
p.  261 ;  Biddulph,  Ihis,  1881,  p.  08;  Sctdfy,  ibid.  p.  501 ;  George, 
Jour.  Bom.  N.  H,  Soc.  iv,  p.  311 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii, 
p.  20. 

Precisely  like  li,  indicus,  except  that  there  is  no  brown  band 
through  the  eye  to  the  ear-coverts,  the  sides  of  the  head  being 
generally  ashy  throughout ;  the  lores  are  sometimes  brownish,  but 
there  is  no  streak  behind  the  eye ;  the  breast  is  pure  ashy  grey, 
without  any  brownish  wash,  the  middle  of  the  abdomen  is  sullied 
buff,  and  the  under  tail-coverts  are  chiefly  white. 

Upper  mandil)le  dark  brown,  basal  half  of  upper  mandible  along 
commissure  and  basal  two-thirds  of  lower  orange-red,  end  of  bill 
horny  ;  irides  red ;  legs  and  feet  brownish  pink  to  fleshy  brown. 

Length  11 ;  tail  2*25  ;  wing  5  ;  tarsus  1*6  ;  bill  from  gape  1'7. 

Distribution,  Throughout  Europe  and  thePalaBarctic  region  as  far 
east  as  Yarkand  and  Cabul.  A  rare  winter  visitor  to  the 
Himalayas,  obtained  in  Gilgit  (Scidly);  Kulu  (Hay);  and  Dehra 
Dun  (Hume).  A  skin  from  Sind,  included  under  this  species  la 
the  British  Museum  Catalogue,  is,  1  find  (and  Dr.  Sharpe  agrees), 
B,  indicus,  but  Mr.  E.  George  states  that  he  killed  a  specimen 
near  Shikarpur.  There  is  also  a  skin  of  Hodgson's,  labelled  Nepal 
and  perhaps  collected  there. 

Habits,  Jfc.  similar  to  those  of  B,  indicus.  The  nest  in  Europe 
is  placed  in  a  swamp,  and  consists  of  dried  leaves  loosely  put 
together.  The  eggs,  8  to  10  or  more  in  number,  are  pale  stone- 
colour,  sparingly  spotted  with  purple  and  dark  red,  and  measure 
about  l4  by  I'Oo. 

Genus  HTPOTJSNIDIA,  Beichenb.,  1852. 

The  typical  species  of  this  genus,  //.  philippensis,  has  a  much 
thicker  and  shorter  bill  than  llalluM,  with  both  tarsus  and  middle 
toe  exceeding  the  bill  in  length.  In  the  Indian  representatives 
of  the  genus,  however,  the 'bill  is  as  long  as  the  tarsus  and  is  only 
distinguished  by  its  greater  thickness  and  by  the  genys  being 
distinctly  angulate.  There  are  10  species,  widely  distributed  in 
the  Oriental  and  Australian  regions ;  of  these  two  occur  within 
Indian  limits. 

Key  to  the  Speciet. 

Wing  4-5  to  6  :  breaAt  aflhy  grey   H.  etriata,  p.  160 . 

Wing  over  5 ;  breast  slaty  grey H.  obecurior,  p.  162 


1.380.  HypotSBllidia  striata.     TJie  Blue-breatted  Banded  Bail. 

Rallus  striatus,  Linn,  fhfst.  Nat.  i,  p.  262  (1766) ;  Biyth,  Cat.  p.  2^5 ; 
Adame,  P.  Z.  S.  18r>8,p.  608  j  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  726;  6Wir.- 
A%i$t.  J,  A.  S,  B.  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  175. 
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HrnolKoiditi  ctriitla.  Hunif,  .V.  j-  E.  p.  ROi  :  Hume  ^  Oaltt,  S.  F. 
ill.  p.  IS®  i  An>utty,«g.  S.  F.  iv,  p.  319 :  Oatn,  S.  F.  v,  p.  16fl  ; 
H'anU.-Itami.  Ibin,  1877,  p.  471 ;  Hnmf  $  IMi-.  S.  -F.  vi,  p.  J68 ; 
.<nrf«-s.  yoHHim  Eiyed.,  Acts,  p.  692 ;  h^f.  Bird*  Cryt.  p.  775 ; 
flnme,  Orf.  no.  913 ;  Humi  §■  .tf.iAA.  Game  B.  ii.  p.  2i">,  pi. ;  iii, 
p.  435,  pi.  ii  (e^)  ;  Vidal,  51  i*.  ix,  p.  87  :  Butier,  ibid.  p.  433 ; 
Daeiam,  &  F.  i,  p.  415;  Terry,  t5«(.  n.  480;  Oatei,  B.  B.  n, 
p.  339 ;  1^.  m  Hume'i  A'.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  399 ;  Bumf.  S.  F.  xi, 
p.  339;  Bamet.  Birds  Bom.  p.  372 :  «d.  Jwir.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  \i, 
p.  141.  pi.  fig'.  013  (egp) ;  SAarpe,  Cat.  B.  2U.  iiiii,  p.  33. 
Kana-ioli,  Tam. ;    Wade-kvli,  Tel. ;   i'an-gyet,  Burin. 


Fig.  3a.— Hwid  ol  H.  s/fiata.     \. 

Coloration.  Crown,  nape,  and  sides  oE  neck  chestnut,  more  or 
less  streaked  with  dark  brcAn,  that  disappears  in  old  birds  ; 
upper  piarts,  including  the  wing  and  tail-feathers,  dark  brown  with 
narrow  broken  white  cross-bars,  forming  spots  rather  than  bars, 
on  the' buck,  all  the  feathers  except  the  quills  with  lighter  olive - 
brown  edges ;  cbin  and  middle  of  throat  white ;  sides  of  head 
telow  eyes,  whole  fore  neck  and  breast  ashy  grey ;  abdomen, 
Hants,  and  under  wing-  and  taiWoverts  blackish,  barred  with 
white. 

Females  are  rather  duller,  especially  on  the  crown  and  nape  ; 
middle  of  abdomen  sullied  \i'hite. 

Young  binis  have  the  crown  and  nape  brown,  not  rufous,  and 
no  white  cross-bars  on  the  back. 

Colours  of  soft  parts  very  variable  r  upper  mandible  and  tip  of 
lower  brown,  ba-sal  portion  of  lower  mandible  and  basal  commissure 
of  upper  various  shades  of  red ;  irides  light  yellouish  brown  to 
Indian-red ;  legs  and  feet  olive-green  to  leaden  grey  or  fleaby 
gfey. 

fiCDgth  10'5  ;  tail  19  :  wing  475 ;  tarsus  I'o ;  bill  from  gape  1'6. 

DUtrHmtioa.  Probably  the  greater  part  of  India,  Burma,  and 
Ceylon  in  marshy  places ;  a  resident  species.  This  Rail  baa 
not  been  recorded  from  Sorth-westem  India  north  of  20° N.  lat. 
eicept  by  Adams,  who  states  that  it  is  pretty  common  in  the 
l^injab.  It  has,  however,  not  been  obtained  either  there  or  in 
Ihe  North-west  Provinces  hy  later  collectors.  It  is  common  in 
Lower  Bengal  and  in  Pegu.  Outside  Indian  limits  it  is  found 
in  Soath-eastem  Asia  aud  the  Malay  Archipelagi.-  as  far  as  the 
Philippines  and  Celebes. 


162  BALLID^. 

JlahUs^  ^'C.  Very  similar  to  those  of  Ballus  indictis,  except  that 
the  present  species  is  a  very  silent  bird,  and  only  occasionally 
utters  a  rather  sharp  though  not  loud  whistled  note.  The 
breeding-season  in  Bengal  and  Pegu  is  from  May  to  the  end  of 
October ;  the  nests  are  pads  of  grass,  varying  in  thickness,  in 
swampy  ground,  and  the  eggs  are  usually  from  5  to  7  in  number, 
pinkish  stone-colour,  spotted  or  blotched,  chiefly  about  the  larger 
end,  with  reddish  brown  and  grevish  lilac.  They  measure  about 
l-3o  by  1-02. 

1390.  HypotflBllidia  obacurior.     TJie  Andamanese  Banded  Bail. 

lialluft  striatus,  apud  Ball,  J,  A.  S,  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  2^ ;  id.  S,  F.  i, 

p.  86 ;  nee  Linn. 
HypoteenidiB  fetriata,  apud  Hume,  S.  F,  ii,  p.  302;   Waideyt,  Ibi\ 

'1874,  p.  146. 
Ilvpoteenidia  obpcuriora,  Hume,  S.  F,  ii,  p.  .*W2  (Jan.  1874)  ;  i*% 

p.  294  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  913  bis:  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  253, 

pi. ;  Oates  in  Humect  N.  «$•  F.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  400. 
Hypotsnidia  feirea,  Waldetty  lbi»,  1874,  p.  ii03  (April  1874). 
Hypotipnidia  abnonnis,  Httme,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  147  (1875);  id.  Cat. 

no.  UVA  ter. 
Ilypotcenidia  obscurior  (H.  striatic  subsp.),  Sharpe,   Cat.  B.  Jf. 

xxiu,  p.  3/. 

Like  the  last  species,  but  larger  and  much  darker  in  colour;  the 
head  and  nape  dark  rufous  brown  ;  upper  parts  generally  blackish 
brov^n,  with  narrow  pale  edges  to  the  feathers  ;  breast  slaty  grey. 

Bill  Indian-red,  tips  of  both  mandibles  and  whole  culmen  deep 
horny  brown ;  irides  deep  brown ;  legs  and  iaet  dark  greenish 
homy  (Davison). 

Length  12  ;  tail  2;  wing  5*4  ;  tarsus  1*6  ;  bill  from  g&pe  1'75. 

Bvftribution,  The  Andaman  Inlands. 

Habits,  ^'c.  As  in  the  last  species.  Nests  with  4  and  6  eggs, 
rrsonibling  those  of  U,  ttriata  and  measuring  about  1*43  by  1, 
have  been  taken  in  May  and  July. 


Genus  OBEX,  Bechstein,  1S()2. 

The  Land-Kail  stands  apart  from  all  other  ireuera  of  the  family. 
It  has  a  comparatively  short,  stout  bill,  the  depth  at  the  base  of 
the  upper  mandible  being  more  than  half  the  culmen  ;  the  tarsus 
is  about  equal  to  the  middle  toe  and  claw.  The  wings  are  rather 
broad,  the  2nd  quill  longest,  the  1st  about  equal  to  the  5th  or 
6th. 

There  is  but  a  single  species,  and  that  is  a  Eur(tpean  bird, 
hitherto  only  recorded  from  the  north-western  extremity  of  the 
Indian  area.  It  is  easily  recognized  by  its  rufous  wings,  and  is 
more  of  a  land  and  less  of  a  water  bird  than  most  of  the  BalUdo'. 
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1391.  Crex  pratensis.     TIk  Land-Ilail  or  Corn-Crcikt. 

Rallus  crex,  Linn,  SysL  Nat,  i,  p.  2(U  (1766). 

Crex  pratensis,  Bi^hst.  Naturg.  Deutschi,  2*  Aufl.  ii,  p.  461  (1805) ; 

Bfyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  172 ;  Ifumey  S.  F.  vii,  pp.  440,  4(54 ;  id.  Cat. 

no.  910  quat.;  id.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  231 ;  ScuUy,  Ihis,  1881,  p.  591. 
Crex  crex,  Skarpe,  Ibis,  1886,  pp.  167,  490;  id.  Cat,  B.  M,  xxiii, 

p.  82. 

Coloration,  In  winter  the  feathers  of  the  crown,  hind  neck, 
back,  rump,  and  tail,  m  ith  the  scapulars  and  tertiaries,  are  black, 
with  broad  brown  borders  growing  grey  at  the  margins  :  upper  and 
under  wing-coverts  and  axillaries  bright  chestnut ;  wing-feathers 
and  primary-coverts  dark  brown,  the  exposed  portions  rufous ; 
outer  web  of  first  primary  and  edge  of  wing  bufEy  white  ;  sides  of 
head,  including  superdlia,  and  of  neck,  and  the  whole  of  the 
breast  light  brown,  a  darker  band  through  the  eye :  chin,  throat, 
and  abdomen  whitish ;  6anks,  thighs,  and  shorter  under  tail- 
<x)verts  brown  with  white  cross-bars,  longer  under  tail-coverts 
white. 

In  summer  the  supercilia,  cheeks,  and  fore  neck  are  ashy  grey, 
a  light  brown  band  passing  from  the  lores  through  the  eye  and 
ear-coverts  to  the  side  of  the  neck;  the  breast  is  grey  washed 
with  light  rufous  brown,  and  the  bands  on  the  flanks  are  more 
distinct. 

Young  birds  have  white  barring  on  the  wing-coverts.  The 
nestling  is  clad  with  black  down. 

Bill,  feet,  and  claws  pale  brown  ;  iris  hazel  (Seehohm). 

Length  10  ;  tail  2  ;  wing  6  ;  tarsus  1*5 ;  bill  from  gape  1*05. 

Distribution,  A  migratory  bird,  found  in  the  summer  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  Europe  and  in  Central  Asia,  and  in  winter  in 
Africa  and  Arabia.  It  is  said  to  be  found  at  that  season  near 
Cabul.  Various  reports  of  its  occurrence  in  Northern  India  have 
been  heard  from  time  to  time,  but  all  are  of  doubtful  authenticity, 
and  the  only  trustworthy  record  is  by  Scully,  who  obtained  a 
eingle  specimen  at  Gilgit  on  Oct.  8th. 


Genus  FORZANA,  Yieill.,  1816. 

The  little,  short-billed,  long- toed  Water-Rails,  with  a  brown 
back,  grey  or  greyish  breasts,  and  more  or  less  white  spotting, 
form  a  fairly  natural  genus.  The  bill  is  comparatively  short  and 
moderately  stout.  The  tarsus,  which  is  at  least  half  as  ong  again 
as  the  bill,  is  considerably  shorter  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw. 
The  2nd  quill  is  longest,  or  2nd  and  3rd  subequal ;  the  1st  is 
much  shorter,  and  about  equal  to  the  6th  or  7th.  The  tail -coverts 
extend  nearly  or  quite  to  the  end  of  the  tail. 

The  Little  Crake,  Ballus  parvus,  has  been  separated  from  the 
Spotted  Crake  and  its  allies  on  account  of  having  slightly  shorter 
secondaries,  and  some  difference  in  coloration  between  the  sexes,  and 
was  referred  to  Leach's  genus  Zapomia  by  Sharpe ;  but  I  cannot 
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regard  the  Little  Crake  as  genericallj  distinct  from  its  near  allr, 
Baillon*8  Crake,  which  has  the  same  rektion  between  the  secondaries 
and  primaries  as  the  Spotted  Crake,  the  trpe  of  Pcirzina. 

The  genus  Porzana  is  almost  cosmopoHtan.    Three  species  are 
Indian,  all  of  which  are  migratory,  though  one  breeds  in  India. 

Ketf  to  the  Speciet, 

a.  Breast  not  spotted  with  white. 

a\  Outer  edge  of  1st  primarr  brown :  winjr  4  . .     P.  parra,  p.  164. 
6'.  Outer  edge  of  Irt  primanr  white :  wing  3*5  .     P.  pusiii/i,  p.  16o. 

b.  Breast  spotted  with  white ;  wing  4*75 P.  manteita,  p.  l<iC. 

1392.  Ponaaa  parra.    The  Little  Crake. 

Rallufl  panus,  Scop.  Ann.  i,  p.  108  n769). 

(iallinala  minuta,  Montagu,  Om.  Diet.  Suppi.  cmn  fig.  (1813)  ;  free 

Ball  us  minutus.  Pall. 
Porzana  minuta,  Hvme,  S,  F,  \,  p.  351. 
Porzana  pana,  Httme^  Cat.  no.  910  bis ;  Hume  4*  Marsh,  Game  B, 

ii,  p.  209,  pi.;  Biddulph,  lhi$,  1881,  p.  08 :  SruUy,  ibid.  p.  «K): 

Swmhoe,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  123 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  371 ;  St.  John, 

Ihis,  18M»,  p.  178. 
Zapomia  parva,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxiii,  p.  89. 

Coloration.  Male,  Upper  plumage  light  olive-brown,  darker  on 
the  crown,  rump,  and  tail-coverts,  pale  on  the  scapulars,  and 
\vhiti8h  on  the  inner  borders  of  the  tertiaries,  back,  rump,  and  tail- 
feathers  ;  scapulars  and  tertiaries  with  broad  black  shaft- stripes, 
interscapulary  region  speckled  with  white  streaks ;  quills  and 
primary-coverts  dark  brown ;  forehead,  supercilia,  and  sides  of 
head,  with  the  whole  lower  surface,  light  slaty  grey,  with  white 
edgings  on  the  lower  abdomen  and  flanks,  and  especially  on  the 
lower  tail-coverts. 

Female.  Supercilia  and  part  of  the  cheeks  ashy,  a  light  brown 
band  from  the  lores  through  the  eye  to  the  ear-coverts ;  chin, 
lower  cheeks,  and  throat  white  ;  rest  of  lower  parts  isalielline  buff, 
with  brown  and  white  edgings  to  lower  abdomen,  thigh-coverts, 
and  lower  tail-coverts  ;  otherwise  similar  to  the  male. 

Young  birds  are  whitish  beneath,  with  brown  tips  and  edges  io 
th?  feathers  of  the  breast  and  flanks,  forming  bars  on  the  latter; 
they  have  fine  white  bars  on  the  scapulars,  and  white  tips  to  the 
tertiaries  and  greater  coverts. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  green  with  a  yellow  tinge  :  irides  red.  In 
summer  the  base  of  both  mandibles  is  red,  but  Indian  birds  shot 
in  winter  do  not  show  this. 

Length  of  males  8 ;  tail  2*25;  wing  4;  tarsus  1*2;  bill  from 
gape  *9.    Females  are  rather  less. 

Diitribuiion.  Throughout  Europe,  except  in  the  north ;  also  in 
Houth-westem  and  Ct*ntml  Asia.  A  winter  \isitor  to  parts  of 
Africa  and  to  Sind,  where  it  is  common  on  some  of  the  dhands  or 
mar^fhes.  It  has  beeu  observed  passing  through  Quetta  and 
(f  ilgit  when  migrating. 
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HahiU,  4x.  A  thoroughly  aquatic  birJ,  often  seen  running  over 
leaves  of  water-lilies  and  other  floating  plants,  and  living  mainly 
on  water-insects  and  larvse.  It  swims  well  and  has  even  been 
seen  to  dive,  and  it  has  a  fairly  strong  flight.  It  does  not,  in  all 
probability,  breed  in  India.  The  nest  and  eggs  are  very  similar  to 
those  of  the  next  species. 

1393.  Ponana  posilla.     The  Eastern  BaillorCs  Crahe. 
Rallus  puRillus,  PaliaSy  Rets,  Bum,  lUicha,  iii,  p.  700  (1776). 


p.  98  (nee  Brehm,  nee  Naum.), 

Zapomia  pygmaea,  Hume,  N.  4'  B,  p.  603 ;  Butler,  S.  F,  v,  p.  215. 

Ortygcmetra  pygmsea,  Hume,  S.  I\  ii,  p.  301. 

Fonana  bailloni,  apud  Hume  ^  Da  v.  S,  I\  vi,  p.  467;  Ball,  S.  F, 
vii,  p.  229;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  910 ;  Sculli/,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  358 ;  Leffpe, 
Birds  Ceyl.  p.  766 ;  Hume  <$-  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  203,  pi. ; 
iu,  p.  435,  pL  ii  (egg) ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  87  ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  432 ; 
Seui/j/,  Hns,  1881,  p.  690 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  73 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  344 ;  Barnes^  Birds  Bom.  p.  370;  Hume,  S.  F.  x,  p.  415 ;  xi, 
p.  328;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1880,  p.  173  (nee  VieiU.). 

Ponana  pusilla,  Gates  in  Hume  s  N.  «$-  E.  2Qd  ed.  iii,  p.  305  ;  Sharpe, 
York.  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  147 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  100. 

Jhilli,  Nepal. 


Fig.  34.  —Head  of  P.  pu&ilia.     \ . 

Coloration,  Upper  parts  rufescent  olive-brown,  all  the  feathers 
except  the  wing-coverts  with  broad  black  median  stripes ;  feathers 
of  back  and  rump,  with  the  scapulars  and  some  of  the  wing-coverts, 
streaked  with  white  in  a  peculiar  way  as  if  smeared  with  white) 
paint ;  edge  of  wing  white ;  quills  dark  brown ;  first  primary  with 
a  white  outer  border ;  tail-feathers  blackish  brown  ;  an  ochreous- 
brown  streak  from  the  lores,  including  orbit  and  ear-coverts,  to 
side  of  neck,  which  is  uniformly  bro^%ll;  superciliary  stripes,  cheeks, 
and  lower  parts  to  abdomen  ashy  grey ;  abdomen  brown  with  white 
cross-bars;  lower  tail-coverts  barred  black  and  white.  Sexes 
alike. 

Young  birds  have  the  lower  parts  whitish  or  white,  not  grey, 
but  more  or  less  tinged  with  brown. 

Bill  green,  dusky  on  culmen  and  at  tip ;  irides  red  in  adults, 
reddish  brown  in  young  birds;  legs  and  feet  green  with  a 
yellowish  tinge ;  claws  pale  brown  {Hume). 

Length  7'5 ;  taU  175 ;  wing  35 ;  tarsus  1-1 ;  bill  from  gape  7. 

Distribution.  Eastern  Asia  generally,  including  all  India,  Ceylon, 
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and  Burma,  in  suitable  localities,  and  as  far  west  as  Afghanistan 
and  Baluchistan.  This  Crake  has  been  obtained  at  the  Andaman 
Islands.  Throughout  Western  Asia  and  Europe  it  is  replaced  by 
the  closely  allied  Baillon's  Crake,  P.  intermedia  (Henn.),  dis- 
tinguished by  having  the  sides  of  the  head  grey,  without  any  brown 
stripe  through  the  eye  and  ear-coverts.  A  specimen  from  Deesa 
is  intermediate  in  character. 

Habits^  ^c.  Though  a  large  proportion  of  •  the  birds  found  in 
India  are  probably  migratory,  some  breed  throughout  the  country 
and  even  in  Tavoy.  A  large  number  breed  in  the  Lower 
Himalayas,  but  many  appear  to  go  farther  north.  Like  the  last 
species,  this  Crake  is  sometimes  found  running  on  floating  water- 
plants  and  it  swims  well,  but  it  is  more  often  met  with  in  reeds 
or  swampy  grassy  thickets  or  wet  cultivation.  The  call  is  loud — 
a  single  note  repeated  slowly  at  first,  then  more  rapidly,  ending 
with  a  sharper  note.  The  breeding-season  is  July,  August,  and 
September  in  the  plains  of  India,  June  and  July  in  the  Himalayan. 
The  nest  is  of  rush  or  similar  material  amidst  water  and  grass  or 
reeds,  and  the  eggs,  6  to  8  in  number  and  measuring  about  1*1  (S 
by  -87,  are  pale  olive,  thickly  freckled  and  indistinctly  mottled 
with  faint  dusky  clouds  and  streaks. 


1394.  Porsana  marnetta.    Tlte  Spotted  Crake. 

Rallus  porzana,  Linn,  Sy9t,  Nat,  i,  p.  362  (1766). 


no.  0()0 ;  Uume  8c  Marsh.   Game  B.  ii,  p.  213,  pi. ;  Biddulph, 
iAif,  JlKHl,  p.  98;   HcuUy,  i6»t/.  jp.  590 ;   Jteid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  73; 
Damdton,  ibid,  p.  322  ;  Gates,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  345  ;  BanieSy  Birdt  Bom, 
p.  370;  Sharpey  Yark,  Miss.f  Aves,  p.  l47. 
Porzaoa  porzana,  fiharpe.  Cat.  B,  M.  xxiii,  p.  93. 

Ourguri'khatriy  Beog. ;   Venna  mtidi-kodi^  Tel. 

Coloration.  Up))er  plumage  and  tail  rufesoent  olive-brown  with 
white  spots  and  streaks  ;  all  the  feathers,  except  the  wing-coverts, 
with  more  or  less  concealed  broad  black  central  stripes;  inner 
borders  of  tertianes  pale  brown  ;  the  white  markings  on  the  back 
are  longitudinal  streaks,  those  on  the  tertiaries  ligxag,  on  wing- 
coverts  fewer  and  V-shaped,  all  black-edged;  border  of  wiug 
white ;  quills  dark  brown,  olive-brown  on  exposed  margins :  outer 
edge  of  firHt  primary  white ;  broad  and  long  supercilia,  cheeks, 
chin,  and  throat  dark  grey,  all  speckled  with  white  posteriorly ; 
lores  black  with  a  whitish  streak  above;  a  brown  band  from 
behind  each  eye,  including  the  ear-coverts  and  extending  to  the 
side  of  the  neck,  which  is  of  the  same  colour  and  aprinkled 
throughout  with  white  spots,  more  or  less  dark-edged;  breast 
grey,  washed  with  brown  and  similarly  spotted  ;  abdomen  white, 
passing  into  buff  on  the  vent  and  under  tail-coverts;  flanks  and 
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xring-lining,  except  near  the  edge  of  the  wing,  brown  baiTed  with 
white.    Sexes  alike. 

Young  birds  have  a  white  throat  and  brown  breast,  and  are 
much  speckled  with  white.     Nestling  black. 

BUI  yellow,  orange  at  the  base  and  shading  into  dusky  olive  at 
the  tip  and  on  the  culioen ;'  indes  red-brown  ;  legs  and  feet  bright 
olire-green. 

Length  9 ;  tail  1-9  ;  wing  4*75  ;  tarsus  1-3 ;  bill  from  gape  '8. 

Disiributian.  A  migratory  bird,  found  in  summer  in  Europe 
and  in  "Western  and  Central  Asia,  and  visiting  Northern  Africa 
and  India  in  the  winter.  At  this  season  it  is  found  not  un- 
oommonly  throughout  Northern  India  from  Sind  to  Arrakan.  It 
has  been  recorded  from  the  Deccan  as  far  south  as  Belgaum,  and 
Jerdon  states  that  it  is  found  all  over  India,  though  of  late  years 
it  has  not  been  observed  to  the  southward  nor  in  the  Central 
Provinces,  Chutia  Nagpur,  or  Orissa,  and  it  is  not  known  to  occur 
in  Ceylon,  in  Assam,  nor  in  Burma  east  of  Arrakan. 

HahUs^  Sfc.  The  Spotted  Crake  arrives  in  Northern  India  in 
September  and  leaves  about  April.  It  keeps  to  thick  reeds  and 
cultivation  in  swampy  grouud  aud  is  rarely  seen.  It  is  not  known 
to  breed  in  India. 


Genus  RALLINA,  Eeichenb.,  1846. 

Bill  much  stouter  than  in  Rallus^  and  considerably  shorter  than 
the  middle  toe,  which  is  shorter  than  the  tarsus.  Wing  rounded ; 
1st  quill  much  shorter  than  2nd,  which  is  exceeded  by  the  3rd. 
Secondaries  nearly  as  long  as  primaries  or  a  little  longer. 

To  this  genus  in  Sharpe's  Catalogue  five  species  are  referred, 
ranging  from  India  and  Ceylon  to  Australia ;  two  are  Indian  or 
Burmese.  I  also  leave  in  this  genus  the  Andaman  K.  canningi^ 
separated  by  Sharpe  as  Castanolimnas  because  the  secondaries 
slightly  exceed  the  primaries,  whilst  in  typical  Rallvut  the  former 
are  a  Httle  shorter  than  the  latter.  The  difference  is  small,  and 
scaroely,  I  think,  of  generic  importance. 

Key  to  the  Sptcies. 

a.  Back  and  wings  brownish  olive :   bill  from 

gape  1*2    iJ.  superciliarisj  p.  167. 

h.  Back  and  wings  rufous  brown;    bill  from 

gape  1   - R,/asct<ita,  p.  169. 

e.  ^^  hole  upper  surface  deep  ruddy  chestnut ; 

bill  from  gape  1*4    It,  canningi^  p.  169. 

1395.  SaJlina  superciliaris.    The  Banded  Crake. 

Rallus  nigrolinestus,  G.  H.  Gray,  Lht  GralUe  B.  Af.  p.  117  (1844 : 

descr.  null&). 
Rallas  superciliaris,  EyUm,  A.  M.  N.  JST  xvi,  p.  230  (1845). 
Ponana  ceylonica,  apud  Bfyfh,  Cnt.  p.  285 ;  Jerd4Mf  B.  L  iii,  p.  726  j 


Jlunif.  S.  F.  i,  p.  iiO :  Huiiir  ^  Oaie;  S.  F.  iii,  p. 


Srwrtl.  S.  F. 

zevlnniciu,  Gni. 

Pornnna  supercili 


IJ.  403:   Hume.  S.  F 


.  ,Bl<ith,  Ca(.p.  339. 

Ponatia  ztivlRcicH,  apud  Blgtk,  J.  A,  S.  S.  xxi,  p.  3S3  ;  iil.  Hi 
imr,  pp.' 171,  309;  ni*  Gm. 

Pontuia  amnuroptera,  Blyth,  Jerdon,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  726. 

Knliina  euryBonnides,  ayud't'iereddalt,  P.  Z.S.  i»77,  p.  TB"  (|«r1im 
JIujne,  Cat.  no.  812;  Lrpj/e,  Birdt  Veyl  p.  772  ;  Mvme  *  Mu>». 
Game  B.  ii,  p.  237,  pi.  ;  Oate;  B.  H.  ii,  p.  340 ;  VavidMn,  Jo- 
Bum.  N.  U.  Soc.  in.  11,  481) ;  »«■  Za/rcm. 

liBlliua  IrlmBtopliilii,  Jluvie.  S.  F.  vii,  pp.  H2,  451. 

KiUliiia  8iii»erciUafiii,  Siar/ir,  Cat.  B.  M.  sxiii,  p,  7U- 


Fig.  3.'^.— He«l  of  if.  mprrriliiirif,     \. 

Coiii-ntion.  Head  and  ueck  all  round,  witli  upper  breast,  cliestniit: 
ehiu  and  throat  pale  rufous  to  wliile ;  upper  parts  from  the  neck 
dark  brownish  olive  ;  ijuills  dark  brown  ;  [ovrer  parts  from  breast, 
including  wing-lining  »tid  lower  tftil-:;overts,  tiarred  across  with 
white  and  duskr  blaek ;  the  dusky  bars  beeomiog  uarrow  and 
partly  disappearing  in  the  middle. 

Old  females  appear  to  resemble  the  male,  but  this  is  not  quite 
certain;  generally  in  females  the  chestnut  is  coutined  to  the  t'ore^ 
head,  aides  of  fai-«,  fore  neck,  and  breast,  the  urowu  arid  nape 
being  bruwniah  olive  like  the  back.  Young  birds  have  the  rufnua 
on  the  bead,  neck,  and  breast  entirely  replaced  by  bruwn ;  thi^ 
inner  webs  of  the  quills  are  bnri-ed  uith  white,  and  there  are 
occasionally  a  few  white  bars  uilh  dui^ky  edges  on  the  upp^r 
wing-coverts. 

Base  oC  upper  mandible,  and  greater  portion  of  the  lower,  green ; 
remainder  of  tbu  hill  dark  brown:  irides  blood-red;  legs  black 
(Oata).  Iris  mottled  c!us«ly  on  the  exterior  portion  with  red- 
brown  on  an  olive  ground;  legs  ami  feet  plumbeous  (Ltijijr). 

Length  10;  tflil2'y;  wing  5  j  tarsual'7;  hill  from  gope  TS, 

Bixtribution.  A  winter  visitor  to  Ceylon,  arririiig  about  the  end 
of  October  and  leoving  about  February.  Isolated  specimens  have 
been  obtained  in  the  Korth-nest  Provinces  and  Oudfa,  \epa], 
8ikhiin.  B«':iigiil,  Orissa,  Uumsur,  Cauara,  aud  Travancore,  also  at' 
Thayet  Myo  in  Pegu,  at  Malacca,  and  Singapore;  but,  except  in 
Ceylon,  the  occurrence  of  this  species  appcnr.i  to  be  occaiiionat,  and 
its  summer  quarters  and  breediug-h aunts  ore  unknown.  The 
Philippine  species,  the  true  B.  rvri/^otwvieii,  is  regarded  by 
Dr.  i^harpe  as  distinct. 

JIiMu,  4-r.  The  Banded  Ci-ake  arriics  on  the  west  const  of 


CejIoQ  when  the  north  wind  sets  in  ;  it  is  then  in  an  exhausted 
coadition  as  if  from  a  long  flight,  and  otten  seeks  shelter  in 
houses.  After  a  few  days  all  the  birds  leave  for  the  hills,  where 
thej  frequent  sedgy  places  near  streams  and  paddy-fields ;  they 
are  also  found  in  drier  ground.  Nothing  certain  is  known  of  the 
nidification, 

1396.  Ballina  fasciata.     The  Malayan  Batuled  Crake, 

Rdlus  fasciatus,  Eaffl,  Tr.  Litw.  Soc.  xiii,  p.  328  (1822). 

Porzana  fasciata,  Bfyth,  Cat.  p.  285  j   Hutne,  S,  F.  ii,  p.  483 ;  iii| 

p.  188. 
Kallina  fasciata,  Wald.  in  BlytKs  Birds  Burm.  p.  162 ;   Hume  «$* 

Dav.  S,  F.  vi,  p.  467  ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  912  bis;  Hume  ^  MarsJi. 

Gante  B.  ii,  p.  235,  pi. ;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  341 ;   Salcadoriy  Ann. 

Jfus.  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  vii,  p.  427 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  75, 

Cohratian.  Head  and  neck  all  round,  with  the  breast,  dull 
chestnut,  paler,  sometimes  whitish,  on  the  chin  and  throat ;  upper 
parts  from  the  neck  rufous  brown;  primary  and  some  of  the 
secondary  win^-coverts  with  dark-edged  white  cross-bars ;  quills 
dark  brown,  all  except  the  tertiaries  with  imperfect  white  bars  on 
both  webs;  abdomen  barred  black  and  white,  the  white  bars 
becoming  rufous  on  the  lower  tail-coverts. 

In  some  skins,  probably  females,  the  black  bars  on  the  abdomen 
are  narrower  and  disappear  more  or  less  in  the  middle.  Young 
birds  are  brown,  not  chestnut,  on  the  head,  neck,  and  breast. 

BLU  blackish,  plumbeous,  or  greenish  slaty ;  gape,  chin,  and 
orbital  ring  crimson ;  irides  brown  to  crimson ;  legs  and  feet 
coral-red  ;  claws  horny  blue  (Davison). 

Length  9 ;  tail  2;  wing  5  ;  tarsus  1*7 ;  bill  from  gape  1. 

Distribution,  ITrom  Karennee  to  Celebes  and  the  Moluccas, 
throughout  the  Malayan  Peninsula  and  islands:  Found  by 
Davison  at  Moulmein,  Amherst,  and  Tavoy,  and  by  Fea  in 
Karennee. 

Habits,  Sfc,  Apparently  a  resident  species,  found  in  scrub  and 
brushwood  on  the  borders  of  wet  cultivation.  Nidification  not 
known. 

1397.  Ballina  canningl.     The  Andamatxese  Banded  CraJce, 

EuryzoDa  canningi,  Tytler,  Blyth,  Ibis,  1863,  p.  119 ;  Ball,  J.  A.  S.  B, 
xli,  pt.  2,  p.  288 ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  86  ;  Hume,  S.  F  ii,  pp.  302,  600. 

Rallina  camungi,  Hume,  Cat.  no.  912  t<3r ;  Hume  j*  Marsh.  Game 
B.  ii,  p.  241,  pL  ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  4*  K  2nd  ed,  iii,  p.  398. 

Castanolimnas  canoingi,  Sharpe,  Bull.  B.  G.  Club,  vol.  i,  p.  xxviii ; 
id.  Ibis,  1893,  p.  260 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  80. 

Coloration,  Head  and  neck  all  round,  upper  breast,  and  whole 
upper  plumage  deep  ruddy  chestnut ;  quills  blackish  brown 
externally,  margined  with  chestnut,  all  except  the  tertiaries  with 
rufous-white  bars  on  the  inner  webs;  primaries  more  or.  less 
distinctly  barred  with  rufous  on  the  outer  webs  also ;  lower  parts 
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from  middle  of  breast,  including  the  wing-lining,  black  with  white 
c  ross— bai*8 

Bill  a  delicate  pale  chrysopraee  green ;  irides  red  ;  legs  and  feet 

oliye-green  (Wimberley).  , 

Length  13-5  ;  tail  3-3  ;  wing  6-25  ;  tarsus  2-1 ;  bill  from  gape  1-4. 
Distribution.  The  Andaman  Islands. 

Habits,  ^e.  A  forest  bird,  haunting  swampy  ground  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  hill-streams,  and  feeding  on  insects  and  tresli- 
\%ater  Crustacea.  A  nest  of  grass  loosely  rolled  together,  ^^^^^  « 
eggs,  was  taken  on  July  17th  and  brought  to  Mr.  de  Itoepstorff. 
The  eggs  are  pinkish,  streaked  and  blotched,  chietiy  at  the  Iwrger 
end,  with  chestnut  and  purple,  and  measure  on  an  average  1*4  by 
1-09, 

Genus  AMAURORNIS,  Reichenb,,  1852. 

The  members  of  this  genus  are  distinguished  from  bp^h  Porrana 
and  GaUinula  bv  having  a  more  rounded  wing,  with  the  Jrd  quiU 
longest,  the  2nd  equal  to  the  5th  or  6th,  and  the  Ist  much  shorter. 
The  species  are  also  distinguished  at  once  horn  Forzana  by  very 
different  and  much  more  uniform  plumage.  The  bill  is  ot  moderate 
length;  much  shorter  than,  the  tarsus,  which  is  shorter  thau  the 

middle  toe  and  claw.  ,        , 

The  type  of  the  genus.  A,  oZivarw.*,  a  Philippine  species,  has  the 
upper  mandible  slightlv  swollen  at  the  base,  and  the  same  is  the 
case  in  A.  pJurnicurus  {  but  in  coloration  A.  oUvaceus  is  Perfectly 
intermediate  between  A.  phcenicurus  and  A.  akool,  which  cannot  be 
separated  from  A.  fvscus  and  A.  bieolor.  The  difference  in  the  bill 
appears  scarcely  sufficient  to  justify  generic  ef Pa^^^*^"' ^?^"<5h, 
if  a  division  is  made,  A.  hicolor  and  A.  akool  should,  1  tbink,  be 
referred  to  Limnobctnus,  of  which  A.  fuscus  is  the  type. 

The  genus  lAmnuromis,  as  here  accepted,  ranges  throughout  the 
Oriental  region  to  North  Australia.    Four  species  are  Indian. 

AVy  to  the  Specifs. 

a.  Breaat  grey  or  rufous ;  bill  not  gwollen  at 

bat<e. 
a'.  Breast  in  adults  vinous  cheatnut,  in  young 

dark  olive ^./ujcm^  p.  1/0. 

If'.  BrvAst  dark  grev.  >  t  •    i  ^7^ 

a".  Back  rufuu«'brown A.  bwolor,  p.  171. 

6".  Back  dark  olive    ^-  «*«»'». P-  1'-;       . 

b.  Breast  white;  bill  swollen  at  base A.  phamtcurus,  p.  1/^. 

1398.  Amanrornis  fnacus.     The  Ruddy  Crake. 

Rallus  fuscus,  Linn.  Syit.  ^at  i,  P- 262  (1766). 

Zanornia  flammiceps,  Bodys.  in  Gray's  Zcol.  Muc.  p.  86  (1844, 

P..rwin*  fu»ca,  BMh,  Oii.  p.  2W5;  JerdoH    B.I.  ii...p.  J24,  i?/.vW. 
JU;  1867,  p.  171 ;   oJic.-Auti.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xliu,  pt.  3,  p.  1<6 , 
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StoiiczkOf  S,  F.  ii,  p.  461  ;   Blythj  Birds  Bwm,  p.  161 ;  Hume, 

S,  F,  vii,  p.  489 ;   id.  Cat,  no.  911 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl  p.  769; 

Hume  6f  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  p.  217,  pi. ;   Vidal^  S.  F.  ix,  p.  87 ; 

Buti4fr,  ibid.  p.  432 ;  Davison,  S.  F.  x,  p.  416 ;  Beid,  ibid.  p.  453 ; 

Taulor,  ibid.  p.  466 ;  OaUs,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  346  ;  id.  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E. 

2na  ed.  iii,  p.  390 ;  Ba  'nes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  372 ;   Hume  ^  Cripps, 

S.  F.  xi,  p.  329;  Sharj}e,  York.  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  146. 
Hallina  fuBca,  Hum^,  N.  <$•  E.  p.  604 ;  Oates  8f  Hume,  S.  F.  iii, 

p.  188 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  600 ;  Anders.  Yunnan  Exped.,  A  ves,  p.  601. 
Limnobeenus  fuscos^  Skarpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  146. 

Coloration.  Upper  parts  dark  brownish  olive  ;  rump,  upper  tail- 
coverts,  and  tertiaries  browner ;  quills  and  tail  dark  brown ;  fore- 
head and  sinciput,  sides  of  head,  including  supereilia,  and  of  neck, 
and  lower  parts  to  abdomen  vinous  chestnut ;  sides  of  body  and 
abdomen  brown  tinged  with  olive,  the  latter  streaked  with  white ; 
lower  tail-coverts  blackish  >*ath  broader  white  fringes.  In  many 
skins,  irrespective  of  sex,  the  chin  and  throat  are  whitish  or 
white. 

Young  birds  are  dusky  olive  throughout,  except  the  chin,  throat, 
and  middle  of  abdomen,  which  are  whitish.  Apparently  the  rufous 
garb  is  gradually  assumed,  beginning  on  the  head. 

BiU  greenish  brown  ;  ins  crimson ;  eyelids  plumbeous,  the  edges 
red  ;  legs  and  toes  red  (Gates). 

Length  8-5  ;  tail  2*1 ;  wing  4  ;  tarsus  1*4  ;  bill  from  gape  3. 

Distribution.  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  ranging  to  Java,  the 
Philippines,  China,  and  Japan.  This  species  is  common  in  Lower 
Bengal  and  along  the  Lower  Himalayas  as  far  west  as  Kashmir, 
where  it  breeds,  but  is  rare  in  the  Upper  Provinces  and  not  known 
to  occur  in  the  Western  Punjab,  Sind,  Eajputana,  or  Guzerat, 
whilst  throughout  the  Peninsula  it  is  only  known  to  have  been 
obtained  in  Mysore  and  the  Wynaad,  though  Vidal  saw  what  he 
believed  was  this  species  near  Ratntigiri.  It  is  a  winter  visitor  to 
Ceylon.  It  is  common  in  Pegu,  and  has  been  found  at  Shillong 
and  Dibrugarh  in  Assam,  also  in  Arrakan  and  in  Yunnan,  but  not 
in  Tenasserim. 

Habits,  Sfc,  Around  Calcutta,  as  observed  by  Hume,  this  Bail  is 
common  on  rushy  ponds,  where  it  seeks  food  on  the  floating  leaves 
of  water-lilies  and  other  plants,  and  amongst  i-eeds  and  grass  in 
swamps.  It  swims  jerkily  like  a  Moorhen.  It  has  a  soft  call, 
and  feeds  on  insects  and  seeds.  It  breeds  in  Bengal  from  July  to 
September,  makes  the  usual  Bail's  nest  of  grass  or  rush,  and  lays 
about  five  eggs  (perhaps  more),  creamy  white  with  red  and  inky- 
purple  spots,  chiefly  at  the  broad  end,  and  measuring  about  1*2 
by  -84. 

1399.  Amanromia  bicolor.    Elwes^s  Crale. 

Porzana  bicolor,  Walden,  A.M.  N.  H.  (4)  ix,  p.  47  (1872)  ;  Godw.- 
Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  174  ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  2&3 ;  id. 
Cat.  no.  911  bis;  id.  8r  Marsh.  Game  B.  ii,  j).  223,  pi. ;  Hume, 
8.  F.  xi,  p.  329 ;  JSharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  113. 

Porzana  elwesi^  Hume,  6\  F.  iii,  p.  283,  note  (1875). 
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Coloration.  Head,  neck,  and  lower  parts  dark  slaty  grey,  darker 
on  the  crown  and  nape,  paler  and  ashy  on  the  sides  of  the  head 
and  throat;  upper  parts  from  the  neck  rufous  hrown;  primaries 
and  secondaries  dark  hrown  ;  tail  black. 

Bill  glaucous  green,  with  a  slight  tinge  of  red  near  base  of 
mandibles  and  tipped  grey ;  i rides  crimson-red ;  orbits  red ;  legs 
pale  dullish  vermilion  (Oodmn-Auaten), 

Length  8*5 ;  tail  2 ;  wing  4*5  ;  tarsus  1*5  ;  bill  from  gape  1*1. 

Distribution,  Elwes  and  Mandelli  obtained  this  Bail  in  the  valleys 
of  Sikhim  at  from  4000  to  6000  feet,  and  Godwin-Austen  found 
it  on  the  Khasi  hills  at  a  similar  elevation.  Hume  saw  what  was 
probably  this  species  in  Manipur. 

HabitSy  ^c.  Grass  around  marshy  pools  and  swamps  and  irrigated 
rice-fields  are  the  places  where  this  Hail  has  b<^en  found.  It 
probably  descends  to  lower  levels  than  those  above  quoted  in 
summer.  An  egg^  presumably  of  this  species,  brought  to  Godwin- 
Austen,  measured  1'4  by  1  and  was  creamy  white,  spotted,  chietly 
towards  the  larger  end,  with  pale  grey  and  light  and  dark  sepia. 

1400.  AmauronuB  akool.    TJu  Brown  Crake, 

Rallus  akool,  Sykes,  P.  Z.  S.  1832,  p.  104. 

Porzana  akool,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  :^84  ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  pp.  722,  875  ; 
Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  898;  Butler,  S,  F.  iv,  p.  21;  v,  p.  224 ;  ix, 
p.  431 ;  Qodio.'Aust.  J.  A,  S,  B.  xlvii,  pt.  2,  p.  21  ;  Ball,  S,  F. 
vii,  p.  229 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  489 ;  id.  Cat,  no.  908  ;  Hume  ^  Marsh, 
Game  B,  ii.  d.  225,  pi.;  iii,  p.  435,  pi.  iii  (egg) ;  Davidson,  K  F. 
X,  p.  S'22 ;  Macgregor,  ibid.  p.  441 ;  Taylor,  ibid,  p.  460 ;  SwinhoeSf 
Barnes,  Ibis,  18vH5,  p.  135;  Barnes,  Ifirds  Bom.^.  369;  Humr, 
S.  F,  xi,  p.  328;  Oates  in  Hume's  N,  Hf  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  290; 
Barnes,  Jour,  Bom,  N.  H,  Soc.  vi,  p.  139,  pi.  at  p.  129  (eg^). 

Amauromis  akool,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxiii,  p.  155. 

Coloration.  Upper  parts  uniform  dark  olive;  quills  and  tail- 
feathers  dark  brown,  olive  on  the  exposed  portions  ;  sides  of  head, 
including  the  supercilia,  and  the  lower  parts  ashy  grey,  passing 
into  white  on  the  thniat  and  chin  and  into  brown  on  the  flanks 
and  lower  tail-coverts. 

Young  birds  appear  to  moult  into  the  adult  plumage  from  the 
downy  stage.  8ome  voung  birds  from  Saugor  in  the  Hume 
collection,  though  nearly  full-grown,  retain  some  black  down  on 
the  head  ;  one  of  these  is  figured  in  Hume  and  Marshall's  *  Game 
Birds.' 

Bill  greenish  ;  i ride's  red-brown ;  legs  and  feet  fleshy  brown  or 
livid  purple  (Jerdon), 

Length  of  males  11;  tail  2*5:  wing  5;  tarsus  2;  bill  from 
gape  1*5.     Females  are  rather  smaller. 

Distribution,  Kesident  throughout  Northern  India,  commonest 
along  the  base  of  the  Himalayas,  rare  in  Bengal  and  the  plains 
generally.  This  Bail  has  been  re^^orded  from  several  parts  of 
Central  India  and  the  Central  Provinces,  8.E.  Bengal,  Bajputana, 
the  Deccan,  and  Mysore,  but  not  from  the  Western  Punjab  or 
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Sind,  nor  from  the  Carnatic,  the  Malabar  coast,  or  Ceylon.  To 
the  eastward  it'  has  been  obtained  in  the  North  Khisi  hills, 
bat  not  elsewhere  in  Assam  or  Burma;  it  occurs,  however,  in 
China. 

Habits^  Sfc.  This  is  rather  a  Moorhen  than  a  Bail ;  it  is  less 
aqnatic  than  other  Indian  Crakes,  and  may  often  be  seen  running 
about  in  the  early  morning  searching  for  food — insects,  small 
snails  and  slugs,  worms  and  seeds — on  bare  ground  and  even  on 
rocks  near  water.  It  is  found  as  often  about  rivers  and  ponds  as 
about  marshes,  and  it  walks  and  swims  like  Oallinula,  It  breeds, 
according  to  Barnes,  twice  in  the  monsoon,  in  June  or  July  and 
again  in  August  and  September.  The  nest  of  coarse  grass 
resembles  that  of  a  Moorhen,  but  is  smaller.  The  eggs,  4  to  8 
in  number,  are  oval,  pinkish  white,  with  purplish  and  reddish- 
brown  spots  and  underlying  faint  purple  blotches.  They  measure 
about  1-49  by  11. 


1401.  Amaoromis  phoBnienrcu.     The  White-breasted  Water-hen, 

Gallinula  phceniciirus,  Pwiii.  2nd.  Zool.  p.  10,  pi.  ix  (1760) ;  Morgan^ 
Ibisy  1875,  p.  823 ;  Neroton,  S.  K  viii,  p.  415. 

Porzaoa  phcenicura,  Blyth^  Cat.  p.  284;  id.  Ibuy  1867,  p.  171; 
Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  251 ;  Bl^tk  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  161  ; 
Butler,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  187. 

GailiDula  phcenicura,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  720;  Godw.-Aust.  J.  A. 
S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  274  ;  AiOcen,  S.  F.  I  p.  424 ;  Hume,  S.  F, 
ii,  p.  .300 ;  id.  N.  ^'  E.  p.  599 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  21 ;  v,  p.  224 ; 
Hume  «Sf-  Dav.  S.  F.  \i,  p.  466 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  229. 

Erythra  phcenicura,  Beichenb.  XatUrl.  Si/tt.  Vogel,  p.  xxi  (1852) ; 
Gates,  S.  F.  v,  p.  165;  Anders.  Yunnan  Erped.,  Aves,  p,  691; 
Cripps,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  306 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  907  ;  Legge,  Birds  CeyL 
p.  786 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  87 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  431  ;  Beid,  S.  F 
X,  p.  73 ;  Davison,  ibid.  p.  415 ;  Macgregor,  ibid,  p.  441 ;  Parker, 
Ibis,  1883,  p.  195;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  j).  368;  Hum£,  S.  F.  xi, 
p.  328 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  8r  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  391. 

Erythrura  phcenicura,  Oaten,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  348. 

Avnauromia  phcenicura,  Salvad.  Ann.  Mtts.  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  iv,  p.  012 ; 
Barnes,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Sue.  i,  p.  60 ;  vi,  p.  138,  tig.  907  ;  Sharpe, 
Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  156. 

Amauromis  insularis  (eubsp.),  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  162. 

Dawak,  Dahak,  Dauk,  H. ;  Kinati,  Oudh  ;  Kurahi,  Sind ;  Kureyn, 
Gond ;  Boli-Kadi,  Tel. ;  Tannin-Koli,  Kanung-Koli,  Tam.  (Ceylon) : 
Kdiu-gwet,  Burm. 

Coloration.  Broad  forehead  and  sides  of  face,  including  the 
orbits  and  ear-coverts,  chin,  throat,  fore  neck,  and  breast  white ; 
upper  parts  generally  and  sides  of  body  dark  slaty  grey,  more  or 
less  washed  and  concealed  by  olive ;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts 
olive-brown ;  quills  blackish  brown ;  outer  margin  of  first  primary 
and  edge  of  wing  white ;  tail  dark  brown  ;  abdomen  buff  in  the 
middle ;  lower  flanks,  sides  of  rump,  vent,  and  lower  tail-coverts 
pale  dull  chestnut. 
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In  young  birda  the  forehead,  crown,  and  upper  parts  generally 
are  olive-brown,  and  the  white  of  the  face  and  underparts  obscured 
br  duaky  tips  to  the  feathers. 

Bill  green,  the  frontal  portion  red ;  irides  brown  to  red ;  legs 
and  fpet  yellow  to  yellowish  olive. 

Length  12-5  ;  tail  2-5 ;  wing  6-5 ;  tarsus  2-25 ;  bill  from  gh\K 
1'5.  Females  are  rather  snjoller  than  males,  and  skins  from 
Ceylon  appear  to  measure  less  than  those  from  Northern  India. 


Fig.  3G.— Head  of  A.  phiFvieurus.     ] . 

The  raoe  inhabiting  the  Andamans  and  Nicobars  forms  the  sub- 
species A.  intularu  of  Sbarpe.  It  hns  the  white  of  the  forehend 
extended  over  the  anterior  part  of  the  crown,  whilst  that  of  the 
breast  is  conGned  to  a  narrow  slrip  in  the  middle.  Undoubtedly 
the  insular  form  is  a  well-marked  race,  but  its  peculiarities  are 
sometimes  found  in  mainland  specimens. 

Dittrihution.  Almost  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  Oriental  region,  to  Celebes  and 
p'ormosa.  This  Water-hen  appears  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Himalayas  above  the  swampy  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and 
becomes  rare  in  North -western  Indiar. 

Hahiu,  j-c.  This  is  the  commonest  and  most  familiar  Indian 
bird  of  the  whole  family,  and  is  often  found  about  gardens  and 
villat^e  cultivation,  m  well  as  near  tanks  and  marshes.  It  fee<ls 
in  the  open,  and  when  difturb<Hl  runs  rapidly,  with  its  tail  raised, 
into  cover.  It  feeds  on  insects,  molluscs,  grain,  &i-.  It  is  au  ex- 
cessively noisy  bird ;  its  loud,  hoarse,  reiterated  call,  predominatin;; 
in  the  evening  and  morning  over  the  cries  of  the  other  waders  and 
the  ducks  in  the  village  tank,  must  be  familiar  to  moat  people  in 
India.  The  breed  inn-season  is  from  May  to  September,  varying 
with  the  locality.  The  nest,  sometimes  on  the  ground,  more  oft«>n 
on  reeds,  bamboos,  bushes,  or  trees  standing  in  nal«r,  is  the  usual 
pad  of  grass,  rushes,  and  leaves,  often  resting  on  twigs.  The  eggs, 
4  to  8  in  number,  measure  nbout  1*57  by  1-18,  and  are  buff  with 
spotH,  !<treaks,  and  blotches  of  brownish  red  and  pr.le  purplish 
grey. 


QILLINULA.  1|9 

Genus  GALLIVULA,  Brisson,  1760. 

Bill  moderate,  the  boaal  portion  of  the  culmen  beui  up  on  tim 
forehead  to  form  a  frontal  shield  that  ia  rounded  behind  ;  nostrils 
elongate.  Toea  fringed  with  a  membrane  and  extremely  long, 
the  mid-toe  without  clau'  ejiceeding  tlic  taraua  in  length.  In  the 
wing  the  2nd  quill  ia  longest,  or  the  2nd  and  3rd  equal;  the  1st 
u  equal  to  the  5th  or  6th. 

Of  this  genua,  which  is  found  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  world,  six  species  are  enumerated  in  Sliar|ie's  Catalogue,  but 


1402.  Gftllinnla  cUoropus.     The  MoorJuii. 

Fiilica  ehloTopus,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  2r)8  (1766). 

UalliDula  chloropua,  Bli/th,  Cat.  p.  280  ;  JerJon,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  718 ; 
Godm.-A'ul.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxsix,  pt.  2,  p.  274;  ilv,  pt.  2.  p.  84  ; 
Kamt,  S.  F.  i,  p.  350;  Adam,  ibid,  p,  393;  Stnticzka,  S.  F.  ii, 
p.  461 ;  Hunu  4-  OaUf,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  187 ;  Blyth  &  Watd.  Bird* 
Surtn.  p.  162;  Butler,  S.  F  iv,  p  20;  v,  p.  224;  ii,  p  431  ; 
I«glu,  S.  F.  V,  p  46;  Jfume  ^  Dai:  S.  F.  vi,  p.  466;  Andert. 
yrninan  Eiptd.,  Acei  p.  632;  Ball  S(  Hume.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  220; 
Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  781 ;  Hume,  C-it.  no.  90.5 ;  Itaig,  S.  F.  viii, 
p.  371  :  Vidat,  S.  F.  \\,  p.  87 ;  Parker,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  48:1 ;  Biddulph, 
IbU,  1881,  p.  98;  Scully,  3>id.  p.  590;  Sfid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  73; 
J>aBi»on,  ibid.  p.  4i6 ;  Maegregor.  ibid.  p.  441;  Oatet,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  347  ;  Barnei.  Birds  Bom.  p.  868  :  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  S..c.  i, 
p.  62;  vi,  p.  138;  P.irtfr,  Ibis,  1886,  p.  Iti7  ;  Humt,  S.  F.  li, 
p.  328;  OaUM  m  Burnet  N.  ^  E.  2Qd  ed.  iii,  p.  380;  Skanie, 
Yarkartd  Mitt.,  Avet,  p.  146  ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p,  169. 

Oallinula  psrvifraDs,  Bt^tA,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xti,  p.  180  (1843). 

Gallinula  buruesii,  Bltith,  J.  A.  S.  B.  ixiii,  p.  737  ;  Jerdon,  B.  I. 
iii,  p.  719 ;  Blylk,  Ait,  1867,  p.  171 ;  Humt,  N.  ^  E.  p.  699 ;  id. 
Cat.  no.  006. 
Jal-MHrghi,  H.  ;  DakaA-paira,  Beng-. ;  Juiiibu-Kvdi,  Boli-Kodi,  Tel. 


Fig.  37.— Head  of  G.  Morop 


Coloration.  Head  and  neck  blackish  grey,  passing  into  dark 
slatj  grey  on  the  breast  and  flanks,  the  latter  with  a  few  broad 
white  stripes;  back  and  scapulars  brou-niah  olive;  rump  and 
tertiaries  browner ;  wing-coverta  more  olive ;  quills  and  primary- 
corerta  blackish   brown;  edge  of  wing  and  generally  the  outer 
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border  of  the  first  primary  white;  outer  tail-feathers  black: 
middle  of  abdomen,  with  rare  exceptions,  partly  white ;  under  tail- 
coverts  white,  except  a  tuft  of  shorter  coverts  in  the  middle,  which 
is  black. 

Young  birds  have  the  head,  neck,  and  lower  parts  brownish 
grey ;  the  latter  much  mixed  with  white. 

Frontal  shield  and  basal  half  or  two-thirds  of  bill  red,  remainder 
of  bill  greenish  yellow  ;  irides  red  ;  tibia  and  front  of  tarsus  greenish 
yellow,  hind  part  of  tarsus  and  all  toes  slaty  green  ;  an  orange  ring 
round  the  tibia  just  below  the  feathered  portion  (Oatrg), 

Length  12*5  ;  toil  2-75  ;  wing  6*5 ;  tarsus  1*9  ;  bill  from  gape  1*1. 
Females  run  smaller.    Indian  birds  are  smaller  than  European. 

Distribution,  The  greater  part  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa, 
including  the  whole  of  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma.  This  species 
is  in  India  a  resident  or  a  partial  migrant,  leaving  particular  tracts 
in  the  season  when  swamps  and  streams  are  dry.  In  Gilgit  the 
Moorhen  is  only  found  when  passing  in  the  spring  and  autumn. 

HahitB^  ^'c.  In  India  the  Moorhen  is  more  commonly  found 
about  reedy  tanks  and  marshes,  especially  those  much  covered 
with  floating  vegetation,  than  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  though  it 
also  resorts  to  the  latter  at  times.  It  swims  well  with  a  jerky 
movement,  and  it  runs  when  on  land  with  the  tail  erect  and  the 
white  under  tail-coveita  conspicuous.  Like  other  Bails,  it  feeds 
on  various  kinds  of  vegetable  food  and  on  insects.  The  breeding- 
season  in  India  varies  somewhat,  but  is  generally  in  July,  Augiist, 
an<i  September  in  the  plains.  In  the  hills  this  bird  is  believed  to 
breed  twice :  in  May  and  again  about  July.  The  nest  is  a  bulky 
platform  of  straw,  flags,  or  rushes,  in  the  water  or  close  to  it, 
sometiuies  in  a  bush,  and  the  eggs,  5  to  9  in  number,  are  pale 
stone-colour,  spotted  and  speckled  with  red,  reddish  brown,  and 
purple,  and  measuring  about  l't)2  by  1*21. 


Genus  OALLICREX,  Blytb,  1849. 

Bill  stout,  of  moderate  length,  about  as  long  as  the  long  hind- 
toe  without  the  claw ;  frontal  shield  pointed  behind,  much  larger 
in  males  than  in  females,  and  in  the  breeding- season  terminating 
on  the  vertex  in  a  fleshy  horn-like  peak.  All  toes  long,  the  middle 
toe«  without  claw,  longer  than  the  tarsus.  The  2nd,  Srd,  and  4th 
quills  Bubequal,  the  3rd  generally  slightly  the  longest,  1st  between 
the  6th  and  8th  in  length.  Sexes  dissimilar,  males  larger  than 
females. 

A  single  species. 

1403.  Gallicrex  cinerea.    The  Kora  or  Water-Cock. 

Fulica  cinerea,  Gm.  Si/st,  ^^at.  i,  p.  702  (1788). 

(Ullinula  crisUta,  Lath,  Ind.  Om.  ii,  p.  773  (1790). 

Rallus  rufescens,  Jerdon^  Mad.  Jour,  Z.  S.  zii,  p.  206  (1840). 


SigU,  ait,  1867,  p.  171  i  GodK.-Autt.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli, 
p.  I4i;  Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  3»7  ;  Blj/th  *  Wald.  B!rd>  Itarm. 
p.  Ifll ;  BUmfurd,  S.  F.  y,  p.  247 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  lo7  ; 
Simton,  Ibi*,  18:12,  p.  W;  tiltUdak,  Jour.  Bmh.  N.  H.  SvC.  v, 
p.  416;  LttUr,  op.  cU.  li,  p.  321. 
Oitlicrei  cineren,  Walde»,  I6i*,  187.1.  p.  317  ;  Humn,  N.  ^  £.  p.  690 ; 
aume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  303 ;  Criw,  ibid.  p.  6  tl ;  Hume  ^  Oatei,  S.  F. 
m,  p.  187;  Oalit,  S.  F.  j,  p.  165;  Wardi.  Sanu.  IhU  1877, 
p.  471 ;  Uitme  ^  Dm.  8.  F.  vi,  p.  466 ;  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  22il ; 
Cm.;*.,  aid.  p.  305;  JTamf,  Cat.  do.  B04;  Ltgge,  Birdi  C-i/l. 
p.  (91 ;  Bam«;  &  F.  X,  p.  167 ;  id.  Birdt  Boa.  p.  337  ;  id.  Jaur. 
Bom.  y.  H.  Soe.  yi,  p.  137,  fi(f.  904  (eit)  ;  Oatfs.  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  349;  id.  M  Hum^'i  N.  ^  E.  2od  ed.  lii,  p.  .S87;  Hume  * 
Cripp*,  S.  F.  li,  p.  3i7  ;  Skarpa,  Cat.  B.  M.  iiiii,  p.  183. 
^ra,  Knmgra,  H.  4c. ;  Killah,  Cins-  in  North  C*vlon ;  JF<7/.'- 
\tkaU  in  South  j   Tanau^Auft,  Turn.  (Cajlon)  ;  Baun-dote,  Burm. 


Fig.  39.— Bend  ot  C.  ch;«ihi.     {. 

CoZoratHt.  Male»  in  Bummer  plumage  have  the  lieiid,  neclc, 
%,ni  lower  parU  black,  more  or  less  tinged  with  grer,  and 
generally  with  aome  white  mixed  on  the  abdomen  ;  back,  rutnp, 
Mapulars,  and  upper  surface  of  wings  Uackish  brown  with  ashy- 
grey  borders  to  the  back-feathers,  scapulars,  and  some  of  the 
coverts,  and  light  browa  borders  elsewhere;  quills  and  tail- 
feathers  blnckish  brown  ;  white  on  the  edge  of  the  wing  and  on 
the  outer  web  of  the  1st  primary;  under  tail-coverts  biiffy  white 
with  dark  brown  bars.  In  autumn  the  male  moults  into  the 
female  garb,  which  it  wears  in  winter,  the  breeding- plinnnge  being 
re&ssiimed  in  spring,  by  change  of  colour  in  the  featliers  aii-ordiug 
to  Blyth. 

Females  are  dark  brown  above,  with  pale  brown  edges  to  the 
feathers  except  on  the  crown;  sides  of  head  and  neck  tighter 
brown  ;  lower  parts  light  brown  to  pale  bufi,  with  rather  wavy 
dark  brown  cross-bars ;  the  chin,  throat,  and  middle  of  the 
■bdomen  generally  unbarred  ;  wing-  and  tail-feathers  as  in  Diale. 

Toung  birds  resemble  the  female,  but  the  bars  on  the  loHer 
plamage  are  often  indistinct  and  sometimes  wanting. 

TOL.  IV.  K 
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In  males  tbe  bill  and  shield  are  red,  anterior  portion  of  bill 
duller ;  irides  red ;  eyelids  plumbeous ;  legs  and  toes  red  (Gates). 
In  females  tbe  bill  is  yellowisb  horny ;  irides  yellowish  brown ; 
legs  and  feet  dusky  green. 

Length  of  male  17  ;  tail  3 ;  wing  8*5  ;  tarsus  3 ;  bill  from  gape 
1*7.    Length  of  female  14 ;  tail  2-6  ;  wing  7 ;  tarsus  2-6. 

Distribution.  Common  in  the  damp  warm  swampy  plains  of 
India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  especially  in  Bengttl,  Cacbar,  Assam, 
and  Pegu,  also  in  the  Andamans,  parts  of  Ceylon  and  of  the 
Malabar  coast ;  rare  in  drier  tracts,  though  specimens  have  been 
obtained  in  Sind,  Cutch,  Guzerat,  and  E^jputana;  wanting  in 
general  in  hilly  regions.  Outside  of  Indian  limits  this  bird 
is  found  throughout  the  Malay  countries  to  China,  Japan,  the 
Philippines,  and  Java. 

H obits y  ^c  The  Water-cock  hides  in  the  thick  vegetation  of 
swamps,  in  grass  or  rice  cultivation,  and  in  brushwood,  and  is 
more  often  heard  than  seen,  being  crepuscular  or  nocturnal  in 
habits.  It  has  a  loud  booming  cry,  uttered  especially  during  the 
breeding-season.  It  is  often  kept  tame  in  Dacca,  Sylhet,  and 
Assam  ;  tame  males,  according  to  Mr.  Cripps,  being  employed  to 
capture  w  ild  birds  of  the  Fame  sex.  The  Water-cock  is  said  by  all 
to  be  excellent  eating  ;  its  food  is  mainly  vegetable.  The  breeding- 
season  is  in  July  and  August,  the  nest  being  a  ma^s,  varying  in 
size,  of  rushes,  grass,  <&c.,  amongst  reeds  or  on  floating  leaves 
of  lotus  and  singhara  (Trojoa),  and  the  eggs  are  stone-( oloured 
with  spots  of  brownish  red  and  pale  purple,  and  measure  about  1*7 
by  1-27. 

Genus  POBPHTBIO,  Brisson,  1760. 

The  Blue  Moorhens  are  distinguished  at  once  by  coloration  and 
by  the  thick,  compressed,  rather  short  and  high  bill,  small  rounded 
nostril  not  placed  in  a  groove,  and  broad  frontal  shield  covering 
all  the  anterior  portion  of  the  crown  and  squarely  truncated 
behind.  The  wing  is  rounded,  the  first  quill  about  equal  to  the 
6th  or  7th ;  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  subequal.  Tarsus  and  toes  very 
long.     Sexes  alike. 

About  13  species  are  known  from  Africa,  Madagascar,  the 
Mediteranean  region,  Southern  Asia,  the  Malay  Archipelago, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the  Pacific  islands.  One  species  is 
Indian. 


1404.  Porphyrio  poliocephalns.     The  Purph  Moorhen. 
Gallinula  poliocephala.  Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  Suppl.  p.  Ixviii  (1801). 


Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  20  ;  ix,  p.  431 ;  Oates,  S.  F.  v,  p.  165  ;  Hume 
(S-  J)av.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  404  ;  Fliioty  S.  F.  vii,  p.  22 ;  BourdilloH,  ibid. 
p.  aO ;  Ball,  ibid,  p.  229 ;  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  305 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  902 ; 
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Doig,  S.  F.  viii,  p.   371  ;  Leggr,  Sirdt   Ctyl.  p.  7fl6 ;  Bingham, 
H.  K  U,  p.  197 ;  Parka;  iWrf.  p.  483  ;  uf.  Ibis,  18.i3,  p.  19-i ;  Iftifi, 
p.  187;  Barnei,  8.  F.  ii,  p.  459;  Rod,  S.  F.  i,  p.  72;  Daiidaon, 
ibid.  p.  3J2;  McGia/tir,  ibid.  p.  Ml;  Simton,  Ihii,  1^2,  p.  94; 
Oatei,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  361;  Sioinh.  j-  Barwt,  Ibir,   188.*>,  p.  ISi) ; 
JVaniM,  firtb  £o>n.  p.   365;  u/.  Jour.  £om.  A'.  JI.  Soc  i,  p.  69; 
vi,  p.  136,  fig.  902  (egg);   Ifi/me,  &   ?'.  xi,  p.  3^6;    St.  Jukit, 
Ibis,  1889,  p.   177  ;  0ate4  in  Hmntt  N.  %  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  3d4  ; 
Skarpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  ixiii,  p.  197. 
Porphjrio  a«glectus,  ScMn-jtl,  Mas.  Pai/i-Bai,  v,  JtnlU,  p.  .W  (1  SB-j)  ; 
Hume,  y.  ^  B.  p.  691;  id.  S.  F.  \,  pp.  125,  136,  249;  Hhim  * 
Oates,  &  F.  iii,  p.  185. 
Kaim,   KaUm,   Kkarim,   Khima,   H. ;   Nila   boU-koH.   Te). ;   JT.iKa.'n, 
Cisg. ;  Indura-kukuia,  do.  (S.  I'toy'iDct)  i  Saimary,  T&ui.,Cey\im, 


Fig.  yli.-Hehdca  P.  polioapkai>is  [tram  tbaie).     \. 

Cohraiion.  Head  pale  browDish  grey,  tinned  with  cobalt  on 
cheeks  and  throat,  and  passing  on  the  nape  into  t]ie  deep  purplisli 
lilac  of  the  hind  neck,  back,  rump,  and  upper  t^il-covt-rts  ;  u-jngs 
outside,  flcapulare,  and  breast  light  i;reeniah  blue;  abdomen  and 
flanks  like  the  back;  wing-  and  tail-l'eathen  biatk,  blue  on  the 
exposed  portions;  under  tail -coverts  white.  No  immature  pluma<;e; 
nestlings  on  leaving  the  egi;  nre  clad  in  black  down  like  other  Rail-< 
and  Water-hens.  The  grey  of  the  head  is  due,  partly  at  all  events, 
to  the  wearing  away  of  the  feathers. 

Bill  and  casque  deep  red,  tiaged  brown  in  places  ;  irides  deep 
red  ;  legs  and  feet  pale  nid.  brown  at  joints  {Dauigoa). 

Length  17;  tail  375;  wing  10;  larsua  3-2;  bill  from  gape 
1'5.     females  are  rather  smnlli^r. 

DUtr^ulion.  Throughout  the  plains  of  India.  Ceylon,  and 
Burma,  in  suitable  localities.  This  bird  is  i-eplai-ed  in  tlie  Malay 
Peninsula  and  to  the  eastward  by  different  species,  but  ranges 
throughout  South-western  Asia  to  the  Caspian. 

UabiU,  4fC.  The  Purple  Moorhen  or,  as  .terdou  calls  it,  the 
Purple  Coot  (but  it  is  far  more  like  a  Moorhen  than  a  Coot), 
is  found  on  large  pieces  oE  water — tanks,  marshes,  or  rivers — 
portions  oi  which  are  thickly  covered  by  high  reeds  or  bushes ; 
amongst  these  the  bird  makes  its  way,  clinging  to  the  reeils  and 
twigs  with  it«  huge  feet  like  a  gigantic  6 rai;s -Warbler.  It  has, 
iccording  to  Jerdoo,  a  fowl-like  call,  and  it  certainly  is  given  to 
cackling.    Its  food  is  mainly  vegetable,  and  it  commits  greai  havoc 
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in  rice-fields  by  cutting  down  the  growing  rice.  This  Moorhen 
breeds  from  July  to  September,  makes  a  large  rush  nest,  some- 
times floating  on  water,  sometimes  in  reeds,  and  lays  6  to  8  or  even 
10  eggs,  pale  pinkish  in  colour  with  numerous  red  and  pale 
purplish-grey  spots  and  measuring  about  1*93  by  1*39, 


Oenus  FULICA,  Linn.,  1766. 

The  Coots,  which  constitute  this  genus,  are  distinguished  by 
having  their  long  toes  fringed  by  a  broad  membrane  divided  into 
convex  lobes  corresponding  to  the  phalanges,  and  by  the  tarsus, 
which  is  considerably  shorter  than  the  mid-toe  without  claw, 
bearing  a  membranous  fringe  behind.  The  bill  is  of  moderate 
length,  compressed,  and  rather  deep,  terminating  on  the  forehead 
in  a  frontal  disk  of  varying  form.  The  plumage  of  all  species  is 
dark  grey  or  blackish.     Sexes  alike. 

This  genus  is  nearly  cosmopolitan  and  includes  about  12  species, 
of  which  one  is  Indian. 


1405.  Folica  atra.    The  Coot. 

FulicR  atra,  Linn.  Syift  Nat  i,  p.  267  (1766) ;  Bfyth,  Cat  p.  286 
Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  715;  Stnhrzka^  J,  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  2.'>4 
Hume  Sf  Hende-s.  Lfh.  to  Turk.  p.  293;  Hume^  S.  F.  i,  p.  240 
Adam,  ibid.  p.  397  ;  Butler^  S.  F.  iv,  p.  20 ;  v,  p.  238 ;  ix,  p.  431 
Jfttme  4-  I)av.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  465;  Ball,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  229  ;  Httme 
Cat,  no.  903 ;  Sru'h,  S.  F.  vi  i,  p.  358 :  Vidal.  S,  F  ix,  p.  S^\ 
Biddttlph,  Ibis,  1H81,  p.  97;  ScJltf,  ibid,  p.  590;  Sirinhoe,  Ibis 
1882,  p.  122 ;  Beid,  S  F  x,  p.  72 ;  Datndson,  ifdd.  p.  3i2  ;  TViy/or, 
ibid.  p.  466 ;  Oaten,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  352:  Bamei,  Birds  Bom,  p.  .SOB 
id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  136 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  827 
Oates  in  Hume's  N.  *  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  .886 ;  Mar/wr,  York.  Miss., 
Aves,  p.  145 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  210. 

Dasari,  Dasamiy  Ari,  Khuakuly  Thekari,  H. ;  Barra  Godan  (Puraeah) ; 
Boli^kodi,  Tel. 

Coloration,  Head,  npck,  and  lower  tail-coverts  black;  upper 
plumagH  from  neck  blackish  grey  with  a  steel-blue  tinge ;  lower 
plumage  paler  and  more  ashy ;  edge  of  wing  and  outer  web  of  first 
primary  white  or  whitish. 

Youno;  birds  are  brown  with  the  lower  plumage  partly  white 
and  with  white  tips  to  the  secondary  quills. 

Bill  and  shield  bluish  white ;  irides  red  ;  legs  and  toes  liver- 
brown,  tinged  with  green  on  the  tarsus ;  in  summer  there  is  a  ring 
of  yellow-green  and  red  round  the  tibia  ( OaUs). 

jiength  16  ;  tail  2*25  ;  wing  8*5  ;  tarsus  2*25 ;  bill  from  gape  1*4. 

Distribution.  The  greater  part  of  Europe  and  Asia,  with  Japan, 
the  Philippines,  and  the  Ma^ay  Archipelago  as  far  as  Java.  The 
Coot  has  not  been  ohservini  in  Ceylon,  but  it  is  found  in  almost 
all  parts  of  India  aud  Burma  where  there  are  large  pieces  of  water 
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much  covered  with  vegetation.  It  is  a  resident  and  breeds  in 
many  parts  of  India,  but  in  some  localities  it  is  merely  a  cold- 
season  visitor. 

Habits^  6fc.  The  Coot  resembles  a  Duck  rather  than  a  Eail  in 
many  of  its  habits,  it  swims  and  dives  well,  and  although  it  rises 
with  difficulty  from  the  water,  flapping  along  Ihe  surface  with 
wings  and  feet  for  many  yards,  it  flies  strongly  and  well,  when 
once  on  the  wing ;  but  though  often  occurring  in  great  numbers,  it 
never  kc^ps  in  flocks  as  Ducks  do.  It  is  a  noisy  bird,  especially 
in  the  breeding- season.  Its  food  consists  of  wnter-plauts,  insects, 
mollusca,  &c.  The  breeding-season  in  the  Himalayas  and  Kashmir 
is  May  and  June,  in  the  plains  of  Northern  India  July  and 
August.  The  nest  is  a  huge  mass  of  green  rushes  and  weed, 
soDietimes  in  shallow  water,  sometimes  floating,  amongst  reeds ; 
the  eggs,  7  to  10  or  even  12  in  number,  are  grey  or  pale  brown, 
minutely  speckled  with  black,  with  a  few  larger  purplish-black 
spots,  and  measure  about  1*98  by  1*4. 


Family  HELIORNITHID.E. 

This  is  a  very  small  family,  consisting  of  3  genera,  each  con- 
taining one  or  two  species  only,  and  inhabiting  the  tropical  parts 
of  America,  Africa,  and  South-eastern  Asia,  one  genus  in  eai-h. 
All  are  externally  much  like  Eails;  and  the  lobed  menibrane  on 
each  side  of  the  toes,  on  account  of  which  the  name  of  Finfoot 
was  applied  by  Latham  to  the  only  form  with  which  he  was 
acquainted,  is  very  similar  to  that  found  in  the  Coots. 

In  the  Finfeet  the  sternum  is  more  massive  than  in  the  Rails, 
and  is  broader  behind,  with  a  shallow  notch  on  each  side.  There 
is  no  aftershaft,  but  the  wing  is  quincubital,  the  5th  secondary 
being  present  (Seebohm  says  that  it  is  wanting  in  JJeliomis,  but 
present  in  Podica).  There  are  no  bare  tracts  on  the  neck.  Kec- 
trices  18.  The  deep  flexor  tendons  are  somewhat  peculiar;  the 
flexor  langus  hallucis  gives  off  a  slip  to  supply  the  hallux,  and  is 
then  divided  into  three,  each  part  uniting  with  a  similar  branch  of 
the  tritid  fl.  perforan*  diyiiorum  in  order  to  supply  one  of  the 
other  three  digits.  It  is  manifest  that  this  is  merely  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  ordinary  Galline  arrangement  *. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  food,  which  probably  is  similar  to 
that  of  Hails.  The  eggs  have  not  been  described,  but  the  young 
of  HeUamis  are  said  to  be  two  in  number  and  to  be  hatched  naked 
and  helpless. 


*  The  anatomy  of  Podica  is  described  by  Beddard  (P.  Z.  S.  1890,  p.  425), 
•od  that  of  HeliomiM  by  the  asaiae  author  (Ibia,  1893,  p.  30). 
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Gi<nus  EELIOFAIS,  Shaqw,  18D3. 

Bill  from  gape  longer  tlian  tarsus,  etout ;  ciilmen  eonciderahlY 
curved;  no  frontal  nhield  ;  nostril  elongale,  pervious,  placed  iii^r 
till-  middle  of  the  upper  mandible  ;  tareua  Hhorl4:'r  than  middle  loc 
u'ltlioiit  ctair  ;  fops  broadly  fringed  with  skin,  Mhich  is  lobed  as  in 
Cont.4.  Wing  rounded,  2nd  quill  or  2nd  and  3rd  longest,  1st 
between  5lL  and  'Ith.  Tail  of  18  feathers,  about  half  as  long  an 
wing,  slightly  rounded,  rectricee  brood  and  stiff,  f^eies  slightly 
different, 

A  single  speri*^!*.  This  bird  hai  until  recentlv  been  placed  in 
the  fame  genus  a*  the  African  Podira  ;  but  Dr,  Sharpe  has  Khown 
that  the  Asiatic  bird  is  really  quite  as  nearly  reloted  to  the 
Americaa  Nelioriiis,  and  has  rightly,  I  think,  plaoed  it  la  a  distinct 
genus. 

1406.  HeliopdB  penonata.     The  Afntld  Fia/ool. 

Pndicn  pvrRonntn,  Grai/.  I'.  Z.  S.  1848,  p.  00,  Am.  pi.  4 ;  Bl»ith, 
J.A.S.  B.  xxviii,  p.415;  Tk-Mt.iUd.^.ir^:  Bhjfk,  Ibit,  \m-2, 
p.  Ill ;  lilaaf.  J.  A.  S.  B.  iixviji,  pt.  2,  p.  1»1  ;  lUnu  8,-  Oafri. 
S.  F.  iii,  p.  IB.-. ;  Jl'yth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  Itl2 ;  Hwne  *  Dav.  S.  K 
vi,  p.  ir-r, :  <S<jilu).-Au*t.  J.  A.  S.  Ji.  ilvii,  pt.  i,  p.  21 ;  Humr, 
t'af.  nn.  IKi3  bis :  Oatm.  B.  B.Vi.'p.  :«A;  JIume,  S.  F.  x\,p.S-J7. 

Ilf  liopniii  pprwrnsta,  Sharpf,  Ball,  B.  O.  Cluh,  vol.  i,  p.  xxxvii  (1803)  ; 
ill.  Ibit,  l8IJil,  p.  4:tfl;  id.  Vat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  23i'. 


Fig,  *li.~llHiAtit  H.pfrmmala. 


Cotoralion.  ^Mf.  Forehead  and  anterior  part  of  prown  willi  a 
sireak  runnint;  back  on  each  sid>i  of  the  occiput,  sides  of  head  to 
back  of  eve,  cliin,  throat,  and  fore  neck,  ending  in  a  point  behind, 
velvet-black,  all  the  black  area  below  the  superciliary  sireaks 
nnrrowly  bordered  with  white:  occiput  and  hind  neck  bluish  grey; 
f<ide.i  of  neck  niid  lower  fore  neck  light  brownidi  olive;  upper 
part*,  wings,  nnd  tail  rufescent  brown  washed  u  ith  olive,  except 
on  the  larger  coverts;  quills  and  reclrices,  rump  and  upper  1»il- 
covens  slightly  paler:  breast  and  abdomen  white,  passing  into 
tight  brown  on  rhe  sides  of  the  body;  flanks,  vent,  and  lower 
tail-«avertB  more  or  less  barred  brown  and  white. 
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In  females  tbe  chin,  throat,  and  fore  neck  are  white  with  a 
bkck  border,  broadest  on  tbe  cbeeka  and  edged  outside  with 
vhite  as  in  the  male ;  the  frontal  black  band  is  rather  narrower ; 
otherwise  the  plumage  resembles  that  of  tbe  male  sex.  Young 
birds  are  like  females. 

Bill  chrome -yellow  in  males,  dull  yellow  in  females ;  irides  dark 
brown  in  males,  yellow  in  females ;  legs  and  feet  pale  green, 
edges  of  the  webs  bright  yellow  in  males,  faintly  tinged  with 
jellow  in  females  {Davison), 

Length  of  male  22 ;  tail  5  ;  wing  10 ;  tarsus  2 ;  bill  from 
gape  2-4.    Length  of  female  20-5;  tail  4-5;  wing  9-25;  tarsus  1-75. 

Distribution.  From  Assam  and  Cachar  throughout  Burma  to 
Malacca  and  Sumatra,  in  suitable  localities,  but  very  rare. 

HahiiSy  ^'c.  This  very  curious  bird  has  been  found  on  the  sea- 
coast,  in  swamps,  and  on  rivers  and  mountain  streams.  I  believe 
I  OQce  killed  one  on  the  Irrawaddy  above  Prome,  but  I  did  not 
know  the  bird  and  did  not  preserve  it.  According  to  Davison 
it  swims  deep  in  the  water,  with  only  the  head  and  neck  above 
the  surface ;  it  runs  quickly,  holding  its  body  in  a  peculiar  way, 
at  an  angle  to  the  ground  of  about  45°.  It  is  shy,  and  when 
disturbed  takes  refuge  in  cover  or  flies  up,  slowly  at  first,  but 
strongly  when  fairly  on  the  wing.  The  food  consists  of  mollusca 
and  insects,  probably  of  vegetable  substances  also;  the  flesh  is 
said  by  Davison  to  be  delicious.     Nidificatiou  unknown. 


Sthizognathoua  and  sfhiiorhinal  birds  wiili  17  to  20  cervical 
vertebre  and,  as  a  r>i!e,  uithout  noUfaee  on  the  poaierior  border 
of  tlie  steniiim.  Dil-glmid  tufted.  Cwca  present.  Deep  flexors 
(tnlliiie.  Atubiens  present,  aUo  the  eieuiitendiiioaua  and  acceesory 
aeniiteudinosus  ;  thefenioro-cauilalaod  Hs  aoceEEory  are  wanting  in 
one  genuc,  Biiletirica,  present  in  others.  The  joung  are  hatched 
dad  in  doun,  and  run  at  once. 

Aramiilas  wid 
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Family  GRUlDiE. 

The  true  Cranes  are  birds  of  large  size  with  long  necks  and  legs, 
19  or  20  cervical  vertebrae,  the  bill  as  long  as  the  head  or  longer, 
and  a  depression  which  extends  on  each  side  half  or  more  than  half 
the  length  of  the  upper  mandible,  and  contains  the  nostril  shut  in  by 
a  large  membrane  on  the  posterior  side.  Tail-feathers  1 2,  primaries 
11.  Aftershaft  present,  but  small ;  no  fifth  secondary ;  the  lateral 
bare  tracts  extend  some  distance  up  the  neck.  Trachea  passing 
into  a  hollow  space  between  the  bony  walls  of  the  sternal  keel,  and 
more  or  less  convoluted  ;  furcula  anchylosed  to  keel  of  sternum. 

Cranes  are  generally  grey  or  white  in  colour.  They  are  in  the 
main  vegetable  feeders,  though  they  occasionally  eat  insects, 
reptiles,  or  fish.  All  have  a  loud  trumpet-like  call,  the  production 
of  which  is  probably  connected  with  the  tracheal  convolutions.  The 
majority  are  migratory  and  gregarious.  They  breed  on  the  ground, 
usually  in  marshy  places,  and  lay  two  eggs,  as  a  rule,  in  a  rough 
nest  of  grass  and  rushes.  They  generally  appear  to  pair  for  life,  and 
indulge  in  most  extraordinary  dances  during  the  nuptial  season. 

The  Crapes  have  been  divided  into  a  large  number  of  genera, 
some  of  which,  distinguished  solely  by  differences  in  the  extent  to 
which  the  head  is  feathered,  are  not  here  adopted. 

Key  to  the  Genera, 

a.  Crown  naked  or  scantily  clad  with  black 

hairs;  feathers  of  fore  neck  not  lengthened.     Grus,  p.  18o. 

b.  Head  feathered  throughout,  feathers  of  fore 

neck  lengthened Anthbopoides,  p.  100. 

Genus  GSVS,  Pallas,  1766. 

Head  partly  or  wholly  bare  of  feathers.  Wings  long,  ample, 
3rd  quill  usually  longest ;  tertiary  quills  lengthened,  exceeding  iha 
primaries  considerably ;  tail  short ;  tibia  naked  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  its  length.  Toes  short,  stout;  clft\*8  short,  rather 
obtuse.     Sexes  alike  in  plumage. 

Cranes  are  widely  distributed.  Four  species  are  Indian  or 
Burmese. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Plumage  grey. 

a\  Crown  naked  in  adults ;  sides  of  head  and 

upper  neck  feathered ;  tarsus  less  than  10.     G,  communis,  p.  186. 
h'.  AVnole    head   and    upper  neck  without 

-    feathers;  tarsus  over  ll. 

a",  A  white  collar G,  antigone,  p.  188. 

b".  No  white  collar    G.  sbat-pii,  p.  189. 

b.  Plumage  white G.  leucnyeranus,  p.  187« 
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1407.  Gnu  COmmimis.     Tfie  Common  Crane. 

Ardea  grua,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat  i,  p.  234  (1766). 

Grus  comnjunis;  Bechst,  Naturg.  Dtnitschl,  lii,  p.  60  (1793) ;  Hume,' 

Cat  no.  865 ;  Hume  cjr  Marsh.  Game  B,  iii,  p.  21,  pi. ;  Butler ^  S.  F, 

iv,  p.  16 ;  ix,  p.  427 ;  Beiil,  S.  F.  x,  p.  68 ;  BameSy  Birds  Bom.  p.  341. 
Grua  cinerea,  Meyer  ^  Wolf,  Taschenb.  ii,  p.  350  (1810) ;  Blyth, 

Cat  p.  274 ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  064 ;  Bhyth,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  81 ; 

Hnme,  8.  F.  i,  p.  235  ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  395  ;  Butler,  S  F.  iv,  p.  15 ; 

Fairbank,  ibid.  p.  263 ;  Ball,  8.  F.  vii,  p.  227 ;  &w//y,  8.  F.  viii. 

p.  352 ;  8im8on,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  93. 
Grus  grua  et  G.  lilfordi,  Sharpe,  Cat  B.  M.  xxii,  pp.  2o0,  2^2  (1894). 

Kurunchf  Kurchf  KuUing,  H. ;  KOnj,  Sind ;  Xallam,  Deccan ;  Kuiangi^ 

Coloration.  Crown  and  lores  nearly  naked,  wltb  scattered  black 
hnirs ;  on  the  nnpe  a  blacki^b-Hlaty  triang:ii1ar  patcb,  the  point 
behind ;  a  white  band  down  each  side  of  the  head  from  the  eye, 
joining  behind  the  nape  and  covering  the  hind  neck  ;  cheek,  chin, 
throat,  fore  neck,  and  sides  of  neck  dark  slaty  like  the  nape ;  rest 
of  plumage  above  and  below  ashy  grey,  paler  or  darker,  except  the 
winglet,  the  primaries,  the  greater  primary-coverts  away  from 
their  bases,  and  the  tips  of  the  secondaries  and  tertiaries,  which 
are  black ;  ends  of  the  tail-feathers  blackiffh. 

Young  birds  are  brownish  owing  to  the  grey  feathers  having 
isabelline  edges,  and  the  head  is  feathered  throughout.  The 
nestlings  are  covered  with  down  of  a  yellowish-buff  colour.  In 
old  birds  the  webs  of  the  elongate  tertiary  quills  are  free,  and  the 
tertiaries  form  a  loose-textured  plume. 

Skin  of  crown  blackish,  with  a  broad  band  of  dingy  red  across 
the  occiput;  bill  dingy  horny  green,  yellowish  towards  the  tip; 
i rides  orange-red  to  reddish  brown ;  legs  and  feet  black,  soles 
brown  to  fleshy. 

Length  about  45;  tail  8;  wing  22  to  end  of  primaries;  tarsus  9*5; 
bill  from  gape  4'6. 

Distribution.  A  migratory  bird,  breeding  in  Northern  Europe 
and  Northern  Asia,  and  wintering  in  Southern  Europe,  Northern 
Africa,  South-western  Asia,  Northern  India,  and  China.  In  India 
this  Crane  is  found  as  far  south  as  the  Mahdnadi  of  Orissa  to  the 
eastward,  and  throughout  the  Bombay  Deccan,  and  it  is  said  to 
occur  in  Travancore  (this  requires  confirmation) ;  but  it  is  unknown 
generally  in  Southern  India  and  throughout  Ceylon,  As^tam,  and 
Burma,  and  is  more  common  in  Northern  than  in  Central  India. 

Dr.  K.  B.  Sharpe  in  his  Catalogue  distinguished  the  Eastern 
Crane  as  G.  lilfordi  on  account  of  its  paler  coloration.  Mr.  Blyth 
long  ago  pointed  out  some  distinctions  in  the  colour  of  the  naked 
crown.  But  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  any  differences  are 
constant,  and  I  learn  from  Dr.  Sharpe  that  he  no  longer  looks 
upon  the  Eastern  Crane  as  a  distinct  species. 

Habits,  4'^.  The  Common  Crane  arrives  in  Northern  India  in 
October  and  leaves  about  March,  a  few  stragglers  remaining 
longer.     It  is  usually  seen  in  flocks,  large  or  small,  which  pass  the 
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middle  of  the  day  and  the  whole  night  in  the  sandj  beds  of  rivers 
or  on  the  borders  of  banks  or  marshes,  feed  in  the  grain-fields  in 
the  early  morning  and  in  the  evening,  and  flv  from  one  to  the 
other  in  an  extended  line,  frequently  more  or  less  V-shaped.  The 
call  of  this  bird  is  a  fine  clear  note,  often  uttered  during  flight  and 
not  unfrequently  heard  when  the  birds  are  at  so  great  a  height  in 
the  air  as  to  be  almost  out  of  sight.  Cranes  that  have  fed  for  a 
time  on  the  grain  and  shoots  of  wheat,  rice,  gram,  arhar,  and  other 
crops  are  delicious ;  ill-fed  birds  are  coarse.  The  Common  Crane 
has  not  been  known  to  breed  in  India. 

1408.  Oni8  leucog^raunB.     Tlie  Great  White  or  Slherian  Crane. 

Grus    leucogeranus,  Pall.   Reis,  Huss.  Reichs,  ii,  p.   714   (1773); 

Irlnt,  Ibis.  1861,  p.  243;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  663;  Blyth,  IhU, 

18157,  p.  166;  Hume,  Ibis,  1808,  p.  28  :  Brooks,  Ibis,  1809,  p.  237; 

McMaster,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xl,  pt.  2,  p.  215 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  i,  p.  235 ; 

JBut/er,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  187 ;  nume,  Cat.  no.  804 ;  Hume  ^  Mursh. 

Game  B,  iii,  p.  11,  pi.;    Reidy  S.  F.  x,  p.  67;   Barnes,  Birds 

Bom.  p.  341. 
Sarcopreranus  leucopfpranus,  Sharpe,  Bull.  B.  O.  Club,  vol.  i,  p.  xxxvii 

(1893) ;  id.  Ibis,  1893,  p.  489;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  2«1. 

Kdre-Khar  (N.  W.  P.);  Tunhi  (Oudh);  Chini  Kulang  (Hansi),  H. 

Coloration.  Fore  part  of  crow^n  and  sides  of  head  to  behind  the 
eyes  bare  of  feathers.  Plumage  white  throughout,  except  the 
primaries  and  their  greater  coverts  with  the  winglet,  which  are 
black.  Young  birds  have  the  head  feathered  throughout  and  the 
plumage  tinged  with  buff. 

Naked  skin  of  head  dull  reddish;  bill  umber-brown;  irides 
bright  pale  yellow  ;  legs  and  feet  pale  reddish  pink  {Hume), 

Length  of  male  about  54 ;  tail  8 ;  wing  24 ;  tarsus  1 1 ;  bill 
from  gape  7*75.     Females  are  rather  smaller,  wing  23. 

Distribution.  A  rnre  winter  visitor  to  parts  of  North-western 
India,  chiefly  the  Eastern  Punjab,  Northern  Smd,  the  North-west 
Provinces,  and  Oudh.  Mr.  Forsyth  saw  a  flock  at  Dehri  near 
Sasseram,  and  Col.  McMaster  shot  a  streggler  near  Ndgpur.  This 
Crane  breeds  in  Siberia,  and  is  found  occasionally  throughout 
Northern  and  Central  Asia. 

Habits,  6fc.  We  are  indebted  to  Hume  for  most  of  our  know- 
ledge of  this  bird.  It  is  found  in  India,  either  in  family  parries 
generally  consisting  of  three  (the  two  old  birds  and  one  young) 
or  in  small  flocks,  probably  composed  of  birds  in  their  secoud 
year  that  have  not  paired.  They  arrive  in  October  and  leave 
about  the  end  of  March,  and  during  their  residence  remain 
constantly  about  particular  large  marshes  (jhils),  keeping  iu 
shallow  water  and  feeding  on  water-plants.  They  are  exceedmgly 
wary.  Their  cry  is  described  by  Hume  as  a  feeble  repetition  of  a 
HOund  like  Kdrekhar,  the  native  name,  but  it  is  said  by  Brooks  to 
be  merely  a  whistle.  By  all  observers  this  Crane  is  described  as  a 
most  beautiful  and  graceful  bird,  excelling  even  the  8aru3  in  this 
respect.     The  nidification  is  unknown. 
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1409.  Gms  antigone.    The  Sams. 

Ardea  anti^ne,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat,  i,  p.  235  (1766). 

Grus  coUaris,  Bvdd,  TiibL  FL  Enl.  p.  52  (1783) ;  Tegetmeier^  Ed. 

Bfyth's  Cranet,  p.  45. 
Grus  antijrone,  Jerdon^  Madr.  Jour,  L,  8,  xii,  p.  193;  Blyth^  Cat, 


no.  863;  Scully,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  352  ;  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game  B,  iii, 
p.  1,  pi.,  p.  435,  pi.  iv  {^^%) ;  Teyetmeier,  Ed.  Blyth's  Crane*, 
p.  47;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  67  ;  Davidnon,  ibid,  p.  819;  Himson,  ibia, 
1882,  p.  93 ;  Swinh,  (Jf*  Bai-nes,  Uisy  1885,  p.  1;:3 ;  Bamee,  Birds 
Bom,  p.  340 ;  id.  Jour,  Bom,  N.  H.  Soc.  i,  p.  59 ;  ii,  p.  149 ;  Oafes 
in  Hume's  N.  Sf  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  372 ;  BiUklcy,  Jour.  Bom,  A.  H. 
S(h:.  viii,  p.  148. 
Antigone  cullari^i,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxiii,  p.  262. 

SdraSf  SirhanSfdl. ;  KhUr-sangy  Assam. 

Coloration.  Head  and  upper  neck  without  feathers,  except  a 
grey  patch  of  ear-coverts  on  eaeh  side,  the  throat  and  a  ring  round 
the  nape  rather  thickly  covered  with  black  haiis.  Neck  pute 
white,  passing  at  the  bane  into  the  bluish  ashy  grey  of  the  plumage 
generally ;  the  primaries,  greater  primary-coverts,  and  winglet  are 
black  or  blackisb  brown ;  secondaries  towards  their  tips  and  the 
whole  tertiaries  varying  from  grey  to  white. 

Young  birds  have  the  head  and  upper  neck  clad  with  short 
rusty-buff  feathers.  The  nestling  is  covered  with  down,  rich 
deep  brown  above,  rufous  on  the  sides  and  head,  whitish  beneath. 

Bill  pale  greenish  horny  with  dark  tip ;  skin  of  crown  pale  ashy 
green ;  papillose  skin  of  head  and  neck  orange-red  ;  iris  orange  ; 
legs  reddish  or  flesh-colour  (Tichell),  The  red  of  the  face  and 
neck  becomes  brighter  about  April,  and  the  white  neck-coliar  more 
defined  and  conspicuous. 

Length  of  male  about  58  :  tail  10 ;  wing  to  end  of  primaries  25  ; 
tarsus  1:^;  bill  from  gape  6*5.  Females  are  slightly  smaller: 
wing  24  ;  tardus  11. 

Distrihuiion,  i^esident  throughout  the  plains  of  Northern  India 
in  suitable  places,  from  the  base  of  the  liimalavaa  to  the  Tapti  or 
perhaps  a  little  farther  in  Western  India,  and  to  the  Godavart 
near  the  east  coast.  This  Crane  ranges  west  to  the  Indus  and 
eastward  as  far  as  Lakhimpur  in  As^am  (unless  the  Assam  bird 
turns  out  to  be  the  next  species).  Jerdon  says  the  8arus  is 
common  in  Khandesh,  but  David^on  and  Major  Probyn  found  it 
very  rare  there  ;  and  it  is  unknown  in  the  Bombay  Ueccan.  The 
statement  in  some  works  that  G.  antvjone  is  found  around  the 
Caspian  Sea  is  probably  due  to  error,  caused  by  Pallas  having 
used  the  name  for  a  different  species. 

liahits,  4'c.  The  8aru8  is  usually  seen  in  pairs,  each  pair  often 
cccompanied  by  a  young  bird,  or  occasionally  by  two,  in  open 
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marshy  ground,  on  the  borders  of  swamps  or  Intge  tanks.  Some- 
times small  flocks  are  met  with.  Though  not  regarded  as  sacred, 
except  in  a  few  localities,  these  birds  are  very  rarely  molested  in 
India,  and  they  are  consequently  tame  and  unwary.  They  have  a 
loud  trumpet-like  call,  uttered  when  they  are  disturbed,  and 
especially  on  the  wing.  "When  they  fly  they  only  rise  a  few  yards 
from  the  ground.  The  food  of  this  Crane  is  varied  ;  vegetables, 
reptiles,  insects,  and  moUusca  contributing.  The  Sarus  pairs  for 
life,  and  if  one  of  a  pair  i»  killed,  the  survivor  is  said  not  unfre- 
qiieotly  to  pine  and  die.  The  breeding-season  is  in  July,  August, 
and  September,  though  nests  and  eggs  have  been  found  in 
February  and  March.  A  huge  nest  is  built  of  rushes,  grass,  &c., 
several  feet  in  diameter  at  the  base,  and  frequently  3  or  4  feet 
hi^h ;  it  is  usually  either  in  shallow  water  or  surrounded  by  flooded 
ground,  and  in  it  two  eggs  are  laid  (three  very  rarely).  The  eggs 
are  white  or  nearly  white,  blotched  and  clouded,  thinly  as  a  rule, 
with  pale  yellowish  brown  and  purplish  grey,  and  they  measure 
on  an  average  3*96  by  2*50. 

1410.  Oros  sharpii.    The  Burmese  Sarvs. 

Gnis  antigone,  apud  Jerdon,  B,  L  iii,  p.  662,  pt. ;  Beavnn,  P.  Z.  S. 

\mi,  p.  762 ;  Bhfth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  157 ;  Oates,  S.  F.  v,  p.  1(U ; 

WnrA  Bamsay,  Ibis,  1877,  p.  469 ;  Hnme  ^  Dav.   8.  F.  vi, 

p.  4o8 ;  Anders,   Yunnan  Evped.j  At^s^  p.  0S4 ;  O.jte.%  B.  B.  ii, 

p.  3o4 ;  Hutnef  jS'.  ^.  xi,  p.  317  ;  nen  Ardea  antiproue,  L, 

Antigone  antigone,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  264. 

Qni8  ( Antiffone)  sharpii,  Blanf,  Bull.  B,  O.  Clubf  vol.  v,  p.  vii  (1895) ; 
id.  Ibis,  1896,  p.  136. 

Gyo-ffya,  Burmese. 

Coloration,  The  plumage  generally  is  darker  and  the  back  less 
pure  grey  than  in  0.  antigone,  and  the  secondaries  and  tertiaries 
are  grey  like  the  back ;  but  the  most  conspicuous  distinction  is  the 
abseuce  in  the  present  species  of  any  white  ring  round  the  neck  at 
all  sessons. 

Bill  and  coronal  skin  greenish  glaucous,  skin  of  the  face  and 
neck  pale  brick- red ;  irides  reddish  orange ;  legs  fleshy  pink, 
brownish  in  front  (  Wardlaw  Bamsaji),  Dimensions  the  same  as 
those  of  O.  antigone. 

Distribution.  The  plains  of  Burma,  Siam,  and  Cochin  China. 
There  are  skins  in  the  British  Museum  sent  by  Cantor  from 
Penang,  but  Hume  doubts  the  occurrence  of  this  bird  wild  in  the 
Malay  Peninsula.  Anderson  obtained  specimens  at  Tsitkaw,  north- 
west of  Bhamo,  and  Hume  saw  several  in  Manipur,  all  probably  of 
the  present  species,  but  the  limits  of  this  and  of  0.  antigone  are 
not  ascertained. 

Habits  the  same  as  those  of  the  last  species. 

Hume  once  saw  in  Manipur  (S.  F.  xi,  p.  317)  a  flock  of  dark- 
coloured  Cranes  with  white  head;»and  necks,  resembling  G.monacftus 
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of  North-eastern  Asia.  Anderson  also  at  Ponsee,  west  of  Bbimo; 
saw  flocks  of  Cranes  flying  towards  Burma  in  March.  He  took 
them  for  0.  antigmu  (G,  sharpii),  but  that  species  is  not  known  to 
collect  in  flocks.  Captain  Couchman  (Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  8oc.  vii, 
p.  450)  saw  Cranes  in  the  marshes  near  Myothit,  like  O.  cinerevs 
in  colour,  shape,  and  call,  but  with  a  scarlet  hood  or  crest.  Our 
knowledge  of  the  Cranes  of  Upper  Burma  is  evidently  still 
imperfect. 

Genus  ANTHBOPOIDES,  Yieillot,  1816. 

The  smallest  Indian  Crane,  the  Demoiselle,  forms  the  type  of  a 
well-marked  genus,  having  the  bill  and  legs  shorter  in  proportion 
than  in  Gnts ;  the  head  feathered  throughout,  with,  on  eac-h  side, 
from  behind  the  ear-coverts,  a  white  plume  or  aigrette  of  feathers 
with  dipsociatfcd  webs.  The  feathers  of  the  lower  fore  neck 
lanceolate  and  elongate,  projecting  in  front  of  the  breast. 
Tertiary  quills  much  lengthened. 

1411.  Anthropoides  virgO.     The  Demoiselle  Cranti 

(Fig.  41,  p.  184.) 

Ardea  vlrgo,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat,  i,  p.  234  (1766). 

Gru8  vivgo,  Fall,  Zoogr,  Hosso-Anat.  ii,  p.  108  j  ScuUj/,  Ibis,  1881, 

p.  688. 
Anlhropoides  virgo,  Vieill.  Nouv,  Di(^,  dfHUt,  Nat,  ii,  p.  163  (1816) ; 

Blyth,  Cat,  p.  274 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  66(5 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i, 

p.  23f) ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  396  ;  Butler j  S.  F\  iv,  p.  16 ;  Fairbanks  ibid. 

p.  263 ;  JJuffie,  Cat.  no,  8(:6;  J^culiy,  A'.  F.  viii,  p.  362 ;  Hume  &• 


Karkarra,  II.;  (jAaw/o,  Nepal :  Karkwhi,  Mahr. ;  Kallam,  Deccan  ,* 
GararOy  Uriya  ;    Wuda-Korttkaj  Tel.  j  Karkoncka,  Can. 

Coloration,  Forehead,  sides  of  crown,  and  sides  of  head,  with 
the  chin,  throat,  whole  fore  i)eck,  and  a  broad  ring  round  the  nape 
black ;  feathers  on  lower  eyelid,  and  a  streak  from  the  Lack  of  the 
eye  over  the  ear-coverts,  ending  behind  in  a  long  plume,  white ; 
crown  and  the  upper  parts  from  a  little  behind  the  nape  ashy 
grey  ;  breast  and  abdomen  the  same,  slightly  darker ;  the  sinciput 
streaked  with  black;  winglet,  larger  primary-coverts,  and  pri- 
maries black,  secondaries  brownish  grey  tipped  with  blackish,  and 
tertiaries,  for  the  most  part,  with  black  tips;  tail-feathers  dark 
grey  above,  blackish  below. 

Young  birds  have  the  head  grey,  streaked  with  black,  and  the 
lengthened  plumes  are  illHleveloped. 

Hill  greenihh,  reddish  at  the  tip ;  irides  red  ;  leps  black. 

Length  about  33 ;  tail  6*5 ;  wing  19 ;  tarsus  7 ;  bill  from  gape  3. 

Distribution.  A  migratory  bird,  breeding  iu  Southern  and  Eastern 
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Europe,  Southern  Siberia,  and  parts  of  Central  and  Western  Asia, 
ftod  spending  the  winter  in  North-eastern  Africa,  India,  and 
China.  In  India  it  is  most  coonuon  in  the  Deccan,  Guaserat,  and 
XattjTwar,  occurring  in  immense  flocks ;  less  common,  though  far 
from  rare,  throughout  North-western  and  Northern  India,  and  in 
the  Peninsula  as  far  south  as  Mysore ;  it  is  rare  farther  south, 
though  it  has  been  seen  at  Kolleg^,  Coimbatore  district,  by 
Mr.  Theobald,  and  it  is  said  to  occur  even  at  Tinnevelly  ;  but  it  is 
unknown  on  the  Malabar  coastlands,  in  Ceylon,  in  Lower  Bengal, 
Assam,  and  Burma. 

ffabitSy  jv.  The  Demoiselle  arrives  in  India  early  in  October, 
and  leaves,  as  a  rule,  in  April.  Hume  says  the  birds  apparently 
arrive  in  Guzerat  and  the  Deccan  earlier  than  they  do  in  Northern 
India  and  remain  later,  and  he  suggests  that  the  birds  so  numerous 
in  the  Bombay  Presidency  may  come  from  Africa.  The  habits  of 
this  bird  rc'semble  those  of  the  Common  Crane,  but  it  associates  in 
much  larger  flocks,  and  its  call-note  is  quite  different  and  much 
harsher.  The  flocks  often  spend  hours  during  the  day  flying  and 
circling  in  the  air  at  considerable  heights.  The  name  of  vin/o  is 
said  to  have  been  derived  from  the  bird's  '^  elegant  appearance  and 
dancing  propensity"  (H.  T,  Wharton),  When  well  fed  the 
Demoiselle,  like  the  Common  Crane,  is  delicious  eating. 


Suborder  OTIDES. 

The  Bustards  appear  to  form  a  link  between  Bails  and  Cranes 
on  one  side  and  Plovers  on  the  other,  but  are  nearest  on  the  Vi  hole 
to  the  Cranes.  They  are  schizognathous  and  holorhinal,  with  16 
or  17  cerrical  vertebrsD,  and  with  two  small  notches  on  each  side 
of  the  posterior  border  of  the  sternum.  No  oil-gland.  Caeca  long. 
There  is  no  hallux,  and  the  deep  flexor  tendons  simply  unite,  and 
then  the  united  tendon  divides  into  three.  Ambiens  muscle, 
accessory  femoro-caudal,  semitendinosus,  and  accessory  semitendi- 
nosus  present ;  femoro-caudal  wanting.     A  single  family. 
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Family  OTIDIDiE. 

Cervical  vertebrae  16  or  17.  Bill  as  a  rule  shorter  than  the  head 
or  equal  to  it  in  length.  Tnil-feathers  16  to  20:  primaries  11. 
An  aftersbaft  present ;  no  fifth  secondary  ;  no  bare  tracts  on  the 
neck.  Tarsus  and  bare  portion  of  tibia  covered  with  small  scales  ; 
the  three  toes  short,  stout,  scutellated  above ;  soles  very  broad, 
claws  short  and  blunt.  Males  of  many  species  with  a  gular  pouch 
opening  beneath  the  tongue  and  serviug  to  inflate  the  neck. 

Bustards  are  birds  of  stout  build,  with  both  neck  and  legs  rather 
ong,  and  both  carried,  when  the  bird  in  walking,  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  the  body,  giving  a  ])eculiar  and  characteris^tic  appearance. 
They  chiefly  inhabit  open  ground  or  grass.  A  small  depression 
in  the  ground,  without  lining  or  with  very  little,  serves  as  a  nest, 
and  the  eggs  are  olive  in  colour  and  double-spotted.  The  young 
birds  when  hatched  are  covered  with  do\^*n,  and  run  almost 
immediately  after  leaving  the  egg. 

This  family  inhabits  Europe,  Africa,  Asia,  and  Australia.  Six 
species  are  Indian,  each  referred  by  some  naturalists  to  a  distinct 
genus,  but  all  are  here  classed  in  four  genera.  Only  one  of  the 
species  is  found  in  Assam,  none  in  Burma  or  the  Malay  countries. 

Key  to  the  Genera, 

a.  No  ruff;    sexes  diflering   in  size  or  breeding- 

plumage  or  both. 
a\  No  crest,  at  all  events  in  femali^s  and  in  males 
not  breeding. 

a".  Tarsus  about  \  as  long  as  wing Otis,  p.  192. 

h".  Tarsus  rat>re  than  ^  an  lonjjf  aa  winpr ;  head, 
neck,  and  underpart^  black  in  breeding 

males Syphkotis,  p.  19f^. 

h\  A  crest;  size  large Eui»o^h)TI8,  p.  194. 

b,  A  rulf  on  each  side  of  neck ;  sexes  alike    iioUDARA,  p.  llHi. 

Oenus  OTIS. 

Bill  shorter  than  head,  and  broader  than  high,  stout ;  legs  of 
moderate  length.  Wings  ample,  rounded,  third  quill  usuallv 
longest.  No  crest  or  ruff,  though  in  the  typical  species  the  male 
has  long  bristly  feathers  with  few  and  short  webn  on  each  side  of 
the  throat,  and  in  another  the  plumes  at  the  base  of  the  neck  are 
elongate  in  the  breeding-plumage  of  the  male  bird. 

A  Paltcarctic  genus.  The  two  species  here  included  are  often 
referred  to  distinct  genera,  and  show  certainly  some  well-marked 
ditferences.  They  have  only  been  found  within  Indian  limits  in 
the  North-western  Punjab. 
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Key  to  the  Spedes. 

m.  Very  large ;  wing  19-24  inches O.  tarda,  p.  193. 

h,  Smitll ;  wing  about  10  inches O.  tetrax,  p.  193 

1412.  OtiB  tarda.     The  Great  Bustard. 

Otis  tarda,  ZiiMi.  8y$t,  Nat,  i,  p.  2(U  (1766);  Hume,  Ibis,  1871, 
p.  404 :  id.  S,  jF.  vii,  p.  434 ;  Hume  ^  Manh,  Game-B,  i,  p.  1 , 
pi. ;  Humef  Cat.  no.  836  bis ;  Sharpe,  Tr,  Linn.  Soe.  (2)  y,  pt.  3, 
p.  87 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  284. 

Coloration,  Male.  Head  aad  upper  neck  light  ashj  grey,  chin 
and  long  bristly  feathers  on  each  side  of  the  throat  white ;  the 
grey  passes  all  round  the  base  of  the  neck  into  duU  rufous  with  a 
few  black  spots,  which  forms  a  band  across  the  upper  breast ;  back, 
scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  smaller  wing-covert»  rufous-buff,  closely 
and  broadly  but  rather  irregularly  barred  across  with  black  ;  lower 
back  and  rump  deeper  rufous  with  fewer  bars ;  median  and  greater 
wing-corerts  greyish  white ;  primaries  dark  brown ;  secondaries 
grf yish  white,  with  black  tips  that  diminish  gradually  on  the  inner 
quills  ;  middle  tail-feathers  deep  rufous  like  the  rump  with  rather 
distant  black  cross-bars,  outermost  feathers  greyish  white  with  a 
subterminal  black  band,  the  other  rectrices  intermediate  in  colo- 
ration between  the  middle  and  outer  pairs ;  lower  parts  from 
breast  white. 

In  females  and  young  males  the  grey  of  the  fore  neck  comes 
down  to  the  upper  breast,  and  th»»re  is  no  rufous  gorget ;  other- 
wise the  sexes  are  similar  in  plumage.  The  whiskers  are  wanting 
in  females,  and  the  size  is  smaller. 

Bill  dull  lead-grey,  blackish  at  the  tip  ;  irides  dark  brown  ;  legs 
dirty  earth -grey  (Dresser). 

Length  of  male  about  42  inches ;  tail  11 ;  wing  24 ;  tarsus  6*5 ; 
bill  from  gape  3-25 :  of  a  female,  length  33  inches  ;  tail  10  ;  wing 
19 ;  tarsus  5 ;  bill  from  gape  2*6.  Large  males  have  been  shot 
weighing  as  much  as  30  pounds,  but  they  take  several  years  to 
attain  their  full  growth. 

Distribution,  Southern  and  Central  Europe  and  Northern  Africa, 
with  Central  Asia  as  far  east  as  China.  A  single  specimen  in  the 
Hume  Collection  (now  in  the  British  Museum)  was  obtained  near 
Mardiln,  in  the  extreme  north-west  of  the  Punjab,  Dec.  23,  1870. 
The  individual  secured,  a  female,  was  one  of  a  party  of  five  or  six 
in  a  field  of  mustard. 

1413.  Otis  tetraz.     The  Little  Bustard. 

Otis  tetrax,  Linn.  Sysi.  Nat.  i,  p.  264  (1766) ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii, 

p.  625 ;  Bluth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  1^3 ;  Beavan,  Ibis,  1868,  p.  388  ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  436 ;  Hume  ^  Marsh,  Ganie  B.  i,  p.  3,  pi. ; 

Hume,  Cat.  no.  836  ter;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  94 ;  SiiiUy,  ibid. 

p.  686 ;  Swinhoe,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  119;  St.  John,  Ibi$,  1889,  p.  176  ; 

Sharve,  Yark.  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  146. 
Tetrax'campestris,  Leach,  Syst.  Cat.  B.  M.  p.  28  (181G). 
Tetrax  tetiax,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxiii,  p.  1>87. 

Chata  tilur,  Punjab. 
VOL.  IV.  O 
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Coloration,  Male  in  winter  plumage.  Whole  upper  surface  buff, 
vermicuJated  with  black  and  with  some  larger  black  blotches; 
crown  much  blotched  with  black  ;  hind  neck  brownish,  with  fine 
black  specks  and  pale  mesial  streaks  to  the  feathers ;  greater 
primary-coverts  blackish  brown  with  white  tips ;  primaries  dark 
Drown,  all  tipped  white  except  the  first  two  or  three,  and  all  whit4) 
at  the  base,  tne  white  increasing  on  the  inner  feathers ;  second- 
aries with  their  greater  and  some  of  their  median  coverts  white, 
often  a  few  black  spots  on  the  quills ;  tertiaries  like  back ;  middle 
tail-feathers  mottled  black  and  buff,  with  narrow  black  cross-bars, 
outer  feathers  similar,  but  with  white  instead  of  buff  and  with 
white  tips  and  bases,  the  white  increasing  on  the  outermost 
feathers;  chin  and  throat  whitish;  sides  of  head  and  neck  and 
fore  neck  streaked  and  mixed  with  black  and  buff;  breast  and 
remainder  of  lower  parts  white. 

Females  are  more  coarsely  vermiculated  as  a  rule  on  the  back 
and  more  blotched  with  black ;  the  feathers  of  the  upper  breast 
are  buff  with  subterminal,  more  or  less  crescentic  black  bars. 

Males  in  breeding-plumage  have  not  been  noticed  in  India. 
They  have  the  cheeks,  chin,  and  throat  dark  bluish  grey,  neck  all 
round  black,  except  a  U-shaped  white  band  on  the  fore  neck,  and 
another  white  pectoral  band  followed  by  an  equally  broad  black 
one  on  the  u))per  breast.  The  feathers  of  the  hind  neck  are 
elongate. 

Bill  dusky,  yellowish  at  base ;  irides  light  brown ;  legs  dirty 
yellow  (Scully). 

Length  18  ;  tail  4'75  ;  wing  10  ;  tarsus  2*5  ;  bill  from  gape  1'5. 

Distribution.  Southern  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  and  Central 
Asia,  including  Afghanistan  and  Yarkand.  A  few  birds  occur  in 
Gilgit,  and  this  species  Is  a  reguhir  winter  visitant  to  the  extreme 
North-western  Punjab  near  Peshawar.  A  few  stragglers  are  found 
occasionally  east  of  the  Indus,  and  the  species  has  been  recorded 
from  Gurddspur  and  even  from  SahAranpur. 

Habits^  <^c.  In  the  Punjab  the  Little  Bustard  keeps  much  to 
fields  of  mustard.  This  species  has  a  different  fiight  from  other 
Bustards ;  it  rises  to  a  great  height  in  the  air,  and  flutters  and 
twists  about  in  a  peculiar  way.  It  is  sometimes  shot  but  more 
frequently  hawked,  the  Saker  Falcon  being  trained  to  capture  it. 

Genus  SUPODOTIS,  I^esson,  1839. 

This  genus  is  distinguished  from  Otis  by  having  a  considerably 
longer  bill,  longer  legs,  tail,  and  wings,  by  the  possession  of  an 
occipital  crest  in  both  sexes,  and  by  the  feathers  of  the  throat  and 
fore  neck  being  lengthened.  The  size  is  large,  but  the  male  much 
exceeds  the  female  in  this  respect. 

Four  species  are  known,  two  of  which  are  African,  one  Indian, 
and  one,  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  Indian  bird,  Australian. 
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1414.  Supodotifl  edwardfli.     The  Gi^at  Indian  Bustard. 

Otis  edwardflii,  Gray  in  Hardw.  III.  Ind,  Zool  i,  pi.  59  (1830-32) ; 
Hume,  S,  F.  i,  p.  227 ;  Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  893 :  ii,  p.  339. 

Otis  nigricepa,  Vtgws,  P.Z.S,  1831,  p,  35  j  Sykes,  RZ.S,  1832, 
p.  155. 

Eupodotis  edwardii,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  258. 

Eupodotis  edwardsii,  Jerdwi,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  C07  ;  Stflivzkn,  J,  A,  8.  B. 
xli,  pt.  2,  p.  250 ;  Hayen  Uoyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  4J5  ;  Hume.  X.  ^'  K 
p.  557 ;  Butler,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  9 ;  ix,  p.  424 ;  Hume  4*  Marsh,  Game 
B.  i,  p.  7,  pi. ;  iii,  p.  423,  pi.  i  (efi^gs) ;  Davids.  ^  Wend.  S.  F,  vii, 
p.  87  ;  Ball,  ibid,  p.  226 ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  836 ;  Wilson,  S.  F,  viii, 
p.  490;  jF.  W,  Butler,  ibid.;  id,  S,  F.  x,  p.  161;  W.  EUiott, 
P.  Z.  S,  1880,  p.  486 ;  ToHems,  S,  F,  x,  p.  U57  ;  Davidson,  ibid, 
p.  318;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  320;  id.  Jour.  Boht.  X.  H,  Soc.  i, 
p.  57;  Ti,  p.  11  :  Ontes  in  Hume^s  N,  <5*  F.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  375; 
Sharpf,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxiii,  p.  325  ;  Rayment,  Jour,  Bom,  N.  H,  Soc, 
ix,  p.  107. 

Tugdar^  Punjab ;  Gurayiu,  Haridnn ;  Sohun,  GvghwMer,  Hukna,  II. ; 
Serailu,  H.  (Nerbuddn) ;  Bherar,  Saugor;  JHum,  Mabr. ;  Mdrdhonk, 
Mdldhonk,  Kdradhonk,  Karlunk,  Deccan  ;  Tokdar  of  Mahomedan 
Falconers :  Gurahna,  Sind ;  Bat-meka,  Bat-myaka,  Tel. ;  Batta  mekha, 
Yanadi :  Gunad,  Pardi ;  Kanal-Myle,  Tarn. ;  Heri-httkki,  Ari-kujina- 
hukki,  Yere^addu,  Can. 

Coloration,  Male,  Forehead,  crown,  and  occipital  crest  black, 
ivjit  of  head  and  whole  neck  white  in  old  birds,  minutely  barred 
with  black  in  younger  individuals;  back,  scapulars, smaller  coverts, 
tertiaries,  and  rnrop.  minutely  and  beautifully  vermicuiated  with 
bUck  and  buff ;  median  wing-covert«  blackish  brown,  more  or  less 
tipped  with  white  :  greater  wing-coverts  dark  grey,  black  on  outer 
edge  and  tipped  white  ;  outer  primaries  dark  brown,  passing  into 
dark  grey  on  inner  primaries  and  secondaries,  the  inner  secondaries 
becoming  vermicuiated  and  passing  into  the  coloration  of  the  ter- 
tiaries,  inner  primaries  and  all  secondaries  tipped  with  white,  basal 
portion  of  inner  webs  on  the  later  primaries  with  white  bands ; 
tiil  greyer  than  back,  but  similarly  vermicuiated,  all  feathers 
except  the  middle  pair  with  a  blackish -brown  end  and  the  outer- 
most tipped  with  white  beyond  the  brown ;  lower  parts  white 
except  a  black  band  across  the  breast,  corresponding  to  the  limit 
between  the  white  neck  and  brown  back,  a  few  black  feathers 
intervening  round  the  hind  neck;  feathers  around  vent,  lower 
tail-coverts,  and  generally  some  of  the  thigh-coverts,  blackish 
brown  with  white  tips. 

The  female  is  much  smaller  and  has  narrow  blackish  vermicu- 
lations  on  the  neck,  the  black  pectoral  gorget  is  imperfect.  Young 
birds  have  buff  tips  to  the  feathers  of  the  crown  and  mantle, 
forming  pale  spots. 

The  nestling  is  covered  with  down,  buff  above  with  black 
markings  on  the  head  and  mantle,  whitish  below. 

Bill  dusky  above,  yellowish  beneath ;  irides  pale  yellow  with 
some  brownish  specks ;  legs  and  feet  dingy  pale  yellow  (Jerdon), 

Length  of  male  about  48;  tail  12*5;  wing  27 :  tarsus  7-8;  bill 
from  gape  4*5 :  length  of  female  37 ;  tail  9-5 ;  wing  21  ;  tarsus 

o2 
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6-25.  Hens  weigh  10  to  20  lb.,  cocks  25  to  35,  and  eren  40  is 
recorded.  Tlie  male  possesses  a  large  gular  pouch  opening  under 
the  tongue  {Elliot,  I.  c),  as  in  Otis  tarda. 

Distribution.  The  plaina  of  the  Punjab  between  the  Indus  and 
Jumna,  also  Eastern  Sind,  Cntch,  Kattywar,  Kajputana,  Guzerat, 
the  Bombay  Deccan,  the  greater  part  of  the  Central  Provinces, 
extending  as  far  east  as  Sambalpur,  the  Hyderabad  territories,  and 
parts  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  and  the  Mysore  State  as  far  south 
as  Southern  Mysore,  and  perhaps  farther  south.  Stragglers  may 
be  found  outside  the  area  specified,  as  in  Western  Sind,  Meerut, 
and  Oudh  ;  but  this  Bustard  is  unknown  in  Behar,  Chutia  Nagpur, 
Orissa,  and  Bengal,  on  the  Malabar  coast,  and  in  Ceylon. 

Habits,  4'c,  The  Great  Indian  Bustard  is  usually  found  singly  or 
in  twos  or  threes,  more  rarely  in  flocks,  and  it  keeps  chiefly  to  open 
dry  country,  especially  wastes  covered  with  low  grass  and  scattered 
cultivation,  or  sandy  ground  with  small  bushes  ;  it  is  never  found 
in  forests  nor  on  hills,  but  it  sometimes  enters  high  grass  or  fields 
of  millet  (jowari),   mustard,  pulse,   'tc.     It  feeds   on  insects, 
especially  grasshoppers,  on  small  reptiles,  on  fruit,  grain,  shoots  of 
grass,  <&c.     Its  flight  is  heavy  but  strong.     It  has  a  peculiar  deep 
booming  note,  imitated  in  its  Mahratta  name,  and  also  a  call-note, 
described  by  some  obser\  ers  as  a  bark  or  a  bellow,  by  others  as  a 
trumpet  sound.  These  birds,  when  in  open  ground,  are  very  diflicult 
to  approach,  except  on  a  cart  or  camel  or  on  horseback,  or  by  the 
aid  of  a  bullock  or  buffalo,  but  they  squat  and  rest  at  times,  and 
are  then  much  less  wary.    Thi^  mules  are  magnificent  birds,  often 
standing  four  feet  in  height,  and  they  have  a  peculiar  method, 
in  the  breeding-season  especially,  of  infiating  their  white  throats, 
doubtless  by  the  aid  of  the  gular  pouch,  and  strutting  about  to 
attract  the  hens.    They  are  polygamous  ;  the  hen  betwoen  March 
and  September,  chiefly  in  July  or  August,  lays  in  a  hollow  on  the 
ground,  unlined  or  thinly  lined  with  grass,  a  single  drab  or  olive 
egg,  faintly  marked  as  a  rule  with  brownish  clouds,  streaks,  and 
mottlings,  and  measuring  about  3*11  by  2*24.     According  to  some 
writers  2  or  even  3  eggs  ai*e  laid. 

Genus  HOUBABA,  Bonap.,  1831. 

This  genus  is  distinguished  by  having  a  ruff  of  black  and 
white  feathers  descending  along  each  side  of  the  neck,  and  a 
small  crest  in  the  middle  of  the  crown.  The  feathers  of  the 
fore  neck  are  lengthened  and  overhang  the  breast.  Sexes  alike. 
In  other  characters  Honiara  resembles  Otis.  There  are  two 
closoly  allied  s[)ecies :  one  found  around  the  Mediterranean,  the 
other  inhabiting  a  considerable  tract  in  Western  Asia  aud 
visiting  North-western  India  in  winter. 

1415.  Hoabara  m&cqueeni.    The  Ifoubara. 

(>ti«  macqnoonii,  Gray  m  Hardw.  Ill,  Ind,  ZooL  ii,  pi.  47  (18.33-34) ; 

//umr,  7K18<W,p.  241. 
Iloubara  macqueemi|  Mutton,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xvi,  p.  786 ;  Bit/th  Cat. 
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St   John,  Ibiny  1^389,  p.  175;  BameSj  Birds  Bom,   p.   321;    id. 
J^r.  Bom,  N,  H.  Sac,  vi,  p.  12,  lig.  837  (egg) ;  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M, 
xxiii,  p.  318. 
Tilur,  Punjabi ;  TWur,  Sindhi  ;  HobdrOy  P. 

Coloration.  Crown  and  greater  part  of  upper  surface  sandy 
buff  minutely  vermiculated  with  black ;  in  the  middle  of  the  crown 
a  crest  of  lengthened  feathers,  white  with  long  black  tips ;  nape 
c'peyish  white  with  dusky  speckling ;  feathers  on  hind  neck  buff, 
very  downy ;  back,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  lesser  wing-coverts 
with  blackish  patches  produced  by  bands  of  coarser  black  mottling 
on  the  feathers ;  ruff  of  lengthened  feathers  on  each  side  of  the 
neck  black  near  the  head,  white  behind;  median  and  greater 
wing-coverfs  albescent,  but  vermiculated;  some  or  all  of  the 
greater  coverts  in  most  birds  with  subterminal  black  bars  and 
white  tips;  winglet  black  ;  greater  primary-coverts  black,  creamy 
white  at  the  l»se  and  generally  white-tipped ;  primaries  and 
secondaries  white  at  the  base,  becoming  butf  on  the  outer  web, 
bUck  near  the  end,  the  secondaries  white-tipped ;  upper  tail- 
coverts  and  tail-feathers  like  back,  but  more  rufous ;  tail-feathers 
crossed  by  bluish-grey  bars  (black  beneath),  mottled  with  buff  on 
the  median  rectrices  only ;  all  the  outer  rectrices  with  white  tips, 
the  black  vermiculation  disappearing  on  the  basal  portion  of  the 
tail-feathers ;  chin  and  throat  white ;  sides  of  head  buff,  with  a 
few  black  streaks;  fore  neck  buff  speckled  with  black,  passing' 
into  bluish  ashy-grey  on  the  upper  breast ;  lower  breast  and 
remainder  of  lower  parts  white,  generally  a  few  black  bars  or 
spots  on  the  flanks  and  lower  tail-coverts,  the  latter  in  part  buff. 
Sexes  alike  in  plumage,  but  females  run  smaller. 

Bill  blackish  above,  paler  below ;  irides  yellow ;  legs  and  feet 
dull  yellow  (Hume), 

Length  of  male  29  ;  tail  9 ;  wing  15-5 ;  tarsus  3-8 ;  bill  from 
gape  2-25.    Length  of  female  2(j\  tail  8*5;  wing  15;  tarsus  3-(5. 

Distribution,  A  cold-weather  visitor  to  North-wcjstern  India, 
common  from  early  in  September  to  the  end  of  March  in  parts 
of  the  Punjab,  Sind,  and  the  desert  portion  of  Eajputana  north  of 
the  Aravallis,  also  in  Cutch  and  Northern  Guzerat.  A  few  birds 
occur  farther  east,  single  individuals  having  been  shot  in  Meerut 
and  Bhurtpore.  The  Houbara  breeds  in  the  highlands  of 
AfghanisUn  and  Persia,  and  a  few  stragglers  may  do  so  occa- 
sionally in  the  Indian  desert. 

HahiU,  4'e.  This  Bustard  ia  generally  found  solitarv  or  in  small 
^rtws  on  open  sandy  semi-desert  plains,  very  often  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  mustard-fields.  It  feeds  on  seeds,  small  fruits,  shoots 
ot  plants,  and  insects.  It  runs  quickly  and  is  difficult  to  approach 
on  foot,  but  It  18  generally  shot  from  a  camel.      I  have  repeatedly 
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shot  Houbara  (from  horseback)  by  circling  round,  never  going 
directly  towards  the  bird  until  it  squats  down.  When  thus 
lying  down,  even  in  bare  ground,  only  a  trained  eye  can  detect  it, 
the  resemblance  to  a  stone  or  a  small  heap  of  sand  is  remarkable, 
and  the  transformation  that  takes  place  when  a  Houbara,  or,  as 
sometimes  happens,  two,  three,  or  more,  spring  into  flight  from 
the  apparently  lifeless  waste,  is  not  easily  forgotten  by  any  one 
who  has  witnessed  it.  Houbara  are  excellent  eating  as  a  rule, 
but  they  contract  a  strong  and  unpleasant  flavour  at  times  from 
feeding  on  shoots  of  mustard  and  other  allied  plants  grown  as  oil- 
seeds. 

Genus  STFHEOTIS,  Lesson,  1839. 

This  is  an  Indian  genus  of  small  or  moderately-.sized  Bustards 
without  a  rufl^,  and  with  longer  bill  and  legs  than  in  the  other 
genera  found  in  India.  The  chief  generic  coaracter,  however,  is 
that  the  male  in  the  breeding-season  assumes  a  peculiar  plumage, 
with  the  head,  neck,  and  lower  surface  black,  and  the  wings  partJjr 
white.  In  this  stage  there  is  a  considerable  difference  between  the 
males — S,  hengalensis  being  crested,  with  long  feathers  in  front  of 
the  neck,  whilst  S,  aurita  has  a  tuft  of  peculiar  elongate  plumes 
from  each  side  of  the  head — and  consequently  the  two  have  been 
placed  by  Sbarpe  in  diflerent  genera.  "With  the  exception,  how- 
ever, of  the  male  ornamental  plumes,  the  two  species,  which  inhabit 
diflerent  parts  of  India,  agree  very  well.  An  African  genus 
(Lisaotis)  is  very  similar  in  coloration. 

Females  are  larger  than  males.  The  primary-quills  are  notched 
on  the  inner  web  and  attenuate  towards  the  end,  much  more  so 
in  S.  aui-iia  than  in  S,  hengalenais. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

o.  "Wing  7*3  to  9-76;  tarsus  36  to  4'5  inches  . .     ^S'.  awitay  p.  198. 

b,  AVing  13'o  to  14*75 ;  tarsus  5*0  Xo  6*6  inches  .     S.  dent/alcMtitt,  p.  200. 

1416.  Sypheotis  aurita.     2'he  Lesser  Florican  or  Likh. 

?  Otis  iiidica.  Gm.  Sijst  Nat  i,  p.  725  (1788). 

Otis  aurita,  Lath.  Ind.  Om.  ii,  p.  6U0  (1790). 

8ypheotides  auritus,  Lesson,  Hcv.  ZooL  1839,  p.  47 ;  BfytJt,  Cat, 
p.  259;  Jerdon^  B,  I.  iii,  p.  (519  ;  Kuig,  J.  A.  iS.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  !>, 
p.  210;  Mc Master y  J.  A,  6\  B.  xl,  pt.  2,  p.  215;  Stoltcska, 
J,  A.  S.  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  250;  Hayea- Lloyd y  Ibisj  ISfS,  p.  415; 
Jlurne,  S,  F.  i,  p.  228 ;  id.  K  iSf-  £.  p.*  561 ;  Adam,  ^\  F,  i, 
p.  393;  ii,  p.  i{39 ;  Btdl,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  42c;;  vii,  p.  226;  Le  Mess. 
S.  F.  iii,  p.  380 ;  Moryan^  His,  1875,  p.  323 ;  Btyth,  Btrde  Bwin. 
p.  162 ;  Butlcry^  S,  F.  iv,  p.  10 ;  v,  p.  231 ;  ix,  p.  424 ;  x,  p.  UU  ; 
Davidson  iSf  Weiid.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  t7 ;  Hume  ^  Marsh,  Game  B.  i, 
p.  33,  pi. ;  iii,  p.  425,  pi.  i  (eggs) ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  839 ;  Mclnroy, 
S.  F.  viii,  p.  491  ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  77  ;  Davidson ,  S.  F.  x,  p.  318 ; 
Hume,  ibid.  p.  412;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  322;  id.  Jour,  Botn, 
N.  H.  »SV>c.  i,  p.  57  ;  vi,  p.  13  ;  Littledaie,  op.  cit.  i,  p.  199. 

Svpheotis  aurita,  SicinJi.  Sf  Barnes,  Lbis,  1885,  p.  132 ;  Oates  in 
Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  380;  ISharpe,  Cat.  B,  M,  xxiii, 
p.  313. 
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Likky  C%oim  Ckarat,  Barsdti  or  Kola,  H. ;  Ker  mor^  Ouserat ;  Tan-mtfTj 
Mahr. ;  Chim  mor,  Belgaum  ;  KhartiUirj  Bbil ;  Chara»^  CkuUa  Ckaraa,  U. 
(S.  India) ;  Siala  Nimilif  Tel. ;  Kannoul,  Can. ;  Warragu  Roli^  Tain. 


Fig.  42. —Head  of  S.  aurita,  $ .     | . 

CcioraUifn,  Female  and  male  in  winter  plumage. — Crown  black, 
more  or  less  streaked  with  buff,  and  generally  with  a  pale  mesial 
band;  back  of  neck  finely  vermiculated  or  speckled  buff  and 
black ;  sides  of  head  and  neck  buff,  with  coarser  black  marks ; 
back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries  black  mottled  with  sandj  buff,  and 
with  a  V-shaped  buff  streak,  more  or  less  distinct,  near  the  margin 
of  each  feather ;  wing-<x>vert8  chiefly  sandy  buff,  with  irregular 
black  bars  ;  first  two  or  three  primaries  uuiform  dark  brown,  the 
other  primaries  becoming  more  and  more  banded  with  ochreous 
yellow,  which  is  mottled  with  black  towards  the  tips  of  the 
feathers ;  secondaries  dark  brown,  with  broad  mottled  bands 
throughout ;  tail  yellow-buff  with  black  bars,  and  mottled  with 
black  towards  the  tips,  middle  feathers  mottled  throughout ;  chin 
and  throat  white ;  tore  neck  and  upper  breast  buff^  with  black 
streaks  that  become  fainter  on  the  latter ;  lower  breast,  abdomen, 
and  lower  tail-corerts  huffy  white  ;  axillaries  black. 

Male  in  breeding-plumage. — A  few  (usually  three  on  each  side) 
narrow  ribbon-like  feathers  about  4  inches  long,  spatulate  towards 
the  ends  and  curved  upwards  from  behind  the  ear-coverts.  Head, 
neck,  and  lower  parts  black,  except  the  chin  and  a  varying  portion 
of  the  throat,  which  are  white  ;  band  across  the  hind  neck  at  the 
base  white ;  back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries  black,  with  fine  whitish 
mottling  and  V-shaped  marks,  the  black  disappearing  on  the  wing- 
coverts,  which  are  mainly  white  ;  the  larger  primary  and  the  tips 
of  the  larger  secondary  coverts  black ;  quills  as  in  the  female ; 
ramp  and  upper  tail-coverts  black  finely  speckled  with  white  ; 
tail  pale,  whitish  and  mottled  with  black  at  the  end,  buff  towards 
base,  with  distant  black  bars  throughout. 

The  male,  after  the  breeding-season,  moults  into  the  female 
plumage,  but  retains  some  white  on  the  shoulder  of  the  wing. 

Bill  dusky  above,  the  edges  of  the  upper  and  all  the  lower 
mandible  yellowish ;  irides  pale  yellow,  clouded  with  dusky  in  the 
male ;  legs  dirty  whitish  yellow  {Jerdon), 

Length  of  male  18  ;  tail  3-5 :  wing  7-75  ;  tarsus  3*5  ;  bill  from 
gape  2.  Females  are  considerably  larger :  length  20  ;  tail  4'5  ; 
wing  9*5  ;  tarsus  3*75. 

Dietribution,  This  Flortcan  may  be  found  at  times  in  suitable 
pbu»8  throughout  India  from  the  Himalayas  to  Cape  Comorin,  but 


it  chiefly  iuhabita  the  Peninsula  (■onth  of  the  Gocliirnri  in  winter. 
wbilst  it  breeds  in  the  Defcan,  Wesiern  Central  Provinces.  Central 
Indian  Agency,  Raj putiui a.  South-eastern  Punjab,  Gujierat,  Cutch, 
nnd  even  in  Southern  Sind.  Some  birds  are  permanent  residents 
alinoit  throughout  the  Peninsula.  Stragglers  have  lieen  met 
with  near  Gnddar  in  Biltichistan,  and  in  Oudh  and  the  N.W. 
Provinces,  Nepal,  Bengal,  Chulia  Nagpur.  Orissa  (1  once  shot  a 
bird  nut  far  from  Cjltaik),  and  on  the  Malabar  const.  One 
specimen  is  on  record  shot  at  Sandouay,  Arrahnn ;  but  Ihe  Wrd 
is  not  found  in  Ceyloti,  nor.  with  tbe  exception  mentionixl,  is  it 
known  to  occur  east  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

Uabili,  ^e.  Tlu!  emaller  FIdHchii  or  Likh  is,  a^  a  rule,  found 
solitary  or  in  pftirs  m  grass  of  moderate  height,  or  occasionally  in 
growing  crops ;  ilkeepsto  plains  and  open  country, ond  is  very 
rarely  met  with  on  the  hills.  Although  a  migrant  to  a  cortnin 
ext«nl,  its  migralions  are  confiin\l  to  India.  It  feeds,  like  otiier 
Bustards,  on  seeds  and  iuB.a-ts.  It  flies  well,  with  a  quicker 
flight  than  otiit-r  Bustards,  having,  when  flying,  a  slight  but 
peculiar  resemblance  to  n  lliict.  Fii)ricans  pair  and  breed  in 
grass,  their  prcspnce  being  betrayed  in  the  breeding -fiea son  by  the 
males  jumping  above  tin- grass  every  now  nnd  then  with  a  peculiar 
crook.  The  breeiting-season  is  Irnm  August  to  November,  chiefly 
in  Scptembi-r  and  October  to  the  northward  :  but  earlier,  t-ven  in 
April  or  May,  in  parts  of  Soulliern  India.  The  egifs,  usually  3  or  4 
in  number,  deposited  in  n  hollow  in  the  gnmnd,  ttre  light  i;Teeiiieh 
olive  to  olive-hrown  in  colotir,  variously  mottled  and  blotchtsl,  uid 
measure  about  l't48  by  I'B. 

The  numbers  of  this  bird  are  lieing  greatly  reduced  liy  the 
uu sports mnn like  (iRictice  of  shtnting  it  in  iLq  breeding-season. 
It  is  excellKnt  eatiug,  thongh  inferior  to  >S.  hriujuleiuiit. 

141 7-  Sypheotis  bengalensls.     ne- Brngal  Flariftm. 
tlli.'  henBalen-ii-,  Gm.  Sy,t.  Xiit.  i,  p.  7^4  (1788) ;  Jlodgaon,  J.  A.  S,  R. 

xvi,  p.  *y(.  pis.  37.  38. 
Svpliwrtid^n  bennlMiBis,  BIgth,  Oit.  n.  268 ;  Jmfcn.  R.  I.  lii,  p.  Bia  { 

Jifyik,  nit,  I8<s;,  p.]e2;  tMw.-Ami.j  a. s.B.iiv,  1^.2,^.04 1 

xlvii,  jit.  S,  p.  21  ;  Simson,  Ibi;  18^,  p.  94. 
SvpheMiB  bwi-mlpntis,  Bmnap.   V.  R.   iliii,  p.  410  (IftJfi);  Hmmet 
A'.  «r  £.  p.  Sm-.   Hume  S(  MarA.  Game  B.  i,  p.  i!3;   iii,  p,  424; 
Hunif,  Car.  no.  8.S8;  id.  if.  t:ix,v.}mi  Mm'lUiaM,  Aid.;  Biitlwr, 
•S.  K  X.  p.  IIIL' ;  Hume  4  Oimu,  AF.  si,  p.  31:! ;  Oatuin  Hmne't 
A'.  ^  E.  I'nd  ed,  iii,  p.  .17K 
Ilnutianipsi^  bengtilensig,  Shar/^e,  Cat.  B.  M.  ixiii,  p.  SI-"). 
ty«i™..   t*».y,   CA(hW,   H.  ;   IMi-r,   AU,ik  (J.  fiw  J.Terai;    tll-f 
m-ra.  AasiiiDMfe. 

Coloration,  fhitnle  (and.  according  to  some,  male  in  winter 
plumage). — UpptT  parts  sandy  buff,  mottled  and  blotL-hed  with 
blackish  brown  or  blank  ;  crown  u)ostly  Mack  with  n  pale  mesiitl 
streak  ;  hind  neck  finely  speckled  with  black  and  with  pale  shitft- 
Ktripes;  back,  scapubrs,  and  tertiaries  black,  with  bnfT  V-thaped 
markings  and  mullling  ;  rump  and  upper  fnil-coverts  more  unifunn. 
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mixed  buff  and  dark  brown  ;  wing-coverts  paler,  pale  buff  pre- 
dominating;  prinmrv  coverts  and  quills  brownish  black  with 
white  mottling,  forming  more  or.  less  distinct  bars  confined  to 
inner  webs  of  iirst  primaries  and  to  outer  webs  and  tips  of  later 
secondaries,  on  which  the  mottling  is  buff;  tail  rufous-buff,  with 
black  mottling  and  cross-bars ;  chin  and  throat  white ;  lores  and 
sides  of  head  and  neck  and  lower  parts  from  throat  pale  sandy 
buff,  with  a  few  black  markings  on  sides  of  head,  neck,  and  breast, 
on  fore  neck  and  upper  breast ;  under  wing-coverts  much  blotched 
with  black ;  axillaries  black. 

The  male  in  breeding-phimage  has  a  long  median  erectile  crest 
on  the  head  and  nape,  and  the  feathers  of  the  chin,  throat,  and 
fore  neck  are  conspicuously  elongated.  Head,  neck,  and  lower 
parts  black  :  back  and  scapulars  black,  with  mottlings  and  a  few 
narrow  V-shaped  markings  of  buff;  outer  scapulars  entirely  black  ; 
wing-coverts  white;  ])rimaries  and  secondaries  white,  except  a 
progressively  diminishing  portion  of  the  outer  web  on  the  first 
2  or  3  primaries  and  the  tips  of  the  first  6  or  7,  which  are  black, 
as  also  an  increasing  portion,  chiefiy  on  the  inner  web.  of  the 
later  secondaries ;  tertiaries  mottled  black  and  buff  like  the  back, 
and  with  black  cross-bars ;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  black 
speckled  with  buff;  tail-feathers  black,  the  middle  two  or  three 
pairs  with  mottled  buff  bars,  gradually  disappearing  on  the  outer 
feathers,  which  are  all  tipped  white. 

The  black  plumage  of  the  male  is  acquired  by  a  moult,  and  is 
retained  partly  or  wholly  by  some  birds  in  the  winter ;  but  in 
others,  probably  younger,  it  appears  to  be  replaced  by  the  ordinary 
^arb  of  the  female.  Blyth  noticed  the  latter  change  repeatedly  in 
birds  kept  in  confinement. 

Bill  dusky  above,  yellowish  beneath  ;  irides  brown  in  males, 
dull  yellow  in  females ;  legs  dingy  pale  yellowish  (Jerdon).  Irides 
pale  yellow  to  golden  in  both  sexes  (Hume). 

Length  of  male  about  26  ;  tail  6'5  ;  wing  13*5 ;  tarsus  06 ;  bill 
from  gape  2*5.     Females  are  larger  in  general :  wing  14  to  14*75. 

Digtribution,  The  country  between  the  base  of  the  Himalayas 
and  the  Ganges  River,  together  with  the  ])lain  of  Assam.  Eare 
stragglers  have  occurred  west  of  the  Ganges  as  far  as  the  Jumna, 
but  not  farther  west.  This  Bustard  is  most  common  in  the  grass 
of  the  Terai. 

Habits,  ^'c.  Very  similar  to  those  of  S,  aurita,  but  the  larger 
Florican  is  resident  in  the  high  grass  of  the  Gangetic  plain  (not, 
however,  in  thick  cover),  and  does  not  migrat.e ;  it  has  also  a  slower 
and  heavier  flight.  The  cocks  have  the  same  habit  of  jumping  up 
above  the  grass  in  the  breeding-season,  June  and  July.  According 
to  Hodgson,  these  birds  do  not  pair,  and  the  female  lays  two  eggs 
beside  a  tuft  of  grass  in  deep  cover,  without  any  nest.  The  only 
egg  of  which  the  measurements  are  recorded  was  2*6  by  1*76, 
diul  pale  green  stone-colour,  sparingly  streaked  and  blotched  with 
dull  brown.  This  Plorican  is  one  of  the  most  delicious  game- 
birds  of  India. 


Order  XVII.  LIMICOL/E. 

The  bulk  of  the  present  order  consists  of  the  Plovers  aad  Snipes 
with  iheir  alliea ;  with  these  are  united  the  Slone-Curlewc, 
Coursers,  Pratincoles,  and  Jagiuiis,  besides  two  Neotropical  and 
Antarctic  families  { (7Aioni(/»rfii!  and  ThiruKoriJa)  not  represented  in 
India.  The  birds  named  form  a  fairly  natural  group,  having 
distinct  relations  on  one  side  with  the  Gulls,  and  being  connected 
on  the  other  by  the  Plovers  with  PUroelei  and  the  PigeonB,  and 
tbruugh  (Edienemvt  with  the  Bustards. 

In  the  Limieohr  the  bill  varies  greatly,  but  is  generally  slender, 
ond  the  nostril  is  situated  in  a  groove  or  depression  at  the  side  of 
the  bill.  The  tibia,  with  but  few  exceptions,  i*  naked  for  some 
distance  above  the  tibio-tarsal  joint.  The  wings  as  a  rule  am 
long,  and  most  of  the  birds  ore  strong  flyers ;  many  are  migratory. 
The  spinal  feather-tract  is  forked  on  the  upper  back  except  in 
(Edicnemida,  and  the  doraal  naked  tmtt  or  aptcrium  is  well 
developed  anteriorly.  An  aftershaft  is  always  present,  but  varies 
in  size.  There  are  eleven  primary  quills;  the  tifth  secondary  is 
vanting.     There   is  a  tufted   oil-gland,  and  csca  are  oluays 


The  palate  is  sebizognathuns  *,  and  the  vomer  well  developed, 
pointed  in  front ;  basipterygoid  processes  vary.  The  furcuta  is 
U-shaped,  strong,  and  complete.  The  sternum  has  usually  two 
notches  on  each  side  of  the  posterior  border,  but  there  are  several 


'   ThankuUorCiaradriiup/Ki'u/M.  theaolden  Plot«r,  la  figured,  Vol.  Ill, 
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exceptions  with  only  one  pair  o£  incisions.      Two  carotids  are 
alwajrs  present. 

The  eggs  vary,  but  are  in  general  pale  brown  or  olive,  and 
double-spotted.  The  young  are  batched  covered  with  down  and 
able  to  run. 

Indian  families  of  Limicohn  are  thus  distinguisJied. 

#r.  Holorhinal ;  nostrils  pervious (SdicnemidaB,  p.  203. 

6.  Schizorhinal  *. 

a'.  Nostrils  impervious • QlareoUdaB,  p.  209. 

b\  Nostrils  pervious. 

a'\  No  basipteryffoid  proceases DromadidUe,  p.  207. 

b".  Basipterygoia  processes  present. 

a^.  Toes  and  claws  enormously  long   . .     ParridaB,  p.  207. 

b\  Toes  and  claws  moderate  * Charadriidas,  p.  220. 


Family  (EDICNEMIDjE. 

Holorhinal ;    nostrils   pervious  ;    no   basipterygoid    processes. 

Cervical  vertebrae  16.     No  hind  toe,  the  three  anterior  toes  united 

by  a  membrane  at  the  base ;  tarsus  long,  reticulated  all  round. 

Spinal  feather-tract  not  forked  on  the  upper  back.    Eyes  very 

large,  the  birds  being,  to  a  considerable  extent,  nocturnal.     They 

build  no  nest  and  lay  on  the  ground  two  eggs,  stone-coloured  and 

double-spotted.     The  nestling  is  covered  with  down  of  a  sandy 

colour  with  two  black  lines  down  the  back. 

The  Stone-Curlews  or  Stone-Plovers  have  a  great  resemblance 
to  Bustards,  and  are  associated  with  them  by  some  naturalists. 
They  are,  however,  far  more  nearly  allied  to  the  Plovers.  Tvio 
genera  occur  in  India. 

-Key  to  the  Genera. 

a.  Bill  not  longer  than  head,  and  not  compressed .     (Edicnkmus,  p.  203. 

b.  Bill  much  lunger  than  head  and  compressed  . .     EsacuS;  p.  205. 

Genus  (EDIGNEMIJS,  Temm.,  1815. 

Bill  shorter  than  the  head,  stout,  straight,  broader  at  the  base 
than  high  ;  nostrils  elongate,  in  a  shallow  groove-like  depression  ; 
eyes  very  large ;  forehead  high  ;  wing  long,  pointed,  2nd  primary 


-  Plwfianus  is  an  exception,  but  it  is  not  Indian.  Tbe  figures  on  the  opposite 
page  are  intended  to  show  the  difference  between  holorhinal  and  schizorhiuaL 
btructure.  In  the  former  the  external  hinder  border  of  the  osseous  nares  is 
simple  and  usually  rounded  ;  in  the  latter  the  orifioe  is  prolonged  posteriorly, 
-  and  terminates  in  a  narrow  fissure  between  the  processes  of  tlie  nasal  bonus. 
This  fissure  varies  in  length  and  direction  in  different  birds. 
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as  a  rule  longest ;  tail  of  12  feathers,  of  moderate  length,  sUghtly 
rounded ;  only  3  toes  ;  nail  of  middle  toe  broad,  dilated  ou  the 
inner  side. 

This  genus  contains  eight  species  found  nearly  throughout  the 
temperate  and  tropical  regions  oi  the  Old  World  and.  in  Central 
and  South  America.     A  single  species  is  Indian. 


1418.  (Edicuemnfi  scolopax.     T?ie  Stone-Curlew, 

Charadrius  cBdicnemus,  ZtViTi.  Syst,  Nat.  i,  p.  255  (17i^). 

ChHradrius  scolopax;  S,  G.  GmeL  Ueis,  JiussL  iii,  p.  87,  pi.  10 
(1774). 

Q^^iicnemuft  crepitans.  Temm,  Man,  <VOm,  p.  322  (1815);  Blyth^ 
Cat.  p.  2G0 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  054 ;  Blanf.  J,  A.  S.  H.  xxxviii, 
pt.  2,  p.  UK);  id.  Ibis,  1870,  p.  470;  7/t/me,  8.  F.  i,  p.  232; 
Adam,  ibid.  p.  305;  Butler,  S.  P.  iv,  p.  14. 

(Kdicnemus  incticu.«,  Saloadori,  Atti  Sor.  Ital,  Sc.  Nat.  viii,  p.  380 
(18<'5);  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  581 ;  Stoiiczka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2, 
p.  251 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  227. 

O^Micnemus  scolopax,  Dresner,  Birds  Eur.  vii,  p.  401,  pi.  512  ;  Hume 
if  Dav.  S.  F.  VI,  p.  4o8 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  HoU ;  Doif/,  .V.  F.  viii, 
p.  371 ;  Lef/ffe,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  009 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p  82  ;  Butler, 
ibid.  p.  427  ;  Reid,  S.  P.  x,  p.  07:  Davison,  ibid.  p.  413 ;  Oates, 
B.  B.  u,  p.  35(5 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  337  ;  Oates  in  Hume's 
A:.J-^.  2nded.  jii,  p.3;M. 

(Kdicnemus  oedicneinuH,  Sharps^  Cat.  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  4. 

The  Stone-Flover,  Jerdon  ;  Karwafwk,  Barsiri,  II, ;  Lambiof  Falconers  ; 
Khftrma,  Benj?. ;  Knledu,  Tel. ;  Kana  mosul^  Tarn. ;  Bastard  Floricaii  of 
some  Anglo-Indians. 

Coloration,  Upper  parts  ashy  brown,  varying  to  sandy  buif, 
more  or  less  rufescent  towards  the  edges  of  the  feathers,  and  with 
black  shaft- stripes  that  are  broadest  on  the  bnck,  narrow  on  the 
•rump  and  upper  tail- coverts  ;  hind  neck  often  paler  than  crown  ; 
lores  and  a  streak  from  thence  below  the  eye,  with  a  superciliary 
stripe,  creamy  white  ;  remainder  of  sides  of  head  pale  brown  with 
blackish  streaks ;  smaller  wing-coverts  rufous  brown,  streaked 
blackish,  a  white  or  whitish  bar  across  them;  median  coverts  ashy 
brown  with  whitish  ends,  blackish  fusiform  shaft-stripes,  and 
brown  patches  near  the  tips  ;  larger  coverts  white,  each  with  an 
oblique  subterminal  blackish  bar  ;  primary -co  verts  and  quills 
blackish  brown,  first  two  or  three  primaries  with  a  white  patch, 
by  far  largest  on  the  first,  later  primaries  with  their  tips  and  bases 
white,  earlier  secondaries  \\hite  on  basal  portion  of  inner  web; 
tail  ashy  brown,  all  the  feathers  except  the  middle  pair  with 
blackish  tips,  each  crossed  by  a  subterminal  white  bar;  lower 
parts  white,  fore  neck  rufous,  and,  together  with  the  upper  breast, 
streaked  with  dark  brown  shaft-stripes ;  under  tail-coverts  pale 
rufous.     Birds  from  dry  sandy  tracts  are  verv  pale-coloured. 

The  young  have  the  wing-coverts  and  tail-feathers  irregularly 
banded  darker.  The  nestling  is  clad  in  dark  sandy-grey  down 
with  a  few  black  stripes,  especially  two  down  the  back. 
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The  Indian  bird  is  on  an  average  smaller  than  the  European, 
and  has  generally  a  white  patch  od  the  third  primary  ;  this  patch 
is  asually  wanting  in  skins  from  Europe,  but  neither  distinction 
is  constant. 

Bill  black  at  the  end,  yellow  at  the  base  ;  irides  bright  yello\^', 
orbits  duller ;  legs  and  feet  yellow. 

Length  about  16;  tail  4-25;  wing  8*7  (from  825  to  95); 
tarsus  3  ;  bill  from  gape  2. 

DistrUmtion,  Central  and  Southern  Europe,  with  North  Africa^ 
Central  and  South-western  Asia,  and  throughout  ludia,  Ceylon, 
and  Burma  in  suitable  localities ;  resident  or  nearly  so. 

Hahitg,  ^'c,  Tliis  well-known  species  is  chiefly  found  on  dry 
stony  plains,  or  undulating  ground,  bare  or  with  scattered  bush  or 
scrub  jungle,  not  as  a  rule  on  hills,  rarely,  if  ever,  in  forest.  It  is 
a  wary  bird,  and  in  many  respects  resembles  a  Bustard  in  its 
habits,  having  the  same  trick  of  hiding  by  lying  down  on  the  bare 
ground,  when  it  becomes  very  difficult  to  detect.  It  has  a 
peculiar  long  wild  Curlew-like  cry,  and  is  somewhat  nocturnal; 
its  food  consists  of  insects,  worms,  snails,  &c.  The  flesh  is  said  to 
be  excellent.  It  breeds  from  February  to  August  in  India,  chiefly 
about  April,  and  lavs  generally  two,  sometimes  three  eggs,  pale 
buff  to  olive-green  in  colour,  blotched  with  black,  sometimes  with 
purplish  clouds  and  spots.  The  average  size  of  Indian  eggs  is 
1"9  by  1*39.    There  is  no  nest. 

Genus  ESACIJS,  Lesson,  1831. 

This  genus  is  distinguished  from  (Edicnemus  by  its  very  large 
and  massive  compressed  bill,  much  longer  than  the  head,  and 
measuring  from  the  gape  nearly  twice  the  length  ol:  the  middle  toe 
without  claw.  In  other  respects  the  two  genera  are  similar,  but 
whilst  (EUcnemtuis  a  bird  of  dry  open  stony  country,  Esactis  haunt« 
the  margins  of  rivers  and  the  sea. 

Only  two  species  are  known,  both  found  within  our  area.  By 
many  ornithologists  they  are  placed  in  distinct  genera,  on  account  of 
the  shape  of  the  bill  differing ;  but  as  there  is  no  other  distinction, 
I  agree  with  Hume  (S.  F.  v,  p.  121)  in  regarding  generic  separa- 
tiou  as  unnecessary. 

Key  to  the  Spfcies. 

a.  Oulnaen  almost  straight ;  6th  primary  brown, 

basal  portion  of  inner  web  white E.  recur virostrify  p.  205. 

6.  Culmen  curved,  convex  ;  6th  primary  white, 

except  a  brown  spot  on  outer  web  near  tip  . .     E.  magnirostrisy  p.  207. 

1419.  EsacTU  recnnrirostris.     The  Great  Stone-Phver. 

GGdicnemiis  recurvirostris,  Cuv.  Ehgne  An.  2«  ^d.  i,  p.  500  (1820). 
£8acus  recurvirosiris,  Lesson,   TraitS,  p.   647 ;  Bltfth,  Cat,  p.  260 ; 

Jerdofif  B,  I.  iii,  p.  662;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  232;  id.  M.  «J-  £. 

p.  570  J  id.  S,  R  iii,  p.  182 ;  Blyth  ^'  Wald.  Birds  Bunn.  p.  162  j 
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Butter,  S.F.i\;f.U:   *,p.282;   vii,p.l86;   ix,  pp.  290,  42"  ; 
Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  \i,  p.  458;  Ball,  S.  T.  lii,  p.  227  ;  Oiwu, 
Md.  p.  301;  Humt,  Cat.  no.  668;   leffge.  Bird*   Cet/l.p.  1174; 
Seid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  C7 ;  Davidian,  ibid.  p.  310 ;  Oattt,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  !i67 ;  Bama,  Bird*  Bam,  p.  .136 ;   Salradori,  Ann.  Xnt.  Cin. 
Gen.  (2)  iv,  p.  46;   Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  816;  Oafe»  in  Jiume'* 
y.  1^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  .335 ;  Shar/ie.  Cat.  B.  M.  iiiv,  p.  20. 
C*rviinw:a  grisea,  Ilodrjion,  J.  A.  «.  B.  v,  p.  776  (1836). 
Barrakaricanak,  II.;  Abi  of  Falconera ;  Gang  litai  (Ouigea  iKpwiog^, 
Bengal ;  Mien-zain,  Burmexe. 

Coloration.  Upper  plumage  light  ashy  brown  with  darker  ghaft- 
linea  ;  supercilia,  orbits,  forehead,  lorea,  and  a  stripe  on  each  side 
from  them  to  the  throat  white;  above  the  white  Bupercilium  is 
a  blackiah  atripe  joined  by  a  dark  line  running  in  front  of  the  orbit 
and  then  beneath  it  to  a  broad  black  band  including  ihe  ear-coverts  ; 
It  dark  stripe  from  below  the  gape  ;  smaller  wing-coverta  like  the 
back,  this  colour  limited  by  a  blackish-brown  band,  followed  by  a 
narrow   whitish  one  ;    median  and  greater  coverts  pearly  grey  : 


T-ig,  4&.-II.U 


■irU.     \. 


primary-coTerta  blackish  brown  ;  edge  of  wing  whit« ;  qiiilU  chieOy 
blackish,  the  first  three  primaries  crossed  more  or  less  «implet«ly 
by  a  white  band,  Cth  primary  with  basal  half  of  inner  «ob  white  ; 
later  primarits  white  at  base  and  tip;  tail-feathers  like  back, 
all  except  middle  pair  blackish  near  the  tip  with  a  subterminal 
white  band ;  lower  parts  white ;  fore  nnck  and  upper  breast 
tinged  iaabelline ;  under  tail-coverts  tinged  rufous. 

Base  of  bill  and  nostrils  vellow,  remainder  of  bill  black  ;  indes 
yellow  ;  legs  plumbeous  white  (Oalrt)  ;  legs  and  feet  pale  yellntvish 
green  (Lr;/<if). 

Length  20 ;  tail  4-5  ;  wing  1  Oo  ;  tarsus  3'25  ;  bill  from  Rape  3'4. 

Ditlrihution.  Plains  of  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  on  the  banks 
of  the  larger  rivers :  resident.  Found  in  Stnd  and  the  Punjab, 
but  not  known  farther  west. 

IfablU,  ifc.  This  bird  is  usually  sulitary  or  in  pairs,  and  is 
seldom  seen,  in  India  or  Burma,  anay  from  the  sandy,  stony,  or 
rocky  banks  of  rivers.  In  Ceylon,  according  to  Legce,  it  frefiueiitly 
haunts  the  sea-shore.  It  fonls  on  Crustacea,  mollusika,  and  occa- 
sionally insects.  It  is  partially  nocturnal,  ami  has  a  loud  bnrsh 
croaking  note.  It  lays  two  eggs  between  February  and  May  in 
river-beds,  on  the  sand  or  amongst  stones ;  the  eggs  are  stone- 
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coloured,  with  dark  blotches  and  secondary  purplish  markings,  and 
measure  about  2*15  by  1*6. 

1420.  EsacnB  magniroatria.     The  Australian  Stone-Plover. 

(Edicnemus  maffuirostris,  Geoff r,^  VxtUL  Nouv.   Diet,  tVHigt,  Nat, 

xxiii,  p.  231  (1818) ;  Seebohwy  Charadr,  p.  89. 
Esacus  inagnirostris,   Orai/f  Gen,  B,  iii,  p.  635 :  Hume^  S,  F.  ii, 

p.  290;  iv,  p.  293  ;  v,  p.  121 ;  id,  N.  Sr  JE,  p.  581 ;  Hume  ^  Dav. 

S.  F.  vi,  p.  458 ;  ITume,  Cat,  no.  858  bis ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N,  ^ 

E.  ?nd  ed.  iii,  p.  334. 
Orthorhamphus  magniroatris,  Salv,  Ucc.  Bom,  p.  312;  Shcwpe,  Cat, 

B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  22. 

This  species  is  nearly  allied  to  E,  recurvirogtris,  but  is  larger,  and 
may  be  at  once  recognized  by  its  very  differently  shaped  bill,  the 
upper  mandible  being  much  higher  and  the  ciJmen  curved  and 
convex,  not  straight.  The  differences  in  coloration  are  that  in  the 
present  species  the  plumage  is  generally  darker,  the  black  bands 
at  the  side  of  the  head  are  broader,  and  the  white  narrower  than 
in  E.  reatrvirostrisy  the  lores  being  blackish  almost  throughout ; 
the  smaller  wing-coverts  are  much  darker  brown,  the  white 
band  sacceeding  them  more  distinct,  the  6th  and  later  primaries 
almost  wholly  white,  except  a  few  patches  of  brown  near  the  end, 
the  secondaries  mostly  grey ;  the  chin  and  throat  are  white,  the 
breast  light  brownish  grey;  the  fore  neck  the  same  with  dark 
streaks  ;  the  abdomen  white,  often  tinged  with  rufous,  and  the 
under  tail-coverts  rufous  buff. 

Bill  blackish  or  greenish  homy ;  base  of  upper  mandible  and 
membrane  covering  the  nostrils  greenish  yellow ;  legs  and  feet 
yellow  (Hume)  ;  iris  pale  yellow  (J,  Gould). 

Length  22*5  ;  tail  4*5  ;  wing  11 ;  tarsus  3*25  ;  bill  from  gape  3*5. 

Distribution,  Shores  of  Australia  and  the  Malay  Archipelago  to 
Borneo.  Pound  on  the  sea-shore  of  the  Andaman  Islands  and 
Cocos,  but  not  hitherto  observed  at  the  Nicobars.  Davison  saw 
an  Esticus  in  the  Mergui  Archipelago,  but  this  might  perhaps  have 
been  E.  recurvirostrisy  which  has  been  noticed  by  Legge  in  Ceylon 
on  the  shore,  though  it  was  more  probably  the  present  species. 

Habits,  6fc,  Very  similar  to  those  of  the  preceding  species,  except 
that  this  is  a  bird  of  the  sea-shore.  Eggs  have  been  taken  on  the 
Cocos  and  Andaman  Islands,  in  March  and  April ;  they  resemble 
those  of  E,  recurvirostris,  but  are  larger,  measuring  2*6  by  1'75, 
and  are  laid  on  the  sand,  a  little  above  high-water  mark. 

Family  DROMADIDJE, 

Schizorhinal ;  nostrils  pervious,  perforated  in  tho  bill  itself, 
without  any  membranous  operculum  ;  no  basipterygoid  processes ; 
cervical  vertebrae  15. 

The  nidification  is  peculiar.  A  single  large  white  egg  is  laid  in 
a  hole  dug  in  the  sand. 
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This  family  consists  of  a  single  genus  and  species  inhabiting  the 
shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean.  There  has  been  much  discussion,  even 
before  the  peculiar  nest  and  egg  were  known,  as  to  the  affinities  of 
this  bird ;  Bljth,  on  account  chiefly  of  the  immature  plumage, 
regarding  it  as  an  aberrant  Tern,  whilst  Van  der  Hoeven,  from 
an  examination  of  the  skeleton,  placed  it  next  to  the  Oyster- 
catcher  (//i«m«r<02m«)  ;  and  A.  Milne-Edwards  showed  that  although 
essentially  related  to  the  latter  genus,  Dromas  exhibits  certain 
resemblances  to  the  Storks.  Gadow  *  includes  it  in  one  family 
with  CursontM  and  Olareola,  and  this  classification  is  adopted  in 
the  British  Museum  Catalogue,  though  Sharpe  t  in  his  own  system, 
like  Milne-Edwards  J  and  Fiirbringer  §,  makes  Dromas  the  type  of 
a  peculiar  family,  a  view  which  is  here  accepted,  on  account  of  the 
conflicting  relationships  exhibited. 

Genus  DROMAS,  Paykull,  1805. 

Bill  strong,  longer  than  head,  compressed,  smooth,  not  grooved  ; 
culmen  regularly  curvetl ;  angle  of  lower  mandible  prominent, 
situated  near  the  Imse ;  nostrils  oval,  near  base  of  bill,  situated 
in  a  small  depression,  not  in  a  groove ;  wings  long,  pointed,  1st 
quill  longest;  tail  nearly  even;  half  the  tibia  bare;  tarsi  long, 
shielded  in  front  and  behind  ;  toes  long,  much  webbed,  especially 
between  the  8rd  and  4th,  middle  claw  broad,  dilated  on  the  inner 
side,  and  notched  or  subpe<!tinated.  Feathers  of  interscapular^ 
tract  much  lengthened,  covering  the  lower  bock. 

1421.  Dromas  ardeola.    The  Crab-Plover. 

Dron>fis  ardeols,  Pat/kutl^  K,  iivensk.  Vet.-Ak.  Ilandl,  xxvi,  pp.  182, 
188,  pi.  8  (1H05) ;  Bli/th.  Cat,  p.  27'3 ;  id.  J,  A.  S,  B.  xxi,  p.  «i52 ; 
Jerihtiy  B,  /.  iii.  p.  OoS ;  Felzein,  Novara  Reise,  Vog.  p.  124; 
Blyih,  Ibin,  1807,  p.  \m ;  Beavan,  ihid.  p.  332;  v.  d.  Hoev.  Nova 
Acta  Acad.  C.  L.  xxxiii,  no.  7  ;  BuU^  6'.  F,  i,  p.  85 ;  Hume,  S.  F. 
ii,  pp.  69,  293  ;  Le^pe,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  2i^0,  iv,  p.  240  ;  Le  Mess.  S.  F. 
iii,  V.  878;  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  pp.  451,  404,  400;  Bfitier,  S,  F.  v, 
pp.  212,232,  2;W;  vii,  p.  180;  Iftime,  Cat.  no.  801 ;  id.  S.  F.  viii, 
p.  381  ;  Parker.  S.  F.  ix.  p  482 ;  Leqife,  Birds  CeyL  p.  991  ; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  339 ;  Oaies  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed. 
iii,  p.  327;  Finnv,  Jfmr.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  viii,  1893,  p.  320; 
Sharj)e,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  28. 

Coloration.  "White,  exct»pt  the  upper  back  and  elongate  inter- 
scapulars, the  greater  coverts,  and  the  outer  webs  and  ends  of  the 
inner  webs  of  the  primary  and  secondary  quills,  which  are  black  ; 
shafts  of  quills  white ;  a  small  speck  in  front  of  the  eye  and  another 
behind  also  black. 

Young  birtls  have  the  upper  parts  grey,  the  back  darker  and 
brownish,  the  nape  and  hind  neck  streaked  with  black.     After 


•  Bronn,  KIam.  Ordn.  Thi«r-reiohs,  ri,  pt  4.  p.  203. 

t  Review  o(  Kecent  AUempts  to  Clavify  Birclt,  p.  72. 

I  Madagascar,  toI.  xii,  Oiteaux,  p.  GU.  |  Untersuchungen,  p.  1228. 


GLABEOLIDJE.  209 

the  back  has  becomd  black  the  upi)er  parts  often  retain  a  pearly- 
grej  tiot. 

Bill  black;  irides  deep  brown;  leg4  and  feet  pale  glaucous  blue 
(Humu). 

Length  16 ;  tail  2*S ;  wing  8*25 ;  tarsus  3*7 ;  bill  from  gape 
275. 


Fig.  46.— Head  of  2>.  ardeola,    |. 

DUtribution.  Asiatic  and  African  shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
west  of  the  Malay  Peninsula,  including  the  Persian  Gulf  and 
Bed  Sea.  Local  throughout  the  shores  of  India  and  Ceylon  aud 
on  the  islands  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  the  Laccadives,  &c. 

HabUSf  Sfc,  The  Crab-Plover  keeps  to  the  sea-shore  or  the 
margin  of  salt  lakes,  and  is  found  as  a  rule  in  small  or  large 
flocks,  sometimes  much  scattered.  It  feeds  chiefly  on  crabs.  It 
runs  actively  and  flies  well,  occasionally  uttering  a  low,  rather 
musical  call.  This  bird  breeds  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  in  Cevlon 
about  May,  and  lays  a  single  egg  at  the  end  of  a  hole  in  sand  near 
the  shore.  The  hole  is  dug  by  the  bird  obliquely  in  the  form  of 
a  bow  curving  up  towards  the  end,  which  is  about  4  feet  from  the 
entrance ;  there  is  no  lining.  The  egg  is  pure  white,  much  like 
that  of  a  Shearwater,  and  remarkably  large  for  the  size  ol  the 
bird,  measuring  2*54  by  1-77. 

FamUy  GLAREOLIDiE. 

Scbixorhinal  (with  the  exception  of  Pluvianu9)\  nostrils  im- 
pervious, oval,  more  or  less  protected  by  membrane,  situated  in  a 
basal  depression,  not  a  groove ;  no  basipterygoid  processen ;  cervical 
vertebras  16  ;  middle  toe  pectinated  ;  tarsus  trau«ver«ely  sliii-lded 
in  front  and  behind. 

Eggs  coloured  much  like  those  of  Plovers,  buff  or  j»tone-e()lourf^I, 
spotted  and  blotched  with  black  or  brown,  but  more  round Iv  oval 
in  shape  and  less  pointed  at  the  smaller  end. 

This  &mily,  which  is  conflned  to  the  Easf<*m  hemi^phen*,  com- 
prises the  Coursers  and  Pratincoles,  which  form  subfamilir-*  thu« 
distinguished : — 

a.  No  hind  toe;  tarsus  long, about  \  wing  . .      Ourmiuim^,  p,  5^1 0, 
i.  A  hind  toe ;  tarsus  moderatf,  about  ^  wing.     (Jhftoiimf,  p  :^14, 

TOL.  IT.  '  f 
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Subfamily  CURSORIIN^. 

Key  to  the  Genera, 

a.  Bill  slightly  curved ;  br«>ast  inrithout  bands  . .     CunsoBitrs,  p.  210. 

b.  Bill  straight ;  breast  transversely  banded  ....     Bhinoptilub,  p.  212. 

Genus  CUBSORIUS,  Latham,  1790. 

The  Coursers  or,  as  Jerdon  calls  them,  the  Courier  Plovers,  are 
birds  about  the  size  of  a  Lapwing,  and,  like  the  Stone-Curlews, 
show  certain  resemblances  to  Bustards  both  in  structure  and 
distribution.  The  genus  occurs  sparingly  in  Southern  Europe,  it 
is  found  throughout  Africa,  and  all  over  South-western  Asia  with 
the  Indian  Peninsula  and  Ceylon,  but  not  farther  east.  Of  fire 
known  species  two  occur  in  India. 

The  bill  in  Cursorius  is  moderately  long,  slender,  and  slightly 
arched.  The  wings  are  pointed,  the  1st  and  2nd  quills  subequal, 
the  Ist  generally  the  longer.  Tail  short,  nearly  even..  Tarsus 
and  bare  tibia  slender  and  shielded  in  front  and  behind;  no 
hind  toe,  anterior  toes  short,  middle  toe  much  longer  than  the 
others,  and  its  claw  expanded  on  the  inner  side  and  slightly 
pectinated. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Crown  chestnut  throughout C.  coromandelicue^  p.  210. 

h.  Crown  rufous  in  front,  ashy  grey  behiud . .     C  yaliicus,  p.  211. 

1422.  CursoriuB  coromandelicus.     The  Indian  Courser, 

Charadrius  coromandelicus,  Gm.  Sysf.  Nat.  i,  p.  602  (1788). 
Cursorius  coroniandelicue,  Blyth^  Vat,   p.   259 ;  Jerdon^  B,  I,   iii. 


p.  626 ;  HaycS'Lloydj  Ibis,  1873,  p.  415;  Adam,  S,  F,  i,  p.  393  ; 


Beid^  S.  F.  X,  p.  64 ;  Hvme^  ibid,  p.  412  ;  Barties,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  324 ;  id.  Jour,  Bom.  N.  H.  Sac.  i.  p.  57 ;  vi,  p.  15,  ^^,  840 ; 
Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  241  ;  Oates  in  Hume^s  A,  (j-  £.  2nd  ed.  iii, 
p.  li2S ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  39. 

The  Indian  Cmtrier  Plover,  Jerdon ;  2svhri,  H. ;  Terra  chitauraj 
Durawayi,  Tel. 

Coloration,  Crown  chestnut,  darker  behind,  the  long  occipital 
feathers  concealing  a  black  nuchal  spot;  long  white  superuiiia 
meeting  at  the  nape,  bordered  below  by  a  black  band  that  includes 
lores,  orbits,  and  ear-coverts,  and  also  extends  round  the  nape  ; 
behind  the  black  there  is  a  rufous  collar;  upper  plumage  sandy 
brown ;  primary-coverts,  primaries,  and  secondaries  black,  secon* 
daries  grey  towards  the  ends,  with  white  tips,  passing  gradually 
into  the  colour  of  the  t-ertiaries  and  back ;  upper  tail-coverts 
"x^'hite ;    middle  tail-feathers   like  the  back,  the  others  greyish 
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bron-n  at  tlie  baae,  then  black  and  tipped  white,  the  white  tips 
increasing  on  the  outer  feathers  till  the  autermost  pair  are  whit« 
tbmugboiit  i  chiu  white ;  throat  paasiog  into  the  rufous  of  the 
neck  and  breast,  which  deepens  gradually  into  chestnut  on  the 


Fig.  il.—Jtald  ol  C.  coroaiandelL^M.     ). 

lower  breast  and  into  a  black  patch  on  the  uppter  abdomen  ;  sides 
of  breast  and  aiillaries  coloured  like  back ;  lower  abdomen  with 
flanks  and  lower  tail-coverts  white. 

Toung  birds  are  buff  above,  irregularly  barred  with  black, 
baring  a  pale  superciliutu  ;  quills  black  ;  breast  dull  rufous  with 
black  markings  ;  chin  and  abdomen  white. 

Bill  black ;  irides  dark  brown ;  tarsus  creamy  white  (Jei-ilon). 
The  legs  and  feet  have  an  enamelled  or  china-white  aspect. 

Length  9  ;  tail  225  ;  wing  6  ;  tarsus  2-1 ;  bill  from  gape  M. 

DittrHiution.  The  Indian  Peniusuln  from  the  base  of  the  Hima- 
l»yas,  also  the  extreme  north  of  Ceylon,  on  open  dry  plains  au'ny 
from  forest.  Rare  on  the  Malabar  coast  and  in  Lower  Bengal, 
and  replaced  in  most  ports  of  Cutch  and  Sind,  and  in  the  north- 
west Panjab  by  the  next  species. 

tfabiU,  Jjfc.  This  bird  is  generally  seen  running  about  quickly, 
singly  or  in  small  partie!>,  on  open  sandy  or  stony  ground ;  iis 
raovements  being  much  like  those  of  the  Stone-Curlew  or  of 
Bustards,  and  it  lives  on  insects.  It  breeds  from  March  to  July, 
and  lays,  on  the  bare  ground,  usually  two,  sometimes  three  eggs, 
hruadly  oval,  stone-coloured,  thickly  spotted  and  blotched  with 
black,  and  measuring  about  1-19  by  -97. 

1423.  CuTSOrins  gallietit.     The  Cream-eoUmred  Courser. 

rharadnus  gallicua,  Gm.  &/»t.  Nat.  i,  p.  603  (1788). 

Curaorius  pillii^us,  Jtrdrm,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  874  ;  Bli/th,  Ibu,  lftfi7, 
p.  1(8;  Hume,  IbU,  1868,  p.  239;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p. 228;  Adam,ibid. 
p.  303:  Butttr.  S.  F.  iv,  p.  Jl  ;  v,  p.  232;  Hume.  Cat.  no.  840 
bis ;  Banta,  BiiiU  Bom.  p.  824 ;  id.  Jimr.  Bom.  .V.  It.  Sue.  vi, 
p.  16;  Seebohm,  Charaiir.  p.  2515:  SI.  John,  Ibis,  1880,  p.  175: 
Oatei  M  Humes  N.  ^  E.  2ad  ed.  ill,  p.  325 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  .W. 
iiiv,  p.  34. 

Cursonus  juiie«<ODi,  Jerdon,  S.  I.  iii,  p.  875 ;  Stoliexka,  J,  A.  S.  B. 
ili,  pt.  2,  p.  250. 
72e  European  Couriei'  Ptover,  Jerdon. 

CoioTation.    Crown   light   rufous,   in  front   ashy   grey  on    the 
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occiput,  the  grey  feathers  partly  concealing  a  nuchal  black  patch ; 
white  snpercilia,  meeting  behind  the  nape,  and  bordered  throughout 
beneath  by  a  black  band  running  from  one  eye  to  the  other ;  lores 
and  chin  creamy  whit-e,  sides  of  face  buff ;  upper  parts  generally 
rufous  buff;  primary-coverts  and  primaries  black,  secondaries 
blackish  on  the  inner  webs,  tipped  with  white  and  bordered 
externally  with  rufous  buff,  which  gradually  grows  broader  on  the 
inner  feathers;  tail-feathers  like  back,  all,  except  the  median 
pair  (which  have  sometimes  a  s^bterminal  black  spot),  with  a  sub- 
terminal  black  band  and  white  tip ;  lower  parts  buff,  paler  and 
less  rufous  than  the  back ;  lower  abdomen  and  under  tail-coverts 
white  ;  wing-lining  and  axillarie^  black. 

Young  birds  sandy,  with  many  black  bands  throughout,  paler 
below. 

Bill  black ;  legs  yellowish  white  (Jerdon).  Iris  umber-brown 
(v.  Heuglin), 

Length  10 ;  tail  2*5 ;  wing  6'5 ;  tarsus  2*25 ;  bill  from  gape 
1-4. 

Distribution.  Dry  barren  tracts  of  Southern  Europe,  Northern 
Africa,  and  South-western  Asia,  as  far  east  as  Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan,  and  North-western  India.  This  species  is  found 
in  the  Punjab,  Sind,  Bajputana  as  far  east  as  Ajmir,  Jodbpur, 
and  Erinpura,  and  in  Cutch. 

Habits,  Sfc,  \qty  similar  to  those  of  C.  coromandelicus.  The 
eggs  resemble  those  of  C.  coro^nandelicus  in  number  and  size,  but 
are  much  paler,  light  stone-coloured,  thickly,  rather  finely  spotted 
with  brown  and  pale  lilac.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  bird  breeds 
in  India,  there  being  evidently  some  mistake  about  the  eggs  found 
near  Sirsa,  and  formerly  attributed  to  this  species  by  Hume. 


Genus  EHINOPTILUS,  Strickland,  1850. 

This  is  almost  entirely  an  Ethiopian  genus,  no  less  than  seven 
species  being  known  from  Tropical  and  Southern  Africa,  whilst  a 
solitary  species,  of  great  rarity,  is  peculiar  to  a  small  portion  of 
the  Indian  Peninsula.  From  Cursorius  the  present  form  is  only 
distinguished  by  having  the  bill  shorter  than  the  head,  straight, 
and  somewhat  broader  at  the  base,  a  rounder  wing,  with  the  2nd 
and  3rd  primaries  longest,  and  a  band  across  the  breast;  the 
differences  being  scarcely  of  generic  value.  The  eyes  are  large, 
and  the  bird  may  perhaps  have  crepuscular  habits. 

1424.  RhinoptiluB  bitorquatns.     Jerdorts  Courser, 

Mrtcrotarsius  bitorquatus^  Jei'don,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S,  B.   xvii,  pt.   1, 

p.  254  (1848) ;  id.  Cat.  p.  260. 
Khinoptiliis  bitorquatns,  htricJdandf  P.  Z.  S.  1850,  p.  220:  Jerdon^ 

B.  I.  iii,  p.  6t?8  ;  Blanford,  Ibi*,  1867,  p.  402 ;  id.  J.   A.  S.  B. 

xxxviii,  pt.  2,  p.  190 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  841  j  Sharpe,  Cot.  B.  M, 

xxiv,  p.  50. 
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CiinoriiM  bitorquatus,  Seebokniy  Idts,  1880,  p.  119;    id.  Charadi\ 
p.  247,  pi.  xiii. 

The  Dombte-banded  Plover,  JerdoD  ;  Adapa-icuta-titti)  Tel. 

Cohradon,  CrowD  dark  brown,  with  a  buff  median  band ;  foi-e- 
bead,  lores,  and  long  broad  supercilia,  passing  completely  round 
the  nape,  white  ;  a  brown  band  streaked  with  black  beneath  the 
eye,  extending  over  the  ear-coverts ;  upper  parts  bro\*Ti :  Ming- 
coverts  slightly  paler;  across  the  ^ing  is  a  broad  white  band 
formed  of  the  outer  median  and  the  greater  coverts ;  primary- 
eoverta,  primaries,  and  most  of  the  secondaries  black,  a  broad 
white  bajid  crossing  obliquely  the  first  two  primaries  near  the 
end,  a  large  white  spot  on  the  3rd  primary  and  a  small  round  spot 
on  the  4th  ;  inner  webs  of  secondaries  chiefly  white,  and  white 
edgings  to  the  outer  webs  of  the  brown  tertiaries ;  upper  tail- 
coverts  white  ;  tail  blackish  brown,  the  feathers  white  at  the  base 
and  with  white  spots  at  the  tips,  the  amount  of  white  increasing 
on  the  outer  feathers ;  chin  and  throat  huffy  white,  passing  on 
the  fore  neck  into  pale  chestnut,  followed  by  two  narrow  white 
band^,  both  dark-ed<?ed  behind,  the  posterior  in  front  also ;  the 
two  divided  by  a  much  broader  brown  gorget ;  remainder  of  lower 
parts  creamy  white. 

Bill  blackish  at  the  tips  of  both  mandibles,  pale  yellow  at  the 
base  and  as  far  as  the  nostrils  ;  gape  yellow ;  iris  umbei^brown  ; 
legs  pale  yellowish  white  with  a  fleshy  tinge,  soles  flesh-coloured, 
nails  horny. 

Length  10*25;  tail  2*5;  wing  6"5;  tarsus  2*7;  bill  from  gape 
1-05. 

Distribution.  Forest  countrv  from  the  Goduvari  vaJlev  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mjidras.  Jerdon  discovered  this  species  near 
Nellore  and  Cuddapah,  and  I  met  with  it  close  to  Sironcha  on  the 
Godavari  and  again  near  Bhadrachalam,  where  however  it  was 
very  far  from  common.  This  bird  must  have  a  very  restricted 
range,  as  no  other  observer  is  known  to  have  met  with  it.  ^'either 
Jerdon  nor  Bail  saw  it  in  Bastar. 

Habits,  iJT.  I  first  saw  three  birds  together  in  May  1867  ; 
afterwards,  in  March  lvS71,  I  twice  found  pairs,  and  1  succeeded 
in  each  case  in  shooting  one,  a  male.  The  birds  did  not  appear 
on  dissection  to  be  breeding.  They  were  in  thin  forest  or 
high  scrub,  never  in  open  ground,  and  I  never  saw  any  on  hills. 
Their  appearance  on  the  ground  is  Courser-like,  but  the  flight 
ig  more  rapid,  more  like  that  of  Sarciophorus,  Jerdon  states 
that  this  bird  occasionally  utters  a  plaintive  cry.  The  eggs  are 
unknown. 
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Subfamily  GLAREOLINiE. 

Genus  OLABEOLA,  Brisson,  1760. 

This  genus  consists  of  a  well-marked  group  of  birds,  commonly 
known  as  Pratincoles,  but  called  Swallow-Plovers  by  Jerdon. 
The  latter  name  is  appropriate,  for  the  species  resemble  Swallows 
both  in  some  details  of  structure  and  in  flight.  They  keep  much 
to  river-beds  and  the  borders  of  tanks  and  bnclrwaters,  they  feed  on 
insects,  and  lay  from  2  to  4  eggs  in  a  small  hollow  in  the  sand, 
without,  as  a  rule,  any  lining.  They  possess  to  a  remarkable 
extent  the  habit,  common  to  many  Plovers,  of  feigning  inability  to 
fly  in  order  to  distract  the  attention  of  men,  nnd  probably  of 
animals,  from  their  eggs  and  young,  a  favourite  ruse  with  Olareola 
being  to  lie  prone  on  the  ground  with  wings  extended. 

In  this  genus  the  bill  is  short,  broad,  and  rather  high  at  the 
base ;  the  culmen  much  arched  and  the  gape  wide  ;  the  nostril  is 
in  a  depression  at  the  base  of  the  bill ;  wings  long  and  narrow, 
generally  when  closed  extending  some  distance  beyond  the  tail ; 
1st  primary  longest ;  tarsus  short,  scutulate  before  and  behind ; 
hind  toe  well  developed,  raised  above  the  anterior  toes  at  the 
base;  lateral  toes  short,  the  outer  and  middle  toe  united  by  n 
short  web ;  claws  long,  that  of  the  middle  toe  distinctly  pectinated 
on  the  inner  margin. 

Nine  species  of  Olareola  are  known,  inhabiting  the  greater  part  of 
the  Eastern  hemisphere:  of  these  three  occur  in  India,  two  of 
which  belong  to  the  typical  section  of  the  genus  with  forked  tails  : 
the  third,  with  the  tail  almost  even,  is  by  many  placed  with  flvo 
other  species  in  a  distinct  genus,  Oalactorhrysfa. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Tail  deeply  forked ;  winpr  7-8  inches. 

a'»  Outer  tail-leathen  exceed  median  pair  by 

0-75-l':?r>  inches G.  orientalis,  p.  214. 

b'.  Outer  tail-feathers  exceed  median  pair  by 

1  •6-2'0  inches G.  nraiincolay  p.  210. 

h.  Tail  nearly  even  ;  wing  under  6  inches  ....     G,  lactM,  p.  210. 

1425.  Glareola  orientaliB.      I7ie  Large  Indian  Pratincole  or 

Swallow-Plover. 

Glareola  onentalig,  Leaeh^  Tram,  Linn.  Snr,  xiii,  p.  132,  pi.  xiii 
(1821) ;  Jili/th,  Cat.  p.  259;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  031 ;  BlyOk,  Ma, 
1807.  p.  1(W ;  BaU,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  287;  Hume,  S.  F.  ii, 
p.  284;  Field,  ibid  j>.  406;  Wardl.-Bame.  Ibis,  1877,  p.  -^9 
Hume  <j*  Dav.  S.  !>.  vi,  p.  454 ;  OeUetj  iV.  F.  y\\y  p.  49 ;  Hume* 
Cat.  no.  842 ;  Doig,  S.  F.  viii,  p  376 ;  Le^pe,  Birde  Oyl.  p.  080 ; 
Butirr,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  425;  Dai^eon,  8.  F.  x,  p.  318 ;  Oat^  B.  B. 
ii,  p.  301 ;  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  258 :  Bamee,  Birds  Bom.  p.  325 ; 
id.  Jour.  Bofn.  *V.  H.  Soc,  vi,  p.  17;  Oatee  in  Hume'e  ^.  ^  E. 
2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  319 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxiv,  p.  58. 

The  Large  Swallow- Plover^  Jerdon. 
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Coloration.  Tipper  plumage  brown,  with  &n  oUre  tinge  when 
freshly  moulted,  back  of  neck  slightly  rufous ;  primaries  and 
wriier  secondaries  blackish,  the  secondaries  gradually  paaaing  into 
<he  brou'ii  of  the  tertiaries  \  shaft  of  1st  primary  whitish  ;  upper 
tail-coverts  white;  tail-feathera  white  at  the  base,  broadly  tipped 
"ith  blackish  brown,  most  broadly  on  the  median  pair;  lores 
black ;  chin  and  throat  pale  rufous,  surrounded  by  a  narrow  black 
hand  running  from  above  the  gape  on  each  side  and  slightly 
berdered  by  white  inside ;  upper  breast  brown,  pasning  down- 
wards into  rufous,  which  again  passes  into  the  whit«  of  the 
■bdumea  and  lower  tail-coverta ;  axillaries  and  under  wiog-coverta, 
vicept  near  the  edge  of  the  wing,  chestnut. 

Young  birds  in  their  first  plumage  have  the  feathers  of  the 
upper  parts  with  blackish  ends  and  buff  terminal  spots,  no  gorget, 
and  the  throat  marked  with  brown  longitudinal  strtnks ;  the  breast 
dark.  The  upper  plumage  becomes  uniform  before  the  gorget 
is  assumed. 


Fig.  48.— Htad  of  G. 


Bill  black ;   gape  red ;   irides  dark  brown :  feet  dusky  black 

(Jtrdon). 
Length  9-5  ;  tail  to  end  of  outer  feathen  3  :  wing  7-2{i ;  tarsus 

1'3;    bill  from  gape  1.     The  outer  rectrices  are  0'75    to  1*:^^ 

longer  than  the  middle  pur. 
Dittribution.    India,    Ceylon,   and    Burma,   locally   distribuled, 

keeping  to  the  plains,  also  in  the  Andamans  and  Nicobars,  through 

China  to  Eastern  Siberia,  and  through  the  Malay  countries  and 
Archipelago  to  Northern  Australia. 

Babitt,  4'c-  This  Pratincole  is  generally  found  about  the  sandy 
W)  of  Urge  rivers,  around  tanks  or  open  marshes,  or  on  sandy 
plains,  as  a  rule  in  flocks  that  rest  during  the  day  on  the  sand, 
■nd  hunt  in  the  air  for  insects  in  the  nioruings  and  evenings.  In 
[jUcw  this  species  is  migratory,  but  it  has  been  found  breeding  in 
8ind,  near  Calcutta,  in  Ceylon,  and  in  Pegu.  It  feeds  principally 
on  moths,  coleoptera,  and  hemiptera.  The  breeding -season  in 
P^  and  Sind  is  in  April  and  May,  and  two  or  three  eggs  are 
Win  a  small  hollow  in  the  sand.  The  eggs  are  broad  ovals, 
*Bry  like  those  of  Curtoriut,  of  a  pale  stone  colour,  densely 
blotched  and  spotted  with  blackish  brown,  and  measuring  about 
118  by  -93. 
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1426.  Olareola  pratincola.     The  ColUired  Pratincole, 

Ilinuido  pratincolH,  Linn.  Syst.  Naf.  i,  p.  345  (1766). 

Glareola  pmtincola,  Blyth,  /W»,  1867,  p.  163;   BUmf.  8,  F.  iv, 

p.  507;  Butler,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  186;  ix,  p.  425;  Humey  Cat.  no. 

H42  bis ;  Boiff,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  376 ;   Vidal,  &  F.  ix,  p.  78 ;  Swinhoe, 

Ihin,  1882,  p.  120  ;  Barrws,  Birds  Bom,  p.  326 ;  Seebohm^  Charadr. 

p.  250 ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  Sr  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  318;  Sharpe,  Cat, 

B,  M,  xxiv,  p.  63. 

This  species  is  very  similar  to  0,  orientalisj  but  may  be  dis- 
tinguished by  its  longer,  more  deeply  forked  tail,  the  outer 
rectrices  exceeding  the  middle  pair  as  a  rule  by  2  inches,  and 
scarcely  ever  by  less  than  1^.  Generally,  too,  the  tips  of  the 
secondaries  are  white  in  the  present  species,  and  the  throat  and 
lower  breast  are  less  strongly  tinged  with  rufous. 

Length  9  ;  tail  to  end  of  outer  feathers  4'3  ;  wing  7*5  ;  tarsus 
1*2 ;  bill  from  gape  1. 

Distribution.  A  migratory  bird,  occurring  in  summer  in  Central 
and  Southern  Europe,  and  throughout  a  large  area  in  Western 
and  Central  Asia,  wintering  in  Africa.  It  has  been  met  with 
breeding  in  Sind,  in  company  with  G.  orientalis,  by  Mr.  S.  Doig, 
and  straggler^  have  been  recorded  from  Allahabad,  the  Doccan, 
and  Katnagiri! 

Habits  similar  to  those  of  the  last  species. 

1427.  Olareola  lactea.     The  Small  Indian  Pratincole  or 

Swallow-Plover. 

Glaretila  lactea,  Temm.  Man.  d^Om.  ed.  2*,  ii,  p.  603  (1820) ; 
Bli/fh,  Cat.  p.  269 ;  Jerdon^  B,  L  iii,  p.  6,'{2 ;  Beavan,  Ibis,  1868, 
p.  8*^8;  Oodw.'Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix^  pt.  2,  p.  273;  Hume,  N. 
.V  E.  p.  6<J8;  id.  S.  F.  iii,  p.  179;  Bii/th  ^  JVald.  Birds  Btirm. 
p/164;  Armstrong y  S.  F,  iv,  p.  338;  Wardl.' Rams,  Ibis,  1877, 
J).  469 ;  Hume  <J-  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  464  ;  BaU,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  2"}^ ; 
CrippSf  i/tid.  p.  299;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  843;  Legge,  Biras  Ceyl. 
p.  984 ;  Butler,  S,  F.  ix,  p.  426 ;  Beid,  S,  F,  x,  p.  64 ;  Barnes, 
ibid,  p.  166  ;  Oates,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  3(53 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  326 ; 
Hume  ^  Oipps,  S.  F,  xi,  p.  312;  Seebohm,  Charadr,  p.  264; 
Littledale,  Jour,  Bom.  N.  H,  Soc.  i,  p.  200 ;  Gates  m  Hume*s  N.  ^ 
E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  320 ;  Barnes,  Jour,  Bom,  X,  H,  Soc.  vi,  p.  19, 
fi<r.  H43. 

O lilac hrj'aea  lactea,  Bonap.  C,  R.  xliii,  p.  419. 

(.Talactochrygea  lactea,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  66. 

Coloration.  Upper  plumage  throughout  pale  sandy  grey ;  fore- 
head brown,  and  a  band  from  the  eye  along  the  lower  edge  of  the 
lores  black ;  primary-coverts  and  primaries  blackish,  all  the  pri- 
maries except  the  first  two  with  part  of  the  inner  web  white,  and 
some  of  the  later  primaries  with  part  of  the  edge  of  the  outer  web 
also  white :  secondaries  white,  with  blackish-brown  ends  .that 
diminish  in  breadth  on  the  inner  quills  ;  upper  tail-coverts  white ; 
tail  white  at  base,  blackish  towards  the  end,  the  black  ends  much 
longer  on  the  middle  rectrices ;  the  tips,  except  on  the  outer  pair 
of  tail-feathers,  pale  brown  and  white :  chin  white ;  throat,  fore 
neck,  and  upper  breast  more  or  less  smoky  brown,  tinged  with 
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nifous,  passing  into  white  on  the  lower  breast;  abdomen  and 
under  tail-coverts  white  :  edge  of  wing  whitish  ;  wing-lining  and 
axillaries  black. 

Terminal  half  of  bill  block,  basal  half  red,  changing  to  yellowish 
brown  at  the  gape ;  irides  dark  brown ;  legs,  feet,  and  claws 
black  (Oates) ;  legs  and  feet  neutral  brown  or  plumbeous  brown 

Length  6*5  ;  tail  2*1 ;  wing  5*75;  tarsus  '8  ;  bill  from  gape  '75. 

DUtrihution,  Kesident  in  suitable  places  throughout  the  plains 
of  India,  Cejlon,  and  Burma  as  far  west  as  the  ludus.  Found  in 
Kashmir,  but  not  observed  elsewhere  in  the  Himalayas.  Unknown 
outside  our  area. 

HahiU^  ^'c.  This  Pratincole  also  is  mainly  confined  to  the  larger 
rivers,  the  beds  of  which  it  frequents  in  large  flocks.  It  is  the 
commonest  Indian  species,  and  has  nearly  the  same  habits  as 
(r.  orientalig.  It  breeds  generally  in  company  with  Terns,  on 
sandbanks  in  rivers,  in  the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May. 
The  eggs  are  two  to  four  in  number,  stone-coloured,  pale  greenish 
^rey  or  buff,  sparingly  speckled  with  brown  and  pole  lilac.  They 
differ  greatly  in  colour  froiu  those  of  G,  orientalise  The  average 
measurement  is  1*05  by  '82. 


Family  PARRID.E. 

Schizorhinal ;  nostrils  pervious,  and  situated  some  distance  from 

the  base  of  the  bill,  but  nearer  to  it  than  to  the  tip ;  basiptery- 

goid  processes  present ;  cervical  vertebrae  16.     A  spur  or  tubercle 

on  the  carpal  joint  of  the  wing.     Four  toes,  all  greatly  lengthened, 

and  with  very  long  and  straight  claws,  that  of  the  hallux  or  hind 

toe  especially  long.     According  to  Gadow,  deepite  the  long  hallux, 

the  deep  plantar  tendons  are  of  the  same  type  as  in  three-toed 

birds,  the  two  tendons  uniting  and  the  united  tendon  dividing 

into  three  to  supply  the  three  anterior  toes,  besides  sending  off  a 

short  branch  to  the  hallux  CBronn's  Klass.  u.  Ordn.  vi,  4,  p.  224). 

The  eggs  are  exceedingly  glossy,  uniformly  olive  in  Jlydroph/igi/intiSj 

peculiarly  marked  all  over  in  other  genera  with  a  confused  tangle 

of  black  lines. 

The  Ja^anos  Cptoperly  the  c  is  soft  and  the  accent  is  on  the 
last  syllable)  are  a  tropical  family  of  mamh  birds  distinguished  by 
their  enormonslv  Ions:  Uff^,  which  enable  them  to  run  over  the 
floating  leaves  of  water-lilies  and  similar  plants.  Two  genera  are 
Indian. 

Key  to  the  Genera. 

a.  A  frontal  lappet ;  primaries  not  proclaced 

St  the  end Mktopidiits,  p.  21%. 

h.  No  frontal  lappet:  ei;d«  of  In  and  4th 

primaries  produced  and  atteDuat«;d    . .     HTDR0FHjkSijk5i'Sy  p.  21^. 
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occiput,  the  grej  feathers  partly  concealing  a  nuchal  black  patch ; 
white  supercUia,  meeting  behind  the  nape,  and  bordered  throughout 
beneath  by  a  black  band  running  from  one  eye  to  the  other ;  lores 
and  chin  creamy  white,  sides  of  face  buff ;  upper  parts  generally 
rufous  buff;  primary-coverts  and  primaries  black,  secondaries 
blackish  on  the  inner  webs,  tipped  with  white  and  bordered 
extemaUy  with  rufous  buff,  which  gradually  grows  broader  on  the 
inner  feathers ;  tail-feathers  like  back,  all,  except  the  median 
pair  (which  have  sometimes  a  s^bterminal  black  spot),  with  a  sub- 
terminal  black  band  and  white  tip ;  lower  parts  buff,  paler  and 
less  rufous  than  the  back  ;  lower  abdomen  and  under  tail-coverts 
white  ;  wing-lining  and  axillarie^  black. 

Young  birds  sandy,  with  many  black  bands  throughout,  paler 
below. 

Bill  black ;  legs  yellowish  white  (Jerdon).  Iris  umber-brown 
(v.  Htuylin). 

Length  10;  tail  2*5;  wing  6*5;  tarsus  2*25;  bill  from  gape 
1-4. 

Distribution,  Dry  barren  tracts  of  Southern  Europe,  Northern 
Africa,  and  South-western  Asia,  as  far  east  as  Baluchistan^ 
Afghanistan,  and  North-western  India.  This  species  is  found 
iu  the  Punjab,  Sind,  Eajputana  as  far  east  as  Ajmir,  Jodbpur, 
and  Erinpura,  and  in  Cutch. 

Habits,  ^"c.  Very  similar  to  those  of  C.  eoromandelicus.  The 
eggs  resemble  those  of  (7.  eorofnandeliais  in  number  and  size,  but 
are  much  paler,  light  stone-coloured,  thickly,  rather  finely  spotted 
with  brown  and  pale  lilac.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  bird  breeds 
in  India,  there  being  evidently  some  mistake  about  the  eggs  fouud 
near  Sirsa,  and  formerly  attributed  to  this  species  by  Hume. 


Genus  KHINOPTILUS,  Strickland,  1850. 

This  is  almost  entirely  an  Ethiopian  genus,  no  less  than  seven 
species  being  known  from  Tropical  and  Southern  Africa,  whilst  a 
solitary  species,  of  great  rarity,  is  peculiar  to  a  small  portion  of 
the  Indian  Peninsula.  From  Cursorius  the  present  form  is  only 
distinguished  by  having  the  bill  shorter  than  the  head,  straight, 
and  somewhat  broader  at  the  base,  a  rounder  wing,  with  the  2nd 
and  drd  primaries  longest,  and  a  band  across  the  breast;  the 
differences  being  scarcely  of  generic  value.  The  eyes  are  large, 
and  the  bird  may  perhaps  have  crepuscular  habits. 

1424.  Bhinoptilna  bitorquatUB,    Jerdons  Courser, 

MacrotarsiuB  bitorquatus,  Jerdon^  Bfyth,  J.  A.  S.  B,   xvii,  pt.  1, 

p.  264  (1H48) ;  iV/.  Cat,  p.  260. 
Hbinoptilus  bitorquatiis,  ^rickland,  P.  Z,  8.  IBTiO,  p.  220:  Jerdon. 

B.  1.  iii,  p.  6*J8  ;  Blanford,  Jbi%  1867,  p.  4(J2 ;  id,  J.  A,  S.  li. 

xxxviii,  pt.  2,  p.  190 ;  Hume,  Cat  no.  841 ;  iS/tar/^^,  Cut,  B.  M, 

xxiv,  p.  oO, 
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Cursorius  bitor^uatus,  Seeboknij  Ilns,  1886,  p.  119 ;    id.  Charadr, 
p.  247,  pi.  xiii. 

Th^  Double-banded  Plover,  Jerdon  ;  Adava-iotUa-titti,  Tel. 

Coloration,  Crown  dark  brown,  with  a  buff  median  band ;  fore- 
head, lores,  and  long  broad  supercilia,  passing  completely  round 
the  nape,  white ;  a  brown  band  streaked  with  black  beneath  the 
eye,  extending  over  the  ear-coverts ;  upper  parts  brown :  wing- 
coverts  slightly  paler;  across  the  wing  is  a  broad  white  band 
formed  of  the  outer  median  and  the  greater  coverts  ;  primarj- 
coverts,  primaries,  and  most  of  the  secondaries  black,  a  broad 
white  band  crossing  obliquely  the  first  two  primaries  near  the 
end,  a  large  white  spot  on  the  drd  primary  and  a  small  round  spot 
on  the  4th ;  inner  webs  of  secondaries  chiefly  white,  and  white 
edgings  to  the  outer  webs  of  the  brown  tertiaries ;  upper  tail- 
coverts  white ;  tail  blackish  brown,  the  feathers  white  at  the  base 
and  with  white  spots  at  the  tips,  the  amount  of  white  increasing 
on  the  outer  feathers ;  chin  and  throat  huffy  white,  passing  on 
the  fore  neck  into  pale  chestnut,  followed  by  two  narrow  white 
band^,  both  dark-edged  behind,  the  posterior  in  front  also ;  the 
two  divided  by  a  much  broader  brown  gorget ;  remainder  of  lower 
parts  creamy  white. 

Bill  blackish  at  the  tips  of  both  mandibles,  pale  yellow  at  the 
base  and  as  far  as  the  nostrils  ;  gape  yellow ;  iris  umber-brown  ; 
legs  pale  yellowish  white  with  a  fleshy  tinge,  soles  flesh-coloured, 
nails  horny. 

Length  10*25 ;  tail  2*5 ;  wing  6*5 ;  tarsus  2-7 ;  bill  from  gape 
1-05. 

Distribution.  Forest  country  from  the  Q-odavari  valley  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Madras.  Jerdon  discovered  this  species  near 
Nellore  and  Cuddapah,  and  I  met  with  it  close  to  Sironcha  on  the 
Godavari  and  again  near  Bhadrachalam,  where  however  it  was 
very  far  from  common.  This  bird  must  have  a  very  restricted 
range,  as  no  other  observer  is  known  to  have  met  with  it.  Neither 
Jerdon  nor  Bail  saw  it  in  Bastar. 

Habits,  Sfc,  I  first  saw  three  birds  together  in  May  1867 ; 
afterwards,  in  March  1871, 1  twice  found  pairs,  and  I  succeeded 
in  each  case  in  shooting  one,  a  male.  The  birds  did  not  appear 
on  dissection  to  be  breeding.  They  were  in  thin  forest  or 
high  scrub,  never  in  open  ground,  and  I  never  saw  any  on  hills. 
Their  appearance  on  the  ground  is  Courser-like,  but  the  flight 
is  more  rapid,  more  like  that  of  Sardophoras,  Jerdon  states 
that  this  bird  occasionally  utters  a  plaintive  cry.  The  eggs  are 
unknown. 
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Ilvdropfaasianus  Rineneis,  Graif,  Gen.  B,  iii,  p.  689;  Blythy  IbiSj 
*^1867,  p.  170;  Stolic:^,  J.  A.  8,  B,  xli,  p.  264 ;  Hume  Jf-  Benders, 
Lah,  to  York.  p.  290 ;  Bfyth  ^  Wold,  Birds  Bunn,  p.  167. 

IIvdrophRsianus  chirurprus,  Bltfih,  Cat,  p.  273;  Jerdon,  B.  L  ill, 
p.  709  ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  249 ;  Adam,  Ibid.  p.  397 ;  Hayes  Uoyd^ 
Ibis,  1873,  p.  418;  Sutler,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  20;  ix,  p.  431 ;  Hume  ^ 
Dav.  S,  F,  vi,  p.  404;  Hume,  S,  F.  vii,  pp.  97,  489;  Ball,  ibid, 
p.  229 ;  Cripps,  fbid,v,  304  ;  Legye,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  914 ;  Hume,  Cat. 
no.  901 ;  Vidal,  8,  F,  ix,  p.  86 ;  Beid,  S,  F,  x,  p.  72  ;  Scully,  Ibis, 
1881,  p.  690 ;  Davidson,  8.  F.  x,  p.  321 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  3(34 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  134,  fig.  901  (egg)  ; 
Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  360 ;  id.  in  Hume's  N.  4"  -E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  368  ; 
C.  H.  T.  Marshall,  Ibis,  1884,  p.  424;  Parker,  Ibis,  1880,  p.  188  ; 
Hume,  8.  F.  xi,  p.  326 ;  Sharpe,  Yark.  Miss.,  Avts,  p.  136. 

Hydrophasis  chirurgus,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  69. 

Piho,  Pihuya^  l\.,  nl80  Surdal  or  Sukdal,  Miwa,  Dal-kukra,  Bhepi, 
Jal-manjor,  Chittrn^Billai,  Bengal  and  Behar;  Balal  Saaru,  Hewtya, 
Ceylon. 

Coloration.  In  winter  plumage  the  crown,  hind  neck,  back, 
scapulars,  tertiaries,  rurap,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  middle  tail- 
feathers  are  brown,  slightly  mixed  with  whit-e  on  the  forehead  and 
hind  neck ;  lores  and  supercilia  white  ;  from  the  hinder  extremity 
of  each  supercilium  a  pale  brownish-yellow  band  runs  down  the 
side  of  the  neck,  bordered  by  a  blackish  band  from  the  gape,  in- 
cluding the  orbit  and  ear-coverts,  and  expanding  into  a  broad 
black  gorget  across  the  breast ;  rest  of  lower  parts  and  outer  tail- 
feathers  white ;  wing-coverts  white,  except  the  inner,  median,  and 
greater  coverts,  which  are  whity-brown  barred  with  dark  brown ; 
1st  primary  black,  2nd  black  with  part  of  the  inner  web  near  the 
base  white,  the  white  increasing  and  black  diminishing  on  the 
inner  primaries  until  only  the  tips  and  edges  near  the  tips  remain 
(lark  ;  secondaries  white. 

In  the  breeding  season  the  head,  throat,  and  fore  neck  are 
white ;  a  patch  on  the  occiput  black ;  back  of  neck  pale  shining 
golden-yellow,  bordered  on  each  side  by  a  black  line ;  back,  sca- 
pulars, tertiaries,  sides  of  breast,  and  lower  parts  from  neck  choco- 
late-brown, blackish  beneath,  passing  into  black  on  the  rump  and 
upper  tail-coverts  ;  tail  black  ;  wing-coverts  white,  primary- 
coverts  tipped  with  black,  quills  as  in  winter ;  under  wing-coverts 
and  axillaries  white. 

Young  birds  reKemble  adults  in  winter  plumage,  except  that  the 
crown  is  dull  rufous  and  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts  have 
rutous  edges  ;  there  is  no  3'ellow  at  the  side  of  the  neck,  but  the 
dark  band  remains ;  the  gorget,  however,  is  replaced  by  brown 
fpots  and  bars. 

The  nestling  is  clad  in  black  down,  with  three  bright  brown 
streaks,  one  down  the  head  and  back  and  one  down  each  side 
(Parker). 

Bill  in  summer  bluish ;  iris  brown ;  legs  and  feet  pale  plum- 
beous :  in  winter,  bill  dark  brown,  basal  half  of  lower  mandible 
bright  yellow ;  ins  pale  yellow  ;  legs  dull  greenish  (Oatei). 
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Length  of  male  in  winter  plumage  12 ;  tail  3*75 ;  wing,  in- 
eluding  appendage  to  the  Ist  primary,  7*8 ;  tarsus  2 ;  bill  from 
gape  1*3:  in  summer,  length  18,  tail  10.  Females  are  Lirger: 
length  in  breeding-plumage  21 ;  tail  12 ;  vnng  9. 

Distribution.  Besident  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma, 
Drherever  suitable  pieces  of  water  with  floating  plants  occur ; 
common  on  the  lakes  in  Kashmir,  and  straggling  individuals  have 
been  recorded  from  Gilgit  and  Paugi  in  the  interior  of  the  Hima- 
layas. This  bird  is  not  found  west  of  India,  but  ranges  to  the 
eastward  as  far  as  South  China,  the  Philippines,  and  Java. 

HahitSy  ifc.  Very  similar  1  o  those  of  the  last  species,  but  this  Ja^and 
keeps  much  to  larger  and  more  open  pieces  of  water,  and  hides 
less.  Its  cry  resembles  the  me\%ing  of  a  cat  or  kitten.  It  lavs 
four  eggs  in  a  nest  precisely  similar  to  that  of  Afetopidius,  but  the 
eggs  are  very  different  in  shape  and  colour,  being  pegtop-like, 
short  and  broad,  hemispherical  at  one  end,  conical  at  the  other, 
exceedingly  glossy,  and  deep  rufous  brown  to  greenish  bronze  in 
colour,  without  spots.     They  measure  about  1*46  by  1*12. 
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Schizorhinal ;  nostrils  pervious  ;  basipterygoid  processes  present. 
Cervical  vertebrsB  15.  Hind  toe  short  or  wanting.  Eggs  large  for 
the  size  of  the  bird,  always  four  in  number  and  pegtop-shaped, 
with  one  end  rounded,  the  other  conical ;  this  enables  the  four  egga 
to  lie  with  the  pointed  ends  together  in  comparatively  small  space. 
The  eggs  are  laid  in  a  small  hollow  in  the  ground,  sometimes 
slightly  lined  with  grass,  more  often  not. 

The  Plovers,  Sandpipers,  and  Snipes  are  so  nearly  allied  that 
they  must  all  be  united  into  one  family.  There  are  clearly  several 
subfamilies,  and  the  arrangement  here  proposed  adds  to  the  number 
of  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  arrange  the  group. 

a.  Bill  moderate,  not  longer  than  head ; 
nasal  groove  not  extending  more 
than  half  the  length  of  the  upper 
mandible ;  tarsus  reticulated  behind 

and  frequently  in  front  also Cliaradriincc,  p.  222. 

h.  Bill  very  long;    tarsus    reticulated 

throughout    Hcematopodincf,  p.  245. 

c.  Bill  variable ;  nasal  groove  extending 
along  greater  part  of  upper  man- 
dible ;  tarsus  shielded  in  frout. 
a\  Eyes  not  placed  far  back  ;  a  dis- 
tinct summer  and  winter  plumage     TotanituF,  p.  250. 
h\  Eyes  placed  far  back ;  no  distinct 

summer  and  winter  plumage    . .     Soolopadnce,  p.  283. 
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Subfamily  CHARADRIINjE. 

The  preBent  subfamily  consists  of  Plovers  and  Lapwings,  the 
only  genus  about  which  any  doubt  can  arise  being  Sirepsilas,  the 
Turnstone,  ^vhich  has  a  differently  shaped  bill,  though  it  resembles 
Plovers  otherwise  in  structure.  Plovers  have  the  bill  of  moderate 
length,  rarely  exceeding  the  head,  the  dertrum  or  terminal  por- 
tion of  the  upper  mandible  is  distinctly  swollen,  and  the  culmen 
convex  towards  the  end.  There  is  a  considerable  resemblance  in 
form  between  a  Plover  s  bill  and  a  Pigeon's.  The  tarsus  is  always 
reticulated  behind,  but  in  front  it  is  sometimes  reticulated,  some- 
times transversely  shielded. 

The  Plovers  are  birds  of  meadows  and  grassy  or  sandy  tracts, 
rather  than  marsh  birds.  They  are  often  found  at  the  edge  of 
water,  but  not  as  a  rule  actually  in  swamps. 

Keff  to  the  Oeiiera, 

a.  Bill  conical,  culmen  flattened,  no  swelling 

near  tip Strepsilas,  p.  222. 

b.  Upper  mandible  swollen  near  tip. 
«'.  A  wattle  in  front  of  the  eye. 

a".  A  8m all  hind  toe. 

fl^  Tarsus  reticulated  in  front Sarcogrammus,  p.  224. 

i*.  Tarsus    transversely    shielded    in 

front MiCROSARCOPs,  p.  228. 

b".  No  hind  toe Sarciopiiorus,  p.  226. 

b'.  No  wattle. 

c".  A  sharp  spur  at  bend  of  wing IIoplopterus,  p.  229. 

d".  No  spur, 
r*.  A  hind  toe. 

/I*.  Head  with  a  long  crest Vankllus,  p.  230. 

bK  No  crest. 
fl\  2nd  or  3rd  primary  longest  . .     CHKrrrsiA,  p.  231. 

ft\  1st  primar}*  longest  Squatarola,  p.  2.*J«5. 

cT.  No  hind  toe. 

c*.  Plumage  spotted    with    yellow 

above CHARADRirs,  p.  238. 

€l*.  Pluniafre    brown     above,    not 

spotted yEoiALiTis,  p.  236. 

Genus  STREPSILAS,  lUiger,  1811. 

•  Bill  conical,  pointed,  the  culmen  flattened  and  straight ;  nostrils 
linear,  in  a  groove  that  extends  nearly  halfway  down  the  bill ; 
wings  long,  pointed,  1st  primary  longest;  tarsus  short,  trans- 
versely shielded  in  front,  reticulated  behind  ;  hind  toe  well 
developed  ;  toes  not  connected  by  web. 

Generally  distributed.  Two  species  are  known  ;  of  these  one  is 
Indian.  The  name  Arenaria  of  Brisson  is  used  for  the  genus  by 
some  naturalists,  but  not  by  the  majority,  who  reject  this  term  for 


fbe  nine  reason  as  that  already  aesigned  for  the  disuse  of  M-cropiit 
as  the  generic  name  of  tlie  Common  Swift :  Arfnaria,  like 
^ieroptu,  being  a  well-known  Linnean  genus  of  plants. 

1430.  StrepsilBS  interpTeB.     The  Turnstone. 
Tringa  interpreB,  Zr'tin.  &fH.  A'at.  j,  p.  :>48  (1700. 
Strepalas  interpres.   Ilbga-,   Prodr.  p.  ■JfH;    Sli/lh,   Cat.   p.   271; 

Jeiilun,  B.  1.  lii,  p.  666 ;  Adam,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  338 ;  i>  Mett.  S.  F. 

iii,  p.  360;  Blytk,  Bird*  Bvrm.  p.  }&4 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  it,  p.  464 ; 

Le^,  Birde  Ckj/l.  p.  800 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  WOO ;    ViHal,  S.  F.  in, 

p.  82 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  427 ;  l^ikrr,  ibid.  p.  4K2 ;  Oatei,  B.  B.  ii, 

p.  376 ;  Reid,  S.  F.  i,  n.  i52 ;  Bamee,  Birds  Bom.  p.  338 ;  SAarpe, 

York.  Miei.,  Aves,  p.  139. 
AreDKria  interpreB,  Vieili.   A'oue.  Diet.  d'Biit.   A'at.  iiiir,  p.  345; 

Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  jimv.  p.  02. 
CincIxB  interpret,  O.  R.  Gray,  Gen.  B.  iii,  p.  54St;  Hume,  S.  F.  i, 

p.  233  ;  ii,  p.  202. 


Fig.  30.- Head  of  S.  iulerprts.     }. 

Colorfition,  In  wiater  the  head  above  and  at  the  cides  is  brown 
with  darker  strvaks,  the  ear-coverts  more  uniform  brown  ;  upper 
back,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wing-coverts  dark  brown,  the 
feathers  with  slight  pale  edges ;  some  of  the  under  scapulars  are 
partially  or  wholly  white ;  quills  dark  brown  with  while  shafts  and 
part  of  the  inner  web  while,  some  of  the  inner  secondaries  entirely 
white ;  lower  back,  rump,  and  longer  upper  tail-coverts  white ; 
shorter  upper  tail-coverts  dark  brown ;  tail  dark  brown,  the 
feathers  white  at  the  base,  and  all  except  the  median  pair  with 
buff  or  white  tips,  outermost  pair  almost  wholly  white;  chin, 
throat,  and  lower  parts  from  breast  white,  tore  neck  and  sides  of 
breast  brown. 

In  summer  plumage  the  head  is  whit«,  with  streaks  of  black  on 
the  crown  and  a  block  band  from  the  forehead  to  the  front  of  the 
eye,  joined  to  a  black  patch  below  the  eye ;  a  band  from  the 
gape,  a  partial  collar  on  the  sides  of  the  neck,  the  fore  neck,  and 
side*  of  the  breast  all  black  ;  rest  of  lower  parts  white ;  the  back, 
scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wing-coverts  are  partly  black,  partly  deep 
rufous.  Intermediate  stages  between  the  summer  and  winter 
plumage  are  common. 

Bill  black  ;  iris  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  orange-red  ;  claws  block. 

Length  8'5;  tail  235  ;  wing  6  ;  tarsus  1 ;  bill  from  gape  1. 

DittrilnUioH.  Almost  world-wide.  A  winter  visitor  to  the 
Indiaa  coasts  and  islands,  but  generally  rare  or  of  occasional 


224  CHAILlDllIIDiS. 

occurrence.  Common  about  Karachi,  found  abundantly  by  Hume 
at  the  Laccadives,  and  far  from  rare  at  the  Andamans,  Nicobars, 
and  other  islands  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal.  The  Turnstone  is  not,  ah 
a  rule,  found  away  from  the  sea-coasts  or  estuaries  except  when 
migrating.  It  is  generally  met  with,  in  India,  in  the  cold  season, 
but  has  been  shot  in  Ceylon  in  June,  and  at  Kardchi  in  August ; 
it  is,  however,  only  known  to  breed  in  high  northern  latitudes. 

HahiUy  Sfc,  The  Turnstone  derives  its  name  from  its  habit  of 
turning  over  srones,  shells,  Ac.,  on  the  sea-shore  in  order  to  feed 
on  the  crustaceans,  inoUusca,  and  worms  that  shelter  beneath 
them.  At  the  Laccadives  Hume  found  Turnstones  swimming  in 
the  sea  like  Pholaropes. 

Genus  SABCOOBAHMUS,  Eeichenbach,  18r)2. 

• 

Although,  as  Hume  has  shown,  it  is  probable  that  Strickland 
intended  the  Indian  Bed-wattled  Lapwing  to  be  the  type  of  his 
genus  Lobivanellus^  still,  as  that  genus  comprises  two  fairly  separ- 
able groups  of  species,  we  must  class  one  or  the  other  under  a 
different  generic  heading,  and  the  present  is  the  first  name  pro- 
posed.    It  contains  only  two  Indian  species. 

The  bill  is  of  moderate  length,  the  terminal  portion  of  the 
upper  mandible  slightly  swollen,  the  culmen  flattened  at  the  basn ; 
nostrils  linear,  in  a  groove  extending  beyond  the  middle  of  the  bill. 
There  is  a  fleshy  wattle  or  latchet  in  front  of  the  eye.  The  wing 
is  long  and  with  a  tubercle  at  the  bend,  developed  into  a  short 
horny  spur  at  the  breeding  season.  Tail  even.  Tarsus  long, 
reticulated  throughout ;  a  small  hind  toe. 

Key  to  the  Sj)ecies. 

a.  A  white  band  down  each  side  of  neck  to 

breast S,  indicuty  p.  224. 

b,  A  white  band  from  eye  to  ear-coverts  only, 

lower  neck  black  all  round S,  atrinuchalie,  p.  220. 

1431.  Sarcogrammus  indiciu.    The  Red-wattUd  Lapwing. 

Tringa  indica,  Bodd,  Tahl  PL  Enl,  p.  50  (1783). 

Parra  jroensis,  Gnu  Sjfst.  Nat,  i,  p.  706  (1788). 

Lobivanellus  goensis,  Strickland,  P.  Z,  S.  1841,  p.  a3 ;  Blyth,  Cat, 

p.  261 ;  /r«y,  Ibis,  1861 ,  p.  237  ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  lii,  p.  048  :  Beavan, 

Ibis,  18(58,  p.  300;  Stoliczka,  J,  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  70; 

GodtP.'Aust,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt,  2,  p.  273  j  C.  H,  T,  Marshati, 

IbtB,  1884,  p.  424. 
Lobivanellus  mdicu9,  Stolicxka,  J,  A,S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  251  ;  Hume, 


P- 
ibid,  p.  67  ;  CVf>3yw,  ibid.  p.  .^KX) ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  856  ;  fkuKy,  H.  >. 

viii,u..%2;  Legi/e,  Bird*  Ceyl,  p.  1K^2;  Vidal,  S.  F,  ix,p.  82; 
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RU,  laSB,  p.   17C ;  Oattt,  m  S-me*  K.  ^  £.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  3JU ; 
Sixirpf,  Tark.  ifut,  Ara.  p.  IKI. 
Sarcognmmui  indiciu,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  149. 
Titiri,   H.,  &Im   TUai,   Tilt,   Tituri  io  various  parla;   Tifavi,  JUlir.; 
l>ww^  CAiifaiM,  Td. ;  ^I-Aafi,  Tarn. ;  Kiratla,  KilMUa,Ciag.     "Did- 
j«a^o4t "  of  ADg-lo-Indiana. 


Rg.  61.— Hnd  of  5.  indiem.    ), 

Cobration.  Head,  neck,  and  upper  breast  black,  except  a  brood 
vhite  band  from  each  tye,  including  the  ear-coverts  and  passing 
down  the  side  of  the  neck  to  joiu  the  white  of  the  lon'er  parts; 
this  band  expands  below,  and  the  black  of  the  hind  neck  berauiea 
narrow  where  it  joins  on  to  the  light  brown,  glossed  with  green 
broiue  and  slightly  washed  with  red.  of  the  Wk,  scapulars,  and 
tertiaries ;  lower  back  darker  and  duller;  wing-coverts  likt^  the 
back  but  atrouKly  washed  with  glossv  lilac-red  ;  ends  of  greater 
secondary  coverts,  bases  of  most  ot  the  secondaries,  and  the  nhole 
of  one  of  the  later  quitls  white,  forming  a  wing-bar;  primarv- 
coverta,  primanes,  and  greater  port  of  secondaries  hlack  ;  sides  of 
lower  back,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts  white;  tail  white,  with  a 
broad  black  subterminal  hand ;  tips  of  middle  feathers  hrown,  of 
the  othen  wbit«,  the  middle  feaj.her8  have  also  a  brown  inner 
border  to  the  black  band ;  lower  parts  from  breast  pure  nbite. 

Young  birds  have  the  black  replaced  by  brown,  the  chin  and 
throat  white,  and  the  white  band  down  each  side  of  the  neck 
sullied. 

BiU  red  at  the  base,  tip  black  ;  eyelid  and  wattle  lake-red ;  irldes 
red-browD;  legs  bright  yellow  (Jerdon). 

Length  13 ;  tail  4-5 ;  wing  9 ;  tarsus  3  ;  bill  from  gape  1-5. 

Ditfribution.  Besident  throughout  India  and  Ceylon  in  the 
pluna,  eit«nding  on  the  east  to  8ylhet  and  Cachar,  but  not 
recorded  from  Upper  Assam.  To  the  westward  this  Lapwin<; 
ranges  to  Southern  Persia  and  to  Muscat  in  Arabia,  and  it  is 
found  at  low  elevations  within  the  North-western  Himalayas, 
amongst  other  places  in  Kashmir,  and  as  a  rare  strnggler  at 
Gilgit. 

Habitt,  ^e.  The  Bed-wattled  Lapwing  is  a  familiar  and  noisy 
bird,  and  most  of  its  vernacular  natues  are  given  in  imitation  of  its 
cry,  which  is  well  expressed  by  the  English  "  pity-to-do-it."  It 
is  met  with  in  open  ground,  often  near  water,  generally  in  pairs 
or  single,  more   rarely  in  scattered  flocks.     It  lays  in  a  small 
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hollow  the  usual  four  yellowish  eggs  blotched  with  browB,  between 
March  and  August,  chiefly  in  April,  May,  or  June.  The  eggs 
measure  on  an  average  1*64  by  1*2. 

1432.  Sarcogrammus  atrinnchalis.    The  Burmese  Wattled 

Lapwing. 

Sarcogramma  atrogiilaris,  Blyth^  J,  A.  S,  2?.  xxxi,  p.  345  (1862)  {nee 
Charadriuf«  atrogularis,  Wagler). 

Lobivanellus  atronuchalia,  Blyth^  Jerdon,  B,  7.  iii,  p.  648  (1864>  ; 
Hume  4"  0ate9j  8.  F.  iii,  p.  181 ;  Hume  ^  Dav,  S,  F,  vi,  p.  457  : 
Anders,  Yunnan  Exped,,  Aves,  p.  (575 ;  Hume^  Cat.  no.  855  bis  ; 
Bingham y  S,  F,  ix,  p.  196;  Oatee,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  874;  Saloadori^ 
Ann.  Mu8.  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  iv,  p.  613;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  316;  Oaf  em 
m  Humes  N.  8f  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  344. 

?  Sarciophorus  bilobue,  Blanf.  IbtSf  1870,  p.  470,  nee  auct. 

SarcogrammR  atrinuchaliri,  Blyth  Sf  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  152. 

Sarcogrammus  atrinuchalis,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxir,  p.  152. 

TitidUf  Burmese. 

Similar  to  S.  indlcut^  except  that  the  white  band  from  the  eye 
oTily  extends  to  the  ear-coverts,  and  the  neck  is  black  all  round, 
also  that  there  is  a  white  bar  forming  a  border  to  the  black  on  the 
upper  back ;  there  is  also  less  white  on  the  secondaries. 

Terminal  half  of  bill  black,  remainder  of  bill,  the  eyelids,  and 
wattles  red ;  irides  crimson  ;  legs  and  feet  pale  yellow ;  claws  black 
{Oateg). 

Length  13 ;  tail  4*3 ;  winp  85;  tarsus  3  ;  bill  from  gape  1*3. 

Distrihution.  Throughout  Burma,  extending  north  to  Bhamo  and 
Mnnipur,  east  to  Cochin  China,  and  south  to  the  Malayan  Peninsula 
and  Sumatra. 

Habits^  Sfc.  Similar  to  those  of  S.  indicus,  and  the  eggs  are  not 
distinguishable.  The  breeding-season  is  in  April  and  May  in  Pegn, 
March  in  Tenasserim. 

Genus  SARCIOPHOKUS,  Strickland,  1841. 

Bill  more  slender  than  in  the  last  genus,  but  otherwise  similar. 
Head  more  or  less  crested ;  a  wattle  in  front  of  the  eye,  large  in  the 
Indian  species,  and  furnished  with  a  descending  lappet.  Second 
quill  longest,  first  nearly  as  long.  Tarsus  long,  slender,  with 
transverse  shields  in  front ;  no  hind  toe. 

The  single  Indian  species  has  been  unnecessarily  separated  as 
Lobipluvia  from  its  African  allies,  S.  tectus^  &c.,  from  which  it  only 
differs  in  having  a  shorter  and  less-pointed  crest,  and  a  larger  and 
differently -shaped  wattle. 

1433.  Sarciophorus  malalNkricna.    The  Yelhw-watiUd  Lapwing. 

rharndrius  malabaricus,  Bodd.  Tabl.  Pi.  Enl.  p.  53  (1783). 
(^haradrius  bilobus,  Gm.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  091  (1788). 
Sarciophorus  bilobus,  Strickland,  P.Z.S.  1841,  p.  38;  Blyth,  Cat. 
p.  261 ;   Jerdm,  B,  L   iii,  p.  640 ;  Blyth,  lbi$,  1867,  p.    165 ; 
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Beacan.  Ilnn,  18l  8,  p.  390 ;  Stolivzka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2.  p.  251 ; 
ffai/es  Lloifd,  Ibis,  1B73«  p.  416;  Morgan^  Ibis,  1875,  p.  323. 
liobipluvia  malabarica,  Hume,  N.  ^  JS,  p.  577  ;  Le  MeMurietj  S,  F, 
ill,  p,  418 ;  Butler f  S.  F.  iv,  p.  14  ;  ix,  p.  427  ;  Bourdillon,  S,  F. 
vii,  p.  39 ;  BalU  ibid.  p.  227 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  856 ;  Lftqqe,  Bird* 
€>yl.  p.  966;  Vidal,  8.  jP.  ix,  p.  82;  Parker,  ibid,  p  482;  Btid, 
S.  F,  X,  p.  66 ;  Dainson,  ibid,  p.  319  ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  413 :  Barnes, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  3.*J5  j  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  345 ; 
Barnes,  Jour.  Bom,  N,  H.  Sac.  vi,  p.  23 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv, 
p.  130. 

Zirdi,  11. ;  Jithiri,  N.W.  P. ;  Chitawa,  Tel. ;  AUkati,  Tarn. 

Coloration,  Crown  and  nape  black,  bordered  by  a  white  streak 
from  one  eye  to  the  other  round  the  nape ;  chin  black ;  sides  of 
head,  neck  all  round,  upper  breast,  back,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and 
wing-coverts  light  brown ;  the  browji  of  the  upper  breast  with  a 
blackish  border ;  greater  secondary  coverts  tipped  white,  forming  a 
wing-bar  with  the  bases  of  the  secondary  quills,  which  increase  on 
the  later  secondaries  till  the  whole  feather  is  white;  primaries  also 
white  on  inner  web  near  the  base ;  rest  of  primaries  and  secondaries, 
with  primary-coverts,  black ;  upper  tail-coverts  and  tail-feathers 
white,  the  middle  rect rices  with  a  broad  subterminal  black  band 
which  diminishes  rapidly  and  disappears  on  the  outer  feathers,  the 
median  pair  tipped  brown,  and  brown  on  the  inner  portion  of  the 
black  band,  the  others  tipped  white;  lower  parts  from  breast 
white. 

Young  birds  have  no  black  on  the  head,  and  the  brown  of  the 
upper  parts  is  banded  |  aler. 

Bill  yellow  at  base,  black  at  the  tip ;  lappet  pale  yellow ;  irides 
silvery  grey  or  pale  yellow ;  legs  yellow. 

Length  10*5  ;  tail  3 ;  wing  8  ;  tarsus  2-5 ;  bill  from  gape  1. 
Distribution.  Besident  throughout  India  and  Ceylon,  ranging 
east  as  far  as  Calcutta  and  Dacca,  and  west  to  the  Sutlej.  This 
species  occurs  occasionally  in  Lower  Sind,  but  is  unknown  in 
Upper  Sind  and  the  Western  Punjab.  The  reported  occurrence 
of  this  species  in  Burma  is  probably  due  to  a  mistake  *. 

Habits,  i'c.  The  Yellow- wattled  Lapwing  is  found  on  dry  plains 
or  in  thin  bush  away  from  forest,  sometimes  in  twos  or  threes, 
often  in  flocks.  It  feeds  on  insects,  and  han  a  plaintive  cry,  far 
less  harsh  than  that  of  the  Red-wattled  Lapwing.  It  breeds  in 
Northern  India  in  April  and  May,  in  Ceylon  in  June  and  July, 
and  lays  four  eggs  of  the  usual  Plover  type  on  the  bare  ground. 
The  eggs  measure  about  I'lo  by  1-07,  and  are  buff  or  pale  stone- 
colour,  blotched  all  over  with  dark  brown  and  purplish  grey. 


"  *  For  this  mistake  I  am  i^sponsible,  as  I  iueluded  the  species  in  a  list  of 
Burmese  birds  with  the  locality  Thayet  Myo  (Ibis,  1870,  p.  470).  Nearly  all 
the  specimens  collected  by  me  in  Burma  are  in  the  British  Museum,  but  there 
is  no  skin  of  S.  malaharicus  amongst  them.  I  wrote  the  paper  when  I  was 
away  from  the  specimens,  and  I  think  there  must  have  been  some  error  in  the 
name. 

<l2 
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Genus  MICBOSARCOFS,  Sharpe,  1896. 

The  present  genus  has  been  proposed  for  a  migratory  Indian 
Lapwing  hitherto  referred  to  Chettusia,  from  which  it  is  distin- 
guished 1)7  its  transversely  shielded  tarsi  and  by  having  a  lappet. 
It  comes  near  to  SarciopTiorus,  but  it  possesses  a  small  hind  clawy 
and  is  a  more  stoutly-built  bird. 

1434.  MicrOBarcops  cinerexiS.     The  Orey-liea^ed  Lapwing, 

Pluvianus  cinereus,  BlyiK  J*  A,  S.  B.  xi,  p.  587  (1842). 
Lobivanelhis  inomatus,  Tefnm.  4"  Schi,  Faun.  Jap.^  Ave8,  p.  JOG, 

pi.  6;J  (1847). 
Looivanellus  cinereue,  Bfyth,  Cat.  p.  261 ;  /riy,  Ibis,  1861,  p.  238 ; 

Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  183. 
Chettnsia  inornata,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  in,  p.  (J46 ;  Godw.-Amt.  J.  A.  S,  B, 

xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  273. 
Chsetusia  cinerea,  Bli/th,  Ibia,  1867,  p.  165. 
Chettusia  cinerea,  Blanford,  Ibis,  1870,  p.  470 ;  HumeSf  OaUs^  S.  F. 

iii,  p.  180;  Blyth  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burm.i}.  162;  Hume,  S.  F  v, 

p.  347 ;  Htane  ^  Dav.  8.  F  vi,  p.  456;  Cripps,  S.  F  vii,  p.  300: 

Hume,  ibid.ja.  483 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  854 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  333; 

Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  372 ;  id.  Ibis,  1888,  p.  73 ;  Hume,  S.  F  xi, 

p.  315. 
Microsarcops  cinfireus,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  133. 

Coloration,  Head,  neck,  and  upper  breast  ashy  grey,  slightlv 
washed  with  brown  on  crown  and  bind  neck,  the  grey  ending 
with  a  broad  blackish  border  on  tho  breast ;  back,  scapulars,  and 
tertiaries  light  brown,  wing-coverts  the  same,  but  paler ;  primarv- 
co'verts  and  primaries  black,  greater  secondary  coverts  and  second- 
aries white ;  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail  white,  middle  tail- 
feathers  with  a  broad  black  subterminal  band,  the  tips  and  a  space 
before  the  black  band  brown,  the  black  band  diminishes  in  the  outer 
feathers,  which  are  white-tipped ;  outermost  feathers  often  pure 
white ;  lower  plumnge  from  breast  white. 

In  young  birds  the  head  and  neck  are  brown,  the  cbin  white, 
and  there  is  no  black  band  across  the  breast. 

Terminal  third  of  bill  black  ;  base  of  bill,  lappets,  and  edges  of 
eyelids  yellow;  irides  red;  legs  and  toes  dull  yellow,  claws  black 
(Oates). 

Length  14-5  ;  tail  4*5;  wing  9  5  ;  tarsus  3  ;  bill  from  gape  1*6. 

Distrilmtian,  A  winter  visitor  to  Bengal,  Assam,  Manipur,  and 
Burma,  passing  the  summer  and  breeding  in  Mongolia,  N.  China, 
Corea,  and  Japan.  This  species  has  been  obtained  in  the  Anda- 
mans.  Irby  reported  it  from  Oudh,  but  perhaps,  as  Reid  has 
shown,  may  have  mistaken  Chettvaia  Uucura  for  it. 

Habits,  ^c.  This  Lapwing  is  usually  found  in  small  or  large 
flocks  about  marshes.  It  lives  on  various  insects,  and  has  a  call 
somewhat  like  that  of  Vanellus  cristatus. 
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GeDU9  HOFLOFTERUS,  Bonftp.,  1S3I. 

Head  crested ;  no  lappet.  Wing  armed  with  a  long,  carved, 
black  spur  on  tbe  bend.  Second  quill  longest.  Tarsus  long  and 
slender,  reticulated  throughout ;  no  hind  toe. 

This  f^euuB,  easily  distinguished  amongst  Indian  Plovers  by  its 
wing-spur,  comprises  two  African  and  one  Indian  species.  One 
ot*  the  African  forms  ranges  to  Southern  Europe  and  Syria. 

1435.   HoploptetuB  Temtralia.     The  Iitdian  Spwr-wimjed  Plovtr. 
Charadrius  Tentralis,  Wagl  Sy»t.  Av.,  Chsradriua,  no.  11  (1827). 
Iloploptenis  ventralis,  Ilh/tA,   Cat.  p.  260 ;  Irby,  Ibis,  1861,  p.  2^7 ; 

Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  6o0;  Qodm.-Aiut.  J.  A.  S.  B.  iixii,  pt.  2, 

p.  273;  Hume,  N.  l^  £.  p.  678;  Hume  ^  Oala,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  181 ; 

Hls/tk  ^  Walii.  Birdt  Burm.  p.   153;    Hume  ^  Ttae.   S.   F.  vi, 

p.  467;    BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  2a7;  CWj^,  Aid.  p.  300;   Andrri. 

Yunrum  E.rpfd.,  Aves,  p.  676 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  867;  ScuJii/,  S.  F. 

viii,  p.  352  i  Bingliiim,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  196  ;  Rfid,  S.  F.  x,'  p.  e« ; 

OatMj  B.  B.  ii,  p.  37a  ;  id.  in  Himie't  N.  *  E.  2nd  rf.  iii,  p.  347 ; 

Bamet,  Birdt  Bam.  p.  335;  Hume  4-  Vrippa,  S.  /'.  li,  p.  31ti ; 

^harpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiy,  p.  159. 
Iliiploptprua  mulftbftricuB,  apud  Blylh,  Ibis,  18(i7,  p.   Iftj;  BUinf. 

J.  A.  S,  B.  xl,  pt.  2,  p.  276;  nfc  Clutradrius  uialabitricus,  Bodd. 
Tlu  Spur-winged  Lapwing,  Jerdon. 

Coloralion.  Crown  and  long  occipital  crest,  lores,  sides  of  face 
in  front  of  the  eyes,  chin,  and  a  band  extending  far  down  the 
throat  black,  the  black  everywhere  surrounded  by  a  white  border. 


Fig.  52. — Wing-Bpur  of  H.  veiUralii.     I. 

passing  into  greyish  brown  on  the  ear-coverts  and  sides  of  the 
neck  and  into  light  brown  on  the  breast;  back,  rump,  scapulars, 
tertiariea,  and  inner  wing- coverts  light  bromi ;  outer  smaller  coverts 
black,  separated  from  the  black  primary-coverls  and  black  quills 
by  a  broad  while  bar  formed  of  the  outer  median  and  the  greater 
coverts,  with  the  buses  of  all  the  quills,  the  white  increasing  on  the 
secondaries  and  including  the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  two 
inner  secondaries  :  upper  tail-coverts  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
tail  from  the  base  white,  terminal  third  of  tail  black,  narrow  white 
tips  to  outer  rectrices ;  underparts  from  breast  white,  except  a 
broad  black  patch  on  the  abdomen. 
Bill  black  ;  irides  deep  brown  ;  legs  reddish  black  (Jerdon). 
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Length  12 ;  tail  375 ;  wing  7'7o ;  tarsus  2-6 ;  bill  from 
gape  1-3. 

Diiiribuiion.  Throughout  the  Ganges  drainage,  but  not  oi  the 
Indus  or  its  tributaries  nor  within  the  Bombay  Presidency  ; 
this  Plover  is  found  on  the  Nerbudda  as  far  west  as  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Judore,  throughout  the  Central  Provinces,  in  Bengal 
and  Orissa,  and  as  far  south  as  the  Goddvari ;  also  in  ABsaiii, 
Manipur,  and  Burma,  extending  to  8iam  and  Southern  China. 

Habits^  4'c>  This  bird  keeps  to  the  beds  of  the  larger  rivers,  and 
has  a  noisy  call,  not  unlike  that  of  Sarcogrammus  tndiats.  It  is 
generally  seen  singly  or  in  pairs,  seldom  in  small  flocks.  It  breed:^ 
in  Northern  India  in  March  or  early  in  April,  and  lays  four  eggs^ 
very  much  like  those  of  the  Eed-wattled  Lapwing,  but  slightly 
smaller,  measuring  on  an  average  1*45  by  1*07. 

Genus  YAKELLUS,  Brisson,  1760. 

The  common  Lapwing  of  Europe  and  Northern  Asia  forms  a 
genus  by  itself,  distinguished  by  the  long  recurved  cre^t,  the 
absence  of  either  lappet  or  wing-spur,  and  peculiar  coloration, 
without  any  white  on  the  wing  outside. 

The  bill  is  of  the  usual  type  in  Plovers,  moderate  in  length  and 
rather  slender,  with  a  flattened  culmen  and  slightly  swollen  ter- 
mination or  dertrum ;  the  linear  nostril  in  a  groove  that  extends 
more  than  half  the  length  of  the  bill.  The  wings  are  slightly 
rounded,  the  2nd  or  3rd  primary  longest.  Tarsus  of  moderate 
length,  reticulated  all  round ;  a  small  hind  toe. 

143G.  Yanelliu  vnlgaxia.    The  Lapwing  ar  Ptewit. 

Tringa  vauellus,  Linn,  Sygf,  Nat.  i,  p.  248  (17ti()). 

Vanellus  vulgaris,  Bechst.  Om,  ToMhenh.  ii,  p.  313  (1803)  :  Ih-esstTf 

B.  Eur,  vii,  p.  54o,  pi.  531  ;  Humc^  Cat.  no.  8.51  ;  Biddtiiph^  JOut, 

1881,  p.  i)4;  ScuUt/,  ibid.  p.  587  ;  Bcid,  S.  /'.  x,   p.  (>5;  Bama, 

Birds  Bom.  p.  332;  Ht.  John,  Ibit,  l88i»,  p.  170. 
Vanellus  crintatus,  Wolf  ^  Meyer ,  Naturg.  I'oy.  DeutM-hl.  i,  p.  110 

(180.i);   Blyth,    Cat.  p.   201;    Lby,  Ibis,   1801,  p.   238;  Jerdan, 

B.  1.  iii,  p.  043;    SUdiczka,  J.  A.   ^.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,   p.  70; 

Hume  <Jf-  Menders.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  280;  Hume,  H.  F.  i,  p.  231  ; 

Adam,  ibid.  p.  .S«4  ;  Butler,  ^.  F.  vii,  p.  180 ;  C.  H.  T.  Marshall, 

Ibis,  1^84,  p.  423 ;  Setbohm,  Ckaradr.  p.  210. 
Vaoelliui  vanellus,  Hharpe,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxiv,  p.  100. 

Coloration.  In  winter  the  crou'n  is  dark  brown,  passing  into  black 
on  the  crest ;  sides  of  face  and  supercilia,  sides  of  neck,  chin,  throat, 
and  fore  neck  white,  tinged  with  buff  and  more  or  less  speckled 
and  blotched  with  blackish ;  back,  rump,  and  tertiaries  glossy 
olive-green,  some  of  the  feathers  generally  with  fulvous  edges ; 
scapulars  brighter  green,  passing  at  their  tips  into  bronze-red  and 
lilac ;  wing-coverts  darker  and  bluer  than  back  ;  primaries  and 
secondaries  bUck  or  blackish,  the  tips  of  the  iirst  4  or  5  primaries 
whitish,  passing  into  ashy  brown,  bases  of  the  secoodaries  white; 
upi)er  tail-coverts  cinnamon ;  tail  white  for  more  than  the  basal 
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half,  then  black,  with  narrow  white  tips ;  upper  breast  black ; 
lower  breast,  abdomen,  azillaries,  and  iuner  under  wing-covert-s 
white ;  lower  tail-coverts  pale  dull  rufous. 

In  spring  the  fulvous  edges  ou  the  upper  plumage  disappear, 
and  the  crown,  sides  of  fae-e  in  front  of  the  eye,  and  a  patch  be- 
neath the  eye,  with  the  chin,  throat,  fore  neck,  and  upper  breast, 
become  black. 

Bill  black;  irides  hazel-brown;  legs  orange-brown  (Jerdon), 

Length  12 ;  tail  4-1 ;  wing  8*75  ;  tarsus  2 ;  bill  from  gape  1*2. 

Di9tribvUion.  Throughout  Europe  and  temperate  Asia ;  a  winter 
visitor  to  both  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  many  parts  of 
Soutli-western  A.sia,  and  to  North-western  India.  The  Lapwing 
occurs  in  winter  iu  Gilgit,  Kashmir,  the  Punjab,  and  as  far  east 
as  Oudh,  and  throughout  Sind,  where  however  it  is  not  common. 
It  has  been  said  to  broed  in  the  Punjab,  but  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement  is  doubtful. 

Habits^  ^c.  The  common  Lapwing  is  a  highly  gregarious  bird, 
collecting  in  winter  in  large  flocks,  which  are  chiefly  found  about 
marshy  ground,  and  which  feed  in  fields  or  meadows.  It  lives 
chieflj  on  worms,  and  on  insects  and  their  larvae,  and  is  eatable  in 
the  cold  season,  though  far  inferior  to  Golden  Plover.  Its  call 
of  Pee-wU  is  well  known,  and  also  its  habit  of  tumbling  about  iu 
the  air.     The  eggs  are  the  well-known  "  Plover*s  eggs." 


Genus  CHETTIJSIA,  Booap.,  1839. 

Two  Indian  migratory  Plovers,  though  differing  somewhat  in 
pattern  of  coloration,  and  slightly  in  structure,  are  sufliciently 
nearly  allied  to  be  classed  in  one  genus.  They  have  been  separated 
by  Sharpe,  but  the  new  generic  name  proposed  by  him  for  C  Uh- 
cura  cannot  be  used,  as  it  belongs  to  a  well-known  genus  of  fossil 
Crustacea. 

The  present  genus  differs  from  Vanellug  in  wanting  a  crest, 
and  iu  having  much  white  on  the  wings  inside  and  out.  The 
tarsi  are  longer,  but  the  two  species  differ  in  this  respect,  and  also 
iu  the  style  of  reticulation,  C,  leueura  being  almost  scutellated. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Some  black  on  the  tail ;  a  broad  white  supercilium.     C,  g^-egaria,  p.  231. 
6.  Tail  entirely  white ;  no  superciliu  m C.  leucuray  p.  2:33. 

1437.  Chettosia  gregaria.     The  Sociable  Lapwing. 

Charadrius  gregarius,  Pali,  Pets,  Puss,  Peichsj  i,  p.  4/>6  (1771). 

Chettusia  (gregaria,  Bonap.  loonogr.  Fmm.  Pal.f  Introd.  CI.  Ucc.  p.  12  ; 
Irbu,  Ibis,  1861,  p.  2;38 ;  Jerdon,  B,  I.  iii,  p.  644 ;  Blanf,  J,  A,  8.  B. 
xxrviii,  pt  2,  p.  190;  Stolicska,  J,  A.  8.  B,  xli.  pt.  2,  p.  250; 
Huffie,  8.  F.  i,  p.  231 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  394 ;  Hayes  Lloyd,  Ib*s,  1873, 
p.  416;  Butler,  8,  P  iv,  p.  12;  v,  p.  232;  ix,  p.  426;  Davids.  ^' 
Wend.  8.  P.  vii,  p.  88 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  862 ;   Fidal,  8.  F,  ix,  p.  82 ; 
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7liddtJp/,.II,ig,im\,-p.95;Scu!r!/,il-iLp.587;JUid,S.F.x,f.eS; 

Itaiiiilion,  ibid,  p.  319 ;  Bamei,  'Jiirdt  Bom.  p.  332. 
Viinellus  pregariuB,  Blyth,  CiU.  p.  339 ;  Srebokm.  Ckaradr.  p.  211. 
Chstusia  jfi'egMia,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  iiiv,  p.  174. 
The  Black-tided  Lapwing,  Jerdon. 


Pig.  53,— Head  of  C.  grrgaria.    j. 

Coloration."  Crown  black ;  forehead  and  broad  superdJia,  eilend- 
ing  entirely  round  tbe  crown,  white;  lores,  orbits,  und  a  narron- 
line  extending  to  the  ear-coverts  black ;  chin  white,  passing  info  buff 
oii  the  throat  and  the  sides  of  the  face,  and  this  passing  into  the 
light  ashy  brown  of  the  neeV,  breast,  back,  scapulars,  tertiarieB, 
and  most  of  the  iiing'^^overts  ;  lower  back  ralher  darker;  greater 
eecondary  coverts  grey  at  base  and  tipped  white,  sHcoodnries  pure 
white  ;  primary  cuverti  black,  priniaries  tbe  same  except  at  their 
ba^ssndon  tbe  inner  border  of  the  last  primary,  which  are  white; 
upper  tail-coverts  and  greater  part  of  tail  white;  a  broad  lub- 
terminal  black  band  on  median  rectrices,  becoming  narrower  on 
the  other  tail-feathers  and  disappearing  on  the  outermost  pair  ; 
tbe  grejish-brown  breast  passes  into  the  black  abdomen,  boraered 
with  chestnut  behind;  thigh -co  verts,  vent  and  lower  tail-coverts, 
flanks  and  wing-lining  white. 

In  younr/  birds  (or,  according  to  some,  in  winter  plumage)  the 
crown  is  dark  brown  generally  mixed  with  black  ;  forehead  and 
euperciliary  band  buff ;  upper  parts  darker  than  in  adults  and  the 
feathi'rs  pale-edged  ;  the  black  line  from  the  lores  and  tbe  black 
mid  chestnut  oF  the  abdomen  are  wanting,  and  the  lower  parts  an: 
white  except  the  breast,  which  is  mottled  brown.  Most  Indian 
i-peciniens  are  in  this  plumage,  but  the  adult  phase  appears  to  be 
ttometimes  met  with  even  in  the  cold  sensoo. 

Dill  black  1  irides  dark  brown  ;  legs  dull  black. 

Length  l^t;  tail  3'4;  wingtJ:  tarsus  ^'4;  bill  from  gape  1*2. 

Distribution.  A  migratory  bird,  breeding  in  Eastern  Europe 
and  Central  Asia,  and  visiting  North-eastom  Africa  and  Norlh- 
westem  India  in  winter.  In  India  it  is  common  in  parts  of  the 
Punjab,  and  rani^es  east  to  Oiidb  and  Bunilelkhand,  and  south  to  the 
Ileccan  (Nni^pur,  Jiilna,  Ahmednagrkr)  and  even  BatnagirL 

Jfabitt,  j-c.  Tbe  Sociable  lapwing  occur*  in  flocks  from  4  or  5 
to  !>0  or  HO  ii)  nnmber,  that  keep  to  open  country,  arrive  ia 
W.N.  India  in  the  beginning  of  October  and  leave  about  March. 
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r  1438.  Chettasia  lencnra.    T?u  White-tailed  Lapwing, 

1  Charadrius  leiicaruSf   Licht,  in   Hversman^s  Beise   v,  Orenb.  nach 

'  JBuchara,  p.  137  (1823). 

Vanellus  yillotjei,  ifav.  iJeecr.  Egypte,  pi.  ti,  fig.  2  ;  Audouin,  ExpL 

iSfem.  p.  2il7  (1826). 
Vanellua  flavipes,  Less.  Traite,  p.  642  (1831). 
Vanellus  leucurus,  Blyth,  J.  A,  &  B,  xiii,  p.  387  ;  Seebohniy  Charadr. 

p.  213. 
I^obivauellus  leucuru?,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  261 . 
Cheitusia  leucura,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  646 ;  Stcinhoe,  Ibin,  1882, 

p.  120 ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1689,  p.  176. 
Chettueia  flavipes,  Humey  S.  F.  i,  p.  232 ;    Adam,  ibid.  p.  394 ; 

BuUer,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  13 ;   v,  p.  232. 
Chettu^iia  villot«i,    Blanf.  East.   Pers.   ii,  p.   280;    HumCy    Cat. 

no.  853;  JReidy  S.  F.  x,  p.  66;  Davidson,  ibid.  p.  319;  Swinh. 

Sf  Barnes,  Ibis,  1885,  p.  132 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  333. 
Eurypterus  leucurus,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  171. 

Coloration,  Head  and  upper  parts  brown,  with  tf  pink  gloss  oa 
the  back  and  wiugs ;  fort-head  and  lores  whitish ;  sides  ot*  head 
and  neck  slightly  paler  than  crown  ;  a  black  bar  across  the  median 
coverts  and  inner  greater  coverts,  the  tips  of  the  barred  coverts 
white  ;  outer  greater  secondary  coverts  and  secondary  quills  white ; 
the  outer  secondaries  with  large  black  spots  at  the  end ;  primaries 
and  primary  coverts  black,  both  white  towards  the  base  ;  sides  of 
back,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail  white  ;  chin  and  throat  white  ; 
fore  neck  brown,  passing  into  ashy  grey  on  the  breast ;  abdomen 
rosy  buff ;  vent,  under  tail-coverts,  axillaries,  and  wing-lining 
white. 

In  young  birds  the  pink  gloss  on  the  back  is  wanting,  and  the 
tail-feathers  have  brownish  tips. 

BiU  black ;  irides  brownish  red ;  legs  pale  yellow  (Jerdon). 

licngth  of  female  1 1  ;  tail  3 ;  wing  7 ;  tarsus  3 ;  bill  from 
gape  1*4. 

Distribution.  This  Lapwing  breeds  in  Persia  and  Turkestan,  and 
visits  N.E.  Africa  on  one  hand,  and  Northern  India  on  the  other, 
in  U'inter.  It  is  common  in  suitable  parts  of  the  Punjab,  Upper 
Sind,  and  Eajputana,  and  ranges  throughout  Northern  India, 
Laving  been  recorded  from  Calcutta,  Sikhim,  and  Khandesh. 

Habits,  ^'c.  The  White- tailed  Lapwing  occurs  in  small  flocks  or 
singly  near  swamps  and  tanks. 


Genus  CHARADBIUS,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  slender  and  rather  short,  the  dertmm  slightly  swollen  and 
rounded ;  nostril  linear,  in  a  groove  that  extends  about  two-thirds 
the  length  of  the  bill.  Wings  pointed,  Ist  quill  longest ;  second- 
aries short ;  tertiaries  lengthened  and  pointed.  Tail  moderate, 
rounded.  Tarsi  reticulated  throughout  with  hexagonal  scales ; 
no  hind  toe;  outer  and  middle  toes  connected  by  a  short  web  at 
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the  base.     A  distinct  breeding-plumage,  the  whole  under  surface 
becoming  black.     Sexes  alike. 
The  restricted  genus  contains  two  species,  both  Indian. 

a.  Axillaries  grejish  brown C.fuluut^  p.  234. 

h.  Axillaries  pure  white C.  pluvialisy  p.  235. 

1439.  CharadrilU  falTOB.     The  Eastern  Oolden  Plover, 

Charadrius  fulvus,  Om.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  687  (1788);  Hume,  S.  F, 
i,  p.  228;  ii,  p.  287;  iii,  p.  179;  Blyih  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burnt, 
p.  163 ;  Butler  ^  Hume,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  1 1  ;  Hume,  ibid.  p^463  ;  Blanf. 
S.  F,  V,  p.  247;  Anders,  Yunnan  Fa-ped.,  Aves,  p.  675 ;  Hume  4* 
Bav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  455 ;  Bail,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  226  ;  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  299  ; 
Hume,  ibid.  p.  482 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  845 ;  Scully,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  350 ; 
Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  934 ;  Vidal,  S,  F.  ix,  p.  79 ;  Bingham,  ibid. 
p.  196 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  425  ;  Parker,  ibid.  p.  482 ;  Scully,  Ibis,  1881, 
p^  586;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  64;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  364;  Barnes, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  328;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  313;  Seebohm,  Charadr. 
p.  99 ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  175. 

Charadrius  dominieu^,  P.  L.  S.  Mail.  Xatursyst.  Suppl.  p.  116 
(1780?) ;  Slmrpe,  Cat.  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  195. 

Charadrius  virgiuicus,  Licht.  Vtrz.  Doubl.  p.  70  (1823) ;  Blyth,  Cat. 
p.  2(^2. 

Charadrius  longipes,  Temm.  MS.,  Jerdon.  B.  I.  iii,  p.  630;  McM aster, 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xl,  pt.  2,  p.  215;  Blanf.  ibid.  p.  269;  Hume  * 
Henders.  Lah.  to  I'ark.  p.  284. 

The  Golden  Plover,  Jerdon  ;  Chafa  battan.  If. ;  Kotan,  Tam.  (Ce}'lon) ; 
Rana  uatuwa,  Oliya,  Maha  oliya,  Cing. 

Coloration,  In  winter  plumage  the  crown  and  upper  parts  are 
dark  brown,  sometimes  almost  black,  the  feathers  edged  with 
yellow  spots,  which  become  whitish  or  white  on  the  wing-coverts  ; 
forehead  and  supercilia  sullied  white;  sides  of  head  and  neck 
fulvous  streaked  with  brown,  ear-coverts  brown;  primary  coverts 
and  primary  and  secondary  quills  dark  brown,  more  or  less  tipped 
with  white,  the  inner  primary  coverts  more  broadly,  distal  halves  of 
shafts  of  primaries  white  except  at  the  ends  ;  tail  dark  brown,  the 
feathers  sometimes  distinctly  pale- banded,  more  often  indistinctly, 
but  generally  with  a  margin  of  white  or  yellow  spots  ;  sometimes 
the  lower  parts  are  dull  brown  throughout,  darker  and  streaked  ou 
the  breast  and  banded  on  the  flanks  ;  more  often  the  chin,  throat, 
lower  breast,  and  abdomen  are  white ;  the  under  Ming-coverts  and 
axillaries  always  greyish  brown. 

In  breeding-plumage — assumed  partly  by  moult,  partly  by 
change  of  colour — all  the  lower  parts  are  black  except  the 
wing-lining  and  axillaries,  which  remain  brown ;  the  upper 
parts  are  blacker  than  in  winter,  and  the  yellow  spots  larger  and 
brighter ;  the  forehead,  supercilia,  and  a  band  from  each  side  of 
the  neck  bounding  the  black  area  pure  white. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  dark  brown  ;  feet  plumbeous  black  (Scully), 

Length  9*5;  tail  2*4;  wing  6*5;  tarsus  1*7;  bill  from  gape 
M. 
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Distributxon,  Thia  Golden   PloYer   breeds   in    Siberia  and   the 

Boreal  regions  of  America,  and  in  winter  visits  Southern  Asia,  the 

Malay  Archipelago,  Australia,  and  the  greater  part  of  America 

north  and  south.    The  American  variety  is  larger  than  the  Asiatic, 

hut  there    is  no  constant  distinction.    The  Asiatic  form  is  found 

in   suitable  places  throughout  the  plains  of  India,  Ceylon,  and 

IBurma,  but  avoids  forest  regions  and  highlands ;  it  is  rare  in  Sind, 

and  only    stragglers  occur  further  west.     It  is  common  at  the 

Andaman 8  and  Nicobars  and  also  on  the  Laecadives,  and  is  more 

abandant  on  flat  swampy  land  near  the  coast  and  the  larger  rivers 

than  else^nrhere. 

Hahits^  4'c.  Golden  Plovers  are  generally  found  in  flocks,  small 
or  large,  and  feed  on  worms  and  insects.     They  have  a  rapid 
fl.ight  and  a  peculiar  bisyllabic  whistling  call,  not  often  uttered  by 
the  present  species.     Although  Jerdou  says  that  they  breed  in 
India,  this  is  very  doubtful :  they  arrive  about  September,  and 
stay  till  the  middle  of  May,  when  all  have  assumed  full  breeding- 
dress,  but  hitherto  no  one  has  detected  them  actually  nesting. 
The  hen  lays  four  largish  stone-coloured  egg^,  much  blotched  with 
blackish.     This  bird  is  excellent  eating,  though  scarcely  equal  to 
C  pluvialis. 

1440.  Charadriiu  pluyialis.    The  GokUn  Plover, 

Charadrius  pluvialis,  Linn,  Sytt,  Nat,  i,  p.  254(1766);  Bhnford, 
JSattem  Perna,  ii,  p.  278;  id,  &  F,  v,  p.  247;  Hume,  Cat, 
no.  846  bis ;  Brooks,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  4t?9 ;  Beid,  S.  F,  x,  p.  462 ; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  828 ;  Hharpe,  Cat,  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  191. 

The  European  Golden  Plover  is  distinguished  from  C  dominicus 
by  larger  size,  tibiae  feathered  farther  down,  shorter  tarsi,  and  by 
the  axillaries  and  wing-lining  being  pure  white  instead  of  greyish 
brown.  As  a  rule,  in  winter  plumage  this  Golden  Plover  is  more 
closely  spotted  and  the  spots  are  brighter  yellow ;  but  there  is  no 
constant  distinction.  Even  in  size  the  large  American  C  do- 
minicus  is  scarcely  separable. 

Length  10  6  ;  tail  2'8;  wing  7*25;  tarsus  1*6. 

Distribution,  Europe, Northern  and  Tropical  Africa,  and  Western 
Asia,  breeding  in  the  Northern  Temperate  zone  and  farther  north- 
ward, and  migrating  south  in  winter.  Stragglers  only  have 
occurred  within  Indian  limits.  I  shot  one  at  Gwddar  in  Baluch- 
istan in  January  1872,  I  believe  I  saw  another  in  1^76  close 
to  Karachi,  and  a  third  was  shot  near  Sehwan  by  Mr.  Brooks  a 
year  or  two  later.  A  skin  was  also  in  Mr.  Reid's  collection  made 
at  Lucknow.  The  habits  resemble  those  of  Cfulvus,  but  the  call 
IB  shriller. 

Genus  SaUATABOLA,  Leach,  1816. 

This  genus,  containing  only  the  Grey  Plover,  precisely  agrees 
with  Charadrius  in  general  coloration  and  structure,  and  only 
differs  in  having  a  minute  hind  toe.     It  undergoes  precisely 


similar  cLan^e^^  of  p^jmage  in  famcier  and  winter.  Tlie  distilla- 
tion, «L>:h  19  a/:cepted  bj  almost  all  omi:b<Mogut&»  siiovs  in  £met 
Loir  artificial  manr  of  the  bird  generm  ue. 

1441.  SqvftUroU  behretica.    Tht  Grty  PUtrr. 

Tr.L'^  fc*-lT*-t:ca,  Lum.  Sy^t.  3'a/.  i,  p.  200  ilTtiOi. 

>'i..at*rolai  h*rh'^:ca,  Z^ »///!,  CVi/.  p.  :fi52 ;  J^rd  «,  ^.  /.  iii,  p.  635  ; 
y/wf/i-.  .V.  /:  i,  p.  ±>*  r  u.  p.  •->?  :  .4«/4rm.  &  F.  ii,  p.  3:iH;  Waidem^ 
Vnt,  1*74,  p.  14«:  if/yfA  hf  Hold  Birds  Burm.  p.  153:  Hmm^^^ 
S,  /'.  if,  p.  11  :  Armstrong,  Aid,  p.  3:ir» ;  BUxnf.  j&»^,  Penia^  ik^ 
p.  :?7'» ;  i/»/m4r  4r  />«'-.  .V.  F.  if,  p.  4->i;  Hume^  H.  F.  vii,  p.  4^*:i?  ; 
ul.  Cat.  no.  **44  ;  yiJal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  79 ;  butltr,  ibid.  p.  425 ;  Letrg*^ 
Bird*  O^fl.  p.  J*-Jl#:  B*rid,  fL  F,  x,  p.  45l>:  Oate*,  B.  B,  p.  3t>5  ; 
Barnt*^  JJirtU  Bom.  p.  3:^  ;  Sharpe^  Cat.  B.  M.  xxIt,  p.  1^2. 

Barra  baton,  H. 

Coloration.  In  winter  the  upper  pluma<^  of  adults  is  dark  brovn, 
the  feather^  ed^ed  paler;  forehead,  lores,  and  sides  of  head  and  neck 
white  Mreak**d  uith  brown;   m ir.g-oo verts  fringed  and  indented 
MJtb  uhite:  primary-coverts,  primaries,  and  secondaries  blackiiBh 
brown,  terminal  half  of  nhaftM  of  primaries  white  except  near  the  tip, 
and  tU*'  a4l join in£r  portion  of  the  outer  web  white  in  all  qntils  after 
the  first  four,  part  of  inner  web  in  all  quills  white  towards  base; 
upper  tail-coverts  white,  uith  a  few  dark  bars;  tail  white,  barred 
uith  dark  brown,  outer  pair  of  rectrices  generally  unbarred  ;  lower 
parts  white,  fore  neck  and  breast  streaked  and  spotted  with  dark 
brown  :  axii!ari«'4  black. 

In  summer  the  lower  parts,  from  the  chin  to  the  middle  of  the 
abdomen,  are  black  ;  upper  parts  black,  barred  and  spotted  with 
Mhite;  lower  abdomen  and  under  tail-coverts  white. 

Young;  birds  are  spotted  with  pale  golden-buff  above. 

Bill  bla^'k  ;  irides  dui^ky  brown;  legs  and  feet  blackish  grej 
(Jerdun);  U^et  black  (Armstrong). 

licngth  12;  tail  'J-i);  wing  8  ;  tarsus  1*8  :  bill  from  gape  1*4. 

Distribution,  Almost  world-wide.  The  Grey  Plover  breeds  in 
the  far  North  and  is  a  winter  visitor  to  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma, 
chiefly  occurring  on  and  near  sea-coasts,  but  sometimes  inland 
niKiut  riverH  and  marnheM. 

UnlntSn  4rc»  Very  similar  to  those  of  Charadrius  fvlvut  and 
C.  pluviulis,  except  that  the  Grey  Plover  is  more  a  bird  of  the  sea- 
coaht. 

Genus  AOIAUTIS,  Boie,  1822. 

It  af)[>enrH  IwMt  to  claHs  together  the  Sand-Plovers,  Dotterels, 
and  Hinucd  Plovers.  At  first  sight  the  Sand-Plovers  and  Dotterels 
appear  to  be  distinguished  by  having  a  breeding- dress  different 
from  the  winter  plumage  ;  but  there  is  so  complete  a  passage  from 
forms  with  a  di^^tinct  nuptial  garb  to  those  which  have  none, 
through  species  like  the  Kentish  Plover  in  which  the  change 
is  hlighf,  tJmt  it  appears  best  to  keep  all  in  one  genus. 
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Structurally  there  is  no  difference  between  the  present  genus 
and  Charadrius,  Like  that  genus,  jEgialilu  is  3-toed,  with 
reticulated  tarsi  and  the  first  quill  longest.  The  only  distinction, 
except  in  size  (all  members  of  the  preseot  genus  being  smaller),  is 
in  plumage.  The  species  of  ^jialitis  have  the  upper  plumage 
uniform  brown,  not  spangled  with  yellow  or  white,  and  the  lower 
parts  are  chiefly  white  m  the  breeding-season,  the  amount  of 
black  never  exceeding  a  pectoral  band. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  No  'w^hite  ring  round  the  neck. 

a'.  Bill  stout;  shaft  cf  third  primary  partly 
"white, 
a".  Bill  from  gape  more  than  an  inch ; 

wing  5'5 jE.  geoffroyi,  p.  237. 

h" .  Bill  from  gape  about  0'75;  wing  5    . .     jE.  mongoUca,  p.  23d. 
h\  Bill  slender ;  shaft  of  third  primary  dark 
throughout. 

c".  Axillaries  white ;  wiug  6*5 ^.  cuia/toaj  p.  239. 

cT'.  Azillaries  light  brown  j  wing  6-5  ....     jE.  vereduj  p.  240. 
&.  A  white  ring  round  neck. 

c .  No  black  or  brown  band  across  breast    . .     ^.  alexandrina,  p.  240. 
<f .  A  black  or  brown  band  across  breast. 
»'',  Shaft  of  let  prinuiry  white  throughout, 

of  others  dark ;  wing  4  to  4*5    AS.  dubia,  p.  241. 

/*'.  Shafts  of  all  primaries  white  near  end ; 

wing  5  ^E.  kiaticula,  p.  243. 

g".  Shafts  of  all  primaries  dark,  or  that  of 

Ist  whitish  near  end ;  wing  5*5 Al.  placida^  p.  244. 

1442.  JEjialitis  geoffrojri-     The  Larfje  Sand-Plover, 

Charadrius  geoffrovi,  Wagl.  Si/f^t.  Av.,  Charadrius,  no.  19  (1827) ; 

Biyth,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xii,'  p.  180 ;    id.  Ibis,  18C>5,  p.  34 ;  Seehohm, 

CKaradr,  p.  146. 
Charadrius  leschenaulti,  Lesson^  Man,  dfOni,  ii,  p.  322  (1828). 
Hiaticula  geoflroyi,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  262. 
.^figialitis  geoffroyi,  Jerdon^  B.  /.  ill,  p.  638 ;  Ilarting,  Ibis,  1870, 

p.  378,  pi.  xi ;  Ball,  J,  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  288 ;   Walden,  Ibis, 

1873,  p.  816;  Legge,  S.  F.  i,  p.  489;  Armstrong,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  339  ; 

Humey  ibid.  p.  463  ;  Hurne  ^  Dav,  S.  F,  vi,  p.  455  ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii, 

p.  226;  Hume,  Cat.,  no.  846 ;   Vidal,  S.  F,  ix,  p.  81 :  Bu/.ler,  ibid. 

p.  426 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  939 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  306 ;  Barnes, 

Birds  Bern.  p.  329. 
iEgialitis  lescheuaultii,  Godw.-Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2, 

p.  273. 
Cirrepidesmus  ^eofFroyi,  Hume,  S,  F,  i,  p.  229 ;  ii,  p.  t>SS ;  Adam, 

S.  F.  ii,  p.  338 ;  ButUr,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  12. 
Ochthodromus  geoffiroyi,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxiy,  p.  217. 

Coloration,  In  winter  plumage  the  forehead  and  supercilia  are 
white,  a  band  from  the  lores  under  the  eye  to  the  ear-coverts 
brown;  the  whole  upper  phimage  brown,  the  feathers  slightly 
paler  towards  the  edges  and  with  traces  of  dark  shaft-stripes; 
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greater  wing-coverts  tipped  with  white ;  primary-coverts,  pri- 
inaries,  and  secondaries  dark  brown,  shafts  of  first  primary  white 
except  at  the  tip,  of  other  primaries  for  a  short  distance  near  the 
end;  in  the  inner  primaries  part  of  the  outer  web  is  white; 
secondaries  tipped  white  and  with  white  along  the  shafts;  lateral 
tail-coverts  with  white  edges  ;  tail-feathers  brown  with  white  tips, 
outermost  pair  almost  entirely  white ;  lower  parts,  with  axillaries 
and  under  wing-coverts,  white ;  a  brown  band  across  the  breast, 
generally  but  not  always  interrupted  in  the  middle. 

In  summer  the  upper  plumage  is  paler  brown,  and  tinged  with 
rufous  ;  no  pale  supercilia ;  forehead  black,  enclosing  an  elongate 
white  spot  at  each  side,  the  two  sometimes  united  across,  but 
varying  much  ;  lores  themselves  and  a  large  space  below  the  eye, 
from  which  a  streak  runs  back  to  the  upper  ear- coverts,  black ; 
crown,  hind  neck,  sides  of  neck,  and  a  broad  band  across  the 
upper  breast  dull  rufous. 

Bill  black ;  irides  brown ;  tibiae  and  feet  slate-bluish  or 
plumbeous,  paling  to  yellowish  olive  or  in  some  to  fleshy-grey 
(Lt>ffge) ;  legs  greyish  green,  toes  darker  (Jerdon). 

Length  8*5 ;  tail  2*2 ;  wing  5*5  ;  tarsus  1*5  ;  bill  from  gape  1*1. 

Distribution,  A  migratory  bird,  breeding  in  Japan,  Formosa,  and 
Hainan,  and  perhaps  on  the  Bed  Sea,  and  spending  the  winter  on 
the  shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean  from  South  Africa  to  Australia. 
It  is  found  in  winter,  though  not  very  abundantly,  on  the  sea- 
coasts  of  Indin,  Ceylon,  and  Burma, 

Habits,  6fc,  The  Large  Sand-Plover  haunts  sandy  coasts  and  the 
mouths  of  large  rivers  in  small  parties,  often  mixed  with  other 
Sand-Plovers.  It  appears  on  the  Indian  coasts  about  September, 
and  leaves  in  April  or  May,  by  which  time  it  has  assumed  the 
breeding  dress. 


1443.  JEgialitis  mongolica.     The  Lesser  Sand-Plover. 

Cbaradrius  mongoliis,  Pall.  Rets.  Puss.  Peichs,  iii,  p.  700  (1776). 
Charadrius  mongolicus,  Pall.  Zoogr.  Rosso-Asiat.  ii,  p.  186;  See- 

bohm,  Charadr.  p.  147. 
Charadrius  pyirhothorax,  7>f«m.,  Gituld^  B.  Eur.  iv,  pi.  299  (1837). 
Charadrius  leschenaultii,  apud  Blythy  J.  A.  S.  B.  xii,  p.  181 ;  AdatnSj 

P.  Z.  S.  1859,  p.  188  ;  nee  Lesson. 
Hiaticula  leschenaultii,  Blythy  Cat.  p.  263. 
^Egialitis  pyrrhothorax,  Jerdon^  B.  1.  iii,  p.  639. 
^gialites  mongolicus,  Blt/th,  Jbisy  1867,  p.  164  ;  Ilarttnff,  Ibis,  1870, 

p.  384 ;  Hume  Sr  Henders.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  285 ;  Hume^  S.  F.  iv, 

pp.  293,  463 ;  Armstrong ,  ibid.  p.  339;  Sharpe,  Yark.  Miss.,  Avcs, 

p.  137. 
Cirrepidesmus  mongolicus,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  230 ;  ii,  p.  289 ;  iv,  p.  12. 
^girtlitis  mongolica,  Blyth,  Birds  Burtti.  p.  163  ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl. 

p.  943  ;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  368 :  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  314. 
^jrialitia  moEgola,  Walden,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  317  ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S,  F. 

A  i.  p.  456;  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  227;  Crpps,  ibid.  p.  299;  Hume, 
''47  ;  Vidtd,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  81 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bum,  p.  380. 
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Ocbtbodromus  mongolus  &  0.  pyrrhothorax,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B»  M.  xxiv, 
pp.  223,  226. 

Similar  to  J&.  geojfroyi  in  both  summer  and  winter  plumage,  but 
smaller,  with  a  much  shorter  bill.  As  a  rule,  in  the  present  species 
the  upper  surface  in  winter  is  darker ;  in  the  breeding-plumage 
the  black  band  is  broader  over  the  ear-coverts,  but  there  is  some 
\'ariation  ;  the  upper  plumage  appears  to  want  the  tinge  of  rufous 
so  conspicuous  in  ^.  geoffroyi.  By  several  naturalists  this  Sand- 
Plover  is  divided  into  two  species  or  subspecies — an  Eastern  race 
{^,  mongolica)^  with  the  pectoral  gorget  chestnut  and  bordered 
anteriorly  by  black  specks  forming  an  imperfect  band,  and  with  a 
hroad  white  frontal  band  only  interrupted  in  the  middle ;  and 
a  Western  race  (-<C.  pyrrhoihorax)^  which  visits  India,  and  has  the 
pectoral  gorget  duller  red,  and  but  little  white,  at  times  perhaps 
none,  in  the  broad  black  frontal  band.  The  differences  appear  to 
me  not  more  than  subspecific,  and  I  am  doubtful  whether  they  are 
constant;  M'hilst  the  two  forms  are  quite  undistinguishable  in 
winter  garb. 

Soft  parts  as  in  JE,  geoffroyi. 

Length  7*5 ;  tail  2  ;  wing  5  ;  tarsus  1*2;  bill  from  gape  '75. 

Distribution.  The  Lesser  Sand- Plover  passes  the  summer  in 
Central  and  Northern  Asia,  Japan,  and  Alaska,  and  has  been 
found  breeding  in  the  Upper  Indus  valley  ;  in  winter  it  visits  the 
shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean  from  Africa  to  Queensland.  It  is 
common  on  the  Indian  coasts  from  September  to  May,  often 
consorting  with  geoffroyi^  which  is  rarer.  The  present  species 
is  more  often  found  inland,  especially  at  times  of  migration. 
Before  leaving  in  May,  most  of  the  birds  assume  the  nuptial 
livery.  A  few  individuals,  both  of  this  and  of  the  last  species, 
remain  in  India  throughout  the  year,  but  do  not  breed  so  far  as 
is  known.  Hume,  however,  received  skins,  apparently  of  nestlings, 
shot  in  the  Andamans  in  May,  July,  and  September. 

Habits,  Sfc.  Similar  to  those  of  uE.  geoffroyi.  This  bird  has  been 
found  breeding  around  the  Tso-Morari  and  other  Tibetan  lakes. 
The  eggs  resemble  those  of  other  Plovers  in  colour  and  shape. 

1444.  £gialiti8  asiatica.     The  Caspian  Sand-Plover. 

Charadrius   asiaticue,  Fall,    Reis.    Jiuss.  Heiclts,  ii,  p.  715  (1773) ; 

Seebohntf  Charadr,  p.  144. 
Eudromias  asiaticus,  Harting^  Ibif,  1870,  p.  202,  pi.  v. 
./^ialitis  asiatica,  Hume,  S.  F.  rii,  p.  438 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  845  quat. ; 

id.  S.  F,  ix,  p.  79 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  329. 
Ochthodromus  asiaticus,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxiv,  p.  230. 

Coloration.  In  winter  plumage  the  upper  parts  are  brown ; 
forehead,  supercilia,  lores,  che^^ks,  chin,  and  throat  huffy  white ; 
area  behind  eye  and  ear-coverts  light  brown;  primary-covert«^ 
primaries,  and  secondaries  blackish  brown,  a  little  white  on  the 
oQter  webs  of  a  few  inner  primaries  near  the  base  ;  shafts  of  Ist 
primary  and  of  subterminal  portion  of  2nd  white,  of  the  3rd  dark 
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throughout ;  tail-feathers  brown,  darker  near  the  end  and  tipped 
white  (the  dark  subterminal  band  is  more  distinct  in  summer 
plumage) ;  fore  neck  and  breast  brown ;  lower  breast  and  abdomen 
white ;  wing-lining  brown  and  white  mixed ;  axillaries  white. 

In  summer  plumage  the  fore  neck  and  upper  breast  are  chestnut, 
passing  into  blackish  on  the  lower  border. 

Young  birds  have  dull  rufous  edges  to  the  upper  plumage. 

Bill  black;  iris  dusky  hazel ;  feet  greenish  olive  (Emin  Pacha). 

Length  7*5  ;  tail  2;  wing  5*5;  tarsus  1*6;  bill  from  gape  "9. 

Distribution,  This  Sand-Plover  breeds  on  the  Caspian  and  Aral 
Seas  and  in  Central  Asia,  and  passes  the  winter  in  Africa,  as  far 
south  as  Cape  Colony.  It  is  also  found  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 
The  only  specimen  yet  recorded  in  India  was  shot  by  Vidal  near 
Batnagiri.  The  prasent  species  is  an  inhabitant  of  sandy  plains  as 
much  as  of  sea-coasts,  or  may  even  prefer  the  former. 

1445.  ^gialitifl  vereda.    The  EasUm  Dotterel. 

Charadrius  veredus,  Gould,  P,  Z.  S.  1848,  p.  38 ;  Seebohnif  Charadr, 

p.  116. 
Eudroniias  veredus,  Hart  in  tf^  Ibis^  1870,  p.   209,  _pl.   vi ;     Ba/i, 

J.  A.  S,  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  288 ;  id,  S,  F,  i,  p.  83 ;  Httme,  S.  F.  ii, 

p.  288 ;  id.  Cat  no.  846  ter. 
Ochthodromus  veredus,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  232. 

This  Plover  is  much  like  JS,  asiatica,  but  is  larger,  with  leas 
distinct  supercilia  and  with  the  hind  neck  always  paler  than  the 
crown  or  back;  the  whole  wing-lining  and  axillaries  are  light 
brown. 

In  summer  plumage  the  whole  head  and  neck  except  the  occiput 
and  nape,  which  remain  brown,  become  white ;  this  passes  into 
rufous  on  the  fore  neck,  and  this  again  into  chestnut  on  the 
breast  and  sides  of  the  breast,  there  being  again  a  passage  from 
the  chestnut  into  the  black  band  that  terminates  it  posteriorly ; 
lower  breast  and  abdomen  white. 

In  young  birds  there  are  rufous  fringes  to  the  upper  plumage 
and  dark  centres  to  the  brown  feathers  of  the  breast. 

Bill  deep  olive-brown ;  legs  light  brownish  flesh-colour ;  feet 
washed  with  grey»  blackish  on  joints  (Swinhoe). 

Length  9'5;  tail  2*4;  wing  6*5;  tarsus  1*8  ;  bill  from  ga])e  1-05. 

Distribution,  This  species  breeds  in  Northern  China  and  Mon- 
golia, and  spends  the  winter  in  the  Malay  Peninsula  and  Australia. 
A  solitary  specimen  was  obtained  at  the  Audamans  by  Dr.  G.  £. 
Dobson  in  1872,  and  identified  by  Ball. 

1440.  JEgialitifl  alexandrina.    The  Kentish  Plover. 

Charadrius  alexandriDus,  Linn.  St/tt,  Nat,  i,  p.  i^t^d  (]7(Mi). 
Charadrius  cantianus,  Lath,  Ind,  Orn,  Suppl.  p.  Ixvi  (1801)  ;  Seebo/nn^ 

Charadr,  p.  KW. 
Iliatirula  canliana,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  203. 
^'^alitis  cantianup,  Jerdan,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  640;  Armstrong^  S.  F,  iv, 

p.  340;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  404 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  v,  p.  2JK) ;  Hume  ^  iHv. 

k  F,  vi,  p.  400 ;  Humey  S.  F.  vii,  p.  227  ;  id.  Cat,  no.  848  ;  Vidal, 
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ij.  F.ix,  p.  81 ;  Butler f  ibid,  p.  420  j  2><7.7f,  Birds  Ceifl.  p.  947 ; 

Biddulph,  Ibis,  188 J,  p.  94,  1882,  p.  287;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  6o; 

Oatesy  B,  B.  ii,  p.  368 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  330 ;  id.  Jour, 

Bom,  N.  H.  Soc.  ii,  p.  167  ;  vi,  p.  21 ;  Oate^  in  Humes  X.  &  E. 

2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  337  ;  Bulkley,  Jour,  Bom,  N.  H,  Soc.  viii,  p.  32o. 
-c-Ejfialophilus  cautianiKs,  Hum^,  N,  (J*  -E.  p.  671 ;  id,  S.  F.  i,  p.  230  ; 

Adam,  8.  F.  i,  p.  394 ;  Hume,  S.F\v,\t.  12. 
.E^inlitis  alexaudrina,  Blyth  Sf  Wald,  Birds  Burm.  p.  154  ;  Skarpe, 

Cat,  B,  JI,  xxiv,  p.  275. 

Coloration.  In  winter  the  forehead,  supercilia,  a  ring  round  the 
neck,  and  the  lower  parts,  including  wing-lining  and  axillaries, 
are  white ;  crown,  a  streak  from  the  lores  including  the  orbit 
and  ear-coverts,  but  widest  beneath  the  eye,  a  partial  collar  widely 
interrupted  in  front  on  the  upper  breiist,  and  all  the  upper  parts 
from  the  neck  brown ;  primaries  blackish,  the  first  with  the  shaft 
white  throughout,  the  others  with  part  of  the  shaft  white  some 
distance  from  the  tip  ;  a  patch  in  the  middle  of  the  outer  web  in 
the  inner  primaries,  aud  all  tips  and  borders  of  secondaries,  white ; 
the  four  middle  rectrices  blackish  brown,  next  pair  with  tips  and 
outer  webs  white,  the  two  outer  pairs  white  throughout. 

In  breeding-plumage  the  crown  is  more  or  less  changed  to  pale 
rusty  red,  above  the  frontal  white  baud  is  a  broad  black  sinciput, 
the  band  from  the  lores  beneath  the  eye  also  black,  and  so  is  a 
large  patch  on  each  side  of  the  upper  breast. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  brown ;  bill  dusky  grey  or  blackish  (Jcrdon). 

Length  6*5;  tail  1*9;  wing  4*25  ;  tarsus  1*1 ;  bill  from  gape  '8. 

Distribution.  Europe,  Africa,  the  greater  part  of  Asia  and 
Australia.  Chiefly  a  winter  visitor  to  India,  occurring  throu2:hout 
the  Empire ;  a  few  birds  remaining  to  breed  in  particular  localities. 

Habits,  ^'c.  This  Plover  resembles  the  Sand-Plovers  in  habits, 
and,  like  them,  is  chiefly  found  on  the  sea-coast,  though  a  few 
birds  are  occasionally  seen  inland.  It  has  been  found  breeding 
by  Legge  near  Hambanthota,  Trincomali,  and  other  places  in 
Ceylon  in  June  and  July ;  by  Butler  at  Jiishk,  on  the  Makran 
coast,  in  IMay  ;  by  Mr.  Cumming  iu  April  and  May  near  Karachi ; 
and  by  Mr.  H.  Bulkley  at  Kharaghora,  in  Guzerat,  early  in 
August.  The  eggs  are  normally  four  in  number,  of  the  usual  shape 
and  colour,  but  more  scratchily  blotched  than  usual.  Ceylon  eggs 
measured  about  1*16  bv  -87. 

1447.  JEgialitis  dubia.     The  Little  Ringed  Plover. 

Cbaradrius  dubius,  Scop.  Del,  Faun,  et  Flor.  lumtbr.  ii,  p.  93  (1786). 
Charadrius  curonicus,  Om.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  692  (1788). 
Cbaradrius  philippinu^,  Lath.  Ind,  Om.ii,  p.  745  (1790). 
Charadrius  minor,  Wolf  Sf  Meyer,  Natury,   Voy.  Deutschl.  p.  182 

(1805);  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  130. 
Charadrius  tiuviatilis,  Bechst.  Natury.  Deutschl.  ed.  2,  iv,  p.  322 

(1809). 
Charadrius  miniitus,  Pali.  Zooyr.  Rosso- Asiat.  ii,  p.  145  (1811). 
Charadrius  pusillus,  Horsf.  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  xiii,  p.  187  (1821), 
Hiaticula  philippina  &  it  pusiUa,  Blyth,  Cat,  pp.  263,  264. 
TOL.  IV.  •  B 
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JEa\9\\i\B  philippensif*.  Jerdon,  B,   /,  iii.  p.  640:    Biddtdphy 

1881,  p.  94. 
^gialitis  niinutuSy  Jerdon,  B,  I.  iii,  p.  G^l;   Blythf  Ibinj  1867» 

p.  164 ;  Bearattjlbis,  1868,  p.  389 ;  Lcg</e,  S.  F,  iii,  p  872  ;  Hume 

4"  Dav,  S,  F.  ri,  p.  466 ;  liume^  S,  F.  vii,  p.  227 ;  Cripps;  ibid, 

p.  300 ;  Hume,  Cat  no.  850 ;    Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  331  ;    id. 

Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  i,  p.  67  ;  vi,  p.  22 ;  Littledale,  Jour,  Si/tn, 

N,  H.  Soc,  i,  p.  200. 
^prialitis  fluviatilis,  Hume,  N,  ^  E.  p.  672 ;  id.  S.  F,  i,  p.  230 ; 

Adam,  ibid.  p.  394  ;  Hume,  S.  F,  ii,  p.  289. 


^^alitis  cuioDica,  Wald,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  316 ;  BaU,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  429 : 
p.  232 ;  Hume  $■  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  456 ;   Leffffe,  Birds   Ceyi. 


Butler,  8,  F,  iv,  p.  12;  Armsfrong,  ibid,  p.  340  ;  Butler 


I,  p.  4:sy ; 


p.  052  ;  ScuUy,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  687. 
i^^gialitis  philippinus,  Hume,  S,  F,  iii,  i).  179. 
yEgialitis  dubia,  Bfyth  <J-  IVaid.  Birds  Burm.  p.  153 ;  BaU,  S.  F. 

vii,  p.  227  ;  Cripps,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  299 ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  849 ;  Smliy^ 

S.  F,  viii,  p.  351;   Vidal,  S,  F.  ix,  p.  81 ;  But/er,  ibid,  p.  420; 

Beid,  A  J;  X,  p.  65 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  412 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  V  370  ; 

Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  330;  Hume,  S,  F,  xi,  p.  315;  OateM  tVi 

Hume*s  N,  <$■  E,  2na  ed.  iii,  p.  33d ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B,  M,  xziv^ 

p.  263. 
i'Egialitia  jerdoni,  Legge,  P.  Z.  S,  1880,  p.  39 ;  id.  Birds  Ceyl,  p.  950 ; 

j)avidson,  S,  F.  x,  p.  318;  Oates,  B,  jB.  ii,  p.  371  ;  Bidduiphy 

Ibis,  1882,  p.  287 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  xi,  p.  315 ;  Oates  in  Humes  JS\ 

«J-  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  340. 

The   Indian   Ringed  Plover,    The    Lesser   Ringed  Plover,   Jerdon ; 
Zirrea,  II. ;  Bgtu  ufanka,  Rewa,  Tel. 


Fig.  54.— Head  of  JE.  dubia.    \. 

Coloration.  A  vhite  frontal  band,  surrounded  by  the  black 
base  of  the  forehead,  broad  sincipital  band,  lores,  and  a  band  from 
them  chiefly  beneath  the  eye,  but  including  the  orbit-  and  the  ear- 
coverts,  all  black;  occiput  and  nape  brown,  separated  from  the 
black  sincipital  area  by  a  pale  line,  and  by  a  broader  white  streak 
from  the  orbital  band  ;  chin,  throat,  and  a  broad  collar  all  round 
the  neck  white,  followed  by  a  black  collar  all  round  the  base  of 
the  neck,  broader  in  front ;  upper  parts  from  the  neck  bro^iii ; 
quills  dark  brown  ;  first  primiares  blackish,  secondaries  and  later 
primaries  tipped  wbite ;  shaft  of  first  primary  white  almost 
throughout,  of  all  others  dark ;  tail  brown,  darker  towards  the 
end ;  all  feathers,  except  the  middle  pair,  tipped  white,  the  white 
tips  increasing  in  size  and  extending  along  the  outer  webs  in  the 
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oater  rectrices;   lowor  parts  from  neck,  including  wing-lining, 
pure  vhite. 

Xoung  birds  want  the  black  marks  on  the  head  and  nape. 
The  black  is  replaced  by  brown  and  the  white  by  buff. 

Bill  black,  yellowish  at  base  ;  irides  deep  brown  ;  orbits  yellow ; 
legs  yellow  (Jerdon).  Legs  dusky  greenish  brown  in  winter, 
yellow  in  summer  (Oates). 

Xiength  6*5 ;  tail  2*;^  ;  wing  4*5 ;  tarsus  1  ;  bill  from  gape  *6. 

]V£any  Indian  ornithologists  are  of  opinion  tbat  there  are  two 
species  of  Binged  Plover  throughout  India,  the  smaller  (jE,  minuta 
v.Jerdoni)  distinguished  by  smaller  size  (wing  4,  tarsus  '8),  by 
having  more  yellow  at  the  base  of  the  bill,  and  a  more  pro- 
minent and  broader  naked  yellow  ring  round  the  eye.  The 
colours  of  the  legs,  too,  are  said  to  differ.  The  smaller  form  is 
aaid  to  breed  in  India,  while  the  larger  bird  is  a  cold  weather 
Wsitor.  I  have  never  been  able  to  distioguish  the  two  forms  in 
India,  and  I  find  Dr.  Sharpe  unites  them.  There  is  unquestionably 
much  variation  ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that  many  of  the  birds 
occurring  in  India  in  the  cold  season  are  migrants,  and  that,  as 
with  so  many  birds,  the  southern  residents  run  smaller  than  the 
birds  that  breed  farther  north. 

Distribution.  All  Europe  and  Asia,  with  North  Africa. 
Generally  distributed  throughout  the  Indian  Empire. 

HaJbitt^  ife.  The  Little  Bicged  Plover  is  most  common  in  the 
beds  of  streams  and  rivers,  where  it  keeps  in  small  scattered 
flocks,  each  bird  running  about  independently  in  search  of  insects, 
but  all  collecting  to  fiy  away  when  alarmed.  Occasionally  these 
little  Plovers  are  seen  in  sandy  plains  or  fields.  They  have  a 
plaintive  monosyllabic  whistle.  Many  oE  those  found  in  India  are 
probably  migrants  and  breed  in  the  north,  but  numbers  breed  in 
India,  from  December  to  May  in  the  Deccan,  and  probably  else- 
where, and  lay  four  eggs  of  the  usual  type,  thinly  speckled,  and 
meaauriDg  1*14  by  '84. 


1448.  JEgiaUtiB  hiaticnlA.     Tlie  Ringed  Plover. 

Obaradrius  hiaiicula,  Linn.  Syst  Nat.  i,  p.  253  (1 706) ;  StehoJtm, 

Charadr,  p.  125. 
jEgialitis  hiaticula,  Hume,  S,  F.  viii,  p.  197 ;  Scully,  Ibis,  18S1, 

p.  587. 
.£gialitid  hiaticola,  Sharpe,  Cat  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  2<l>6. 

Both  young  and  adults  of  this  Plover  closely  resemble  ^E.  duhia, 
but  they  are  larger,  the  shafts  of  all  the  primaries  have  the  basal 
half  brown  and  the  distal  half  white  except  near  the  tip ;  there 
is  a  white  streak  outside  the  shaft  in  the  middle  of  the  quill  in 
all  the  inner  primaries,  the  greater  coverts  are  tipped  white,  and 
there  is  much  white  on  the  inner  secondaries  and  on  the  outer 
rectrices. 

Bill  orange-yellow,  the  tip  black ;  irides  brown ;  feet  orange. 

Length  7*5 ;  tail  2*3 ;  wing  5*2 ;  tarsus  1 ;  bill  from  gape  *6. 

Digtribution.   Throughout  Europe  and  Western  and   Central 

b2 
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A*ui  M  fir  A-  Lake  Biikil.  vinterinz  cfaieflv  in  Afiics.  A 
tnignUorr  bini.  and  ■  r»re  and  oi:i?a«ion»l  Tuitor  to  X.W.  lodia- 
Ooe  specimen  »fi*  ol'U  n«i  «  Siiiraopur,  »uth  of  Delhi.  b\- 
Mr.  Oiill  in  \.  v.mber  l^TS,  and  a  second  at  Gilgit  by  Dr.  Scnnv 
in  October  1^7& 

1449.  SgiaJitU  plaeidft.     TA^  Lono-ifUleH  Binged  Ptover, 
Chandriii^  pl.widiu.  Grait.  Cat.   .Vetn.  it*.   OJl.   Hodgt.  2nd    p<L 

p.  70  (Ijtfjj:   Martiny.  Ibif.   Wr3,  p.  326;  Sabolat,  Ckaia^. 

ji.  ISJ. 
-KpiiitU  lii»iic;ili.  a/md  B/.-rf*.  Tii.  I«5r.  p.  1S>.  ■«-  i.»«. 
EiMlromui^  leaiiir.-istri*,  Hume,  S- f.  i,  pp.   17,  417,  4Vo;  Slamf. 

nit.  i<^::.  p  i'i7. 

-feiilitU  ;L-i.la.  /r«w  A  7)nr.  S.  F.  vi  p.  4.»;  fl^uine.  Orf. 
no.  f^-  i  i- :  .Sff.//tf.  A.  F.  ^■iu.  p.  S-M  ;  ^-w  Sr  ImgiU.  S.  F.  ix. 
p.  2W  ;  i/«<»w,  «.  r.  li,  p.  314  ;  .NAar/w.  (.j(.  *.  .»f.  nil,  p.  20:;. 

This  (peci'?--  r-.-^emWe*  the  la't  two,  but  is  Urper  than  either, 
and  baa  a  much  larcer  bill-  The  uhole  forvbead  is  white,  lorv^i 
(in  winter)  br'jua,  and  some  brown  is  intenniied  with  the  blarlc 
i)(  the  collar  :  the  shafts  of  all  primaries  are  brown,  eien  of  the 
Gm  primarr  ;  unlf  a  small  portiao  near  the  end  is  lighter  in 
colour  In  f>nm>'  'r.in!i,  not  as  a  rule. 

Bill  black.  '  ttreuie  base  of  lower  mandible  rellow  ;  irides  d&rk 
brown,  marL'iii  oi  eyelids  yellow  ;  feet  yellow  {.Si-«//y). 

I*-nglh  >  r."' :  tail3;  wing  5-5;  tarsusl*;!;  bill  from  gape 'O. 

DUtrihuii^n .  Ka^tem  Asia:  Manchuria,  Corea,  Japau,  ChinA, 
nnd  Norih-<-»-i<-rn  Indin.  Specimens  hare  been  obtained  from 
time  to  time  in  Nepal,  tiikhira,  Bhutiio,  Assam,  and  Cachar. 

llalAu,  if.  This  is  probably  a  miinittorT  bird,  and  visits  India 
in  the  winter  otily.     It  has  bt^n  oiet  with  in  rirer-beds. 

In  June.  Wi9  or  IMO,  Jerdon  obuined  at  the  edge  of  the 
Pulir^l  Lnke,  near  Mndrai',  a  Ploter  which  he  described  ax 
riuir,i-'ri",  .■•■',.!fi,t  (Madr.  Jonr.  L.  S.  lii,  p.  •JV.i).  This  was 
-:ib..-'jii.'tiih'  :il<-nlilied  bv  Hlvtb  nith  the  Australian^.  »!<>"- 
from.  Civ.L/;.  r-Wa"o,«,' Vifill.).  and  the  skin  is  probably  still 
in  ili<-  MiiM-ii  II  at  Calcutta.  \o  sjH'cimen  has  ever  sini*  been 
fiiiinil  ill  jiiili.i,  and  the  spei-ies  was  omitted  by  Jerdon  from  the 
'  Hird^  of  Iii>Ij:i,'  ft  circumstance  not  improbably  due  to  his 
siispeclini!  tl>;i1  ?ome  mistake  had  bi-en  made,  lilyib  (Ibis,  181)7, 
p.  Ki-i)  cslhil  nttfniion  to  the  omission,  and  the  name  has  been 
restored  by  1 1  iiriie  (M.  F.  i-ii,  p.  43S ;  Cat.  no.  nW  bis).  I  cannot 
but  rejiard  lii.'  twcurn-nce  of  the  specimen  in  India  u  fortuitous, 
and  1  do  iiui  think  the  species  sbould  be  iucluded  in  the  list  of 
Indian  bird*. 

Ai,  Ti\(iii,\i.j.»  may  be  recognized  by  its  deep  claret-red  scapulars, 

\fj  its  hnvini:  the  forehead  and  middle  of  the  sinciput,  the  lores, 

'"^^  %  brond  hiuid  from  them  extending  round  the  b^k  of  the  neck 

sod  niso  a  broad  peitoral  gorget  with  a  pointed  extension 

LeogthaS;  tail  21  ;  wing4;);  taraus  1. 
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Subfamily  H^iSMATOPODINiE. 

The  four  genera  here  brought  together  are  not  usually 
associated,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  are  really  aUied. 
All  are  long-billed  birds,  and  all  have  the  tarsus  reticulated.  All, 
too,  show  a  certain  similarity  of  coloration,  black  and  white  or 
grey.  The  eggs  of  Hcematopug,  Himantopiis^  and  Jiectirvircstra 
are  very  similar ;  those  of  Ihidorhynchus  are  unknown.  None  has 
a  distiuct  summer  plumage,  thus  differing  from  all  the  Totaninoi 
and  most  of  the  CharadAincf.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
remarked  that  the  bill  of  the  Oystercatcher  differs  considerably  in 
structure  from  that  of  the  other  three  genera. 

Key  to  the  Genera, 

a.  Bill  straight^  no  hind  toe. 

fl'.  Bill  compressed,  stout,  longer  than  tarsus.  H-«matopu8,  p.  245. 
b\  Bill  slender,  much  shorter  than  tarsus  . .  Himantopus,  p.  240. 

b.  Bill  curved  upwards ;  a  hind  toe    Kkcurvirostra,  p.  248. 

c.  Bill  curved  downwards ;  no  hind  toe Ibidobhynchus,  p.  249. 


Genus  HJSMATOPUS,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  long,  compressed,  straight,  often  truncated  at  the  end ; 
nostril  linear,  near  the  base  of  the  bill,  in  a  groove  that  extends 
more  than  halfway  to  the  tip.  Wings  long,  pointed,  first  quill 
longest ;  tail  moderate.  Tarsus  short,  thick,  reticulated  through- 
out; no  hind  toe;  anterior  toes  thick,  edged  with  membrane, 
slightly  webbed  at  the  base,  especially  between  the  3rd  and  4th 
toes  ;  soles  broad. 

The  Oystercatchers  are  a  cosmopolitan  genus  of  about  a  dozen 
species,  ouly  one  of  which  is  Indian. 

1450.  Hamatopns  OStralegas.     The  Sea-pie  or  Oystercatcher, 

Ilaematopus  ostralegus^  Linn,  Syst,  Nat.if  p.  2o7  (1766);  Blyth, 

Cat.  p.  264;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  659;  HumeyS.F.\,  p.  234; 

Hayes  lAoydj  Ibis^  1873,  p.  416;  Blyth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  If54; 

ButUr,  S.  F.  V,  pp.  212,  282. 236 ;  ix,  p.  427  ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  862  ; 

Vidalf  S,  F.  ix,  p.  83  ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  987 ;  Oatety  B.  B.  ii, 

p.  377 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bum.  p.  339 ;  Seebohm,   Charadr.  p.  301 ; 

iSharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  107. 
Hapmatopus  oaculans,  Stciru^.  F.  Z,  8,  1871|  p.  405 ;  Thorpe,  Cat. 

B,M.  xxiv,  p.  111. 

Darya  yajpaan,  H. ;  Yerrt  kali  tdanka,  Tel. 

Coloration,  Head  and  neck  all  round,  upper  back,  scapulars, 
and  tertiaries  black ;  lower  back,  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and 
lower  parts  from  upper  breast  white;  edge  of  wing,  terminal 
portions  of  median  coverts^  the  greater  secondary  coverts,  and  the 


aa4  ■  WwiiiliU  vfcote  not  m  tbe  ifaaft  md 
■iwiiru,  ■•  I  i*mk  vm  im  fnt  pciaBiT  sad  ic< 
tail  aiitfeM  kMP.  Hatk  at  end. 

Toor  SM*  uc  bcnvacr  Uaci^  and  h**e 
M  ikeliinMi. 

BiQ  WislB  nd£*  Maop.  4i^?  >a4  i 
iride*  nJ;  «nrlid*  onnee-nd:  Im  aad  I 
iff—*). 

tngtb  IS:  tail  4;  viag  10;  luaaa2-l;Ul  fttngi^ 


Fig.  .U.— Hod  of  B.  iMiW^w  (I 


DiMrihulum.  T1i«  ^mtpf  pait  of  Eorofw  .ind  Ana,  ol 
M»-«n*tfl.  A  winter  tiiitor  to  Itiilia,  mmmoa  do  tfa» 
Mod,  Ctitcb,  and  Kattywnr:  less  common  on  the  west 
Indie  and  raw  on  the  east  cout.  in  CeyJon  and  in  Banm 
not  reiiard  Ihn  Cbtnese  and  Jiipnnef>e  //.  o^mlitHt,  to  « 
Arrakanrae  skin  i-i  refcrred  by  !|tharpe.  as  worlli  sperific  diat 
It  unir  diffen  m  having,'  a  little  le^  white  on  tbv  earlier  pi 
thr  diff«R!nc«  in  Imglli  of  bill  not  being  conataut.  It  is  | 
totomii  rxteut  )nti<nnediate  betuet^n  U.  oatralti/tu  tad  I 

Ilabili,  ^c.  The  Oyaterrali^ber  i«  found  singly  or  in 
and  kve\\»  much  to  rockn  bclween  I idi>-inark§.  feeding  on  i 
a«id  cniatAoca;  it  oftim  viiiits  field-i  or  nieadoua  n«ar 
but  ii  rarely  veHi  far  from  the  roast.  It  in  a  wary  bin 
n  Hrnr  loud  whititling  noti?,  and  breeds  in  tb>!  North  of  Eui 
on  IhcCiuifian. 


Genua  HIHAHTOPUS.  Brt»«on,  1700. 

,  pointed:  noalrila  liiu 
111  A  groove  thatextcn 
half  the  length  nf  the  nmiidible.  Winp»  lunjE  and 
1st  quill  toni;c>it'.  tail  short,  even.  Lefts  very  longj  ti 
for  a  lonj;  distann',  Il]ree-<]unrteni  tbo  length  of  the  loi 
which  are  reticulated  Ibroirghout:  no  bind  toe,  i  ' 
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ddle  toe  by  a  broad  web,  a  narrower  web  between  the  middle 
d  inner  toe. 

The  Stilts  are  found  in  all  temperate  and  tropical  countries. 
• .  ic  species  occurs  in  India. 

1451.  HimantopUB  candiduB.     The  Black-winged  Stilt. 

Charadrius  himantopus,  Linn,  Syst,  Nat,  i,  p.  255  (1766). 

IHmantopus  caiididus,  Bonn,  Tabi.  Encycl.  Mith,  i,  p.  24  (1790)  ; 
Blvth,  Cat,  p.  204;  Jadon,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  704;  Biyth,  Ibis,  1807, 
p.  109;  Godtc.-Auit,  J,  A.  S,  B,  xxxix,  pt.  2, jp.  l74;  Humff  Hit, 
1670,  p.  145  ;  Feiiden,  ihiil,  p.  295  ;  Hnme  ^  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  404  ; 
Ball,  tS.  F,  vii,  p.  229  ;  Cripp^i,  ibid.  p.  304  ;  Htime,  Cat,  lo.  898  ; 
Doig,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  371 ;  Legye,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  919;  Vidal,  S,  F. 
ix,  p.  SQ ;  BuHtr,  ibid.  p.  430 ;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  IBi^l,  p.  97  ;  Scully, 
ibid.  p.  590 ;  lieid,  S.  F,  x,  p.  72 ;  Taylor,  ibid,  p.  406 ;  attea, 
B,  B.  v.,  p.  379 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bern.  p.  301 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  x\, 
p.  326;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  177;  Outes  in  Humes  N.  ^' L\ 
2Dd  ed.  iii,  p.  353 ;  Barnes,  Jour,  Bom,  N,  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  132, 
fig.  898  (egg). 

Ilimantopas  nielanopterus,  Meyer,  Ann,  Wetter.  Gesellsch,  iii, 
p.  177  (1814)  ;  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  177. 

Ilimantopuo  iutennedius,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  205  (1 8-^0,  descr.  nulla); 
Stoliczka,  J,  A.  S.  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  253 ;  Hunie,  N.  ^  E.  p.  589 ; 
id,  S.  F,  i,  p.  248 ;  Adam,  S,  F.  i,  p.  397 ;  ii,  p.  339 ;  Hume  4- 
Oates,  S.  F,  iii,  p.  183 ;  Legge,  ibid.  p.  373  ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  18. 

Himantopus  autuuinalis,  Husselq.,  IJoldsworth,  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  475 ; 
Blyth  ^  Hald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  154. 

Himantopus  himantopus,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxiv,  p.  310. 

The  Stilt  or  Long-legs,  Jerdcn ;    Gnj-paun,    Tinghur,   II.  ;  Lal-gon, 
iMl't/tengi,  Lam-gora,  lieng. 


Fig.  56.— Head  of  H.  candidus  (adult).    $. 

Coloration.  Adult  male.  Whole  head,  neck  and  lower  parts, 
lower  back  and  rump  white;  back,  scapulars,  and  wings  above 
and  below  bhick,  glossed  with  metallic  green ;  upper  tail-coverts 
brownish ;  tail  whity-brown. 

Females  have  the  back,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  inner  wing- 
coverts  brown. 

Young  birds  have  the  occiput  and  nape  black  or  blackish,  and 
the  hind  neck  grey.  These  dark  marks  are  retained  by  many 
birds  that  show  no  other  signs  of  immaturity ;  the  pure  white 
head  is  probably  not  attained  for  some  years,  fiirds  of  the  year 
ha>e  brown  back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries,  and  the  crown  and 
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hind  neck  are  light  gjeyish  brown,  vith  white  edges  to  the 
feat)  I  ere. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  red  ;  legs  lake-red  ;  claws  black. 

length  ]5 ;  (ail  3*25 ;  wing  9*5;  tarsus  6 ;  bill  from  pape  28. 

Distribution,  Southern  Europe,  the  whole  of  Africa,  and 
Central  and  Southern  Asia.  This  Stilt  is  found  throughout  India, 
Ceylon,  and  Burma  in  the  cold  season,  in  suitable  localities,  and 
breeds  in  a  few  places. 

Habits,  ^T.  This  is  a  common  bird  in  India  wherever  there  are 
marshes  or  tanks  with  shallow  margins  and  not  too  much  over* 
grown  with  vegetation.  It  occurs  in  large  flocks  and  feeds  on 
insects,  small  molluscs,  and  worms.  It  has  been  found  breeding, 
from  April  to  July,  in  large  numbers  about  Fait  swamps,  as  at 
Sultan  pur  Salt-works,  south  of  Delhi,  at  Sambhur  Lake,  and  in 
several  places  in  Ceylon.  The  eggs,  usually  4  in  number,  some- 
times 3,  are  very  like  plovers* :  light  drab,  much  blotched  with 
Mock;  ihey  measure  about  ]-G4  by  1'21,  and  are  laid  in  a  hollow, 
often  built  of  fragments  of  stone,  and  usually  lined  with  a  little 
grass. 

Genus  RECURVIBOSTRA,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  very  long,  flexible,  cuned  upwards  towards  the  end, 
depressed ;  l:oth  mandibles  flattened ;  nostrils  linear,  long,  each  in 
an  ill-marked  groove  not  half  the  length  of  the  bill.  Wings 
long,  pointed,  ]st  quill  slightly  the  longest  in  general ;  tail  short. 
Tarsus  and  bare  tibia  long;  tarsus  reticulated;  hind  toe  very 
frmall,  but  furnished  with  a  claw;  anterior  tecs  deeply  webbed, 
but  webs  notched  in  the  middle. 

There  are  about  four  species  of  Avocet,  widely  distributed  ;  only 
one  is  Indian. 

1 4*')2.  Recanrirostra  ETOcetta.    The  AvoctU 

Rpcunirostra  avocetta,  Linn,  Ryst,  Nat,  i,  p.  256  (1766);  Bfyth, 
Cat.  p.  2()r> ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  7(M1:  Stoliczka,  J,  A,  S.  li,  xli, 
pt.  2,  p.  2.'>.3 ;  Humcy  S.  F.  i,  p,  2J8 ;  Adam,  ihid.  p.  897  ;  ii, 
p.  a'«);  Laves  Lloyd,  Jbis,  1873,  p.  417  ;  Lutler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  18  ; 
livm^,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  489;  id.  Cat.  no.  81 '9;  Leggr,  Birdg  Cfi/l. 
p.  925;  Beid,  S.  F,  x,  p.  453;  BattifH,  Birds  Born.  p.  3U'2 ; 
iSharpe,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  320. 

Kftsya  chaka,  H.  (Debar). 

Coloration,  The  whole  forehead  and  crown  to  below  the  eyes, 
nape  and  hind  reck,  inner  scapulars,  and  a  patch  running  out- 
wards from  their  base,  median  wing-coverts,  some  of  the  tertiaries, 
and  the  tips  and  greater  part  of  the  first  seven  or  eight  primaries 
black,  or  in  winter  dark  brown ;  ail  other  parts  white,  middle  tail- 
feathers  in  winter  tinged  with  brownish  grey. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  red-brown ;  legs  pale  bluish  grey. 

licngth  1 8 ;  toil  3*3 ;  wing  9 ;  tarsus  35  ;  bill  from  gape  to 
point  3*25. 
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Ditlribution.  Temperate  Earopfl  and  Asia,  the  whole  of  Africa, 
South-west^TQ  Asia,  India,  and  Ceylon^  A  winter  flsitor  to 
India,  not  uncommon  iu  the  north,  rarer  in  the  south,  and  in 
Ceylon ;  not  fonnd  in  Assam  or  Burma. 

Habits,  ^e.  The  Avocet  it  generally  found  in  aniall  flocks, 
baiinting  the  borders  of  marshes,  tanks,  rivers,  salt  lagoons,  and 
similar  places  ;  it  feeds  on  small  Crustacea,  worms,  and  mollusps, 
and  obtains  its  food  bv  searching  for  it  in  the  mud  and  sand  with 
ita  bill,  which  it  moves  backwards  and  forwards  with  a  semi- 
circular sweeping  action.     It  swims  well. 

Genus  IBIDOSHTHCHUS,  ViLiors,  1831. 

A  peculiar  Central  Asiatic  species,  of  which  the  affinities  are  by 
no  raeaus  clearly  asciirtained,  is  the  type  of  the  present  genus. 
It  baa  been  referred  by  Jerdon  and  others  to  the  neighbourhood  oE 
the  Curlewp,  and  has  been  associated  bySeebohm  with  the  Oyaler- 
catchers.  I  do  not  think  it  is  allied  to  tiie  former,  but  it  may  have 
Bome  relationship  to  Hamatopas. 

The  bill  is  hard,  long,  slender,  and  curved  downwards;  the 
nostril  is  linear,  ne.tr  the  hnse  of  the  bill  and  situated  in  a  groove 
that  exleods  more  than  half  the  length  of  the  mandible.  The  first 
three  quiils  are  subequal,  the  IsC  generally  a  little  the  longest; 
tail  rather  short.  Tarsi  short,  stout,  reticula'ed  throughout;  there 
is  no  hind  toe,  the  middle  and  outer  toes  are  conuected  by  a  web, 
but  there  is  scarcely  any  between  the  middle  and  inuer  toes. 

I4o3.  IbidorhynchDs  itrntherai.     The  Ihls-hUl. 
Ibidorbvncfaa  atruthersii,  J'tgart,  P.  Z.  S.  1831,  p.  174  ;  Hume,  Oat. 

no.  8/9. 
Ibidorhvnchus  atruthersi,  Sli/lk,  Caf.  p.  2C6  ;  Adam$,  P.  Z.  S.  1(*^>S, 
.       p.  185;   Jfnlon,  S.  1.  iii,  p.  IkW;    liearan,  IhU,  lf>m,  p.  394; 
Blanford,  J.  A.  &  B.  ili,  pt.  2,  p.  72 ;  Brook>,  ibid.  p.  80 ;  id.  S.  K 
iii,  p,  2')7  ;  Oodw.-Autl.  J.  A.  S.  B.  slvii,  pt  2,  p.  21  ;  BiddiUph, 
Ihit,  1882.  p.  287  ;   Humt,  S.  F.  li,  p.  323;   Seebohm,   Omradr. 
p.  314;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  SJ5;    W.   W.  Cordfaux,  Ibia, 
1897,  p.  583. 
TTif  BedJiiltei  Curlnr,  Jerdon. 


itmthersi.     |, 


Coloration.  Head  to  the  eyes  including  cheeks,  chin,  throat,  and 
crown,   t«rminatiDg   in  a   point   on    the  nape,    blackish  brown. 
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browner  and  often  raized  with  grey  on  the  forehead,  and  with  a 
narrow  white  border  except  on  the  occiput ;  neck  all  round  and 
tipper  breast  bluish  ashy,  separated  from  the  broad  black  gorget 
A(*ro8s  the  breast  by  another  narrow  white  'border;  upper  bai-k, 
scapulars,  and  tertiaries  light  brownish  grey,  becoming  more  ashy 
on  the  wing-coverts;  uinglet  blackish  ;  quills  ashy  brown,  tips  of 
primaries  darker,  most  of  the  primaries,  and  sometimes  all,  with  a 
white  spot  on  the  inner  web  near  the  end,  greatly  increasing  in 
size  on  the  innermost  primaries ;  all  quills  white  at  base,  the  outer 
secondaries  to  a  large  extent ;  lower  back  and  rump  grey,  upper 
tail-coverts  blackish ;  tail-feathtrs  ashy  brown,  with  dark  wavy 
cross-bars,  all  except  the  middle  pair  with  a  subterminal  black 
spot ;  outermost  pair  barred  black  and  \^  hite  on  outer  webs,  and 
with  the  barring  on  the  inner  webs  almost  obsolete;  lower  surface 
from  middle  of  breast  white. 

Young  birds  want  the  blackish  brown  of  the  head  and  the  blac!< 
gorget. 

Bill  and  irides  crimson  ;  legs  pinkish  grey  (Godwin- Austen) ;  legs . 
blood- red  (Jenhn), 

Length  16  inches;  tail  4*5;  wing  9*25;  tarsus  1*0;  bill  from 
gape  3  to  3*5. 

DUtrilution,  Throughout  Central  Asia  from  Western  Turkestan 
to  North  China.  Uhis  bird  inhabits  the  Himalayas  from  Kashmir 
to  Upper  Assam,  keeping  to  stream-beds  at  high  elevations  in 
summer,  and  descending  almost  to  the  plains  in  winter.  It  has 
also  been  obtained  by  Godvi  in -Austen  in  the  Naga  hills  at  a  low 
level  in  February  and  March.  Quite  recently  a  specimen  has  been 
thot  by  Capt.  Barton  in  the  Afridi  country,  Afghan  frontier. 

I/affits,  ^'c.  This  remarkable  ^ader  keeps  chiefly  to  the  beds  of 
11. ountain-st reams,  and  is  found  singly,  in  pairs,  or  in  (^mall  flocks, 
probably  families,  of  about  five  or  six  individuals.  I  met  with 
scattered  flocks  of  tins  kind  in  the  interior  of  Sikhim,  at  12,0CHJ 
feet:,  in  bVptember.  The  food  consists  of  insects  and,  it  is  said, 
mollusc  a  and  crustacea.  Though  this  species  undoubtedly  breeds 
in  the  Himalayas  about  May,  and  is  said  to  make  its  nest  in  a 
hollow  beside  a  etone  or  a  stranded  log,  the  eggs  have  never,  so  far 
as  1  can  ascertain,  keen  described  except  from  native  information. 


Subfamily  TOTANINiE. 

The  Curlews,  Godwits,  Sandpipers,  and  Stints  agree  in  having  a 
blender,  generally  rather  lengthened  bill,  more  or  less  richly 
provided  uith  nerves,  and  consequently  endowed  with  a  delitate 
hense  of  touch,  an  essential  qualification  \(hen  this  organ  is  used 
to  search  in  mud  and  vet  sand  for  the  annelids  and  other  small 
animals  on  \\hich  the  bird  feids.  This  is  far  less  the  case  with 
Curlews  and  i^'audpipers  than  \uth  the  Stints.     All  the  genera  of 
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this  subfamily  (except  iVu>n«/im5,  in  which  the  back  of  the  tarsus 
19  reticulated)  have  the  tarsus  scutulate  or  transversely  shielded 
both  in  front  and  behind,  and  all  undergo  a  considerable  change  of 
j  plumage  at  the  spring  moult,  and  have  a  distinct  summer  and 

winter  garb.  In  only  one  genus  is  there  any  decided  difference  in 
plumage  between  the  sexes,  and  in  that  case  it  is  confined  tu  the 
breeding  dress. 

All  the  birds  of  this  subfamily  are  winter  visitors  to  India,  only 
one  species  beiiig  known  to  breed  even  in  the  Himalayas. 

Keij  to  the  Gewra. 

a.  Toes  not  fringred  by  a  lobed  web  like  a  Coot's. 
«'.  Toes  partially  webbed  at  the  base. 

a".  Bill  long,  curved  downwards Numenius,  p.  251. 

b".  Bill  straight  or  slightly  curving  upwards. 
*  a*.  Bill  longer  than  tail. 

a\  Bill  not  broader  at  end Limosa,  p.  2o4. 

bK  Bill  Snipe-like,  broader  at  end  and 

pitted    Macrorhamphus, 

b^.  Bill  not  longer  than  tail.  fp.  257. 

c*.  Bill  nearly  twice  as  long  as  tarsus  . .     Terbkfa,  p.  ^^38. 
d\  Bill  shorter  than  tarsud  or  not  much 
longer, 

n\  Sexes  alike Totanus,  p.  259. 

ft\  Sexes  in  breeding-season  different .     Pavoncklla,  p.  268. 
b'.  Toes  divided  to  base ;  bill  soft,  tiexibie. 

c".  No  hind  toe    Cahdris,  p.  270. 

d",  A  hind  toe, 
c^.  Bill    spoon-shaped,    greatly   expanded  [p.  271. 

near  tip Eurynorhynchus, 

tP.  Bill  slender,  not  spoon-shaped Tringa,  p.  272. 

b.  Anterior  toes  with  a  lobed  web  throughout    . .     Phalaropus,  p.  280. 

Genus  IHJMENIUS,  Brisson,  1760. 

Bill  very  long,  slender,  curved  downwards,  tip  of  the  upper 
mandible  obtuse,  projecting  beyond  the  lower ;  nostril  in  a  groove 
that  extends  three-quarters  the  length  of  the  bill  or  more. 
Wings  long,  pointed,  1st  quill  longest,  tertiaries  long;  tail  short, 
rounded.  Legs  of  moderate  length  ;  tarsus  reticulated  except  on 
the  lower  portion  in  front,  where  it  is  covered  with  transverse 
scutation ;  hind  toe  well  developed,  anterior  toes  webbed  at  the 
base,  claws  dilated. 

About  eight  or  nine  species  of  Curlews  and  Whimbrels  are 
known,  very  widely  distributed.    Two  are  Indian. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Crown  streaked  ;  bill  5  to  7  inches  long N,  arquata^  p.  252, 

6.  Crown  brown  with  a  pale  median  band ;  bill 

under  4  in N,  phteopus^  p.  253. 
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1454.  NamenioB  arquata.    The  Curlnv, 


Soolopax  arquata,  Linn,  Syst.  Nat  i,  p.  242  (1766).  ^ 

Nunieuius  arquata,  2?/yM,  Cat.  p.  208;  Jerdon,  B.I.  iii,  p.  683;  ^ 

Le  Messfn-ier,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  381 ;  Oalee,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  412 ;  Sharj^e, 
Cat.  B.M.xxn,^.  S4l.  .    . 

Numenius  lineatus,  Cuv.  Reqne  An.  ed.  2*,  i,  p.  621  (1829) ;  Blyth, 
Ibis,  1867,  p.  167  ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  237 ;  Adaniy  ibid.  p.  30ti ; 
Humey  S.  t\  ii,  p.  290;  Bvtler  4*  Humcy  S.  F.  iv,  p.  16;  Arm- 
strong, ibid.  p.  341 ;  Hume^  Hid.  p.  404 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  v,  pp.  2iW, 
236 ;  Hume  Jj'  Dav.  S.  F.  \i,  p.  460 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  487  ;  id. 
Cat.  no.  877 ;  Saflly,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  356 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix.  p.  84 ; 
Butter,  ibid.  p.  429;  Leffge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  906;  Eeid,  S.  F.  x, 
p.  69;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  361 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  322. 

NumeDius  nrcuatus,  Irby,  Ibis,  1861,  p.  240. 

Gear,  Gounffh.  Barra  Guiinda,  II. ;   Choppa,  Sada  Kastachura,  B;  ng. 


Fig.  58. — Head  of  JV' aryim/a.     \. 

Coloration.  Crown  and  sides  of  head,  and  neck  all  round  light 
brown  with  dark  shaft-stripes,  darkest  on  the  crown ;  a  whitish 
Buperciliuro,  not  very  distinct ;  back  and  scapulars  blackish  brown, 
with  light  brown  edges  to  the  feathers,  some  of  the  longer 
scapulars  obliquely  barred  near  the  edges  ;  ving-coverts  similar  to 
back  but  the  edges  are  paler ;  bastard  wing,  primary-coverts,  and 
])nmane8  blackish  brown,  primary-coverts  and  inner  primaries 
with  white  tips,  all  primaries  notched  or  mottled  on  inner  web  and 
inner  primaries  notched  on  both  webs  with  white ;  secondaries 
brown  barred  with  white,  tertiaries  dark  brown  barred  with  ashy 
brown,  the  pale  bars  not  extending  across  in  either  case ;  lower 
*back  and  rump  white,  the  feathers  in  the  middle  with  blackish 
shaft-stripes,  ea^'h  ending  in  a  broader  pointed  spot ;  upper  tail- 
coverts  white  with  larger  spots;  tail-feathers  ashy  brown  with 
dark  brown  cross-bars  ;  chin  and  throat  white ;  fore  neck  brownish 
white  with  dark  shaft-lines ;  rest  of  lower  parts  white,  Mith  dark 
shaft-lines  on  the  breast  and  flanks. 

In  breeding-plumage  the  whole  bird  is  darker  and  the  shaft- 
lines  broader,  both  above  and  below,  and  they  extend  to  the 
abdomen. 

Bill  dark  brown  or  blackish,  basal  half  of  lower  mandible  light 
brown  to  fleshy  w  hite ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  bluish  grey. 

Ijength  about  2«'};  tail  4*5;  wing  11*«5;  tarsus  4*4;  bill  from 
gape  6  to  over  7,  generally  between  5  and  6.  Females  are  larger 
ilian  males. 


TtUMENIUS.  2o3 

Digtrihviion,  A  winter  visitor  to  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  also 
to  tb^  ^Anjamans,  Nicobars,  Laccadives,  &c.  Curlews  pass  the 
»  summer  aiicl  breed  in  temperate  Europe  aud  Asia,  and  spend  the 
winter  in  Africa  and  Southern  Asia. 

HahiU^  4'c.  In  India  Curlews  are  roost  abundant  on  the  sea-coast 
and  on  the  banks  of  tidal  rivers ;  but  some  are  found  inland  in 
well-watered  countries  near  rivers,  large  tanks,  and  marshes. 
As  a  rule  they  are  seen  singly  or  in  twos  or  threes,  but  flocks  are 
not  uncommon.  The  Curlew  has  a  peculiar,  very  plaintive  cry, 
not  unlike  that  of  the  Golden  Plover,  but  wilder.  It  is  a  very 
wary  bird. 

The  Indian  Curlew,  y,  Uneaiusy  was  long  rej^arded  as  distinct, 
but -the  differences  have  been  shown  to  be  chiefly  due  to  winter 
plumage.    The  bill  is  somewhat  longer  on  an  average. 

1455.  Nnmenias  phsBopna.    The  Whimhrel, 

Scolopax  phaeopus,  Linn,  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  243  (17C0). 

Numenius  phaeopus,  Blyth,  Cat  p.  2ijS\  Jerdon^  B,  1.  iii,  p.  684; 
Bhfth,  Ibis,  1807,  p.  1(^8  ;  Hayes-Lloyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  417  ;  Hume, 
S.  R  ii,  p.  297  ;  Le  Memtrier,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  ;i81 ;  Bhjth  \  Wald, 
Birds  Burm.  p.  155 ;  Butler  <$•  Hume,  S.  P,  iv,  p.  16»:  Armstrong, 
ibid.  p.  341 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  404 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  4C)6 ; 
Butler,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  187 ;  ix,  p.  429 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  487 ;  td.  Cat. 
no.  878;  Leyffe,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  910;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  85 ;  Beid, 
S.  F.  X,  p.  70 ;  Gates,  ^.  iff.  ii,  p.  411  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  352  ; 
Sharpe,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  355. 

Chota  Goungh,  Chota  Gulinda,  H. 

Coloration.  Crown  including  forehead  dark  brown,  with  a  broken 
median  white  band ;  long  supercilia  from  base  of  bill  and  sides  of 
head  whitish  with  dark  streaks ;  lores  and  a  band  through  eye  to 
ear-coverts  dark  brown  ;  upper  parts  generally  brown,  with  whitish 
spots  on  the  edges  of  the  feathers,  becoming  larger  on  the  wing- 
coverts  ;  bastard  wing,  primary-coverts  and  quills  blackish  brown, 
primary-coverts  and  inner  primaries  tipped  white,  inner  webs  of 
all  quills  and  outer  webs  of  the  inner  primaries  and  of  the  second- 
aries with  white  indentations ;  lower  back  and  rump  white,  some 
of  the  feathers  as  a  rule  with  subterminal  pointed  brown  spots  ; 
upper  tail-coverts,  barred  dark  brown  and  whitish  ;  tail  ashy 
brown,  barred  with  dark  brown  ;  chin,  throat,  and  abdomen  white  ; 
fore  neck  and  breast  sullied  white  with  dark  brown  shafts,  flanks 
and  axillaries  barred. 

To  the  eastward  this  passes  into  N.  variegaius,  with  the  Ijwer 
back  and  rump  thickly  mottled  with  bars  and  spots  of  brown. 
Some  Burmese  skins  are  referred  to  N,  varia/atus  by  Sharpe,  but 
it  only  ranks  as  a  race  or  subspecies. 

Bill  blackish  brown,  basal  half  of  lower  mandible  pale  and 
pinkish  ;  irides  dark  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  bluish  grey. 

Length  of  male  17;  tail  3*75;  wing  9*5;  tarsus  2;3;  bill 
from  gape  3'2.  Females  on  an  average  exceed  males  iu  size ; 
wing  10. 
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DUlriljvlioa.  Europe  and  Xorlhcrn  Asia  in  Hiimmi^C_ 

Southern  Asia,  the  Malay  Arohipelago,  nud  Australiff  in,_i 

This  is  a  winter  visitor  to  the  sen-coasts  of  India,  ^rlozi. 
Bui'iun,  and  is  occasioimllj'  found  inland. 

JtitliiU,  ijr.  As  a  rule,  though  there  are  local  extvptiona^ 
AVIiimbrel  ia  a  leas  coniiuoii  bu'd  than  the  Curlew  in  Iiid^l 
it  hai  very  similar  huhtta.  It  ia  good  to  eat,  Wtter  thait 
Curlew. 

Oeous  LIMOSA,  Bi-isson.  1700. 

The  Oodwits  have  a  very  long  bill,  struiglit  or  alij^hliy  reoui 
with  the  apex  obtuae,  both  mandiblea  grooved  at  thesid^;  nos 
linear,  near  t be  ba«<eof  the  bill.  Wings  long  and  pointed,  Ist  i 
longest:  tail  of  moderate  lenirth,  even,  Tarstia  niodemte.  tr 
veraely  shielded  ia  parts  botb  before  and  behind;  hind  toe 
developed,  a  web  between  the  outer  and  middle  toes, 
Bcaroely  any  belween  the  middle  nnd  inoer  ;  middle  < 
dilated,  curved  outwards  and  often  iweMnate  outside.  Wii 
plumage  greyish  brown ;  breeding-plumage  rufous  in  both  ftBxe 

The  genua  is  almost  coaniopolttan ;  tuo  species  are  Indian. 

A>^  to  the  Sjteeir*. 

a.  DumI  half  of  tail  while,  t«rTuiaal  half  luoitly 

Iiliteh,  iiol  bwred L-  hrlgiM,  p,  'i'A 

b.  Tnil  more  iir  less  Imrred   i.  lapjmHMtg^  ' 

1456.  Limwft  belgica.     The  B1ark-'lail*d  Oodm 

SeoloiMu  limoaa,  Liun.  Sgel.  Nid.  i,  p.  ^i^  f  1700), 

Sceluvax  bel^ica,  Om.  fk/*t.  Kat.  1,  p,  fiOJl  (KSH). 

LimnKit  laeluiuM,  I^itlrr,  A'achlr.  linrhtt.   Xaturtf.  pt,il 

(ISla)  1  Srebahn,  Vharadr.  p.  a89.  I 

LiniOM  icguMphaU,  apud  PaUaf,  Xeuffr.  Itoair-Atiat.  ii,  p.]n 

Cat.  V.   1!U8:  Irhif,  tbu,  1801,  ^  340:  Jerdan.  Jl.  1.  SHT^ 

Stolkzka,  J.  A.S.  S.  Kli,  pt.  2.  p.  2fi2;  //ira.r,  S.  F.  t.  p.  8 

AJam,  ibiJ.y.  SIHt :  Oalu.  S.  K  iii,p.  :t4tii  Itlnth,  hirdt  B* 

p.  IfiB  i   UuUer  &  lluim-,  A.  f.  iv,  ji.  18  (  i/uuw  ^  Dm.  S.  F. 


J.*>jge,  liird»  Oryl.  p.  832:  JSeuify.  Ihu,  1861,  p.  f^»  ; 
Marth.  Oanu  B.  iii,  p,  40l>,  pt, ;  Bad,  S.  f.  x.  p.  110:  J<.w 
S.  F.  X,  p.  ajO  i  Taj/lor,  ibid.  pp.  6S9.  O-'tl ;  Oatn.  Ji.  B.  u,  p.4 
Mn'nA.  j-  Sanm,  Ibu.  IS^.^,  y.  ISU  t  Bamrt,  Riidt  hamt.  p.  I 
lltimr.  S.  F.  x\,  p.  •123 ;  nre  Me.  n^fpvophitln,  t. 

I  JmoM  mi<liuiuroid».  Gould,  P.  Z.  H.  ItMtt.  p.  b4  i  Jllyth,  OU,  M 
p.  ;B  (  Hume,  S.  F.  \iil.  p.  ISr ;  xi,  p.  3±d. 

limoM  liuiona,  Hhorpt;  Cat.  B.  M.  xitiv.  p.  381. 
Tht   Small  Godttit,   Jrrdnn  ;    Oud/ra,   Gairiya,   Jdmji-at,   KUjr,  1 
Sia/jm/ha,  Nepal ;  Jaurali,  Wimg. ;   Tondu  tdanka,  Tul. 

Vt^lomtion    \a   winter.     Upper  {wits    hrov^n,   head    xmA  n 
tither  p<Uer,  a  leudency  to  dark  i-eiitrea  on  the  bock  and  win 
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\r.        short   supetctlia  and  a  spot  under  each  eye  white ;  lesser  wing- 

\.  ^    coveilSs  hastard  wing,  primary-coverts,  primaries,  and  ends  of 

J    -  r     secondaries  SMackish  brown,  tips  of  greater  coverts  and  bases  of 

I       quills  white,  the  white  extending  farther  down  the  inner  webs 

of  the  first  four  primaries  and  the  outer  webs  of  the  others  ;  whols 

i       outer  webs  of  later  secondaries  white ;    lower  back  and  rump 

._ .  blackish  brown  ;  upper  tail-coverts  and  basal  half  of  tail  w^hite ; 

terminal  half  of  tail  black,  ashy  brown  at  tip,  the  black  diminishing 

on  the  outer  feathers ;    chin,  throat,  wing-lining,  azillaries,  and 

abdomen  white ;  fore  neck  and  breast  light  greyish  brown. 

In  summer  the  head,  neck,  and  lower  parts  are  dull  rufous,  the 
crown  is  streaked  with  black  ;  back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries  black, 
the  feathers  with  marginal  rufous  spots ;  chin,  throat,  and  lower 
abdomen  white ;  lower  back  black,  and  terminal  spots  on  upper  tail- 
coverts  the  same ;  breast  and  flanks  with  brown  cross-bars. 


Fig.  59.— Head  of  L.  heUfica,     }. 

Bill  dull  orange  reddish  at  the  base,  dusky  at  the  tip ;  irides 
dark  brown  ;  legs  dusky  greyish  g^een  (Jerdon), 

Length  16  to  19'5  inches  ;  tail  2-6-3-1 ;  wing  7'5-9-2o  ;  tarsus 
2-25-3*6;  bill  from  gape  2-9-4'8.  Females  average  much  larger 
than  males,  but  measurements  of  the  two  sexes  overlap  consider- 
ably.    Dimensions  vary  to  a  remarkable  extent. 

Distribution.  A  migratory  bird,  breeding  in  temperate  Europe 
and  Asia  up  to  the  Arctic  circle,  and  passing  the  winter  in 
Southern  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  Southern  Asia,  the  Malay 
Archipelago,  and  Australia.  The  race  found  in  Eastern  Asia  and 
Australia  {L,  melanuroides)  runs  smaller,  but  is  not  distinguished 
by  any  constant  character.  This  God  wit  is  common  throughout 
the  plains  of  Northern  India  from  October  to  March,  but  rare 
south  of  lat.  20^.  It  was,  however,  obtained  by  Jerdon  in  the 
south,  and  by  Layard  in  Ceylon.     It  is  rare  in  Assam  arid  Burma. 

Habits,  Sfc.  The  Black-tailed  Godwit  is  found  on  the  edges  of 
tanks  and  swamps,  and  occasionally  of  rivers,  sometimes  singly, 
but  more  often  in  flocks  of  from  ten  to  over  a  hundred.  It  feeds 
partly  on  insects,  mollusca,  and  worms,  partly,  in  India  at  all 
events,  on  rice  and  millet,  and,  especially  when  fed  on  grain,  is  a 
delicious  bird.  It  is  commonly  sold  in  the  Calcutta  bazaar  as 
Woodcock. 
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1457.  LimoBa  lapponica.    T?ie  Bar-tailed  GoJivU.    \ 

Scolopax  lapponica  &  eegocephala,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat.  ],|i^%^'d  (1  /C6).    ".' 
Limosa  rufa,  Tenim.  Man.  a'Om.  ed.  2,  ii,  p.  668  (1820)  ;   B^yth^  {% 

Ibis,  1865,  p.  86 ;   Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  286 ;   Seebohm,  Charadr.  '  ^ 

p.  384. 
Limosa  lapponica,  Hume,  Cat.  no.  876 bis;  Butler,  Cat.  B.  Stnd Src 

p.  62;  Hume  iif  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  417,  pi.;  Murray ^   Verf. 

Zooi,  Sind,  p.  244  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  349 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M. 

xxiv,  p.  378. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Upper  parts  ashy  brown,  dark-sbafied, 
and  the  feathers  pale-edged,  the  wing- coverts  with  w  hitish  borders ; 
broad  indistinct  \^  liitish  supercilia  ;  bastard  wing,  primary -co  verts, 
and  primaries  blackish  brown,  secondaries  dark  brown ;  greater 
secondary- coverts,  secondaries,  and  inner  primaries  with  \^hite 
margins,  inner  borders  of  primaries  mottled  with  white;  lower 
back  and  rump  white,  with  a  few  arrowhead-  or  heart-shaped  brown 
spots  ;  upper  tail-coverts  white,  with  irregular  brown  bars  ;  middle 
tail-feathers  ashy  brown  towards  the  end,  tipped  whitish,  barred 
with  white  and  brown  towards  the  base,  outer  rectrices  barred 
throughout  ;  lovier  parts  white  except  the  fore  neck  and  upper 
breast,  which  are  sullied  and  marked  with  brown  streaks ;  axillaric:$ 
white,  with  brown  arrowhead  spots  or  bars. 

Young  birds  in  autumn  differ  from  adults  in  having  the  back 
dark  brown  with  bufE  spots,  the  tertiaries  with  marr;inal  buff 
indentations,  the  tail  barred  throughout,  and  the  lower  parts 
isabelUne,  growing  white  on  the  abdomen.  They  appear  to  moult 
into  the  adult  winter  plumage  about  October  or  November. 

In  breeding-plumnge  the  crown  is  black  with  rufous  edges  to 
the  feathers  ;  hind  neck  rufous,  slightly  streaked  ;  back,  scapulars, 
and  tertiaries  blackish  brown,  \iith  rufous  spots  ;  quills  and  wing- 
lining  as  in  winter ;  tail  bai;red  white  and  brown  throughout ; 
lower  parts  deep  dull  rufous  (dull  chestnut),  streaked  vith  brown 
on  the  sides  of  the  breast. 

Bill  black  or  dusky  near  the  tip,  basal  half  pinkish ;  irides 
brown  ;  legs  and  feet  black  or  dusky  plumbeous  (Hume). 

Length  of  males  14*5;  tail  2-5;  wing  H;  tarsus  2;  bill  from 
gajje  3.     Females  are  larger  ;  wing  8-5,  bill  3*6  to  4-4. 

Distrihution.  The  Bar-tailed  (aodwit  brtn^ds  in  Northern  Europe 
and  North-western  Asia,  and  migrates  in  winter  to  Africa  norih  of 
the  equator  and  bouth-\testern  Asia.  It  is  common  at  that 
reason  in  Karachi  Harbour,  the  only  locality  in  the 'Indian  Empire 
at  which  it  has  been  found.  In  Eastern  Asia  an  allied  species  or 
subspecies,  L.  nova-ztalandur^  occurs,  di.^tinguished  by  its  duskv 
lower  back  and  rump,  of  which  the  feathers  are  blackish  with 
w  bite  ed^es,  and  by  its  longer  bill.  This  bird  breeds  in  Alaska 
and  Eastern  Siberia  and  ranges  iu  winter  through  China,  Japan, 
and  the  ^falay  Archipelago,  to  Australia,  Polynesia,  and  New 
Zealand.  One  specimen  was  obtained  at  Singapore  by  Davison, 
but  none  ha.s  hitherto  been  procured  in  Burma. 

Habits,  ti'c.  Very  similar  to  those  of  L.  behjica  ;  but  the  presi^nt 
bird  do«.*s  not  collect  in  as  large  tlocks,  and  is  generally  found  in 
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associating  with  other  waders.  It  is  almost  exclusively  a 
^t  J-iird,  feeding  on  small  Crustacea,  annelida,  and  moUusea,  and 
-  fitssh  is  ifilerior  to  that  of  the  Black-tailed  Godwit. 

Genus  KACBORHAMPHUS,  Leach,  1816. 

•  Bill  like  that  of  a  Snipe,  long,  straight,  slender ;  both  mandibles 
broader  towards  the  end  and  pitted ;  the  upper  mandible  grooved 
above  near  the  end,  and  both  mandibles  grooved  at  the  side ; 
nostrils  near  the  base.  Wing  long  and  pointed,  Ist  quill*  longest, 
2nd  subequal ;  tail  of  moderate  length.  Tarsus  shorter  than  bill, 
lower  part  transversely  shielded  in  front  (and  in  one  species,  M. 
ffriseus,  behind) ;  hind  toe  well  developed,  anterior  toes  webbed 
near  base,  the  web  between  the  outer  and  middle  toes  the  larger. 
Summer  plumage  rufous,  winter  plumage  grej  as  in  Godwits. 

Two  species  are  known,  one  American,  the  other  an  occasional 
winter  visitor  to  India  and  Burma. 

1458.  MacroThftmphTU  semipalmatns.     The  Snipe-billed  Godivif. 

Macrorhamphus  semipalmatus,  Jerdon,  Blyihy  J,  A,  S.  B.  xvii,  p.  252 

(1848) ;  td.  Cat  p.  271 ;  Jerdun,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  679 ;  Hume,  S,  F,  vii, 

p.  484. 
Pseudoscolopax  semipalmatus,  Bli/th,  J.  A,  S.  B,  xxviii,  p.  280;  id. 

Ibis,  1867,  p.  167 ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  874 ;  id,  »!<•  Marsh.  Game  B. 

iii,  p.  395,  pi.  ;  Oates,  S,  K  x,  p.  239 ;  id,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  408. 
Micropalama  tackzanowskia,  Verreaux,  Bev,  et  Mag,  Zool,   I860. 

p.  206,  pi.  xiv. 
Macrorhamphu;}  taczanowijkii,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxiv,  p.  4C0. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Upper  plumage  brown,  with  whitish  edges 
to  feathers ;  broad  whitish  supercilia ;  forehead  and  lores  dark ; 
quills  dark  brown,  mottled  with  white  on  inner  margin ;  inner 
primaries  and  all  secondaries  more  or  less  bordered  with  white ; 
rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  white,  with  irregular  arrowhead-shaped 
bars  of  brown;  tail-feathers  more  regularly  barred  brown  and 
white  ;  lower  parts  white ;  sides  of  head,  chin,  throat,  fore  neck, 
and  upper  breast  streaked  with  brown,  sometimes  forming  wavy 
bands ;  axillaries,  flanks,  and  under  tail-coverts  irregularly  spotted 
and  barred  with  brown. 

In  summer  the  upper  parts  are  described  as  bright  rufous  with 
brown  streaks  and  spots  and  the  lower  parts  uniform  rufous. 

Bill  black,  plumbeous  at  the  base ;  irides  dark  brown ;  legs  and 
feet  dark  plumbeous  (pates). 

Length  13-25  ;  tail  2-5 ;  wing  7 ;  tarsus  2 ;  bill  from  gape  2-9  to 
3-2.5. 

Distribution,  This  rare  bird  breeds  somewhere  in  Siberia,  its 
breeding-haunts  being,  however,  unknown,  and  a  very  few  indi- 
viduals have  been  obtained  in  Mongolia,  China,  and  Japan.  One 
specimen  was  procured  by  Jerdon  in  Madras,  one  by  Blyth  and 
three  by  Hume  in  Calcutta,  brought  from  the  neighbourhood,  two 
were  shot  by  Oates  at  Kyeikpadein  in  Pegu,  and  one  by  Colonel 
McMaster  at  Eongoon,  all  in  the  cold  season.     Lately  Captain  1\ 
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St.  Leger  Wood  (Asian,  22nd  Feb.  1895,  p.  377)  writes  tfaat. 
has  killed  an  individual  at  Baipur.  \  j^ . 

Habits,  ^c.  Not  known,  but  the  bird  is  doubtler-f^MM^r 
worms  or  small  Crustacea  burrowing  in  mud..     So  far  ^^}au>vt». 
no  Indian  specimen,  except  perhaps  Jerdon's,  has  been  o\)taiDe<l 
on  the  sea-coast. 

Genus  TEBEEIA,  Bonap.,  1838. 

This  generic  type  is  in  some  respects  intermediate  between 
Limosa  and  Totanus,  but  differs  from  both  in  having  the  bill  nearly 
twice  as  long  as  the  tarsus.  In  its  habits  and  eggs  it  is  a  Sand- 
piper, not  a  Godwit,  and  its  breeding-plumage  differs  but  little 
from  its  winter  dress. 

The  bill  is  distinctly  curved  upwards,  rather  wide  at  the  base ; 
the  upper  mandible  slightly  bent  downwards  at  the  tip ;  lower 
mandible  but  slightly  grooved.  Wings  long,  Ist  quill  longest; 
tail  moderate,  nearly  even.  Tarsus  scutulated,  short,  but  longer 
than  the  middle  toe  and  claw ;  anterior  toes  slightly  webbed ;  middle 
claw  dilated,  not  pectinated. 

A  single  species. 

1459.  Terekia  cinerea.     The  Terek  Sandpiper  or  Avocet  Sandpiper. 

Scolopax  cinerea,  Guldemtddtj  Nov.  Com.  Petrap,  xix,  p.  47S,  pi.  19 
(1774). 

Scolopax  terek,  Lath.  Ind.  Om.  ii,  p.  724  (1790). 

XenuB  cinereus,  A'aw;?,  iWi/tir/.  Sysi.  p.  116;  BIyth  4"  Wald.  Birdg 
Burnt,  p.  155. 

Terekia  cinerea,  G.  R.  Gray,  List  Gen.  B.  2nd  ed.  1841,  p.  88 ;  Bh/(h, 
Cat.  p.  207  ;  JVrrfoM,  B.  L  iii,  p.  082;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  237*;  ii, 
p^  290:  Bali,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  230 ;  Armstrong,  ibid.  p.  841 ;  Hume  ^ 
J)av.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  400;  Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  480 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  870 ; 
Legye,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  830 ;  Simson,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  02 ;  Gates,  B,  B, 
ii,  p.  407  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  351 ;  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxiv, 
p.  474, 

Tetanus  terekius,  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  3C9. 

Coloration.  Forehead  and  supercilia,  not  extending  behind  the 
eyes, "white ;  lores  brown;  whole  upper  plumage,  including  rump 
and  upper  tail-coverts,  greyish  brovn,  with  dark  shaft-stripes ; 
lesser  coverts  and  all  outer  coverts,  with  the  primaries,  blackish  j 
secondaries  brown,  broadly  tipped  and  bordered  with  white ;  tail- 
feathers  coloured  like  the  back,  the  outer  rectrices  more  or  less 
mottled  with  white;  lower  parts  white,  cheeks,  sides  of  neck,  fore 
neck,  and  pidcH  of  breast  more  or  less  sullied  and  streaked  with 
brown  ;  axillaries  white. 

In  summer  broader  black  shaft-stripes  are  developed,  especially 
on  the  scapulars ;  the  sides  of  head  aud  neck  and  the  breast  are 
distinctly  striated  with  brovn. 

Bill  blackish  brown,  orange-yellow  at  base ;  irides  brown ;  legs 
and  feet  orange-yellow  (Legrje), 

Length  9*5;  tail  2*2;  wing  5;  tarsus  1*1 ;  bill  from  gape  about  2. 
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1}\si>^*Hon.  The  breeding  home  of  this  species  is  in  North- 

^^.^KQ  *  Eirope  and  Xorthern   Siberia ;  its   winter  quarters   in 

^£:y^»ni  Afrr-a,  Southern  Asia,  and  Australia.     It  is  found  on  the 

-;:  «ejft^32^t^^®  whole  Indian  Empire  at  that  season,  but  is  only 

con^mon  locally. 

HahiU^  4rc.  In  India  the  Avocet  Sandpiper  is  almost  confined  to 
the  sea-coast  and  the  shores  of  backwaters  and  tidal  estuaries, 
where  it  occurs  in  small  parlies.  It  swims  well.  Ball  killed  a 
male  in  winter  garb  on  the  Orissa  coast  in  May,  but  Hume 
found  that  at  Karachi  in  February  a  few  birds  had  begun  to  assume 
the  summer  plumage. 

Genus  TOTAITUS,  Bechstein,  1803. 

Bill  long,  slender,  straight  or  slightly  curA'ed  upwards ;  both 
mandibles  distinctly  grooved  at  each  side ;  tip  of  upper  mandible 
hard  and  bent  down.  Wings  long,  pointed;  1st  quill  longest; 
tertiaries  long;  tail  moderate,  slightly  rounded.  Legs  and  feet 
variable;  the  tarsus  always  scutulated  in  front  and  behind, generally 
of  nearly  the  same  length  as  the  bill,  but  occasionaUy  slightly 
longer  and  more  frequently  a  little  shorter.  Hind  toe  present ; . 
anterior  toes  united  by  web,  which  is  in  some  species  rudimentary 
between  the  middle  and  inner  toes. 

Owing  to  differences  in  the  relative  and  absolute  length  of  the 
bill  and  tarsi,  and  in  the  development  of  the  web  between  the  2nd 
and  3rd  toes,  the  species  here  brou<»ht  together  are  often  distribut-ed 
into  several  genera.  Amongst  the  more  important  distinctions 
are  those  of  T.  fuscutf  which  has  a  remarkable  dark  breeding- 
plumage,  the  other  species  not  showing  any  great  change  in  their 
summer  garb  ;  T,  stagnating^  in  which  the  tarsus  is  considerably 
longer  than  the  bill ;  T.  glottis  and  T.  ochrajms,  with  a  single  emar- 
gination  on  each  side  of  the  sternum  instead  of  two,  the  latter, 
moreover,  having  a  peculiar  parasitic  nidifi cation  ;  and  T.  calidris 
and  T,  guttifer^  in  which  the  web  between  the  2nd  and  3rd  toes  is 
well  developed.  As  here  regarded,  the  genus  Totanus  is  generally 
distributed  and  contains  eight  Indian  species. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Bill  straight,  not  curved  upwards. 

a\  Small  forms ;  wing  not  exceeding  5 ;  legs 

olive  or  green. 
•  a".  No  white  on  rump T.  hypoiettafs,  p.  260. 

b".  Ramp  white T.  glareola,  p.  201. 

b\  Wing  betweeD  6  and  6 ;  legs  olive  or  green. 

c'\  Lowerback  brown ;  tarsus  shorter  than  bill.     T,  ochropus,  p.  202. 

<f .  Lowerback  white ;  tarsus  longer  than  bill.     T,  stagnatiltSj  p.  263. 
e.  Wing  over  6 ;  lejrs  red. 

tf\  Secondary  quills  all  white   T.  calidris,  p.  264. 

/",  Secondary  quills  barred  brown  and  white     T.fuscus,  p.  265. 

b.  Bill  slightly  curved  upwards ;  wing  over  6. 

g'\  Tarsus  2*5 ;  legs  yellowish  green    T.  glottis^  p.  260. 

k".  Tarsus  1-75 ;  legs  dull  yellow     T,  guttifer,  p.  267. 
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1460.  TotantLB  liypoleucus.     The  Common  Sandjf^^,   j 

Tringa  hypoleucoe,  Linn.  Sj/st,  Nat.  i,  p.  250  (1760).  J 

Actitis  hypoleucus,  Uliyer,  Prod.  p.  262 ;  Blythy  Cat.  K?^^  '  •^fento-; 
B.  1.  iii,  p.  699  ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  169 ;  Stolif^^^tArfitJ 
xli,  pt.  2,  p.  263 ;  Hume  ^  Henders.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  289 ;   Wa,  -   ^  ' 
Ibis,  i87a,  p.  317  ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  18,  v,  p.  233 ;  Ball,  it    K 
vii,  p.  228. 

Totanus  hypoleucus,  Temnu  Man.  d'Om.  p.  424 ;  Brooks,  J.  A,  S.B. 
xli,  pt.  2,  p.  86 ;  Bijigham,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  197 ;  JSeebohnij  Charadn 
p.  371. 

Tnngoides  hvpoleucus,  Bonap.  Saggio  Distr.  JHeth.  p.  58 ;  JTrmie, 
N.  *5-  E.  p.'e88 ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  247;  Adajn,  ibid.  p.  397 ;  Hume, 
S.  F.  ii,  p.  299 ;  Armstrong,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  344 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  466 ; 
Hunie  .$•  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  pp.  463, 621 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  893  ;  ScuUy, 
S.  F.  viii,  p.  358 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  867  ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  86 ; 
Doig,  ibid.  p.  282 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  430 :  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  97, 
1882,  p.  289;  Scully,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  689;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  71 -, 
Davison,  ibid.  p.  414  ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  399  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  369 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  324 ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  1 77 ; 
Oates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  362  ;  Sharpe,  Yark.  Miss., 
Ares,  p.  141 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  466. 

Fatti  ulanka,  Tel. ;  Kotan,  Tarn.  (Ceylon). 

Coloration  in  winter.  Whole  upper  parts,  including  rump,  upper 
tail-coverts  and  tail  brown  with  a  distinct  olive  tinge,  slightly 
glossy,  the  feathers  dark-shafted,  and  those  of  the  lower  back  and 
rump,  the  scapulars,  tertiaries,  wing-coverts,  and  middle  tail- 
feathers  >^dth  a  subterminal  dark  bar  and  pale  or  whitish  tip ;  edges 
of  tertiaries  and  middle  rectrices  in  fresh  plumage  spotted  with 
black  and  buff  alternately  towards  the  end;  bastard  wing,  primary- 
coverts,  and  primaries  dark  brown,  the  two  former  and  all  greater 
coverts  tipped  white  ;  part  of  inner  webs  of  all  primaries  except 
the  first  white ;  secondaries  white,  with  a  broad  subterminal  brown 
band,  disappearing  partly  or  wholly  on  some  of  the  inner  quills ; 
outer  tail-feathers  banded  dark  brown  and  white;  a  broad  but 
indistinct  pale  supercilium ;  sides  of  head,  of  neck,  and  of  breast 
ashy  brown,  streaked  darker;  lower  parts  including  axiliaries  white; 
some  narrow  dark  shaft-stripes  on  fore  neck. 

In  summer  the  upper  parts  are  darker  and  less  olive,  with 
broader  dark  shaft-stripes  and  cross-bars,  and  the  fore  neck  and 
breast  are  strongly  striated  with  brown. 

Bill  greyish  brown,  darker  at  tip  and  with  a  greenish  tinge  at 
base  ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  pale  green  (Oates). 

licngth  8  ;  tail  2*2 ;  w  ing  4*25  ;  tarsus  '95 ;  bill  from  gape  1*1. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  Eastern 
Hemisphere,  breeding  in  temperate  regions  and  migrating  in  winter 
to  S.  Africa,  JS.  Asia,  and  Australia.  This  Sandpiper  is  common 
throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  in  the  cold  season,  less 
abundant  in  North  India  than  T.  ochrojms,  but  much  more  so  in 
Southern  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma.  It  is  very  common  around 
the  Andaman  Islands  on  the  sea-shore. 

HabitSf  4'c,  Usually  a  solitary  bird,  found  chiefly  on  the  banks 
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rf  TiTer^  \nd  small  streams,  or  of  open  ponds,  or  on  the  searshore, 
nrft  g^nertJv  in  marshes.  It  breeds  iu  Kashmir,  and  is  said  to 
S«ye^  oeen  found  breeding  on  the  Eastern  Nara  in  Sind,  but  this 

_r^^yj]J2.^^5^''™**^0'^'  The  eggs,  four  in  number,  are  buff  with 
>lafcckisn*i9p^A8  and  spots ;  they  measure  about  1*41  by  1*06,  and 
i&ve  been  taken  in  Kashmir  in  May  and  June. 

1461,  Totaniis  glareola.    The  Wood  Sandpiper. 

Tringa  glareolR,  Gmel.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  677  (1788). 

Totanus' glareola,  Temm.  Man.  cCOm,  p.  421 ;  James^  S.  JP.  i,  p.  421 ; 
Hume^  S.  I\  ii,  p.  298 ;  Atiders,  1  unnan  Exped,^  Aves,  p.  678 ; 
Legge^  Birdn  Ceyl.  p.  857  ;  Scully j  Ibis,  1881,  p.  589  ;  JBiddtdph, 
2bi$,  1882,  p.  2iiii ;  Swinhue,  Ibis,  1882,  p-.  121 ;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  401 ;  Seehohmy  Charadr,  p.  36o  ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  177. 

Rhyacophilus  glareola,  Kanp,  NatiirL  Sust,  p.  140 ;  Hume  8f  Inglis, 
&  F.  V,  p.  46 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  pp.  462,  521 ;  Criiyps,  S.  F, 
vii,  p.  303;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  488  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  891 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix, 
p.  86 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  420 ;  Reid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  70 ;  Davidson, 
ibid.  p.  321 ;  Davison,  ibid.  p.  414;  Hume,S.  JP.xi,  p.  324;  Skarpe, 
Cat.  B.  M.  XX iv,  p.  491. 

Actitis  glareola,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  267 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  697  ;  Blyth, 
IbiM,  1867,  p.  109;  Godw.-Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  p.  273 
Stoliczka,J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  1,  p.  i>'>2 ;  Walden,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  317 
Butler,  S.  F.  \y,i^.\7 ',  v,  p.  :^33 ;  Az-mstrong,  6'.  F.  iv,  p.  344 
Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  228 ;  Bidihdph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  iK5 ;  Barnes,  Birds 
Bom.  p.  357. 

The  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Jerdon;  Chupka,  Chobaha,  Tuttcari,  II.;  Chinna 
utanka,  Tel. 


Fig.  60.— Head  of  T.  glareola.     \. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Upper  parts  brown,  feathers  of  the  crowti 
and  hind  neck  \*ith  pale  greyish  edges ;  white  supercilia  from  the 
bill ;  lores  brown ;  sides  of  head  and  neck  paler,  with  dark  streaks ; 
back,  rump,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wing-coverts  spotted  with 
dark  brown  and  whit^j,  forming  a  border  of  alternating  dark  and  pale 
spots  on  the  tertiaries  ;  smaller  coverts,  primary-coverts,  primaries, 
and  secondaries  dark  brown,  later  primaries  and  secondaries  with 
narrow  white  borders  terminally ;  upper  tail-Coverts  white ;  median 
rectrices  ashy  brown  with  dark  brown  cro«s-bands,  other  rectrices 
barred  brown  and  white,  the  bro^Ti  bars  disappearing  on  the  outer 
taii-feathera  ;  fore  neck  and  upper  breast  brownisli  sti*eaked  with 
dark  bro\^ai,  rest  of  lower  parts  white ;  azillaries  barred  with 
brown. 
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In  summer  the  markings  above  and  below  are  better  de^^d,the 
crown  and  hind  neck  are  broadly  streaked,  the  tertian^  ^rreJ, 
and  the  breast  spotted.  ^        , 

Bill  greenish  at  the  base,  dusky  black  at  the  tipfi^^iridea  deep^ 
brown ;  legs  pale  greenish  (Jerdon).  j^r^-* 

Length  8*5;  tail  2  ;  wing  4*8;  tarsus  1*5  ;  bill  from  gape  1'3. 

Distribution.  This  Sandpiper  breeds  in  Europe  and  ^Northern 
Asia,  and  passes  the  winter  in  Africa,  Southern  Asia,  the  Malay 
Archipelago,  and  Australia.  It  is  common  at  that  season  throughout 
India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  arriving  in  August  and  leaving  in  May. 

Habits,  ij'c.  On  the  whole  this  is  the  commonest  and  most 
abundant  of  the  Sandpipers  in  India,  and  is  found  singly  or  in 
small  flocks  on  the  edges  of  marshes,  around  reedy  tanks,  or  iu 
paddy  fields,  as  well  as  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  but  it  is  chiefly  a 
marsh  bird.  This  and  T,  ochrojms  are  commonly  called  "  Snippets  " 
in  India. 

1462.  TotaJius  ochropus.     T?i4  Green  Sandpijper^ 

Tringa  ochrophus,  Linn,  Syst  Nat.  i,  p.  2C0  (1766). 

Totauua  ochropus,  Temm,  Man,  d'Orn.  p.  420;  Anders.  Thinnan 
Kvjyed.,  Aves,  p.  679;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  892;  ScuUy,  S.  F.  xniy 
p.  .'io7  ;  Legge,  Bird^  Ceyl.  p.  862 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  86 ;  Btdler, 
tbid.  p.  4;W;  Scullg,  Jtbis,  1881,  ]).  689;  Reid,  S.  F,  x,  p.  71; 
Davison,  ibid.  p.  414;  Swmhoe,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  122;  Barnes,  Bird* 
Bom.  p.  3r)8 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  xi,  p.  324 ;  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  363 ; 
Sharpe,  York.  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  141. 

Ilelodromas  ochropus,  Kaup,  Naiurl,  Syst.  p.  144 ;  Oates,  B.  B. 
ii,  p.  400 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  437. 

Actitis  ochropus,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  267 :  Jerdon,  B.  1,  iii,  p.  69^  ; 
Stoliczka,  J.A.S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  70 ;  xli.  pt.  2,  p.  268 ;  Butler, 
S.  F.  iv,  p.  18 ;  V,  p.  233 ;  Ball,  8.  F,  vii,  p.  228 ;  Biddulph,  Jbis, 
1881,  p.  IKJ. 

Totanus  ochrophus,  Hume,  S.  F,  i,  p.  247 ;  Adam,  ibid,  p.  396 ;  Hume 
Cf  Dao.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  462  ;  Crijyps,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  303. 

Sella  ulanka,  Tel, 

Coloration  in  winter.  Crown  and  hind  neck  brown  with  an  ashy 
tinge,  lores  the  same  w  ith  a  white  band  above  them ;  back,  scapulars, 
tertiaries,  and  inner  wing-coverts  brown  with  an  oUve  tinge,  each 
feather  edged  with  alternating  whitish  and  dark  spots ;  outer  wing- 
coverts,  primaries,  and  secondaries  darker  brown,  without  markings ; 
rump  brown ;  upper  tail-coverts  and  base  of  tail  white ;  remainder 
of  tail  broadly  barred  with  dark  brown,  the  bars  disappearing  on 
the  outer  rect rices ;  lower  parts  white ;  sides  of  neck,  fore  neck, 
and  upper  breast  with  narrow  brown  streaks,  the  upper  brea&t 
sometimes  brownish  throughout;  under  wing- coverts  and  aiiihiries 
brown,  with  narrow  white  bars. 

In  summer  the  feathers  of  the  crown  and  hind  neck  have  white 
edges  ;  the  back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries  are  spotted  with  buff  or 
white ;  and  the  brown  streaks  on  the  sides  of  the  face,  fore  neck, 
and  upper  breast  are  very  broad  and  distinct. 

Bill  dusky  green,  blackish  at  the  tip ;  irides  brown ;  legs  dingy 
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^reeiij^*^^n).  There  is  only  one  notch  on  each  side  in  the 
iioeto*wOP  ^rgin  of  the  sternum. 
\  Tietigtii  95  .  tail  2-3 ;  wing  5-75 ;  tarsus  1-3 ;  bill  from  gape  1-5. 
i^m}^  Throughout  Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia,  breeding  in 
the  North  and  migrating  in  winter  to  Africa,  Southern  Asia,  and 
the  Malay  Archipelago.  Common  in  the  cold  season  throughout 
Northern  India,  but  less  abundxuit  in  the  South,  in  Ceylon,  and  in 
Burma. 

UahiU^  ifc.  The  Qreen  Sandpiper  is  generally  solitary  in  India, 
and  in  the  North  may  be  found  by  almost  every  marsh,  t&n&,  or 
river,  even  in  rice-fields,  and  about  pools  in  streams.  It  arrives 
in  Northern  India  sometimes  as  early  as  the  latter  half  of  July 
and  does  not  leave  till  the  middle  of  May.  It  is  a  wary  bird,  and 
utters  a  shrill  piping  note  when  flying  o£E  on  being  disturbed.  The 
nidification  is  peculiar,  for  this  Sandpiper  lays  four  eggs  of  the 
usual  character  in  the  deserted  nest  of  a  Thrush,  Bhickbird,  Jay, 
or  oven  of  a  SquirreL 

1463.  Totanus  stagnatilis.     The  Marsh  Sandjpiper  or  LiitU 

GreensJiank, 

Totanus  stagnatilis,  BechsL  Oi-n.  Taschenb.  pt.  2,  p.  292,  pi.  (1803) ; 
Blifth,  Cut,  p.  20(5;  /r&y,  Uis,  1801,  p.  28U ;  Jerdan,  B,  I.  iii, 
p.  701 ;  Adam,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  338  ;  Blt/th  ^  Wald,  Birds  Bunn.  p.  165  ; 
Butler f  S,  JP.  iv,  p.  18 ;  v,  p.  233 ;  Fairbanks  ibid,  p.  263 ;  Armstrong, 
ibid.  p.  348 ;  Hume  ^  Due,  S,  F,  vi,  p.  403  ;  Davidson  ^  Wenden, 
S.  F.  vii,  p.  89;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  488;  id.  Cat,  no.  895;  Legye, 
Birds  Ceyl.  p.  844 ;  Butler,  S,  F,  in,  p.  430 ;  Reid,  S,  F,  x,  p.  71  ; 
Davidson,  ibtd,  p.  321 ;  Oates,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  403  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  359;  Hume,  S,  F,  xi,  p.  325;  JSeebohm,  Charadr,  p.  367; 
Sharpe,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  422. 

Chota  gotra^  Beng. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Forehead,  lores,  cheeks,  and  whole  lower 
plumage,  including  azillaries,  also  lower  back  and  rump,  white ; 
sides  of  head  behind  eye  and  of  neck  streaked  with  brown ;  crown 
and  hind  neck  greyish  brown,  with  darker  centres  to  feathers ; 
upper  back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries  brown,  with  dark  shafts  and 
narrow  whitish  edges ;  wing-coverts  and  primaries  darker  brown ; 
secondaries  less  dark;  greater  coverts,  secondaries,  and  later 
primaries  with  narrow  white  edges  ;  inner  edges  of  quills  mottled 
with  white;  upper  tail-coverts  white,  with  a  few  bro«^n  bars; 
tail-feathers  white,  middle  pair  and  outer  webs  of  others  ringed 
with  ashy  brown,  and  all  more  or  less  irregularly  barred  with 
darker  brown ;  the  bars  disappearing  in  older  birds. 

In  summer  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts  have  marked  dark 
centres,  which  form  conspicuous  angulate  spots  on  the  back  and 
*^  herring-bone  "  markings  on  the  tertiaries  ;  the  general  colour  of 
the  upper  parts  is  sandy  grey ;  the  fore  neck  and  upper  breast  are 
spotted  with  brown,  and  the  flanks  irregularly  barred. 

Bill  dark  brown,  greenish  at  the  base  beneath;  irides  hazel- 
brown  ;  legs  and  feet  bluish  green  {Legfje). 
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Length  10 ;  tail  2*3 ;  wing  5*5  ;  tarsus  2 ;  bill  from  g»'*\l-7. 

Distribution,  The  breeding  area  of  this  species  ex*^*  ^^f^^ 
South-eastern  France,  through  South  Bussia  and  Cen*^  A.*^*i>  t* 
Southern  Siberia.  In  winter  T.  stagnatilis  rtmgeH^J^^^^Ojo^ 
Africa,  Southern  Asia,  the  Malay  Archipelago,  antT  Australi 
It  is  locally  distributed  in  India  and  Burma  at  that  season,  but 
abundant  in  Ceylon. 

Habits,  4'c*  The  Marsh  Sandpiper,  as  its  name  implies,  is  rather 
a  bird  of  inland  marshes  and  freshwater  pools  than  of  the  mad* 
flats  and  sandbanks  of  estuaries  and  the  sea-coast,  though  it  is 
found  in  all.  It  is  generally  met  with  in  small  Hocks,  sometimea 
singly,  and  is  an  active,  vivacious,  noisy  little  bird. 

1464.  TotaniLB  calidris.     The  EedshanJc. 

Scolopax  calidris,  Ltnn,  Syst.  Nat.  i.  p.  24*5  (1766). 

Totanus  calidris,  Bechst.  Orti.  I'aschenb,  pt.  2,  p.  284 ;  Bltf'h,  Oif- 
p.266;  7%, /6w,  1861,  p.  289;  Jirrfow,  i?.  7.  lii,  p.  702 ;  Stoliczka^ 
J,  A.  S,  B\\\y  pt.  2,  p.  253;  Hume,  S,  F,\,  p.  248;  Adam,  ibid, 
p.  397  ;  Hume,  S.  F,  ii,  p.  299 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  339 ;  Bijfth  ^  Wald. 
Birds  Burin,  p.  155 ;  BuUer^  S,  F.  iv,  p.  18  ;  v,  p.  233  ;  Armtirrmg^ 
ibid.ip.  348;  Huwe^- Dav.S.F.y'i.^'^^'^  Cri>7>«, iSr.  jP. vii, p. 3(U  ; 
Hume,  ibid.  p.  488 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  89/  ;  Legge,  Birds  Cet/l.  p.  852 ; 
Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  86;  Butler,  ibid.  p. '430;  ScitUy,  Ibis,  1881, 
p.  589 ;  Beid.  S.  F.  x,  p.  71 ;  Davids,  ibid,  p.  321  ;  Tayior^  ibid. 
p.  4«0 ;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1882,  j).  289 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  404 ; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  300;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  325;  Seebohm, 
Charadr.  p.  353  ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  177 ;  Sharpe,  Cat  B.  M. 
xxiv,  p.  414. 

Chota  batdn,  II. ;  Mali  hotan,  Tacn. ;  Maka  watuwa,  Cing. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Upper  parts  brown,  more  or  less  tinged 
with  ashy  ;  scapulars  and  tertiaries  pale,  edged  with  small  blackish 
spots  at  regular  intervals  ;  wing-coverts  with  white  edges  broken 
by  blackish  spots  ;  lores  brown  like  the  forehead ;  supercilia  from 
the  bill  white  ;  sides  of  face  whit'O,  streaked  with  brown ;  bastard 
wing,  primary-coverts,  and  primaries  dark  brown ;  inner  margin 
of  primaries  mottled  with  white;  inner  primaries  largely,  and 
secondaries  entirely  white ;  lower  back  and  rump  white ;  upper 
tail-coverts  and  tail  barred  brown  and  white ;  middle  tail-feathers 
barred  dark  and  light  brown  ;  lower  parts  white ;  sides  of  neck, 
fore  neck,  and  upper  breast  streaked  with  brown ;  a  few  streaks 
on  the  flanks  and  lower  tail-coverts. 

Young  birds  have  reddish-brown  edges  to  the  feathers  of  the 
upper  parts  and  fulvous  markings  on  the  wingf-coverts  and  tertiaries; 
tliere  are  also  brown  spots  on  the  fore  neck  and  breast,  and  bars 
on  the  flanks. 

In  summer  the  upper  plumage  becomes  brown  mixed  with 
rufous,  and  with  dark  brown  streaks,  that  become  shaft-stripes 
with  oblique  bars  on  each  side  on  the  scapulars  and  tertiaries ; 
the  lower  plumage  is  spotted  with  brown,  especially  on  the  breast. 

Bill  black ;  ba.se  of  upper  mandible  reddish ;  irides  brown  ;  legs 
and  feet  orange-red. 
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lA^h  11 ;  tail  2-4 ;  wing  6-25  ;  tareiis  1-ff ;  bill  from  gape  1-9. 

^^^'*vtion.  The  Bedshank  breeds  tliroughout  the  greater  part 

of  EurOi,  and  in  Central  Asia  from  Asia  Minor  to  IS.E.  Siberia, 

*ii.V^l?^r  migrates  to  Africa,  Southern  Asia,  and  the  Malayan 

rchipelago.     It  is  found  commonly  in  the  cold  season  in  suitable 

arts  of  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  especially  near  the  sea-coast 

w.id  in  marshy  parts  of  the  plains  traversed  by  the  great  rivers. 
Habits^  ^c.  This  species  is  found  singly  or  in  small  or  large 

flocks ;  it  is  very  wary,  and  may  be  recognized  b}'  its  loud  call 

and  by  the  white  on  its  wings. 

1465.  TotamiS  ftascns.     The  Spotted  Redshank. 

S.?olopax  fusca,  Linn,  Syd,  Nat,  i,  p.  243  (176(>). 

Tetanus  fuscufl,  Bech»t.  Orn,  Taschenb.  pt.  2,  p.  286 ;  Bfyth,  Cat 
p.  266 ;  Jerdon,  B,  L  iii,  p.  702 ;  Stoliczka,  J.  A,  S,  B,  xli,  pt.  2, 
p.  253;  Hume,  S.  F,  i,  p.  248  ;  Adam,  ibid,  p.  397 ;  Butler,  S.  F. 
IV,  p.  18;  V,  p.  233;  Cockburn,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  609;  Hume  4*  Dav, 
S,  F,  vi,  p.  46;i ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  2%) ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  896 ;  , 
Leyge,  Birds  Ceyl,  p.  848;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  97;  JReidy 
S.  F,  X,  p.  71 ;  Maeyregor,  ibid.  p.  441 ;  Oute'^,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  405 ; 
Bcames,  Bird*  Bom,  p.  360;  Seebohm,  Charadr,  p.  351 ;  Sharpe, 
Cat  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  409. 

Batdn,  Gatnif  Surma,  H, ;  Terra  kal  tdanka,  Tel. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Narrow  forehead,  crown,  hind  neck,  and 
back  ashy  brown ;  loras  darker ;  a  small  black  spot  in  front  of  the 
eye ;  supercilia  from  base  of  bill  white ;  wing-coverts,  scapulars, 
and  tertiaries  like  back,  but  bordered  with  black  and  white,  the 
latter  outside  ;  on  the  greater  coverts,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries 
the  white  border  is  broken  and  alternates  with  black  spots  at 
regular  intervals :  bastard  wing,  primary-coverts,  and  primaries 
dark  brown  ;  inner  borders  of  primaries  mottled  with  white  ;  later 
primaries  and  secondaries  imperfectly  barred  white  and  brown ; 
lower  back  and  rump  white ;  upper  tail-coverts  barred  black  and 
white ;  tail  ashy  brown,  incompletely  barred  >nth  white  and  dark 
brown  on  both  edges  ;  lower  plumo^  white ;  fore  neck,  sides  of 
neck,  and  upper  breast  indistinctly  spotted  and  mottled  with 
brown,  and  flanks  tinged  with  dusky  and  barred. 

Young  birds  have  more  white  edges  and  spots  on  the  upper 
parts,  and  the  lower  parts  are  broadly  barred  with  dull  brown. 

In  summer  the  whole  plumage  becomes  partly  by  a  moult,  partly 
by  change  of  colour,  dusky,  and  white  spots  appear  on  the  edges  of 
the  blackish  back-feathers  ;  the  head,  neck,  and  lower  parts  are 
dark  sooty-grey. 

Bill  very  dark  brown ;  basal  half  of  lovi-er  mandible  dusky  red  ; 
J  rides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  orange-red  (Gates}.  Legs  dark  red  in 
breeding-plumage. 

Length  13 ;  tail  2*5  ;  wing  6*75 ;  tarsus  2*3 ;  bill  from  gape  2*5. 

Distribution,  The  Spotted  Bedshank  breeds  north  of  the  Arctic 
circle  in  Europe  and  Asia,  and  in  NAinter  migrates  to  the  countries 
around  the  Mediterranean  and  to  Southern  Asia.    It  is  common 
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from  September  till  May  iu  K-ell-wateretl  parts  of  Nortberii* 
rnre  in  Southern  ludia.  Ceylon,  and  Burma.  '  ,    _ 

JJabiti,  ^e.  This  bird  ocours  singly  or  in  flocks,  aometic*  '"'Bm 
about  marsbea,  tanks,  and  riiers,  wwliog  in  abalJow  ot'^lltafl 
Jr.  owimn  well.  BtiEore  leaving  India  it  assumes  thv^reediq 
pluoiagu. 


14GG.  Totaniu  glottis.     The  Oreenthank. 


ycolopnjE  ((lottii  and  S.  tniBiius,  Linn,  i 


t.  yat.  i 


I,  OhicI.  Sijif.  y«t.  I,  p.  1508  (1788), 


1.  345  (1700;. .; 


TotHDua  f;l(i[tj8,  Brchtt.  t 

Cat.  p.  265  i  Jtrdoa,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  700;  liiyih,  liU,  IbUf,  p.  Iti9; 

King,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  SI7  ;  Godm.-AMt.  J.  A.  &  Ji. 

XXXIX,  pt.  3,  u.  'JTi;  Staliixkat  J.  A.  S.  IS.  xli,  pt.  2,  p,  25A; 

flu««f,  S.  JUv.p.  UHi  v,p.a3a;  Kt««fl  ^  ZJnii.  «.-#•- vi,  p.  463  i 

Ball,  S.  F.  Tii,  p.  229 :  Csippa,  ilnd.  p.  304 :  Hmm,  Cat.  no.  894 ; 

StmUv.  8.  F.  vhi,  p.  358 ;  Xf^yf,  Bird*  Ctul.  p.  »10 ;  Fidat,  S.  I". 

ix,p.  86;  Bialfr,im.p.4m;  BiddulpU.  hi».  l881,p.»7i  ScaOy, 

ibid.  p.  B8»  J  Jleid,  S.  F.  i>  p.  71 ;  Uaeidtoa,  ibid.  p.  321 ;  Mu«if, 

ibid.  p.  414 :  BorM$,  Birds  Boia.  p.  359 ;  Jlume,  8.  F.  xi,  p.  325; 

Seebohm,  Charadr.n.  .155. 
Totaiius  canesceua,  Hiiait,  S.  F,  i,  p.  247 ;   Adam,  ibid,  p,  897 : 

Humr,  S.  F.  a,  p.  2ti9 ;  Artrntronij,  S.  F.  iv.  p.  344  :  llnme,  ib.d. 

p.  4l» ;  SI..  Join,  Jblt,  imi,  p.  177 ;  Atidert.  lurirum  H.jxid.,  Avm, 

p.  077:  Oata,  B.  B.  ii,p.  402. 
Glottis  nebulnrius  (Giinmr.),  SAarpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  481. 
TantnriHa,   Timtimma,  II.  j  (iotra,  B«ng.;,  Pmn  Aufnn,  Tani, ;   .Vaka 
olii/a,  Ciug. 

Coloralion  in  winter.  Forehead,  aupertilia,  sides  of  head  bcforo 
eye,  cheeks,  and  whole  lower  plumage  while ;  the  aiUlaries  spar- 
ingly barred  with  brown;  n  few  dark  brown  spots  on  the  lores 
in  front;  crown,  hind  neck,  and  sides  of  neck,  including  the  ear- 
coverts  aud  postorbital  area,  blackish  brown,  with  broad  white 
edges,  broadest  on  tbe  sinciput;  back,  scapulars  and  terliarieR, 
median  and  greater  coverts  aahy  brown,  edged  with  hlack  and 
whitu  and  dark-sbafCed ;  on  the  back  and  coverts  there  is  a  more 
or  leas  distinct  inside  blackish  and  ouUide  whitish  border;  on  the 
scapulars,  tertiarics,  aud  under  wing-coverts  the  border  cunsista 
of  alternating  dark  and  light  spots ;  smaller  and  outer  coverts 
darker  and  more  uniform ;  wiuglet,  primary-coverta,  aud  priuiaries 
blackish,  the  Liter  primaries  narrowly  edged  with  white ;  seeojidaries 
ashy  brown,  with  dark  brown  inside  and  white  oulside  border : 
lower  back,  rump,  and  tail  white;  middle  rectrices  irregularly 
banded  with  dark  bixtu-n,  outer  rectricea  with  Iraeea  of  cross-bunds. 
Many  birds,  in  winter  plumage,  have  the  middle  tail-feathers  partly 
or  wliolly  aahy  brown. 

In  aummer  the  head  throughout,  aometimes  even  including  tbo 
chin,  is  streaked  with  brown;  the  feathera  of  the  back  and  the 
acapulura  have  brood  btnck  centres ;  the  fore  neck  and  sides  of 
"ie  breast  are  spotted  with  dark  bruwii,  and  there  are  a  feu  spots 
a  the  middle  of  the  breaat. 
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Bjil  dark  olive-brown,  darker  at  the  tip  ;•  irides  brown ;  legs 
;?^3jj*wish  green  {Oates). 
zyikngt\\l4;  tail3'25;  wing  7*5;  tarsus  2*5;  bill  from  gape  2- 15. 

jyi-stribtition.  Throughout  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  breeding  in 
Northem'^Europe  and  Northern  Asia,  and  wintering  in  China, 
8.  Asia,  and  Austndia.  Common  in  well-watered  parts  of  Northern 
India  in  winter,  and  generally  distributed  throughout  India,  Ceylon, 
and  Burma  at  that  season  in  suitable  localities. 

Babiis^  ^'c.  The  Greenshank  frequents  the  edges  of  rivers  and 
tanks,  of  estuaries  and  the  sea,  and  sometimes  of  marshes,  in  small 
or  large  flocks.  It  has  a  shrill  trisyllabic  call,  usually  uttered 
when  it  rises.  Eor  the  table  the  Greenshank  is  the  best  of  the 
Sandpipers. 

1467.  Tetanus  gnttifer.     Armstrong's  Sandpiper. 

TotaDUS  guttifer,  Nordman  m  Ennan's  Raise  u,  d,  JSrde,  Naturft, 

Atlas,  p.  17  (1835) ;  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  354. 
Totanus  haughtoni,  Armstrong,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  344  (1876) ;  Hume,  ibid, 

p.  344 ;  Hume  ^  Dav,  8.  K  vi,  p.  463 ;  Harting,  Ibis,  18S3,  p.  133, 

pi.  iv  ;  Oates,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  406. 
Pseudototanua  haughtoni,  Hume,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  488 ;  id.  Cat,  no.  894 

bifl ;  Hume  4*  Marsh,  Game  B.  m,  p.  403,  pi. 
Pseudoglottis  guttifer,  Sharpe,  Cat  B,  M,  xxiv,  p.  479. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Forehead,  sides  of  head  as  far  back  as  eyes, 
supercilia,  and  lower  parts,  with  axillaries  and  wing-lining,  white  ; 
lores  finely  speckled  brown  ;  sides  of  face  behind  eyes  and  of  neck 
streaked;  upper  parts  almost  uniform  ashy  brown,  with  faint 
shaft-streaks ;  wing-coverts  darker ;  bastard  wing,  primary-coverts, 
and  primaries  blackish  ;  secondaries  ashy  grey  on  outer  webs, 
chiefly  whit«  on  inner  ;  lower  back  and  rump  white  ;  upper  tail- 
coverts  the  same,  but  with  a  few  scittered  brown  angulate  bars  ; 
tail  pale  ashy,  mixed  with  white  on  outer  feathers,  all  bordered 
with  white. 

The  summer  plumage  is  much  darker  above,  chiefly  blackish 
brown,  with  a  few  white  spots  on  the  edges  of  the  scapulars ; 
scattered  dark  spots  occur  on  the  fore  neck  and  breast. 

Bill  dusky,  •  tipped  black,  yellow  near  the  base ;  irides  dark 
brown ;  legs  and  feet  dull  ochreous  yellow  or  greenish  ochreous 
(Armstrong), 

Length  13  ;  tail  2*6  ;  wing  7 ;  tarsus  1*75 ;  bill  from  gape  2*4. 

Distribution,  This  Sandpiper  breeds  in  North-eastern  Asia,  and 
has  been  obtained  in  winter  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bangoon  river  by 
Armstrong,  in  the  Calcutta  bazaar  by  Hume,  and  in  Hainan  by 
Styan. 

Habits,  Sfc,  Armstrong  found  this  species  in  small  parties  of  from 
three  to  five  on  sand  and  mud  flats  near  the  sea,  associating  with 
other  waders. 


CH\nADBnD.i:. 


Genns  PAVONCELLA.  Leach,  1816. 

Bill  moderately  long,  fleicible.  almost  straight ;  botb  mandi 
grooved,  Ibe  upper  almost  to  the  tip  ;  nostrils  linear,  close  t^o_M 
hase.     Wing  long,  pointed,  lat  quill  longest ;  tertiiiries  jriiaiii 
tail  tiioderate,  rounded.     Tarsus  longer  than  the  bill  from  ( 
transversely  shielded  in  front  and  behind ;  hind  toe  i 
outer  und  middle  toes  connected  by  a  abort  ueb. 

The  above  charaeti?r8  are  insufficient  for  generic  distinction,  hnt 
the  circumstances  that  the  male  is  always  larger  than  ihc  fernnle, 
and  that  at  the  breeding-season  he  assumes  an  entirely  dislinct 
plumage  from  that  worn  by  the  hen,,varying  in  coloration  to  an 
extent  unequalled  in  any  other  spedes  of  bird,  with  a  ruff  of  long 
feathers  extending  from  the  nape  down  each  side  of  the  neck  to 
the  breast,  afford  ample  grounds  for  placing  the  liufC  in  n  peculiar 
genus,  He  is  polygamous,  and  some  of  his  habits  at  the  breediDg- 
Menson  resemble  those  of  polygamous  OalUiuf. 

1468.  Pavoncella  pugnax.     The  Ruff  and  Km-r. 

Trin|?H  piignsx.  Line.  .Si/</.  \iit  i,  p.  '^47  (176(1). 
ivoiic,.lift  jiu^iinx,  ifiifA,  Si/d.  Cat.   B.  M.  p.  29  (1810) :  Sl,ar]<f, 


Cat. 


lift    pU){ 

a.  M.  X 


u'&. 


500. 


.Machetes  pugnox.  Cuv.  Rignf  An.  i,  p.  480  CISIT):  Hume  ^  Dav. 

a.F.  Ti,  p.  480  i  Davids,  if   Wend.  S.  F.  Tii,  p.  8fl ;  Humf,  ihid. 

pp.  97,  487;  id.  Cat.  nn.  880;  Sculfy,  S.  F.  vili,  p.  3-17:  Leige, 

Birdt  Cfvl.  p.  873;   Vidal,  S.  F.  is,  p.  85;  llutler,  ihid.  p.  42»; 

Biddnlph.  Ibit.  1881,  p.  IW ;  S'-ollv,  ibid.  p.  5S8 ;  End.  S.  F.  s. 

p.  73:  Davidton,  ibid.  p.  321 ;  BidJulph.  Ibw,  1883,  p.  287 ;  Oatn, 

B.  B.  ii,  p.  396 ;  Iluine,  S.  F.  li,  p.  323 ;  St.  John,  Jbit,  18e», 

p.  177. 
I'hilomachus  pugnu,  G.  R.  Gi'iy,  Li»t  Qen.  Bird»,  Sud  ed.  1841i 

p.  89 :  Btgth.  Cat.  p.  270 ;  Jibu,  IbU,  18«1,  p,  241 :  Jr,^d,m,  B.  I. 

lii.  p.  (!87 ;  £la»/.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xl,  pt,  2,  p.  276 ;  StoHczta,  J.  A.  S.  B. 

xli,  pt.  2.  p.  252;  /fume,  S.  F.   i,  p.  239;  Ailam,  ibid.  p.  fWti; 

Blifth^  Wald.  Dirdt  Burm. -a.  15K ;  BtUler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  17;  v, 

pp.  224,  2.33;  Bamet,  Birds  Bom.  p.  352. 
Geh-teala,  H. 


CoUralian.  Both  sexes  in  winter  generally  have  the  forehead, 

lores,  and  the  clieeke  white  or  whitish,  often  speckled;  sides  of 

ud  and  neck  indistinctly  speckled  with  brown  ;   upper  parts, 
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s  incitiding  the  rump  and  upper  tail-coverte,  greyish  brown  ;  the 

y  ^  ,  i*«>Mher3  with  dark  centres  and  pale  edges  ;  greater  wing-coverts 

i  •* tipped  white;   primary-coverts,  primaries,  and  secondaries  verv 

;  -*..  F^^  greyish  brown,  the  secondaries  with  white  borders  and  some 

p  white  oiv  the  inner  webs  ;  sides  of  rump  w^hite ;  tail  brawn  like 

the  back ;  lower  parts,  including  axiilaries,  white ;  the  fore  neck 

and  upper  breast  tinged  with  brown,  to  a  varying  extent,  from  the 

feathers  having  ashy-brown  bases. 

Very  often  birds  in  winter  retain  traces  of  the  summer  plumage, 
and  the  feathers,  especially  the  tertiaries,  commence  to  change 
colour  and  assume  the  variegated  tints  of  the  nuptial  season  ut 
times  as  early  as  January. 

In  breeding-dress,  acquired  partially  by  moult,  the  male  has  the 
sides  of  the  face  and  part  of  the  crown  covered  with  yellow 
tubercles,  and  develops  a  ruff  of  long  feathers  and  occipital  tufts. 
Scarcely  any  two  birds  are  coloured  alike :  the  head,  throat,  and 
breast,  with  the  ruff,  are  either  white,  black  with  a  purple  or  green 
^loss,  chestnut  or  orange-buff,  or  any  combination  of  these  colours 
in  the  form  of  patches,  spots,  or  bars.  The  back,  scapulars,  and 
inner  wing-coverts  are  variegated  with  the  same  tints,  and  the 
tertiaries  are  barred  or  mottled  towards  the  ends. 

Females  in  summer  have  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts  blackish 
with  sandy-buff  borders,  the  tertiaries  usually  with  mottled  buff 
and  black  bars ;  feathers  of  the  fore  neck  and  upper  neck  with 
buff  edges  and  blackish  centres,  giving  a  patchy  apparance  to  the 
region. 

Young  birds  in  autumn  closely  resemble  females  in  summer 
dress,  except  that  the  tertiaries  are  not  barred  and  that  the  lower 
parts  are  mostly  isabelline-buff,  only  the  abdomen  and  under  tail- 
coverts  being  white. 

There  appear  to  be  two  moults  of  the  body-feathers  in  the  year, 
but  it  is  not  quite  clear  that  the  quills  are  renewed,  except  at  the 
autumn  moult.  Birds  have  been  taken  in  North  India  at  the  end 
of  June  that  had  already  almost  dropped  their  summer  plumage 
and  partly  assumed  the  winter  dress. 

BUI  dark  bro^Ti,  paler  at  the  gape  ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  and  feet 
fleshy  yellow  to  yellowish  brown  in  adults,  olive-green  to  leaden 
grey  in  the  young. 

Length  of  male  about  12;  tail  2'7o ;  wing  7*3;  tarsus  1'9 ; 
bill  from  gaf)e  1%5.  Length  of  female  10;  tail  2*25;  wing  6; 
tarsus  1'75;  bill  1*4. 

Distribution.  This  biinl  breeds  in  the  northern  temperate  zone 
throughout  Europe  and  Asia,  and  migrates  in  winter  to  Africa  and 
Southern  Asia,  but  is  rare  east  of  India.  In  the  cold  season  it  in 
common  in  Northern  India,  but  rare  in  the  South,  in  Ceylon,  and 
generally  in  Assam  and  Burma,  though  Oates  found  it  tolerably 
abundant  about  the  mouth  of  the  Sittang  Kiver. 

Habits,  4'c,  In  India  the  Buff  is  chiefly  met  with  inland  in 
flocks  on  the  borders  of  tanks  and  marshes,  and  in  damp  grass. 
land,  but  it  is  also  found  about  creeks  and  estuaries  in  places. 
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These  birds  feed  on  insects,  Crustacea,  worms,  Ac.,  and  also  on  t 
and  other  grain,  and  when  in  good  condition  are  excelleat  eaiA 
They  arrive  in  India  as  a  rule  about  September,  but  some  t^ 
much  earlier,  and  they  leave  in  April,  having  partially  apsu*    /. 
the  summer  garb.    They  breed  in  June,  and  at  this  time  t\\e  mt 
assemble  on  small  selected  dry  spots  in  a  marsh,  where  they  fi     * 
and  show  off.    The  eggs^  usually  four  in  number,  resemble  th... 
of  a  Snipe,  but  are  larger. 

Genus  CALIDRIS,  Cuvier,  1800. 

The  Sanderling  resembles  Tringa  in  almost  all  respects,  but  i« 
gcnerically  distinguished  by  the  absence  of  a  hind  toe.  There  is 
a  single  species  only. 

1469.  Calidria  arenaria.    The  Sanderling, 

Trinpra  arenaria,  Linn,  Syst,  Nat.  i,  p.  251  (1766) ;  Seebohm,  Charadr. 
p.  431. 

Caiidris  arenaria,  linger^  Prod.  p.  249 ;  Biythy  Cat.  p.  270 ;  Jrrdan, 
B.  I.  iii,  p.  094 ;  Hume,  8.  F.  i,  p.  244 ;  Le  Menurier,  S.  I\  iii, 
p.  381 ;  Blftnf.  East.  Pers.  ii,  p.  283  ;  Arnndrong,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  343; 
Humvy  ibid.  pp.  466,  406 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  ^i^ ;  Legye,  Birds  CtyL 
p.  1220 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  85 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  308 ;  Barnes, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  356  ;  S/iarpe,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxiv,  p.  526. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Forehead,  lores,  face,  and  whole  under 
plumage,  including  axillaries,  white ;  upper  plumage  light  brownish 
grey,  the  feathers  with  dark  shafts  and  pale  edges ;  greater  coverts 
blackish  brown,  with  broad  white  ends;  smaller  coverts  and  all 
outer  coverts,  primaries,  and  secondaries  blackish  brown;  inner 
webs  of  all  quills  towards  base  and  basal  portion  of  outer  web  of 
inner  primaries  white;  all  shafts  of  quills  pure  white;  rump 
coloured  like  back  in  the  middle,  white  at  the  sides ;  middle  upper 
tail-coverts  dark  brown ;  tail-feathers  greyish  brown,  middle  pair 
blackish  near  tips,  all  more  or  less  edged  with  white,  and  the  outer 
rectrices  with  white  inner  webs  except  at  the  end. 

In  summer  the  upper  parts  become  blackish  with  rufous  edgi^ 
to  the  feathers  and  rufous  spots ;  fore  neck  and  breast  rufous  buff, 
with  spots  and  imperfect  bars  of  brown. 

Young  birds  have  the  upper  parts  blackish,  the  feathers  of  the 
croMTi  and  back  with  pale  grey  edges ;  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and 
wing-coverts  with  whitish  broken  boi*ders,  forming  spots ;  lower 
parts  pure  white. 

Bill  black ;  irides  deep  brown ;  legs  black  (Jerdon) ;  legs  dusky 
grey  ( Vid(d), 

Length  7*5  ;  tail  2  :  wing  4*76  ;  tarsus  1 ;  bill  from  gape  M, 

Distribution,  Nearly  cosmopolitan,  breeding  in  the  Arctic  regions, 
and  migrating  to  the  South  in  winter ;  at  which  season  this  bird 
is  common  on  the  coast  of  Sind  and  Baluchistan.  It  has  also 
been  recorded  from  several  scattered  localities  in  India  and  Burma, 
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alwavs  from  tbe  sea-shore,  and  once  in  each  ease  from  Ceylon  and 
the  Laccodives. 

MihUsj  4'e.  The  Sanderling  has  been  found  in  India  usually  in 
MtftH  iiocks,  associating  with  other  waders,  especially  species  of 
^±AjialUi$  and  Tringa. 

Genus  EURYNORHYNCHUS,  Nilsson,  1821. 

This  curious  little  genus  is  easily  recognized  by  its  remarkable 
bill,  which  is  depressed  throughout,  and  for  nearly  two-thirds  of 
its  length  is  not  much  broader  than  high,  but  the  terminal  third  of 
both  mandibles  is  expanded  into  a  flat  quadrilateral  disk,  bluntly 
angulate  at  each  side  and  at  the  end.  The  nostrils  small  and 
basal.    In  other  respects  this  genus  resembles  Tringa. 

A  single  migratory  species,  found  in  Eastern  Asia  and  Alaska. 

1470.  EnrynorliyiicliiLB  pygnuens.    The  Spoon-billed  Stint. 

Platalea  pygmsBR,  Linn,  SyH,  Nat  i,  p.  231  (17G6). 
Eurynorhynchus  griseus,  NHsb.  Om,  Suec.  ii,  p.  29  (1821);  Pearson, 

As.  Res.  xix,  p.  69,  pi.  ix ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  693. 
Eurynorhynchus  pvgmjBus,  Boie,  Isis,  1826,  p.  979;   Blyth,  Cat. 

p.  270  ;     id.  Ibis,  1867,  p.   169;  Harting,  Ibis,  1869,  p.  427, 

pi.  xii ;  Armstrong,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  343 ;  Hume  ^  Dan,  S.  F,  vi,  p.  462 ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  487 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  887  ;  Oai^,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  395 ; 

Sharpe,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  535. 
Tringa  pygmtea,  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  440. 


Fig.  62. — Bill  of  E.  pygm<tus.    \. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Forehead,  superdlia,  lores,  cheeks,  and 
whole  lower  plumage,  including  axillaries,  white;  upper  surface 
light  brown  with  dark  phaft-stripes ;  wing-coyerts  darker,  the 
greater  coverts  white-tipped ;  bastard  wing,  primary-corerts, 
primaries,  and  secondaries  dark  brown,  inner  webs  of  secondaries 
ciiiefly  white;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  dark  brown  in  the 
middle,  white  at  the  sides ;  middle  rectrices  dark  brown,  outer 
paler,  with  edges  and  shaft-stripes  white. 

In  summer  the  upper  parts  are  blackish,  and  the  feathers 
fringed  with  rufous ;  fore  neck  and  upper  breast  deep  fermginous, 
and  the  whole  breast  spotted  with  dark  brown. 
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Bill  black  ;  irides  deep  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  blaclt  (Jertl^ 
Length  0-5  ;  tail  1'5 ;  wing  4 ;  tarsus  -8  ;  bill  from  gape  1 
Distribution.  A  very  rare  bird,  reaorticg  to  North-east  She 
summer  and  found  in  winter  on  the  coasts  of  .Cbiaa,  B«<iig, 
Burma.  The  only  recorded  localities  in  the  Bay  of  &engi 
tSaugor  Island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hooglj  (a  specimen  h 
ODCH  been  obtained  in  the  Calcutta  bazaar),  Cbittagung, 
mouth  of  Bangoon  river,  and  AmherHt. 

HaInU,  ^e.  Scarcely  anything  is  known  except  that  the  few   ' 
specimeuH   obtained  have  been  shot  on  mud  and  sand  flats,  iii 
company  with  Triugas  and  other  small  viaders. 


G-enuH  TRINQA,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  slender,  flexible,  varying  in  lengt-h,  straight  or  slightly 
curved  downwards,  both  mandibles  grooved;  nostril  small,  near 
the  base  of  the  mandible.  Wing  long,  pointed,  lat  quill  loogBst, 
tertiaries  nearly  as  Jong  as  primaries;  tail  nearly  sqtuire,  the 
median  rectricea  pointed  and  projecting  slightly  ia  some  species. 
Tarsus  rather  short,  scutulated ;  hind  toe  present ;  anterior  toes 
divided  to  the  base,  not  webbed. 

This  genus  comprises  the  Stints,  which  are  distinguished  from 
the  Sandpipers  (Totanus)  by  having  a  softer,  more  flexible  bill, 
and  by  the  almost  entire  abseui-e  of  any  web  between  the  anterior 
toes.  The  species,  about  20  in  number,  are  often  distributed 
amongst  a  number  of  genera  on  account  of  slight  differences  in 
the  length  or  form  of  the  bill ;  but  it  is  evident  that  all  are  closely 
allied,  more  so  than  the  species  here  referred  to  Totaitus.  No  less 
than  9  forms  of  Stint  have  been  recorded  from  India,  Ceylon,  and 
Burma ;  oil  are  migratory  birds,  breeding  in  Northern  Asia,  and 
the  majority  are  found  in  India  in  flockn,  feeding  on  worms,  small 
cnistaceft,  and  insects  and  their  larvK,  which  are  obtained  either 
from  sand  or  mud  bunks  on  the  coast  or  in  estmtries,  or  from 
marshy  ground  inland. 

Key  lo  the  Specits. 

a.  Bill  straight, 

a'.  Bill  fnm  gap«  not  exceeding  O'B,  wing 

a'.  All  fhafts  of  primaries  white  in  part. 
a'.  AVing  mider  4 ;  tarsus  0-8,  leaden 

jmy   T.  minula,  p.  273. 

b".  Wing  not  under  4 ;  tarsus  0'75, 

black r.  nificoUit,  p.  274. 

t'.   Shaft    of    1st   priwary  white ;   of 
(ithera  brown, 
c'.  All   tail-fen  I  hers  brown ;    mid-toe 

and  daw  0-0 T.  tiibminuta,  p.  275. 

(f.  Outer  tail-feathers  white  ;  mid-toe 

and  claw  0-75   T.  temmincki,  p.  275. 
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BUI  about  1 ,  wing  5  to  5'o ;  tail-featlers 

acuminate T.  acuminata^  p.  276. 

Bill  about  1*9,  win*^  over  7 T.  cramrodrUj  p.  277. 

(l  cnrved  downwards  near  the  tip. 

'iJjiptr  tail-coverts  chiefly  white T.  subarqtiata,  p.  278 . 

Upplir  tail-coverta  Uackish  brown. 

'.  Bill    slender,    higher    than    broad ; 

middle  tail-feathers  projecting  ....     T.  alpina,  p.  279. 
:. .  Bill  stout,  as  broad  as  high ;  middle 

tail-feathers    scarcely    longer    than 

others    T,  platyrhynclta,  p.  279. 


1471.  Tringa  minuta.    The  Little  Stint. 

Trinjra  minuta,  Tsetsler,  in  Bechtt,  Naturg.  Deutachl.f  Nac/Ut*.  i,  p.  74 
(1812) ;  Biyth,  Cat.  p.  270 ;  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  C90 ;  Hume,  S,  K 
i,  p.  242 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  396 ;  Legge,  ibid.  p.  491  ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iv, 
p.  17  ;  Hume  ^  Dan.  S,-  F.  vi,  p.  461 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  pp.  228, 487, 
497 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  884 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  884 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix, 
p.  85 ;  Butler,  ibid,  p.  429 ;  ScuHg,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  o88 ;  Beid,  S.  F. 
X,  p.  70 ;  Davidson,  tbid.  p.  321 ;  Hume.  ibid.  p.  414 ;  Oates,  B.  B. 
ii,  p.  389 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Jtfowi.  p.  355  ;  Seebohm,  C/utradr,  p.  435. 

Limooitos  minuta,  Sharpe^  Cat.  B,  M.  zxiv,  p.  538. 

Clioia  pau'loha,  II. 


Fig.  63.— Head  of  T.  minuta,     \, 

Coloration  in  winter.  Forehead,  supercilia,  lower  cheeks,  and 
underparts  generally,  with  axillaries,  white,  sides  of  breast  as  a 
rule  brownish  and  striated ;  a  brown  streak  across  the  lores  ;  sides 
of  head  below  and  behind  eye  and  sides  of  neck  brownish,  with 
dark  streaks ;  upper  plumage  brown,  more  or  less  tinged  with 
grey,  the  feathers  with  broad  blackish  shaft-stripes ;  tertiaries  and 
wing-coverts  darker  brown  with  pale  edges,  the  greater  coverts 
tipped  broadly  with  white;  quills  blackish  brown  with  white 
shafts,  secondaries  white  at  base,  the  white  extending  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  inner  secondaries  ;  middle  of  lower  back,  rump, 
and  upper  tail-coverts  blackish  brown,  the  sides  white ;  middle 
tail-feathers  also  dark  brown,  outer  rectrices  light  smoky  brown. 

In  summer  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts  are  black  with  brood 
rufous  edpes ;  the  fore  neck  and  upper  breast  are  indistinctly 
spotted  with  dark  brown  and  tinged  with  dull  rufous. 

Young  birds  are  blackish  above,  with  rufous  borders  and  some 
whitish  edges  to  the  feathers;  lower  surface  without  spots,  but 
tinged  with  isabelline  buff. 
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Bill  black  ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  deep  leaden,  in  some  vnth 
the  middle  of  the  tarsus  pale  and  greenish  (Legge),  y      ^ 

Length  6  ;  tail  1*5;  wing  3'75;  tarsus  '8;  middle  toeaoiob  ^ 

•75 ;  bill  to  gape  -7.  ^  i^ 

Distribution.  The  Little  Stint  breeds  in  Northern  Etih>i5e  UiiaX 
Siberia,  and  migrates  in  winter  to  Africa  and  Southern  Asia.     At 
that  season  it  abounds  in  all  well-watered  parts  of  Lidia,  and  it  is 
equally  abundant  in  Ceylon  ;  but  it  appears  to  be  replaced  by  the 
next  species  east  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

Habits,  6fc,  This  little  wader  is  usually  found  in  India  in  flock« 
and  feeds  in  marshy  ground,  in  rice-fields,  and  on  the  edges  of  tanks, 
rivers,  estuaries,  &c.,  or  on  the  sea-shore.  It  arrives  in  India  iu 
August  or  September,  and  leaves  usually  in  May. 


1472.  Tringa  ruficolliB.     Tlu  Eastern  Little  Stint 

Trynpra  ruficolliP,  Pali.  Jteis.  Jtuss.  Beichs,  iii,  p.  700  (1776). 
Trynga  salina,  Pall,  Zoogr.  Rosso- Asiat.  ii,  p.  199  (1811). 
Totanus  damacensis,  pt,  Horsf.  Tr.  Linn.  &or.  xiii,  p.  192  (1821). 
Tiinga  albescens,   Temm.  PL  Col.  pi.  41,  fig.  2  (182;^) ;  iJ.  SwinAoe^ 

Ibis,  1864,  p.  420;    Walden,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  317  ;  Legge,  S.  F.  iii, 

p.  2(55 ;  IlutnCf  Cat.  no.  884  ter. 
Tnnga  miniita,  apud  Hume,  S.  F.  ii.  p.  208 ;  Armstrong,  S,  F.  iv, 

p.  342  ;  Hume  8c  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  461 ;  nee  Linn, 
Tringa  ruticollis,  Oates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  390. 
TrJDga  minuta  ruficolli?.  Seebohm,  Charadr,  p.  437,  y\,  xv. 
Limonites  ruficollis,  Sharpe^  Cat,  B,  M,  xxiv,  p.  546. 

In  winter  this  Stint  cannot  be  distingu itched  from  the  preceding 
by  its  plumage.  It  is,  however,  a  larger  bird,  with  a  shorter, 
stouter,  and  blacker  tarsus.  The  ^^ing  is  generally  more  than 
3*9  long,  and  the  tarsus  rarely  exceeds  '75.  Some  Burmese  birds 
appear  to  be  of  intermediate  size. 

In  summer  the  sides  of  the  face,  the  throat,  sides,  and  front  of 
the  neck  and  upper  breast  are  ricli  ferruginous  red,  the  chin  alone 
remaining  white.  The  plumage  elsewhere  resembles  that  of 
T,  minuta. 

Bill,  leg^,  and  feet  black  ;  iridos  dark  brown  (Armstrong). 

Length  6*25  ;  tail  1*7  ;  wing  4  ;  tarsus  "75  ;  bill  from  gape  '8. 

Distribution.  Eafttern  Siberia  in  summer,  Japan,  China,  and  S.E. 
Asia,  the  Malayan  Archipelngo,  and  Australia  in  winter.  This  is 
the  species  common  in  suitable  localities  throughout  Burma  and  in 
the  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands,  but  only  occasional  specimens 
appear  to  be  found  in  India,  west  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

Dr.  Sharpe  has  examined  the  two  type-specimens  of  Horsfield's 
Totanus  damaeensis,  and  finds  that  one  belongs  to  the  present 
species  and  one  to  T,  subminuta ;  but  the  words  in  Horsfield*! 
brief  description,  *'  rachidibus  primorum  albis "  (shafts  of  the 
primaries  white),  are  applicable  to  T.  ruJicoUis  only. 
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1473.  Tringa  Bubminnta.    The  Long-toed  Stint. 

rringa  subminuta,  Middendorfy  Heis.  Sidir.f  Zool,  Saugth.  lUg.  8fc. 
p,  222,  pi.  xix,  fig.  0  (foot)  (1851) ;  Jerdonj  B.  L  iii,  p.  875 ;  Legge, 
I  Bh'ds  CeyL  p.  889 ;  Oates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  391 ;  Seebohm,  Charadr,  p.  438. 

j  *.  •  'rings  damacensifl,  Bhth,  Ibisy  1867,  p.  168 ;  Huni^,  S.  F.  i,  p.  242. 

I  rinf^  aalina,  apud  Holdiworthy  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  474 ;  Legge,  S,  F, 

'  'i,  p.  491 ;  Blglh  *  Wald.  Birds  Burtn.  p.  166. 

ringa  ruficollis,  apttd  Hume  Jjc  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  461 ;  Baliy  S.  F,  vii, 
p.  2i8 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  487 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  884  bis ;  id.  6*.  F,  xi,  p.  323. 
Limonites  damaceusis,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxiv,  p.  5*>3. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Upper  parts  dark  brown,  the  feathers 
with  light  brown  edges,  a  dark  streak  through  the  lores  to  the 
eye,  and  a  pale  greyish  superciliary  band  ;  sides  of  head  and  neck 
light  greyish  brown,  streaked  darker;  quills  dark  brown,  scarcely 
any  white  on  the  secondaries  and  narrow  tips  on  the  greater 
coverts ;  shafts  of  Ist  primary  whitish  in  parts,  those  of  other 
primaries  brown ;  lower  back,  middle  of  rump  and  of  upper  tail- 
coyerts,  and  middle  tail-feathers  blackish ;  sides  of  rump  and  lateral 
tail-coverts  white,  outer  tail-feathers  greyish  brown ;  chin,  throat, 
abdomen,  and  lower  tail -coverts  white  ;  fore  neck  and  breast  pale 
g;reyish  brown  with  dark  shaft-stripes. 

In  summer  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts  are  broadly  edged 
with  rufous,  and  there  is  a  slight  rufous  tiuge  on  the  fore  neck  aud 
breast,  as  in  T.  minuta. 

Bill  olive-brown  ;  iris  brown  ;  legs  and  toes  pale  brown  (Gates)  \ 
legs  and  feet  yellowish  olivaceous  (Lfijge), 

Length  6 ;  tail  1*5 ;  wing  3*7 ;  tarsus  *8 ;  mid-toe  and  claw  '9 
to  1 ;  bill  from  gape  *75. 

Distribution,  Eastern  Siberia  in  summer,  S.E.  Asia  to  Australia 
in  winter.  Common  at  that  season  in  Burma,  Bengal,  and  (Ceylon, 
and  probably  occurring  throughout  the  Eastern  hah  of  the  Indian 
Peninsula. 

Habits  J  ^c.  The  Long-toed  Stint  occurs,  like  T,  minuia^  in  flocks 
during  the  winter,  but  is,  according  to  both  Legge  and  Gates,  even 
more  of  a  marsh-loving  bird  than  that  species,  its  long  toes 
evidently  enabling  it  to  run  over  soft  mud.  Hume  found  these 
two  Stints  to  be  brought  in  about  equal  numbers  to  the  bazaar  in 
Calcutta. 

1474.  Tringa  temmincld.    Temminck^s  Stint. 

Tringa  temmincki,  Leisler  in  Bechst.  Naturg.  Deutschl.,  Kachtr.  ii, 
p.  78  (1812) ;  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  270 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  691 ;  Godic- 
Aust,  J,  A,  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt  2,  p.  273 ;  Stolicska,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xli, 
pt.  2,  p.  252 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  i,  p.  244 ;  BuUer,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  17 ;  v, 
p.  233 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  461  ;  Bali,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  228 ; 
Hume,  ibid.  p.  487 ;  Anders,  Yunnan  Fiped.,  Aves,  p.  680 ;  Hume, 
Cat,  no.  885 ;  Scully,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  3o7 ;  Legge,  Birds  CeyL  p.  892  ; 
Hume  ^  Inglis,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  258 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  429 ;  Bidaulph 
Ibis,  1881,  p.  96;  1882,  p.  288;  Scully,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  589;  Beid 
S,  F.  X,  p.  70 ;  Davidson,  ibid,  p.  321 ;  Oates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  392 ; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  355 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  323 ;  Seebohm, 
Charadr.  p.  434;  Sharjie,  Yark,  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  143. 
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Actodromas  temminckil,  O'ippSf  S.  F.  rii,  p.  303. 
Limonites  temmincki,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxiv^  p.  555. 

The  Whit^'iailed  Stintj  Jerdon. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Lores  brown,  with  a  white  stre^ik 
them,  not  continued  above  the  eje :  whole  upper  plumage  almoet 
uniform  greyish  brown,  with  sh'ghtly  darker  shaft-stripes ;  greater 
coverts  and  quills  dark  brown,  greater  coverts  and  secondaries 
tipped  white,  shaft  of  1st  primary  white,  those  of  other  primaries 
brown;  lower  back,  rump,  and  middle  tail-coverts  dark  brown, 
sides  of  rump  white ;  middle  tail-feathers  dark  brown,  outer 
feathers  paler,  outer  two  pairs  white  ;  chin,  throat,  abdomen,  and 
lower  tail-coverts  white,  breast  light  brownish  grey. 

lu  summer  the  upper  plumage  is  darker,  and  the  edges  of  the 
feathers  slightly  rufous ;  the  breast  is  light  sandr  brown,  with 
small  dark  spots. 

Bill  black ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  olivaceous  greenish 
{Legge). 

Length  6 ;  tail  1*75 ;  wing  3*75 ;  tarsus  '65 ;  middle  toe  and 
claw  '75  ;  bill  from  gap«  '65. 

Distribution,  Throughout  Europe  and  Asia  and  North  Africa, 
breeding  in  the  extreme  North  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  migrating 
to  the  South  in  winter.  This  Stint  is  very  common  at  that  season 
throughout  suitable  parts  of  Northern  India,  but  is  less  frequently 
seen  to  the  southward  and  in  Burma,  and  is  rare  in  Ceylon. 

Habits,  Sfc,  Temmiuck's  Stint  arrives  in  India  early,  having  been 
recorded  aboiit  Deesa  in  Guzerat  by  Butler  as  early  as  August  5th, 
and  it  remains  till  the  middle  of  May,  assuming  breeding-plumage 
before  leaving.     Its  habits  resemble  those  of  its  allies. 

1475.  Tringa  acuminata.     Tlu  Asiatic  Pectoral  Sandpiper, 

Totanus  acuminatus,  Horrf.  Trans,  lAnn,  Soc.  xiii,  p.  192  (1821). 
Tringra  acuminata,  Biddtdph^  Ibis,  1382,  p.  287  ;  id.  S.  F,  x,  p.  27G ; 

Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  441. 
Heteropygia  acumiData,  Sharpey  Cat.  B.  M,  xxiv,  p.  566. 

Tail-feathers  lanceolate  and  pointed,  the  outer  pairs  less 
distinctly  so. 

Coloration  in  w^inter.  Supercilia  and  sides  of  head  and  of  neck 
white,  with  brown  streaks ;  lores  and  ear-coverts  brown ;  hind 
neck,  back,  and  scapulars  light  greyish  brown,  with  broad  dark  shaft- 
stripes  ;  crown  similar,  but  more  rufous  ;  wing- coverts  and  tertiaries 
dark  brown  with  whitish  edges ;  greater  coverts  white-tipped ; 
primaries  and  secondaries  dark  brown,  later  secondaries  edged 
with  white  near  their  tips  ;  lower  back,  rump,  middle  and  upper 
tail-coverts,  and  median  rectrices  blackish  brown,  outer  rectrices 
lighter  brown  ;  all  tail-feathers  with  whitish  edges ;  chin,  throat, 
and  abdomen  white ;  fore  neck  and  breast  pale  brownish  grey,  with 
small  dark  streaks  :  lower  and  lateral  upper  tail-coverts  and  lower 
flanks  white,  with  blackish  shaft-stripes. 
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ner  the  feathers  of  the  crown,  hind  neck,  and  hack,  with 

I     lare  and  some  tertiaries,  are  hlack  with  dull  rufous 

the  upper  breast  is  shghtlj  tinged  with  rufous ;  the 

on  the  breast  are  broader  and  often  take  the  form  of 

ars,  extending  to  the  nanks.  ^ 

birds  resemble  adults  in  summer  plumage  above,  but 

— ive  tne  oreast  almost  uniform  sandy  buff. 

Bill  black ;  irides  chocolate ;  legs  and  toes  yellowish  ochre 
( lV%itdet/). 

Length  8*5 ;  tail  2*25  ;  wing  5'4 ;  tarsus  1*2  ;  culmen  1*1. 
BiHribfUion,  This  bird,  a  near  ally  of  the  American  Pectoral 
Sandpiper,  T,  maculata^  breeds  in  North-eastern  Siberia  and  Alaska, 
and  migrates  by  China  and  Japan  to  the  Malayan  Archipelago, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand.  A  single  specimen  was  shot  by 
Biddulph  at  Oilgit,  flying  about  with  a  number  of  Pavonctlla 
pugnaxy  on  August  1st. 

1476.  Tringa  crasBirostris.     The  Eastern  Knot. 

Tringa  crassirostris,  Temm.  ^  Sckl.  Faun.  Jap.y  Ares^  p.  107,  pi.  64 
(1847) ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  240 ;  Walden,  Ibis,  1874,  p.  147 ;  Arm- 
utrongf  S,  F,  iv,  p.  341 ;  Hume,  ibid,  pp.  4t*J;J,  464;  Jiutue,  Cat. 
uo.  881  his;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  393;  Murray,  Vert.  Zool.  Sind, 
p.  249 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  353 ;  Seebohm,  Ckaradr.  p.  421 ; 
Sharpe,  Cat  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  600. 

P  Tringa  canutus,  apud  Bit/th,  Cat.  p.  208,  parti m ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii, 
p.  6iB8 ;  nee  Linn, 

Coloration  in  winter.  Upper  parts  light  brownish  grey,  with  black 
shaft-strifes  which  are  broadest  on  the  crown ;  sides  of  head  and 
neck  whitish,  with  dark  streaks,  supercilia  and  cheeks  paler; 
wing-coverts  with  pale  edges,  greater  coverts  with  white  tips ; 
bastard  wing,  priniary-covert«,  and  primaries  blackish  brown ; 
secondaries  brownish  grey  like  back,  but  with  white  borders  out- 
side and  at  the  end ;  lower  back  and  rump  dark  brown,  with  white 
edges  to  the  feathers ;  upper  tail-coverts  the  same,  but  the  white 
borders  are  much  wider,  the  white  sometimes  occupying  the  greater 
part  or  the  whole  of  the  feathers ;  tail  ashy  brown  ;  lower  plumage 
white,  fore  neck  and  upper  breast  streaked  or  spotted  with  dark 
brown. 

In  summer  the  plumage  is  blackish  above,  with  whitish  edges  to 
the  feathers,  the  scapulars  with  large  chestnut  spots  ;  upper  and 
lower  tail-ooverts  white,  with  dark  brown  spots  and  bars;  chiu, 
throat,  breast,  and  flanks  so  thickly  spotted  as  to  be  ahnost 
covered  iu  the  middle  of  the  breast  with  blackish  brown.  There 
is  no  rufous  on  the  lower  plumage. 

Bill  dusky  black ;  irides  dark  brown ;  legs  and  feet  greenish 
dusky  (ArmaironQ). 

Length  11*5;  tail  2*5;  wing  7*25;  tarsus  1-4;  bill  from 
gape  1*9. 

Distribution.  This  large  Knot  passes  the  summer  in  Siberia  and 
the   winter  iu  South-eastern  Asia,  the  Malay  Archipelago,  and 
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Australia-      tii    lodift  and   Burtnn  it  baa  only  been  obwrreij 
winter  on  ornenr  tbe:  i^t^-c;uast  ut  Gwiidarin  Balucliisl;an,  1 
and  the  LiicL-adive  Islands  by  Hume,  ul:  Akvab   by  Oitw,  J 
mouth  of  the  Kangoou  rivi-r  by  Acinstroog.iind  unMoiilti  Ani 
by  Ward!  aw  Bam  say ;  but  if,  as  is  almost  i->?rtnin,  this  was  | 
bird  identitied  bv  Jerdon  and  BIyth  with  T.  aiimtiu,  it  hos  I 
been  obt:iined  al  Mndms  and  in  Calcutta. 

1-J77.  Tringa  sabarquata.  Tlie  Carley  Stint  or  Pi-jmy  Curltt 
Scolupiii  subarquata,  fi'iilitemt.  Nov.  Com.  Ftirup.  xix,  p.  471  0^ 
Triuiju  auboiquHtA,  Olulh,   Cat.   p.   2iia ;  J<rdint,  IS.  I,  iii,  p.  060: 

««me  Ut  Rndat.  Lah    to   J'ark.  p.  28is :   Burnt,  S.  >'.  i,  p.  342 ; 

ii,  p.  3»7 :   Adam.  S.  F.  \,  p.  89(! ;  li,  p.  330 ;  Btyth,  Bird,  Burm. 

p.  leU  i  Arminxg,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  343 :  Cockbuiit,  ihid.  p.  510 ;  Home 

*  Dar.  8.  F.  vi.p.  4(10;  David*.  St  Wend.  S,  F.  vii.p.SH;  Humr. 

ibid,  p,   487;  id.  Git.   no.  882;  icyjw,  j5i>rf«  O-y/.  p.  «7B ;   fitlai. 

S.  F.ix, -p.  m  ;  Bulla:  ibid.  p.42y;  Bidduiph,  l&u,  }al*l .  p.  V6 ; 

18tB,  p.  288 ;  Brid.  S.  F.  i,  p.  7U ;  BanKi,  Birdt  Bern,  p,  354  ; 

Sttbokm,  Oiarndr.  p.  419. 
PeUdnn  subRrquaui,  Oaffi,  B.  B.  ii.  p.  304. 
Aupylocbilus  eubarquottts,  Sliarpf,  Cat.  B.  M.  xiiv,  p.  B8(l. 


Fig.  fi4,— Hrad  of  T.  mtnrgiiatn.     |. 

Ceioration  in  winter.  Broad  supereilia,  gt-nenilly  meeting  aoroH)* 
forehead,  white ;  lores,  sides  of  head  and  neck  brownish,  etreakpd 
darker ;  upper  plumt^  ashy  bro\M],  with  more  or  less  distinct, 
dark  ahaft-stripes  ;  w  in g-et> verts  with  light  edges,  greater  cotpH 8 
tipped  uith  white;  bastard  wing,  primary-coverts,  primaries,  and 
secondaries  dark  brown  ;  outiT  (vebs  of  later  primaries  and  of  oil 
secondaries  with  a  while  border;  secondaries  white  at  the  base,  the 
amount  of  white  increasing  on  the  inner  secondaries  ;  lower  hack 
and  middle  of  rump  dark  bronn,  Ihe  feathers  with  a  pale  or  white 
edge  ;  sides  of  rump  iitid  up]ier  tail-coveiis  wbite  ;  tail  ushy  brown ; 
lower  parts  and'  axillnrief  white ;  fore  neck  and  npper  breast 
brownish,  streaked  with  dark  brown. 

In  summer  the  i-rown.  neck,  buck,  and  scapulars  are  rich  rufous, 
with  black  centres  to  the  feathers;  both  upper  and  lower  tail- 
ooverts  with  large  black  spots ;  the  lower  parts  cbestnul  «ith  hoary 
edges  to  the  feathers,  especially  on  the  abdomen. 

Youivt  birds  have  the  feathers  of  the  upper  plurange  fringed 
with  hnff  or  whitish.  Ihe  lower  surface  neariy  uniform  buff. 

Bill  block  ;  irides  hro«n  ;  legs  dusky  gtey  {Jerdon). 

Lens'h  JS'.'i :  tail  1'75;  wing  6  ;  tarsus  1'2;  bill  from  gape  1'5. 
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>t^«n2»tatofi.  This  Stint  breeds  in  the  far  North,  but  the  nest  and 

•   ^  ^ere  almost  unknown  before  the  present  year  \  it  migrates  in 

\Stt  to  ^incAy  Southern  Asia,  and  A  ustralia.     It  is  common  in 

ftold  season  on  mauy  parts  of  the  Indian  and  Burmese  coasts ; 

€fj^oept  at  the  period  of  migration,  is  rare  inland.      It  arrives 

•  idLia  as  early  as  August,  aud  leaves  in  May,  most  of  the  birds 

J  in  rufous  breeding-plumage  before  leaving. 

UahitM^  4fc,  In  India  the  Curlew  Stint  generally  occurs  in  flocks, 

liirge  or  small,  often  associated  with  other  small  waders,  and  fre- 

qaents    for  the  most  part   sand-banks  or   muddy   flats   on  the 

8e»-shore  or  on  the  estuaries  of  large  rivers.      It  is,  like  most  of 

the  genus,  excellent  eating. 

1478.  Tringa  alpina.    The  Dunlin, 

Tringa  alpina,  Linn.  JSi^,  Nat,  i,  p.  249  (1766) :  Hume,  S.  F.  vii, 
pp.  228,  487  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  883  ;  Bsid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  70 ;  Bamet,  Bird* 
Jiom.  p.  354 ;  Seebo/nUf  Charadr.  p.  426. 

Tringa  cinclus,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  2oI  (1766) ;  BIyth,  Cat.  p.  269; 
Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  690 ;  Irby,  Ibis,  1861,  p.  240;  HumCy  S.  F  i, 
p.  242;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  3U6;  Hayett  Uoyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  417; 
Butter,  S.  F.  v,  pp.  233,  236. 

Pelidna  alpina,  Skarpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  602. 

Coloration.  In  winter  plumage  this  closely  resembles  the  last 
species,  T.  tvharquata  ;  it  is  smaller,  with  a  shorter  bill,  and  differs 
in  having  the  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  very  dark  brown,  and 
the  middle  rectrioes,  which  project  considerably  beyond  the  others 
at  the  end,  much  darker  than  the  rest.  There  is  also  more  white 
on  the  secondaries,  and  the  shaft- lines  on  the  upper  surface  are 
less  defined. 

The  summer  plumage  is  very  different.     The  crown,  back,  and 
scapulars  are  bright  rufous  with  black  centres ;  hind  neck  and  sides 
of  neck  hoary  white  with  black  streaks ;  and  all  the  lower  brea8t 
and  upper  abdomen  occupied  by  a  large  sooty -black  patch. 
Bill  and  legs  black  ;  iris  dark  brown. 

Ijength  7'o  ;  tail  2 ;  wing  4*5  ;  tarsus  "95  ;  bill  from  gape  1'3. 
Distribution.  The  Dunlin  breeds  in  Northern  Europe  and  Asia, 
and  migrates  in  winter  to  Southern  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  and 
(Jouth- western  Asia.  It  is  found  coromonlv  in  the  cold  season 
throughout  Northern  India  as  far  east  as  Calcutta,  and  stragglers 
have  been  obtained  as  far  south  as  Haipur ;  but  it  has  not  been 
observed  in  Southern  India,  in  Ceylon,  nor  east  of  the  Bay  of 
Bengal. 

Habits^  ^e.  The  Dunlin  in  India  is  as  common  inland  as  on  the 
coast,  and  is  found  along  the  lai^er  rivers,  on  the  edges  of  marshes, 
and  in  similar  places,  in  flocks.  According  to  Hume  it  is  far  more 
abundant  inland  than  T,  Jtubarquata. 

1479.  Tringa  platyrhyncba.    The  Broad-UUed  Stint. 

Tringa  platyrincha,  Tetnm.  Man.  efOm.  p.  398  (1816). 
LAmicola  pygmaea,  Koch,  Baier.  Zool.  i,  p.  316  (1816). 
Tringa  platyrhyncba,  BIyth,  Cat.  p.  26U ;  Jerdwt,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  69J ; 
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I£ume,  S.  F,  i, jp.  244 ;  ii,  p.  298 ;  Blyth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  IS$  j 
Armstrong^  8.  F,  iv,  p.  3^ ;  Seebohm^  Charadr.  p.  433.  /     ,..■. 

Tringa  pygmaea,  Blyth,  Ihis^  1867,  p.  168.  J^  .  W 

Limicola  Bilnrica,  Dresser^  P.  Z,  8,  1876,  p.  674 ;  Hume,  8,  JBJ|>  Y? 
p.  344 ;  id.  Cat,  no.  886  bis.  -Jt^   r^ 

Limicola  platyrhyncha,  Hnme  <J"  Dav,  8.  F.x\,  p.  461 ;  Hume,  S,  -R 
vii,  p.  487 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  886 ;  LeggCy  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  89tf ;  OaUs^ 
B.  B.  i\y  p.  387 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  350 ;  ^karpe.  Cat.  B,  Jf  • 
xxiv,  p.  612. 

Coloration  in  winter  very  similar  to  that  of  T,  subarquata  and 
T.  alpina ;  as  in  the  latter,  the  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and 
middle  tail-feathers  are  blackish  brown ;  the  dark  shaft-stripeft 
on  the  upper  plumage  are  broad  and  ill-defined,  and  there  is  not 
much  white  on  the  secondaries.  The  white  supercilia  do  not  meet 
across  the  forehead.  The  lower  parts  are  white  throughout,  and 
only  a  few  narrow  dark  streaks  occur  on  the  fore  neck  and  upper 
breast. 

In  summer  the  upper  parts  are  black,  with  narrow  dull  rufous 
or  whitish  fringes  to  the  leathers ;  crown  nearly  all  black  or  with 
a  few  bufE  spots  towards  each  side ;  tertiaries  with  narrow  rufous 
borders ;  middle  pair  of  rectrices  each  with  a  rufous  margin  to 
the  outer  web ;  throat,  fore  neck,  sides  of  neck,  and  upper  breast 
tinged  with  rufescent  and  thickly  spotted  with  dark  brown. 

IJill  brown,  tinged  with  olive ;  irides  dark  brown ;  legs  olive- 
brown  {Oates). 

Length  7  ;  tail  1*5  ;  wing  4*1  ;  tarsus  '9  ;  bill  from  gape  1"3. 

Distribution.  The  breeding  quarters  of  this  Stint  are  in  the  north 
of  Europe  and  Asia ;  but  in  winter  it  migrates  to  the  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean  and  of  Southern  Asia.  It  is  found  on  many 
parts  of  the  Indian,  Ceylonese,  and  Burmese  coasts,  but  is  locally 
distributed,  the  only  places  where  it  has  been  found  to  be  common 
being  Sind  and  Pegu,  near  the  mouths  of 'the  Indus  and  the 
Irrawaddy.  An  Eastern  race  has  been  separated  by  Dresser  as 
JAmicola  sibirica  (P.  Z.  8.  1876,  p.  674),  on  account  of  the  feathers 
of  the  crown  and  upper  parts  having  broad  rufous  edges  in  summer ; 
but  there  is  no  difference  in  winter,  and  it  appears  doubtful 
whether  the  distinction  is  sufficient. 

Habits^  ^c.  The  Broad-billed  Stint  appears  to  be  even  more 
restricted  to  the  sea-coast  and  salt-water  inlets  and  estuaries  than 
other  members  of  the  genus.  It  is  found  in  small  pai*ties,  usually 
associating  with  other  Stints,  &c. 

Genus  PHALAEOPUS,  Brisson,  1760. 

Anterior  toes  bordered  throughout  by  a  web  cut  into  lobes,  as 
in  Coots  and  Grebes.  In  other  respects  the  present  genus  does 
not  differ  materially  from  Tringa  and  its  allies.  By  many  natu- 
raHsts  the  Phalaropes  are  made  into  a  separate  subfamily,  and 
they  have  some  claim  to  the  distinction ;  but  they  are  after  all 
only  modified  Sandpipers,  although,  unlike  those  shore-birds,  they 
are  found  swimming  in  the  open  sea,  sometimes  even  out  of  sight 
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tte    !M»fc  or  •!£  jiki'H.    mil    ik?    ^jiu*   .'uur^^iui*-  fij:^  •ffji/r.^iu    um 

Aott  «adL  hati' iHt^iL  niuie  "iiitf  ""/•:«  .'i;  &  ^citrir;  J7*a>ii**      'J'*w  lifcvif 
•xcuTKii:  JL  LiiLa. 

&.  BUI  due  -uriiHCKr  "-Jiui  i-irM.  .r  "*u.li  "-i-;  ";i-.>ii»* . 

Triiurk  !i'"3i*r'ii  '-a.^  ^  7   .•  oiiia.  L.t-t  Stnc.  y  ic.  :  ^.  i<f^  «  '.ri.'i';. 
■.ii   riwl 'Ki*.  -.  4«'*4     z£t/titf.    >.  -?*    :.   :3.  i-M-.' .  .t^or/i,   S    ^'   v. 

9.   177-  ,S'ti/ff.'r.  /7/j#.   I'S.-H-.v  -.  l"^r?.  3'.i(*x"*    '. '«!/.  y.  i^^.  ^'iufw. 
Xvcr.  £■.  ^  Ti  7.  7.  rL-t^. 


Co^K,rQt.iy\k  iri  wir.vr.  Brt^id  :orthr-Jki.  mor^'  or  U'ss  oi  Kv  KTk».\n, 
lores,  suf-^-rcLlii,  ohrrk^.  i}.ir<  of  iirvk,  and  all  Iv^wt'r  iat:*  «hilo  ; 
a  black  \xKrA  *Mrr«:ur.l?  the  eye.  e\v.^pt  abo\i\  a;vi  lAtoiuls  tor 
itome  distaiii.v  c-er.iiid  it :  naf-r:  aad  h:::d  ::ev'k  d-.i>iv  brvn\ii :  maiitlo 
blackish  brDwn,  '.vit^  v*Lit«f  or  bu5y-\*  hite  >trv'aiiL>  loruiod  bv  \\\\- 
tfdges  of  tbefeathrrs:  a  Irosvd  while  bar  on  liie  wing  ooiu^vmhI 
of  the  white  tip-j  o:  the  irreater  seoo!idarv-i.wert>  :  inner  seoond- 
aries  mostly  white :  middle  of  ruaip,  up^^^r  taiUvx ert*.  and  the 
t ai Ufeat  ht:rs  black .  with  white  t^^es . 

In  summt-r  th^  crown,  sides  of  head,  hind  neck  and  sides  of 
the  breast,  back,  sc^pulan*.  and  tfrtiari««  art*  blackisii  i;rt»y  ;  down 
each  side  of  tht;  back  are  buff  streaks  foriueil  by  Trie  edijes  of  the 
scapulars:  wings  aud  tail  browner;  tides  of  mvk  terrugiuous- 
red,  united  across  the  tore  ne.k  in  females,  but  not  in  males,  which 
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have  the  ferruginous  patches  divided  ia  front  by  a  dark  alatj'-gi 

Bill  blackish ;  iriden  browoish  black ;    legs  and  f<»t  lave 
blue  iButUr). 

Iiength  "-a  ;  taill-Sa;  winij4-25;  tarsus 'S;  bill  from  g 

Vultrihution.  This  Pholarope  breeds  in  the  North  of  ] 
Asia,  and  America,  amongst  olbfr  places  tn  the  Orkneys  I 
ilebrides,  and  in  aniuma  migrates  to  the  soutliMard.  It«  principal 
winter  abode  in  the  Eaetem  Hemisphere  is  uii  the  coasts  ot  Arabia, 
Baluehistaii.  anil  Bind,  where  it  abounds.  It  also  occnrs  on  the 
west  coast  of  India  and  on  ihe  east  eoaet  us  far  north  as  Madras, 
where,  at  times,  it  is  not  uncommon  ;  but  it  has  not  been  obsf  rred 
farther  east  within  Indiun  or  Burmese  limits,  though  it  is  known 
to  visit  Ja])an, China,  and  the  Malay  Aruhipelago.  Inland  in  India 
it  only  oeciirs  when  migrating,  but  it  has  been  8e?eral  limes  shot 
in  the  Punjab  and  Bajputana,  as  far  east  as  the  neighbourhood 
of  Delhi,  about  (September  and  Miiy. 

Hahitt,  t^e.  On  the  coasts  of  Baluchistan  and  Slnd  this  Phalarope 
is  found  in  flocks  sitting  on  the  sea,  often  several  miles  from  land. 
I  ha.ve  seen  u  hat  is  doubtless  the  same  soecies  oft'  Aden,  where 
speciuieDB  Mere  obtained  by  Barnes.  When  swimming  thus 
Ued-necked  Phalaropes  are  very  wary,  and  do  not  allow  a  boat  to 
come  n-^r ;  wfaereas  on  the  pools  of  fre^h  water  occasioiiBlly 
liuunled  by  thein  ou  laud  they  are  remarkably  tame. 

148].  PhalaropoB  fiilicaritis.     Tht  Grry  PKalm-opr, 

Tringn  fulicarin, /.mil.  5^8^  A'o(.  i,  p.  249(176(1). 

Plinlaropus lobstus,  Tumi.  Orn.  Brit.  p.  3;  H/ylA,  Ibu,  1859,  p.  404) 
nfC  Trin^  loluila,  Linn,  ., 

Pball»^opusfuIil.'ariu^£/yfA,  Cat.  p.  271;  id.J.A.S.S.Jixiii,f.H4i 
xsviii,  p.  417;  Ja-don,  B.  I.  iii,  p,  095;  /futmf,  S.  F  "  "^ 
id.  Cat.  no.  889;  Seebohm.  Chamdr.  p.  338.         \ 

CryiQophilufl  fulicarius,  Sharp*,  Cat.  B.  M.  xsiv,  p.'BK 

Coloration  in  winter.  Forehead,  superciliu,  lores,  cheeks,  sides  of 
neck,  and  lower  parts  white ;  crown  chiefly  white,  but  mixed  with 
blackish;  a  blackish  streak,  including  the  eye,  continued  back 
over  the  ear-coverls;  nape  and  hind  neck  blackish  :  back,  scapulars, 
and  tertiariea  ashy  grey ;  wing-coverta  and  quills  blackish  grey, 
more  or  less  while-edged;  greater  Hecondury-coverts  broadly  lipped 
with  white;  bases  of  later  primaries  and  of  secondaries  and  greater 
part  of  inner  secondnries  white  ;  middle  of  rump  and  upper  tail- 
coverts  and  all  tail-feathers  black,  with  white  or  buff  edges, 

Femaltt  in  summer  have  tlie  crown,  lores,  and  nape  hlack  ;  a 
large  patch  on  each  side  of  the  bead,  including  the  orbit  and  enr- 
coverts,  white;  feathers  of  back,  scapulars,  and  tertianes  black, 
\titli  broad  buff  edges  ;  lower  parts  and  sides  of  body  dark  vinous 
chestnut ;  chin  dusky  grey.  In  males  the  crown  is  like  the  bach, 
and  there  is  much  white  on  the  throat  and  breast. 

I  in  summer  yellowish,  black  at  the  tip,  in  winter  dark  olivo 
throughout ;  iriden  dark  hro«u  ;  legs  and  ff  et  dull  olive  [tfrtwer). 
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Length  of  male  7'5 ;  tail  2*6  ;  wing  5 ;  tarsus  -85  ;  culmen  S^k 
"^emales  are  larger ;  wing  5*4.  Bill  flat  and  rather  wide,  much 
.'oader  than  tarsus. 
Distribution,  The  Grey  Phalarope  breeds  in  high  northern 
latitudes  aU  round  the  Pole,  and  ranges  south  in  winter  even  to 
C  lili  and  New  Zealand.  It  has  once  been  obtained  by  Blyth,  on 
Jllay  11th,  1846,  in  the  Calcutta  Bazaar;  no  other  occurrence  in 
Xndia  is  known.  Huroe  thought  he  obtained  this  species  between 
GvTadar  and  Muscat,  and  as  the  specimen  was  mislaid,  he  was 
unable  to  re-examine  it  (S.  F.  vii,  p.  487) :  but  his  dimensions 
show  that  the  bird  obtained  by  him  could  not  he  P.  fulicariusy  and 
the  skin  has  now  been  found  in  his  collection,  and  proves  to  be 
that  of  P,  hyperboreug. 


Subfamily  SCOLOPACINiE. 

The  Woodcocks  and  Snipes  have  the  toes  free  like  Tringa,  but 
they  are  distinguished  by  a  very  different  style  of  plumage,  which 
does  not  change  with  the  seasons,  and  by  their  large  eyes  placed 
far  backward  in  the  head,  the  ear-orifice  being  just  beneath  the. 
hinder  edge  of  the  orbit.  The  bill  is  long,  slender,  and  largely 
provided  with  nerves ;  whilst  the  tarsus  is  short,  not  exceeding  tLe 
middle  toe  and  claw  in  length. 

All  the  members  of  this  subfamily  have  crepuscular  or  nocturnal 
habits.     Ro9tratula  (Rhynchasa)  is  an  aberrant  form. 

Key  to  the  Genera, 

a.  Sexes  Bimilar  in  plumage ;  hill  straight. 

a.  Tibia  feathered  throughout ;  nolongitudiual 

pale  stripes ;  ucciput  and  nape  transversely 

striped  '.     ScoLOPAX,  p.  283. 

h'.  Tibia  partly  naked ;  longitudinal  pale  stripes 

on  crown  and  scapulara CIallinagO;  p.  28o. 

b.  Sexes  different ;  bill  curved  downwards  at  tip    Kostratula,  p.  293. 

Genus  SCOLOPAX,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  long,  straight,  slender,  rather  soft  and  swollen  at  the  tip  ; 
both  mandibles  grooved  at  the  side;  nostrils  linear,  basal,  the 
gape  in  front  of  the  base  of  the  culmen.  Wings  long,  1st  quill 
longest.  Tail  short,  of  12  feathers.  Legs  short,  feathered  to  the 
joint  at  the  base  of  the  tarsus. 

Two  or,  including  the  North  American  form,  sometimes  separated 
generically,  three  species  are  known.  Only  the  typical  one  is 
Lidian. 

1482.  Scolopaj:  rusticiila.     The  Woodcock, 

Scolopax  rusticola,  Lintu  Syst.  Nat^  i,  p.  243  (1706);  Blyth,  Cat. 
p.  271 ;  Jerdtm,  B,  L  iii,  p.  670 ;  Stoliczkaj  J,  A,  S,  B.  xxxvii^ 
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pt  3,  p.  70;  Bravan,  Ibis,  1808,  p.  391  ;  Brookt,  J.  A.  S.  £.  \liH, 
pt.  2,  p  -Jm ;  Hume.  S.  F.  ii,  p.  4Sii ;  A.  Anikrton,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  358 ; 
(/odu>.-Auit.  J.  A.  S.  Ji.  ilv, pi.  2,  p.  200;  Fairbank, &  /".  t, p. 409; 
Jiutltr,  ibid.  p.  604 ;  Hume  4  Dae.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  458 ;  BaU,  S.  F.  th^ 
p.  -im  i  Laird,  ibid.  p.  470 ;  Rumf,  ibid.  p.  483 ;  id.  Cat  no.  89^^, 
Binffluim,  S.  F.  viii,  \\.  190 ;  Sndlg,  iUi.  p.  -153 ;  Hunt  fy  MarOi. 
C.'flBMS.  iii,p.  500,  pi. ;  WiUiamton,  S.  F.  x,  p.  617:  2Jar*-a, 
BirJi  Bom.  u,  343  ;  Sei^Am,  Charadr.  p.  602;  l^unu,  6.  F.  si, 
p.  318. 
Scolopax   nislicuk,    muirlnn,   Ibis,   1879,  p.  463 ;  id.  8.  F. 


p.  000;  Lfoge,  Bird^  Cm/I.  p.  806;  Butler.  S.  F.  ii,  p.  4:;ft; 
liiddulph,  Ibii,  1881,  p.  06 :  iSlcatfy,  ibid.  p.  688 ;  C.  B.  T.  .War- 
>haU,Ibis,  1884,  p.  424;  ZAiciwm,  «.  F.  x,  p.413;  Oatat,  J.  A  i 


p.  38U;  SI.  John,   Ibia.  1889,  p.  ITS  ;  OafM  in  Hume'*  N.li  £. 
-•nd  ed.  iii,  p.  340;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xiir,  p.  671. 
ChinjaroU  (Cliamba),  Sim  Kiiha  (KumauD),  SimtiUir,  TutUar,  H. 

Coloration.  Upper  plumage  a  mixture  of  brownish  grey  with 
imperfect  bars  of  rufous  and  black  blotches ;  forehead  and  sinciput 
;:reyiBh,  occiput  and  nnpe  black  witb  narrow  cross-bands ;  dark 
loml  and  cheek  bands ;  rest  of  sides  of  liead  and  of  neck  buff,  with 
black  ispots ;  some  large  black  blotches  on  the  scapulars ;  on  tlie 
vSng-coverts  and  tertinries  the  njlour  passf s  iuto  diirk  broun  with 
rufous  cross-bands  ;  the  priniarT-covvrts,  primaries,  and  eecondariea 
are  blackish  brown,  indented  with  rufous  on  both  edges-;  rump 
and  upper  tail-coverts  barred  rufous  and  black ;  tail-feathers 
black,  with  their  tips  dark  grt'y  above,  siltery  white  below,  and 
wilh  rufous  spots  on  their  tdges ;  lower  parts  broHniab  white, 
with  dark-brotvn  cross-bars,  whit-h  become  bliick  and  coalesce  to 
home  extent  on  the  throat;   chiii  Mhiiisli  or  whiti.'. 

Bill  dusky  brown,  livid  at  ba»e  of  lower  maudible;  iris  blackish 
lirown ;  feet  greyish,  plumbeous,  or  drab. 

I..eugth  14 ;  tail  Z-2b ;  wing  7-75  ;  tarsus  1-5  ;  bill  from  gape  3. 
There  is  no  constant  difference  in  size  between  the  sexes.  lodiaa 
bii'<Is  are  smaller  than  thiwe  of  Western  Europe. 

!)iHrihuliott.  Throughout  Europe  and  Asia,  breeding  in  the 
Xorth.and  wintering  in  the  South.  The  Woodcock  breeds  through- 
out the  Himalayas  aboie  10,000  feet,  and  in  winter  migrates  lo 
ihc  tower  valleys,  and  also  to  the  hills  of  Southern  India  and 
Jiurma,  being  occasionnlly  met  with  on  migration  throughout  the 
Empire,  thus  at  intervals  of  years  specimens  are  brought  to  the 
(.'ak'utta  ba7.Bar.  Woodcocks  are  of  rare  occurreni*  in  Cevlon. 
On  the  Nilgiris  Woodcock  shooting  is  one  of  the  principal  sports. 

Habile,  ^r.  The  Woodi-otk,  un  its  name  implies,  is  usually  found 
in  cover,  often  in  forest,  and  as  a  rule  in  the  l-Iimaluyas  near 
running  water;  it  is  a  wlitary  bird,  resting  iu  the  day  and  feeding 
chiefly  at  night,  on  worms,  grubs,  and  insects.  The  presence  of 
the  bird  may  often  be  inferred  from  ihe  holes  made  by  its  bill  in 
M)l't  ground  when  it  is  searching  for  worins.  It  breeds  in  the 
liimalayas  almut  June,  and  lays  four  eggs  in  a  hollow  in  moss  or 
de«d  leavcis.  The  eggs  vnrj-  from  pale  bufl:'  lo  reddish  drab,  speckled 
and  i-polled  wilh  rufous  brown  aud  purplish  grey,  and  meaiiure 
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«bout  1*65  by  1'4.  Woodcocks  sometimed  carry  their  young 
between  their  feet;  Mr.  Littledale  recently  saw  this  done  in 
Chamba,  and  Mr.  Davidson  in  Kashmir. 

A  Genus  aALUNAGK),  Leach,  1816. 

The  Snipes  are  distinguished  from  the  Woodcocks  by  a  different 
kind  of  plumage,  and  especially  by  having  longitudinal  pale  bauds 
on  the  head  and  scapulars,  instead  of  the  transverse  head-markings 
and  blotched  scapulars  of  Scolopa.r.  The  lower  part  of  the  tibia 
is  bare;  but  in  this  respect  there  is  a  gradual  passage  into  the 
feathered  tibia  of  the  Woodcock.  The  number  of  tail-feathers 
varies  from  12  to  28. 

The  Jack-Sriipe,  O.  gallinula^  with  only  12  tail-feathers  and 
4  emarginations  instead  of  2  in  the  sternum,  is  by  many  regarded 
as  forming  a  distinct  genus,  LimtiocrtfpieB, 

About  20  species  of  Snipes  are  known,  of  these  5  are  Indian. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a,  A  pale  median  band  on  crown ;  bill  exceeding 

2-5. 
a'.  Distance  between  tip  of  shorteRt  second- 
ary and  that  of  longest  primary  not  ex- 
ceeding 2  in. ;  abdomen  barred  throughout.     G.  nemoricola,  p.  285. 
b\  Tip  of  shortest  secondary  short  of  longest 
primary  by  more  than  2  in. :   abdomeU| 
with  rare  exceptions,  not  barred. 
a",  Winp  6  to  5-5 ;  borders  of  scapulars  buff. 
a^.  Tail-feathers  14-16;  broad  white  tips 

to  secondaries G.  ca'lestisy  p.  286. 

A'.  Tail-feRthers  about  26 ;  narrow  white 

tips  to  secondaries  or  none G.  stenuraj  p.  281). 

b".  Winfi^  625  to  6*75;  borders  of  scapulars 

white G.  solitaria,  p.  203. 

b.  No  pale  median  band  on  crown;   bill  about 

1-75 G.  gdlinvla,  p.  202. 

1483.  GkJlinago  nemoricola.    The  Wood-Snipe, 

Scolopax  gallinago,  Hodgs.  Gleanings  in  Science^  iii,  p.  240  (1831)  ; 
nee  Linn. 

Gallinajro  nemoricok,  Hodtjs.  P.  Z.  S.  18.36,  p.  8 ;  id.  J.  A.  S.  B.  vi, 
p.  490;  BIyth,  Cat.  p.  272 ;  Adams,  P.  Z.  S.  la^JS,  p.  506 ;  Irbu, 
Ibis,  1861,  p.  241;  Jerdm,  B,  I.  iii,  p.  672 :  Biytb,  Ibis,  18<i'7, 
p.  166 ;  Hume  ^'  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  459 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  SijS ; 
Scully,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  353 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  814 ;  Hume  ^' 
MarshaU,  Game  B.  iii,  p.  325,  pi. ;  Butler,  A".  F.  ix,  p.  428 ;  Beid, 
S.  F.  X,  p.  68  ;  Ditmas,  ibid.  p.  173  ;  Davisonyibid.i^.  413  ;  Oafes, 
B.  B,  ii,  p.  385 :  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  344  ;  C  It.  T.  Marshall^ 
Ibis,  1884,  p.  424;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  318;  Gates  in  Humes 
N.  Sr  F.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  350 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  657. 

Scolopax  nemoricola,  Jerdon,  III.  hid.  Dm.  pi.  ix  ;  SeoiU,  J.  A.  S.  B. 
Ceylon,  1867-70,  p.  138;  Setbohm,  Charadr.  p.  474. 

Coloration    generally   much   duller  than   thait   of    G.   coelestis. 
Upper  parts  black;  a  narrow  median  cororal  stripe  and  superciliarv 
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bands,  broad  edges  of  s(*apulars,  and  bars  and  spots  oa  wii^- 
coverts  dull  tawny  buff ;    a  dark  lond  band  to  the  eye  and  a « 
second  band  on  the  cheek  below  the  eye;  sides  of  head,  and  the' 
neck  all   round   dull  brownish  buff,  with  broad  blackish  ehttt~^ 
stripes  ;  primary-coverts,  primaries,  and  secondaries  dark  brow  a  ; 
lower  back  and  rump  irregularly  barred,  whitish  in  front,  then 
brownish  buff,  the  bars  becoming  rufous  on  the  upper  tail-coverts  ; 
tail  black,  with  a  broad  subterminal  rufous  bar  and  buff  tips  to  the 
broader  median  feathers  ;  outer  rectrices  brown  with  whitish  tips  ; 
breast  and  abdomen  white  with  dark  brown  cross-bars,  less  distinct 
in  the  middle ;   lower  wing-coverts  and  axiilaries  banded  dark 
brown  and  white,  the  dark  bars  on  the  axiilaries  oblique,  broader 
than  the  white. 

T/ength  12;  tail  2*2;  wing  5-5;   tarsus  1*4;  bill  from  gape  2'.5. 

Bill  reddish  brown,  paler  at  the  base  beneath ;  i rides  dusky 
brown  ;  legs  plumbeous  green  (Jerdon).  Tail-feathers  18  normally, 
4  on  each  side  very  narrow,  the  next  two  intermediate,  the  six  in 
the  middle  broad;  quills  broad  and  soft,  the  longest  primary 
exceeding  the  shortest  secondary  by  less  than  2  inches. 

Distribution.  In  the  Himalayas  as  far  as  Dalhousie  to  the  west- 
ward and  Sikhim  to  the  east,  probably  farther  in  the  latter 
direction ;  also  in  the  hills  south  of  Assam  and  in  Manipur, 
occfisionally  in  Burma,  even  as  far  south  as  Tenasserim,  and,  as  a 
winter  visitor  only,  in  the  hills  of  Southern  India — Coorg,  Wynaad, 
Nilgiris,  Anaimalais,  Shevroys,  and  probably  others.  In  one  case 
this  species  is  said  to  have  been  recognia^  in  Ceylon.  A  very 
few  specimens  have  been  obtained  whilst  migrating,  one  at  Calcutta 
by  Blyth,  two  at  Bussellkonda  by  McMaster,  one  in  Sirguja  by 
Ball,  and  probable  occurrences  have  been  recorded  at  Nfiaik  and 
Dbarwar. 

Habits,  Sfc,  In  the  Himalayas  the  Wood-Snipe  is  found  through- 
out the  year,  breeding  at  7000  to  12,000  feet,  and  descendins;  to 
the  lower  hills  and  the  Tarai  in  winter.  It  is  a  shy,  solitary  bird, 
seldom  seen,  lying  very  close,  usually  in  small  isolated  swampy 
spots  on  the  outskirts  of  forests,  and  flying  slowly  and  heavily, 
like  a  woodcock,  when  flushed.  Grubs  and  insects  have  been 
found  in  its  stomach.  The  epga  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Mandelli's 
men  in  Sikhim  at  about  11,000  feet :  they  resemble  those  of 
other  Snipes  in  colour,  and  measure  about  1*7  by  1*25. 

1484.  GallinagO  CCBlestiB.     The  Common  Snipe,  Fall  or 

Fantail  Snipe, 

Scolopax  ^nllina^o,  Linn.  St/^,  Nat,  i,  p.  244  (1760);  AndermM, 
Yunnan  Eap^d.,  AveB^  p.  081 :  iiWbohm^  Charadr.  p.  484. 

?  ScoU.pax  jrallinaria,  O.  K  Miiller,  XooL  Dan,  Pntdr,  p.  ^3  (1776), 

HcolopHX  ccelestis,  Frenzei,  lieschr.  Vog.  ti.  Eier  Oeg,  JFitienb,  p.  68 
(1801). 

Gallinago  media,  Leavh,  Sv»t,  Cat.  Mam.  8fc,  B.  M.  p.  30  (1816). 

Oalliiia^o  Hcolopaciniis,  fionup.  Cotnp.  Liti  B.  Eur.  ^  A'  Amer, 
p.  52  (1^38) ;  B/ifth,  Cat.  p.  l72  ;  Mfj,  Ibis,  1861,  p.  241 ;  Jerdam, 
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B.  L  iii,  p.  674 :  McMasUr,  J,  A,  S,  B.  xl,  pt.  2,  p.  215;  Blanf. 
ibid.  p.  276;  Stoliczka^  J,  A,  S,  B,  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  70;  xli, 
pt.  2,  p.  252 ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  58fi ;  id.  8.  F.  i,  p.  235 ;  Adaniy 
ibid.  p.  395;  Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  295;  Butler,  8.  -F.  iv,  p.  15; 
V,  pp.  214,  232 ;  Hume  <J-  Dav.  8,  F.  vi,  p.  459;  BnU,  8.  F.  vii, 
p.  228;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  pp.  821,  1218;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881, 


p.  95 ;  8cuil^,  ibid.  p.  588 ;  Sharpen  Yark.  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  144. 


p.  345. 

Qallinago  ccelestis,  Dresser^  B.  Eur.  vii,  p.  641 ;  Hume  8f  Marsh. 
Game  B.  iii,  pp.  350,  437,  pi.  (also  pi.  opp.  p.  438) ;  Butler,  8.  F.  ix, 
p.  428 ;  Davidson,  8.  F.  x,  p.  320 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  413 :  Taylor, 
tbid.  p.  405 ;  Oafes,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  381 ;  Hume,  8.  F.  xi,  p.  321. 

Gallinago  gallinago,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  633. 

Chdfta  (N.W.P.  &c.),  Bharak,  (Nepal)  H.;  Chegga,  Khada-Kuchi, 
Ben^. ;  Chergga,  Aasam ;  Chf'k  lonbi,  Uanipur :  Myag^iooot,  Burm. ; 
Chdha-charai, Uriya ;  Tibiul,  Pan-ldwa,  Mahr. ;  Mor-ulan,  Tarn.;  Muku- 
puredi,  Tel. ;  Kteswatuwa,  Cingalese. 

Coloration,  Crown  black,  with  a  broad  median  buff  or  whitish 
longitudinal  band,  aad  a  whitish  superciliary  stripe  on  each  side ; 
a  dark  brown  band  on  lores  from  bill  to  eye  ;  sides  of  head  whitish, 
streaked  with  brown  ;  chin  white ;  neck  all  round  and  upper  breast 
buff  with  dark  brown  streaks,  broadest  above;  upper  back  and 
scapulars  velvety  black,  tlie  broad  rufous-buff  edges  of  the  scapulars 
forming  two  longitudinal  bands  on  each  side ;  tertiaries  irregularly 
barred  black  and  rufous  buff;  secondary-coverts  dark  brown  with 
whitish  spots ;  all  primary-coverts,  most  of  the  larger  secondary- 
coverts,  primaries,  and  secondaries  blackish  brown ;  all,  except  the 
outer  primaries,  white-tipped  ;  secondaries  mottled  with  white  on 
inner  webs  ;  lower  liack  black,  with  white  fringes  and  bars  to  the 
feathers ;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  rufous  buff,  broken  up  by 
black  bars  and  shaft-lines ;  tail-feathers  black,  with  near  the  ends 
rufous  cross-bands  more  or  less  mottled  with  black,  tips  buff; 
lower  breast  and  abdomen  white,  barred  with  brown  on  the  flanks  ; 
lower  tail-coverts  banded  buff  and  blackish ;  under  wing-coverts 
and  axillaries  white,  more  or  less  barred  with  brown,  but  never 
evenly.  The  median  secondaiy  lower  coverts  are  never  barred,  and 
the  white  on  the  axillaries  in  Indian  birds  always  exceeds  the 
brown  in  amount.  It  is  probable,  as  Sharpe  suggests,  that  the 
amount  of  white  on  the  axillnries  increases  with  the  age  of  the 
bird,  but  certainly  the  dark  bars  are  broader  and  more  prevalent 
in  European  than  in  Indian  skins. 

Bill  rufous  brown,  paler  at  the  base ;  irides  deep  brown ;  legs 
olive-green.     Tail-feathers  14  or  16  in  number. 

Length  10-5;  tail  2*25;  wing  5;  tarsus  1*25;  bill  from  gape 
2*6.  Females  average  a  little  larger  than  males  and  have  longer 
bills  (2*4  to  2*7  in  males,  2o  to  2-9  in  females;.  Average  weight 
of  males  4*  15  oz.,  of  females  4*27. 

Distribution.  The  Common  Snipe  breeds  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  Europe,  Central  and  Northern  Asia,  but  chiefly  between 
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latitudes  50°  and  70°  N.,  and  passes  the  winter  in  Southern  Eujrqpe«  J 
N.  Africa,  and  Southern  Asia.  Though  found  in  winter  in ^^idl' J 
parts  of  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  at  times  it  is  by  no  means  o^[wfa 
distributed.  It  is  the  Snipe  of  the  Upper  Indo-Ghingetic  Fttio,  \ 
of  Sind,  the  Punjab,  Eajputnna,  Guzerat,  the  N.W.  Provinoosi^j 
Oudh,  and  Northern  Bengal,  and  it  predominates  in  the  Peninsulft 
north  of  the  Godtirari,  and  in  some  places  farther  south,  at;  al^  ^ 
events  from  October  till  February,  but  it  is  rare  in  Southerfiit4 
India  and  Ceylon,  and  to  the  eastward  in  Assam,  Burma,  &c. 

Habits,  ^c.  The  Common  Snipe  arrives  in  Northern  India-  as  a 
rule  in  September  or  the  beginning  of  October,  and  leaves  in 
March.  A  few  stragglers  may  be  met  with  before  the  end  of 
August  and  after  the  1st  of  April,  and  in  certain  favourite  localities 
some  birds  roay  remain  till  Mav.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
few  Snipe  breed  in  Kashmir  and  perhaps  in  other  parts  of  the 
Himalayas,  though  it  is  extraordinary  that  no  instances  appear 
to  have  been  recorded,  for  it  is  asserted  on  apparently  good 
authority  that  birds  of  this  species  do  occasionallv  breed  in  the 
plains  of  India.  In  the  'Asian  '  for  1891  (Nov.  "l3th  and  27th, 
and  Dec.  ISth)  Lieut.  G.  de  H.  Smith  states  that  he  found  a  nest 
with  three  young  in  Gwalior  territory  on  Oct.  Slst,  whilst 
Mr.  E.  C.  Stuart  Baker  records  the  breeding  ot  Snipe  near  Dumka, 
Sonthal  Pergunhahs,  in  July  and  August,  and  both  Mr.  Baker  and 
Mr.  Hole  state  that  Snipe  (whether  G,  ccelesiis  or  0.  stenura  is  not 
mentioned)  breed  regularly  in  Cachar. 

Snipe  keep  to  marshy  ground,  and  feed  chiefly  on  worms,  which 
they  obtain  by  thrusting  their  bills  into  soft  mud  and  feeling  for 
their  food  with  the  sensitive  dilated  tip.  They  also  eat  larvse  of 
aquatic  insects,  small  cnistacea,  and  mollusca.  They  move  about  a 
good  deal  in  the  early  morning  and  late  evening,  and  are  to  some 
extent  nocturnal  feeders,  and  they  rest  during  the  day  amongst 
grass  and  reeds,  or  sometimes  amongst  weeds,  where  these  form  a 
thick  floating  mass,  even  on  comparatively  deep  water,  but  Snipe 
never  actually  sit  in  water ;  as  Reid  points  out,  they  are  careful  to 
Keep  their  breasts  dry.  When  flushed  they  generally  rise  with 
a  peculiar  sibilant  cry,  not  badly  represented  by  *  psip.'  They 
are  gregarious,  but,  except  when  migrating,  seldom  fly  in  flocks. 
Their  flight  is  swift  from  the  beginning,  and  very  often  eccentric  at 
nrst,  though  far  less  so  in  calm  air  under  a  hot  sun  than  on  a  cold 
day  when  a  stiff  breeze  is  blowing.  As  Snipe  afford  by  far  the 
best  bird-shooting  to  be  had  in  India,  much  has  been  written  on 
their  habits,  and  an  excellent  account  is  given  by  Hume  in  the 
'  Game  Birds.' 

In  its  breeding  haunts,  the  Snipe  makes  whilst  flying  a  peculiar 
drumming  or  bleating  sound,  the  cause  of  which  is  still  somewhat 
obscure,  although  Legge's  explanation  that  it  is  due  to  the  puffs  of 
airr  from  the  rapidly  vibrating  wing  on  the  expanded  tail-feathers 
(Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1218)  seems  most  probable.  The  sound  is  only  pro- 
duced whilst  the  bird  is  descending  obliquely  in  the  air.  The  nest  is 
a  cup-shaped  hollow  in  moss,  turf,  or  rushes,  sparingly  lined  with 
grass ;  in  this  four  eggs  are  deposited,  round  at  one  end,  conoidal 
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he  other,  dull  graen  to  olive  in  colour,  and  double-spotted  as 
il.  The  ea;g9  are  verj  large  for  the  size  o£  the  bird,  measuring 
itl-6byll. 

1485.  Oalliugo  steniira.    TJu  Pintail  Snipe. 

Scolopax  stenura,  Kuhly  Bonap.    Arm.   Stor.    Nat,    Bologna,    iv, 
p.  335  (1830) ;  Seebohtn,  Charadr.  p.  477. 

Scolopax  horsfieldii,  J,  E,  Gray  in  Hardw.  III.  Ind,  Zool.  ii,  pi.  54 
(1833-34). 

trallina^o  horsfieldii,  G.  R,  Gray,  List  Sp.  B.  Brit.  Mm.  pt.  iii, 
p.  110  (1844) ;  Hume  8r  Gates,  8.  F.  iii,  p.  182. 

GAllinago  stenura*,  Grai/,  Gen.  B.  iii,  p.  683;  Blytk,  Cat.  p.  272; 
Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  674;  Beavan,  Ibis,  1868,  p.  392;  Blanford, 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxviii,  pt.  2, p.  191 ;  Godw.-Aitsten,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix, 
pt  2,  p.  273;  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  84 ;  Walden,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  318; 
G.  K  L.  Marshall,  S.  t.'i,  p.  423 :  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  496;  Hume, 
S.  F.  ii,  p.  294;  Parker,  ibid.  p.  335;  Le  Messurier,  S.  F.  iii, 
p.  380;  Blyih  <J-  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  156 ;  Armstrong,  S.  F.  iv, 
p.  340;  Butler,  S.  F.  v,  pp.  212,  232 ;  Hume.  ibid.  pp.  214,  329; 
Hume  4-  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p,  459 ;  Hume  f  Bourd.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  39  ; 
Davids,  ^  Wenden,  ibid.  p.  88 ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  2i*8 ;  Cripps,  ibid. 
p.  301 :  Hume,  ibid.  p.  483  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  870 ;  Bingham,  S.  F.  viil, 
p.  196 ;  Scully,  ibid.  p.  354 ;  Buller,  ibid.  p.  501 ;  Letfge,  Bi^ds 
Ceylon,  p.  816 ;  Hume  4  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  339,  pi. ;  Vidnl, 
S.  F.  ix,  p.  83 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  428 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  68 ; 
Baymeni,  ibid.  p.  172;  Daoidsim,  ibid.  p.  320;  Davison,  ibid. 
p.  413;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii.  p.  383;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  344; 
Hume  ^  Cripps,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  319;  Sharpe,  Yark.  Miss.,  Aves, 
p.  144;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  619. 

This  species  is  distinguished  from  the  preceding  (1)  by  having 
normally  26  tail-feathers  (10  soft  broad  feathers  in  the  middle,  and  8 
narrow  stiff  feathers,  shorter  than  the  others,  on  each  side)  instead  of 
the  14  in  G.  coelestis.  (Occasionally  there  are,  in  G.  stenura,  according 
to  Hume  and  other  good  authorities,  as  many  as  9  lateral  feathers 
on  one  side  or  on  both,  and  on  the  other  hand  some  of  the  feathers 
are  often  wanting.  These  feathers  as  a  rule  can  only  be  seen  by 
turning  bnck  the  tail-coverts.)  (2)  By  the  wing-lining  and  axillaries 
in  G.  stenura  being  regularly  and  evenly  barred  throughout  with 
blackish-brown  and  white,  the  bars  of  the  two  colours  about  equally 
broad :  (3)  by  the  bill  in  G.  stenura  being  scarcely  broader  towards 
the  point  and  furnished  with  few  pores  ;  that  of  G.  ccelesiis  being 
considerably  dilated  and  broader  for  the  terminal  inch  and  pitted 
with  numerous  pores,  which  are  best  seen  in  the  dried  skin :  (4) 
by  the  outer  web  of  the  1st  primary  being  brown  in  G.  stenura, 
white  or  whitish  in  G.  ccdestis :  (5)  by  G.  coelestis  having  broad 
white  tips  to  the  secondaries,  whilst  G.  stenura  has  narrow  white 
edges  or  none. 

*  Often  printed  sthennra,  which  however  is  incorrect  As  Oates  has 
■hown,  the  name  was  originally  printed  stenura  by  Bona))arte.  Hume,  it  i.s 
true,  in  '  Game  Birds/  p.  33«)  note,  writes  under  the  belief  that  sthenura  was 
the  original  spelling,  but  he  is  mistaken.  The  cupelling  sl/ienura  appears  to  haTe 
ongi&ated  in  a  misprint  or  mistake  (Boie^  laia,  1833,  p.  1077). 

TOL.  IT.  U 
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As  a  rule  the  colour  of  O,  atenura  is  slightly  duller  than  that  of 
O.  coeUatis  throughout  the  upper  parts,  aud  the  two  may  often  be 
distinguished  by  this  alone.  •.< 

Length  10*5;  tail  1*8;  wing  2'2o'^  tarsus  T'3;  bill  from  gipe  ' 

2-4   (males   2-12   to  2-5;    females   2-38   to  2-62).     The   weight 
according  to  Hume,  from  whom  most  of  these  details  are  taken,  \ 

averages  3"91  oz.  in  males,  4*2  in  females. 

Distribution.  The  Pintail  Snipe  breeds,  so  far  as  is  known,  in 
Eastern  Siberia  as  far  west  as  the  Yenesei  Valley,  and  migrates 
in  summer  to  South-eastern  Asia  and  the  Malay  Archipelago.  It  is 
very  rare  in  the  Punjab,  Siud,  and  N.W.  Provinces,  Rajputana,  and 
Guzerat ;  but  increases  in  number  to  the  southward  and  eastward, 
and  is  found  throughout  the  Peninsula  in  winter,  predominating 
in  Mysore  and  Southern  India,  whilst  on  the  highlands  of  the 
Deccan,  in  Bombay,  and  the  Central  Provinces,  and  even  somewhat 
farther  south,  the  Common  Snipe  is  more  abundant.  In  Ceylon 
the  Pintail  is  very  common,  and  whilst  in  Orissa  and  Bengal  the 
two  species  are  on  the  whole  equally  distributed,  everywhere 
farther  cast,  in  Assam,  Sylhet,  Cachar,  and  throughout  Burma, 
G,  stenura  is  the  Snipe  of  the  country,  and  only  stragglers  of 
G,  calestis  are  found.  As  the  Pintail  arrives  earlier  in  the  year  and 
leaves  later  than  the  Fantail,  it  is  the  more  common  species  before 
the  middle  of  October  and  after  the  end  of  Fiebruary  in  some 
places,  for  instance  the  neighbourhood  of  Calcutta,  where  the  two 
species  are  on  the  whole  equally  abundant. 

Habits,  ^c.  The  habits  of  the  Pintail  Snipe  are  so  similar  to  those 
of  the  Fantail,  that  only  a  few  differences  need  be  noted.  The 
present  species  arrives  in  India  fully  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
earlier  and  leaves  later,  but  up  to  the  present  time  no  information 
has  been  obtained  of  its  breeding  within  our  limits.  Both  species 
are  usually  found  in  similar  localities,  but  the  Pintail  feeds  to  a 
much  greater  extent  on  grubs,  caterpillars,  insects,  Crustacea,  and 
mollusca,  and  much  less  on  worms,  its  bill  being  far  less  sensitive 
and  consequently  not  so  well  adapted  for  searching  for  food  in 
nuid.  Doubtless  because  of  the  difference  in  foods,  the  present 
species  is  much  more  frequently  fouud  in  dry  grass  or  stubble,  or 
low  jungle,  than  its  ally  is.  The  cry  is  slightly  different,  but  I  have 
never  been  able  to  clearly  recognize  the  distinction ;  Hume  says 
the  note  of  the  Pintail  is  sharper  and  more  screechy ;  Legge  that 
it  is  less  harsh.  The  flight  of  this  Snipe  is  certainly  heavier  and 
less  swift. 

l-i86.  GallinagO  SOlitaria.     Tlie  IHmalaijan  Solitary  Snipe. 

Galliuapo  solitaria,  llodgs.  GUaninffs  in  Scicncey  iii,  p.  238  (18.31)  ; 
lihjt/t,  Cat.  p.  1^72;  Adams,  I\  Z.'S,  1851),  p.  18U  j  Jerdon,  B,  I. 
iii,  p.  07t3;  Stdiczkay  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  70;  BeavoHy 
Ibis,  1868,  p.  Ji92  ;  JInme  ^'  Benders,  Lah.  to  Yark,  p.  286 ; 
Hume,  Cat.  uo.  801);  Sculii/,  *S'.  F.  viii,  p.  353;  Hume  ^  Marsh, 
dame  B.  iii,  p.  333,  pi.;'  Hume,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  283;  Bidduiph, 
Ibis,  1881,  p.  05  ;  ScuUf/,  ibid.  p.  588;  Swinhoe,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  121 ; 
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MnrsJkall,  Ibis,  18S4,  p.  424 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  xi,  p.  319 ;  Sharpe,  York. 

Miss.f  Aves,  p.  144  ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxiv,  p.  054. 
'Scotopax  h  vernal  is,  Svfrsimmn,  Bull.  Soc,  Imp,  Nat.  Moscou,  1845, 

pt.  i,  p.  255,  pi.  vi. 
Scolopax  solit&riay  Seebohmy  Charadr.  p.  475. 

Coloration,  The  colours  of  the  upper  parts  much  broken  up  and 
mixed,  and  with  white  not  buff  streaks  ;  crown  bla<:k  spotted  with 
rufous,  median  band  narrow,  white ;  supercilia  and  sides  of  head 
white,  speckled  with  black  ;  loral  band  and  cheek-band  below  the 
eye  mixed  black  and  rufous  ;  back  and  scapulars  black,  spotted  with 
rufous,  scapulars  with  white  or  whitish  borders ;  wing-coverts 
much  barred  with  rufous  and  tipped  white ;  primary-coverts, 
larger  secondary-coverts,  primaries  and  secondaries  dark  brown, 
with  narrow  white  tips ;  lower  back  with  white  bars,  becomiug 
buff  spots  on  the  rump;  upper  tail-coverts  nearly  uniform  olive- 
brown  with  white  tips ;  median  tail-feathers  black,  with  a  broad 
rufous  subterminal  band,  then  a  black  bar  and  whitish  tip  ;  outer 
tail-feathers  black  at  the  base,  white  towurds  the  end,  wnth 
irregukr  dark  cross-bars ;  chin  and  throat  white.,  often  speckled 
dusky ;  breast  brown,  more  or  less  speckled  and  spotted  with 
white  ;  abdomen  generally  white  in  the  middle,  barred  dark  brown 
on  the  flanks,  sometimes  barred  throughout ;  under  wing-coverts 
and  axillaries  banded  dark  brown  and  white,  the  white  bands 
slightly  the  broader. 

Bill  plumbeous,  black  at  tip,  base  of  lower  mandible  yellowish 
brown  ;  irides  dark  brown ;  feet  dull  olive  or  pale  yellowish  green, 
soles  yellowish  (Sculhf), 

The  tail-feathers  vary  in  number  from  16  to  24,  8  broader  in 
the  middle  and  normally  5  (but  the  number  varies  from  4  to  S) 
liarrower  lateral  rectrices  on  each  side. 

Length  12'25 ;  tail  2*75  ;  wing  6*5  ;  tarsus  1*3 ;  bill  from  gape 
2-75. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  Himalayas  from  Afghanistan  to 
Assam,  also  in  North-eastern  and  Eastern  Central  Asia  as  far  as 
Japan  and  Eastern  Siberia.  In  the  winter  individuals  have  been 
shot  at  Kelat  in  Baluchistan,  at  several  places  along  the  base  of 
the  Himalayas,  on  the  Garo  and  Khiibi  hills,  and  near  Dibrugarh 
in  Assam,  and  one  straggler  was  once  obtained  at  Benares,  but  this 
8nipe  has  not  been  seen  farther  south. 

HaJbitBy  4fc.  This  large  Solitary  Snipe  is  a  widely  different  bird, 
both  in  structure  and  habits,  from  G.  nemoricola ;  it  is  found  as 
often  in  marshes  in  open  country  as  near  forest.  It  is  even  met 
with  not  infrequently  in  the  treeless  Upper  Indus  valley  and  Tibet. 
It  feeds  chiefly  on  insects  and  grubs,  and  has  very  much  the  flight 
and  habits  of  C^.  stenura.  It  is  undoubtedly  found  in  the  Ilinia- 
laras  at  from  9000  to  15,000  feet  or  higher  in  the  breeding  season, 
but  the  nest  and  eggs  have  not  been  described. 
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1 487.  Gallinago  gaUinnla.     The  Jnfh  Smpe. 

Scolopftx  (tnlUnula,  Unit.  Si,$t.  Nat.  I,  p.  :iW   HTlXij;    Sfef.tJm, 

Ckaradr.  p,  480. 
Gallinag^o  jtalliDiiU,  Bl$th,  Cat.  p.  372 :  Jrrdon.  B.   1.  iti,  n.  070 ; 

Godie.-AtiH.  J.  A.  8.  li.  xxxix.  pt.  2.  n,  373 ;    //umc,  S.  F.  i. 

p.  2.15 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  396 ;  JMki;  S.  F.  i  v,  p.  15 :  tairhnnk.  ibid. 

p.  263 :  T,  p.  410;  Jlnmr  *  Dae.  S.  F.  <ii,  p.  4W ;  i>apW».  *  Vend. 

8.  F.  Tii.  p.  8M  {  An'/,  i:»(i;.  p.  228 ;   {,'nt)M<,  lAiV.  p.  S0:2 ;  i/oine, 

«.rf,  p.  4S*  i   id.  Cat.  ni>.  872  ;   Scully.  S  F.  viii,  p.  35« ;    i^aw*. 

Jlirds  Cei/l.  p.  SS8:    /finiw  H  Mariih.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  S7.1.   pi.  ; 

yUai,  S.  F.  ix.  p.  84  :  JiuUcr,  ibid.  p.  428;  IMd,  S.  F.  x.  p.  )»i 

fUm,  ibid.  p.  lUfi  1  Daeidaon.  ihid.  p.  .'}i?0:  Aimrm,  t'Aul.  p.  414  ; 

Tiiylar,  ihid.  p.  465 1   OufM,  £   Zl,  ii,  p.  :iH4  ;  Baritn,  Uirdt  Horn. 

p.S4(lT  //uwi'.S./'.xi,  0.321. 
LimnoiTvptcs    (Tullinulii.    Kiu,t,    Xalurl.    Synl.   p.    118;   St.  Jalat, 

Ibif,  ]»81l.  p.  irO;  .VAa^-r,  Cof.  B.  .V.  xiiv,  p.  tHVi. 


Fig,  60.— Itokd  of  G.  galhiiula.     f. 

Cfiloration.  Crowii  ami  nape  blvk,  with  rufou"  speck*.  i 
narrow  on  forehead  betweeti  Urn  broad  buff  supercilisrT  atripes 
which  nm  froii)  the  bill  lo  the  nape;  no  median  pale  band  on  crown  ; 
bides  of  head  whitish  ^peclded  ;  a  broad  darh  loitil  band  from  the  bill 
totheeje.and  a  dislinctdarkcbeek-sliipe  from  just  tx^hind  thKi^po 
to  beneath  ihecyf  and  eftr-coverts;  hind  neck  ifod  sides  of  neck 
fulvous- brown,  with  fine  black  liars  and  traces  of  while  fring«  t 
back  and  scapulara  black,  (jlosspd  with  metallic  ^reen  and  purple, 
spotted  with  rufous;  outtT  webs  of  scapulars  chietty  rifji  biiH, 
formini;  a  brood  bund  donn  each  side  of  the  back ;  outer  webs  of 
t?rtiaHcs  rufous  and  black,  with  biiS  outer  edges;  le^iiM-  anil 
median  wing-coverlf  bbick  with  biiS  edges;  larger  Sfcondar;- 
coverts  and  prliaar.T-coverta,  primarici  and  secondaries  brDWnisli 
black,  tips  of  the  coverts  and  secondaries  while;  rump  blauk,  ntth 
purpk-  !ind  i;rten  gloss;  upper  tail  coverts  and  tail-fenthera  dark 
brown  with  buIT  borders;  chin  whitish;  fore  neck  and  upper 
breast  brown  niixod  with  white  and  with  dark  etreuks ;  loA~er 
breast  and  abdouieu  white ;  under  tail-coverts  white,  with  brownish 
shaft-stripes. 

Bill  blackish  brown  at  tip,  darkish  brown  on  nostrils  and  aloni; 
comraissuri'.  the  rent  paler  ;  iridcs  deep  brown  ;  legs  pate  greeuish 
(Numt).     Tail  of  12  soft,  pointed  fi-atbers. 

Length  8-5;  tail  2;  wing  4-2o ;    larsua  -0.5;    bill    from  gapit 

ind  Asia, 
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chiefly  north  of  the  Arctic  circle,  aod  passes  the  winter  in  the 
southern  countries  of  Europe  and  Asia  and  in  N.  Africa.      It 
occurs  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  at  that  season,  but  is 
rai'e  in  the  two  latter,  and  most  common  in  ISorthern  India. 
^  Habits^  4'c,  The  Jack  Snipe  generally  arrives  in  India  in  Sep- 

tember and  leaves  in  April.  It  is  found  in  similar  haunts  to  those 
of  other  Snipes,  but  generally  in  thicker  cover,  amongst  thick 
grass  or  weeds  or  rushes,  in  damp  rather  than  wet  places  ;  it  lies 
very  close  and  rises  silently  with  a  peculiar  fluttering  flight,  and  it 
never  flies  far.  As  a  rule  it  is  a  solitary  bird  and  has  an  especial 
predilection  for  particular  spots.  Its  food  resembles  that  of  other 
f]  Snipes,  and  it  is,  according  to  many  good  authorities,  the  most 

delicately  flavoured  in  a  particularly  delicious  genus.  Of  course  it 
never  breeds  in  India :  its  eggs  are  remarkable  for  their  lai^  size  ; 
the  four  eggs  that  it  usually  lays  are  said  to  weigh  more  than  an 
ounce  and  a  half,  whilst  the  bird  itself  weigbu  but  two. 

Genus  ROSTRATTJLA,  Vieill.,  1816. 

Bill  slender  and  long,  but  shorter  than  in  Gallinago  generally ; 
the  tip  slightly  swollen  and  bent  downward,  not  pitted;  both 
mandibles  grooved  at  the  side  ;  nostrils  basal.  Legs  of  moderate 
length ;  toes  long,  tibia  naked  for  a  considerable  distance.  Wings 
ample,  rather  sbort  and  broad,  tirst  and  second  quills  subequal  and 
longest.     Tail  of  14  feathers.     Sexes  different  in  plumage. 

A  non-migratory  genus  of  weak  flight,  with  the  sexes  differing 
in  plumage  when  adult.  Three  species  are  known,  one  peculiar  to 
Australia,  a  second  found  in  South  America,  whilst  the  third 
inhabits  India  and  Africa. 

1488.  Rostratola  capensis.    The  Painied  Snipe. 

Scolopax  capensis,  Linn.  Syst  Kat  i,  p.  246  (1760). 

Kallud  beoghalensis,  Linn,  t.  t\  p.  263  (1766). 

Kostratula  capensis,  VieilL  Nottc.  Lict,  d^Hist,  Nat,  vii,  p.  1  (1817) ; 
Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxiv,  p.  683. 

Khyncbaea  capensij*,  Ctiv,  khgne  An,  i.  p.  488  (1817) ;  Walden, 
Tr,  Z,  S.  ix,  p.  235  ;  Wood-Mason^  P,  Z,  S,  1878,  p.  745 ;  Wardl, 
Hams,  Ibis,  1880,  p.  71 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl,  p.  800;  Hume  ^ 
Marsh,  Game  B.  iii,  p.  381,  pi.,  also  pi.  ii,  tig.  (egg);  Butler, 
S.  F.  ix,  p.  428;  Beid,  S,  F.  x,  p.  69;  Hawkins,  ibid,  p.  172; 
Davidson,  ibid.  p.  320 ;  Oates,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  386 ;  Hume,  /S,  F,  xi, 
y.  322 ;  Seebohm,  Charadr.  p.  4o6 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N,  j-  E,  2nd  ed. 
iii«  p.  3oO. 

Bhyncbsea  bengalensis,  Huiton,  J,  A,  S,  B.  xvi,  p.  790 :  Blyth,  Cat, 
p.  273 ;  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  677 ;  Stoliczka,  J,  A,  JS,  B,  xxxvii, 
pt.  2,  p.  70 ;  King,  ibid,  p.  217 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  i,  p.  235 ;  Adam,  ibid. 
p.  396 ;  Oates,  6'.  F  iii,  p.  346 ;  Butter,  S,  F,  iv,  p.  15 ;  v,  p.  223  ; 
Hume  fy  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  459;  Godw.-Aust.  X  A,'S,  B,  xlvii, 
pt.  2,  p.  21  ;  Butler,  S,  F.  vii,  p.  187 ;  Ball  ^  Hume,  ibid,  p.  228 ; 
Cripps,  ibid,  p .  302 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  484 ;  u^.  Of^.  no.  873 ;  Dou^,  S.  F. 
Tiii;  p.  371 ;  Vidal,  S,  F,  ix,  p.  84 ;  Bingham,  ibid,  p.  197 ;  David- 
son, tbid,  p.  236;  Davison,  S.  F  x   p.  414;  Barnes  Birds  Bom, 
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p.  547;  iV.  Jvur.  Bom.  K.  H.  8oe.  i,  p.  69:  vi,  p.  430,  fig.  873 

Ohari,  Nep«l. ;  Kane,  Konchatia,  Kol.  (Riajrhbhoom)  :  TP-ud,  Pan- 
lan-a,  Hnbr.  (Untugiri};  Mail  uian,  Tam. ;  Boggaiji,  Beog. ;  B^i'- 
ktrncatawa,  Ciuff. 


Fig.  ri7.-H™dof  ff.  cnpm«i),  9-     1. 

Cohrntlon.  Afalt.  Crown  blackish  olivaceous,  «illi  n  broad 
medinn  buff  'jond,  narrow  ring  round  ihe  eye  and  n  short  stripe 
running  back  from  it  also  buff  ;  lores  brown,  sides  of  head  white 
ivith  brown  Htreaks ;  hind  neck  ashy  brown,  more  or  less  tinged 
with  olive  and  indistinctty  barred  with  blackish;  mantle  similar 
but  more  olive,  with  rather  distant  narrow  n'hite  bars  and  broad 
patches  of  dark  green  fringing  tlieui ;  outer  borders  of  srapulara 
buff,  forming  a  band  down  each  side  of  the  bai-k  ;  on  the  tertiaries 
and  winp-coTpfts  broad  buff  black-edged  bands  come  in  and  pass 
externally  into  spots  ;  quills  bluish  grey,  with  fine  wavy  blnck  lines 
and  with  ovnl  buff  spots  on  the  outer  webs,  which  are  black 
towards  the  base;  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  tail- feat  hen 
bluish  grey  with  black  bars  ;  some  buff  spots  on  the  coverts  and 
tuil ;  chin  whitish;  sides  of  neck,  fore  neck  and  upper  breast 
brown,  streaked  with  white  on  the  neck,  and  ending  posteriorly  in 
a  blackish  gorget ;  lower  brcnst  and  abdomen,  flanks  and  lower 
taii-coverts  white,  a  white  band  passing  up  on  each  shoulder 
behind  the  gorget  to  join  the  buff  scapular  band ;  sides  of  breast 
behind  the  white  band  olive-brown  and  black. 

In  the  aiMt  frmale  the  lores  and  cheeks  are  rufous,  passing,  on 
the  throat,  into  dull  chestnut  that  extends  around  the  neck  and  is 
bounded  posteriorly  by  the  broad  blackish  iiecloral  gorget;  mantle 
grey  washed  with  olive,  with  narrow  blackish  bars,  but  without 
any  buff  or  while  bars  or  spot*  (huff  spots  on  the  quills,  as  in 
males);  a  tuft  of  pure  white  lanceolate  feathers  beneath  the 
scamilnrs:  otherwise  the  plumage  resembles  that  of  the  male. 

Young  of  both  sexes  resemble  adult  males.  It  is  supposed  by 
some  observtrH  that- (he  female  after  breeding  resumes  the  male 
plumage,  hut  this  has  never  been  clearly  ascertained. 

Bill  and  legs  olive-brown  ;  Jrides  olive-bniwn  {Oatet).  The 
trachea  is  convoluted  in  the  female  only  (see  Wood-Masun,  I.  c), 
but  much  less  so  than  in  the  Australian  species  It.  avttralit. 
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Length  of  males  10 ;  tail  1*6  ;  wing  5  ;  tarsus  1*75  ;  bill  at  front 
1*75.     Feu^les  are  larger  :  wing  about  5*4,  bill  nearly  2. 

Diitnbution.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  Africa,  Madagascar, 
and  Southern  Asia.  This  bird  is  common  in  the  Nile  valley  in 
IJgypt,  and  has  been  reported  from  Asia  Minor,  but  has  not  been 
observed  in  Arabia,  Persia,  or  Baluchistan.  It  is,  however,  said  by 
Hutton  to  occur  at  Kandahar,  and  it  was  obtained  by  Captain 
Cook  in  the  Kuram  valley,  and  by  Stoliczka  on  the  Wular  Lake, 
Kashmir.  As  a  rule  it  seldom  occurs  in  the  Himalavas,  but  is 
found  all  over  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  and,  though  it  is  rare  in 
Tenasserim  and  the  Malay  Peninsula,  it  ranges  east  to  Sumatra, 
Java,  Borneo  and  the  Philippines,  the  southern  and  eastern  parts 
of  China,  and  Southern  Japnn. 

Habit*,  ifc.  The  Painted  Snipe  is  resident,  though  it  moves 
about  the  country  as  its  haunts  dry  or  are  inundated,  and  in  some 
parts  of  India  it  is  only  found  in  the  monsoon.  It  keeps  to  moist, 
not  flooded,  ground  and  thick  rushes  or  grass,  often  mixed  with 
bushes.  It  has  much  the  skulking  running  habits  and  somewhat 
the  flight  of  Bails,  and  is  usually  difficult  to  flush.  It  swims  well. 
The  female  has  a  guttui*al  croaking  note,  that  of  the  male  is 
shriller,  the  difference  being  due  to  the  construction  of  the  trachea. 
Painted  Snipes  feed  mainly  on  insect  grubs  and  moUusca,  but  also 
eat  grain,  seeds  of  grass,  &c.  They  afford  no  sport  in  shooting 
and  are  very  inferior  eating,  coarse  and  muddy  in  taste.  They 
breed  probably  twice  in  the  year  or  even  of tener,  and  nests  have 
been  found  at  all  seasons.  The  nest  is  the  usual  hollow,  often 
with  a  pad  of  grass  or  rushes,  and  the  eggs  are  four  in  number, 
yellowish  stone-colour  as  a  rule,  with  very  large  irregular  blackish- 
brown  blotches,  and  measure  about  1*39  bv  1. 
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In  the  present  order  the  bill  is  generally  of  moderate  length,  the 
feet  webbed,  the  hind  toe  small  (occasionally  Manting),  raised  above 
the  plaue  of  the  anterior  toes  and  not  united  with  theoi  by  web. 
The  wings  are  long,  and  there  are  11  primaries,  but  the  terminal 
one  is  very  short  and  inconspicuous ;  fitrh  secondary  wanting. 
Tail-feathers  12.  Oil-gland  tuft«?d.  Spinal  feat  her- tract  well 
defined  on  the  neck  by  hiternl  bare  tracts,  and  forked  on  the  upper 
back  ;  tht;  dorsal  apterium  well  developed.    An  aftershaft  present. 

The  skull  is  schizognathous  and  schizorhinal ;  vomer  well 
developed ;  no  basiptervgoid  processes ;  nostrils  pervious.  Cervical 
vertebrae  15.  Yurcula  U-sh«ped.  Two  carotids;  caeca  present, 
but  small  and  functionless  in  Gulls.  The  ambiens  is  found 
in  all  except  Rht/nchops  ;  the  femoro- caudal,  semitendinosus,  and 
accessory  semitendinosus  are  always  present;  the  accessory 
femoro-caudal  is  present  in  Sterna  and  Mhynchops,  wanting  in 
Lams  and  Stercorarius, 

Eggs  double-spotted.  Kest  none  or  a  scanty  structure  of  grass. 
The  young  are  covered  with  down  when  hatched,  and  able  to  run, 
but  they  are  fed  by  the  parents  for  some  days. 

Scarcely  any  two  writers  agree  as  to  the  classification  of  the 
members  composing  the  present  order.  Apart  from  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  Auks  and  their  allies  {Alcidof)  should  be  placed 
here  or'  should  form  a  separate  group,  a  question  that  does  not 
affect  the  present  work,  for  no  species  of  the  Auk  family  is  Indian, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  Skimmers  {Rhjnchops)  and  the  Skuas 
{Starcorarius)  should  be  regarded  as  subfamilies  of  Litridce  or 
distinct  families,  and  the  separation  of  the  Terns  as  a  subfamily 
from  the  Gulls  has  more  weight  of  authority  than  evidence  of 
structural  distinction  in  its  favour*. 

The  two  families  of  Govub  are  thus  distinguished ; — 

Bill  without  a  cere ;   claws  moderately  curved,  not 

sharp ;  ca*ca  rudimentary laondm,  p.  297. 

Bill  with  a  cere ;    claws  strung,  much  curved  and  [p.  328. 

2^harp ;  caeca  long   Stercoranid», 


Family  LARID^E. 

No  cere  to  the  bill.     Cieca  small  and  functionless.     Sternum 
with  two  notches  on  each  side  of  the  posterior  margin. 


♦  In  adopting  the  arrangeroent  of  Mr.  Howard  Saunders,  whose  ya]uable 
work  of  many  years  on  this  order  has  recently  been  crowned  by  his  British 
Museum  CntAlogue,  I  accept  his  decision  without  feeling  quite  satisfied  that  a 
diflerent  classilication  may  not  ultimately  have  to  be  adopted,  as  mdeed  he 
himself  suggests.  There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  making  the  Skuas  a 
sublitmily  or  Larida,  uniting  Larina  and  SlernintB  as  a  single  subfamily,  and 
raising  the  Skiuimer s  to  the  rank  of  a  separate  family,  HAynchopida ;  or  else,  as 
recently  propcwed  by  Mr.  Beddard  (P.  Z.  S.  1896,  p.  303),  classing  all  four 
groups^  GuUb,  TemS)  Skimmers  and  Skuas,  as  subfamilies  of  Larida, 
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The  Laridce  may  be  divided  iuto  three  subfamilies,  thus  dis* 
tinguished : — 

a.  The  upper  mandible  longer  than  the 

lower LarintBy  p.  298. 

h.  The  mandibles  of  equal  length     SUminer^  p.  306. 

c.  Bill  excessively  compressed,  the  lower 

mandible    much     longer    than     the 

upper llhynchopifujp,  p.  327. 

Subfamily  LARINJE, 

Bill  6tout,  compressed,  of  moderate  length,  the  upper  mandible 
the  longer,  much  curved  at  the  end  and  usually  bent  down  over 
the  tip  of  the  lower,  angle  of  the  lower  mandible  prominent  and 
near  the  end  of  the  bill ;  nostrils  oblong,  some  distance  from  the 
base  of  the  mandible.  Tarsus  of  moderate  length,  scutulated  in 
front;  feet  large,  toes  fully  webbed,  hind  toe  small  and  in  one 
genus  (not  Indian)  wanting.     Wings  long,  exceeding  the  tail. 

The  Qulls  are  sea-birds  as  a  rule,  though  many  of  them  are 
found  about  rivers  and  marshes,  and  even  inland  hir  from  water. 
They  are  active  and  noisy,  of  powerful  flight,  and  many  of  them 
are  migratory,  only  two  of  the  species  that  visit  the  Indian  coasts 
having  been  found  breeding  there.  They  feed  but  little  on  living 
fish,  chiefly  on  dead  fish,  Crustacea,  and  garbage  of  all  kinds  floating 
or  on  the  shore ;  and  inland  they  eat  insects,  worms,  eggs,  weakly 
or  young  birds.  They  habitually  rest  on  the  water  of  sea,  lake,  or 
river,  though  they  may  often  be  seen  sitting  on  land,  and  they 
walk  and  swim  well. 

There  is  but  a  single  Indian  genus. 

Genus  LABTJS,  Linn.,  1766. 

Characters  of  the  subfamily.  Tail  of  moderate  length,  square 
at  the  end.     Wing  long,  1st  primary  longest. 

This  genus  is  cosmopolitan  or  nearly  so,  but  a  majority  of  the 
44  species  (several  of  which  are  geographical  races  or  subspecies) 
enumerated  in  Mr.  Howard  Saunders's  British  Museum  Catalogue 
inhabit  the  temperate  regions  of  the  Northern  or  Southern  Hemi- 
sphere.  Seven  species  have  been  recorded  on  Indian  coasts  and 
rivers,  but  whilst  all  of  these  occur  to  the  westward  in  Sind,  only  four 
have  been  observed  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  and  but  two  in  Cevlon. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  A  black  or  dark  brown  head  in  summer,  traces 
of  which  usually  remain  in  winter. 
a.  Mantle  pale  grey  in  adults. 

a"   Size  large ;  wing  19 , L,  ichthyaetm,  p.  290. 

h".  Size  moderate, 
a^.  Wing  1 1  '75 ;  first  quill  white  in  adults, 

with  black  edges  and  tip Z.  ridtbunduif  p.  900. 
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b\  Winff  13;  first  quill  in  adults  black,  [p.  301. 

with  a  white  subterminal  band  ....  X.  brumieicephalus, 

h\  Mantle  dark  brown  at  all  a^es L,  hemprichii,  p.  302. 

d.  No  black  or  brown  head ;  mantle  grey. 

c'\  Wing  12 ;  bill  and  legs  red ' Z.  ffelasteSf  p.  303. 

«/*.  Wing    18 ;  bill    yellow    in    adult8|    legs 
yellowish. 

c".  Mantle  dark  slaty  grey X.  affinia,  p.  304. 

d\  Mantle  light  bluish  grey    X.  cachinnanSf  p.  305. 

This  key  applies  to  adults,  youDg  birds  are  difficult  to  diagnose 
except  by  dimensions. 

1489.  LarnB  ichthyaStus.     The  Great  Black-headed  Gull, 

Lams  ichthvaetus,  Pall.  Bis.  Buss.  Beichs,  ii,  p.  713  (1773) ;  Blylh, 
Cat.  p.  ?d8 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  276 ;  Le  Messurier,  S.  F.  iii, 
p.  382 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  233 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  497 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  979 ; 
Leffge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1046  ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p^94;  Bntl^,  ihitl. 
p.  439 :  Biddulphy  Ibis,  1882,  p.  289 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  453 ;  Gates, 
B.  B.Uj  p.  414;  Bfimes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  424;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi, 
p.  S48 ;  ottunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  176. 

Kroikocephalus  ichthysetu?,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  8.31. 

Larus  innominatus,  Hume,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  394  (1879) ;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  416. 

Coloration,  In  summer  the  whole  head  and  upper  neck  are 
block  except  two  small  patches  of  white  feathers  on  the  eyelids, 
one  above,  one  below ;  neck  all  round,  lower  parts,  tail,  and  tail- 
coverts  white;  mantle  (back,  rump, scapulars,  tertiaries, and  wing- 
coverts)  pale  grey  with  a  slaty  tinge ;  first  five  primaries  and 
their  coverts  white;  outer  web  of  Ist  primary  except  near  the  end 
and  a  patch  of  varying  extent  on  the  inner  web  black,  and  a  broad 
black  subterminal  bar  of  varying  form  on  the  next  4  or  5  quills  ;  the 
remaining  primaries  grey  on  the  inner  web,  the  grey  extending  on 
the  secondaries  to  both  webs,  only  a  border  of  white  remaining. 

In  winter  the  head  is  white,  more  or  less  mixed  and  streaked 
with  brownish  black.     The  black  hood  is  assumed  about  February. 

Young  birds  are  brown  above,  the  feathers  with  pale  edges ; 
head  mostly  white ;  lower  parts  white,  spotted  and  mottled  with 
pale  brown  on  the  sides  of  the  neck  and  upper  breast;  quills 
dark  brown,  the  secondaries  edged  white;  upper  tail-coverts  and 
basal  two- thirds  of  tail  white,  terminal  third  of  tail  blackish  brown, 
tipped  white.  There  is  a  gradual  cliange  to  grey  in  the  mantle, 
aud  the  amount  of  black  on  the  earlier  primaries  decreases  with 
age. 

Bill  wax-yellow,  with  a  transverse  subterminal  black  band,  gape 
and  tip  dull  crimson;  bill  in  young  birds  dark  brown;  irides  deep 
brown ;  legs  and  feet  dull  Indian  yellow  (Anderson). 

Length  26;  tail  7*5;  wing  19;  tarsus  3;  bill  from  gape  3 
to  3-8. 

Distribution.  This  large  Gull  breeds  in  Central  Asia  from  the 
Caspian  Sea  to  Eastern  Turkestan,  and  migrates  in  winter  to 
Southern  Asia  and  North-eastern  Africa.     It  has  not  been  obtained 
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farther  east  than  Burma,  and  in  Tenasseriin  has  only  been  obserTed 
at  Amherst,  but  it  is  not  rare  in  Northern  India  and  in  Pegu  in 
well-watered  tracts,  and  it  is  occasionally  found,  though  it  is  by  no 
means  common,  throughout  the  Peninsula  and  in  CeyJon.  A 
remarkably  small  female  (wing  16*5)  from  Gopdlpur  near  Ganjam, 
with  much  black  on  the  primaries,  was  separated  by  Hume  as 
L,  innominatus^  but  is  not  regarded  as  distinct  by  Saunders,  nor 
does  the  difference  appear  to  me  to  be  of  specific  importance. 

Habits,  ^r.  The  Great  Black-headed  Gull  is  found  inland 
about  laro;e  rivers  and  large  pieces  of  water,  as  well  as  on  the 
coast.     It  is  a  bird  of  graceful  and  powerful  flight. 

1400.  Laras  ridibnndiu.    The  Law/hing  OulL 

Larufl  ridibundus,  Linn,  Si/nt.  Nat.  i,  p.  225(1700);  Bljfthf  Cat, 
p.  289;  My,  Ibis,  1801,*  p.  246;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  j.  278;  Adatn, 
tbid.  p.  408 ;  Godw.-Amt.  J.  A.  S.  li.x\\,  pt.  2,  p.  8«5 ;  Hume,  S,  I'\ 
iv, pp.  413, 418;  vii,  pp.  98, 497  ;  id.  Cat.no.dSl ;  J7rf«/,  5. /'.  ix, 
p.  94  ;  ButUr,  ibid.  p.  439 ;  Scuify,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  504;  Oates,  B.  li.  \ 

li,  p.  418;    Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  425  ;    Hume,  S.  K  xi,  p.  341> ;  I 

.SY.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  180;  Sharps,   Yark.  Miss.,  Aves,  p.  134  ;  * 

Saund4u's,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  207. 

Xeraa  ridibunda,  Jerdon,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  832 ;  Hume  Jjf  Henders,  Lah.  to 

iark.xi.  301. 

*  I 

Coloration.  In  summer  the  whole  head  and  upper  neck  are  deep 

brown,  varying  from  sepia  to  chocolate-brown ;  neck  all  round,  j 

lower  parts,  rump,  and  tail  white;    mantle  pearl-grey;  the  first 

five  primaries  and  their  coverts  white  except  that  the  tip,  greater 

jiart  of  outer  web  and  inner  border  of  the  Isfc  primary  are  black ; 

the  2nd  is  similar  except  that  there  is  less  black  on  tlie  outer 

border ;  the  3rd  has  the  tip,  broad  inner  border,  and  a  fringe 

running  some  distance  up  the  outer  border  black ;  the  black  at  the 

end  increases  on  the  4th  and  5th  quills,  but  grey  begins  to  replace 

the  white;   in  the  inner  primaries  the  black  disappears  ana  the 

feathers  become  grey  ;  the  secondaries  are  pale  grey  like  the  mantle. 

In  winter  the  head  is  white,  generally  slightly  mixed  with 
brown  on  the  nape,  and  with  brown  patches  in  front  of  each  eye 
and  behind  the  ear-coverts.  The  brown  hood  is  assumed  about 
February. 

Young  birds  are  at  first  brown  above,  but  soon  become  white  on 
the  head  and  grey  on  the  mantle,  some  of  the  wing-coverts  and 
the  tertiaries  remaining  brown  longest;  the  end  of  the  tail  is 
black,  the  black  bnr  diminishing  on  the  outer  rectrices  ;  the 
primaries  have  the  borders  and  the  ends  black  and  a  white  band 
running  down  the  middle. 

Bill  and  legs  deep  red,  irides  dark  brown  (Jerdon) ;  edge  of 
orbit  deep  carmine  (Dresser),  In  young  birds  the  bill  is  dull 
yellow,  legs  and  feet  dull  reddish  yellow. 

LtMigth  10;  tail  4*75;  wing  12;  tarsus  1*75;  bill  from 
gape  I'h. 

Distribution,  This  Gull  breeds  in  temperate  Europe  and  Asia 
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id  passes  the  winter  in  Africa  ftnd  Southern  Asia,  mnging  to  the 
Philippines.  It  is  common  at  that  season  in  Kashmir  and 
^N'orthern  India  and  is  found  on  the  west  coast  as  far  south  as 
l^mvancore,  hut  to  the  eastward  it  has  only  been  observed  about 
t:he  hmd  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal.  Godwin-Austen  obtained  it  in 
Assam,  and  Hume  in  Manipur,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
l)een  observed  in  Burma. 

Habits,  ifc.  The  Laughing  Qull  in  India  is  found  alike  on  the 
sea-coast  and  about  large  rivers,  marshes,  and  the  larger  tanks.  It 
bre^s  inland,  but  has  not  been  recorded  as  nesting  within  our 
area.  Dr.  Leith  Adams,  it  is  true  (P.  Z.  S.  1858,  p.  509),  states 
that  it  breeds  on  the  fresh  and  siilt-water  lakes  of  Laddk,  but  he 
omits  all  reference  to  the  species  in  his  subsequent  account 
(P.  Z.  S.  1859)  of  t:i«  birds  of  that  area. 

1491.  LaniB  bnmneicephalos.     The  Brown-headed  Gull. 

Lams  bmnnicephalus*,  Jerdony  Madr.  Jour,  X.  8,  xii,  p.  26  (1840); 
Blyth,  Cat  p.  289;  Layard,  A.  M.  N.  H.  (2)  xiv,  p.  270;  Leith 
Adams,  P.  Z.  S,  1858,  p.  509;  1859,  p.  190;  Stoliczka,  J,  A.  S.  B. 
xli,  pt.  2,  p.  256 ;  Hume,  S,  F,  i,  p.  278 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  402 ; 
Oates,  S.  F,  iii,  p.  347;  Armstrong,  S,  F.  iv,  p.  ii50;  Humc^ 
ibid.  pp.  418,  466,  459;  Butter,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  .31 ;  v.  p.  236;  Hume 
4r  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  491 ;  Hume,  8.  F  vii,  p.  98 ;  CVt>/w,  ibid.  p.  313 : 
Hume,  Cat.  no.  980;  Leyye,  Birds  CeyL  p.  1049;  Vidal,  S.  F,  ix, 
p.  94 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  439  ;  JReid,  S.  >'.  x,  p.  86 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  W, 
p.  417;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  426;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  349; 
Oates  in  Hume's  N,^  E.  2Dd.  ed.  iii,  p.  293;  SJiarpe,  Yark,  Miss., 
Aves,  p.  134;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  216. 

Xema  bruonicephala,  Jerdmi,  B.  1.  iii, p.  832;  Godw.-Attst.  J.A.S.  B. 
xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  276;  JJoyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  420;  Hume  ^'  Hetuiers. 
Lah,  to  Yark.  p.  300,  pi.  xxxii;  Wardl.  Ramsay,  Ibis,  1877, 
p.  472. 

Dhomra,  H.  {Reid),  probably  a  name  used  for  all  Gulls. 

Coloration.  Yerj  like  that  of  L,  rid^undus^  both  in  summer  and 
winter ;  but  the  present  species  is  larger,  the  brown  of  the  head  is 
paler  in  front  and  becomes  darker  where  it  meets  the  white  of  the 
neck,  and  the  first  five  primaries  are  different!}'  nsarked,  all  being 
uhite  at  the  base  with  long  black  ends  which  rapidly  diminish  in 
length  from  the  Ist ;  the  first  two  have  a  large  rounded  white  spot 
near  the  end,  and  occasionally  there  is  a  much  smaller  white  spot 
on  the  3rd. 

Young  birds  differ  from  young  L.  ridibunduu  in  having  the 
greater  part  of  the  primaries  uniform  brownish  black,  white 
commencing  to  appear  beyond  the  coverts  on  the  4th  and  increasing 
on  the  inner  primaries,  which  have  white  tips ;  there  is  also  a 
more  distinct  white  tip  beyond  the  black  band  on  the  tail. 

Bill,  inside  of  mouth,  edges  of  eyelids,  and  legs  deep  red ;  irides 

*  The  name  brunniceps,  proposed  by  CabaDis  (J.  f.  O.  1853,  p.  105),  is 
preferable,  bat  has  not  been  adopted  by  ornithologiata. 
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white,  often  yellow  or  brownish  in  adults;  in  the  young  the  irii  is 
brown,  bill  yellowish  orange,  dusky  at  the  tip,  legs  and  feet 
orange,  the  web  duller. 

Length  about  17;  tail  5-25;  wing  135;  torsuB^;  bill  frvm 
gape  2-4. 

Dittrihutitm.  In  winter  this  Gull  is  found  commonly  about  the 
couHts  of  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  also  on  the  larger  n\en  and 
lurge  marehes,  tanks,  &c.  Though  common  in  Assam,  Mauipnr, 
and  Burma,  it  has  not  been  met  with  farther  east ;  and  it  has  not 
bfcn  often  nicordtd  west  of  Sind,  though  Barnes  found  it  pltinti- 
fully  at  Aden,     it  breeds  in  Ceotral  Asia. 


IlabiU,  4'c-  Like  other  Gulls  this  species  occurs  more  or  less 
gregariously,  and  may  be  spen  resting  on  the  water,  or  fli  ing  about 
and  feeding  on  fish  or  offal.  Jt  has  been  observed  breeding  by 
Ur.  Leith  Adams  about  lakes  in  Lsdiik,  and  Dr.  Henderson  found 
it  abundiint  in  the  breeding- season  (July)  on  a  strenm  running 
into  the  Pangong  Lake  at  15,000  feet,  but  the  nest  and  eggs  have 
not  been  described. 

Larvt  minutua  is  said  by  Irby  (Ibis,  ISGl,  p.  246)  to  have  been 
once  "hot  by  him  in  Jnnuiry  \i-i>'J  near  Jchaogenibad,  Oudh,  but 
ns  neither  Jerdon  nor  Hume  has  Admitted  the  bird  as  Indian,  the 
latter  Huspccting  some  mislnko*,  aod  as  no  other  instance  of  this 
Gull's  occurrence  in  India  is  knoun,  I  do  not  enumerate  it  amongst 
Indian  species,  it  is  one  of  the  Gulls  with  bead  black  in  summer 
and  while  in  winter,  and  if  found  it  may  be  recogniied  by  its  »mall 
siwt  (wing  8'75  only)  and  by  all  the  ijuills  in  adults  being  grey 
with  white  tips. 

140'2.  Lanu  hempriclii.  Tkt  Si.oiij  O'ull. 
AJt^Isma  hrmpriphii,  Urwh,  Jour.  f.  On>.  lWj:t,  p.  lOtl. 
Lbtiis  hcnipriihii,  Ilumf,  S.  F.  i,  pp.  4fl,  271P(   iv,  p.  414;    Blanf. 

"      "     "-  -   ""■'     "  ■■      -  •■  -   •■  -— I;  //,mi<, 

.  2l>l. 
Cohration.  In  the  breeding- season  the  bend  all  round  is  dark 
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brown,  darker  behind  and  blackish  at  the  nape,  where  the  hood 
terminates  abruptly  against  a  narrow  white  collar  running  round 
the  back  and  sides  o£  the  neck,  but  the  blackish-brown  area  is 
carried  far  down  the  fore  neck  till  it  meets  the  paler  greyish-brown 
of  the  lower  neck,  upper  breast,  and  sides  of  breast,  the  white 
collar  also  fading  into  the  same;  mantle,  including  rump,  dark 
brown  ;  quills  blackish,  all  except  the  first  3  or  4  primaries  white- 
tipped  ;  some  white  on  the  edge  of  the  wing,  but  wing-lining  brown 
Uke  the  mantle ;  middle  of  breast,  abdomen,  tail-coverts  above  and 
belowy  and  tail  white. 

In  winter  the  white  collar  is  wanting,  the  head  paler  and 
mottled  whiti:»h,  chin  white,  throat  and  fore  neck  mottled  white 
and  brown.  Generally  some  traces  ot  a  dark  subterminal  bar  are 
seen  on  the  tail. 

Young  birds  have  the  upper  plumage  lighter  brown,  with  broad 
whity-brown  fringes  to  the  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  wing-coverts, 
and  tbe  tail  is  dark  brown.  The  brown  on  the  tail  diminishes 
gradually  and  becomes  a  subterminal  band  in  birds  with  adult 
plumaf^^e  otherwise. 

Bill  pale  greenish  drab,  the  tip  red,  divided  from  the  green  by  a 
black  bar ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  pale  yellowish  drab  (Butler). 
In  younger  birds  the  bill  is  dusky,  tipped  with  orange,  and  the  legs 
brownish  plumbeous. 

Length  of  males  19;  tail  5;  wing  14;  tarsus  2;  bill  from  gape 
2*6.     Pemales  are  rather  smaller. 

Distribution,  Common  on  tbe  coasts  of  the  Lower  Eed  Sea,  of 
East  Africa  as  far  south  as  Zanzibar,  and  of  Southern  Arabia, 
Baluchistan,  and  Sind.  A  single  individual  was  seen  by  Hume  at 
Bombay, but  this  Gull,  though  very  abundant  on  the  Makrau  coast, 
becomes  scarce  east  of  the  mouths  of  the  Indus. 

HabitSj  Sfc,  This  is  a  marine  species  and  has  not  been  noticed 
inland.  It  is  in  many  places  very  tame  and  collects  around  fishing- 
boats  to  feed  on  fish  offal,  even  coming  when  the  fishermen  call 
and  make  a  sign  of  throwing  something  out.  Lar^e  fiocks  are 
often  seen  resting  on  the  sea.  It  breeds  on  small  rocky  islands, 
and  Butler  obtained  many  eggs  in  August  from  Astola  near  Pasni, 
Makran.  The  eggs  are  whitish  stone  to  brownish  buff  in  colour, 
freely  but  not  very  thickly  spotted  with  dark  brown  and  pale  lUac, 
and  measure  about  2*27  by  1*58. 

1493.  Larus  gelastes.     The  Slender-billed  Gull. 

Larus  fj^elastes,  Licht,  Thienem,  Fortpjlnnz.  Viig.  Eur.  pt.  v,  p.  22 
(1838);  Blanf.  Eastern  Persia,  ii,  p.  2V)1 ;  Hutne,  Cat.  no.  981 
quat. ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  426 ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E, 
2pd  ed.  iii,  p.  294 ;  Saunders,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxv,  p.  2;i0. 

Xema  lambruschini,  Bonap,  Icon,  Faun.  Ital.y  Ucc.  pp.  135, 136*, 
pi.  45  (1840). 

Larus  lambruschini,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  274 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  v,  p.  286. 

Coloration.  Head,  neck,  under  surface,  upper  tail-coverts,  and 
toil  white ;  all,  except  the  head,  suffused  with  a  roseate  tinge  that 
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dJBappears  generally  in  dried  skins  ;    mantle  pearl-grey,  cor*  * 
and  quills  a  little  darker;  outer  primary-coverts  and  greater  )  v  : 
of  first  four  primaries  white :  on  1st  primary  the  outer  web,  tip  AiO. 
edge  of  inner  web,  on  the  2nd,  Srd,  and  4th  the  tip,  a  broad  ma^^r 
border  and  a  small  portion,  varying  in  amount,  of  the  outer  boi;<^r         ^ 
are  black  ;    the  4th  is  grey  on  the  inner  web  near  the  fthaft,  •  ' 
5th  and  6th  on  both  webs,  they  also  having  black  ends  ;  7th  j;  ■• 
later  primaries  grey  like  secondaries. 

There  is  apparently  no  change  in  winter.  Young  birds  hib^b 
some  brown  on  the  mantle,  retained  longest  on  the  wing-coverts 
and  tertiaries  ;  the  black  portions  of  the  primaries  occupy  more,  of 
the  feathers  than  in  aduUs,  and  there  is  a  dark  brown  terminal 
band  to  the  tail. 

Bill  deep  red ;  eyelids  bright  red,  irides  pale  yellow ;  lecjs  and 
feet  deep  red  (Hume).  Immature  birds  have  bill,  legs,  and  feet 
pale  orange. 

Length  of  males  18;  tail  4'G  ;  wing  12;  tarsus  2;  bill  from 
gape  2'5.     Females  are  rather  smaller,  wing  11. 

Distribution,  Mediterranean,  Block  Sea,  Caspian,  Bed  Sea,  and 
Persian  Gulf;  west  coast  of  Africa  as  far  south  as  Senegambia, 
and  in  winter  the  coasts  of  Baluchistan  and  Sind,  where  this  Gull 
is  very  common  at  that  season. 

Habits,  Sfc,  A  sea-bird,  not  usually  found  on  fresh  waters.  At 
Karachi  and  along  the  Makrdn  coast,  in  winter,  it  occurs  in  vast 
flocks,  that  generally  rest  on  shore  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  but 
Butler  fo!ind  that  it  had  almost  disappeared  in  May.  He,  how- 
ever, found  this  species  breeding  in  a  salt  swamp  near  Hormara,  on 
the  Makrdn  coast,  and  he  obtained  eggs  at  the  end  of  July.  They 
were  laid,  usually  three  in  each  nest,  on  pads  of  seaweed,  were  as  a 
rule  dull  whitish,  with  numerous  spots  and  blotches  of  dark  brown 
and  greyish  lilac,  and  measured  about  2*18  by  1*52. 

1404.  LarUB  affinis.      The  Darh-backed  Herring-QuU. 

Lams  fiipcus.  apud  Biyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xvi,  p.  792 ;  id.  Cat.  p.  298, 

pt.;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  830;  Blyth,  Ihis,  1?<G7,  pp.  176,  314; 

Blanf.  Eastern  Persia,  ii,  p.  200  ;  nee  Liyin.  (conf.  Mutne,  S.  F.  iv, 

p.  502). 
Larus  affinis,  Reinhardt.,  Videtisk.  Meddel.  18»)*3,  p.  78 ;    Saunders^ 

P.Z,S.   1878,  p.  171  ;    Hvtne,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  4(U'i;  id.  Cat.  no.  978 

ter  ;    Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  04  ;    Butler y  ibid.  p.  4?^  j    Barnes^  Birds 

Bom.  p.  424 ;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  254. 
Larus  fuscescens,  Hayes  Lloyd,  Ihis,  1873,  p.  420. 
Larns  occidentalis,  apud  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  273 ;  ii,  p.  60 ;  iv,  pp.  414, 

418. 

Coloration,  Head  and  neck  all  round,  rump,  tail,  and  whole 
under  surface,  with  wing-lining,  white  ;  mantle  slate-grey ;  all 
quills  and  longer  scapulars  with  white  tips,  and  the  first  6  to  8 
primaries  partly  black  ;  on  the  first  primary  the  black  extends 
from  the  coverts,  with  the  exception  ot"  a  grey  wedge  on  the  inner 
web,  to  within  about  2*5  in.  of  the  tip,  then  comes  a  broad  white 
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band,  and  then  a  subtermiDal  black  bar  and  white  tip ;  on  the 
second  the  grey  wedge  comes  farther  down  the  inner  web,  the  rest 
is  black,  except  the  white  tip«  about  half  an  inch  long,  and  in  some 
birds  a  white  spot  near  the  tip ;  in  the  third  and  subsequent 
primaries  the  groy  base  comes  farther  and  farther  down  both  webs, 
the  black  is  reduced  to  a  subterminal  band  and  finally  disappears. 
The  only  difference  in  winter  is  that  there  are  almost  always  a 
few  brown  spots  on  the  crown  and  hind  neck. 

Young  birds  are  brown  above  with  broad  whitish  edges  to  the 
feathers;  quills  blackish  brown;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts 
white,  with  large  brown  spots  :  rectrices  dark  brown,  mottled  with 
white  towards  the  base  and  tipped  white ;  lower  surface  brownish 
at  first,  then  white,  blotched  with  brown  at  the  sides.  In  the 
next  phase  the  back-feathers  and  scapulars  are  irregularly  banded 
with  light  brown,  which  afterwards  becomes  grey,  and  there  is  a 
gradual  passage  to  the  adult  plumage,  which  is  said  only  to  be 
attained  after  the  fourth  autumnal  moult. 

Bill  in  adults  yellow,  with  a  bright  red  patch  on  lower  mandiblo 
near  the  tip  ;  gape  and  eyelids  orange-red ;  irides  pale  yellow  to 
white ;  legs  and  feet  pale  yellow :  young  birds  have  the  bill  black 
at  the  end,  fleshy  white  at  the  base ;  irides  brown ;  legs  greyish 
fleshy  (Hume). 

Length  of  males  24 ;  tail  7 ;  wing  17  ;  tarsus  2*75 ;  middle  toe 
and  claw  2'4  ;  bill  from  gape  3.     Females  are  slightly  smaller. 

Distribvtion.  This  Gull  breeds  in  N.E.  Europe  and  Siberia,  and 
visits  the  coast  of  Somaliland,  Southern  Arabia,  Baluchistan,  and 
Western  India  in  winter,  extending  south  on  the  Malabar  coast  as 
far  as  Batnagiri  or  farther,  but  not  occurring,  so  far  as  is  known, 
on  the  east  coast  of  the  Peninsula.  It  is  particularly  abundant  at 
Karachi. 

HabitSy  Sfc.  A  comparatively  familiar  bird,  often  haunting  towns 
and  villages  near  the  sea-shore.  Hume  found  it  abundant  about 
the  fishermen's  houses  at  Karachi.  The  mantle  does  not  appear 
to  become  darker  in  the  breeding-season  as  that  of  L,  fuscus 
does. 

1495.  Lams  cachinnanfl.     The  Yellow-lagged  Iferring-OulL 

Laru9  cachinnanfl,  Pallas,  Zoogr,  Hosso-Astat.  ii,   p.  318  (1811); 

SaunderM,  P.  Z.  S,  1878,  p.  169 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  978  bis ;  Jfat-nes, 

Birds  Bom.  p.  423  ;  Saunders^  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  26(5. 
Icarus  argentatuR,  ap\td  Hume  ^  Hcnders.  Lnh.   to   Yark.  p.  299 ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  270 ;   ii,  p.  60 ;   Vii,  p.  463 ;    BUinf.  Eastern 

Persia,  p.  290. 

This  species  only  differs  from  L.  affinis  in  having  the  mantle  in 
adults  much  paler,  light  bluish  grey  instead  of  slate- grey.  Young 
birds  are  absolutely  undistinguishable.  The  soft  parts  and  tho 
dimensions  are  similar.  The  present  species  is  merely  a  climatic 
or  geographical  race  of  the  Common  Herring-Gull,  Z.  argentatus^ 
distinguished  by  slight  differences  in  the  colours  of  the  feet  and 
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bill,  and,  it  is  Raid,  by  the  mantle  being  a  shade  darker.    The 
eastern  Asiatic  bird  Z.  vegcB  is  another  closely  allied  race. 

Distribution.  L,  cachinnans  inhabits  Southern  Europe,  Northem 
Africa,  and  South-western  Asia,  ranging  in  winter  as  far  east  as 
the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal.  It  is  common  at  that  aealon 
about  some  of  the  large  jheels  of  Northern  India,  and  is  fouad  in 
Kashmir,  whilst  it  abounds  on  the  coast  of  Baluchistan  and  Sind. 
The  habits  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  of  L,  affinis,  except  fhat 
the  present  species  occurs  inland  in  winter. 


Subfamily  STERNIN^. 

The  Terns,  which  constitute  this  subfamily,  are  more  lightly 
built  birds  than  the  Gulls  and  have  a  dififerent  flight ;  moreoTer 
they  are  to  a  far  less  degree  swimming  birds,  for  they  rarely 
settle  on  the  water;  when  they  alight,  it  is  generally  on  land 
(Anous  is  an  exception).  They  subsist  chiefly  on  living  prey, 
especially  fishes,  which  they  capture  by  darting  upon  them ;  jnanj 
Terns  also  feed  on  Crustacea  or  various  floating  nnimals  that 
they  scoop  up  from  the  sea,  and  others  live  to  a  great  extent  on 
insects. 

The  bill  is  straight,  generally  slender,  the  mandibles  of  about 
equal  length,  with  acute  tips ;  nostrils  linear ;  tail  as  a  rule  distinctly 
forked,  often  exceeding  the  closed  wings,  which  are  long ;  legs  and 
feet,  with  but  few  exceptions,  small. 

Ke7j  io  the  Genera. 

a.  Outermost  tail-feathers  longest 

a'.  Tail  scarcely  forked,  short,  less  than 
half  as  long  as  wing ;  webs  between 

toes  deeply  eniarginate  IIydbochrlidon',  p.  307. 

A'.  Tail  distinctly  forked  but  ehbrt,  scarcely 
more  than  -^  wing :  bill  and  legs  stout 
and  strong ;  bill  half  as  long  as  tail  or 
more;  webs  between  toes  fully  de- 
veloped      Hydroproone,  p.  309. 

r'.  Tail  distinctly  forked,  with  the  outer 
rectrices  more  or  less  prolonged,  and 
generally  more  than  half  as  long  as 
wing ;  bill  moderate ;  webs  well  de- 
veloped       Stehna,  p.  310. 

6.  Outer  tail-feathers  short,  3rd  or  4th  from 

outside  longest ;  plumage  dark Angus,  p.  325. 

Terns  are  known  as  Tthari^  Ganga-cliil,  and  Mach-loiiica  in 
Hindi;  liamadasu  and  Samdrapulaha  in  Telugu  ;  Kivi  by  the 
(jonds;  Liniya  and  Mutheru  Kerella  by  the  Cingalese;  Kadal 
Kuruvi  by  Ceylon  Tamuls ;  and  us  Zin-yan  and  Myit-htway  in 
Burmese. 
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Genus  HTDBOCHELIDOlT,  Boie,  1822. 

"Bill  short  and  plight,  moderately  compressed;  legs  and  feet 
small ;  webs  between  the  toes  deeply  emarginate,  so  that  the  feet 
appear  only  half-webbed  ;  claws  long  and  cur?ed.  Wings  long, 
exceeding  the  tail  when  closed  :  tail  short,  scarcely  forked.  All 
are  black  or  dark  grey  below  in  breeding-plumage. 

This  genus  is  widely  distributed  and  comprises  four  species,  of 
which  two  are  Indian. 

Key  to  the  Sjpecies. 

a.  Bill  from  gape  about  1  6 ;  only  crown  and  nape 

are  black  in  summer ff,  hybrida,  p.  307. 

6.  Bill  from  gupe  1*3;  head,  neck,  and  lower 

parts  black  in  summer S.  leucoptera,  p.  808. 

1496.  Hydrochelidon  hybrida.     The  Whiskered  Tern. 

Sterna  hybrida,  Pallas,  Zoogr,  Rosao-Asiat.  ii,  p.  338  (1811);  Hum  e 
S.  F.  1,  p.  281 ;  A  dam,  ilnd.  p.  4m ;  OaUe,  S.  F,  iii,  p.  348 ;  i  rf 
in  Rump's  N.  S^  E.  2ad  ed.  iii,  p.  305. 

Sterna  leucopareia,  Natl,  in  Temm,  Man,  d!Om,  ed.  2^,  ii,  p.  746 
(1820) ;  A.  Anderson,  Ibis,  1872,  p.  81. 

Viralva  indica,  Steph.  in  Shawns  Gen,  ZooL  xiii,  pt.  1,  p.  169  (1825). 

Hydrochelidon  indica,  Biyth,  Cat,  p.  290 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  837  ; 
King,  J,  A.  S,  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  218 ;  Godto.-Atist.  J.  A,  S.  B, 
xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  275 ;  Stolicska,  J.  A.  S,  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  250 ;  Hume 
Hf  Henders,  Lah,  to  Yark,  p.  301 ;  Hwne,  N,  ^  E,  p.  048 ;  Butler. 
S.  F.  iv.  n.  32 ;  V,  p.  235 ;  BaU,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  233. 

Hydrochelidon  hybrida,  Hume  4"  -Drt».  -S.  I,  vi,  p.  491 ;  Davids.  ^ 
'Wend.  S.  F,  vii,  p.  98  ;  Cripps.  ibid,  p.  313  ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  984 ; 
Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  990 ;  Butler,  8,  F,  ix,  p.  440 ;  Biddulph, 
Ibis,  1881,  p.  102 ;  Scully,  ibid.ia,  594  ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  86 ;  Oates, 
B.  B.  ii,  p.  419 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  427 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  xi,  p.  350 ; 
Sharpe,  Yark.  Miss.,  Aoes,  p.  135 ;  Saunders,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxv,  p.  10. 

Sterna  innotata,  Beacan,  Ibis,  18(38,  p.  404 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  224. 

The  Stnall  Marsh-Tern,  Jerdon. 


Fig.  70.— Head  of  H.  hybrida,    j. 

Coloration  in  winter.  Forehead,  sides  of  head  below  eyes,  sides 
of  neck,  and  all  lower  parts  including  wing-lining  white ;  crown 
greyish  white,  with  black  centres  to  the  feathers,  the  black  increasing 
on  the  nape  and  sometimes  almost  covering  it,  and  forming  a 
band  behind  the  eye ;  a  black  spot  in  front  of  the  eye  and  some 
black  specks  on  the  lores ;  behind  the  napc^  i^  more  or  less  of  a 
white  collar;   all  the  upper  partfl  from  the  neck,  including  the 
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rump   and  tail,  light  asby  grey ;   primaries  darker  and  brovii, 
except  on  the  outer  webs  in  fresh  plumage. 

In  summer  the  forehead,  crown,  and  nnpe,  with  the  sides  of  the 
head  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  each  orbit,  are  black  ;-  gapeftni  a 
streak  from  it  to  the  nape  white  ;  upper  parts  ashy,  darker  than 
in  winter  ;  chin,  throat,  vent,  and  under  tail-coverts  white ;  fire> 
neck  and  breast  dark  grey,  passing  into  sooty  black  on  tiie 
abdomen. 

Young  birds  have  the  crown  and  mantle  partly  or  wh<^ 
blackish  brown,  with  rufous  edges  to  the  feathers. 

Bill  red ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  and  toes  dull  red  (Oates).  The 
bill  and  legs  are  a  darker  red  in  winter  than  in  summer. 

Length  10 ;  tail  3*1 ;  wing  9  ;  tarsus  '9  ;  bill  from  gape  1*6. 

Distribution.  Temperate  parts  of  Europe,  the  whole  of  Afrios, 
Southern  Asia,  the  Malay  Archipelago,  and  Australia.  In  India, 
Ceylon,  and  Burma  this  is  one  of  the  commonest  Terns,  especially 
in  Northern  India,  where  it  is  resident  and  breeds,  but  many  of 
the  birds  seen  in  India  in  the  cold  season  probably  breed  farther 
north.     Great  numbers  make  their  n  sts  on  the  lakes  of  Kashmir. 

Babits,  <Jt.  The  Whiskered  Tern  in  India  abounds  about 
marshes,  tanks,  rivers,  and  paddy  fields,  it  is  also  found  about 
estuaries  in  Burma.  It  breeds  not  on  churs,  as  Jerdon  thought, 
but  amongst  rushes  or  on  floating  water-plants  in  large  marshy 
lakes.  The  nest  is  large,  roughly  made  of  reeds  or  si  raw,  and  the 
eggs,  usually  three  in  number,  measure  about  1*51  by  1*09,  and  are 
pale  olive  or  greenish,  doubly  spotted  with  purplish  grey  and 
brown.  The  eggs  have  been  taken  in  Kashmir  and  the  N.W. 
Provinces  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August. 

1497.  Hydrochelidon  lencoptera.     The  White-winded  Black  Tern. 

Sterna  lencoptera,  Meisntr  Sf  Schinz,  Vog.  Schtceiz,  p.  264  (1815). 
Ilvdrochelidon  leucoptei*a,  Boie^  Isis,   1822,  p.  50.3 ;   Hume,  Ibis, 

*1870,  p.  436 ;  id.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  445  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  984  bis  ;  id.  S.  F. 

viii,  p.  495;  Legue,  Birds  Ceyl  p.  1000 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  420 ; 

Saunders^  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  6. 
Ilvdrochelidon  nigra,  apud  Jerdon^  B.  I.  iii,  App.  p.  875 ;  nee  Sterna 

nijrra,  L. 
Sterna  nigra,  apud  Holdsicorthf  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  481. 

Coloration.  In  winter  plumage  this  Tern  is  scarcely  dis- 
tinguii^haMe  from  //.  hybrida,  except  by  size.  Young  individuals 
of  the  present  species  may  generally  be  recognized  by  th^ir  white 
upper  tail-coverta,  and  adults  by  their  smaller  and  darker  bills. 

In  breeding-])lumage  the  whole  head  and  neck,  the  back  and 
lower  parts  to  the  vent,  including  the  wing-lining,  are  black ; 
scapulars  blackish  grey ;  tertiaries  dark  grey ;  coverts  and  quills 
]ialer  grey  (the  first  two  or  three  primaries  generally  brownish 
black),  and  the  smaller  coverts  on  the  edge  of  the  wing  white ; 
rump,  u])per  and  lower  tail-coverts,  and  tail  white.  In  many 
birds,  probably  immature,  the  tail-feathers  are  ashy  or  pearly  grey, 
especially  towards  the  tips. 
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Bill  livid  red  in  summer,  reddish  black  in  winter  and  in  young 
birds ;  irides  dark  brown ;  legs  vermilion. 

Length  9*5 ;  tail  2*8 ;  wing  8  25 ;  tarsus  '75 ;  bill  from  gape  1*3. 

Distribvixon.  Temperate  Europe  and  Asia,  south  of  lat.  55^  N., 
in  summer,  Africa  to  Australia  in  winter.  This  Tern  has  not 
been  clearly  identified  from  any* part  of  India  west  of  Tipperah, 
whence  a  specimen  was  sent  to  Mr.  Hume,  but  it  has  been  several 
times  shot  inCevlon;  Oates  found  it  common  at  the  mouth  of 
the  8iUang,  in  Burma,  and  a  skin  was  sent  from  South  Andaman 
by  Mr.  de  Eoepstorff. 

Genus  HTDEOPROGNE,  Kaup,  18:^9. 

This  is  a  genus  of  Terns  distinguished  by  its  stout  and  long 
beak  and  legs,  and  by  its  very  short  tail,  ooJy  about  oue-third  the 
length  of  the  wing. 

There  is  only  a  single  species,  which  is  the  largest  Tern  known. 

1498.  Hydroprogne  caspia.     The  Caspian  Tern. 

Sterna  caspia,  PaU.  Nov,  Comm.  Petrop,  xiv,  i,  p.  o82,  tab.  xxii, 
fig.  2  (1770);  Hume,  S,  F.  i.  p.  280;  Oates,  S.  K  iii,  p.  347; 
id.  Cat.  no.  982 ;  Leffge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1008 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  ix, 
p.  439 ;  Parker,  ibid,  p.  487 ;  Davidson,  S.  F.  x,  p.  320 ;  Oates, 
B.  B,  p.  427  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  428 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N,  «$•  F, 
2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  295. 

Ifydroprogne  caspia,  Kaup,  Naturl,  Sifst.  pp.  91,  196;  Saunders, 
Cat,  B,  M,  XXV,  p.  32. 

Sylochelidon  caspius,   Brehm,   Vbg,   Deutschl.  p.  770 ;  Blyth,  Cat, 
p.  290;  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  835;  King,  J,  A.  IS.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,. 
p.  218 ;    HoldstDorth,  P,  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  480 ;    Hume,  S,  F,   iv, 
p.  414. 

The  Largest  Tern,  Jerdon ;  Kekra,  Sind. 


Fig.  71. — Head  of  H,  caspUi.     \. 

Coloration,  In  summer  pluniage  the  forehead,  crown,  nape,  and 
sides  of  head  to  below  the  eye  black  glossed  with  dark  green ; 
remainder  of  upper  plumage,  with  wings,  pearl-grey ;  the  inner 
webs  of  the  primaries  (and  the  outer  webs,  when  the  frosted 
surface  has  worn  off)  darker ;  rump  and  tail  still  paler ;  lower 
plumage  with  sides,  and  sometimes  back,  of  neck,  cheeks,  and 
lower  lores  pure  white. 
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In  winter  the  upper  part  of  the  head  is  white  hroadlj  streaked 
with  black,  and  there  is  a  white  collar  behind  the  head  all  round. 

Young  birds  resemble  adults  in  winter  plumage,  but  have  more 
black^round  the  orbit ;  at  an  early  stage  the  scapulars,  tertiaries, 
wing-coverts,  and  tail-feathers  are  dark  brown  or  barred  uitli 
brown  and  have  whitish  edges ;  the  primaries  are  blackish. 

Bill  ooral-red  in  summer,  duller  in  winter,  with  the  terminal 
portion  dusky ;  irides  dark  brown ;  legs  and  feet  black. 

Length  20;  tail  5'75,  depth  of  fork  1*25;  wing  15-5;  tarsoA 
1*75  ;  bill  from  gape  3'8. 

Distribution,  Korth  America  south  of  the  Arctic  circle,  Europe 
as  far  north  as  60°  N.  lat.,  all  Africa,  temperate  and  tropical 
Asia,  the  Malay  Archipelago,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand.  This 
Tern  occurs  in  manj  parts  of  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  but  is  by 
no  means  generally  distributed.  It  is  particularly  common  in 
Sind. 

HahitSy  4'C'  The  Caspian  Tern  occurs  singly  or  in  pairs  about 
rivers  and  large  pieces  of  water,  fresh  or  salt,  and  also  on  the  sea- 
coast,  and  it  may  be  recognised  at  a  considerable  distance  by  it  8 
habit,  when  looking  for  food,  of  flying  over  the  water  with  it«  bill 
directed  downwards.  It  has  a  harsh  cry,  which  it  always  utters, 
according  to  Hume,  when  hit  by  a  shot,  and  it  lives  on  fish  and 
prawns.  The  majority  of  the  Caspian  Terns  visiting  India 
probably  breed  elsewhere — one  great  breeding-place  is  on  an  island 
at  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf — but  this  species  is  not  truly 
migratory ;  and  a  small  colony  was  found  by  Mr.  H.  Parker,  in 
June,  breeding  oh  one  of  the  sand-banks  at  Adam's  Bridge,  North 
Ceylon.  One  or  two  e^gs,  greyish  white  or  buff,  and  double- 
spotted,  each  moHsuring  about  2-43  by  1*70,  were  found  in  each 
case  in  a  small  hollow  in  the  sand. 

Genus  STERNA,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  varying,  but  as  a  rule  long,  slender,  and  straight,  or  verv 
slightly  curved,  more  or  less  compressed  ;  feet  as  a  rule  small,  but 
the  toes  completely  webbed ;  the  tarsus  a  little  shorter  than  the 
middle  toe  and  claw,  except  in  ^S^.  anglica,  in  which  it  is  slightly 
lengthened.  "Wings  long,  first  primary  longest.  Tail  varying  in 
length,  always  distinctly  forked,  the  outer  pair  of  rectrices  con- 
siderably longer  than  the  others. 

In  the  British  Museum  Catalogue  S.  anffliea  and  S.  utna  are 
regarded  as  generically  distinct,  each  being  placed  in  a  genus  by 
itself,  whilst  /?.  atKwsthetn  and  8,  faliginoMa^  which  form  a  link 
with  Anou9y  and  appear  to  have  better  claims  to  separation  than 
S.  seena^  are  left  in  the  genus.  On  the  whole  it  is  moat  convenient 
to  group  all  under  Sterna, 

Terns  are  of  world-wide  distribution,  and  the  genus  Sttm/i 
includes  about  .'io  species,  of  which  sixteen  are  Indian.  All  the 
species  bavo  a  peculiar  flight,  and  capture  their  food  by  pouncing 
on  it  or  by  scooping  it  up  from  the  water,  and  they  very  rarely 
are  seen  swimming. 
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Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Mantle  grej. 

a*.  Crown  black  in  the  breeding-season. 
a*'.  Large  Terns,  wing  above  11 ;  tarsi  black 
or  blackish. 
a'.  Bill  black  throughout ;  tarsus  longer 

than  mid-toe  and  claw    S.  anglica^  p.  311. 

b^.  Bill  black,  the  tip  yellow ;  tarsus  not 

longer  than  mid-toe  and  claw    ....     S,  eantiaca,  p.  312. 
c^.  Bill  yellow ;  a  distinct  nuchal  crest. 
a^.  No  white  forehead  in  breeding- 
plumage  ;  wing  12 S.  mediae  p.  318. 

A*.  A  white  forehead  always ;  wing  14.    S,  bfrgii}  p.  314. 
6".  Middle-sized  Terns;  wing  8  to  ll'o. 
d*.  Tarsi  yellow  or  red. 
c*.  Bill  orange-yellow, 
a'.  Bill  stout;  wing  11;  abdomen 

white     S.  seena,  p.  315. 

b^.  Bill  slender ;  wing  9 ;  abdomen 

black  in  breeding-season <S.  melan^ffaster,  p.  316. 

d^.  Bill  red  or  dusky, 
c'.  Lower  parts  dark  vinaceous  grey.    S,  albigena,  p.  317. 
d*.  Lower  parts  pale  grey  or  white, 
outermost  rectrices  with  dark 

grey  outer  webs S.  Jtuviatilis,  p.  318. 

«'.  Lower  parts  white  or  roseate, 
outermost  rectrices  almost  white 

throughout    S.  dougalliy  p.  319. 

^.  Tarsi  blackish  ;  wing  10*5    S.  UmyipenntSy  p.  319. 

c".  Small  Terns ;  win^  less  than  8. 
y*.  Shafts  of  primaries  white  in  adults. .     8,  sinensis^  p.  320. 
^'.  Shalls  of  first  two  primaries  brown 

or  brownish S,  minuta,  p.  321. 

h^.  Shafts     of     first    three    primaries 

blackish S.  saundersi,  p.  321. 

b\  Crown  always  white,  nape  and  band 
through  eyes  black ;  bill  black ;  tarsi  dark 
brown  ;  wing  8-5    S.  melaTumchen,  p.  322. 

b.  Mantle  dark  brown. 

c'.  Wing  9-5    S.  aruBstheta^  p.  323. 

<r.  Wing  11-6 S,ftaiffinosa,  p.  324. 

1499.  Sterna  anglica.    The  Gull-hilled  Tem. 

Sterna  anglica,  Mont,  Om.  Did.  SuppL  (1813) ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  983 ; 

Leffffe,  iirds  Ceyi  p.  1011 ;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  94;  Butler,  ibid. 

p.  440 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  86 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  422 ;  Bameti, 

Birds  Bain.  p.  428 ;  Humej  S.  F.  xi,  p.  349 ;   Oates  in  Hume's 

N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  304. 
Oelochelidon  anglica,  nonap.  Comp.  List  B.  Eur.  8f  N.  Amer.  p.  61 ; 

Blythy  Cat.  p.  290 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  836 ;  Hayes  Lloyd,  Ibis, 

1873,  p.  421 ;  BaU,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  237 ;  Hume,  ibid.  pp.  294,  414  ; 

Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  491 ;  Dairids.  ^  Wend.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  93; 

Cn'pps,  ibid.  p.  313 ;  Btddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  102, 1882,  p.  290 ; 

Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xiv,  p.  25. 
Gtlichelidon  nilotica,  Stoliaka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  256. 
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Steraa  niloticfl,  apud  Hume,  S,  F.  i,  p.  281 ;   Adam,  ibid.  p.  408  ; 
Butit^,  S,  F.  iv,  p.  31 ;  V,  p.  235 ;  Armstrong,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  35L 

Coloration,  In  summer  plumage  the  forehead,  crown,  and  nape, 
with  the  upper  lores  and  the  sides  of  the  head  as  far  down  as  the 
lower  edge  of  the  orhit,  are  jet-black ;  upper  parts  from  nape 
pjile  pearl-grey,  inner  webs  of  primaries  darker;  lower  lonm, 
cheeks,  and  the  lower  parts  throughout,  including  the  wing-lining, 
white. 

In  winter  the  upper  part  of  the  head  is  white  streaked  with 
black,  the  remainder  as  in  summer.  Young  birds  have  the  crown 
grey  or  white  mixed  with  grey,  primaries  dark ;  and  in  very  young 
birds  the  feathers  of  the  upper  plumage,  especially  the  scapulan 
and  tertiaries,  are  brown  in  part  with  buff  edges. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  black ;  irides  brown.  In  summer  the  bill 
and  legs  are  tinged  with  red. 

Length  15;  tail  5  to  5*5,  depth  of  fork  1-5;  wing  12-6; 
tarsus  1*4 ;  bill  from  gape  2.     Females  are  rather  smaller. 

Distribution.  Europe  as  far  north  as  lat.  55°  in  summer,  Xorthem 
Africa,  Atlantic  coast  of  America,  temperate  and  tropical  Asia, 
Malay  Archipelago,  and  Australia.  Chiefly  a  winter  visitor  to 
India  and  Ceylon,  where  it  is  common  in  suitable  localities  ;  it  is 
apparently  restricted  to  estuaries  and  the  coast  in  Burma. 

Habits^  4'c.  In  India  and  Ceylon  this  Tern  is  found  about  all  large 
rivers  and  extensive  marshes  or  tanks ;  it  also  occurs  on  the  sea- 
(roast.  It  feeds  both  on  aquatic  food  and  on  insects.  The  groat 
majority  of  birds  of  this  species  leave  India  to  breed,  but  Hume 
took  an  egg  on  the  Cheniib,  in  the  N.W.  Punjab,  on  April  28th. 
>i umbers  were  found  breeding  at  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf 
early  in  April.  The  eggs,  three  in  number,  are  of  the  usuxd  type, 
and  measure  about  2  by  1*46. 

1500.  Sterna  cantiaca.     The  SatidivicJi  Tern. 

Sterna  cantiaca,  Gm.  Si/st.  Xaf.  i,  p.  60C  (1788) ;  Hume,  S.  F.l, 
p.  285;  id.  Cat.  no.  990 bis:  Jiianford,  E<tstvrn  Persia,  ii,  p.  2D4; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bojn.  p.  4^32  ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  &oc.  vi,  p.  300 ; 
iSaunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  75. 

Coloration.  In  breeding  plumage  the  forehead,  upper  lores, 
crown,  nape,  and  sides  of  head  as  far  down  as  the  lower  edge  of 
the  orbits  are  black;  back  and  wings  pearl-grey;  lower  lores, 
cheeks,  a  collar  round  neck,  all  the  lower  parts,  upper  and  lower 
tail-coverts,  and  tail  whit^  ;  inner  webs  of  primaries  dark  grey 
near  the  shafts,  white  inside,  the  inner  whit^  border  extending  to 
the  tip  of  each  feather,  outer  web  of  1st  primary  blackish  near 
base.  In  fresh  plumage  there  is  a  slight  and  evanescent  pink 
tinge  to  the  underparts.  The  black  head  is  only  assumed  from 
April  till  about  June. 

In  non-breeding  plumage  the  forehead  and  crown  are  white 
with  black  streaks,  which  are  confluent  on  the  napft  and  before 
and  behind  the  eve.     Immature  birds  resemble  adults  in  winter 
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ilumage,  but  have  a  dark  band  on  the  smaller  wing-coverts, 
AcL  brown  submar^inal  concentric  bars  on  the  tertiaries  and  tail ; 
be  primaries  are  dark  grey,  with  sbarplj  contrasting  white  inner 
torders.  Btill  younger  birds  iiave  most  of  the  upper  parts  marked 
rith  concentric  brown  bands,  and  the  crown-feathers  blackish 
tith  white  edges. 

Bill  black,  with  the  tips  of  both  mandibles  pale  horny  yellow ; 
.rides  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  black  (Hume), 

Length  17;  tail  6,  depth  of  fork  3;  wing  12;  tarsus  1*1 ;  bill 
from  gape  2*8.     Females  are  a  little  smaller  than  males. 

Distribution.  Coasts  of  North  Atlantic  Ocean,  Mediterranean, 
Black  Sea,  and  Caspian  in  summer ;  in  winter,  African  coasts  as 
far  as  the  Capo  and  Natal,  Eed  Sea,  Persian  Gulf,  and  Baluchistan. 
This  bird  is  a  winter  visitor  to  the  coast  of  Makran  and  Sind. 

Habits,  Sfc,  This  is  a  Sea-Tern  often  seen  at  sea  several  miles 
from  the  shore,  and  but  rarely  straying  inland,  though  it  has  been 
found  in  Europe  breeding  on  lakes  near  the  coast. 

1501.  Sterna  media.     The  Smaller  Crested  I'em, 

Sterna  media,  Horsf.  Tr.  Linn,  Soc.  xiii,  p.  199  (1821) ;  Hume,  S.  F. 
V,  p.  301 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  493 ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  990; 
Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1030 ;  Vidal,  S  JP.  ix,  p.  95 ;  Butler,  Und, 
p.  441 ;  Oates,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  426 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  432 ;  id. 
Jour.  Bom,  iV.  ff.  Soc,  vi,  p.  299,  tig.  990;  Oates  in  Hume^s 
N,  4"  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  299  note ;  Saunders,  Cat.  B,  M,  xxv,  p.  86. 

Sterna  aiiinis,  Cretzschm,  in  Riipp,  Atlas,  p.  23,  t.  14  (1826). 

Sterna  bengalensis,  Lesson,  TraUS,  p.  621  (1831) ;  Hume,  S.^F.  i, 
p.  284  ;  ii,  p.  318 ;  iv,  p.  474. 

Thalasseus  bengalensis,  Blyth,  J,  A,  S.  B.  xv,  p.  373 ;  id.  Cat.  p.  291 ; 
Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  843. 

The  Smaller  Sea-Tern,  Jerdon. 

Coloration.  Crown  with  forehead,  sides  of  head  to  below  the 
orbit  (but  not  including  a  spot  immediately  beneath  the  eye),  nape, 
and  distinct  nuchal  crest  black  ;  lores,  cheeks,  neck  all  round,  and 
lower  parts  white  ;  upper  parts  from  neck  pale  ashy  grey,  with  a 
slight  pinkish  tinge  on  the  mantle ;  outer  rectrices  sometimes 
whitish  or  white ;  primaries  blackish,  frosted  on  the  outer  web 
near  the  tip  in  fresh  plumage,  inner  border  whitish,  a  very  narrow 
extension  of  this  border  to  the  tip  of  the  feather  soon  disappears 
with  wear,  most  of  the  inner  web  and  terminal  edge  of  outer  web 
in  secondaries  white. 

In  winter  the  nape  and  a  band  from  the  nape  to  the  front  of 
the  eye  are  black,  the  forehead  and  lores  white ;  crown  black,  with 
white  edges  to  feathers.  Young  birds  resemble  adults  in  winter, 
but  have  much  brown  on  the  smaller  coverts,  tertiaries,  and  tail- 
feathers. 

Bill  orange>yellow ;  irides  brown;  legs  and  feet  black;  soles 
yellowish  {Legge). 

Length  16-5;  tail  5  to  6-75,  depth  of  fork  2  to  3;  wing  12; 
tarsus  1 ;  bill  from  gape  2-8. 
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DistrUnUion.  Coasts  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  with  the  Persian  GMf, 
Eed  8ea,  and  Mediterraoean.  A  common  bird  locally  on  the 
coasts  ot*  India  and  Ceylon,  less  often  seen  in  Burma. 

Habits,  ($T.  This  is  another  Sea-Tern  found  often  in  large  flocks, 
about  bays,  harbours,  shallow  banks,  and  even  several  miles  out 
at  sea,  and  never  met  with  far  inland.  Like  the  other  Sea-Toms 
and  unlike  the  Gulls,  it  always  captures  living  fish  by  dashing 
down  on  them  from  some  height,  and  it  appears  very  rarely,  if 
ever,  to  settle  on  the  sea.  Its  epgs  have  not  been  found  within 
Indian  limits,  but  it  breeds  in  colonies  on  sandbanks  and  low 
coral  islands  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  Bed  Sea.  The  eggs  are 
generally  white  sparingly  spotty. 

1502.  Sterna  bergii.     The  Large  Crested  Tern. 

Sterna  bewii,  LichU   Verz.  DoM.  p.  80  (1823) ;  Hyme,  8.  F.  i, 

p.  28:3 ;  ii,  p.  50 ;  iv,  p.  470 ;  Builer,  S.  F,  v,  p.  L^98  ;  Hume  ^  Dot. 

S.  F.  vi,  p.  493 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  989 ;  Legge,  Birds  CeyL  p.  1020 ; 

Vidal^  S.  I.  ix,  p.  95  ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  441 ;  Parker,  Aid.  p.  490 ; 

Oates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  428  ;  id.  in  Humes  N.  4"  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  297 ; 

Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  431 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Sac.  vi,  p.  298, 

tig.  989 ;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  89. 
Stf^rna  cristata,  Steph.  in  Shaw's  Gen.  Zool.  xiii,  pt.  1,  p.  146  (1825) ; 

nee  Sicainson. 
Sterna  velox,  Cretzschm.  in  Riipp.  Atlas,  p.  21,  t.  13  (1826). 
Thalasseus  cristatus,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  291  -,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  842 ; 

Hume,  Ibisy  1870,  p.  437. 

The  Large  Sea-Tern,  Jerdon. 

The  coloration  resembles  that  of  S.  media,  except  that  the 
present  species  has  a  white  frontal  band  and  broader  whit«  lores, 
that  the  black  only  descends  to  the  level  of  the  lower  edge  of  the 
orbit,  that  the  crest  is  rather  more  distinct,  and  above  all  that  the 
mantle  is  much  darker  at  all  seasons,  being  fprey  with  a  lilac  tinge. 
In  the  young  the  quills  are  greyish  brown  with  white  inner 
borders,  and  the  upper  parts  much  mixed  with  brown. 

Bill  pale  yellow  ;  irides  deep  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  black ;  soles 
yellowish. 

Length  21  ;  tail  6-5  to  7-5,  depth  of  fork  3  to  3-5 ;  wing  15 ; 
tarsus  1*25  ;  bill  from  gape  3*0. 

Distribution.  The  coasts  of  the  Indian  Ocean  and  Polynesia, 
also  the  west  coast  of  S.  Africa,  the  Ked  Sea,  and  the  China 
Sea.  Abundant  on  the  Makrun  coast  and  at  the  Laccadives.  and 
generally  distributed,  often  in  considerable  numbers,  throughout 
the  coasts  of  India  and  Ceylon,  less  common  on  the  Burmese  coast. 

Habits,  tjr.  This  large  Tern  has  very  similar  habits  to  those  of 
S.  media.,  and  is  thoroughly  marine,  often  fishing  far  from  the 
shore.  It  has  been  found  breeding  in  Ceylon  and,  in  large 
numbers,  in  May  and  June  on  the  island  of  Astola,  off  the 
Makriin  coast,  where  the  nests,  as  described  by  Butler,  are  small 
holes  scratched  in  the  sand,  several  close  together,  each  containing 
one  to  three  eggs,  which  are  generally  pinkish  buff  varying  to 
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gieenisb  grey,  very  beautifully  blotched,  spotted,  or  streaked  with 
blackish,  red-browo,  and  inky  purple,  and  measuring  on  an  average 
2-45  by  1-71. 

1503.  Sterna  seena.     The  Indian  Biver-Tem. 

Sterna  seena,  Sykes,  P.  Z,  S.  1832,  p.  171 ;  Hume  ^  Oatea,  S.  F. 
iii,  p.  lUS ;  liutler,  S,  K  iv,  p.  32 ;  Fuirbatik,  ibid.  p.  264 ;  Infflisy 
S.  F,  V,  p.  47 ;  Hutne  <$■  Dav,  S.  -F.  vi,  p.  492 ;  Anders.  Yunnan 
Exped.,  Aves,  p.  693  ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  233  ;  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  314 ; 
Humey  Cat.  no.  985 ;  Sculli/,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  364 ;  Leff^e,  Birds  CeyL 
p.  1003 ;  Butler,  S.  F  ix,  p.  440 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  80  ;  Davidson, 
tbid.  p.  326;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  423;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom. 
p.  429 ;  id.  Jour.  Bum.  N.  H.  Sttc.  i,  p.  61  ;  vi.  p.  294 ;  Hume, 
S.  F.  xi,  p.  350 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  K  2nd  ed.  lii,  p.  ;i08. 

Stema  aurantia,  Gray,  in  Hardw.  III.  Ind,  ZooL  i,  pi.  69,  fig.  2 
(1832) ;  Hume,  S.  F,  i,  p.  281. 

Seena  aurantia,  Blt/th,  Cat.  p.  291 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  838 ;  Godw.- 
Aust.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  r)t.  2,  p.  275;  Hayes  U^Ji/d,  Ibi*,  1873, 
p.  421 ;  Blyth  i^  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  163  ;  Waidl.-Rams.  Ibis, 
1877,  p.  472 ;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  37. 

The  Large  Biver-  Tern,  Jerdon. 


Fig.  72.— Head  of  S.  seena. 

Coloration,  The  whole  head  to  considerably  below  the  eyes  and 
including  the  nape  black  glossed  with  dark  green,  a  white  spot 
under  each  eye;  rest  of  upper  parts  French  grey.,  paling  to  pearl- 
grey  on  the  rump  and  tail ;  chin  and  a  streak  on  each  cheek 
bordering  the  black  cap,  together  with  the  under  tail-coverts, 
white ;  remainder  of  lower  surface,  inclusive  of  wing-lining,  delicate 
pale  grey. 

After  the  moult,  which  does  not  occur  till  about  December,  the 
forehead  is  white  and  the  crown  dull  grey,  then  black  streaks  appear 
and  the  black  cap  is  generally  assumed  by  February.  Young  birds 
hare  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts  dull  grey,  with  an  inner 
brown  and  an  outer  buff  margin. 

Bill  bright  deep  yellow ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  red  (JerdonX  The 
bill  and  legs  are  duller  coloured  and  the  tip  of  the  bill  dusky  in 
autumn. 

Length  15  to  18 ;  tail  6  to  9-5,  depth  of  fork  5  to  6 ;  wing  11 ; 
tarsus  '8  ;  bill  from  gape  2*3. 

Distribution,  Througnout  India  and  Burma  on  all  large  rivers, 


^ 
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less  common  in  the  south  of  the  Peninsula,  and  of  doubtful  ocour- 
renee  in  Ceylon.  This  Tern  is  also  found  throughout  the  Malaj 
Peninsula  as  far  as  Singapore.  J 

Habits^  4'c.  Though  essentially  a  river  Tern,  occurring  singljor 
in  small  parties  about  rivers  and  estuaries,  this  handsome  Indian 
Tern  is  often  met  with  beating  over  tanks  and  even  marahfB, 
especially  if  they  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  rivers.  It  breeds  in 
March,  April,  and  May,  and  lays  3  (sometimes  4)  eggs  in  a  small  j 

unlined  depression  on  a  sandbank.  Hundreds  of  nests  sometiinetf 
occurs  on  one  sandbank,  and  other  Terns,  Skimmers,  and  Olareoia 
breed  about  the  same  time  in  similar  places.  The  eggs  vary  from 
pale  greenish  grey  to  butf,  spotted  and  blotched  in  the  usual 
manner  with  dark  brown  and  pale  inky  purple,  and  they  measure 
on  an  average  1*65  by  1*25.  The  place  where  these  or  any  Terns 
are  breeding  may  generally  be  recognized  by  the  way  in  which  the 
birds  wheel  about  overhead  with  their  peculiar  cry  when  anyone 
is  near  their  nests. 

1504.  Sterna  melanogaster.    TJu  Black-hellied  Tern. 

Sterna  melanogaster,  Tenwu  PL  Col  pi.  43^t  (18:^2) ;  Bfyth  8f  Wold. 
Birds  Burnt,  p.  1(V{ ;  Godtc.-Aust.  J,  A.  S.  B.  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  8o ; 
xlvii,  pt.  2,  p.  22 :  Hume  <$•  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  492 ;  Dav.  <J-  Wmd, 
S,  F,  vii,  p.  9^i ;  Ball^  ibid.  p.  233 ;  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  314 ;  Hume, 
Cat.  no.  987 ;  IJoIf/,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  372  ;  Legge,  Birds  CeyL  p.  100(5; 
BtUler,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  440;  Beid,  S.  F.  x/p.  S7  j  OateSy  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  424;  Barnes  J  Birds  Bom.  p.  429;  Hume,  S.  F.  x,  p,  419;  xi, 
p.  350 ;  Gates  in  Hume's  X.  ♦^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  310 ;  Saunders, 
Cat.  B.  M.  XXV,  p.  4.5. 

Sl<»rna  javarita,  liorsf.  Bes.  Java  (1824)  (descr.  nulla),  »?^c  Tr.Linn, 
.Sot.  xiii,  p.  198(1821);  Bh/f/t,  Cat.  p.  292;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii, 
p.  840 ;  Bulger,  Ibis,  18(39,  p.  170;  Blanf.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xl.  pt.  2, 
p.  277;  Hufne,  S.  F.  i,  p.  2-2;  Adam,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  339;  H-ardl.- 
Bams.  Ibis,  1877,  p.  472. 

Sternula  minuta  et  8.  jerdoni,  Beavan,  Ibis^  1808,  p.  403. 

Pelodes  javanica,  Ball,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  440 ;  Hume,  6'.  F.  iii,  p.  193. 

Coloration,  Forehead,  crown,  and  nape,  with  the  sides  of  the 
head  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  orbit,  black  ;  very  often  the 
extreme  base  of  the  forehead  is  white  like  the  lores,  cheeks,  chin, 
and  throat ;  upper  parts  from  nape  ashy  grey,  slightly  tinged  with 
brown  on  the  tertiaries,  tips  and  parts  of  inner  webs  of  primaries 
generally  dusky,  outer  webs  frosted  and  whitish ;  tail  paler  grey 
than  the  back,  outer  webs  of  outermost  rectrices  white ;  fore  neck 
pale  gr^y,  gradually  passing  into  chocolate,  then  into  black  on  the 
breast ;  abdomen  and  lower  tail-covorts  black  ;   u  ing-liniug  white. 

In  \vint/er  the  cap  is  white,  streaked  with  black,  and  the  lower 
parts  white.  According  to  Hume  the  winter  plumage  is  not 
assumed  till  December,  and  is  only  rt^tained  for  about  two  months. 
Very  young  birds  have  broad  buff  outer  and  blackish  inner  borders 
to  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts. 

Bill  orange-yellow ;  irides  blackish  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  orange- 
red. 
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TjCin^th  13;  tail  5  to  6*5,  dopth  of  fork  3-5;  wing  9;  tarsus 
•55  ;  bill  from  gape  1'8. 

DUtribution,  Common  about  rivers  and  tanks  throuorhout  l4idia 
and  Burma,  but  less  abundant  in  Southern  than  in  Northern  India, 
and  not  known  with  certainty  to  occur  in  Ceylon,  though  reported 
1o  be  found  in  the  island  by  more  than  one  observer.  It  is  prob- 
able in  these  cases  that  another  species  has  been  mistaken  for  the 
present. 

Habits^  4fc,  This  is  one  of  the  commonest  of  Indian  river-birds, 
and  is  generally  seen  flying  and  fishing  singly  or  in  small  parties. 
It  frequents  tanks  and  marshes  as  well  as  rivers,  and  though 
perhaps  less  numerous  than  S.  seena^  is  more  widely  distributed. 
It  breeds  chiefly  in  March  and  April,  though  Doig  records  taking 
e^gs  in  !Ehstern  Sind  in  June  and  July,  and  it  lays  in  the  same 
situations  as  the  Indian  Eiver-Tern,  and  frequently  in  company 
with  it.  The  mode  of  deposition  and  colouring  of  the  eggs  is 
similar,  but  those  of  *S'.  melanogaster  are  smaller  and  more  elongate, 
measuring  on  an  average  1*25  by  0*95. 

1505.  Sterna  albigena.    Tlu  Whit^ieehed  Tem, 

Sterna  albifrena,  LfchL  Nomencl.  An.  p.  98  (1854)  (descr.  null4) ; 
Walden,  Ihh,  1876,  p.  384 ;  Hunie,  S,  F.  iv,  p.  467  ;  Butler,  S.  F. 
V,  pp.  298,  323 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  987  bis ;  Vidaf,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  94  ; 
Sutler,  ibid.  p.  440 ;  Barnes^  Birds  Bom.  p.  430 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom. 
N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  296;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  iSf  E.  2nd  ed.  iii, 
p.  311  note;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  69. 

Colwration,  Forehead  and  upper  lores,  crown,  nape,  and  sides  oF 
the  head  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  orbit  black ;  chin,  gape,  lo.ver 
lores,  and  a  streak  along  the  edge  of  the  black  cap  to  the  nape, 
white  ;  all  the  rest  of  the  plumage  grey,  dark  ashy  above,  vinaceous 
on  the  breast  and  abdomen  ;  upper  and  lower  tail-coverts  and  tail 
lighter  ashy,  except  the  outer  webs  of  the  outermost  tail-feathers 
which  are  dark  ;  outer  web  of  first  primary  black  except  towards 
the  end,  inner  web  blackish  grey  near  shafts,  white  near  the  inner 
border,  the  white  not  extending  to  the  tip ;  secondaries  with  white 
tips  and  inner  borders  ;  wing-lining  pale  grey. 

In  winter  the  lores  and  cheeks  are  white,  forehead  and  anterior 
portion  of  crown  mixed  white  and  black,  wing-lining  white,  and 
white  is  mixed  with  the  grey  of  the  lower  parts.  Youug  birds 
resemble  adults  in  ^winter  plumage,  but  have  a  dark  band  on  the 
smaller  wing-coverts  and  the  underparts  white  throughout. 

Bill  black,  red  at  base ;  i rides  brown ;  legs  oran(i:e  (  Vidal) ; 
legs  and  feet  bright  red  in  adults,  dull  red  in  younp:  (Butler). 

Length  13-5  ;  tail  6,  depth  of  fork  3*25 ;  wing  9-5 ;  tarsus  -75 ; 
bill  from  gape  2. 

Distribution.  Sea-coasts  from  the  Bed  Sea  to  the  Laccadive 
Islands. 

Habits,  Sfc.  This  is  a  sea-tern,  often  s^en  some  miles  out  at  sea 
hut  returning  to  the  shore  at  night.  Vidai  observed  that  large 
flocks  of  this  species  appear  on  the  Malabar  coast  at  intervals,  and 
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although  none  were  obferved  by  Hume  or  myself  on  the  Maksdn 
coast  in  December  and  February,  Butler  found  this  Tern  comoKift 
there  and  in  Karachi  Harbour  in  the  latter  part  of  the  spring  and 
in  summer.  Probably  it  migrates  to  the  southward  in  winter,  for 
Yidal  observes  that  flocks  reach  the  neighbourhood  of  Batnagiri 
about  September  and  Februar}'  in  an  exhausted  condition.  S,  dhl- 
(jena  has  been  found  to  breed  on  low  islands  in  the  Eed  Sea  and 
Persian  Gulf. 


1506.  Sterna  fluviatilis.    The  Common  Tern. 

Sterna  fluviatilis,  Neum,  Isis,  1810,  p.  1848;  Hume  8f  Hendem, 

Lah.  to  larA:.  p.  303;  Hume,  S.  K  iv,  p.  472 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  886; 

Lefff/e,  Birds  teyl,  p.  1015  ;  Damson,  S.  F,  x,  p.  418 ;  Saunden^ 

Cat.  B.  M.  XXV,  p.  54. 
Sterna  hirundo,  L.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  227,  pt. ;  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  292 ; 

Jerd<m,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  8m>;  v.  Pelzeln,  Ibis,  1808,  p.  321  j  Hume. 

S.  F.  i,  p.  282;  C.  H.  T.  Marshal/,  Ibis,  1884,  p.  425. 
Sterna  tibetana,  Saunders,  P.  Z,  S.  1876,  p.  640 ;  Blanford,  S,  F.  y, 

p.  485. 

The  European  Tern,  Jerdon. 

Coloration,  Forehead  and  upper  lores,  crown,  nape  and  sides  of 
the  head  as  far  down  as  the  lower  edge  of  the  orbit,  black ;  back 
and  wings  ashy  grey,  1st  primary  with  the  outer  web  black  and  a 
strip  of  the  inuer  web  near  the  shaft  blackish,  remainder  of  inner 
web  white ;  2nd  primary  less  black,  and  with  less  white  on  the 
inner  web,  secondaries  edged  with  white  ;  rump,  upper  tail- 
coverts,  and  inner  webs  of  tail-feathers  white,  outer  webs  of  the 
same  grey,  darkest  on  the  long  outermost  pair ;  lower  lores,  cheeks, 
chin,  throat,  wing-lining,  and  under  tail-coverts  white ;  breast 
and  abdomen  very  pale  grey,  with  a  vinous  tinge. 

In  winter  the  forehead  is  white,  or  mottled  with  white,  the 
crown  streaked  with  black,  and  the  lower  parts  whitish.  Young 
birds  have  a  broad  white  forehead,  the  hind  head  sooty  black,  a 
white  collar,  a  dark  band  along  the  smaller  wing-coverts,  and  white 
underparts.  Very  young  birds  have  the  usual  broad  bufiE  outer 
and  brown  inner  margins  to  the  feathers  of  the  upper  parts. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  in  the  breeding-season  coral-red,  much  duller 
in  winter,  and  blackish  in  young  birds.  The  tip  of  both  mandibles 
is  always  blackish. 

Length  14;  tail  5  to  7*5,  depth  of  fork  3  to  5;  wing  lO'o ; 
tarsus  -8  ;  bill  from  gape  2. 

Bistributmi,  Temperate  regions  of  Asia,  Europe,  and  North 
America,  ranging  into  Laddk  and  the  higher  Himalayan  valleys, 
and  occasionally  in  winter  visiting  parts  of  India  and  Ceylon. 
Most  of  the   birds  obtained   on   the  coasts  of  Southern  India, 

Cevlon,  and  the  Malav  Peninsula  are  immature. 

•  *  

Habits,  tj-c.  The  common  Tern  of  Europe  is  found  equally  on 
rivers,  lakes,  and  the  sea-coast;  it  is  essentially  a  fish-eating 
species,  and  breeds  in  May  and  June,  on  sandy  or  pebbly  tracts 
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near  the  shore,  laying  three  eggs  ot  the  asaal  character.    The  nest 
is  often  on  shingle  ahove  high-water  mark. 

The  true  S.  hirundo,  L.  (S.  macntra,  auct.)  breeds  in  north 
temperate  and  arctic  regions,  but  has  been  found  migrating  in 
winter  as  far  as  South  Africa  and  South  America.  Stragglers 
might  be  met  with  in  India.  The  coloration  is  very  similar  to 
that  of  S,  fluviaiUiSy  but  adults  may  be  recognized  by  having  the 
bill  entirely  red,  and  birds  of  all  ages  by  the  tarsus  being  shorter 
than  the  middle  toe  without  the  claw. 

1507.  Sterna  longipexmis.    NordmanrCB  Tern, 

Sterna  longipennis,  Nordmann  in  Ennans  Heise,    p.  17   (1835) ; 

Hume,  Cat  no.  986  bis ;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  Af.  xxv,  p.  67. 
Sterna  tibetana,  apud  Hume,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  158,  nee  Saunders. 

Coloration,  Similar  to  that  of  S.  Jluviatilis,  except  that  the  bill 
is  always  black  and  the  feet  are  blackish.  Adults  are  darker  in 
colour,  both  above  and  below,  but  the  difference  is  not  great.  All 
the  measurements  appear  identical,  or  nearly  so,  except  those  of 
the  bill,  which  is  altogether  smaller,  and  measures  about  1-75  from 
the  gape. 

Distribution,  The  Eastern  coasts  of  Asia  and  the  neighbouring 
islands  from  Kamtchatka  to  New  Guinea.  Immature  specimens 
identified  by  H.  Saunders  have  been  obtained  in  the  Malay  Penin- 
sula by  Davidson  and  others ;  and  one  example,  now  in  the  British 
Museum,  was  collected  by  Legge  in  Ceylon,  in  June. 

1508.  Sterna  dongalli.     The  Roseau  Tern. 

Sterna  doupralli,  Mont.  Orn,  Diet.  SuppL  (1813) ;  Legge,  S.  F.  iii 
p.  876 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  294 :  Butler,  S,  F.  v,  p.  327 ;  vii, 
p.  188 ;  Hftme  <$•  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  492 ;  Hume,  Cat.  do.  985  bis ; 
iegge,  Birds  Ceyl  p.  1033 ;  Parker,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  488 ;  Oates,  B.  B, 
ii,  p.  425 ;  id.  in  Humes  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  301 ;  Saunders, 
Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  70. 

Sterna  paradisea,  apud  Keys.  «$*  Bias.  Wirb.  Eur.  p.  247  (1840),  nee 
Briinn. ;  Bfyth,  Cat.  p.  292 ;  id,  Ibisy  1807,  p.  177 }  Walden,  Ibis, 
1874,  p.  149. 

Sterna  gracilis,  Gould,  P.  Z.  S.  1845,  p.  76 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  pp.317, 
501. 

Sternula  korustes,  Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  318. 

Coloration.  In  breeding-plumage  the  crown,  with  the  forehead, 
upper  lores^  sides  of  head  to  lower  edge  of  orbit,  and  upper  part 
of  hind  neck  black ;  lower  lores,  cheeks,  sides  of  neck,  and  a  collar 
round  the  hind  neck  white ;  back  and  wings  pale  pearl-grey ; 
rump  and  tail  paler,  outer  tail-feathers  white ;  outer  web  of  1st 
primary  black,  except  near  tip ;  inner  web  blackish  near  shafts, 
inner  border  of  all  primaries  and  secondaries  to  the  tips  white, 
and  also  the  outer  border  of  the  secondaries  near  the  end  ;  lower 
parts  throughout  white,  suffused  with  delicate  pink,  evanescent  in 
dried  skins. 
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In  winter  the  forehead  is  spotted  with  white,  and  the  lovrr 
parts  are  nearly  white.  Young  birds  have  the  upper  parts  whit<a 
with  dark  brown  intermarginal  bands  on  the  feathers,  and  all  the 
primaries  dark  grey,  the  first  almost  black,  with  conspicuous  wfait« 
inner  borders. 

Bill  black,  red  at  base ;  irides  dark  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  scarlet. 

Length  16 ;  tail  6*5  to  7*5,  depth  of  fork  4  to  6 ;  wiug  9  ; 
tarsus  "75  ;  bill  from  gape  2. 

Distribution,  Coasts  of  the  temperate  and  tropical  Atlantic  and  of 
the  Indian  Ocean.  This  Tern  has  not  hitherto  been  recorded  with 
certainty  on  the  west  coast  of  India,  though  it  is  said  to  have  beea 
seen  in  Sind,  but  it  is  far  from  rare  in  Oylon  and  at  the  Andaraans, 
and  was  obtained  by  Davison  on  the  coast  of  Southern  Tenasserim. 

Habits,  ^c.  A  sea-tern,  usually  seen  near  the  coasts.  Mr.  Parker 
found  a  colony  breeding  on  a  sandbank  near  Adam's  Bridge,  North- 
west Ceylon,  in  June.  Each  clutch  contained  one  or  two  eggn^ 
laid  in  a  small  hollow  in  the  sand  very  little  above  high-water 
mark ;  the  epgs  were  brownish  or  greenish  grey,  spotted  and 
blotched  as  usual,  and  measured  about  1*58  by  1*12. 

1509.  Sterna  Binensis.     The  White-Shafted  Tertdei. 

Sterna  sinensis  Om.  Si/sf.  Nat  i,  p.  flOS  (1788);  Hume,  8,  F.  v, 
p.  826;  •</.  Cat.  no.  988  bis:  Leffffe,  Birds  CeyL  p.  1019;  Parker^ 
S.  F,  ix,  p.  490 ;  Oaies,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  430 ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E, 
*2iid  ed.  iii,  p.  812,  partim ;  Su^mdern,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxv,  p.  113. 
ternula  sinensis,  Holdsicorth,  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  481 ;  Leyge^  8.  F. 
lii,  p.  877 ;  iv,  p.  246. 

StHmula  minuta^  apud  Oates,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  349  ;   Wardl.-Batns.  Ibis, 
1877,  p.  472. 

Coloration.  A  broad  arrowhead-shaped  white  patch  on  the 
forehead,  the  posterior  angles  ruuRing  back  above  the  eyes  ;  crown, 
nape,  and  broad  loral  band  from  crown  to  base  of  culmen  black, 
including  the  orbit,  and  extending  above  bur.  not  beneath  it,  and 
separated  beneath  by  a  narrow  white  stripe  from  the  upper  man- 
dible ;  back,  rump,  and  wings  pale  pearl-grey ;  shafts  of  all 
primaries  whitt^ ;  outer  web  of  outer  primary  and  inner  web  near 
the  shaft  dark  grey  or  blackish,  both  primaries  and  secondaries 
with  much  of  the  inner  web  white,  and  the  outer  web  of  the  second- 
aries near  the  end  also  bordered  with  white ;  upper  tail-coverts  and 
tail,  with  the  whole  of  the  lower  parts  and  the  cheeks,  white. 

In  winter  the  white  forehead  is  broader  and  the  tail  shorter. 
Young  birds  have  the  crown  greyish,  lores  mostly  white,  primaries 
dark  grey,  the  shaft  of  Ist  primary  M'hite,  of  others  brownish, 
tail-feathers  greyish.  In  very  young  birds  the  back-feathers, 
scapulars,  and  teftiaries  are  brown,  with  bufFy-white  borders  and 
centres,  the  crown  mixed  white  and  black,  the  nape  blackish  with 
white  edges. 

Bill  in  summer  yellow,  broadly  tipped  with  black;  in  winter 
dark  brown  ;  indc^  brown  ;  legn  and  feet  orange-yellow  in  summer, 
reddish  brown  iu  winter  (Gates), 
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Length  10  ;  tail  3-5  to  6*5,  depth  of  fork  1-75  to  3-4 ;  wing  7 ; 
tarsus  '65 ;  bill  from  gape  1'7. 

Distribution.  Ceylon,  Burma,  probably  the  east  coast  of  India, 
and  throughout  South-eastern  Asia  and  its  islands  to  Japan  in  one 
direction,  and  Australia  in  another. ' 

HahiU^  4^ c.  The  habits  of  the  three  small  Terns  found  in  India  are 
similar.  They  are  found  on  large  rivers  and  tidal  estuaries,  on  salt 
lagooDs,  and  sometimes  on  the  open  coast,  feeding  chiefly  on  fisb. 
They  breed  on  sandbanks  in  rivers  and  on  the  coast,  in  March  and 
April  in  Pegu,  and  from  June  to  August  in  Ceylon,  and  lay  two  or 
three  eggs,  varying  in  colour  from  pale  drab  to  brownish  buff, 
broadly  spotted  and  streaked,  and  measuring  about  1*24  by  *94. 

151 0.  Sterna  minuta.    The  Little  Tem. 

Sterna  tninuta,  Linn.  St/fL  Nat.  i,  p.  228   (170G);    Uume,   Cat. 

no.  988 ;  Reid,  ^S.  F.  x,  p.  86;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  116. 
Stemiila  minuta,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  292 ;  Jerdon^  B.  I.  iii,  p.  840 ;  Hume 

&r  Hendera.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  303 ;  HumCy  N.  <$•  E.  p.  054  ;  id.  S.  F. 

ii,  p.  49. 
Sterna  gouldi,  HunWy  S.  F.  v,  p.  320;  CrippSj  S.  F.  vii,  p.  314; 

Hume^  Cat.  no.  988  quat. ;  id.  8.  F.  ix,  p.  131 ;  xi,  p.  St'K). 
Stemula  gouldi,  Bally  S.  F.  vii,  p.  233. 

This  closely  resembles  iS.  einensie,  but  is  smaller,  with  consider- 
ably shorter  outer  rectrices ;  the  two  outer  primaries,  as  a  rule, 
with  dark  webs  and  sullied  brownish  shafts,  the  shaft  of  the  second 
very  often  much  browner  than  that  of  the  first ;  the  upper  tail- 
coverts  and  tail  generally  tinged  with  grey ;  bill  shorter. 

Len^h  9 ;  tail  3  to  3"7,  depth  of  fork  1*5  ;  wing  6'75  ;  tarsus 
•65  ;  bill  from  gape  1'5. 

Distribution.  Europe,  the  greater  part  of  Africa  in  winter,  and 
Western  and  Central  Asia  with  Northern  India,  as  far  south  as  the 
Grodiivari.  Specimens  have  been  obtained  in  Burma,  and  even  in  Java. 

The  form  breeding  in  India  was  distinguished  by  Hume  as 
j8^.  gouldi,  chiefly  because  of  its  greyish  rump  and  of  the  shafts  of 
the  first  primary  being  whiter  than  that  of  the  second,  but  these 
differences  are  not  constant. 

Habits,  Sfc.  Similar  to  the  last.  In  Northern  India  this  Tern 
breeds  on  sandbanks  in  rivers  from  March  to  the  beginning  of 
May,  in  the  same  localities  as  those  selected  by  Sterna  seena, 
S.  melanogaster,  Ehynchops  albicoUis,  and  Glareola  lactea,  all  of 
which  lay  earlier  than  S,  minuta,  or  in  similar  places. 

1511.  Sterna  sanndersi.    The  ElacJc-shafted  Temlet. 

Steroula  minuta,  Jerdony  B.  I.  iii,  p.  840,  pt. ;  Hwne,  S.  F.  iv, 
p.  469 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  v,  p.  324. 

Sterna  saunderfti,  Hume,  8.  F.  v,  p.  325 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  i)88  ter ;  Vidal, 
8.  F.  iz,  p.  96 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  131 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  441 ;  Legye^ 
Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1023 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  430 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom, 
N.  H,  Soc.  VI,  p.  297  ;  Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  120. 
VOL.  IT.  1 
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This  is  very  closely  allied  to  S.  fi^nM  and  8.  tyitnulo,  bol  it 
has  a  paler  mantle ;  the  upper  taiUcoverts  and  tail  are  grey  Kke 
the  hack,  only  the  long  outermost  rectrices  being  white,  and  the 
first  three  primaries  have  the  shafts  and  outer  webs  and  the  inner 
webs  near  the  shafts  blackish,  strongly  contrasting  with  the  pure 
white  inner  borders  of  the  feathers.  The  bill  too  is  straigbter 
and  slenderer. 

Length  9;  tail  3,  depth  of  fork  1*1;  wing  6*75;  tarsus  •<>; 
bill  from  gape  1*6. 

Distnb%Uion,  Coasts  of  the  Indian  Ocean  from  South  Africa  to 
Burma,  with  the  Bed  Sea,  Persian  Gulf,  &c.  This  species  has 
been  found  at  Kardchi,  Batnagiri,  Ceylon,  the  Laccadives,  Madras, 
and  Lower  Pegu. 

ffabiu,  ^'c.  very  similar  to  those  of  the  last  two  species,  bnt 
apparently  this  is  even  more  of  a  sea-coast  bird.  The  eggs  were 
taken  at  Karachi  by  Butler  in  May  and  June,  and  Legge  found 
birds  breeding  in  Ceylon  from  June  to  August. 

1512.  Sterna  melanaachen.    Ute  Blaclc-naped  Tern. 

Stems  melanauchen,  Temm.  B.  Col.  pi.  427  (1827);  Bluthy  J.  A.  8.  R. 

ZY,  p.  878 ;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  429 ;  id,  in  Hume  9  N.  <$•  E.  2Dd  ed. 

iii,  p.  802;  Sauwierfty  Cat.  B,  M.xiy,  p.  126. 
Hydrocbelidon  marginata,  Bli/th,  J,  A,  S,  B.  xv,  p.  878 ;  id.  Ibis, 

18(W,  p.  40. 
Onychoprion  melanauchen,  Blythy  Cat,  p.  208;  Jerdon,  B,  L  iii, 

p.  844 ;  Blair,  Ibis,  1866,  p.  2>1 ;  BaU,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt  2, 

pp.  84,  248  ;   Wal^Ien,  Ibis,  1874,  p.  149. 
Sternula  melanuuchen,  Hume,  S.  F,  li,  p.  819. 
Sterna  sumatranaP,  Rafi.,  Hume,  S.  F,  r,  p.  325;    Hume  8r  Dap, 

S,  F,  vi,  p.  408;  Hume^  Cat  na.  991. 

Coloration,  Forehead,  crown,  and  most  of  tbe  lores  white ;  a 
broad  black  nuchal  band,  forming  a  slight  crest  at  the  nape,  is 
continued  forward  to  the  eyns,  and  in  front  of  each  of  these  is  a 
narrow  black  band  terminating  in  a  point  and  not  reaching  the 
bill ;  a  broad  white  collar  behind  the  nape :  remainder  of  upper 
parts  very  pale  pearl-grey  ;  outer  rectrices  white ;  inner  borders  of 
quills  the  same,  outer  web  of  Ist  primary  blackish ;  cheeks  and 
lower  parts  white  with  a  roseate  tinge. 

In  winter  plumage  there  is  rather  less  black  on  the  nuchal  and 
ocular  band.  In  young  birds  the  black  of  the  nape  is  browuish,  . 
there  is  a  dark  band  on  the  smaller  wing-corerts,  and  the  ouVr 
primaries  are  dark  grey  on  both  sides  of  the  shafts.  In  stilt 
younger  birds  there  are  concentric  brown  bars  on  the  mantle  and 
tail-feathers,  and  brown  tips  to  the  feathers  of  the  crown. 

Bill  black,  the  extreme  points  of  both  mandibles  pale  yellowish 
horny  ;  irides  wood-brown  ;  feet  black  (Hume), 

liength  13-5,  tail  6  ;  depth  of  fork  3 ;  wing  8'6 ;  tarsus  '7 ; 
bill  from  gape  2. 

Distribution,  Chiefly  insular,  throughout  the  tropical  parts  of 
the  Indian  Ocean,  the  Malay  Archipelago,  and  North  Australia; 
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north  to  the  Loo-choo  Islnnds,  and  east  to  the  Friendly  and 
Navigator  Groups.  This  Tern  is  common  at  the  Andamans  and 
NicobarSt  and  is  occasionally  obtained  on  the  Burmese  coast. 

Babiu,  ^Ck  An  oceanic  Tern,  keeping  much  to  the  high  seas 
near  tropical  islands.  It  breeds  at  both  the  Andamans  and 
JVicobars,  on  little  rocky  islets,  between  the  middle  of  May  and  the 
beginning  of  August,  and  lavs  two  eggs — yellowish,  pinkish,  or 
greenish,  and  double-spotted — on  coral  or  sand ;  the  eggs  measure 
l'5iS  by  1*12  on  an  average. 

1513.  Sterna  anssstheta.    The  Panayan  Tern. 

Sterna  ansstheta  *,  Scopolt\  Del,  Faun,  et  Flor,  InnAr.  it,  p.  92  (1783) ; 
Lepge,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  577 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  iv,_p.  474  j  Butler,  8.  F.  v, 

5.  301 ;  Hume  ijr  Djtp.  S.  I,  vi,  p.  403 ;  Butler,  S,  F  vii,  p.  178 ; 
lume,  Cat,  no.  092 ;  Leffffe,  Birde  Ceyl,  p.  1040;  Butler,  8.  F,  ix, 
p.  441 ;  Oates,  B.  B,  n,  p.  4:H  ;  Barnett,  Birds  Bam,  p.  433 ;  id. 
Jour,  Bom.  N,  H,  Soc,  vi,  p.  300 ;  Oates  in  HumeB  N.  <$-  E,  2nd  ed. 
iii,  p.  300 ;  Aitken,  Jour.  Bom,  N,  JET.  Soe,  iz,  p.  496 ;  Saunders, 
Cat.  B.  M.  XXV,  p.  101. 
Sterna  panayensu),  Om.  ^st.  Nat,  i,  p.  G07  (1788). 
Onychoprion  anasthsetus,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  293 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  844; 
Ball,  8,  F,  i,  p.  90 ;  Hume,  8.  F,  ii,  p.  320. 

The  Brown-winged  Tern,  Jerdon. 

Coloration.  Forehead  and  superciliary  stripe  extending  beyond 
orbit  white ;  crown,  nape,  and  loral  stripe,  extending  to  the  bill 
and  just  including  the  orbit,  black ;  hind  neck  light  grey ;  bock, 
wings,  rump,  and  tail  dark  greyish  brown,  basal  three-fourths  of 
long  outer  pair  of  rectrices  and  their  outer  edges  to  the  tip  white ; 
primaries  blackish  brown,  portions  of  inner  webs  whitish  ;  cheeks 
and  lower  parts  white ;  breast,  abdomen,  and  flanks  more  or  less 
suffused  with  grey,  often  tinged  pinkish. 

In  winter  the  upper  plumage  is  browner  and  less  grey,  and  the 
feathers  of  the  crown  and  lores  are  dark  brown  with  pale  edges. 
This  phase  apparently  lasts  but  a  short  time.  Young  birds  have 
the  crown-feathers  white  with  dark  shaft-streaks,  the  nape 
blackish,  the  lores  white  with  black  specks,  and  the  feathers  of  the 
upper  parts  with  rufous  or  whitish  edges. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  black  ;  irides  deep  brown  {Hume). 

Length  14-5 ;  tail  6  to  7*5,  depth  of  fork  Ji  to  4 ;  wing  9"0 ; 
tarsus  '8  ;  bill  from  gape  2. 

Distribution.  Tropical  and  subtropical  seas.  This  Tern  is 
generally  distributed  on  the  Indian,  Ceylonese,  and  Burmese 
coasts,  abounding  at  times  on  the  reefs  of  the  Laccadives,  and 
breeding  at  Viiigorla  Eocks  and  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

Habits^  4'c.  This  and  the  next  species  approach  the  Noddies  in 
colour  and  habits,  and  are  Oceanic  Terns,  being  often  seen  far 
from  land,  especially  around  oceanic  islands.     Frequently  flocks 

♦  This  name  is  variouslj  spelt  anaethetua,  anaeiheia,  anostluetuB,  an- 
UMiAetiu,  &c. 

t2 
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oE  this  bird  make  their  appearance  on  shore  after  high  wiildBYand 
this  is  the  Tern,  as  Hume  notices,  that  commonly  alighta  on 
ships  to  roost  at  night.  It  feeds  on  >«hatever  can  be  picked  up 
from  the  sea,  cbielij  small  fish  and  crustaceatas^  Home,  in 
February,  found  numerous  rotten  and  addled  eggs  and  dried 
carcases  of  this  bird  on  the  Yin^orla  Eocks,  showing  that  it  must 
have  bred  there  in  great  numbers  in  the  monsoon.  It  lays 
usually  a  single  whitish,  rather  finely  spotted  egg,  sometimes  two, 
measuring  about  1*72  by  1*2,  and  makes  a  small  hollow  lor  its 
nest  amoDgst  grass. 

1514.  Sterna  faliginosa.    The  Sooty  Tern. 

Sterna  fuligino^a,  Gm.  Syst  Nat  i,  p.  606  (1788) ;  Lfffffe,  &  F.  iii, 
p.  378 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  477  ;  id.  Cat,  no.  992  bis ;  Legge,  Birdi 
Ceyl.  J).  1036 ;  ButUr,  S,  F.  ix,  p,  441 ;  Oatea,  S.  F.  x,  p.  247  ;  id. 
B,  B.ii,!^  432 ;  Barnes ^  Birds  Mom.  p.  433  ;  Oates  in  JSume^e  N. 
i^  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  303  ;  Saunders,  Cat  B,  M.  xxv,  p.  106. 

Onychoprion  fuligiuoea,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  440. 

CoZoraiton  very  similar  to  that  of  S.  ancestheta,  but  much  darker; 
the  white  frontal  band  is  broader,  but  the  superciliary  portion  of 
it  only  extends  to  just  above  the  eye ;  the  dark  loral  stripe  is  more 
oblique — it  reaches  the  bill  nearer  to  the  gape,  and  extends  above 
the  eye.  The  upper  surface  is  sooty  black,  breast  and  throat 
white,  abdomen  and  lo^Aer  tail-coverts  more  or  less  suffused  with 
grey. 

In  winter  the  crown  and  lores  are  speckled  with  white.  Young 
birds  are  sooty  brown  throughout,  paler  below  ;  lower  abdomen 
whitish  ;  feathers  of  the  upper  parts  with  white  tips,  which  are 
broadest  on  the  scapulars  and  terriaries. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  black,  or  blackish  with  a  dull  purplish  tinge  ; 
irides  deep  brown  (Bxirne),  • 

Lengtli  17 ;  tail  6*5  to  7'5,  depth  of  fork  3*5  to  4'5 ;  wing  11-5 ; 
tarsus  '0  ;  bill  from  gape  2'3. 

Distribution,  Tropical  and  subtropical  seas.  This  Tern  is 
met  with  occasionally  on  the  Indian  coasts,  and  breeds  on  the 
Laccadives.  * 

Babits,  ^'f.  This  is  perhaps  even  more  an  ocean-bird  than  S.  an- 
(estheta,  and  is  known  to  sailors  as  the  *'  Wide-awake."  It  feeds  on 
fish,  cephalopods,  and  Crustacea  picked  up  from  the  sea,  and  it  breeds 
on  oceanic  islands,  one  of  its  most  famous  breeding-places  being  that 
known  as  "  Wide-awake  I'air,"  on  the  island  of  Ascension.  It  is 
said  by  some  observers  to  lay  a  single  egg,  but  Hume  found  two 
or  three  in  each  nest  on  Chcrbaniani  Keef,  in  the  Laccadives,  where 
the  Sooty  Terns  were  breeding  in  great  numbers  in  February,  and 
were  found  to  feed  their  young  entirely  on  small  cephalopoda  of 
the  genus  Sepiola.  The  eggs  vary  much,  but  are  usually  whitish 
with  numerous  red-brown  spots,  and  measure  about  1*94  by  1*34. 


Genus  ANOTTS,  Stephens,  1826. 

Bill  long  and  slender,  culmea  considerably  curved  towards  the 
tip ;  nostril  in  s  groove,  mui;fa  farther  from  the  base  of  the  bill 
than  in  Sterna;  tarsus  short,  much  shorter  than  the  middle  toe 
without  claw ;  feet  large,  toes  fuUy  webbed.  Wing  long,  first 
quill  longest ;  tail  long,  cuneate,  the  third  or  fourth  pair  of  feathers 
from  the  outside  longest,  considerably  exceeding  the  outer  feathers. 
The  whole  plumage  is  very  dark. 

The  Noddies,  as  they  are  called,  are  a  group  of  tropical  oceanic 
birds  allied  to  the  Terns,  but  having  a  much  slower,  heavier  flight 
and  very  different  habits.  They  live  in  the  open  sea  and  settle  on 
the  water  to  feed  on  floating  mollmca  or  dead  fish,  or  offat.  In 
the  British  Museum  Catalogue  they  are  divided  into  two  genera, 
Anoat  and  Mleranout ;  but  the  differences  are  not  great,  and  it  is 
more  convenient  to  class  the  two  species  found  in  Indian  seas  in 
one  generic  group. 

Key  to  the  Speciei. 

a.  Fourth  pair  of  rectricBafh>m  outside  longest ; 

bill  Btout,  sDg-le  of  lower  mandible  uearer 

to  tip  thau  to  gape;  crown  gnjy    A.  ttolidui,  p.  825. 

b.  T)i\fA  pair  of  reclncea  from  outside  loDge.it ; 

bill  slender,  augle  of  lower  mandible  equi- 
distant from  lip  and  gape ;  crown  white  . .     A.  leiicorapillus,  p.  320, 

1515.  Anotu  stoUlsB.     The  No<fd;/. 
Stems  stolids.  Linn.  Syirf.  Nai.  i,  p.  327  (1768). 
Anous  Btolidm,  Blgth,  Cat.  p,  293 ;  Jerdun,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  845 ;  Bat/. 
H.  P.  i,  p.  90 ;   Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  320;  iv,  pp.  42i>,  478 ;   Leggr, 


S.  F.  iv,  p.  247 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  v,  p.  301  ;   Rame  Jj-  Dav. 

-    ">3;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  SW-t :   '  " "■" 

..       J;  Oatei,  B.  B.  ii,  f.  4-     ,  .  , 

2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  31'i;  Bamet,  Bird*  Bom.  p.  433;  Saandtri,  Cat. 


p.  493 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  SW-t :  Legse,  Bird*  Ctyt.  p.  1043 ;  Hume.  ■ 
"   "-  - "    "    '-'         ■"■      ■'    ■(  Jlat    •     ■'    '    " 


H.  F.  I,  p.  247;  Oatei,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  434;  id.  ih  //ume*  A'.  ^  E. 
"nd  ed.  iii,  p.  31".;   "^  "■>■-.  —     ~       . 

(.  M.  XIV,  p.  \m. 


/ 


Coloraii-yn,  Forehead  and  crown  pale  grey,  passing  on  the  nape 
into  greyish  brown,  and  this  again  into  the  dark  smoky  or  eboco- 
h»te-brown  of  the  upper  and  lower  surface  generally  ;  lon-s  black 
above,  passiDg  into  the  dark   leaden  browu  of  tbe  cheeks  and 


tliroal ;  primaries  and  wcondariea  bleckifb ;  tail-feathers  Tcrr 
dark  :  wing-tiaing  slaty  grtv. 

Young  birds  are  browutrr  and  pEkler,  and  have  the  lorehcad  and 
crown  greyish  brown. 

Bill  black,  oniuge  at  the  Angle  of  the  gape ;  irides  deep  brown  ; 
legs  and  fet^t  diisky  vinous  purple  {Ifume). 

Length  16  :  tnil  6 ;  wing  I0-.5  :  lariius  1 :  bill  from  gape  2-3. 

DUtribiition,  Tropiwil  and  subtropical  aeivs.  This  bird  is  fomid 
occasionally  on  the  Indian  coasts,  and  has  been  recorded  from 
Makr^n,  the  lAccadives  (where  it  breeds),  Ceylon,  and  several 
parts  of  the  Hay  of  Bengal,  especially  the  S'icobar  Islands. 

HiAiU,  ^e.  Those  of  the  genus.  Hume  found  Noddies  of  this 
species  in  large  numbers  breeding  on  Cherbaniani  Eeuf,  one  of 
the  Laccodives,  and  just  beginning  to  hiy  in  the  second  neek  ia 
February.  Only  one  egg  is  laid  by  each  bird;  it  is  vhltisb  aa  a 
rule,  very  sparinjily  strotted  with  da'ik  l»own  and  pale  purple,  aiid 
measures  about  liOS  by  1-38. 

1510.  AnoaB  lencocapillDB.     The  White-Jitrulfd  Nodilt/. 
AnoTis  leucocspilltia.  O'.uld,  P.Z.H.  iKJo.  p.  \QS;  Savidrr; P.  Z. S. 

1876,  p.  670.  pi.  hi,  Ik-.  3;   Ji««ie,  S.  f.  iv,  p,  4tW;    irf.   CU. 

no.  0B4  bia  ;  Oalei,  B.  B.  ii.  p.  43S. 
Anous  meb«nf.gen^B,  Grai/,  Gen.  U.  m,  p.  (161,  pi.  182  (1W6). 


Aaous  tenuirostns,  ajtud  ISisth.  J.  A.  S.  B.  iv,  p.  S7.t;  id.  Cat. 
p.  S!»3i  id.  Ibin,  1866.  p.  40;  18li7,  p.  178:  Jfrdon,  B.  L  HI. 
p.  8411;  BiMvan,  Ibis,  le67.  p.  33J  ;  I8C8,  p.  406;  Jlnrnf.  Cat. 


no.  904;  Oaies,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  4%:  nfc  Sterna  t«nuira«tris,  Temn. 
Anous  aenei:.  apud  Bttme.  S.  F.  ii.  p.  821 :  iv,  p.  480 :  nw  LnnA. 
Micttuious  Itfucocapillus,  Saundert,  Cat.  B.  M,  xxv,  p.  146. 

Cotoration.  Forehead  and  crown  nhite,  passing  into  aeiiy  gfvy 
and  then  into  dark  brown  on  the  nape :  lores  and  chin  jet-bWk ; 
sides  of  neck,  throat,  and  fore  neck  black  with  a  grey  wash ;  rest 
of  plumage  blackish  brown. 

Younger  birds  are  dark  brown:  but  the  lores  are  black  and  the 
forehead  and  crown  while  at  all  ages. 

Bill  black ;  iris  brown  ;  tarsi  and  toes  blackish  brown  (Lat/ard), 

Length  13 ;  tail  4'r5  :  wing  9 ;  larsns  "8  :  bill  from  gape  2-1 . 

Ditlribution.  Tropical  sea*  generully.  This  species  lias  been 
repeatedly  seen  and  accasiuually  obtained  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 
Blyth  received  a  specriuen  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  and 
■  here  is  a  skin  in  the  Hume  culleciiun  from  Minieoy.  The  habita 
resemble  those  of  A.  tlolidujt. 

Gi/yi»  Candida  (Qm.)  is  prohably  found  at  times  in  Indian  aeos. 
There  is  a  skin  in  tbe  Lerden  Museum,  collected  by  Dussuniier 
and  labelled  Bengal,  and  Hume  believes  he  has  twice  seen  this 
bird  (S.  F,  vii,  p.  447)  ;  but  before  including  the  species  in  the 
Indian  list  further  evidence  is  desirable.  IF  found,  tbe  White 
Noddy,  as  it  is  called,  may  be  easily  recognized  by  its  pure  vrhite 
plumage,  black  bill,  and  blue  irides.  The  tail  resembles  that  oE 
Anoiu  in  shape.     Wing  0-5  ;  tarsus  very  short,  "^ 
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Subfamily  RHYNCHOPIN^. 

Both  mandibles  greatly  compressed,  the  upper  considerably 
shorter  than  the  lower,  convex  on  both  sides  towards  the  base. 
Greneral  form  slight,  Tern -like. 

The  bill  of  a  young  Uhynchopt^  wheu  the  bird  is  hatched, 
resembles  that  of  a  Tern. 


Genus  BHTNCH0P8,  Linn.,  1766. 

Culmen  curved ;  lower  mandible  knife-like,  flexible,  truncated 
at  the  end  and  closely  maiked  on  the  side  with  minute  oblique 
ridges ;  nostrils  elongute,  near  base  of  upper  mandible  and  near 
commissure,  and  opening  in  an  irregular  hollow.  Wings  very 
long,  1st  long  quill  longest ;  tail  short,  slight  ly  forked.  Feet  small ; 
webs  between  toes  with  concave  edges  ;  tarsus  longer  than  middle 
toe  and  claw. 

Five  species  are  known,  of  \\hich  three  are  American,  one  is 
African,  one  Indian. 

1517.  Bhynchops  albicollis.     Tlie  Indian  Skimmer  or 
Scissors-bill.     (Fig.  ^^,  p.  2d6.) 

Bhjnchops  alhicollis,  Sicains.  An.  in  Mtnag.  p.  SCO  (1838);  BlytJf, 
Cat  p.  290 ;  Irfy,  Ibis,  lo61,  p.  i'40  j  Jerdon,  li,  L  iii,  p.  847 ; 
Hume,  S.  F,  i,  p.  286 ;  Ball,  JS.F.  ii,  p.  440 ;  iv,  p.  237  ;  BtUltr, 
S.  F,  iv,  p.  32;  v,  pp.  2^6,  235;  A,  Anderson,  R  Z.  S.  1877, 
p.  807 ;  Wardl,  Hams.  Ibis,  1877,  p.  472;  Hume  ^  Lav.  S.  F.  vi, 
p.  493 ;  Lavias.  ^  Wend.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  93 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  90 ; 
Bali,  ibid.  p.  233;  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  314;  Htime,  Cat  no.  995; 
Butler,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  441 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  87  ;  Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  436 ; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  434  ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  3'.  H.  Soc.  \i,  p.  302 ; 
Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  351 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  A" .  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  310 ; 
Saunders,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  159. 

Panchira,  II. 

Coloration.  Forehead,  lores,  cheeks,  neck  all  round,  and  all  lower 
parts  white ;  crown,  nape,  back,  and  wings  blackisli  brow^n  ;  secon- 
daries broadly  tipped  white,  tertiaries  and  scapulars  narrowly  edged 
with  white  near  the  tip  ;  middle  of  rump,  middle  tail-coveits,  and 
inner  webs  of  median  rectrices  blackish  brown  ;  sides  of  rump  and 
of  upper  tail-coverts  and  remainder  of  tail  v^hite. 

Bill  deep  orange,  yellovush  at  the  tip  of  both  mandibles ;  irides 
brown  ;  legs  bright  vermilion-red. 

Length  16-5 ;  tail  4*6 ;  wing  16 ;  tarsus  1*1 ;  lower  mandible 
from  gape  3*5  to  4,  upper  mandible  half  an  inch  to  an  inch 
shorter. 

Distribution.  The  larger  rivers  of  India  and  Burma.  This  bird 
is  unknown  in  Ceylon. 

Habits,  ^*c.  The  Indian  Skimmer  is  usually  seen  on  broad  and 
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smooth  rivers  down  to  the  tideway,  not  in  torrents  nor,  so  far  as 
is  known,  on  tlie  sea,  though  occasionally  a  few  birds  may  haunt 
lar^e  open  tanks,  and  even  jheels.  They  are  usually  found 
in  the  morning  and  evening  flying,  often  in  scattered  flocks,  ratber 
slowly  close  to  the  water,  now  and  then  dipping  their  bills  in  the 
stream,  as  shown  in  the  vignette  on  p.  296.  During  the  day  the 
flocks  generally  rest  on  sandbanks.  They  certainly  catch  fish  at 
times ;  I  once  found  a  fish  in  the  stomach  of  a  Skimmer  on  the 
Nerbiidda,  and  others  have  done  the  same,  but  as  a  rule  nothing 
but  a  yellowish  oily  fluid  is  found,  and  the  use  of  the  very  peculiar 
beak  that  this  bird  possesses  is  still  unknown.  This  species  breeds 
on  sandbanks  in  rivers  about  March  and  April,  and  lays  four  eggs 
in  a  small  depression  in  the  sand.  The  eggs  vary  in  tint,  pale  buff 
or  stone-colour,  greenish  or  greyish  white,  blotched  and  streaked 
with  dark  brown  and  pale  inky  purple,  and  they  measure  about 
1-63  by  1-18. 


Family  STERCORARIlDiE. 

The  Skuas  are  an  interesting  group  of  Gull-like  birds  that  live 
mainly  by  robbing  Gulls,  Terns,  and  Petrels  of  their  food.  Bold, 
active,  and  armed  with  a  strong  bill  and  sharp  claws,  a  Skua 
pounces  on  other  sea-birds  and  forces  them  to  drop  any  fish  or 
other  food  they  may  have  secured,  and  this  food  is  seized  by  the 
robber  often  before  it  reaches  the  water.  At  times  Skuas  feed  on 
eggs,  on  young  or  sickly  birds,  or  on  small  mammals.  They  are 
dark-coloured  birds,  and  breed  in  high  latitudes,  laying  as  a  rule 
two  olive  eggs  sported  with  brown. 

The  bill  somewhat  resembles  that  of  Gulls  in  shape,  but  is  con- 
siderably broader  at  the  base  :  the  culmen  is  greatly  curved  at  the 
tip^  and  the  upper  mandible  bent  over  the  end  of  the  lower;  but 
there  is  a  woll-develo})ed  horny  cere  extending  more  than  half  the 
length  of  the  bill,  and  with  the  anterior  part  of  its  lower  border 
overhanging  the  nostrils.  The  lower  mandible  is  straight,  and  the 
angle  very  near  the  end.  The  claws  are  greatly  curved  and  very 
sharp,  the  anterior  toes  long  and  fully  webbed,  hind  toe  small, 
and  the  tarsus  strong  and  shielded  in  front.  Wings  long  and 
pointed,  1st  long  quill  longest;  tail  long  and  rounded,  with  the 
two  middle  featlun^s  projecting  Iwyond  the  others,  sometimes  for 
several  inches.  Skuas  are  distinguished  from  Gulls  by  having 
well-developed  functional  coDca,  and  by  having  only  one  notch  on 
each  side  of  the  postt^rior  margin  of  the  sternum. 

The  Skuas  have  been  divided  into  two  genera  on  account  of 
slight  difi'erences  in  the  bill  and  tail ;  but  the  only  two  species 
satisfactorily  identified  as  occurring  within  Indian  limits  belong  to 
the  same  ir^nus. 
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Oenus  STEBC!ORABIUS,  Brisson,  1760. 
Characters  of  the  familj. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Wing  about  18;  median  rectrices  pointed  .    S.  crepidatui^  p.  339. 

b.  Wing  14 ;  median  rectricefl  rounded  at  end.     S,  pomatorhinuSf  p.  330. 

1518.  Stercorarius  crepidatns.    Richardson's  Skua. 

Larus  crepidatns^  Banks  in  Cook^s  Voy.  {HawktsworiK s  ed.)  ii,  p.  15 

(1773)  (descr.  nulla) ;  Gmel.  8,  N.  i,  p.  602  (1788). 
Stercorarius  parasiticus,  apud  Schaeffer,  Mus.  Orn.  p.  62,   pi.  37 

(1789)  ;  IluTM,  S,  F.  i,  p.  268 ;  nee  Linn, 
Stercorarius  crepidatns,  Vieill.  Notio.  Diet.  d'Hist,  Nat,  xxxii,  p.  153  ; 

Saunders,  Col.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  827. 
Stercorarius  asiaticus,  Hnmey  S.  F.  i,  p.  270 ;   Bufler  ^  Hume,  S.  F. 

\y  p.  294 ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  977  ter ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  422. 


Fig.  74. — Head  of  8.  crepidatas,  immature,     j. 

Coloration.  Crown,  nape,  lores,  and  sides  of  head  to  beneath 
the  orbit,  with  a  patch  at  the  side  of  the  lower  mandible  below  the 
gape,  dark  brown,  darker  behind,  but  passing  into  whitish  at  the 
base  oE  the  bill;  cheeks,  ear-coverts  and  their  neighbourhood, 
lower  parts  to  vent,  and  a  narrow  collar  round  the  neck  (sharply 
defined  in  front,  but  not  behind)  white ;  throat  and  collar  more  or 
less  tinged  with  glossy  straw-colour,  and  very  often  a  pale  brown 
gorget  across  the  upper  breast ;  all  upper  parts  from  the  neck, 
the  wings  above  and  below,  tail,  lower  tail-coverts,  feathers  around 
Tent,  thigh-coverts,  flanks,  and  axillaries  dark  brown  ;  all  shafts  of 
primaries  white. 

•  There  is  also  a  dark  variety,  which  is  dark  brown  throughout, 
generally  rather  paler  below  than  above,  and  tinged  with  yellow 
round  the  neck.  Intermediate  forms,  with  more  or  less  of  the 
lower  surf  ace  brown,  also  occur. 

Young  birds  are  dark  brown  above,  the  edges  of  many  feathers 
mottled  with  rufous ;  lower  ptirts  brown,  chin  to  fore  neck  streaked 
with  paler  brown ;  rest  of  lower  plumage  irregularly  barred  with 
brown  and  white  or  rufous.  In  a  further  stage  (as  in  the  type  of 
S.  asiaticus)  the  upper  parts  are  blackish  brown,  the  crown  streaked 
whitish,  hind  neck  and  back  more  or  less  barred  and  fringed  with 
the  same,  and  some  of  the  upper  tail-coverts  broadly  banded 
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brown  and  rufiiscent  white ;  lower  part*  vrbite,  with  brown,  rather 
irregular  crossh.irs  on  sides  at  neok,  fore  neck,  breast,  flanks,  and 
lower  t*t! -coverts. 

Hill  brown ;  cere  pale  greenish  brown ;  iriUea  brown  ;  legs  and 
feet  dull  blnck  (//-nie). 

Length  iihoiit  2ii;  Tail  without  niiJdIo  pair  of  feathers  5,  the 
raiddle  feathers  1  to  3  im-hes  longer;  wing  13;  taraus  1'75;  bill 
from  gnpe  S. 

lHtrifna:<m,  This  Skua  breeds  in  Arctic  and  Subarctic  region*, 
down  to  lat.  SS",  and  ta  found  in  ii-inttr  in  many  parta  of  the  world, 
ranging  m  far  f-oulh  aa  New  &a1nnd,  tlie  Cupe  of  Hood  Hope,  and 
Rio  Janeiro,  It  is  br  no  means  rare  at  that  seiison  on  the  Midtran 
and  8ind  roaats,  and  noma  were  seen  bv  Captain  Butler  m  late 
in  the  year  as  June.  There  qui,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Howani  8aund<-rs  «as  right  in  idenlifviug  &  atiullcvs  with 
Kichardsou'a  Skua. 

1519,  StercorariuB  pomatorhinns.     The  PomatmhiM  Skmi. 
U'stris  iiomftrhmus,   Tfmm.  Man.   ifOm.  p.  514  (1615):   JerititH, 

B.  I.  iii.  p.  mn. 
li'Atarracia  pomHrinn,  Bli/th,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxvui,  p.  418. 
Lestria  pomstorhinuH.  lilyth,  Birda  Iturm.  p.  ll». 
rileri?ornrius  puniBtprhiniu',  Uumv  Sr  Vav.  S.  F.  m,  r.  4iO:    ffurrf, 

Cat.  mi.  977  bie ;    OaUt,,  B.  b.  ii,  p,  413 ;  Sauiidi-it,  Col.  B.  M. 

s-xv.  p,  322. 

This  ia  n  larger  apecies  than  S.  crepidatitf,  but  similar  in 
plnmi^e,  except  tliat  the  eap  is  bluckish  and  without  any  whitish 
frontal  margin,  and  that  the  throat  and  collar  are  more  stnmgly 
tinged  with  glossy  brownish  yellow;  rheie  is  aorae  white  barring 
on  the  hind  neik  behind  ihe  collar,  and  the  lower  fore  neck,  upper 
breast,  and  lower  abdomen  are  dark  brown,  more  or  less  barred 
and  mottled  with  white.  The  middle  tail-feathers,  too,  are  blunt 
and  rounded  at  the  end,  nul  pointed.  Bark  forma  aUo  occur,  as 
in  S,  trrfiiiUilvt. 

Bill  hom-bruwn,  bluish  on  the  cere;  irides  brovii;  lega  and 
feet  black. 

Length  21:  tail  5'£5,  the  middle  tail-fenthera  2  to  4  inches 
longer  ;  ning  14  ;  tarsus  2-2  ;  bill  from  gape  2. 

Dittribiilioa.  The  Pomalorhinc  Skna  bn'tds  noMh  nf  the  Arctic 
( irele,  but  ranges  widely  in  winter,  and  has  been  shot  in  Anstralia, 
l^utb  Africa,  and  South  America.  A  single  specimeu  waa  once 
obtained  by  Col.  Tickell  at  Moulmein. 

.A.  single  sjiecimen  of  the  Antarctic  Skua.  Sfrrton'riv»  (or 
Mf</aliiti-ii)  aniarrtietit,  was  brought  iilive  to  Major  Legee  at 
Colombo,  in  Ceylon,  but  under  circumat antes  which  made  it 
doubtful  whether  it  had  been  captured  in  the  island  (Birds  Ceyl, 
p.  lUoO,  footnote).  This  Skua  is  a  lorgc  bird,  with  a  « ing  of  about 
IH  inches,  dark  brown  above  and  jaler  btown  be'ow,  inhabiting 
tho  Southern  Ocran. 


Order  XIX.  STEGANOPODES. 

This  order  coatnins  the  Pelicans,  Frigate-birds,  Cormorants, 
OannetB  or  BoobieH,and  Tropic-birds — all  distinguished  by  having 
the  four  toes  united  by  a  web  (fig.  76),  There  is  agreatdifEerence 
betwettn  the  preceding  order — thu  schizognathous  Gavite — and  that 
now  under  consideration.  The  Stcganopodes  are  desmognathous 
birds,  distinctly  connected  with  the  Accipitres,  and  might  have 
followed  the  diurnal  Birds  of  Prey  iu  the  classification.  The 
orders  to  be  hereafter  discussed  have  more  or  less  connexion  with 
the  Stegnnopodea. 

The  principal  characters  of  the  present  order  are  the  following : — 
All  four  toss  united  by  web,  the  hiillitx  well  developed  and  turned 
inwards.  Skull  desmognatbous  and  holorhioal;  basi pterygoid  pro- 
cesses absent;  angle  of  mandible  tmncnted.  Furcula  generally 
anchylosed  to  keel  of  8teHH|ttBast  in  Sula  nnd  Phaethon.  Oil- 
gland  tufted  ;  csca  ▼uMH^Ite''*  rudimentary.  Deep  plantar 
tandons  united  by  -    *  ^nd  only  a  slender  portion 
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of  the  ^ej:or  hngut  hallucit  reaches  the  hallux.  Aquincuhltnl ; 
aflerehaft  rudimentary  or  wanting;  plumage  oE  the  neck  con- 
tinuous, without  apteria.     The  eggs  are  somewhat  variable^  the 


Toung  are  liatched  blind,  either  naked  or  covered  with  down,  but 
in  all  oases  undergo  a  protracted  downy  Btage,  duriog  which  they 
are  faelpleas  and  fed  by  the  parent  birds. 

FiimUin  of  Slegatiopodtt, 

a.  Web   between   toes  deeply  emarginfite  ;   tail 

fnrktd FregatidM. 

b.  Web  between  toeanolemBTginatti;  tailrouDiled 

or  cuuente. 
a:  Middle  taJI'featben  not  greatly  produced  ; 
nostrils  not  pervious. 

a".  Siie  verv  largf  :  bill  lony,  flattened Pelecttnldia. 

A".  Size  iDoderale  :  bill  comprM.'Mjd. 

a'.  Itill    slender,   suboylindricfil,   or   very 

eloniiiite  and  pointed  ;  noHlrils  small .     Phalacrocoracldta. 
A'.  Dill  stout,  conical ;  no  external  nostrils.  Snllda. 
A',  Middle  lail-ftsatbers  greitly  produced  ;  nos- 

triU  pervious FhaSttumtidfl. 


Family  PELECANID^. 

This  family,  like  Fhaeihontidtr,  Sulid(r,  and  Frtifatida,  consists  of 
a  single  living  genus,  wbicb  is  distributed  throughout  the  warm 
nud  temperate  regions  of  the  earth.  There  are  17  cervical  ver- 
lebrip.  The  ambiens  and  all  other  of  the  characCerislic  thigb- 
muHi'los  are  abseot,  except  the  femoro-caudal.  No  Hyringcal 
muflcles. 

OenuH  FELECAKUS,  Linn.,  1768. 

I'pper  mandible  depressed,  narrower  and  higher  at  the  hMe, 
broader  and  flattened  towards  the  end,  composed  of  a  median  bar, 
convex  externally,  continuing  the  whole  length  of  the  bill,  and 
(ermintting  in  a  strongly  hooked  nail,  and  of  two  latentl-portious. 
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each  separated  from  the  median  har  by  a  very  narrow  but  distinct 
groove,  in  the  basal  part  of  which  the  small  nostril  opens.  Lower 
mandible  thin,  of  two  flexible  arches  supporting  a  large  pouch  of 
naked  membrane.  Sides  of  head,  including  the  eyes,  without 
feathers.  Wings  ample ;  tail  short ;  tarsus  compressed,  reticulate 
in  front. 

Pelicans  are  found  in  all  the  warmer  regions  of  the  world. 
Four  species  occur  in  India. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Feathers  of  forehead  terminate  in  a  point. 
a\  Tail-feathers  22 :  bill  from  gape  in  female 

10-12,  ia  miUtf  14-16  in P.  roeeus,  p.  333. 

b'.  Tail-feathera  24:  bill  in  both  sexee  17- 

18  in P.  onocj'otaluSf  p.  334. 

b.  Feathers  of  for^^head  end  in  front  in  a  trans- 

verse concave  line ;  22  rectiices. 
o'.  Wing  26-20  ;  hill  from  prape  14-18  in.  . .     P.  rrispus^  p.  335. 
d.  Wing  22-24 ;  hill  13-14  in P.  phUippensis,  p.  335. 

The  habits  of  all  Pelicans,  so  far  as  is  known,  are  similar.  These 
birds  are  found  on  marshes,  rivers,  backwaters,  or  the  sea,  some- 
times singly  or  in  small  numbers,  but  often  in  large  flocks.  They 
fly  well,  with  the  neck  bent  and  the  head  close  to  the  shoulders, 
and  often  ascend  to  great  heights  in  the  air.  They  walk  badly, 
and  are  seldom  seen  on  land ;  they  swim  well  and  strongly,  but 
they  never  dive.  They  live  on  fish,  and  when  in  flocks  often 
capture  their  prey  by  forming  in  single,  double,  or  even  triple 
lines  across  a  piece  of  water,  and  drivingj  the  fish  before  them  by 
beating  the  water  with  their  wings.  When  the  fish  are  driven 
into  shallow  water,  the  Pelicans  scoop  them  up  into  their  pouches. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  Indian  names  for  Pelicans  : — 
Nawagil^  Gur/un  hher^  Gang  goya^  Penr^'Jalasincl,  H. ;  Bellua,  Birua 
or  Bherua,  Behar ;  Gara-polo  or  Gora-paUo,  Beng. ;  Chinka-baiu^ 
Tel. ;  Madde-pcra^  Tam. ;  Kulukedai,  Ceylonese  Tamils ;  Kula 
Kidar^  Singh,  Sekhawe^  (P.  rvseus),  Woon-boh  (P.  philippensis)^ 
Burm. 

1520.  Felecanns  roseos.     The  Eastern  White  Pelican, 

Pelecanus  roeeue,  GmeK  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  570  (1788)  ;  Walden,  Tr,  Z.  S, 

ix,  p.  245  ;  OateJi,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  239. 
Pelecanus  javanicus,   Hm'sf,   Tr.  Linn.  Soc.   xiii,  p.  197   ("1821) ; 

Blyth,  Cat.  p.  297  ;  id.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xviii,  p.  821 ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii, 

p.  857  ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  179 ;   Httme  ^'  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  494  ; 

Cripps,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  314 ;  Hume,   Cat,  no.  1003 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x, 

p.  87 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  496  j  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  437 ;  Hume, 

S.  F.  xi,  p.  351. 
Pelecanus  mitratus,  apud  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  856,  pt. ;  Sclater, 

P.  Z.  8.  1868,  p.  266,  fig.  3  ;  nee  Licht. 
Pelecanus  minor,  apud  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  1 80  j  Elliot,  P.  Z.  S. 

1869,  p.  580 ;  Oatesy  S.  F.  x,  p.  247 ;  nee  Riipp. 
Pelecanus  ouocrotalus^  apud  Jerdon,  B,  /.  iii,  p.  854 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i, 
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pp.  128,  388,  pt;  Adam,  ibid,  p.  403;  BaU,  8.  F,  vii,  p.  289; 
Hume,  S.  F.  x,  p.  502 ;  Doig,  ibid,  p.  510. 

'  The  European  JMiean,  Cre$ted  Pelican,  and  Zener   White  BeHfOm, 

Jerdon, 

Coloration,  Adults  are  white,  deeply  saffused  with  rosy  pink 
when  in  full  breeding-plumage ;  ftll  primaries  and  primary-coverts 
black ;  secondaries  black,  with  white  outer  borders  that  become 
broader  on  the  inner  feathers,  some  of  which  and  some  scapulars 
p:euerallv  have  a  narrow  outer  blackish  edge ;  a  patch  of  elongate 
feathers  on  top  of  breast  yellow  or  ochreous. 

Young  birds  have  the  scapulars,  the  wing-feathers,  quills  and 
coverts  above  and  below,  and  the  tail-feathers  brown ;  primaries 
black ;  head,  neck,  and  lower  parts  more  or  less  mixed  or  tinged 
with  dull  ferruginous  red. 

There  is  no  true  crest  in  the  mnle ;  the  feathers,  in  a  line  or  mane 
along  the  back  of  the  neck,  are  slightly  lengthened,  and  it  is  only 
in  old  females  that  a  crest  about  4  inches  long  occurs.  Tail- 
feathers  22. 

In  adults  the  npper  mandible  is  blue,  slightly  mottled  with 
white  on  the  median  rib,  red  at  the  sides,  nail  coral-red ;  basal  half 
of  lower  mandible  blue,  red  at  the  margins,  terminal  half  yellow  ; 
pouch  gamboge-yellow  ;  face  yellow  ;  iris  lake-red ;  tarsus  and  toes 
pink,  webs  yellow.  .  In  young  birds  the  bill  is  blue  faintly  margined 
with  black,  nail  pale  chestnut,  pouch  ochre-yellow,  face  violet,  iris 
orange,  le^s  yellowish  white,  the  front  of  the  tarsus  and  toes 
blackish  ( Oatfs). 

Length  of  male  about  62  ;  tail  8 ;  wing  27  ;  tarsus  5 ;  bill  from 
gape  14  to  Ifi.  Females  are  smaller :  length  54 ;  tail  7 ;  wing  24 ; 
tar>ius4*5;  bUl  10  to  12. 

Dittribution.  Eastern  Asia  and  the  Malay  Archipelago.  A 
winter  visitor  to  Burma  and  to  many  parts  of  India,  where,  how- 
ever, it  passes  gradually  into  the  next  species. 

1521.  Pelacanna  cnocrotaluB.    The  Whiu  or  Foaate  Pelican. 

Poleoanus  onocrotalus,  Linn,  Syst,  Nat.  i,  p.  215  (1766) ;  Blyth,  Cht. 
p.  297 :  ^Sf'fater,  P,  Z,  S.  1808,  p.  204,  figs.  1,  2 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  i, 
pp.  128,  288,  pt. ;  Butler,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  32;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  1001 ; 
ta.  S.  F.  X,  p.  488  ;  Barnes,  Juur,  Bom,  N.  H,  Soc.  vi,  p.  803  *. 


This  only  differs  from  P.  roeeue  in  its  larger  size  and  longer  bill, 
in  having  (he  frontal  region  much  swollen,  and  in  posseftsing 
24  rectrices  instead  of  22.  There  is  also  apparently  less  difference 
in  size  and  in  the  length  of  bill  betv^een  the  sexes. 

Length  of  male  about  72  ;  tail  8  ;  wiug  28 ;  tarsus  5*5 ;  bill 
from  gape  18.     Females  are  smaller. 

*  Some  of  the^p  referenres  probably  belong  to  P.  roaetu^  but  as  I  he  two  forui 
paiw  into  each  oiber  iu  lodia,  it  ia  iin|.0Mible  to  disentnngle  Uie  i^rnoDymy. 
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Distribution,  Soathem  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  and  South- 
western  Asia.  Some  of  the  White  Pelicans  found  in  Northern 
India  in  the  cold  season  belong  apparently  to  this  species,  but  the 
g<*eater  number  are  intermediate  in  size  and  other  characters 
between  P.  onocrotalits  and  P.  roseu9, 

1522.  Peleca&UB  criBpus.     The  Dalmatian  Pelican, 

(Fig.  75,  p.  331.) 

Pelecanus  ciispos,  Bruchf  Isia,  1832,  p.  1109;  ScltUer,  P.  Z.S,  1868, 
p  267  ;  Hume,  Ibia,  1868,  p.  235 ;  ElUot,  P,  Z.  S.  1869,  p.  682 ; 
Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  288 ;  iv,  pp.  33,  40 ;  vii,  pp.  98.  448 ;  td.  Cat. 
DO.  1004  bis ;  Meui,  S.  F.  x,  p.  87 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  494 ;  JDoi^,  ibid. 
p.  503  ;  Bai'nes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  436. 

Coloration,  Silvery  white ;  the  back-feathers,  scapulars,  greater 
and  median  wing-coverts,  tertiaries,  and  upper  tail-coverts  with 
black  shafts;  primaries  aud  primary-coverts  black,  ends  of  secondary 
quills  ashy  brown,  whitish  on  edges ;  tail  pure  white  in  old  birds. 
Peathers  of  head  and  neck  soft  and  curly,  without  any  dark  bases  ; 
crest  broad  and  thick,  but  not  long.  There  appears  to  be  no  change 
of  plumagd  at  the  breeding-season,  except  the  assumption  of  a  yellow 
breast-patch  of  lengthened  feathers. 

Young  birds  are  more  or  less  brown  on  the  upper  parts,  wings, 
and  tail,  and  the  neck-feathers  have  dark  ba«tes.  The  adult  plumage 
is  gradually  assumed,  and  in  this  and  other  Pelicans  requires  three 
or  four  years  for  completion. 

Bill  in  adults  dusky  plumbeous;  edges  of  upper  and  lower 
mandibles  for  the  terminal  two-thirdi  yellowish ;  nail  orange ; 
pouch  light  primrose  to  pale  fleshy,  but  in  the  breeding-season 
deep  orange-red ;  cheeks  and  orbits  yellow ;  irides  white  ;  legs  and 
feet  pale  plumbeous.  In  young  birds  the  bill  is  horny  brown  or 
grey,  lower  mandible  and  pouch  creamy  white,  cheeks  and  orbits 
the  same,  irides  pale  yellow  (Hume). 

Length  of  male  72 ;  tail  9  ;  wing  28 ;  t-arsus  4*5 ;  bill  frrn) 
gape  17.     Females  are  smaller  :  wing  26  ;  bill  14. 

Distribution,  South-eastern  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  and  South- 
western Asia  as  far  east  as  India.  This  Pelicau  is  a  winter  visitor 
to  Oudh,  the  North-west  Provinces,  the  Punjab,  SInd,  and  Baluch- 
istan, and  abounds  at  the  season  nam<^d  in  the  dhundhs  or  marshes 
of  Sind,  on  the  Indus,  and  on  the  Makran  coast.  Either  this  or 
P,  onocrotalus  breeds  near  Fao,  at  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf. 

1523.  Pelecanus  philippsnsia.     The  Spotted-billed  Pelican, 

Pelecanus  philippensis,  Gmel,  Syst.  Nat,  i,  p.  671  (1788);  Blt/th^ 
J.  A.  S,  B,  XV.  p.  374 ;  id.  Cat,  p.  297 ;  Jerdofi,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  8o8  • 
Blifth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  180;  Sclater,  P,  Z,  S,  1868,  p.  268:  1871' 
p.  a33,  fiR-a.  2,  3 ;  Hwm,  N,^Kji.6oS;  id,  S.  F  i,  p.  288 ;  ii* 
p.  324;  BiUler  ^  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  33;  Oat^s,  S.  F.  \,  p.  169^ 
Hume  4r  Duv.  S,  F.  vi,  p.  495;  Oates,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  41 ;  bav  * 
Wend,  ibid,  p.  93;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  10r>4;  BtOler,  S.  F.  i3c,p.442; 
Beid,  S.  F,  x,  p.  87 ;  Oates,  ibid.  p.  247 ;  Hume,  ibid,  pp.  499, 501  • 
id.  S.  F.  xi,  p.  3ol ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  d.  43**  ' 
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• 

Pelecanus  phjiippinensis,  Wa/den,  Tr,  Z,  S,  ix,  p.  246 ;  Legge^  BiidB 

O?^/.  p.  1198. 
Pelecanus  manillensis,  apud  Oates^  B.  B  ii;  p.  236 :  id,  m  Humes 

N,  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  276;  nee  Gmel. 

The  Grey  PeUcariy  Jerdon. 

Coloration,  In  breeding-plumage  (September  to  February)  the 
greater  part  of  tbe  plumage  is  white ;  the  lower  back,  upper 
rump,  flanks,  vent-feathers,  and  lower  tail-coverts  vinaceous  pink  ; 
crown  and  neck-feathers  short,  curly,  « hite,  dark  brovrn  at  the 
base;  a  slight  crest  and  a  ridge  or  mane  of  longer  brownish 
feathers  down  the  back  of  the  neck ;  scapulars,  median  and  greater 
wing- coverts,  and  upper  tail-coverts  with  black  shafts  ;  lesser  and 
median  secondary-coverts  elongate  and  pointed ;  primaries  and 
primary-coverts  black  or  dark  brown,  termiual  halves  of  secondaries 
blackish  or  brown;  tail  light  aphy  brown. 

Young  birds  and  old  birds  from  March  to  August  have  the  head 
and  neck  white,  with  black  bases  to  the  feathers;  back  white; 
rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  and  flanks  white,  with  brown  shafts- 
stripes  ;  wings  and  tail  brown  ;  lower  plumage  whify  brown  ; 
wing- coverts  short,'  not  lanceolate.  Both  breeding  and  non- 
breeding  plumages  are  assumed  by  a  moult.  The  full  breeding-dress 
is  not  assumed  till  the  Fourth  year;  in  the  second  and  third  yeais 
the  assumption  is  only  partial.  Mr.  Gates,  who  kept  Pelicans  for 
beveral  years  and  studied  the  changes  of  plumage,  has  given  a  full 
account  of  them. 

Bill  pinkish  yellow,  the  lateral  portions  of  the  upper  mandib1<) 
with  large  bluish-black  spots;  the  nail  and  terminal  halves  of  both 
mandibles  orange-yellow,  the  central  portions  of  the  wdes  of  the 
lower  mandible  smeared  with  bUiiHh  black;  pouch  dull  purple, 
blotched  and  spotted  with  bluish  black  ;  eyelids  and  skin  round 
the  eye  orange-yellow,  skin  in  front  of  the  eye  livid;  irides  stone- 
\ihite,  varying  to  pale  yellow  clouded  with  brown ;  legs  and  feet 
very  dark  brown  (Oaleg),     Tail-feathers  22. 

Length  57;  tail  7'5;  wing  22;  tarsus  3*5;  bill  from  gape  14. 
Females  are  a  little  smaller. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  better-waterea  tracts  of  India, 
Ceylon,  and  Burma,  and  the  whole  Oriental  Kegion. 

Hahits,  Sec.  This  is  the  only  Pelican  that  has  been  observed  to 
breed  within  Indian  limits.  Several  breeding-places  have  b^en 
noticed  in  Ceylon,  where  the  breeding-season  is  bet\^een  December 
and  March.  Jerdon  states  that  he  visited  one  breeding-place  in 
the  Carnatic,  but  the  birds  were  absent,  and  of  late  years  no 
authentic  account  of  Pelicans  breeding  in  India  has  appeared.  In 
Burma,  however.  Gates  visited  a  forest  near  Shwe-gyen,  on  the 
Hittanp,  where  this  bird  breeds  in  enormous  numbers  in  November, 
making  its  nests  of  sticks  on  high  trees,  there  being  from  three  to 
flit  ecu  nests  in  one  tree.  The  area  in  which  these  birds  breed 
is  about  20  mih^s  lojig  by  5  broad.  The  epgs,  three  in  number, 
are  white  and  chalky,  always  greatly  soiled  during  iDcubation,  and 
they  measure  about  3  by  2*15. 


PBIOiTIDI.  337 

FamUy  FREGATID^. 

This  family  is  formed  bj  a  single  gauus  containing  the  Frigate- 
birda — rather  large  dark-coloured  oceanic  birds,  which  far  surpa's 
all  other  Stegaoopodes  in  expanse  of  wing,  and  greiitly  rest^mble 
Accipitrine  birds  in  their  mode  of  flight.  Although,  on  in  other 
families  of  the  present  order,  all  four  toes  are  uniied  by  a  mein- 
br^ne,  the  web  in  uuch  less  developed  than  in  the  allied  foriu^. 
The  tarsus  is  broatl  and  very  abort.  Furcula  anchjiosed  to  keel  of 
sternum  ;  nostrils  not  pervious.  Cervical  vertebra  15 ;  syriogeal 
muscles  present ;  ambiens  flnd  femoro- caudal  developed,  tlie  other 
characteristic  thigh -musi'lea  wanting. 

Frigate-birds  breed  on  oceanic  islands'.  The  nt«t  of  sticks 
is  pluoed  on  rocks  or  on  bushes,  and  a  single  white  e^'g  is  laid. 

Genus  FEEOATA,  Brisson,  1760. 

Bill  long,  straight,  and  strongly  booked  at  the  end,  both  man- 
diUes  being  curved  downward  at  the  tip;  culmen  flutlened,  lateral 
grooves  deep,  bifurcating  at  the  dertrura  or  nail,  and  the  lower 
branch  terminating  in  a  notch  iu  the  margin;  nostrils  in  the 
groove,  baeal  and  linear.  A  large  naked  gular  pouch.  Wings 
very  long  and  poiated  ;  1st  quill  considerably  the  longest.  Tail 
of  i  2  feathers,  deeply  forked.  'I'arsus  very  shori,  feathered :  middle 
toe  longest ;  web  between  toes  deeply  emarginule ;  flaws  long, 
curved,  that  of  middle  toe  pectinated  inside. 

Two  or  three  species  are  known  and  range  throughout  tropical 
seuti ;  two  have  been  laken  within  Indian  limits. 

Key  to  tJte  Speeiu. 

a.  Bin  from  ga{ie  about  5  inches -K  aquila,  p.  ■"J^i'*. 

i.  Bill  from  gape  about  375  bchea    -'■'■  "'"''i  P-  "'■''^■ 


Fig.  77.— Hosd  of  F. 


Frigate  or  Man-o'-war  Birds  are  well  known  to  seamen  from 
their  remarkably  powerful  dight,  and  from  iho  ush  they  make  of 
their  speed  in  pursuing  tianuels,  Gulls,  and  Terns  in  order  to  rob 
them  of  their  prey.  The  Frigate-birds  live  by  piracy  in  tropiial 
seas,  just  as  the  Skuas  do  in  colder  iatiludes ;  but  the  species 
of  frujata  do  not  couhue  tbemselves  tonish  takeu  by  other  birds : 

you  ly,  z 
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tbey  ofteu  capture  flying-fisheB,  cuttle-fishep,  crabs,  or  even  young 
turtles. 

1524.  Fregata  aqoila.     The  Frigate-bird  or  Man-of-war  Bird, 

Pelecanns  aquilus,  Litm,  Syst.  Nat,  i,  p.  216  (1766). 
Attagen  aquilus,  Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  853. 

Fregata  aqui] a,  Hunter  Cat,  no.  lOUO;  Legge,  Birds  CeyL  p.  1204; 
Oates,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  227. 

Coloration.  Mais  black  throughout,  richly  glossed  with  metallic 
purple  and  green  on  the  head,  neck,  back,  and  scapulars,  le^s 
richly  on  the  wings  and  tail. 

Ftwales  have  the  whole  brenst  white,  this  colour  extending  back 
laterally  on  to  the  flanks,  the  bock  brownish  bla(*k,  and  all  the 
smaller  wing- coverts  and  the  inner  median  coverts  with  pale 
brown  or  whitish  edges. 

Young  birds  have  *he  head,  neck,  breast,  and  middle  of  abdomen 
white,  the  head  nnd  neck  often  tinged  with  ferruginous,  and  the 
lower  breast  sometimes  blackish  brown  ;  wing-coverts  as  in  the 
adult  female.     In  worn  plumage  the  back  and  quillM  are  brown. 

Bill  bluish  grey ;  irides  red  (sometimes  black)  ;  gular  skin,  legs, 
and  feet  red. 

Length  about  40;  tail  16-19;  wing  22-25;  bill  from  gape 
4-5-5-25. 

Distribution.  All  tropical  seas  and  oceans.  This  bird  has 
been  occasionally  obtained  on  the  coast  of  India.  Jerdon  mentions 
receiving  a  specimen  that  had  been  shot  near  Mangalore,  and  there 
is  a  skin  from  Ceylon  in  the  British  Museum. 

1525.  Fregata  ariel.     The  Smaller  Frigate-bird, 

Attsgen  ariel,  Gouldy  Gray,  Gen.  B.  iii,  p.  660  (1846)  (descr.  niillii)  ; 

Gotdd,  Biid$  Australia,  vii,  pi.  72  (lb48) ;  Lagard,  A.  M.  A.  Ii. 

(2)  xiv,  J).  271. 
Attagen  minor,  apud  Iloldstvorthj  P.  Z.  S.  1872,  p.  482 ;  nee  Pele- 

canii8  minor,  Gm. 
Fregata  minor,  apud  Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  447  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  1000  bii«; 

Legge,  Birds  Cegl,  p.  1208 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  119 ;  Oates,  B.  B. 

ii,  p.  228. 

Coloration  similar  to  that  of  F.  aquila,  except  that  the  adult 
male  has  a  large  white  patch  on  each  tlaiik,  and  the  female  a  white 
or  whitish  collar  round  the  base  of  the  neck.  This  species  is,  how- 
ever, much  smaller,  with  a  shorter  and  more  slender  bill.  Young 
birds  have  the  breast  blackish  brown,  and  only  the  head,  neck, 
and  abdomen  white. 

Bill  grey ;  irides  red ;  gular  skin  red ;  eyelids,  legs,  and  feet 
black  in  males;  red  in  females.  In  the  young  the  irides  are 
bltick ;  bill  and  feet  blackish  white  (*  Challenger '  Keporta). 

Tail  about  13;  wing  20;  bill  from  gape  3*5-4. 

Vistrilfution.  Tropical  parts  of  the  Indian  and  Pacific  Oceans  aa 
far  east  as  the  Society  Islands.  This  Frigate-bird  appears  not  to 
be  rare  on  the  coaat  of  Osylon,  where  several  examples  have  been 
obtained. 
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Family  PHALACROCORACID.E. 

The  CormoranU  and  Dartera  are  diTiug  Gsherg  with  black  or 
blackish  plumage  on  the  upper  parts,  and  very  often  on  the  luwer 
also.  They  have  a  longish  neek,  a  somewhat  slender  and  elongate 
bill,  and  stiff  tail-feathers.  The  nostrils  are  small  and  not  per- 
vious. Cervical  vertebrs  20.  Ambiens,  femoro-caudal,  and  seaii- 
tendinosua  muscles  present,  tbe  two  accessory  tbigh-muscle« 
vantuig.     Syringeal  muscles  present. 

There  are  two  subfamilies  thus  distinguished;  each  contains  a 
■ingle  genus : — 

Bill  booked  at  tips,  margins  oF  com- 
missure smooth Phataeroeoraeina,  p.  340. 

Bill  straight,  pointed,  margins  toothed.    Plotince,  p.  343. 
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Subfamily  PHALACROCORACIN^. 

Genus  PHALACBOCOBAX,  Brisson,  1760. 

Bill  of  moderate  length,  rather  slender,  compressed;  culmen 
rounded,  sharply  hooked  at  the  end,  a  long  narrow  groove  on  each 
^ide,  bifurcating  at  the  dertrum  or  nail,  and  the  lower  branlftb  run- 
ning to  the  commissure.  A  gular  pouch,  naked  anteriorly.  WingB 
of  moderate  length  ;  2nd  quill  usually  longest.  Tail  rounded  or 
cuneate,  of  12  or  14  stiff  feathers.  Tarsus  short  and  compressed  ; 
toes  flattened;  claws  much  curved. 

This  genus  contains  about  1^7  species,  which  are  of  almost  world- 
wide distribution.     Three  are  Indian. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Tail  of  14  feathers ;   wing  about  13  in.  long    .  •  P.  carho,  p.  340. 
6.  Tail  of  12  feathers. 

t'.  Wing  about  10-6  in R/uscicollui,  p.  341. 

b\  Wing  about  8  in IKJavanicits,  p.  342. 

All  Cormorants  live  on  fish,  which  they  capture  by  diving,  and 
all  are  extremely  voracious.  They  swim  much  immersed  in  the 
wat^r.  When  resting  after  fishing,  they  sit  on  rocks,  on  stumps 
or  branches,  and  often  remain  motionless  with  their  wings  partially 
expanded.  They  have  a  powerful  sustained  flight ;  but  rise  from 
the  water  heavily  and  with  difficulty,  flapping  for  some  distance 
along  the  surface.  They  make  their  nests  of  twigs,  lined  with 
grass  or  seaweed,  and  placed  on  trees  or  rocks,  and  the  eggs  are 
elongate-oval  with  a  chalky-white  superficial  layer,  beneath  which 
the  shell  is  bluish  green. 

1526.  Phalacrocorax  carbo.     The  Large  Cot^xorant, 

Pelecanus  carbo,  Linn.  Syst  Nat.  i,  p.  216  (1766). 

Phalacrocorax  carbo,  Pallas,  Zooyr.  Rosso-Asiat.  ii,  p  297  ;  Hume  fy 
Lav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  496;  Bally  S,  F.  vii,  p.  234 ;  Doiy,  ibid.  p.  469; 
HumCj  Cat.  uo.  10^)5 ;  Scully ,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  3(J4 ;  Zcyyc,  Birds 
Ceyl.  pp.  118i>,  122.S;  Scully,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  594;  Betd,  S.  F.  x, 
p.  87 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  231  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  4SS ; 
Hume  ^  Cripj/8,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  ii62 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N,  ^  E.  2nd 
ed.  iii,  p.  270 ;  Barnes,  Jow:  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  304 ;  Bulkley, 
op.  cit.  \\\,  p.  544. 

Graculus  albiventer,  Tickell,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xi,  p.  463  (1842). 

Graculus  carbo,  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  298;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  lii,  p.  861 ;  Hume, 
S.  F.  \,  p.  280 ;  Adam,  tbid.  p.  403 ;  Oates,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  349 ;  v, 
p.  169  ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  33 ;  Doiy,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  377. 

Ghoyur,  Pan-kowa,  Jal-hnca,  H. ;  Tin-yyi,  Burm.  These  names  are 
lised  f  jr  all  species  of  Cormorants.      Wadda  Silli,  Sind ;  Bonta-kaki,  Tel. 

Coloration.  Adults  are  black,  glossed  with  dull  purplish  or 
green :  a  white  band  from  eye  to  eye  across  the  throat,  forming  a 
broad   border  to   the   naked   gular  pouch;    a  small  longitudinal 
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pointed  nuchal  crest ;  feathers  of  the  upper  back,  scapulars,  and 
wing-coTerts  vtith  broad  brownish  bronze  centres  and  black 
margins,  the  quills  brownish  black ;  tail-feathers  dull  black. 

In  the  breeding-season  a  large  patch  of  snowj-white  appears  on 
each  flank,  and  the  plumage  of  the  head  and  upper  neck,  with  the 
exception  of  the  crest,  is  interspersed  with  a  mass  of  long  silkj, 
almost  hair-like  white  plumes,  which  often  conceal  the  shorter 
black  feathers.  These  white  feathers  are  shed  after  the  breeding- 
season. 

Young  birds  of  the  year  are  dull  brown  aboTe,  with  blackish 
margins  to  the  feathers  of  the  upper  back,  the  scapulars,  and 
wing-<:oFerts ;  the  middle  of  the  throat,  the  whole  breast,  and  the 
middle  of  the  abdomt?n  white.  There  is  a  gradual  passage  from 
this  to  the  adult  plumage,  which  is  only  assumed  in  the  fourth 
3'ear,  the  upper  parts,  at  a  period  when  there  is  still  much  white 
or  whitish^on  the  lower  plumage,  resembling  those  in  adult  birds. 

Upper  mandible  and  tip  of  lower  dark  brown,  remainder  of  lower 
mandible  white  or  pinkish  ;  irides  green  ;  eyelids  and  lores  dusky 
)ellow :  skin  of  throat  bright  yellow,  or  black  spotted  with  yellow ; 
skin  under  eye  orange  ;  legs  and  claws  black.     Tail-feathers  14. 

Length  32;  tail  7  ;  ving  13  ;  tarsus  2  3  ;  bill  from  gape 
3*75.  There  is  considerable  variation,  and  males  as  a  rule  are 
larger  than  femnles. 

Distribution,  Almost  throughout  Asia,  Europe,  Africa,  and  Aus- 
tralia, and  on  the  A  tlantic  coast  of  North  Amt  ri(  a.  This  Cormorant 
occurs  on  the  coasts,  large  rivers,  and  larger  pieces  of  fresh  water 
throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma. 

Habits,  Sf^c,  The  Common  Cormorant,  though  often  seen  fishing 
singly,  generally  roosts  in  companies,  and  often  associates  in  large 
flocks.  It  breeds  in  colonies,  and  the  nests  and  eggs  have  been 
taken  in  October  by  Oates  in  Lower  Pegu,  in  January  by  Captain 
Horace  Terry  near  Bellary,  Madras  Presidency,  and  by  Scrope 
DoTg  on  the  Eastern  Nara,  Sind,  in  November.  The  nests  are, 
in  India,  generally  on  trees  growing  in  water,  sumetimes  on  rocks, 
elsewhere  on  ^ea-cliffs.  The  eggs,  4  to  6.  or  even  7  in  number, 
are  very  elongated  ovals,  measuring  about  2*5  by  TG. 

1527.  PhalacrocOTaz  foscicolliB.     The  Indian  Shag. 

Phalacrccorax  fuscicollisy  SU^h,  in  Shaufs  Gen.  Zool.  xiii,  pt.  1.  p.  91 
(1825\ ;  Hume  fy  Dav.  S.  F.  vi.  p.  490 ;  JDar.  *  Wend,  S,  F.  vii, 
p.  93 :  Butler,  thid,  pp.  178, 189, 467  ;  BaU,  ibid.  p.  234 ;  Hume,  Cat, 
no.  1006;  Doig,  S,  F.  viii,  p.  372;  L^gge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1182; 
Butier,  S.  F,  is,  p.  442  ;  Davidson,  8.  F,  x,  p.  327 ;  Oates,  B.  B, 
n,  p.  233  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  439 ;  id.  Jour,  Botn.  N.  H  Soc. 
vi,  p.  306 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  352 ;  OaUs  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd 
ed.  lii,  p.  272. 

Granulus  sinen^iSy  apud  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  298 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  862 ; 
King,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  218 ;  Oates,  S.  F.  iii,  p  360; 
Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  33. 

GthcuIus  fuscicollis,  Bhfth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  181 ;  Bulger,  Ibis,  1860, 
p.  170 ;  Blyth  ^  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  164  ;  Oates,  SL  F.  v,  p.  170. 

The  Lesser  Cormorant^  Jerdon. 
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Coloration,  Black,  glossed  with  purplish  or  greenish  ;  feathers 
of  upper  hack,  scapulars,  and  wing-coverts  dull  hrownish  bronie, 
with  broad  black  margins.  There  are  a  few  white  specks  on  tbe 
sides  of  the  head,  and,  in  hreeding-plumage  only,  a  pure  white 
tuft  on  each  side  of  the  neck  hehind  the  ear-coverts. 

In  non-hreediug  plumage,  the  throat  is  more  or  less  speckled 
with  white. 

Young  birds  are  brown  above,  with  black  margins  to  the 
feathers  of  the  upper  back,  to  the  scapulars,  and  wing-covert8 ; 
throat  white ;  breast  and  abdomen  partly  or  wholly  white. 

Bill  dusky  brown,  reddish  beneath;  i rides  verdigris-blue;  nude 
orbits  black;  gular  skin  yellow;  feet  black  (Jerdon),  Irides 
green  ;  naked  skin  of  head  yellow  {Oates), 

Length  25;  tail  (of  12  feathers)  6*5;  wing  10*5;  tarsus  1*8; 
bill  from  gape  3*25. 

Distribution,  This  species  is  rare  or  wanting  in  Northern  India, 
except  in  Sind,  where  it  is  a  permanent  resident,  and  about  Delhi. 
It  has  bean  found  sparingly  in  Central  India,  the  Deccan,  the 
Carnatic,  and  Orissa,  and  has  been  seen  occasionally  iu  Ceylon, 
but  appears  not  to  have  been  observed  on  the  Malabar  coast.  It 
is  more  common  to  the  eastward  in  Burma,  and  was  found  by 
Hume  in  Manipur.  It  is  probable  that  in  some  cases  small - 
females  of  P,  carho  have  been  mistaken  for  P.ftucicollis, 

Habits,  6ft,  The  Indian  Shag  is  a  bird  of  rivers,  lakes,  and 
estuaries,  rather  than  of  the  sea-coasts.  It  is  resident  in  India,  and 
has  been  found  breeding  by  Gates  in  July  amongst  reeds  in  the 
Myitkyo  Swamp,  Pegu,  and  by  Doig  and  Butler  on  tamarisk  trees 
in  the  Eastern  Nara,  Sind,  from  July  to  December.  The  eggs 
are  like  those  of  P,  carlo,  and  measure  about  2*1  by  1*4. 

1528.  Phalacrocoraz  javanicus.     The  Little  Cormorant, 

Pllvdrocorax  niger,  Vieill.  N.  Dirt.  d^Uist.  Nat,  viii,  p.  88  (1817). 
C/arbo  javanicus,  Horsf.  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  xiii,  p.  197  (^1821). 
Carbo  melaaognathus,  Brandt ^  Bull.  Acad.  St.  Pitersb.  iii,  p.  67 

(1837). 
Graculus  pvgmaeus,  apud  Blythy  Cat.  p.  298 ;  Biyth  8f  Wald,  Birds 

Burm.  p.  104 ;  Fairbank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  264  ;  Gates,  S.  F.  v,  p.  170  ; 

nee  Pallas, 
Graculus  javanicu8j  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  863 ;  Blythj  Ibis,  1867,  p.  181 ; 

Bntler  8f  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  34. 
Graculus  melinognathus,  Hume,  N.  4*  F.  p.  6G0  ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  289  ; 

A  dam  J  ibid.  p.  403. 
l*balacrocorax  pvgmaeus,  apttd  Hume  ^  Dav,   S.   F,  vi,  p.   496 ; 

Ballf  *V.  F.  vii,  p.  234;   Cripps,  ibid.  p.  315;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  497; 

id.  Cat.  no.  1007 ;  Doiff,  S.  F.  viii.  p.  372 ;  Leyge^  BirdLs  Ceyl, 

p.  1191 ;    Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  90  ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  442  ;  Beid,  S.F. 

X,   p.  €8;  Davison,  ibid.  p.  419;   Gates,  B.  B.\\,  p.  234;  id,  in 

Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  273 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  439 ; 

id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  305 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  xi,  p.  352. 

Pan-kowa,  Jograbi,  II.  ;  Pan-kowri,  Pan-kouti,  Beng.  ;  Niru-kahi, 
Tel. ;  Kadal  Kayam,  Nir  Kakam,  Tam.  (Ceylon) ;  Diya  Katoa,  Cing. 

Coloration.   Black,  with   a   slight   green  gloss ;    scapulars   and 
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wing-coverts  dark  silvery  grey,  with  a  broad  blaick  border  to  each 
feather.  In  the  breed ing-Beason  some  scattered  white  featberx 
are  developed  on  the  crown  and  aidra  of  the  hetul,  and  a  few  loug 
white  hair-like  plumes  grow  on  the  sides  of  the  neck  ;  the  feathers 
of  the  occiput  and  nape  are  slightly  lengthened. 

1q  non-breeding  plumage  there  is  a  white  throat  borderiug  the 
gular  pouch. 

¥oung  birds  are  hrown  with  a  white  throat,  the  coloration  is 
darker  above;  the  back,  rump,  tail,  and  wing-feathers  bluckiah; 
scapuiara  and  wing-cuverts  grey  with  brown  borders ;  middle  of 
brvast  and  abdomen  whitish. 


Fig.  79.-H8.iU  otP.javaaiciu.     j. 


Bill  brown,  livid  purple  in  the  height  of  the  breed ing-seiuson ; 
giilar  skin  and  orbits  blackish,  livid  in  summer ;  legs  blackish, 
dusky  livid  at  the  same  season  (Jtrdim). 

Length  2i);  taU  (of  12  feathers)  5-75;  wing  8;  tarsus  1-4; 
bill  from  gape  2'A. 

DUtributioa.  Throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  in  atl  Io»-, 
well-watered  areas,  also  in  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Sumatra,  Java, 
and  Borneo. 

HabiU,ifc.  This  is  by  far  the  commonest  Indian  Cormorant ; 
it  is  found  in  rivers,  marshes,  and  large  tanks,  but  not  on  the  seit- 
cuast,  at  all  events  cumiuouly.  It  is  usually  found  singly  or  in 
small  parties,  but  collects  into  floi'ks  to  roost,  and  breeds  in 
■■normous  numbers  on  trees  about  water  in  July,  August,  ur 
September  in  Northern  India  and  in  Burma,  but  in  Febroary  and 
^larch  in  Ceylon.  The  eggs  are  3  to  o  in  number,  and  measure 
about  1-76  by  116. 

Subfamily  PLOTIN^. 
Genus  PLOTVS,  Linn.,  1760. 

Bill  slender,  straight,  very  sharp- pointed,  both  margins  of  com- 
missure toothed  near  the  tip;  no  lateral  groove i  aostrils  small, 
basal,  linear;  neck  very  slender,  with  a  bend  nt  the  Bth  and  9th 
vertebras  which,  as  Garrod  has  shown  (P,  Z,  S.  187(i,  p.  337), 
enables  the  bird,  by  suddenly  straightening  the  neck,  to  tranilix 
with  its  bill  the  hshes  it  captures.  Wing  pointed,  3rd  quill 
longest ;  scapulars  elongate  and  lanceolate.  Tail  long,  cuneate,  of 
12  rigid  feathers. 

Four  species  inhabit  the  tropical  regions  of  different  con- 
tinenia ;  one  is  Indian. 
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1529.  Plotns  melanogaster.     The  Indian  Darter  or  Snake4ML 

(Fig.  78,  p.  839.) 

• 

AnHinga  nielanogaster,  Pennant^  Indian  Zool.  p.  13,  pi.  xiii  (170D). 

PlotiiH  melanoffaster,  Gmel.  %«/.  Nat.  i,  p.  580  (1788)  ;  Bfyth,  Cti. 
p.  299  ;  Jerdfm,  B.  L  iii,  p.  8G6 ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  661 ;  id.  S.  F. 
1.  p.  289 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  403 ;  BvtUr,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  84  ;  Fahrbamk^ 
ibid.  p.  264 :  OaUSy  8.  F.  v,  p.  170 ;  Hume  ^  Dan.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  496; 
Hume,  S.  F.  vii.  p.  98;  Butler,  ibid  pp.  178,  189;  Ball,  ibid. 
p.  234 ;  Crif)p%  tbid.  p.  315 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  1008 ;  SeuJly,  S,  F. 
viii,  p.  364 ;  Dou/,  ibid.  p.  372 ;  Lepffe,  Birds  Ctyl.  p.  1194 ;  FmW, 
S.  F.  ix,  p.  96 ;  B*it.l4T,  tbid.  p.  442 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  88 ;  Datidmm, 
ibid.  p.  327 ;  Davison,  ibid.  p.419  :  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  235  ;  Barnes, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  440 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  363 :  bates  in  Humect 
N.  4"  E.  2ad  ed.  iii,  p.  274 ;  Barnes,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soe.  \*i, 
p.  306 ;  Sinclair,  op.  cit.  viii,  p.  434. 

Banwa,  Pan  Duhbi,  H. ;  Sili,  Sind;  Goyar,  Ben^. ;  Kallaki-pUta,  Tel.; 
Chakuri,  Southern  Gonds ;  Pambuttara,  Tain.  (Ceylon) ;  Diya  Kawa, 
Belli  Kaioa,  Cing. 

Coloration.  Crown  and  neck  brown,  all  the  feathers  with  pale 
edges,  back  of  neck  blackish  ;  chin,  throat,  and  a  line  commencing 
above  the  gape,  and  continued  about  halfway  down  each  side  of 
the  neck,  white  ;  a  minute  white  streak  also  above  the  eye ;  upper 
back  black,  the  feathers  with  brown  edges;  lower  back,  rump, 
tail-coverls,  tail-feathers,  primary  and  secondary  quills,  and  lower 
parts  from  the  neck  glossy  black;  scapulars,  wing-coverts,  and 
tertiaries  black,  with  conspicuous  silvery-white  shaft-stripes  ;  last 
tertiary  in  each  wing  and  two  middle  pairs  of  tail-feathers  with 
the  outer  web  ribbed.     Sexes  alike. 

In  immature  birds  the  neck  is  pole  brown,  whitish  beneath, 
^^  ith  the  lateral  stripes  indistinct.  The  black  on  the  lower  back, 
rump,  breast,  and  abdomen  is  sooty  or  brownish,  and  the  silvery 
stripes  on  the  upper  plumage  tinged  with  yellow. 

Bill  with  the  upper  mandible  bro\ni  or  blackish,  the  lower 
yellowish;  irides  yellow;  legs  black  (Oates).  Iris  pearly  white, 
with  an  inner  and  outer  ring  of  yellow  {Leijye). 

Length  36;  tail  9;  wing  14;  tarsus  1*7  ;  bill  from  gape  3*8. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  Oriental  Eegion  in  suitable 
localities.  In  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  this  bird  is  found 
wherever  there  are  extensive  pieces  of  fresh  water  or  large  rivers 
with  a  slow  current. 

Habits,  ^T.  The  Snake-bird  haunts  fresh  water,  not  the  sea,  but 
it  may  be  found  on  tidal  estuaries  and  creeks.  It  s^^nms  with 
only  its  snake-like  head  and  neck  out  of  water,  and  dives  very 
rapidly,  either  from  the  surface  of  the  water  or  from  a  perch  above  it. 
Its  food  consists  of  fish,  and  it  captures  them  when  diving  either  by 
impaling  them  with  (me  of  its  mandibles  or  securing  them  between 
the  two ;  it  then  emerges  from  the  water,  throws  up  the  captured 
fish,  catches  it  again,  and  swallows  it  head  foremost.  After 
feeding,  the  Darter  perches  on  a  branch  or  stump  of  a  tree,  and 
Hits  cormorant-like  with  extended  wings.    The  voice  of  this  Darter, 
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according  to  Legge,  is  a  harsh  dissjllobic  croak.  The  nest  and 
egi?8  are  like  those  of  Cormorants:  the  breeding-season  is  July 
and  August  in  Northern  India  and  Burma,  January  and  February 
in  Madras  and  Ceylon.  The  birds  breed  in  colonies,  and  generally 
in  company  with  Cormorants  and  Herons,  on  trees  in  or  near 
water,  and  the  eggs  are  three  or  four  in  number  and  measure 
about  2-13  by  1-37. 


Family  SULID^E. 

The  Gannets  or  Boobies  are  black  and  white  or  brown  and 
white  birds  of  considerable  size,  inhabiting  the  open  sea,  and 
living  on  fish.  They  have  a  powerful  pointed  bill,  and  the  outer 
nostrils  in  adults  are  completely  closed.  Cervical  vertebne  18. 
Ambiens,  femoro-caudal,  and  semitendinosus  muscles  present,  the 
two  accessory  thigh-muscles  absent.     No  syringeal  muscles. 

There  is  only  one  genus. 

Genus  BT7LA,  Brisson,  1760. 

Bill  strong,  straight,  compressed,  pointed ;  the  culmen  flattened, 
hroad  at  the  base,  curved  at  the  end  but  not  hooked ;  upper 
mandible  with  a  linear  groove  on  each  side  near  the  culmen  ; 
nostrils  completely  closed  in  adults,  minute  and  basal  in  young 
birds :  inner  margins  of  hjih  mandibles  serrated,  especially  towards 
the  tip.  Sides  of  head  to  behind  the  orbit,  chin,  and .  part 
of  throat  naked,  the  feathered  area  ending  on  the  throat,  in  all 
Indian  species,  in  a  transverse  line.  Wings  long,  pointed ;  tail 
long,  wedge-shaped.  Tarsus  short ;  outer  and  middle  toes  equal; 
claw  of  middle  toe  broad  and  pectinated. 

About  six  species  are  known,  including  the  Gannets,  which 
inhabit  temperat-e  regions  and  have  a  narrow  naked  strip  running 
down  the  middle  of  the  throat,  and  the  Boobies,  which  are  tropical. 
Three  of  the  latter  are  said  to  be  found  in  Indian  seas. 

Key  to  the  Species. 
a.  Tail-feathers  14. 

a'.  Head,  neck,  and  upper  parts  brown  in  adults ; 

feet  pale  yellow   S.  Inu^aster,  p.  346. 

b\  Head,  neck,  body,  and  tail  white  in  adults ; 

feet  red     &  piscalrivy  p.  347. 

h.  Tail-feathers  IQ. 

</.  Head,  neck,  and  body  white  in  adults ;  tail 

blackish ;  feet  slaty     S.  cyanopSf  p.  347. 

The  members  of  this  genus  are  said  to  be  oceanic  birds,  but 
they  are  more  commonly  found  singly  or  in  flocks  about  reefs  and 
islands,  and  they  breed  chiefly  on  isolated  rocks  in  the  sea,  some- 


tim«!S  near  eontineuts,  laving  a  single  egg,  w  htch  is  eitemallv  chaJky 
wliite,  but  bluish  green  when  the  outer  layer  is  removed.  All  have  a 
Htead}',rather  powerful  Higlit,  generally  to  be  rei-ogniied  by  (be  hint's 
habit  of  alteriiutely  making  a  few  rapid  beuto  willi  tlie  wiogw  and 
tb«n  Hajling  fur  some  distance  with  wings  exlended.  Tht^y  feed 
upon  fish,  the  tropical  species  very  ^nerally  on  flytng-fisb.  buL 
rfiiiaiiie  of  cuttlefishes  liavi^  also  been  found  in  their  t>toiiiat;bs. 
The  Oauuet«,  nr  Solan  Geeee,  as  they  are  often  called,  donh  iulu 
the  sea  after  iheir  prey  fruiu  a  coni^iderable  height  and  » il  h  great 
force,  but  Boobies  appear  lem  addii^ted  to  this  style  of  fishing. 
The  name  Booby  ap|)esr«  to  be  derived  partly  from  the  tttoUd 
Appearance  of  tlie  birds,  partly  Trom  their  frequently  sellling  on 
Tcsaels  and  allowing  themselvi's  to  be  easily  captured. 

15311.  Snla  lencogaster.     The  Boobij  or  Brown  Gatmd. 

I'elecanUD  sliIb,  Linn.  Sys/.  \af.  i,  p.  3I«  (I7fifl). 

IVlecanus  IwKwBBl^^r,  bodil.  IW.  IH.  Enl.  p.  57  (1783). 

SuIa  liber,  apud  Bbfih,  Vat.  p,  21)0 ;  Jtrdun,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  K^l  :  Buynf, 

S.  F.ii,  pp.  61,324;  iv.p,  48.1. 
.Sulo  auBlralia,  Sttfh.  apud  Hiimr,  S.  F.  v,  p.  H18 ;  Hunt  4'  for. 

S.  F.  vi,  p.  4tl3;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  Otlfl. 
Sills  leiicottiwlrB,  Selut.  ^  Sah.  I:  Z.  .S.  1«7S,  p.  IMI  ;  Iffft/r.  B-rdt 

t'ty/.  p.  117/. 
Ilysporua  nula,  Oatet,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  5^. 


Fif.  *!,  — neml  of  S.  levco-joflrt.     J. 

riiloi'tiion.  In  adults  the  head,  tieck,  and  upper  breast,  with 
the  whole  upper  surface,  dnrk  choeolate-bruwn :  wing  and  Uil- 
leathers  bluish  brown;  lower  breast  and  btlly  white;  wiug-liiiitig 
lUinost  wholly  brown. 

Young  birds  have  the  upper  parts,  wings,  tail,  bead,  and  nerk 
nll'round  down  to  the  middle  of  the  breast  uniform  sepia-brown, 
lower  breaxt  and  abdomen  pale  brownish,  the  limits  of  the  two 
colours  well  defined. 

Bill  creamy  ntite,  with  a  bluish  tinge  in  veins :  pouch, gape,  loren, 
and  orbital  spaces  pale  honry  greenish  yellow  ;  irides  white  ;  Irgsi 
and  feet  pnle  yellow  (Ihiwe).     Tail-feathers  14, 

Iveiiglli  31' :  tail  S;  wing  15;  tarsus  17;  bill  from  gnpe  4:7. 
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DiHribution.  Tropical  seas  throughout  the  world.  The  Booby 
has  frequently  been  seen  and  occasionally  shot  on  the  coasts  of 
India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma. 

1531.  Snla  piscatriz.     The  Red-legged  Boohy, 

Pelecanus  piacator,  Linn,  Syst,  Nat,  i,  p.  217  (1766). 

Dvsporus  pi«cator,  Sundevallf  Fhytittgr.  Sailskapets  Tidsk,  i,  p.  217 ; 

Vrf.  A.  M.  N,  H.  xix,  p.  23-5 ;  Oate,%,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  230. 
Sula  piscator,  Biyth,  Cat,  p.  297 ;  Jerdm^  B.  I.  iii,  p.  852 ;  Hunie, 

Cat,  no.  999. 
Sula  piscatrixy  Hume,  S,  F.  iv,  p.  483 ;  v,  p.  312. 

The  White  Booby,  Jerdon. 

Coloration,  Adults  are  white  with  the  exception  of  the 
primaries,  secondaries,  and  greater  coverts,  which  are  dark  brown 
tinged  with  silvery  grey;  the  head,  neck,  and  back  sometimes 
%va8hed  with  buff. 

Young  birds  are  sepia-brown  throughout,  lower  parts  paler ;  in 
the  next  plumi^e  the  abdomen  becomes  whitish  or  white,  then 
the  head,  neck,  and  body.  The  quills  are  always  more  or  less 
tinged  with  hoary  grey. 

Bill,  facial  skin,  legs  and  feet  red  (Sundevall) ;  irides  grey,  bill 
in  voung  bluish  pink,  orbital  area  plumbeous,  pouch  flesh-coloured 
{^MeGillivray).    Tail-feathers  14. 

.  Length  about  26 ;   tail  8*5 ;    wing  15 ;   tarsus  1*3 ;    bill  from 
gape  4. 

Disiriinttion.  Tropical  seas.  Blyth  states  that  this  bird  is 
common  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  Jerdon  that  it  is  occasionally 
seen  there;  Sundevall  says  it  is  common  iu  the  Indian  Ocean 
between  10^  N.  and  10°  S.,  and  that  he  saw  one  bird  in  May  on 
the  coast  of  Bengal.  It  is,  however,  possible  that  S,  cyanops, 
which  was  not  recorded  from  Indian  seas  by  Sundevall,  Blyth,  or 
Jerdon,  has  been  at  times  mistaken  for  S,  piscatrix,  Hume  saw 
a  large  flock,  apparently  of  the  present  species,  close  to  one  of  the 
Laccadive  Islands  ;  and  Blyth  identifled  with  S,  piscatrix  a  young 
bird  obtained  by  Layard  from  the  Maldives.  No  other  specimen 
has  been  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  although,  as  tbe  Bed- 
lagged  Booby  is  common  in  the  Malay  Archipelago,  it  must,  I 
think,  inhabit  Indian  seas,  its  claim  to  a  place  in  the  list  of  Indian 
birds  cannot  be  regarded  as  quite  certain. 

1532.  Sula  cyanops.     The  Masked  Booby. 

Dv»poni9  cyanops,  Sundevall,  Phy^^iogr,  SdlUkapets  Tidsk.  i,  p.  218 

'(1837) ;  id,  A.  Ikf.  N.  II.  xix,  p.  236 ;   Oates,  B  B.  ii,  p,  231. 
Sula  cvanops,  Bufltfr,  S.  F.  v,  p.  303 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  307  ;  id.  Cat. 

no.  999  bis  ;  Butler,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  38^  ;  Legye,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1180; 

Murray,  S.  F,  x,  p.  165 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  436 ;  Sinclitir, 

Jour.  Bom.  N.  H  Soc.  v,  p.  308. 
Sula  melanops,  Heugl,  Ibis,  18S9,  p.  361,  pi.  x,  fig.  2. 

Coloration  in  adults  white,  except  the  quills,  greater  coverts, 
and  tail-feathers,  which  are  blackish  brown. 
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Birds  of  the  year  are  said  to  be  greyish  brown  tbrougbout.  At 
a  later  stage  the  upper  parts  and  neck  all  round  are  chirk  brown, 
the  breast  and  abdomen  white.  This  plumage  is  probably  replaced 
by  that  of  the  adult,  some  skins  with  the  upper  surface  mostly 
white  retaining  dark  spots  on  the  wing-coverts  and  lower  back. 
S.  cmnops  in  the  dark  plumage  is  distinguished  from  S,  leucoffaMier 
by  having  only  the  neck,  not  the  breast,  brown,  and  by  its  white 
wing-lining. 

Bill  yellow  or  greenish  yellow ;  loral  and  facial  skin  dark  slate- 
colour  ;  irides  yellow,  reddish,  or  greenish  yellow ;  legs  and  toes 
dark  slaty  or  plumbeous;  webs  darker  (Legge).  Tail-feathers 
16  or  18. 

Length  32;  tail  7;  wing  16-5;  tarsus  2*2;  bill  from  gape  5-1. 
Birds  from  the  South  Pacific  are  larger. 

Distribution,  Tropical  seas.  This  Booby  is  of  occasional  occur- 
rence on  the  Indian  coasts  both  east  and  west  of  India.  Specimens 
have  been  obtained  by  Butler  off  Mekr^n,  by  Murray  at  Karachi, 
and  by  Sinclair  close  to  Bombay. 


Family  PHAETHONTIDiE. 

The  members  of  this  family  are  about  the  siz^  of  the  smaller 
Gulls,  and  combine  the  structure  of  Gannets  or  Cormorants  with 
the  habits  and  appearance  of  Terns.  They  have  a  satiny  white 
plumage,  with  a  few  black  markings.  The  bill  is  pointed,  not 
hooked,  the  nostrils  are  narrowly  pervious,  and  the  palate  is  im- 
perfectly desroognathous,  the  maxillo-palatines  being  separate 
behind,  though  united  with  the  nasal  Eeptum  anteriorly,  and  the 
vomer  being  well-developed  and  conspicuous.  Cervical  vertebrs 
1  o.  Ambiens  absent,  femoro-caudal,  semitendinosus,  and  accessory 
semitendinosus  present,  the  last-named  muscle  not  occurring  in 
other  Steganopodous  birds.  Syringeal  muscles  present.  Members 
of  the  present  family  are  also  distinguished  by  laying  spotted  eggs. 

A  single  genus. 


Genus  PHABTHON,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  stout,  slightly  curved  throughout,  the  margins  finely  ser- 
rat4»d.  Wings  very  long,  1st  primary  longest.  Middle  pair  of 
tail-feathers  excessively  elongated  and  attenuated.  Tarsus  very 
short. 

Four  or  five  species  are  known,  of  which  three  have  been  recorded 
from  Indian  seas. 
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Key  to  ike  Species. 

a.  Outer  web  of  first  primary  bUck. 

a'.  Back  barred  in  adulU;  white  tips  to  firiit 

primary  very  narrow.     Tail-feathers  14  .     P.  indicuSf  p.  ^49. 
h\  Back  quite  white  in  adults;  white  tip  to 

first   primary   more    than   0*5  in.  loug. 

Tail-feathers  12    P.Jlamrostris,  p.  360. 

b.  Outer    web   of    first   primary   white.    Tail- 

leathers  16 ....     P.  rubricauday  p.  350. 

The  Tropic -birds,  called  by  sailors  Boatswain  (Bosun)  Birds, 
because,  it  is  said,  the  long  median  tail-feathers  recall  the  Boat- 
swain's marling- spike,  are  truly  oceanic,  and  are  commonly  seen 
at  a  distance  from  land,  where  they  attract  attention  by  their 
habit  of  flying  up  to  ships,  hovering  round  the  masts,  and  some- 
times resting  on  the  masthead.  ■  They  have  a  swift  and  elegant 
flight,  and  are  often  seen  with  their  bills  pointed  downward,  but 
they  turn  their  heads  in  various  directions,  sideways  and  even 
backward  when  flying.  Their  visits  to  ships  appear  due  to 
curiosity,  anything  serves  to  attract  them,  and  the  firing  of  a  gun 
will  often  bring  them  from  a  considerable  distance.  They  feed  on 
lish  captured  on  the  surface.  They  breed  on  oceanic  islands, 
chiefly  in  holes  of  rocks,  laying  a  single  egg,  pi ukish- white  in 
colour,  mottled,  spotted,  and  smeared  with  brownish  purple. 


1533.  Pha^thon  indicufl.     The  Short-tailed  Tropic-bird. 

Phaeton    rubricauda,   apud  Holdstcorth,    P.Z.S,    1872,    p.    482 

Bianford,  ZooL  Getd.  Abystiniay  p.  441 ;  nee  Bodd, 
Phaeton  setherius,  apud  Humfy  S,  r\  i.  pp.  286,  441 ;  nee  Linn, 
Phaeton  indicus,  Humcy  S.  K  iv,  p.  461   (1876);  BuUery  H.  F.  v, 
p.  302;  Hume  Sf  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  493;  Humey  Cat  no.  996  bis  ; 
Buttery  S.  F.  viii,  p.  388  ;  Let/gey  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1173  ;  HuniCy  S.  F, 
X,  p.  146 ;  Gates,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  226  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  4:34. 


r 
Fig.  81  .—Head  of  P.  indicus.    ^. 


Coloration  white,  with  a  satiny  gloss,  barred  with  black  on  the 
hind  neck,  back,  scapulars,  rump,  and  upper  tail-coverts,. the  bars 
more  or  less  crescentic ;  a  single  broadly  crescentic  black  patih 
in  front  of  the  eye  extending  to  the  gape,  and  a  black  streak, 
more  or  less  broken,  running  back  from  each  eye  to  the  nape  and 
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forming  a  band  round  the  crown  ;  outer  webs,  shafts,  and  portions 
of  inner  webs  near  shafts  of  Urst  five  primaries  black  except  the 
narrow  extreme  white  tips  of  the  feathers;  tertiaries,  primafey 
covertSy  greater  tertiarj  coverts,  and  long  flank-feathers  black 
with  white  borders ;  shafts  of  rectrices  black  except  at  the  ends. 

Young  birds  have  a  few  black  spots  on  the  head. 

Bill  dull  orange-red,  inner  margins  of  both  mandibles  dusky ; 
irides  blackish  brown  ;  legs,  hallux,  and  base  of  other  toes  and  of 
their  webs  yellowish  white  ;  rest  of  feet  black.     Tail-feathers  14. 

Length  (including  long  tail-feathers)  about  21;  tail  7*5-12; 
tail  without  median  rectrices  4 ;  wing  11*5  ;  tarsus  1 ;  bill  from 
gape  3'25. 

Distrihutum,  All  seas  an>und  India  from  the  Straits  of  Malacca 
to  the  Persian  Gulf,  also  the  Ked  Sea. 

This  species  is  probably  found  throughout  the  Northern  Indian 
Ocean ;  it  represents  the  Atlantic  P.  cethtrius,  but  is  considerably 
smaller,  and  has  a  much  shorter  tail. 


1534.  Phaethon  flavirostris.     The  White  Tropic-bird. 

PhaPton  Candidas  (Bnss.)^  Blyth,  Cat  p.  296;  Jevd<m^  B.  I,  iii, 

p.  860. 
Phaeton  flavirostris,  Brandt,  Bull.  Acad,  St.  PStersb.  ii,  p.  349 

(1837) ;  Beavan  ^  TyU.  Ibis,  1807,  p.  3^^ ;  Hutne,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  323 ; 

id.  S.  F.  v,j).  498 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  997 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1172; 

OaUs,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  226. 

Coloration  white  and  satiny  ;  a  crescentic  patch  in  front  of  each 
eye,  and  a  brond  stripe  behind  it  to  the  ear-coverts  black,  as  are 
the  outer  webs,  shafts,  and  inner  webs  near  the  shafts  of  the  first 
five  or  six  primaries,  with  the  exception  of  the  white  tips,  '75  to 
1*5  inches  long,  in  Indian  Oceiin  birds ;  greater  portion  of  each 
tertiary  and  a  band  along  the  smaller  secondary  coverts  some 
distance  from  the  edge  of  the  wing  also  black. 

Young  birds  as  usual  are  barred  above  with  black. 

Bill  pale  yellow ;  legs  and  base  of  toes  olive-yellow ;  feet  black. 
Tail-feathers  12. 

Length  tJO ;  tail  18 ;  wing  10*75  ;  tarsus  -9 ;  bill  from  gape 
2-8. 

Distribution.  Tropical  seas  all  round  the  world.  Several  speci- 
mens have  been  recorded  within  Indian  limits,  amongst  them  one 
on  the  CeyL>n  coast  identified  by  Legge,  one  at  the  Andamana 
obtained  by  Col.  Tytler,  and  one  inland  in  Cachar  recorded  by 
Hume. 

1535.  Pha^thon  rubricauda.     The  Red-taiied  Tropic-bird. 

Phaeton  rubiicauda,  Bodd.  Tabi.  PI.  Enl.  p.  67 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii, 
p.  849  ;  Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  322 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  996 ;  Oates,  B.  B. 
li,  p.  224 
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P  Phaeton  aetherius,  apud  Blythf  J.  A.  S.  B.  xy,  p.  374 ;  id.  Cat. 
p.  296 ;  id.  Ibis,  1867,  p.  178. 

Coloration,  White,  often  tinged  with  rosj ;  a  patch  in  front  of 
the  eje  and  a  small  streak  behind,  the  shafts  of  the  primaries  and 
tail-feathers,  except  at  the  ends,  broad  shaft-stripes  to  the  later 
secondaries  and  tertiahes,  black ;  there  are  broad  grey  shaft - 
stripes  on  the  long  flank-feathers ;  the  long  middle  tail-feathers 
have  black  shafts  and  red  webs. 

Young  birds  have  the  upper  parts  barred  with  black. 

Bill  yellow ;  legs  and  basal  portions  of  feet  yellow ;  rest  of  feet 
black.     Tail-feathers  16, 

Length  33 ;  tail  19 ;  wing  13 ;  tarsus  1*25 ;  bill  from  gape 
3-25. 

Distribution.  Tropical  portions  of  the  Pacific  and  Indian  Oceans^ 
This  species  is  said  to  have  been  repeatedly  obtained  or  seen  in  the 
Bay  of  Bengal,  and  as  Hume  described  an  undoubted  specimen 
which  he  sud  came  from  the  area,  I  include  the  species.  There  is 
no  specimen  from  Indian  seas  in  the  British  Museum,  and  it  is 
certain  that  P,  indicug  has  been  on  several  occasions  taken  for  the 
young  of  the  present  form. 


Order  XX.  TUBINARES. 

The  Petrels  were  formerly  classed  with  the  Qulls,  to  which  tliey 
have  a  considerable  external  resemblance,  although  thej  differ  in 
many  important  characters,  and  they  appear,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
as  ueariy  allied  to  the  Steganopodes  as  to  any  other  order.  They 
may  be  at  once  distinguished  from  all  other  birds  by  the  nostrils 
terminating  externally  in  tubes,  separate  or  united.  The  rham- 
photheea  or  horny  covering  of  the  bill  is  divided  into  several 
pieces  by  deep  grooves,  as  in  some  Steganopodes,  and  the  upper 
mandible  is  generally  much  hooked  at  the  end.  The  anterior  toes 
are  webbed  throughout,  the  hallux  is  small,  rudimentary  or  absent, 
being  frequently  represented  by  the  claw-phaiaux  alone.  The 
wings  are  long  in  the  typical  forms,  the  primaries  11,  tho  fifth 
secondary  wanting.  Oil-gland  tufted.  Spinal  feather-tract  well- 
defined  ou  the  neck  by  lateral  bare  tracts ;  forked  on  the  upper 
back. 

Petrels  are  schizognatbous  and  holorhinal.  The  vomer  is  large, 
broad,  depressed,  and  pointed.  Nostrils  impervious.  Cervical 
vertebrae  15.  Large  supraorbital  glands ;  two  carotids ;  cdsc.-i  rudi- 
mentary or  wanting.  Femoro-oaudal  and  semitendinosus  muscles 
always  present,  ambiens  and  accessory  femoro-caudal  generally, 
but  wanting  in  a  few  genera. 

The  majority  of  the  species  lay  a  single  egg  in  a  burrow  or 
under  stones,  without  any  nest.  Some,  as  the  Albatrosses,  make 
a  nest  in  the  open.  The  egg  is  either  entirely  white  or  has  a 
faint  zone  of  reddish  spots  near  the  larger  end.  The  young  are 
helpless,  and  clad  with  down  till  fully  grown.  Sexes  aUke  in 
coloration. 

The  Petrels  are  birds  of  the  ocean,  passing  the  greater  part  of 
their  life  far  from  laud,  resting  on  the  water  at  times,  and  only 
visiting  the  shore,  as  a  rule,  for  breeding  purposes.  They  feed  on 
floating  Crustacea,  niollusca,  small  fish,  alive  or  dead,  and  similar 
aliment.  Some  of  them,  as  the  Fulmars  and  Daption,  follow 
ships  and  feed  on  any  refuse,  especially  fat,  that  may  be  thrown 
overboard.  Most  of  the  Petrels  are  swift  and  powerful  flyers, 
and  may  be  seen  skimming  over  the  waves,  almost  without  moving 
their  wings,  whilst  some  of  them,  and  especially  the  small  Stormy 
Petrels,  appear  to  aid  their  flight  by  striking  the  wat^rr  with  their 
feet.  Hence,  as  Newton  points  out  in  his  *  Dictionary  of  Birds/ 
their  name  of  Petrel  was  derived,  for  they  were  supposed  to  bo 
walking  on  the  sea  as  St.  Peter  is  recorded  to  have  done. 

Many  Petrels  are  crepuscular  or  nocturnal,  especially  during  the 
breeding-season.  Tho  majority  of  them,  on  being  captured,  vomit 
a  small  quantity  of  clear  oil  with  a  disagreeable  smell. 

The  classification  of  the  Petrels,  like  their  systematic  position, 
is  still   unsettled.      By  many  the  Albatrosses  are    placed  in    a 
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separate  family,  whilst.  Forbes*,  to  whom  we  owe  by  far  the  best 
account  hitherto  published  of  their  anatomy,  only  assigned  distinct 
family  rank  to  Oceanites  and  its  allies.  Seebohmt  and  SalviuJ 
do  not  recognize  this  distinction,  but  attach  weight  to  the  presence 
or  absence  of  basi pterygoid  processes,  and  the  last-named  divides 
the  order  into  four  families,  of  which  Frocellariida?.  and  DiomedeiilfB 
(Stormy  Petrels  and  Albatrwses)  want  the  processes,  whilst  Puf- 
finidcfi  and  PdecanoidecB  possess  them,  the  other  distinctions  being 
founded  on  characters  of  the  nostrils,  sternum,  f urcula,  coracoids, 
and  primaries.  These  families  may  be  worthy  of  distinction,  but 
there  is  so  much  doubt  that,  in  arranging  the  few  species  of  which, 
in  each  case,  from  one  to  three  specimens  have  been  obtained  in 
the  seas  around  India,  the  simple  plan  of  leaving  all  the  ludiau 
genera  in  one  family  is  most  convenient. 


Family  PROCELLARIIDiE. 

To  this  family,  as  above  stated,  all  known  Indian  genera  of 
Petrels  are  here  referred.     They  are  four  in  number. 

Key  to  the  Genera, 

a.  Tarsus  much  longer  than  middle  toe ;  Indian 
species   small,  wing    not  exceeding  7  in. ; 
nostrils  with  a  single  anterior  oritice. 
a'.  Basal  phalanx  not  half  length  of  mid-toe  . .     Ol'eanitks,  p.  3->3. 
h'.  Basal  phalanx  of   mid-toe  flattened,  more 

than  half  length Cvmodroma, 

h.  Tarsus  shorter  than  middle  toe;  wing  in  Indian  [p.  ;35i. 

species  exceeding  7  in. 
c'.  Nostrils  separated    at    orifice  by   a  broad 

septum PuFFiN'us,  p.  Soo. 

d   Nostrils  not  separate  at  oritice,  but  divided 

inside Daption,  p.  357. 

Genus  OCEAKITES,  Keys.  <&  Bias.,  1840. 

The  small  birds  commonly  called  Stormy  Petrels  or  Mother 
Carey's  Chickens,  of  which  the  Atlantic  Procellaria  peJagica  is 
the  best  known,  have  been  divided  into  several  genera,  the  present 
being  one.  In  it  the  bill  is  slight  and  shorter  than  the  head,  the 
oritice  of  the  combined  nostrils  single;  wings  very  long,  with  the 
2nd  quill  lougest ;  the  tail .  moderate,  the  outer  rectrices  slightly 


*  *  Challenger'  Keiiort*,  Zool.  iv,  pt.  xi,  p.  1. 
t  Cla«.<9ificalion  of  J3irds,  p.  34  ;  Suppl.  p.  13. 
J  Cat.  B.  M.  xxT.  p.  342. 
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longer  than  the  middle  pair;  tibia  partly  nude,  tarsi  smooth,  not 
scutellated,  much  longer  than  the  toes  ;  the  hind  toe  only  repre- 
sented by  a  minute  claw ;  basal  phalanx  of  middle  toe  not 
flattened  and  shorter  than  the  other  phalanges  and  the  daw 
together  ;  claws  sharp,  spatulate,  but  little  flattened. 

This  genus  ranges  throughout  the  Southern  Oceans  and  into  the 
North  Temperate  zone.  Two  species  are  known,  of  which  one  is 
probably  the  common  small  Petrel  of  the  Indian  seas. 

153().  Oceanites  oceaniciui.     Wilsons  Stot^iy  Petrel. 

Procellaria  oceanica,  Kuhl^  Beitr.  p.  136,  pi.  x,  fig.  1  (1820). 

Procellaria  wilsonii,  Bonap,  Jour.  Ac.  Phil,  iii,  p.  231,  pi.  9  (182.3). 

P  Thalassidroma  sp.,  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  827;  Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  317; 
Lf^ygcy  S.  F.  iii,  p.  376. 

Thalassidroma  wilsoni,  BiUler,  S.  F.  v,  p.  291. 

Oceanites  oceanicus,  Bonap.  Consp,  Ac.  ii,  p.  109  (1857);  Hume, 
S.  F.  V,  p.  201 ;  Hum^  Sf  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  490;  Butler,  S.  F.  vii, 
p.  178;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  976;  Leqge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1060;  Oate«, 
B.  B.  ii,  p.  437 ;  Bamek,  Birds  Bom.  p.  421 ;  Salvitij  Cat.  B,  M. 
XXV,  p.  368. 


Fig.  82. — Head  of  0.  oceanicus.    \. 

Coloration.  Sooty-black,  rather  paler  and  browner  beneath  and 
on  the  forehead;  great-er  secondary  wing -coverts  greyish  brown  ; 
upper  tail-coverts  and  lower  flanks,  together  with  the  shafts  and 
extreme  bases  of  the  lateral  rectrices,  white. 

I  rides  blackish  ;  bill,  legs,  and  feet  black ;  centres  of  webs 
between  toes  pale  yellow  ( Butler). 

Length  7'5  ;  tail  2*0;  wing  6*25  ;  tarsus  1*4  ;  bill  from  gajie  '(53. 

Distribution,  Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans.  Not  rare  in  the 
seas  around  India.  Specimens  have,  however,  so  far  only  been 
identified  from  the  Mekran  coast. 

Habits,  6fc,  Like  the  other  Stormy  Petrels,  this  bird  is  generally 
seen  far  from  land,  singly  or  in  scattered  flocks,  skimming  over 
the  waves  or  resting  on  the  sea.  it  breeds  on  stony  or  rocky 
ihlands. 

(}enus  CTMODBOMA,  Kidgway,  1884. 

A  near  ally  of  Oceanites,  distinguished  principally  by  having 
the  basal  phalanx  of  the  middle  toe  greatly  flattened,  and 
equalling  or   exceeding   the  other    phalanges  and   the  claw    iu 
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length ;  claws  flattened  and  broad,  spade-shaped,  pointed  at  the 
end. 

This  genus  o£  Petrels  is  chiefly  found  in  the  Southern  Oceans, 
hut  onu  species  appears  to  have  been  obtained  in  the  Bay  of 
Bengal. 

1587.  C^modroma  melanogaster.     The  Dusky-vtntcd  PttrtL 

Thalassidroma  melanogaster,   Gould ^  A,   M,   N,  If.   xiii,  p.  367 

(1844). 
Cymodroma  melanogaster,  Hulffway,  Man,  N.  Am.  Birds,  p.  72 ; 

Salvin,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxv,  p.  304. 

Coloration,  Upper  parts  blackish  brown,  head,  quills,  and  tail 
blacker,  back  and  wirg-coverts  browner;  upper  tail-coxerts  and 
bases  of  all  rectrices,  except  the  middle  pair,  white ;  lower  parts 
to  abdomen,  middle  of  lower  abdomen,  and  long  under  tail-coverts 
dark  sooty-brown ;  greater  part  of  abdomen,  flanks,  and  wing- 
lining,  except  near  the  edge  of  the  wing,  white ;  base  of  feathers 
of  throat  and  sometimes  the  ends  also  white. 

Bill  and  legs  black. 

Length  8;  tail  3;  wing  6*5 ;  tarsus  1*6 ;  hill  from  gape  '83. 

Distribution.  Southern  Oceans,  the  range  extending  in  the 
Atlantic  as  far  north  as  the  tropic  of  Cancer.  A  single  specimen 
from  the  Tweeddale  Collection,  labelled  *'  Bay  of  Bergal  "  in  the 
Marquis  of  Tweeddale's  handwriting,  is  in  the  British  Museum, 
and  is  the  only  authority  for  the  occurrence  of  this  specits  m 
Indian  Seas.  There  appears,  however  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  the  label. 


Genus  PUPPIinJS,  Brisson,  1760. 

The  Shearwaters,  as  they  are  generally  termed,  are  birds  of 
moderate  size,  with  a  long,  slender,  compie^sed  bill  much  hooked 
at  the  tip,  and  with  both  mandibles  curving  downviard  at  the 
end.  The  tubular  nostrils  terminate  in  t\«o  distinct  oblique 
orifices,  directed  forward  and  upward,  with  a  broad  division 
between  them.  Wings  long,  1st  quill  longt-st.  Tail  of  12  feathers, 
moderately  long,  graduated,  rounded  4it  the  end.  Tarsus  com- 
pressed, sharp  in  iront,  reticulated,  shorter  than  the  middle  and 
outer  toes,  which  are  subequal ;  hind  claw  distinct. 

The  genus  is  distributed  throughout  the  Oceans,  and  20  species 
are  recognized  in  the  British  Museum  Catalogue  ;  of  the^e  two  have 
b  een  obtained  in  Indian  seas. 


Knj  to  the  Sjteciif, 

a.  Plumage  dark  brown  thioughout     P.  chkrorhynihus,  p.  350. 

h.  Lo'^er  surlace  white /'.  jM-rswus,  p.  IWS. 

2a  2 


I 


lil.'lfl.  Pufflmis  elllorortyncliu?.     TUr  flrfm-hiUfi  Shenru-atfr. 
?iiffini«  diloMrlivnch  Js,  /,™.    Trait',  p.  (H3  (lisai  1;  i«^,  ft>* 

fVy/.  p,  1051;    irf.   S.   F.  \k.   p,  264 1   Oatt*,  D.  B.  ii,  |*.  JSU; 

Si/oix,  Cat.  n.  M.  »xv.  p.  37a. 
Pufflnus«pl.enurii»,  6-,»/H.  .1.  W.  .V.  //.  *iii,  p.  3(W5  (1*441. 
]'uffiBu» P,  7^j(«,  «  F.  iii,  p.  374  :  Humf.  Oil.  no,  n:U  ler. 


Fig.  a(-~Hwi 


.r  /■-  r}don>.hiitx,kiii.. 


Volorntiim.  Ihtrk  Kinoke-hro" ti,  slightly  pulpr  aikI  gwypr  benpnth, 
e^ppcifilly  oil  thp  throat,  which  has  an  ashy  tinge. 

Uill  diieky  grceDisb  ;    iris  dnsky  ;  legs  and  fif>t   fleshy  H'hit« 

Ijenijlli  17;  twl  5;  wtng  11  ;  tarsns  I'S;  bill  from  gHpe  1*"5. 
The  mwlian  rerlrices  exi'eed  the  outer  by  abont  1'5  inches. 

liuti'HiHtioH,  Indian  Ocoan,  !>t*as  of  Australia  and  Nlm\  Z«<alAiid, 
and  .Soutlmrn  PaciKc.  This  She.srnater  is  common  about  thu 
Seychelles.  Kodrigue;,,  and  Mauritius,  and  has  been  found  breeding 
at  Round  Island,  near  the  latter.  It  has  htiea  oblsined  niorelhtan 
ouw  on  the  coast  of  Ceylon,  and  is  very  probably,  hs  Lt'g^ 
])ointed  out,  the  bird  of  whicli  a  spedmsn  was  onoe  obtained  Hi 
Madras  by  Jerdon.  but  lo§t  before  a  complete  difseription  was 
liik«n  (B,  I,  iii,  jj,  820).  The  coloration  of  Ibis  was  ideutical 
«ilh  that  of  /'.  chhrorhytiehut,  but  some  oF  tb«  jueaaiireinenta 
(length  IS.  wing  llij,  tail  5,  hill  at  gape  Ij)  were  l:vrge  and 
agreed  betler  with  iboBe  of  Qitlrtluta  macrojitrra,  t.o  whicli  Jnrdim 
noticed  the  reseniblanfe.  Tlie  latter  in  easily  recogniwd  hy  ita 
Ennii  not  IH-Jng;  compreHHed,  and  by  its  stout«rbil];  bill  nud  fe«t 
liliu-k  in  colour. 

1  haie  seen  off  Hoiiihay  a  dark-coloured  Petrel  tbiil  looked  to 
me  larger  tlmit  F.  pertieuii,  but  It  wiib  at  a  cuti»iderablr  distnnco. 

1530.  Pnfflnua  persicua.     The  Prrtimy  .•iheaiteatir, 
Puftinus  perwcus,  Ilumr.  S.  F.  i.  p.  fi  (IW.Il;  v,  p    SW;  ."rf.  0»(. 
no.  1I7IS  bis  i  llla«/.  Ibi*.   1878,  p.  *il6 ;   Ba't'-r,  S.  F.  «.  p.  292  j 
Ifiime:    Birdg   Jlom.   n.  421;    id.  ifciV,   1H1>8,    p.    176;   SaJn'n, 
Cal.B.  jV.  1X1,  p,  381,pl.  iv. 

CaUralion.  Whole  upper  aurfDro  iinirorui  blachisli  bi-own,  tho 
dnrk  colour  extending  on  the  head  to  a  little  beneath  the  vya; 
leathers  around  eye  whitish -,  lower  Hurfitce  pure  white;  &ink«, 
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axillaries,  and  under  wing-coverts  near  edge  of  wing  dark  brown ; 
remainder  of  wing -lining  white. 

Bill  dusky  brown,  bluish  at  base,  and  on  three-fourths  of  lower 
mandible  ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  white,  tinged  with  pink  and 
lavender ;  claws,  margin  of  web,  outer  toe,  and  part  of  ridge  of  mid- 
toe  black  {Hume),     The  amount  of  black  on  the  foot  varies  slightly. 

Length  13;  tail  2*8  (median  feathers  about  "5  longer  than 
outer)  ;  wing  7*9  ;  tarsus  1*5  ;  bill  froai  gape  l*7o. 

DUtribatxon.  The  Arabian  Sea,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bombay  to  Aden.     Not  rare  off  the  Sind  and  Baluchistan  coasts. 

This  bird  is  scarcely  separable  from  ^he  widely  spread 
P,  oUcurus,  of  all  tropical  and  subtropical  oceans.  It  differs  in 
having  the  axillaries  dark  brown  instead  of  white  or  mottled,  and 
is  perhaps  rather  larger,  but  the  difference  is  very  slight.  As 
Mr.  Salvin  has  kept  P.  persicus  distinct,  I  admit  the  species,  but 
I  am  inclined  to  regard  it  as  only  a  geographical  race. 

Genus  DAFTIOK,  Stephens,  1826. 

Bill  short,  stout,  gonyb  angulate  near  the  end,  and  the  extremity 
inclined  upward ;  nostrils  terminating  in  a  single  orifice,  but 
divided  within.  Wings  long,  1st  quill  longest,  secondaries  shon. 
Tail  rather  short,  slightly  rounded  at  the  end;  rectrices  14. 
Tarsus  slender,  reticulate,  somewhat  compressed  and  shorter  than 
the  middle  or  outer  toe ;   hind  claw  stout. 

There  is  only  one  species. 

1540.  Daption  capensis.     The  Cape  Petrel, 

Procellaria  capensis,  Linn,  f'yst.  Nat,  i,  p.  213  (1766). 

Daption  ckpensis,  Steph.   in  Shaws  Gen,  Zooi,  xiii,  pt.  1,  p.  241, 

pi.  28;  Hume,  Ibis,  1870,  p.  4M8 ;  id.  S.  F.  vii,  pp.  442,  4<j;j;  id. 

Cat,  no.  97o  ter ;    Let/ye,  Birds  Ceyl,  p.  1050 ;    Oaten,  B,  B,  ii, 

p.  438;  Sakin,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxv,  p.  428. 

Colomtion.  Head  all  round  and  hind  neck  brownish  black; 
upper  parts  white,  each  feather  broadly  tipped  with  black,  except 
the  smaller  wing-covertt*  and  the  primary -coverts,  which  are 
blackish  throughout ;  quills  and  tail-feathers  white  with  long 
black  tips,  the  outer  webs  of  the  earlier  primaries  also  blackish ; 
lower  parts  from  the  throat  white,  the  feathers  of  the  throat  and 
lower  tail-coverts  more  or  less  spotted  with  dusky. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  deep  brown,  the  toes 
spotted  at  the  side  with  whitish  {Leyye). 

Length  about  16 ;  tail  4  ;  wing  10*25 ;  tarsus  1*7 ;  bill  from 
ga[)c  1*6. 

Distribution,  This  Petrel,  known  to  sailors  as  the  "  Cape 
Pigeon,"  is  common  throughout  the  Southern  Oceans,  but  is  of 
rare  occurrence  north  of  the  Equator.  A  single  individual,  of 
w  hich  the  skin  is  preserved  in  the  Hume  Collection,  was  shot  by 
Mr.  Theobald  in  the  Gulf  of  Manaar,  between  Ceylon  and  the 
roainlnud. 
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It  is  certain  that  the  Petrels  above  described  are  not  the  onlv 
species  that  frequent  Ihe  seas  of  India.     Reference  has  already 
been  made  in  the  account  of  Puffinus  cMororhynchus  to  a  doubtful 
species  once  obtained  by  Jerdon  at  Madras.     Then  Hume  (8.  F.  ii, 
J).  317)  saw,  near  Preparis  and  the  Cocos,  on  the  4th  March,  IH?.^, 
several  blue  and  white  Petrels,  probably  a  species  of  Prion,     They 
were  known  to  the  officers  of  the  ship  as  "  Whale  Birds."     A  bird 
known  by  the  same  name  is  said  by  Butler  to  occur  on  the  Baluch- 
i8^an  coast  (S.  F.  v,  p.  304).    Again  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whetlier 
all  the  small  *' Stormy  Petrels*'  so  frequently  seen  in  the  npp»T 
part  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  (S.  F.  ii,  p.  317)  are  Oceanites  oceanicftt 
or  Cymodromfi  melanognster,     I  have  a  distinct  recollection,  when 
on  my  way  from  Calcutta  \/o  Madras  by  steamer  on  one  occlusion, 
about    1867,  of  seeing,  only  a  few  yards  away  from   the  vessel, 
several  small  Petrels  that  appeared  to  want  the  conspicuous  white 
rump  of  those  two  species,  and  my  recollection  is  confirmed  by  a 
note  in  pencil  on  the  margin  of  my  copy  of  Jerdon.     It  is  far 
from  improbable  that  some  kind  of  Oceanodromn,  of  which  Beverai 
species  occur  in  the  North  Pacific,  may  be  found  in  the  Bay  of 
Bengal. 

Lastly,  there  is  the  bird  seen  bv  Sundevall  and  identified  by  him 
as  J/alodroma  or  Pdecanoides  urinatri.r  *.  Jerdon  (B.  I.  iii,  p.  S27), 
who  has  been  followed  by  Hume  (Cat.  no.  977)  and  Oates  (B.  B.  ii, 
p.  440),  admits  the  species  as  Indian.  The  locality  was  also 
given  in  Blyth's  Catalogue,  p.  295.  The  following  is  Sundevall's 
account : — 

'"  Jn  the  southern  part^  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  I  saw  several  times 
in  Deceml)er  and  January  a  bird  which  could  hardly  be  any  tiling 
else  than  the  above-mentioned  (P,  urinatriv).  The  colour  and  form 
were  clearly  distinguished  through  the  telescope  at  less  than  100 
ells  distance.  It  was  blackish  grey,  beneath  and  under  the  wings 
white,  with  projecting  nostrils,  and  was  but  little  larger  than  A1c<t 
aUe  (the  Little  Auk),  which  it  resembled  in  its  exterior.  Two  «>r 
three  were  commonly  seen  together  resting  on  the  water,  from 
which  they  occasionally  arose  and  flapped  with  their  wings  like 
ducks.  They  dived  remarkably  well  and  long,  like  Aha  and  Uria, 
and  flew  heavily  with  a  rapid  motion  of  the  wings  for  a  fliort 
distnnce  ck)se  over  the  surface." 

That  some  bird  not  yet  identified,  probabl\  a  Petrel,  was  seen  is 
evident,  but  as  no  specimen  was  obtained  it  is  premature  to 
identify  this  with  a  species  of  very  weak  powers  of  flight,  and  only 
found,  so  far  as  is  known,  in  latitudes  considerably  south  of  the 
Equator. 


*  rluHiogr.  Siillskapets  Tid<>l(.  i.  p.  1222  0^37) ;  A.  M.  N.  IL  xix,  p.  238. 


»l.—Ardta  niierea  and  young.     (Fron.  tlie  group  in  llie  Brilish  Musfuc 


Order  XXI.  HERODIONES. 

The  Ibises,  Spoonbills,  Storks,  and  Herons  have  long  been 
classed  togelher,  ibongh  their  relations  ro  pacb  other,  and  to  tbo 
Phcenicopteri  on  one  side  and  the  Sleganopodes  on  the  other,  gire 
rise  to  n  great  variely  of  opinions. 

All  are  raarsb  birds,  and  resembit' Cranes  and  Limicolic  in  having 
lengthened  bills,  necks,  and  legs,  and  all  formed,  uith  those  tvpe^i, 
port  oE  the  old  order  Grallatores  or  Waders — ^(he  Orallat  ot 
LinnsuB.  But  the  Ibises,  Storks,  and  Herons  differ  widely  from 
Cranee,  Bails,  Plovers,  ifcc.  in  anatumy  and  in  their  young  being 
helpless  when  hatched.  In  this  respec-t  and  in  the  characters  of 
the  palate,  the  Henxliones  resemble  the  Stegsnopodes  and  the 
Accipitrine  birds,  to  which  they  are  more  nearly  allied  than  to  the 
schizognatbous  Limicolte  and  Graltie. 
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In  the  HerodioDes  the  skull  18  desmognathous,  and  basiptervgoid 
processes  are  wanting.  The  nostrils  are  pervious.  There  are 
two  carotids  ;  the  caeca  are  rudimentary ;  the  oil-gland  is  tufted  ; 
and  the  wing  aquincubital.  Plantar  tendons  galline  as  a  rule, 
but  the  vinculum  in  some  Herons  and  Bitterns  is  weak  or 
absent,  so  that  the  flexor  longus  hallucis  passes  freely  to  tKe 
hallux,  as  in  Passeres.  Other  anatomical  characters  vary  in  tbr 
different  suborders.  An  aftershaft  is  generally  present,  but  is 
wanting  in  some  Storks. 

The  tibia,  except  in  a  few  Herons,  is  partially  bare,  the  toes 
long,  the  hind-toe  well-developed  and  not  raised  above  the  other 
toes.  Almost  all  the  genera  make  nests  of  sticks  in  trees, 
and  the  young  remain  in  the  nest  for  a  time  and  are  fed  by  the 
parents. 

The  Indian  Herodiones  may  be  arranged  in  three  suborders  thus 
distinguished  :  — 

a.  Schizorhinal ;  accessory  femoro-caudal  present ; 
sternum     with     four    posterior    incisions  ; 

syringeal  muscles  present Platale^k. 

6.  Hotorhinal ;      no     accessory    femoro-caudal  ; 
sternum  with  two  posterior  incisions. 
a,  No    intrinsic    muscles    to    syrinx ;    dorsal 

apterium  not  extending  to  neck CiconijB. 

6'.  A  pair  of  intrinsic  muscles  to  svrinx ; 
dorsid  apterium  extending  up  back  of 
neck   Abde^. 


Suborder  PLATALE^. 

The  members  of  this  suborder  are  schizorhinal  (see  p.  202),  an 
exceptional  character  amongst  desmognathous  birds,  and  the 
posterior  portion  of  the  mandible  is  prolonged  behind  the  quadrate, 
as  in  Anseres,  and  recurved.  In  the  sternum  there  are  two 
incisions  on  each  side  of  the  posterior  border.  Cervical  vertebra? 
17.  All  the  muscles  of  the  thigh  present,  including  the  accessory 
femoro-caudal,  which  is  wanting  in  Storks  and  Herons.  A  pair  of 
intrinsic  syriugeal  (tracheo-bronchial)  muscles  present  as  in 
Ardeae*. 

This  suborder  comprises  two  families : — 

a.  Dill  curved  downwards Ibididtt,  p.  361. 

b.  Hill  straiKht,  flattened,  dilnted  at  the  end PlataleidA,  p.  30H. 


I 


*  1  nm  iiidcbtM  to  Mr.  F.  K.  Beddard  for  this  information.  The  mu«cle« 
Are  u«imllj  »tattMl  to  be  wnnting  in  the  Ibises  and  SpoonbilU,  but  were  ob»eried 
by  iJarrod  ia  Pfafa/ea  aja;a  {V.  Z.  S.  I87r).  p.  2Ul»). 
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Family  IBIDID.E. 

The  membjrsof  this  family  were  long  confounded  with  Curlews. 
The  bill  is  long,  curved  downwards  and  compressed  at  the  sides, 
and  there  is,  on  each  side  of  the  culmen,  a  longitudinal  groove,  iu 
the  basal  portion  of  which  the  nostril  is  pierced. 

The  four  species  of  this  family  known  to  occur  in  India  are 
referred  to  three  genera. 

Key  1o  the  Genera, 

a.  Tarsus  covered  with  hexagonal  scales. 

a\  Head   and   neck  naked   in  adults ;   plumage 

white     litis,  p.  361. 

b'.  Head  naked  iu  adults,  neck  feathered  ;  plumage 

blackish    Inocotis,  p.  302. 

b.  Tarsus  with  transverse  scutellae  iu  front. 

c'.  Head  feathered  in  adults,  only  ihe  lores  naked.     Pj.koadis,  p.  304. 

Genus  IBIS,  Lacepede,  1801. 

The  head  and  neck  naked ;  bill  stout,  blunt,  the  nostril  linear : 
tibia  half -naked ;  tarsus  reticulate ;  toes  long,  bordered  by  a 
membrane  that  forms  a  web  towards  the  base,  especially  between 
the  3rd  and  4th  toes.  Tail  moderate,  of  12  feathers.  Tertiaries 
in  the  breeding- season  with  elongate  plumules  foriuing  ornamental 
plumes. 

This  genus,  of  which  the  Sacred  Ibis  is  the  type,  ranges  from 
Africa  through  India  and  the  Malay  countries  to  Australia.  One 
species  is  Indian. 

1541.  Ibia  melanocephala.     The  White  Ibis, 

Tantalus  melanocephalus,  Lath.  Ind.  Orn.  ii,  p.  709  (1790). 

Ibis  melanocephalus,    Vieill.  Nouo.  Diet.  cCHist.  Nat,  xvi,   p.  23 ; 

Blyth,  Birds  Burm.  p.   158;  Hume  (jr  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  484: 

CrippSy  tS.  F.  vii,  p.  310 ;  Leygcy  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1106 ;  Hume,  Cat. 

p.  941 ;  Doiy,  S.  F.  viii,  pp.  372,  377 ;    Vtdal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  91  ; 

But/er,  ibid,  p.  4;io ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  77  ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  2()8 : 

Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  390 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  151 ; 

Hume^  S.  F.  xi,  p.  338  ;  Oates  in  Humes  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii, 

p.  226 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  7. 
Threskiornis  melanocephalus.  Gray,  Cat.  Mamm.  etc.  Coll.  Hodys. 

p.  137;  Blythy  Cat.  p.  276  ;  Jerdon^  B,  I.  iii, p.  768 ;  Stoliczkti,  J.  A. 

iS.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  255  ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E,  p.  632 ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  257  ; 

Adam,  ibid.  p.  400 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  25  ;  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  231. 
Thresciomis  melanocephalus,  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  174  ;  Beavan,  Ibis, 

18(58,  p.  390. 

Munda,  Sa/ed  Baza,  Didhar,  H. ;  Kacha-tor,  Purneah  ;  Sabui-buza, 
Do'chora,  Jien^.'y  Tatu-koka,  Cing. :  Kayusoti,  I3urm. 
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Coloration.  Plumage  white,  the  ends  of  the  tertiaries  slaty  grey, 
and  generally  the  tips  of  the  first  primaries  edged  or  mottled  with 
brown.  In  broeding-plnmage  there  are  elongate  white  feathers 
round  the  base  of  the  neck  and  plumes  on  the  upper  breast,  aad 
the  grey  t«rtiaries  are  elongate  and  loose-textured. 

Young  birds  have  the  head  and  neck  feathered  as  far  forward 
as  the  eyes ;  the  head,  except  beneath,  blackish  grey,  which  passes 
gradually  into  white  on  the  hind  neck. 

Bill  black  ;  irides  red-brown  ;  head  and  neck  dark  bluish  black ; 
legs  glossy  black  ;  skin  of  wing  blood-red. 

Length  30  ;  tail  5  ;  wing  14  ;  tarsus  4  ;  bill  from  gape  6'0. 

Dijttribution,  Throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  in  suitable 
localities,  also  in  China  and  Southern  Japan. 

IfahiUi^  Sfc,  The  White  Ibis  is  a  resident,  most  common  in  those 
parts  of  the  plains  of  India  where  there  are  large  marshes  with 
high  reeds  and  trees  growing  in  them,  but  it  may  be  found 
wherever  there  are  rivers  or  large  tanks ;  generally  in  flocks, 
except  in  the  breeding-season,  it  feeds  on  mollusca,  Crustacea, 
insects,  worms,  <fcc.  The  breeding-season  is  from  June  to  August 
in  Northern  India,  November  to  February  in  Ceylon,  and  the 
nest  is  of  sticks  on  a  large  tree,  several  pairs  of  birds  often 
nesting  together.  The  eggs  are  from  2  to  4  in  number,  generally 
3,  bluish  or  greenish  white,  as  a  rule  without  markings,  but 
occasionally  delicately  spotted  with  yellowish  brown,  and  they 
measure  on  an  average  2*o4  by  1*7. 


Genus  INOCOTIS,  Reichenb.,  18r)2. 

Two  Indian  species  of  Ibis  are  distinguished  by  having  the  head 
naked  in  adults  but  not  the  neck  ;  the  bill  is  more  slender  than 
in  the  genus  lhU\  the  feet  shorter,  and  the  pluihage  nearly  black 
instead  of  white. 

One  of  the  species,  /.  davisoni,  has  been  unnecessarily  made  the 
type  of  a  distinct  genus,  the  ditfereuces  between  the  two  being 
very  small  indeed. 

Ke]f  to  the  Species. 

a.  Crown  of  the  head  with  red  granular  papilhe  .  .     I.  papiWisUA^  p.  .*^62. 
/>.  No  red  papillae  on  the  head,  crown  smooth  ....     /.  darisoniy  p.  3(54. 

1542.  Inocotis  papillosus.     The  Black  This. 

Ibis  papillosa,  Temm.  PL  Col.  pi.  304  (1824). 

Geronticus  papillosus,  Gray,  Cat.  Mamm.  etc.  Cofl.  Hodgs.  p.  137; 


Bhfthy  Birds  Burm.  p.   158 ;  Butler  8f  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  25 ; 
Fairhank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  204 :  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  231. 
Inocotis  papillosus,  Bonap.  Consp.  ii,  p.  154 ;  Davids.  Sf  Wend.  S.  F. 


rii,  p.  92;  HHme,   Cat.  no.  fl42:  Doig,  S.  F.  yiii.pp.  372,  377  ; 
Butler,  S.   F.  ii,  p.  435 ;  Xfid,  8.  F.  x,  p.  77  ;  I)avv>on,  ibid. 
p.  417  :  McGr^or.  ibid.  p.  442 ;  Oatei  i       " 
I::    ..    turn  .    a..—  .-     dj-j^    #>„_    »    ta 


^«=«,  Kola  Buxa,  Kardiikal,  H. ;  Nflta  kankanum,  Tel. :  Black  Curlflw, 
King  Curicw  of  Anfrlo-IiidiBii?. 


Coloration.  Net'k  and  body  above  and  Iwlow  dark  olive-brown, 
with  slight  greenish  gloss  on  the  back,  a  larj-e  white  pati-li  on  tbo 
inner  lesser  and  niargioal  coverts  of  each  wini;;  n-«t  of  the  wing 
above  and  below  and  lail  black,  glossed  with  purplish  and  gn-en. 

The  young  have  the  head  fenthered  on  the  croun  and  throat, 
the  feathered  area  above  and  below  ending  in  a  point,  the  fore- 
Iif^d,  area  round  the  eve,  and  the  chin  b^ru.  Feathers  of  the 
netk  and  body  with  nifous  edges. 

Crown  of  adults  nearly  covered  with  red  papilla,  the  area  tbn^ 
ornamented  cut  oS  tranxver^ely  behind  and  pointed  in  front, 
remainder  of  naked  skin  of  head  black;  bill  greeniah-leaden ; 
iriiles  dull  orange-i'ed  ;  legs  and  feet  l>rick-red. 

Length  27;  tail  7-5;  wing  15-5:  tarsus^;  bill  from  gape  5-5. 

Dittrihution.  The  plains  of  >forthern  India  (not  the  ilimalayas) 
and  the  Peninsula  as  far  south  as  Mysore,  except  on  the  Western 
coast.  This  bird  is  not  found  in  I^ower  Bengal  and  is  apparenll) 
nantiiig  to  the  eastward,  but  Bod  win -Austen  got  it  at  Myinen 
singb,  and  according  to  Blyth  it  has  been  obtained  in  Arrakan. 

Ilabiu,  ^-c.  The  Black  Ibis  is  far  less  of  a  marsh  bird  than  the 
White  Ibis,  and  is  generally  found  on  dry  cultivation  or  open 
ground  in  pairs  or  small  parties.  It  is  said  to  feed  partly  on 
grain,  but  chiefly  on  insecl,s,  Crustacea,  &c.  It  often  perches  on 
large  trees  and  it  has  a  peculiar  harsh  cry,  not  very  fivquentlv 
utteredexcept  in  the  breeding-season.  It  breeds  nt  various  seasons^ 
March  and  April,  and  again  in  August  and  September,  in  Northern 
India,  about  December  in  the  Deccan.  It  makes  nest«  of  sticks 
on  trees,  and  lays  3  or  4  seti-green  eggs,  unspotted  as  a  rule,  and 
measuring  about  2'1.1  by  I'7.  Oct-asionally  the  Black  Ibis  lays  in 
a  nest  that  has  been  used  by  a  vulture,  eagle,  or  owl.  The 
flesh  of  this  species  is  at  times  very  good  eating,  far  superior  to 
that  of  Ihii  ntelanae.-}ihnUi. 
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1543.  Inocotis  daviBoni.     DavisorCs  Black  Ibis. 

Geronticus  davisoui,  Humey  S.  F,  iii,  p.  300  (1875). 

Ueronticus  papillosus,  apud  Oatenj  S.  jF.  iii,  p.  347  ;  nee  Temm. 

Inocotis  papillosuSy  apud  Gates,  S.  F,  v,  p.  It58. 

Graptocephalus  davisoni,  EUiUj  P.  Z.  6*.  1877,  p.  490 ;  Hume  8f  Dav. 

6*.  F.  VI,  p.  485 ;  //ii//w,  Cat.  no.  942  bis ;  Oaten,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  300 ; 

X,  p.  244}  id.  B,  B.  ii,  p.  269;  id.  in  Hu»ie' a  N,  ^  £.  2nd  ^. 

iii,  p.  231. 

The  plumage  is  coloured  as  in  the  last  species,  but  this  bird  is 
rather  larger  and  the  naked  skin  of  the  head  is  very  differently 
coloured.  There  is  no  red  area  on  the  crown,  the  occiput  is  smooth, 
the  frontal  area  more  rugose,  the  skin  of  the  head  is  blackish 
brown,  with  a  broad  white  ring  tinged  with  blue  at  the  nape  just 
above  the  feathered  neck. 

Bill  bluish ;  irides  orauge-red  ;  feet  pale  coral-red  {Gates), 

Length  30  ;  tail  8  ;  wing  16*5  ;  tarsus  3*5  ;  bill  from  gape  7. 

Distribution.  Pegu ;  {Southern  Tenasserim ;  Cochin  China  and 
Siam. 

Habits,  iSfc.  This  Ibis  is  a  resident  on  the  plains  of  the  Irrawaddy, 
occurring  singly  or  in  pairs,  with  very  similar  habits  to  those 
of  /.  papillosus.  Ill  Southern  Tenasserim  it  has  only  been 
observed  at  particular  seasons.  It  haunts  open  plains  or  marshy 
flats  or  the  banks  of  rivers,  and  perches  on  high  trees,  audit  has  a 
harsh  weird  cry.  Gates  found  on  the  13th  February  a  nest  be- 
longing to  this  bird,  containing  two  pale  blue  eggs,  one  of  which 
measured  2*55  by  1*8.     The  nest  was  ot  sticks  on  a. tree. 

Genus  PLEGADIS,  Kaup,  1829. 

This  genus  is  distinguished  by  having  the  head  feathered  except 
on  the  lores  and  area  in  front  ot*  the  eye.  The  tarsi  are  lengthened, 
and  scutellate  in  front ;  toes  long  and  slender.  The  bill  is  much 
more  slender  than  in  the  genus  Ibis. 

A  single  species  of  wide  range  is  found  in  India ;  two  other 
reputed  species  are  American. 

1544.  Plegadis  falcinellus.     The  GJosstj  His. 

Tantalus  falcinellus,  Linn.  Sf/st.  Naf.  i,  p.  241  (17(K)). 

Xumenius  igneus  &  N.  viridis,  6'.  6'.  Gin.  lieise  d.  Busal.  i,  pp.  166, 

167  (1770). 
Ibis   falcinellus,     Vieili.     Nour.    Diet,    d' Hist.    Nat.   xvi,    p.     23  ; 

Gate.H  ^'  Httme^  S.  F.  iii,  p.  192. 
Plegadis  falcinellus,  Kaup,  Aatiirl.  Si/st.  p.  82  ;  Lcgqe,  Birds  Ceyl. 

p.'  1100;  Parker,   Ibi's,   18K^,  p.   194;    Gates,   B.   B.   ii,   p.   1^81  ; 

id.  in  Hume's  A'.  wS'  K  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  231  ;  iSharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi, 

p.  29. 
Falcinellus    ij^neus,    Gray,  Cat.   Maynm.  etc.    CotL   Hodys.  p.    136; 

Blyth,   Cat.  p.  274,   hfiy,  Ibis,   18()1,  p.  243;  Jenftm,   Ii.  I.  iii, 

p.    770;  Godu\'Au.^t.  J.   A.  iS.  B.   xaxix,  pt.  2,   p.  275;  Hume, 

N.  »5r  F.  p.  63o  ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  :ib7 ;  Bhjth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  158 ; 


PLBOADI8.  365 

Butler  Sr  Humr,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  25 ;  Drtridson  \  Wenden,  S.  F.  vii, 
p.  92:  ButJ^r,  ibid.  p.  188:  BaU,  ibid.  pp.  2:31,  234:  Cripps,  ibid, 
p.  310;  Btwie,  ibid.  p.  491  ;  id.  Cat,  no.  943;  I)oiff,  S.  F.  viii, 
p.  377 ;  Hume  ^  Inglis^  S.  F.  ix,  p.  259 ;  Butier,  ibid.  p.  430 ; 
SwtHhoe,  /6w,  1882,  p.  123;  Btddulph,  ibid.  p.  289;  Beid,  S.  F. 
X,  p.  78 ;  Dav'dsofiy  ibid.  p.  325 ;  Hunter  S.  F.  xi,  p.  339 ;  Bame^t, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  391 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  If.  Soc.  vi,  p.  163. 

Kaipdri,  Kowar^  Chota  btiza^  H. :  Kala  Kachiatora^  Beng. ;  Tati 
Kankaramj  Tel.;  Karapu  Kotan^  Tarn.  (Cevlon) ;  Battu  datudmca, 
Ciiijr. 

Coloration,  In  bpeeding-|>luinage  the  crown  is  glossy  purplish 
red,  changing  to  grt»en  ;  remainder  of  the  head  brown,  with  purple 
gloss ;  neck  all  ronud,  upper  back,  scapulars,  and  smaller  wing- 
coverts  dark  chestnut,  breast  and  abdomen  lighter  chestnut ;  rest 
of  plumage,  including  wings,  tail,  and  under  tail-coverts,  black  or 
deep  brown,  richly-  glossed  with  bronze-green  and  purple  or  steel- 
blue. 

In  winter  plumage  the  smaller  wing-coverts  and  scapulars 
resemble  the  rest  of  the  upper  plumage,  and  the  bead  and  neck 
are  blackish  brown,  streaked  with  white. 

Young  birds  resemble  old  birds  in  winter  plumage,  but  have  the 
base  of  the  neck  and  lower  parts  blackish  brown. 

Bill  dark  livid  brown  ;  faoial  skin  livid,  extending  round  the 
eye  ;  irides  brown,  in  some  mottled  with  grej' ;  legs  and  feet 
bronzed  brown,  bluish  above  the  knee  (Legc/e). 

Length  25  ;  tail  4  ;  wing  1 1 ;  tarsus  4 ;  bill  from  gape  5* 25. 

Distribution,  Widelv  spread  through  the  warmer  parts  of  the 
world.  Found  in  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  but  rare  or  unknown 
throughout  the  drier  hilly  regions,  and  common  only  in  well- 
watered  parts,  especially  where  there  are  large  marshes  or  tanks. 
Hare  in  Burma,  though  abundant  in  Manipur.  In  most  parts  of 
India  this  Ibis  is  a  cold-weather  visitor  only,  but  it  breeds  in  Sind, 
on  the  Eastern  Nara,  in  large  numbers,  also  in  Ceylon,  and 
probably  in  other  suitable  places. 

Habits^  ^'c.  The  Glossy  Ibis  is  usually  seen  in  India  in  large 
flocks,  frequenting  marshes,  tanks,  paddy  fields,  the  borders  of 
rivers,  tidal  creeks,  or  the  sea-coast.  Its  food  eousi^Jts  of  insects, 
Crustacea,  mollusca,  worms,  &c.  Mr.  Doig  found  it  breeding  in  Sind 
in  Jun6,  whilst  in  Ceylon  Col.  Legge  and  Mr.  Parker  took  its  nests 
between  November  and  February.  The  nest  is  the  usunl  platform 
of  sticks  on  a  tree,  and  the  eggs  are  generally  three  in  number, 
and  of  a  beautiful  blue  colour,  and  they  measure  about  2"0l  by 
1-40.     This  bird  has  a  low  call,  and  is  said  to  be  excellent  eating. 


866  PLATALEIDX. 


Family  PLATALEIDyE. 

The  Spoonbills  are  so  nearly  related  to  the  Ibises,  that  by  many 
naturalists  the  two  are  united  in  the  same  family.  Bat  the 
Spoonbills  are  less  conspicuously  schizorhinal,  and  their  bill  is 
very  different  in  form,  dilated  at  the  tip  and  not  curved.  A  single 
genus  is  Indian. 


Genus  PLATALEA,  Linn.,  1766. 

Both  mandibles  greatly  flattened,  especially  anteriorly,  where 
they  become  broader,  spoon-shaped,  and  slightly  curved  down  at 
the  tip  ;  nostrils  near  base,  elongately  oval,  eiKjh  in  a  groove  that 
extends  from  the  base,  the  two  grooves  parallel  at  first  and 
diverging  at  the  nostrils,  and  running  thence  to  the  tip  just  inside 
the  curved  border  of  the  mandible.  Sides  of  head  in  front  of  eye 
naked.  Legs  long,  tibia  half-naked,  tarsus  reticulated  throughout ; 
toes  long,  bordered  by  membrane  and  webbed  at  the  base.  One 
species  is  Indian. 


1545.  Platalea  leucorodia.     The  Spoonbill. 

Platalea  leucorodia,  Linn.  >Si/s(.  Nat.  i,  p.  231  (17G6) ;  Blt/th,  Cat, 
p.  270 ;  Jerdoti,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  7()3  ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1807,  p.  173 ;  Kint;, 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  217 ;  Stolic-zka,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xli,  pt.  2, 
p.  265;  Haye»-Lloydy  Ibis,  1873,  p.  419;  IIum€y  N.  6c  E.  p.  628  ; 
id.  JS.  F.  i,  jp.  250;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  399;  Butler  Sf  Hume,  S.  K 
iv,  p.  24;  I)avids.  ^  Wend.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  91  ;  BaU,  ibid.  p.  231  ; 
Hume,  ibid.  p.  491 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  939 ;  Boig,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  372 ; 
Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1090;  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  91  ;  Butler,  ibid. 
p.  435 ;  Beidy  >S.  F.  x,  ]>.  77 :  Davison,  ibid.  p.  324  ;  Simson,  Ibis, 
1882,  p.  93 ;  Parker,  Ibis,  1883,  ]>.  194 ;  Smnh.  ^  Barnes,  Jbia, 
1885,  p.  130;  Ogiicie  Grant,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  35;  St.  John,  ibid. 
p.  178:  Gates  in  Hume's  y.  Sr  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  217;  Barnes, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  388;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Sor.  vi,  p.  150. 

Platalea  leucerodia,  Beichvnb.  Jour.  f.  Om.  1877,  p.  lo9;  Sharpe, 
Cat.  B.  M.  XX vi,  p.  44. 

Chamach  buza  (Spoon  Ibis),  JI. ;  Chinta,  Bt?ng.  ;  Gentu  muku  konga, 
Tel.;   Chapy  Chun  dun.  Turn.  (Cevlon). 

Coloration.  Pure  white  ;  on  the  lower  fore  nrck  a  patch  of 
cinnamon- buff  or  tawny  in  adults.  A  large  nuchal  crest  of 
pointed  and  drooping  plumes  is  assumed  in  the  breeding-season. 

Young  birds  have  no  crest,  and  the  primaries  and  primary- 
coverts,  and  sometimes  the  secondaries,  have  black  shaits  ;  the 
outer  primaries  have  blackish  edges  and  tips. 

Bill  black,  more  or  less  yellow  at  the  tip ;  loral  space  yellow  ; 
gular  skin   extending  2^  to  3  inches  down  the  throat  reddish 
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yellow  ;  legs  and  feet  black  {Legge).     Bill  in  young  birds  yellow, 
later  dark  ashy. 


Fig.  84i.— Bill  of  P.  Uucurodia,     J. 

Length  of  wule  33  inches  ;  tail  4*75 ;  wing  15  ;  tarsus  (5 ;  bill 
from  gape  8.  Females  rather  less.  Eastern  sj^ecimens  run  larger 
than  Western,  and  the  Japanese  race  Las  been  separated  as 
I\  major. 

Distribution.  Central  and  Southern  Europe,  Eastern  Africa, 
South-western  Asia,  Afghanistan,  Baluchistan,  and  Central  Asia 
to  China  and  India.  Spoonbills  occur  locally  in  well-watered 
tracts  throughout  the  Indian  Peninsula  and  Ceylon,  but  are  rare 
or  wanting  m  drier  and  hilly  regions.  They  are  not  common  in 
Lower  Bengal,  though  some  have  been  observed  near  Calcutta  and 
Dacxa,  but  the  species  has  not  been  met  with  in  Assam,  Manipur, 
or  Burma. 

Habits  J  4^c.  Spoonbills  are  resident  in  India ;  they  are  knov  n  to 
breed  in  the  Deecan,  Sind,  and  the  North-west  Provinces,  and  also 
in  Ceylon.  In  Northern  India,  in  the  cold  season,  they  are  found 
about  large  rivers,  tanks,  and  marshes  in  small  flocks,  sometimes 
in  larger  numbers,  and  they  feed  in  shallow  water  on  insects, 
Crustacea,  worms,  mollusca,  and  on  water-plants,  occasionally  &hu 
on  small  fish  or  frogs.  They  fly  well,  with  the  neck  straight. 
Several  pairs  breed  together,  making  nests  of  sticks  on  trees  near 
water,  and  they  lay  usually  four  eggs,  chalky  white,  with  ill-defined 
brown  spots,  and  measuring  about  2*7  by  1*81.  The  breeding- 
season  varies:  August  in  the  North-west  Provinces,  October  and 
November  in  Sind,  April  and  May  in  the  Deecan,  March  in  Ceylun. 
Spoonbills  are  good  to  eat. 
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Suborder  CICONI.E. 

The  Sturks,  which  constitute  the  present  suborder,  are  holo- 
rhiiial ;  the  mandible  is  not  produced  behind  its  articulation  with 
the  quadrate,  and  there  is  a  single  incision  on  each  side  in  the 
posterior  border  of  the  sternum.  Cervical  vertebra)  17.  Ainbiens 
generally  present  but  small,  occasionally  vt anting;  accessor}' 
femoro-caudal  absent,  and  the  femoro-caudal  is  sometimes  wanting. 
No  tracheo -bronchial  muscles  to  the  syrinx,  hence  all  Storks  are 
absolutely  destitute  of  voice ;  they  make  sounds  by  snapping  their 
bills,  and  some  are  said  to  emit  a  grunting  noise.  The  dorsal  hare 
tract  does  not  extend  to  the  neck.  There  are  no  powder-down 
patches,  and  the  middle  claw  is  not  pectinated. 


Family  CICONIID^. 

Bill  stout  and  long,  without  any  distinct  groove  at  the  sides  of 
the  upper  mandible ;  genys  long.  Wings  long ;  tail  short.  Legs 
very  long,  tibia  half-naked,  tarsus  reticulated  with  hexagonal  scaler. 
Toes  of  moderate  length,  the  three  anterior  toes  united  by  web 
at  the  base  ;  hind-toe  on  same  plane  ;  claws  generally  short,  broad, 
and  blunt. 

Keij  to  the  Genera. 

a.  Mandibles  in  contact ;  no  open  8pace  be- 

twt'en  them. 
a'.  Hill  straight. 

a".  Forehead,      crown,      and      cheeks 

feathered     Ciconia,  p.  368. 

b".  Crown     feathered ;     forehead     and 

cheeks  nak(Mi    Dissuka,  p.  370. 

c".  (?rown  naked  :  whole  head  and  neck 

nearlv  naked     . . .  . , Leptoi»tiluh,  p.  373. 

b'.  Bill   slijrlilly  curve<l  upward    at  end ; 

head  feathered Xknorhvnciuk,  p.  371. 

r'.  Hill  curved  downward   at  end ;    head 

naked    PsFri>oTANTALrs,p.  37o. 

b.  An  open  npace  between  uiandibleH    Axasiomvh,  p.  37< . 

Genus  CICONIA,  Brisson,  1760. 

The  typical  Storks  have  a  long,  stout,  tapering,  and  pointed 
bill,  the  lovier  mandible  slightly  inclined  upward  tox^ards  the  end  ; 
iioNtriU  almost  linear,  basal,  pervious  ;  orbits  naked,  sides  of  head 
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feathered  around  them ;  lower  half  of  tibiae  bare ;  tarsi  long, 
reticulated ;  feet  shorf,  toes  broad ;  claws  yery  short,  broad, 
depressed. 

Key  to  the  Spedes, 

a.  Head,  neck,  and  hack  white    C.  alba^  p.  369. 

b.  Head,  neck,  and  hack  black  or  dark  brown   C,  niffra,  p.  369. 

1546.  Ciconia  alba.     The  White  Stork. 

Aidea  ciconia,  Linn,  Syat,  Xat,  i,  p.  235  (1766). 

Ciconia  alba,  Bechtt,  Naturg.  DmtschL  iii,  p.  48  (1793) ;  Blythj  Cat, 
p.  276 ;  Irby,  Ibis,  1861,  p.  244 ;  Jerdm,  B.  L  iii,  p.  736  ;  Blyth, 
Ibi»,  1867,  p.  172 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  262  ;  Butler  ^  Huine,  S,  F, 
iy,  p.  22  ;  Fairbank,  ibid,  p.  263 ;  Davidson  (J-  Wenden,  S,  F,  vii, 
p.  90 ;  Ball,  ibid,  p.  230 ;  Cripvs,  ibid,  p.  306  ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  919 ; 
leffge.  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1119 ;  ButUr,  S.  F,  ix,  p.  433 ;  Parker,  ibid. 
p.  485 ;  Iteid,  S.  P,  x,  p.  71 ;  Davidson,  ibid,  p.  323 ;  Davison, 
tbid,  p.  415 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  376 ;  Hutne,  S,  F.  xi,  p.  331. 

Ciconia  ciconia,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxvi,  p.  299. 

Lag-lag,  Haji  Lag-iag,  Ujli,  Dhak,  Ghybur,  H. ;   Wadume  Konga,  Tel. 

Coloration.  White,  except  the  quills,  primary-coyerts,  larger 
secondary-coyerts,  and  longer  scapulars,  which  are  black,  slightly 
glossed  with  purple  and  green ;  outer  webs  of  secondaries  more  or 
less  frosted  with  white. 

Bill  fine  blood-red,  irides  brown,  naked  orbits  black ;  legs  red 
{Jerdon). 

Length  d||  feet ;  tail  9*5  inches  ;  wing  24 ;  tarsus  8  (7-9) ;  bill 
from  gape  8. 

DistrAution.  The  greater  part  of  Europe  and  Africa,  Western 
and  Central  Asia,  breeding  in  the  north  temperate  region,  and 
migrating  southward  in  winter.  Storks  are  fairly  common  in 
many  parts  of  Northern  India,  and  they  occur  in  the  Deccan,  but 
they  are  rare  to  the  southward  and  in  Ceylon,  where,  howeyer,. 
Mr.  Parker  states  that  he  found  some  breediug  in  December. 
Hume  saw  in  Manipur  birds  probably  of  this  species,  but  perhaps 
of  the  Eastern  C.  boyciana*^  which  replaces  C.  alba  in  Eastern  Asia. 
No  white  Stork  is  known  to  occur  in  Burma. 

Habits,  S^c.  A  migratory  bird,  breeding  on  trees,  and  where 
protected  by  the  inhabitants,  as  in  many  parts  of  Europe  and  Asia, 
on  houses.  In  India,  where  this  Stork  arriyes  in  October  and 
leayes  in  March,  it  is  generally  seen  in  flocks  on  open  plains,  and 
it  feeds  on  insects,  reptiles,  and  fish.  It  builds  a  huge  nest  of 
sticks,  and  lays  3  to  5  white  eggs  measuring  about  3*2  by  2*15. 

1547.  Ciconia  nigra.    The  Black  Stork. 

Axdea  nigra,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat,  i,  p.  235  (1766). 
Ciconia  nigra,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  277 ;  Jerdon,  B,  L  iii,  p.  735 ;  Butler 
^  Hums,  S.  F.  iy,  p.  22 ;  Fairbank,  ibid,  p.  263;  Davidson  ^' 

*  C,  hoyeiana  (Swinh.  P.  Z.  S.  1873,  p.  513 ;  1874,  pi.  i)  i«  a  larger  bird 
resembling  C.  alba  in  plumage,  but  with  a  black  bill. 
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Wend.  S.  F,  vii,  p.  90 ;  ffimi^,  Cat.  no.  918 ;  ScuUt/,  S.  F.  Yiii, 
p.  3i>9 ;  Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  98 ;  Scully,  ibid.  p.  691 ;  Buthtj 
S.  F.  \xy  p.  433 ;  Davidsofi,  S.  P.  x,  p.  323 ;  Barnes,  Birdi  Bmn. 
p.  370. 
Melanopelargus  nigra,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  252 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  i\,  p.  433 ; 
V,  p.  420;  \ii,  p.230. 

Surmai,  H. 

Coloration,  Deep  blackish  brown,  glossed  with  purple,  green, 
aod  broDze ;  sides  of  head  glossed  bronze ;  fore  neck  bronzy  green, 
followed  by  a  purple  gorget ;  upper  breast  glossed  green ;  lower 
breast,  abdomen,  flanks,  and  under  tail-coverts  white. 

Beak,  naked  skin  round  the  eye,  and  legs  red,  with  an  or&nge 
tinge  ;  irides  reddish  brown  {Dresser), 

Length  40 ;  tail  10 ;  wing  21 ;  tarsus  8 ;  bill  from  gape  8. 

Distribution,  The  greater  part  of  Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia.  This 
Stork  breeds  in  temperate  Europe  and  Asia  and  migrates  south- 
ward in  winter.  Large  numbers  visit  the  Punjab  and  Northern 
Sind  at  that  season,  and  smaller  numbers  occur  throughout 
Northern  India,  Assam,  and  the  Decran,  but  the  species  has  not 
been  observed  in  Southern  Lidia,  Ceylon,  or  Burma. 

Habits,  ^c.  In  India  Black  Storks  usually  occur  in  flocks,  which 
are  frequently  of  large  size.  This  bird  much  resembles  the  White 
Stork  in  habits,  but  does  not  breed  about  human  dwellings. 


G^enus  DISSURA,  Hume,  1879. 

This  is  distinguished  from  Ciconia  by  having  the  forehead  and 
the  sides  of  the  head  to  behind  the  eyes  nude,  and  the  upper  tail- 
coverts  stiff  and  bifurcating,  the  exterior  coverts  longest,  nearly 
reaching  the  tip  of  the  tail.     A  single  species. 

1548.  Dissura  episcopus.     TTie  White-necJced  Storh, 

Ardea  episcopus,  Bodd.  Tabl.  PL  Enl.  p.  »")4  (1783). 

Arclea  leucocephala,  Gmel.  Syst.  Aat.  i,  p.  642  (1788). 

Ciconia  leucocephala,  Blythy  Cat.  p.  277 ;    Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  737  ; 

Godic.'Anst.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  175  ;  Butler  <Jj-  Hume,  S,  F, 

iv,  p.  22. 
Melauopelar^s  episcopus,  Hume  <5*  Henders.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  294 ; 

Hume,  N.  Sr  E.  p.  609;    Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  398  j    Ball,  S.  F,  ii, 

]).  433  :  Hume  Sr  Gates,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  189 ;    Hume  8f  Dav.  S.  F,  \i, 

p.  469 ;  Davidson  <§•  IVend.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  90. 
Cicouia  episcupus,  Bh/ih  4'  Wald.  Birds  Burm.  p.  158 ;   Faij'bank, 

S.  F.  iv,  p.  203 ;    Jrardl.  Bams.  Ibi9,  1877,  p.  470. 
Dissura  episcopus,  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  230 ;  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  307  ;  Hume, 

Cat.  no.  920 :  Sculli/,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  359 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  387  ;  Leffpt, 

Birds  Cei/l.  p.  1119;    Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  88;    Butler^  Uml.  p.  433; 

Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  74 ;    Davidson,  ibid.  p.  323  ;   Davison,  ibid.  p.  417 ; 

Gates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  205 ;  id.  in  Hume's  N.  ^  B.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  268; 

Barnes,   Birds   Bom.   p.    376 ;    id.   Jour.  Bom.  N.    H.  Soc,  vi, 

p.  142;  Hume  c^-  Cripps,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  331 ;  Beddard,  P.  Z.  S.  1896, 

p.  231 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  294. 
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Mamh^or,  Lag-lay,  H. ;  Sngald,  Mar. ;  Sanku-hidi-konga,  Tel. ; 
Mdna  iatu,  VanaUiif  kohi.  Padre  koku,  Cing.;  Chi-ffyin-tttt,  Buna. 
Btef-iteak  Bird  of  some  Anglo-Iodiaiw. 


Fig.  87.— Head  or  Ditgura  epUcopna.     |. 

Coloration.  Crown  black  glossed  with  (i[reen ;  neck,  lower 
abdomen,  under  tait-coverts,  and  tail  wbite ;  remainder  of  plumage 
bliick,  glossed  with  green  on  the  lower  back  and  rump,  lesser 
and  greater  coierts  and  quills,  and  upper  abdomen,  purple  on  the 
upper  back,  median  coverts,  and  breaat. 

.In  young  birds  the  white  neck -feathers  are  more  fluSy  and  the 
dork  parts  brown. 

Bill  black,  tinged  «ith  red  on  the  culmen,  tips  and  margins  of 
the  mandibles  ;  eyelids  and  facial  akin  plumbeous ;  irides  crimson 
legs  and  toes  red  (Oates). 

Length  36 ;  tail  S  ;  wing  20  ;  tarsus  65  ;  bill  from  gape  G-6. 

Distribution.  Except  in  the  Punjab  and  Sind  (where,  howerer. 
a  solitary  specimen  was  once  obtained,)  this  Stork  appears  to  occur 
almost  throughout  the  well-watered  plains  ot  India,  Ceylon, 
mid  Burma ;  also  in  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Cochin  China,  Siunatra, 
Java,  Borneo,  and  Celebes. 

Habit*,  ^e.  The  White-necked  Stork  is  found  singly  or  in  small 
flocks  on  open  plains  and  cultivatidn  or  on  the  banks  of  rivers, 
marshes,  and  tanks,  especially  about  ponds  that  are  nearly  dry 
it  feeds  on  insects,  reptiles,  frogs,  mollueks,  crabs,  fish,  &c.  It 
flies  strongly  and  well,  and  may  be  occasionally  seen  circling  high 
in  the  air  without  moving  its  wings.  It  breeds  in  June,  July,  and 
August  in  Upper  India,  but  in  the  Deccan  about  December  and 
January;  makes  a  large  nest  of  sticks,  thinly  lined  with  down  and 
feathers,  or  thickly  covered  with  straw,  teates,  and  feathers  mixed, 
and  lays  normally  four  bluish-white  eggs  measuriog  about  2'5 
by  1S3. 

Genus  XEHORHTHCHtJS,  Bonap.,  1857. 
Bill  very  long,  ascending  slightly  ton  ords  the  tip ;    tarsus  ver 
long.     Head  and  neck  completely  feathered. 

The  only  species  of  this  genus  is  a  large  and  handsome  bir^. 
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1S49.  Xenorhjnchas  aBiatdcos.     The  Blaeh-iiedtd  Siorh. 

Wvcl-'rift  BsinticB,  L>i(/i.  hitl.  Oi-n.  ii,  p.  670  (1790). 

AMen  iudicft,  Zol/:  t.  c.  p.  701  (17[M)). 

Uvnteria  anstroli^,  SAair,  Tram.  Lina.  Soe.  v,  p.  SI  (1800) ;  Bit/Ui, 

'Cat.  p,  276;   /(*/,  Ibu,  1861.  p.  244;    Jerdon,  B.  I.  ill,  p.  784; 

Gurvcii,   Iba,  1805,  p.  276;  BluA,  Ibti,  1667,  p.  172;   CnAr.- 

v4i/i«(.  'J.  ^.  &  B.  iliii,  pt.  3,  p.  175. 
Mvcteria  indica,  Humt,  8.  F.  i.  p.  •:S&  %  id.  X  J^  E.  p.  (W7 :  Adam, 

'S.  J",  i,  p.  398;  ifume  ^  Oata,  S.  J",  iii,  p.  1K9. 
Xenorkyachiia  aaiftticus.  Waldm  in  BfytAt  SirUi  Burnt,  p.   IGSi 

llutnf  ^  Dav.  8.  F.  vi.  p.  46fl  j  Oodw,  S.  F.  rii.  p.  51 ;  BaU.  Oid. 

SiBlO;    Hume.   Cat.  no.  817  ;    Doiff,  S.  F.  nil,  p.  371  ;  ZfjiJ*, 
i>d«  C<y/.  p.  1116;  J<rt/cr,  S.  J",  ix.  p. 43a;  JVA«r,i*»V.  p.  *M; 
Jfc«i;  S.  F.  X,  p.  74 ;  OaUa,  B.  B.  xi,  p.  2W ;  y^arnw,  B.nA  i?«n. 
p.  375;  id.  Jour.  Bovi.  Jf.  H.  Sor.  vi,  p.  141 ;  Hume  ^  Crij^, 
S.  F.  li,  p.  330;  Oatei  in  Svvie'n  Ji.  $  F.  2nd  cd.  iii,  p.  265: 
Shnrpe,  Qtl.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  310. 
Mjctenn  tuinticn,  Godtc.-Aiul.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  &4 ;    nunu 
If  Butter,  S.F.iy,ji.  22. 
BanaroK,  Loharjvnq,  I.oha  saron;/,  II, ;  Ran 
Tnni.  (Cej-lou) ;    Ai-kuka,  Cii)(,'.  ;     Telia-hcre 


Fig.  88.~EeBd  of  X  asialicut.    J. 

Coloration.  Head  and  neck  black,  richly  glossed  wtb  bluish 
green,  escept  the  occiput  which  ia  coppery  brown,  passing  into 
purple  on  the  edges;  scapulars,  tertiaries,  greater  secondary- 
coverts,  greater  under  wing-coverta,  and  tail  black,  richly  gloseed 
with  metallic  green  ;  rest  of  plumage  white. 

In  young  birds  the  head,  neck,  back,  and  wings  are  brown, 
many  of  the  feathers  with  pale  edges ;  the  scapulars  and  wing- 
feathers  darker  and  glossed  with  green  :  the  quills  whitish  towards 
the  base ;  lower  back  and  rump  whitish,  middle  upper  tail-coverta 
brown;  tai1-featherskrown,whitishforsonie  distance  at  the  baae  and 
white-tipped ;  sidea  of  breast  brown  ;  lower  parts  from  neck  while. 

Bill  black ;  gular  skin  and  eyelids  dusky  purple ;  irides  bluish 
brown;  legs  and  toes  coraUred  (Oiittv);  irides  dark  brown  in  the* 
male,  bright  vellow  in  the  female  (Gunieii), 

Length  52;  tail  9;  wing  24:  tarsus  12  to  13-5;  bill  from 
gape  12. 

Dittrihution.  The  Black-necked  Stork  is  resident  in  suitable 
localities  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  and  through  the 
Malay  countries  and  archipelago  to  Australia.  It  is  in  India  &ir 
from  generally  distributed,  not  being  found  in  dry  sandy  tracts, 
nor  as  a  rule  in  forests,  but  keeping  chiefly  to  the  plains  of  the 
great  rirera. 
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Habits^  4re.  The  banks  of  lai^  rivers,  tanks  and  marshes  are 
the  usual  resort  of  this  great  bira,  which  is  generally  seen  singly 
or  in  pairs.  Like  other  Storks  it  feeds  on  fish,  reptiles,  frogs, 
crabs,'mollusk8,  &c.  It  breeds  from  October  to  December,  makes 
-a  huge  pile  of  sticks,  lined  with  rashes,  grass,  &c.,  on  a  tree,  and 
lays  usually  four  white  eggs  measuring  about  2*dl  by  2-12. 

Genus  LEPTOPTILUS,  Less.,  1831. 

Bill  very  large,  high  at  the  base,  tapering  gradually,  cubnen  and 
•commissure  nearly  straight,  culmen  as  long  as  the  tarsus  or  longer ; 
nostrils  small,  narrow,  near  the  culmen.  Head  and  neck  nearly 
naked,  having  only  a  few  scattered  hair-hke  feathers;  crown 
absolutely  nude. 

There  are  three  species  of  this  genus,  inhabiting  Africa  and 
Southern  Asia.    All  are  very  large  birds.     Two  are  Indian. 

Keif  to  the  Species, 

M,  A  gular  pouch ;  larger,  wing  32  in.,  tarsus  13  . .     L,  duhiuB,  p.  373. 
h.  No  gular  pouch ;  smaller,  wing  26  in.,  tarsus  10*5.    L.javanicus,  p.  374. 

1550.  LeptoptUuB  dubius.     The  Adjutant, 

Ardea  dubia,  Gmel.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  624  (1788). 

Ardea  argala,  Lath.  Ind,  Om,  ii,  p.  676  (1790). 

Ardea  gigantea,  Forster,  Faun,  Ltd.  p.  11  (1795),  descr.  nulla. 

Leptoptilus  argala,  Bii/thf  Cat.  p.  277;  id.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxiv,  p.  279 ; 
id.  Ibis,  1861,  p.  268 ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  730 ;  Becvati,  Ibis,  1868, 
p.  396 ;  Hayes  Lloyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  418 ;  Blyth  Sf  Wald.  Birds 
Burnt,  p.  158 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  21 ;  Fairbank,  ibid.  p.  263 
Wardl.  Barns.  Ibis,  1877,  p.  470 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  468 
Bingham,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  2o ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  187  ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  229 
Cripps,  ibid.  p.  306  ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  915 ;  Butler,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  482 
Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  73 ;  Davidson,  ibid,  p.  323 ;  id.  Jow\  Bom.  N,  H, 
Soc.  i,  p.  176  ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  262  ;  id.  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E,  2nd 
ed.  iii,  p.  260 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  374 ;  Hume  4*  Cripps,  S.  F, 
xi,  p.  330. 

Leptoptilus  dubius,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  252  ;  Ada7n,  ibid.  p.  398 ;  Ball^ 
S.  F.  ii,  p.  432 ;  Oates,  iS.  F.  iii,  p.  346 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M,  xxvi, 
p.  315. 

Leptoptilus  giganteus,  Oates,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  50. 

HargilcL,  Garur,  Peda-dhauk,  II. ;  Dusta,  Dakhani ;  Chaniari  dhauk, 
Beng. ;  Pimgala-konya,  Tel. ;  Ihn-zat,  Burm. 

Coloration.  Adult  in  breeding-plumage.  Head,  neck,  and  pouch 
nearly  naked,  a  few  scattered  dark  brown  feathers  only  occurring ; 
a  rufE  of  white  feathers  round  the  base  of  the  neck  ;  upper  plumage, 
wings,  and  tail  black  with  a  slight  green  gloss,  greater  wing-coverts 
and  tertiaries  silvery  grey;  lower  parts  white,  the  under  tail- 
coverts  soft  and  downy.  In  non-breeding  plumage  the  tertiaries 
And  greater  coverts  are  black  like  the  rest  of  the  wing. 

Young  birds  have  the  greater  wing-coverts  and  tertiaries  brown. 

Bill  pinkish  flesh-colour ;  skin  of  head  and  chin  pale  reddish 
brown,  rough  and  blackish  on  the  forehead ;  neck  sa^^n-yellow, 
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turning  to  pink  at  the  end  of  the  pouch,  which  is  spotted  with 
black ;  loose  skin  at  back  of  neck  brick-red ;  irides  yellowish  white ; 
legs  and  toes  brown,  the  edge  of  the  reticulations  white  (Gates). 
BUI  pale  dirty  greenish ;  legs  greyish  white  (Jerdon).  The  pouch 
is  sometimes  12  to  16  inches  or  more  in  length,  but  is  capable  of 
extension  and  retraction  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Length  60 ;  tail  13 ;  wing  32 ;  tarsus  13  ;  bill  from  gape  13. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  India  in  summer, 
very  common  in  Bengal  and  Northern  India,  rare  or  wanting  in 
the  South,  unknown  in  Ceylon ;  very  abundant  and  breeding  in 
parts  of  Burma  in  winter,  and  occasionally  met  with  throughout 
the  year.  This  Stork  ranges  into  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Siam, 
Cochin  China,  Sumatra,  Java,  and  Borneo. 

Habits,  ^c.  This  is  a  Stork  that  has  taken  to  the  ways  of  vultures, 
feeding  with  them  on  carcases  and  offal,  and  visiting  piles  of 
refuse  in  and  around  large  towns,  in  company  with  kites  and 
crows,  to  search  for  food.    In  Calcutta  throughout  the  hot  season 
and  rains  Adjutants  swarm,  and  formerly,  before  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  the  city  were  improved,  numbers  haunted  the 
river  ghats  in  the  daytime  and  perched  on  Oovemment  House 
and  other  conspicuous  buildings  at  night.     Adjutants  as  useful 
scavengers  are  in  many  places   protected  by  law.     Their  food, 
however,  is  not  confined  to  carcases  and  offal,  they  live  also  at 
times  on  fish,  reptiles,  and  frogs  like  other  Storks.     Their  flight 
is  heavy  and  noisy,  but  they  soar  like  vultures  ;  when  on  the  ground 
they  often  rest  on  the  whole  tarsus,  and  they  frequently  sit  with 
the  head  drawn  in  between  the  shoulders.     The  pouch  is  uncon- 
nected with  the  gullet,  and  the .  common  idea  that  it  serves  to 
rsssive  food  is  quite  erroneous.    Adjutants  breed  on  large  trees 
ii  November  and  December;  immense  numbers  were  found  by 
Oates  breeding  in  company  with  Pelicans  near  Shwegyin  in  Burma, 
and  the  nests  and  eggs  of  colonies  near  Moulmein  have  been 
described  by  Tickell,   Bingham,   and  others.     A  few   cases  of 
nidification  have  been  observed  in   India — in  the  north  of  the 
Gorakhpur  district  {Bmvan\  in  the  Sundarbuns  (Fnth,  Morell)^  and 
in  Manbhoom  (Ball),    The  nest  is  a  huge  structure  of  sticks;  the 
egp;8,  usually  three  in  number,  are  white  and  measure  about  3  by 
2'2S,     Both   Oates  and  Bingham  describe  a  peculiar  grunting 
round,  like  the  lov»tng  of  a  cow,  made  by  Adjutants  in  the 
breeding-season.     These  birds  are  completely  destitute  of  voice- 
muscles,  aud  it  is  a  question  how  the  noise  is  produced.     Usually, 
like  other  Storks,  tho  only  sound   they  make  is  produced   by 
snapping  their  huge  bills. 

1551.  LeptoptilaB  jayanicuB.    TJu  Smaller  Adjutant 

Ciconia  javanicA,  Horn/,  Tr.  Linn*  Soc,  xiii,  p.  188  (1821). 

Leptoptilua  javanicii8,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  277 ;  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  782 ; 
lilyth  4*  U'ald,  Birds  Burm,  p.  lo9;  Hwme  ^  I)av,  S,  F,  vi, 
p.  400;  Oates,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  51;  Dacids,  ^  Wend,  ibid,  p.  00; 
Ball,  ibid.  p.  230;   Hume,  Cat,  no.  910;  Legge,  Birds  CeyL 
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p.  264 ;  Sharpe,  Cat  B,  M,  zxvi,  p.  817. 

The  Hair-crested  Storkj  Jerdon;  Chinjara,  Chandana,  Chandiariy 
Bang-gorf  Ckoia  garury  H. ;  MadatKhur,  Modwi-tiki,  Beng. ;  Tokla" 
moora,  Assam. ;  IkkUU-konga,  Dodal  ffatti-gadu,  Tel.  Mdna,  Ceylon  \ 
Don-tni-gwet,  Burm. 

Coloration.  Scattered  hair- like  feathers  and  down  on  neck  and 
on  sides  of  head,  much  thicker  about  the  nape,  dark  brown  ;  upper 
plumage,  wings,  and  tail  black,  glossed  with  metallic  green ; 
feathers  of  the  back,  scapulars,  and  wing-coverts  closely  barred 
across,  a  coppery  spot  in  some  skins  (breeding-plumage?)  close 
to  the  tip  of  each  larger  secondary-covert ;  longer  scapulars 
and  tertiaries  edged  laterally  with  white;  lower  parts  white, 
except  the  wing-lining  which  is  black ;  under  tail-coverts  longer 
than  in  L.  dubius^  very  soft. 

Young  birds  have  more  feathers  about  the  nape. 

Bill  dirty  yellowish ;  bare  top  of  head  dirty  green  ;  nude  face 
and  neck  much  tinged  with  yellow  and  at  seasons  with  red ;  iridea 
whitish  ;  legs  dusky  black  {Jerdon), 

Length  54 ;  tail  11 ;  wing  2Q  ;  tarsus  10*5 ;  bill  from  gape  12. 
Females  appear  to  be  considerably  smaller. 

Distribution,  The  greater  part  of  India  but  nowhere  common, 
rare  or  wanting  to  the  westward,  not  observed  in  Knjputana^ 
Slnd,  or  the  Punjab,  and  of  doubtful  occurrence  in  the  Bombay 
Presidency.  This  Adjutant  has  been  observed  on  the  Malabar 
coast,  and  it  occurs  and  breeds  in  Ceylon.  It  is  found  throughout 
Burma  and  the  Malay  Peninsula,  Eastern  China,  Sumatra,  Java,, 
and  Borneo. 

Habits,  4'<?.  This  is  by  no  means  so  familiar  a  bird  as  its  larger 
relative,  nor  is  it,  as  a  rule  at  aU  events,  a  feeder  on  carrion.  It 
keeps  to  well- wooded  and  watered  tracts,  living  on  fish,  reptiles, 
locusts,  crabs,  &c.  It  breeds  in  Pegu  and  the  neighbourhootl 
of  Moulmein  later  than  L.  dubius^  and  in  Ceylon  from  February 
to  April.  The  details  of  niditication  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
larger  Adjutant.     The  eggs  measure  about  2*84  by  2*09. 

Genus  FSEUDOTAHTALUS,  Eidgway,  1883. 

Bill  long,  scarcely  compressed,  broad  at  the  base,  bent  down 
towards  the  tip ;  lower  mandible  slightly  concave  beneath  ; 
culmen  rounded  throughout ;  both  mandibles  subcylindricai  an- 
teriorly ;  nostrils  near  the  culmen,  basal,  oval ;  head  aud  throat 
naked,  nape  and  neck  feathered ;  legs  long,  tibia  half-nude,  toes 
long.    Lower  t«il-coverts  extending  beyond  the  tail. 

This  genus  and  Tantalus,  which  is  an  American  foroi,  chiefly 
distinguished  by  its  naked  neck,  were  long  classed  with  the  Ibises 
or  in  a  family  apart,  but  they  are  true  cJtorks.  Oue  species  is 
Indian. 
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1652.  PsendotantaliiB  leiicoc«phaIiis.     The  Puinud  Storl: 

Tantulua  leucoccphmlus,  /Vjmn«/,  Iml.   Zool.  p.   11,  «1.   i  (17<!B); 

Ms/lh.  Cal.  p.  275 ;  Ja^on,  B.  I.  Hi,  p.  761  ;  SfyfA.  IhU,  l«7, 

p.  173 :  G<Mw.-Aiu(.  J.  A.  .S.  H.  ixxix.  ut.  2,  n.  274 ;  SUJie^ 

J.  A.  S.  II.  lb,  pt  2.  p.  :J55;  ^uw,  iV.  ^  i*  p.  62«;  .Jifaa^ 

S.  F.  \,  p.  ."flW :  Sutln-  *  7/«™c,  S.  J",  iv,  p.  2J ;  FoiVtitnA,  iM. 

p.  203 :  tfume  *  iJar.  S.  /■.  vi,  p.  484 :  JJaiKia.  *   Wmd.  S.  F. 

\\\,  p.  91 :  Murray,  ibid.  pp.  1 10,  1  la ;  Btttlrr.  ibid.  p.  1«8 ;  BaU, 

ibid.  p.  231  i   (Vw*.  ibid.  p.  309;  if«w*.   Aid.   p.  507  ;  id.  CaL 

no.  931^;  iJou7,   &   F.  viti,  pp.  ■?73,  374;  Xeteton,  ibid.   p.  415; 

Le^r,  Birds  Cryl.  p.  1100;  Bulla;  S.  F.  ix,  p.  435;  Reld,  S.  F. 

x.p.7fl:  l)aad»im.ibid.^.a.i^;  Sunnn,  iAM.lt^S,  p.  at;  OatM, 

£.  B.  ii.  p.  2fi7  ;  ffn-ioiot  ^  Bamm,  lbi»,  ISM.  p,  !3fi ;  Bnrna,  Bird* 

Bom.  p.  8t^7 ;  Uumf,  S.  F.  si,  p,  »38 1  Oa/M  in  Ilume't  Jf.SrE. 

2ud  ed.  iii.  p.  220 ;  Bmvw,  Jyir.  Bpm.  N.  H.  Soe. i,  p.  t»;  vi. p.  149. 

PseudntAiiiaJue  leucoct-pbalus,  ^(»;fi«.  Vat.  B.  M.  xivt,  p.  323L 

TV  Ptiican  JIh*.  Jtrdon;   Janghit,   Dokh,   II.;  KatSnruitga,  Jtam- 

Jhtmkar.  SoHii-janya,   Boofi. ;  Lungdiik.  Sind ;   ]  «fri  K^t-kmu/a,  Tel. ; 

fti^a   niiccA,   Tsni. ;   Vhmiga   itUa   nanj.   Tarn.   (Ueylon) ;   Datudtiiea, 

Cing,;  Hnet-kya,  Qurtii. 


Fig.  89.— Umd  of  P.  /rucocephalut.     i. 

Cotoration.  White,  eiicept  the  primaries,  secontlaries,  and  tail, 
which  nre  blaclc  glusqed  w  ith  green  ;  lesser  aud  medinii,  hut  not  the 
greater,  CO vnrt a  the  same  with  bitiad  white  margins;  the  under 
wiDg-cov(;rts  Diid  a  hrr>ad  bnnd  ui-toss  thi;  lower  breust  hlock 
glossed  with  green,  ttith  wliite  edges  to  the  feathers;  tertiarie* 
pink  with  wtiiie  borders ;  scapulars  and  greater  wiug-covcrts  white 
tinged  with  rosy. 

In  young  birds  the  neck  and  back  are  light  brown,  the  neck- 
feathera  »eale-)ike,  with  dark  edges  which  are  broader  behind  than 
in  front,  lesser  and  mediau  wing-coverts  dark  brown,  greater 
coverts  paler,  ijuills  and  tail  as  in  adults ;  the  ruu)p,  btMist,  aad 
abdomen  sullied  white. 

Bill  and  facial  skin  orange-yellow.  pUinibeoiia  at  the  buae  of  the 
bill;  irides  pale  yellow  ;  legs,  toes,  and  claws  brown.  In  the  young 
the  iris  is  brown  (Oatet);  legs  fleshy  red  [Jerdon,  Crijip»\. 

Length  40  ;  tail  6*5 ;  win^  20 ;  tarsus  9-6  ;  bill  from  gape  10. 

JHttritutioH,  Kesident  throughout  India,  escept  in  the  Punjab, 
in  tracts  where  there  are  large  rivers,  tanks,  and  m-inshes ;  also  in 
Ceylon  and  Rurma,  and  in  Southern  China  and  Cochin  China:  but 
F,  Utu-oMi'hnlat  in  very  common  in  the  Deccan.  It  is  i-eplacud 
by  an  allied  species  P.  lacleus  in  the  Malay  Peniiuulft  aad. 
Islands. 
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ffabiu,  Sfc.  This  bird,  well  kDown  as  the  Pelican  Ibis,  a  naino 
inTolving  error,  is  common  in  well-watered  parts  of  the  country, 
Bolitary  or  in  flocks,  frequenting  the  larger  pieces  of  water,  and 
with  the  usual  habits  of  Storks.  It  breeds  on  large  trees,  often 
about  villages,  sereral  birds  nesting  together :  it  makes  a  rather 
small  nest  of  sticks,  and  lays  usually  4,  but  sometimes  as  many 
as  8,  white  eggs,  measuring  2*77  by  1*88.  The  breeding-season 
is  September  and  October  in  Northern  India,  February  in  the 
Deccan.    This  bird  is  easily  tamed  and  becomes  very  sociable. 

Genus  AKASTOMUS,  Bonnaterre,  1790. 

This  genus  may  be  recognized  at  once  by  its  remarkable  bill,  in 
which,  when  adult,  an  open  space  is  left  between  the  mandibles. 
These  are  in  contact  for  a  distance  from  the  gape  and  again  at 
the  tip.  The  bill  is  strong  and  stout  and  the  genys  considerably 
curved  ;  the  anterior  half  of  the  upper  mandible  is  furnished  with 
lamellse  along  the  commissure.  Face  in  front  of  the  eyes  and 
around  them,  with  the  area  below  the  eyes,  and  the  chin  and 
throat  naked  in  adults,  only  the  lores  naked  in  young  birds. 
Tarsus  moderate,  about  as  long  as  the  culmen,  reticulate ;  toes  and 
claws  considerably  longer  in  proportion  than  in  Storks  generally. 

The  open  space  between  the  mandibles  is  said  to  be  the  result 
of  wear  *,  caused  by  the  shells  of  the  mollusca,  on  which  the 
bird  feeds  ;  in  the  nestling,  and  up  to  the  age  of  4  or  5  months, 
the  commissure  is  straight  and  the  two  mandibles  in  contact 
throughout. 

Three  species  are  known ;  one  inhabits  Africa,  another  Mada- 
gascar, the  third  India. 

1553.  Anastomns  oacitaiLS.     The  Ojien-bilL 

Ardea  oscitans,  Bodd.  Tahl.  PL  Erd,  p.  55  (1783). 

Anastomus  oscitans,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  276 ;  Irln/y  Ibis,  1861,  p.  244 ; 
Jerdwi,  fi.  L  iii,  p.  765;  Blxfih,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  173;  Hume,  N.  ^ 
E.  p.  630 ;  id.  5.  F.  i,  pp.  107, 133 ;  Ball,  S.  R  ii,  p.  435 ;  Blyth, 
Birds  Burnt,  p.  158 ;  Butler  4*  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  25  ;  Bingham, 
ibid.  p.  211  ;  Fairbank,  ibid.  p.  264 ;  Murray,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  110 ; 
Butler,  ibid.  pp.  188,  189 ;  BaU  ^  Hume,  ibid.  p.  231  ;  Cripps,  ibid. 
p.  310 ;  Doiff,  ibid.  p.  467 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  940 ;  Legge,  Birds 
Ceyl.  p.  1103;  Bu^r,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  435;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  77; 
Davidson,  ibid.  p.  324 ;  Davison^  ibid.  p.  417 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii, 
p.  266 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  389 ;  Hume  <$*  Cripjys,  S.  F.  xi, 
p.  338 ;  OaUs  in  Humes  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  224 ;  Barnes, 
Jour,  Bom.  N.  H  Soc.  vi,  p.  151  ;  S/iarpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  306. 

The  Shell-Ibis,  Jerdon ;  Gttngla,  Ghongal,  Ghonghila,  II. ;  Dokar,  II. 
(Behar) :  Tonte-bhanga,  Shanidkh-bhangn,  Samak-khol,  Hammak-kas, 
Beng. ;  Fauna  konga,  Southern  Gonds ;  Galu  Konga,  Tel. ;  Katti  kuti 
nareh,  Tarn. ;  Karunary,  Tam.  (Ceylon) ;  GombeUe-koka,  Cing. ;  Kha-ru- 
tsoke,  Bonn.  (Arrakan). 

*  As  Legge  has  pointed  out,  signs  of  wear  are  confined  to  the  lower 
mandible,  the  thick  rharophotheca  of  the  upper  mandible  and  the  lamellie 
flhow  no  signs  of  attrition ;  moreorer  the  space  doed  not  esdit  near  the  gape, 
where  the  greatest  crushing-power  can  be  exerted. 
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Coloraiion.  In  bre«(ling-p1umage  the  longer  scapuUrs,  all  th 

quills,  the  winglet,  primary  and  greater  secondary  coverts,  »n* 
the  tail  are  black,  glossed  with  dark  green  and  purple;  remainder 
of  plumage  white. 


Fig.  90.— Heni  of  A.  oKt/aiu.    J. 


At  the  moalt  after  the  breeding- season  the  white  ia  replaced 
by  smoky  grey,  darkest  on  the  occiput  and  upper  back.  Thia 
becomes  white  by  a  change  of  colour  in  the  feathers  at  the 
breeding- season.  The  black  parts  of  the  plumage  undergo  do 
change. 

Young  birds  have  the  back  and  shorter  scapulars  brown,  longer 
scapulars  and  tfrtiaries  brownish ;  otherwise  they  resemble  adults 
in  non-breeding  plumage. 

Bill  dull  greenish,  tinged  with  reddish  beneath  ;  nude  orbits  and 
gular  skin  blackish;  irides  grey  or  pale  brown;  legs  pale  fleshy 
{Jerdon), 

Length  33;  tail  7;  wing  16*5  ;  tarsus  5-5;  bill  from  gape  6, 

DittrilmiioH.  Throughout  the  great  plain  of  Northern  India 
from  Bengal  to  Sind ;  particularly  common  iu  Bengal,  and  in  other 
well-watered  tracts  throughout  India  and  Ceylon,  but  this  bird  is 
not  common  except  about  large  rivers  or  marshes.  It  is  also 
common  in  Assam  and  Manipur  and  is  found  in  Arraknn,  but  is 
very  rare  in  Pegu  and  unknown  elsewhero  in  Burma.  It  occurs, 
however,  in  Cochin  China. 

J/iibilt,  ^T.  This  curious  Stork  lives  chiefly  on  freshwater 
rooUuRca,  especially  Ampullar  in,  aud,  it  is  said,  Unto,  and  ia 
stated  by  Jerdon,  from  his  ohservntions  on  captive  and  blinded 
birds,  to  cut  oB  the  operculum  of  the  Anijntlhria  and  extract  the 
animal  whole;  but  Bingham,  who  had  good  opportunities  of 
Matching  the  birds,  both  in  the  field  and  in  contiiiement,  found 
that  they  broke  the  Am/ivllarltr  before  extracting  the  molluscs, 
and  crushi^d  smaller  niolhisca  before  suatlowing  them.  They 
occa-nionally  eat  lish,  crabs,  &c.,  but  subsist  mainly  on  raoUusca. 
Aiia»lomjt»  is  ofd'u  seen  Jn  flocks,  frequenting  marshes  and  paddy 
fields.  It  breeds  on  trees  gregariously  and  lays  from  2  to  6, 
generally  4,  white  ^VS"'  measuring  about  i;'ii4  by  I'd.  The 
breeding- season  is  July  aud  August  iu  Northern  India,  January  to 
March  in  Ceylon. 

The  name  Mholl-lbis  being  inapplicable  to  a  bird  that  is  a  Stork 
and  not  an  Ibis,  I  have  adopted  the  term  Open-bill  proposed  by 
Professor  Nen  ton.  It  is  a  translation  of  BuSon's  Btf  ourerl,  the 
oldest  name  for  this  bird  iu  u  European  language. 
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Suborder  ARDE^. 

Thia  suborder,  containing  the  Herons  and  their  allies,  is  holo- 
rhinal ;  the  mandible  is  not  produced  behind  its  articulation  vrith 
the  quadrate,  and  there  is  only  a  single  incision  on  each  side  of 
the  posterior  "border  of  the  sternum.  Cervical  vertebrae  18  to  20. 
Ambiens  aod  accessory  femoro-caudal  absent,  femoro-caudal  some- 
times very  small.  A  pair  of  tracheo-bronchial  muscles  present. 
The  spinal  bare  tract  extends  far  up  the  neck;  in  one  genus. 
Ardefta^  the  whole  back  of  the  neck  is  naked. 

The  suborder  is  sometimes  divided  into  three  families,  ArdeicUe^ 
ScopidcB^  and  BalcenicipitidcB ;  the  last  two  are  pecuUar  to  Africa,, 
and  their  relations  to  the  Ardeidai  are  variously  regarded  by 
dilEerent  writers.     The  Ardeidit  alone  are  Indian. 


Family  ARDEID^. 

Bill  generally  slender,  straight,  grooved  at  each  side  of  the 
Qpper  mandible ;  nostrils  lateral,  in  the  groove ;  legs  long ;  toes 
long  and  slender,  a  slight  web  between  the  outer  and  middle  toes ; 
hind  toe  well  developed,  on  the  same  plane  as  the  others. 

Herons  are  also  distinguished  by  the  presence  of  powder-down 
patches  on  each  side  of  the  rump  and  of  the  breast,  and  by  the 
middle  claw  being  pectinated.  Most  Herons,  if  not  all,  keep  the 
neck  bent  in  a  curve,  so  that  the  head  rests  between  the  shoulders 
when  flying,  and  often  when  sitting. 

The  family  is  generally  distributed,  and  several  genera  are 
Indian.  Although  many  of  the  Indian  Herons  move  about  the 
country  greatly,  on  account  of  the  varying  distribution  of  water 
and  food  at  different  seasons,  the  only  truly  migratory  form  is 
'Botauru9;  all  others  are  believed  to  breed  in  the  country. 

Key  to  the  Getiera. 

a.  Tail-feathers  12. 

a'.  Nude  tibia  much  longer  than  inner  toe 
and  claw. 
a".  Plumage  grey  above,  varied  beneath  . .     Ardea,  p.  380. 
b'\  Plumage   white   throughout;    culmen 

much  shorter  than  tarsus   IIbrodias,  p.  385. 
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b'.  Nude  tibia  sligiitly  loDeer  than  inner  toe 
and  claw  or  snorter ;  pfuraage  either  dark 
grey  throughout,  except  on  throat,  or 
pure  white  throughout;  culmen  not 
exceeding  or  just  exceeding  tarsus   in 

length   Lkptebodius,  p.  890. 

c\  Nude  tibia  shorter  than  inner  toe  and  claw. 
c".  Wings,  body,  and  tail  white. 
a^.  Head  and    back    white  in  winter, 
ochreous  buff  in  breeding-season; 

culmen  shorter  than  tarsus Bubulcus,  p.  888. 

b^.  Head  and  back  always  coloured,  not 
buff,  or  only  in  parts  buff ;  culmen 

longer  than  tarsus    Abdeola,  p.  892. 

d".  Wings,  body,  and  tail  not  white. 

c^.  Culmen  longer  than  tarsus Butobid£8|  p.  894. 

(P.  Culmen  about  equal  to  tarsus;  bill 

deep  at  base Nycticobax,  p.  396. 

e^.  Culmen  shorter  than  tarsus GoBSACHins,  p.  898. 

i.  Tail-feathers  10. 

d'.  Middle  toe  and  claw  not  longer  than 
culmen. 

c".  Size  small,  wing  under  6  inches Ardetta,  p.  899. 

/''.  Size  larger,  wing  over  6  inches Dupetob,  p.  403. 

e'.  Middle  toe  and  claw  longer  than  tarsus, 

which  is  much  longer  than  bill Botaurus,  p.  405. 


Genus  ARDEA,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  long,  compressed,  pointed ;  culmen  nearly  straight ;  both 
mandibles  slightly  serrated  at  commissure,  upper  mandible  grooved 
on  each  side  of  culmen ;  nostrils  subbasal,  elongate,  situated  in  the 
groove.  Sides  of  head  to  behind  the  eyes  naked.  Tarsus  long, 
scutellate  in  front ;  tibia  half -naked.  Wings  ample  ;  tail  short. 
Upper  surface  grey  ;  the  feathers  at  the  base  of  the  neck  and  the 
scapulars  elongate,  forming  ornamental  plumes ;  no  dorsal  train. 
Head  crested. 

This  genus  is  almost  cosmopolitan ;  of  the  ten  species  known 
half  occur  in  India.  The  Purple  Herons,  which  have  a  pro- 
portioually  larger  foot  and  differ  slightly  in  habits,  are  placed  by 
Sharpe  in  a  distinct  genus,  Phoy,i\  but  the  division,  though  justi- 
fiable, appears  scarcely  necessary. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

n.  Mid-toe  and  claw  vjs  long  as  tarsus  or  longer ; 

crown  and  crest  black A.  maniUensis^  p.  881. 

b.  Mid-toe  and  claw  shorter  than  tarsus. 
a\  Crown  of  head  white  (grey  in  young), 

crest  black *. A,  cinerea,  p.  882. 

b'.  Crown  and  crest  groy. 

a".  Lower  parts  grey  A,  gutnatranOf  p.  883. 

b".  Lower  parts  white A,  insignis,  p.  388. 

c.  Crown  and  crest  chestnut A,  goliath,  p.  884. 
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1554.  Ardea  manillensis.     The  Eastern  Parole  Heron, 

Ardea  purpurea,  apud  Blythy  Cat,  p.  278 ;  Irby^  Ibis,  1861,  p.  244 
Jerdan,  B,  1.  iii,  p.  743 ;  Hume,  Ihi&y  1869,  p.  238 ;  id,  N.  ^  K 
p.  611 ;  Ball,  J,  A.  S,  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  289 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  i,  p.  253 ; 

.  li,  p.  303 ;  Blyih,  Birds  Burm,  p.  169  ;  Butler  ^  Hume,  S.  F.  iv, 
p.  §3;  Fairbank,  ibid,  -p,  263;  Oates,  S.  F.  v,  p.  167;  Hume  ^ 
Ikn.  S.  F.  vi,  y,  472 ;  Hume  ^  Bourd.  S,  F.  vii,  p.  39 ;  Ball,  S.  F. 
vii,  p.  230 ;  CrippSt  ibid,  p.  307  ;  Anders,  Yunnan  Krjjed.,  Aves, 
p.  686 ;  Hume,  Cat  no.  924 :  Doig,  S,  F,  viii,  p.  372 ;  Lepge, 
Birds  Ceyl,  p.  1132  ;  Vidal,  S,  F,  ix,  p.  88 ;  Buder,  ibid,  p.  433 ; 
Beid,  8,  F,  x,  p.  74 ;  Davidson,  ibid,  p.  323 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  416 ; 
Oates,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  245 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,j}.  378  ;  id.  Jour,  Bom, 
N,  JET.  Soc,  vi,  p.  143 ;  Hume,  S,  F,  xi,  p.  332 ;  Oates  in  Hume*s 
N.  8r  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  235. 

Phoyx  manillensis,  Siiarpe,  Bull,  B,  O,  C,  iii,  p.  zxzyiii  (1894). 

The  Purple  Heron,  Jerdon ;  Nari,  Iidlsain,  Ldl-anjan^  H. ;  Khyra  > 
in  Eehar ;   LaUkank,  Benflf. ;   Pamula  nari-gadu,  Tel. ;  Sannari,  Tarn. ; 
Karawal'koka,  Singh. ;  Enyuny  byaing,  Arrakan ;  Nya-hit,  Burm. 

Cclcration.  Porehead,  crown,  long  occipital  cresfc,  a  streak  down 
the  back  of  the  neck,  one  on  each  side  down  the  side  of  the  neck, 
and  another  streak  on  each  side  from  the  gape  to  the  nape  slaty 
black ;  chin  and  throat  white ;  rest  of  head  and  neck  ferruginous 
red,  paler  and  buff  on  sides  of  head  and  middle  of  fore  neck ;  long 
feathers  overhanging  upper  breast  buffy  white,  streaked  with  black 
and  chestnut ;  lower  hind  neck,  back,  rump  and  upper  tail-<;o verts, 
wings  and  tail  slaty  grey,  the  back  darker,  and  the  quills  and 
tail-feathers  blackish ;  scapulars  with  long  pointed  rufous  ends ; 
middle  of  breast  and  abdomen  and  lower  tail-coverts  slaty  black  ; 
sides  of  breast  rich  chestnut;  flanks  ashy  grey;  thigh-coverts 
cinnamon ;  wing-lining  mostly  ferruginous. 

Young  birds  have  neither  crest  nor  lengthened  plumes  on  the 
scapulars  or  breast;  the  upper  parts  are  brownish  grey,  with 
broad  rufous  edges  to  the  feathers;  crown  partly  grey;  neck 
rufous,  fore  neck  with  black  streaks ;  lower  surface  a  mixture  of 
buff  and  grey. 

This  Heron  is  distinguished  from  the  Purple  Heron  of  EuropCr 
Africa,  and  South-western  Asia  (A.  purpurea)  by  wanting  the 
black  streaks  on  the  fore  neck. 

Bill  deep  yellow,  brownish  above ;  orbital  skin  greenish  yellow  ; 
irides  yellow ;  tarsus  reddish  brown,  yellowish  behind  and  on  the 
soles  of  the  feet  (Jerdon). 

Length  38 ;  tail  5*25 ;  wing  14*5  ;  tarsus  5*5  ;  bill  from  gape  6. 
Toes  very  long,  the  middle  toe  and  claw  as  long  as  the  tarsus. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  Oriental  region.  Common  in 
suitable  localities  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma. 

Habits^  ^c.  A  shy  skulking  bird,  that  generally  hides  in  high 
r^ds,  and  may,  as  Jerdon  remarks,  often  be  observed  with  its 
head  and  long  neck  protruded  above  the  grass.  It  is  not  found  in 
open  ground,  and  it  roosts  on  low  trees ;  it  not  nnfrequently  feeds 
at  night.    'When  disturbed  it  rises  with  a  harsh  cry.    It  breeds 
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in  thickets  or  in  dense  clumps  of  bulrushes,  and  makes  large 
stick-nests,  in  which  it  lays  4,  or  sometimes  5,  bluish-green  eggs, 
measuring  about  217  by  1*56.  The  breeding-season  in  most 
parts  of  India  and  Burma  is  July  and  August,  but  in  Ceylon 
December  to  March. 

f 

1555.  Ardea  cinerea.     The  Cammmi  Heron.  (Fig.  84,  p.  359.) 

Ardea  cinerea,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat.  i,  p.  236  (1766) ;  JBlyth,  Cat.  p.  278; 

Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  741 ;  Hume  cj-  Ilendei's.  Lah  to  Yark.  p.  296; 

Hume,  N.  ^  E.  p.  CIO ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  263 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  399 ; 

Blyth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  159;   Butler  ^  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  P;23; 

Hume,  ibid.  p.  466 ;  Hume  8f  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  472 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii, 

p.  230  ;  Crijtps,  ibid.  p.  307  ;  Hu7tie,  Cat.  no.  923 ;  Doiff,  8.  F.  viii, 

p.  371;    Leffge,  Birds   Ceyl.  p.  1127;    Vidaly  8.  F.  ix,  p.  88 ; 

Btdler,  ibid.  p.  433;   Biddulpfi,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  99;   8cuUy,  ibid. 

p.  691 ;  Beid,  8.  F.  x,  p.  74 ;  Davidson ,  ibid,  p.  323 ;  Hume,  ibid. 

p.  416 ;  Swinh.  Ibis,  1882,  p.  123 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  243 ;  id.  Ibis, 

1888,  p.  73;  Barnes,  Bird^  Bom.  p.  377;   id.  Jow.  Bom.  N.  H. 

8oc.  VI,  p.  142 ;  Huyne,  8.  F.  xi,  p.  332  ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  Sir  JBl 

2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  233;    Sbari)e,   Yark.   Miss.,  Aves,   p.   124;   id. 

Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  74. 
Ardea  brag.  Is.  Geoffr.  in  Jacguem.  Toy.  iv,  Ois.  p.  85,  pi.  8  (1844). 

The  Blue  Heron,  Jerdon  ;  Nari,  8ain,  Kabud,  Anjan,  H. ;  Khyra,  in 
Behar ;  8ada-kanka,  Avjan,  l^enjr. ;  8aa,  Sind ;  Narraiim  pachi,  Tel. ; 
Narrayan,  Tarn. ;  Kallapua-karawal-koka,  Indurur-koka,  Cing. 

Coloration,  Head  white,  with  the  exception  of  the  occiput, 
nuchal  plumes,  and  a  broad  band  from  the  occiput  to  each  eye, 
which  are  purplish  black ;  neck  white,  tinged  with  greyish  lilac, 
lower  fore  neck  streaked  with  black ;  upper  parts  from  neck, 
including  tertiaries,  wing-coverts,  and  tail-feathers,  ashy  grey,  the 
scapulars  with  elongate  pearly-grey  or  whitish  tips,  outer  wing- 
coverts  pale  or  whitish ;  primaries  and  secondaries,  primary-coverts 
and  winglet  bluish  black  ;  elongate  breast-plumes  white ;  middle 
of  breast  and  abdomen,  thigh-coverts  and  lower  tail-coverts  white ; 
a  black  patch  of  lengthened  plumes  on  each  side  of  the  breast, 
continued  as  a  black  band  on  each  side  of  the  abdomen  to  near  the 
vent ;  sides  of  body,  flanks,  and  wing-lining  ashy  grey. 

In  females  the  black  crest-plumes  are  shorter  and  the  black 
feathers  on  each  side  of  the  breast  less  prominent. 

Young  birds  have  the  head  and  neck  grey,  except  a  small  black 
nuchal  crest,  and  white  chin  and  throat ;  scapular  and  breast- 
plumes  wanting,  and  no  black  on  the  breast,  though  the  black 
streaks  on  the  fore  neck  are  very  conspicuous ;  upper  plumage 
brownish  grey. 

Bill  dusky  yellow,  culmen  brownish ;  loral  skin  greenish ;  iris 
golden  yellow ;  legs  and  feet  gi'eenish  brow^n,  with  the  tibia  and 
posterior  part  of  the  tarsus  greenish  yellow  {Legije). 

Tx^ngth  30  ;  tail  7  ;  wing  \>^  ;  tarsus  6  ;  bill  from  gape  G. 

Distribution.  The  greater  part  of  the  Old  World.  Common  in 
most  parts  o£  India  and  Ceylon;  less  common,  though  widely 
distributed,  in  Burma. 

Habits,  ^'c.   A  resident  bird,  breeding  in  many  parts  of  India. 
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The  Common  Heron  is  generally  solitary,  and  may  \ye  seen  standing 
on  the  edge  of  water,  river,  marsh,  or  tank,  looking  out  for  food, 
chiefly  small  fish  and  frogs.  It  flies  heavily  with  its  neck  bent 
And  head  drawn  in,  and  it  has  a  deep-sounding  sonorous  call-note, 
often  uttered  during  flight.  The  breeding-season  is  generally  in 
India  from  March  to  May,  July  and  August  in  Sind,  November 
to  March  in  Ceylon.  The  Common  Heron  makes  a  stick-nest  on  a 
tree,  several  pairs  often  nesting  in  company,  and  lays  in  India,  as 
a  rule,  three  bluish-green  eggs,  measuring  on  a  average  2*27  by  l'G6. 

1556.  Ardea  smnatrana.     Hie  Dusky-grey  Heron. 

Ardea  suiuatrana,  Raffles^  Tr.  Linn.  Soc.  ziii,  p.  32*5  (1822) ;  Myth 
Cat.  p.  278;  Jerdon,  B.  I,  iii,  p.  740,  pt.:  Blyth,  /dw,  1865, 
p.  36 ;  Blyth,  Birds  Biirm,  p.  169  ;  Hutne  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  469 ; 
Hume^  Cat.  no.  922  bis;  OateSy  B.  B.  ii,  p.  244;  Sharpe,  Cat. 
B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  68. 

Ardea  fusca,  Blyth,  A.  M.  N.  H.  xiii,  p.  176  (1844). 

Coloration.  Crown  and  upper  surface,  with  quills  and  tail- 
feathers,  dark  slaty ;  long  occipital  crest-feathers,  sometimes  9 
inches  in  length,  and  lanceolate  tips  of  scapulars  pearly  white,  as 
are  also  the  greatly  lengthened  and  acuminate  feathers  at  base  of 
neck  all  round,  longest  on  the  fore  neck  and  upper  breast ;  chin 
and  fore  part  of  cheeks  white  ;  sides  of  head  and  neck  all  round 
ruddy  brownish  grey,  becoming  vinaceous  on  throat  and  darker 
on  liind  neck  ;  lower  parts  slaty  grey,  with  a  lilac  tinge  and  some 
white  shaft-stripes. 

Toung  birds  have  no  elongate  plumes,  and  are  browner,  the 
feathers  of  the  upper  surface  have  rufous  tips,  and  the  lower 
surface  is  rufescent  grey,  streaked  \iith  whitish. 

Bill  black,  the  lower  mandible  yellowish  white  at  the  base  ; 
irides  pale  orange ;  legs  and  feet  black,  soles  faded  yellow 
{H.  0.  Forbes). 

licngth  50;  tail  6*5;  wing  18*5;  tarsus  6*7;  bill  from 
gape  7'5. 

Distribution.  Arrakan,  Southern  Tenasserim,  the  Malay 
Peninsula  and  Archipelago,  and  Australia.  A  specimen  in  the 
British  Museum  is  said  to  be  from  N.E.  Bengal,  but  is  more 
probably  from  Arrakan.  This  species  was  once  supposed  to 
inhabit  Sind,  but  no  importance  can  now  be  attached  to  the 
-evidence  upon  which  its  occurrence  in  that  province  was  inferred. 

Habits,  4'C.  This  large  Heron  is  said  to  be  confined  in  Tenas- 
serim to  the  sea-coast  and  the  mouths  of  rivers  and  estuaries.  It 
is  found  singly,  feeding  on  small  fish,  crabs,  <&c.,  which  it  finds  on 
the  mud-fiats  at  low  tide,  and  perching  on  the  mangroves  when 
the  water  is  high. 

1557.  Ardea  insignia.     The  Great  WJiite-Mlied  Heron. 

Ardea  insignis,  Hodgs.  in  Gray^s  Zool,  Misc.  p.  86  (1844),  descr. 
nulla ;  Hume,  S.  F.  vi,  p.  470  (1878),  descr.  princ. ;  Gates,  B.  B. 
ii,  p.  245;  id.  in  Hwne's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  232;  Sharpe,  Cat. 
B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  70. 
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Ardea  nobili?,  apud  Gray,  Cat.  Mamm.  ^c.    CoU,  Ilodgs,  p.  133^ 

(1846) ;  uec  Blyth. 
Ardea  sumatraDa,  apud  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  278,  pt. ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iU; 

p.  740,  pt. ;  Humey  N,  4*  -E".  p.  010;  iwc  Baffles, 
Araea  fusca,  apud  Hume,  Cat.  no.  922;  Cripps,  S,  F,  jx,  p.  382  f 

nee  Blyth. 

Coloration,  Similar  to  A,  sumatrana,  but  greyer  and  not  so  dark 
above,  the  wings  and  tail-feathers  bluish  grey ;  neck  and  sides  of 
head  purer  grey  and  less  rufous ;  the  breast-plumes  have  white 
ends  and  shaft-stripes,  and,  especially,  the  lower  breast,  abdomen, 
under  tail-coverts,  axillaries,  and  wing-lining  are  white ;  thigh- 
coverts  white  in  front,  grey  behind. 

Young  birds  want  the  ornamental  plumes,  and  have  the  upper 
surface  brownish.  They  may  be  recognized  at  once  by  the  white 
breast  and  abdomen. 

Coloration  of  soft  parts  not  recorded.  Tail  8*5;  wing  21*5; 
tarsus  7*5 ;  bill  from  gape  8. 

Distribution.  This  species  is  known  from  the  Terai  of  Nepal, 
Sikhim,  and  Bhutin,  where  it  has  been  collected  by  Hodgson  and 
Mandelli.  Cripps  states  that  he  once  saw  it  above  Negheri  Ting 
in  Upper  Assam,  and  Oates  records  it  from  Bhamo.      It  is  just 

?ossibie  that  some  of  the  large  Herons  seen  at  times  in  the 
'eninsula  of  India  may  have  belonged  to  this  species. 
Habits,  6fc.  Hume  says  that  a  huge  stick-nest  on  a  tree  in  the 
swampy  Terai  was  pointed  out  to  him  as  belonging  to  this  bird^ 
which  was  said  to  breed  in  July  and  August. 

1558.  Ardea  goliath.     The  Giant  Heron, 

Ardea  goliath,  Cretzschm,  in  Biipp,  Atlas,  p.  39,  pi.  36  (1826); 

Temm,  PI  Col,  pi.  474  (1829) ;  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  278 ;  id,  J.  A,  S.  B. 

xxiv,  p.  280 ;  Jerdmi,  B,  1,  iii,  p.  739 ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1866,  p.  36 ; 

Hume,  N,  ^  E.  p.  010 ;  id.  S.  F,  i,  p.  106 ;  Blanf.  Eastern  Persicr 

ii,  p.  296 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  i,  p.  106 ;  vii,  p.  490 ;   id.  Cat,  no.  921 ; 

Leyge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1124 ;    Parker,  8,  F.  ix,  p.  486 ;  ButUr, 

8.  F,  X,  p.  149 ;  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxvi,  p.  66. 
Ardea  nobilis,  Blyth,  A.  M,  N,  H,  xiii,  p.  176  (1844). 

Coloration,  In  the  adult  (only  known  from  Africa),  the  crown 
and  crest  are  deep  vinous  chestnut,  neck  behind  and  on  the  sides 
rufous  cinnamon,  chin,  cheeks,  and  throat  white,  lower  fore  neck 
purplish  black  streaked  with  white,  elongate  breast-plumes  streaked 
white  and  slaty  black ;  upper  p^rts,  wings,  and  tail  slaty  grey ; 
lower  parts  from  the  breast,  lower  tail-coverts,  sides  of  body,  and 
wing-hning  deep  chestnut. 

In  young  birds  the  colours  are  dull,  the  head  and  neck  much 
paler,  the  grey  of  the  upper  parts  with  rufous  edgings;  lower 
parts  white  streaked  with  brown. 

Bill  dark  slaty,  lower  mandible  fleshy  with  a  dark  margin ;  irides 
yellow  with  reddish  margins ;  eyelid  pale  slaty ;  legs  and  feet 
dark  slaty  blackish  (Leyge),  The  genys  is  more  curved  than  in 
other  species  of  Ardea, 

Length  56  ;  tail  8*5  ;  wing  24  ;  tarsus  9  ;  bill  from  gape  9*5. 
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DUtribuiion.  ThroiTgliout  Africa.  The  occurrence  of  this  bird  in 
[ndia  is  remarkable  and  somewhat  mysterious.  Mr.  Blyth,  in 
1845-46,  procured  several  specimens,  all  of  immature  birds,  in  the 
Calcutta  bazaar.  None  has  been  obtained  near  Calcutta  since, 
despite  numerous  enquiries  by  Hume  and  others,  nor,  so  far  as  i& 
known,  has  a  single  specimen  been  collected  elsewhere  in  India, 
but  in  Ceylon  two  were  shot,  one  in  1878  and  another  in  1879,  and 
a  third  was  seen  by  Mr.  Parker  in  1880.  Then  Jerdon  observed 
a  bird  of  this  species  at  the  foot  of  the  Khdsi  Hills ;  Hume  saw  six 
huge  Herons  apparently  of  this  species  in  Sind ;  and  I  have  twice 
seen  very  large  Herons,  once  by  a  tank  at  BaziLrgaon,  near  Nagpur, 
and  another  time  at  Bam  pur  in  Baluchistan.  There  can  h^  no 
doubt  that  a  big  Heron  with  a  reddish  head  and  neck  occurs  in 
India,  but  until  an  adult  can  be  compared,  it  cannot  be  regarded 
as  certain  that  this  bird  is  identical  with  the  African  A.  goUath^ 
Should  it  prove  distinct,  it  will  bear  Blyth's  name  A,  nobilis, 

Oenus  HERODIAS,  Bole,  1822. 

The  true  Egrets  are  Herons  with  pure  white  plumage  at  all 
limes  and  with,  in  the  breeding-season,  a  dorsal  train  of  feather? 
elongate  and  "  decomposed,"  i.  e,  with  the  barbs  or  rami  separate 
and  distant  from  each  other  so  as  to  form  the  ornamental  plumes 
or  aigrettes  from  which  the  bird's  name  is  derived.  They  are 
slenderer  birds  than  those  forming  the  genus  Ardea,  and  have  a 
smaller,  more  compressed  bill,  and  a  very  thin  neck.  Though  all 
very  similar  except  in  the  breeding-season  and  only  to  be  distin- 
guished by  size,  they  develop  in  the  nuptial  plumage  different  tufta 
of  ornamental  feathers,  and  on  this  account  the  three  Indian  speciea 
are  made  by  Sharpe  the  types  of  as  many  genera. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Neither  crest  nor  breast-plumes;  tarsus  5*2  to 

8-2in H.  alba,  p.  386. 

6.  No  crest ;  breast-plumes  id  breeding-plumage  ; 
tarsus  about  4*5 H,  intermedia,  p.  386* 

c.    Both  crest  and  breast-plumes    in    breeding- 
plumage  ;  tarsus  about  3*75 M.  garzetta,  p.  387. 

All  the  Egrets  associate  together  and  have  very  similar  habits. 
They  haunt  marshes,  paddy  fields,  tanks,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and 
Hve  on  fish,  mollusca,  &c.  They^  perch  freely  on  trees  and  make 
their  nests  on  them.  The  nests  are  of  sticks,  and  generally  many 
pairs  of  birds  breed  in  company. 

1559.  Herodiaa  alba.    The  Large  Egret. 

Ardea  alba,  Linn.  Si/st.  Nat.  i,  p.  239  (1766). 

Ardea  enetta,  JBechet.  Naturg,  DeutschL  iii,  p.  41  (1793) ;    Humfy 

H.  ^  JS.'p.  613. 
AideA  torn,  £uch.  Ham.,  Frankl.  P.  Z.  8,  1831,  p.  123;   Salvadari, 

Ann.  Mue.  Civ.  Oen,  (2)  vii,  p.  431. 
TOL.  IT.  20 


386  ABDEIDJE. 

Herodias  alba,  Blythy  Cat,  p.  279 ;  Jerdan,  B,  I,  iii,  p.  744 ;  BlyiM, 
Ibisy  1805,  p.  30 ;  Humf,  6'.  F.  i,  p.  253 ;  Butier,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  23; 
Gates,  S.  F,  v,  p.  167 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  1)24  bia ;  Scullp,  S,  F.  viii, 
p.  300 ;  Leffge,  Birds  CeyL  p.  1 138 ;  Beid,  S.  F  x,  p.  75 ;  Chtes, 
B,  B.  ii,  p.  240 ;  id,  in  Humes  N,  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  237  ;  Sharpt, 
Cat,  B,  M.  xxvi,  p.  90. 

Herodias  egretta,  Hume,  S.  F,  v,  p.  347. 

Herodias  torra,  Hume  ^  Bav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  472 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  rii,  p.  280; 

Hume,  Cat,  no.  925 ;  Scully,  S.  F  viii,  p.  300  j  I)oiy,  ibid,  p.  372 ; 

Vidal,  S,FIk,  p.  88;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  433;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom. 

p.  379 ;   Hume  ^  Cripps,  S,  F,  xi,  p.  832  ;  Barnes,  Jour,  Bom.  N» 

H.  Soc,  vi,  p.  143. 

Mallany  bayla,   Torra-baola,  Tar-iay la,  Bara-bagla,  II.;    Dhar-bogla^ 

Bang. ;  Fedda-tella-konya,  Tel. ;  Mala-kmiya,  Goud ;    Fella  koku,  Tarn. ; 

(Ce}lon)  ;  Baddadel-koka,  Cing. 

Coloration,  Pure  white.  In  the  breeding-season  a  train  of  long 
ornamental  feathers  with  fine  separate  and  distant  barbs  springs 
from  the  back  and  extends  4  or  5  inches  beyond  the  tail ;  no  crest 
or  breast-plumes.     The  train  is  dropped  after  the  breeding-season. 

In  the  breeding-season,  the  bill  is  black,  orbital  skiu  bright  green, 
iris  yellow,  legs  and  feet  black,  soles  yellowish,  naked  part  of  tibia 
bluish  black.  At  other  seasons  the  bill  is  yellow,  orbital  skin 
greenish  yellow,  tibia  dull  greenish  {Oatesf), 

Dimensions  vary  greatly.  An  average  specimen  measures: 
length  about  36,  tail  5*5,  wing  14-5,  tarsus  6,  bill  from  gape  5*5. 
The  wing,  however,  varies  from  13  to  17  and  the  tarsus  from  5-25 
to  8*5 ;  birds  from  the  north,  as  usual,  being  larger  than  those  which 
breed  to  the  southward.  Hume  and  other  naturalists  thought  that 
two  different  species,  a  larger  and  a  smaller,  occurred  in  India, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  them. 

Diitribuiion,  The  warmer  parts  of  Europe  and  Asia  as  far  east 
as  Burma,  with  the  whole  of  Africa ;  allied  species  or  races  replacing 
H.  alba  in  Eastern  Asia  and  Australia  and  in  America.  This 
Egret  is  found  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma. 

Habits,  4'c.  The  I^rge  Egret  is  rather  more  solitary  in  general 
than  the  smaller  species,  but  it  frequently  associates  with  them* 
It  breeds  in  Northern  India  and  in  Burma  about  July  and  August, 
but  in  the  Carnatic  and  Ceylon,  where  the  rains  fall  and  the 
country  is  flooded  during  the  north-east  monsoon,  all  Herons 
breed  from  December  to  February.  This  species  lays  generally  3, 
occasionally  4,  bluish-green  eggs  measuring  on  an  average  2*11  by 
1-66. 


1560.  Herodias  mtermedia.    The  SmalUr  Egret. 

Ardea  intermedia,  Wayler,  Isis,  1820,  n.  669 ;  Hume,  N,  ^  E,  p.  616. 
A  rdea  efrrettoides,  apud  Temm.  Man.  a'Om,  ed.  2,  iv,  p.  374  (1840), 
nee  Gmel, 
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Oates,  B.  BAi,  p.  247 ;  id,  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E,  2nd  ed.  iii.  p.  240; 

BameSj  Birds  ^om.  p.  379 ;  id.  Jour,  Bom.  N,  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  144 ; 

Hume  ^  Cripps,  S.  P.  xi,  p.  333. 
flerodias  egjettoides,  JerdoUf  B.  I.  iii,  p.  74o ;  Ball,  J.  A.  S.  B.  zli, 

pt.  2,  p.  289 ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  87 ;  Fairbank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  263. 
Mesophoyx  intermedia,  Sharpe,  Bull.  B.  O.  C.  iii,  p.  xxxviii  (1894) ; 

id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  85. 

Patangkha  or  Patokka  bagla,  Karchia-boffla,  H. ;  Puru'tcalUd-kokUj 
Tarn.  (Ceylon). 

Coloration.  Pure  white.  In  the  breeding-season  a  long  dorsal 
train  is  developed,  reaching  nearly  to  the  ground  and  sometimes 
17 inches  long;  pectoral  plumes, also  decomposed,  are  well  developed, 
but  no  crest. 

Bill  in  breeding-season  black,  facial  skin  green,  iris  yellow,  legs 
And  toes  black  (Oaiea)  ;  tibia  yellowish  brown  (Legge),  Out  of  the 
breedingHseason,  the  bill  is  yellow  wdth  the  tip  dusky,  orbital 
skin  greenish  yellow. 

Length  about  26  ;  tail  5 ;  wing  12 ;  tarsus  4*5 ;  bill  from  gape  3*75. 

Distribution.  Throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Northern  Burma, 
iiomewhat  unevenly  distributed ;  not  recorded  from  Tenasserim, 
though  found  in  the  Andaman  Islands,  Malay  Peninsula  and 
Islands  to  Java  and  the  Philippines,  and  in  China  and  Japan. 
Allied  races  occur  in  Africa  and  Australia. 

HkdntSj  4^c.  This  Egret  breeds  in  Northern  India  in  July  and 
August,  but  in  Ceylon  about  December.  The  nests  are  closely 
picked  together  and  are  often  on  trees  in  towns.  The  eggs  are  pale 
bluish  green,  four  in  number,  and  measure  about  1*9  by  1*44. 

1561.  Herodias  garzetta.    The  Little  Egret. 

Ardea  garzette,  Idnn.  Sust.  Nat.  i,  p.  237  (1766)  ;    Hume,  N.  ^  E. 

p.  616 ;  Doig,  8.  F.  vii,  p.  467. 
Herodias  garzetta,  Boie,  Isis,  1822,  p.  559;    Blyth,  Caf.  p.  279; 

Jferdbn,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  746 ;  Tgtler,  Ibis,  1867^.  333 ;    Hume,  S.  F. 

i,  p.  253 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  399 ;  Hume,  S.  F  ii,  p.  304 ;  iu,  p.  190 ; 

Butler,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  23 ;  Hume  ^  Bav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  476 ;  Ball,  S.  F. 

vii,  p.  230 ;  Crijyps,  ibid.  p.  307 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  927;  Scullg,  S.  F. 

yiii,  p.  360 ;  Doig,  ibid.  p.  372 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1144 ;  Anders. 

Yunnan  Exped.,  Aves,  p.  688 ;   Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  88  ;  Butler,  ibid. 

p.  433 ;  Beid,  8.  F.  x,  p.  75 ;  Davidson,  ibid.  p.  323 ;  Hume,  ibid. 

p.  416 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  248 ;  td.  m  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii, 

p.  242 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  380 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.   H.  8oc. 

vi,  p.  144 ;  Hume  ($>  Cripps,  8.  F.  xi,  p.  333. 
P  Herodias  immaculata,  apud  Blyth,J.  A.8.  B.  xxi.  p.  437 ;  id.  Ibis^ 

1865,  p.  37;  ?necGould. 
?  Herodias  eulophotes,  apud  Hume,  8.  F.  vi,  p.  478 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  927 

bis ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  249 ;  nee  8winh.  P 
Gaizetta  garzetta,  8harpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  118. 

KUchia  or  Karckia  bagla,  H. ;    Xella  nucha  konga,  Tel. ;   8udu-koka, 
Cing. 

CohraJtion,  Pure  white.     The  dorsal  plumes  greatly  elongated  in 
the  breedingHseason,  decomposed  and  turned  up  at  the  end ;  pectera) 

2c  2 
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feathers  also  leDgtbened  and  lanceolate,  not  decomposed,  and  a  crest 
of  two  long  attenuated  feathers.  All  of  these  are  wanting  at  other 
times. 

Bill  black  at  all  seasons,  base  of  lower  mandible  yellowish ;  fadal 
skin  greenish  yellow ;  iris  yellow  ;  tarsus  black,  toes  mixed  yellow- 
ish and  black  (OaUs) ;  toes  yellow  or  greenish  yellow  (Jerdon), 

Length  about  25  ;  tail  3*75 ;  wing  1 1 ;  tarsus  4  ;  bill  from  gape  4* 


/'■^' . 


Fig.  91 .— Head  of  H.  garzetta,    J. 

Ditiribution,  Southern  Europe,  the  whole  of  Africa  and  Southern* 
Asia  to  China  and  Japan,  the  Malay  Archipelago  and  Australia 
being  inhabited  by  a  doubtfully  separable  form.  Common  through* 
out  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma. 

HahiUy  i'c.  The  Little  Egret  breeds  at  the  same  time  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  other  species,  and  in  company  with  them. 
Its  eggs  are  more  numerous,  frequently  5  or  6  in  a  nest,  they  are 
smaller  and  measure  1*73  by  1*32. 

I  have  examined  the  skin  from  Amherst  near  Moolmein  referred 
to  H.  eulophoUs  by  Hume.  It  is  certainly  not  Lrptet'odius  $aeer 
(with  which  U,  etilophotes,  Swinhoe,  is  identified,  rightly  I  believe, 
by  Sharpe).  It  is  probably  an  abnormally  small  specimen  of  if.  gar- 
zetta, having  a  tarsus  only  3*1  in.  long.  //.  nigripeg^  Temm.  {H, 
immacuZato,Gould),  inhabiting  the  Malay  Archipelago  and  Austndia, 
has  been  separated  from  H,  garzetta  for  various  reasons,  none  of 
which,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  are  valid. 

Genus  BUBULCXTS,  Bonap.,  1854. 

This  is  distinguished  from  Herodxat  by  shorter  bill  and  feet,  by 
the  nude  portion  of  the  tibia  being  shorter  than  the  inner  toe 
without  claw,  and  by  the  changes  in  the  breeding-season  being 
quite  different.  The  culmen  is  much  shorter  than  the  middle  toe 
and  claw,  and  these  are  shorter  than  the  tarsus.  In  non-breeding 
plumage  birds  of  this  genus  are  pure  white,  but  in  the  breeding- 
season  buff  hair-like  plumes  appear  on  the  head,  neck,  and  baca. 
The  habits  of  the  prt'sent  genus  differ  greatly  from  those  olHerodioM* 

Only  two  species  are  known ;  they  inhabit  the  uttrmer  parts 
of  Europe  ana  Asia,  and  the  whole  of  Africa.  One  apedes  is 
Indian. 
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1562.  Bnbnlciis  coromandnfl.    TJu  Catile  Egret. 


Caocronui  coromAnda,  Bodd.  Tabl.  PL  Erd.  p.  54  (1783). 

Herodias  bubulcusy  apud  Blyth,  CaJt,  p.  230 ;  Irhyy  Ibis,  1861,  p.  245 ; 
nee  Ardea  bubulcus,  Avd, 

Buphus  ooromanduSy  Jerdon,  B.  I,  m,  p.  749 ;  Stoliczka,  J.  A,  S,  B, 
xli,  pt.  2,  p.  264 ;  Butler,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  28 ;  Fmrbank,  ibid.  p.  263 ; 
Hume  4-  IktD.  S,  F.  vi,  p.  481 ;  Btdl,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  230. 

Babulcus  coTomandus,  Hume,  S.  F,  i,  p.  256 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  309 ; 
Hume,  8.  F.  ii,  p.  309 ;  Ball,  ibid,  p.  434 ;  Armstrong,  S.  F.  iv, 
p.  349 ;  Cripps,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  307 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  929 ;  Sculbf, 
8,  F.  viii,  p.  861  j  Doig,  ibid.  p.  372 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1147 ; 
Vidal,  8.  F.  ix,  p.  89 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  434;  Beid,  8.  F.  x,  p.  75 ; 
Damason,  ibid,  p.  323;  Hume,  ibtd,  p.  416;  Oates,  B,  B,  ii, 
p.  251 ;  id,  in  Hume's  N.  (J-  E,  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  247 ;  Barnes, 
Birds  Bom.  p.  381 ;  id.  Jour,  Bom,  N,  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  145  ;  Hume, 
8.  F,  xi,  p.  333 ;  8harpe,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxvi,  p.  217. 

P  Herodias  melanopus,  apud  Oates,  8.  F.  iii,  p.  190. 

P  Ardea  bubulcus,  apud  8t,  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  178,  nee  Aud. 

Surkhia-hagla,  Badami-bagla,  Doria-bagla,  H. ;  Gai-bogla,  H.  &  Beng. ; 
SanUi'tonga,  Tel. ;  Huni  koku.  Tarn.  (Ceylon) ;  Gehri-koka,  Cingbaleae. 


Fig.  92. — Head  of  B.  coromandas.    |. 

Coloration.  In  winter  or  when  not  breeding  pure  wbite.  In 
breeding-plumage  the  head,  neck,  and  long  dorsal  plumes  are 
orange-Duff,  the  latter  varying  to  pinkish  or  brownish  buff ;  chin 
and  tore  part  of  neck  white  ;  the  dorsal  plumes  decomposed  and 
scarcely  extending  or  not  extending  beyond  the  tail. 

Bill,  loral  skin,  and  eyelids  yellow;  loral  skin  tinged  with 
greenish;  iris  pale  golden  yellow  ;  tarsi  and  feet  black,  tibia  yellow, 
soles  greenish  yellow  (Legge). 

Length  20  ;  tail  3*75  ;  wing  10 ;  tarsus  3*5  ;  bill  from  gape  3. 

Distribution.  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma ;  South-eastern  Asia, 
and  the  islands  as  far  as  Corea,  the  Philippines,  and  the  Moluccas. 
'^Habits,  ^c.  Common  and  resident  throughout  the  better 
watered  parts  of  the  Empire,  but  far  less  commonly  seen  about 
SMramps  than  other  Herons.  This  Egret  is  a  constant  attendant 
on  cattle,  either  oxen  or  buffaloes,  frequently  perching  on  their 
backs,  and  feeding  mainly  on  the  insects  that  are  attracted 
by  cattle  and  on  grasshoppers.  Vast  numbers  of  this  species 
breed  together,  often  in  company  with  Egrets,  Pond  Herons, 
Ac. ;  they  make  the  usual  nest  of  sticks  in  trees,  and  lay  3  to  5 
very  pale  greenish  eggs,  measuring  about  1'71  by  1*32.  The 
breeding-season  is  from  June  to  August  in  most  parts  of  India, 
4)at  in  the  Gamatic  in  November  and  December. 
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Genus  LEFTEBODIUS,  Hemp.  &  Ehr.,  1832. 

This  genus  is  very  much  like  Berodias,  and  is  distinguished  hj 
having  the  dorsal  train  comparatively  short,  composed  of  lanceokto 
feathers,  not  of  plumes  with  the  barbs  widely  separate,  by  the 
pectoral  plumes  also  being  lanceolate,  by  these  ornamental  feathers 
not  being  assumed  at  the  breeding-season  only,  but  being  found  on 
adults  throughout  the  year,  by  the  nude  portion  of  the  tibia  being 
less  than  half  its  length,  and  by  coloration.  As  a  rule,  the 
species  of  this  genus  are  of  a  nearly  uniform  dark  grey  or  slaty 
tint,  with  the  remarkable  peculiarity  that  certain  individuals  are 
pure  white  at  all  times.  The  difference  does  not  always,  as  was 
formerly  supposed,  depend  on  age,  for  many  white  birds  are 
clearly  adults  ;  but  some  young  white  birds  of  L.  oBha^  kept  by 
Mr.  Gumming  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  changed  to  grey  between  the 
fifth  and  eighth  month. 

The  members  of  this  genus,  three  in  number,  of  which  two 
occur  within  Indian  limits,  inhabit  the  sea-coasts  of  Africa, 
Southern  Asia,  Australia,  and  the  Pacific  Islands. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Naked  tibia  longer  than  inner  toe  without  claw ; 

whole  chin  and  throat  white  in  dark  birds ;  crest 

of  two  very  long  feathers   L.  asha,  p.  890. 

6.  Naked  tibia  shorter  than  inner  toe  ;  a  white  streak 

in  middle  of  chin  and  throat  or  none ;  crest  a  short 

tuft    L,  sacer,  p.  891. 

The  members  of  this  genus  haunt  the  sea-coast  and  the  mouth» 
of  rivers,  and  rarely  occur  elsewhere.  They  may  commonly  be 
seen  solitary  on  reefs  of  rock  or  coral  at  low  tide,  or  on  sand  or 
mud,  and  they  feed  on  the  fish,  Crustacea,  and  mollusca  there 
occurring  in  abundance. 

1563.  Lepterodini  aaha.     Tlie  Indian  Beef-Ileron. 

Ardea  asha,  Stjk^n,  P.  Z,  A'.  1^32,  p.  157 ;  Blyth,  IbiSf  18C6,  p.  38. 

Jlerodias  asha,  Blyth,  Cat,,  p.  280. 

Demi-egretta  asha,  Jerdorif  B,  I,  iii,  p.  747 :  Hayea  Lioyd.  Tftw, 

1873,  p.  418. 
Demiprretta  sacra,  apud  Stobczka,  J,  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  264,  nee 

Gmel 
Ardea  giilaris,  apttd  Hume,  N,  j-  J?,  p.  617 ;   Legge^  Birds  CeyL 

p.  1130;  nee  Boac, 


P-  , 

n.  484 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  380 ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N.^K 

2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  244. 

Lepterodius  asha,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  110. 

The  Ashy  Egret ^  Jerdon ;  Kala  bagla,  II. 

Coloration,  As  a  rule,  bluish  slaty  ;  the  chin,  throat,  and  lower 
cheeks,  almost  to-  the  gape,  white ;  the  long  lanceolate  plumes  of 
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the  scapulars,  interscapulars,  and  upper  breast,  and  the  two  long^ 
narrow  feathers  of  the  crest  ashy  grey. 

Many  birds,  however,  both  old  and  young,  are  pure  white 
throughout.  Birds  of  the  year  (if  not  white)  are  ashy  grey,  and 
have  no  ornamental  plumes.  Young  birds  are  often  particoloured, 
and  a  few  instances  have  been  observed  of  slaty-blue  adults  with 
some  of  the  quills  and  wing-coverts  white.  The  African  L,  gulaHsy 
with  which  the  present  species  was  for  a  long  time  supposed  to  be 
identical,  -is  quite  distinct,  being  darker  coloured,  with  a  very 
different  crest  of  several  comparatively  short  plumes. 

Bill  brownish  yellow,  yellowish  at  the  tip,  cujmen  between 
nostrils  dark  brown,  gape  greenish ;  irides  golden  yellow ;  tibia 
and  just  below  the  knee  brown  ;  tarsus  green,  paling  to  greenish 
yellow  at  the  tips  of  the  toes  (Ler/ge),  Coloration,  especially  of 
legs,  very  variable. 

Length  of  male  about  20  ;  tail  3*75  ;  wing  10*5  ;  tarsus  4 ;  bill 
from  gape  4*5.     Females  rather  less. 

Distribution,  Shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
(Muscat,  Fao)  to  Ceylon  and  the  Laccudives.  Individual  birds 
may  occasionally  occur  inland,  but  as  a  rule  this  species  does  not 
leave  the  sea-coast  or  the  tidal  estuaries  and  backwaters  at  any 
time. 

Habits,  ^c.  This  Eeef-Heron  breeds  generally  in  May,  making 
the  usual  nest  of  sticks  on  mangrove  or  other  trees  near  the 
shore,  but  nests,  made  on  the  grouud,  have  been  found  on  barren 
uninhabited  islands.  The  eggs  are  pale  sea-green,  3  to  5  in 
number,  and  measure  about  1*85  by  1*35. 

1564.  LepterodiuB  sacer.     The  Eastern  Reef-Heron, 

Ardea  sacra,  Gmel,  SysL  Nat.  i,  p.  640  (1788);   Hume,  N.  8r  E. 

p.  618. 
Ajtlea  jugularis,  Ford.,  Wagler,  Si/st,  Av,  Ardea,  no.  18  (1827) ; 

Pelzelitf  Nooara  Reisey  Vciy,  p.  118. 
Herodias  jugularis,  Blythy  Cat,  p.  280. 
Demigretta  concolor,  Blyth,  J.  A,  S,  B,  xv,  p.  372  (1846) ;   BaU^ 

J.A.S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  243. 
P  Herodias  eidophotes,  Swinhoe,  line,  1860,  p.  64 ;  Blyth^  Birds  Burm. 

p.  159. 
Herodias  adamanensia,  Tytler^  Beavan,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  333. 
Herodias  concolor,  Blyth,  Ibis,  1868,  p.  133;  Ball,  J,  A,  S,  B,  xli, 

pt  2,  p.  289 ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  87  ;  Blyth,  Birds  Burm,  p.  160. 
Demiegretta  sacra,   Walden,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  318;  Hume,  S,  F,  ii, 

p.  304  ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F  vi,  p.  481 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  928  bis ; 

Oatee,  B.  B.  ii,  d.  2oO  ;  id.  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  246 ; 

Sharps,  Cat.  B,  M.  xxvi,  p.  137. 
Demiegretta  greyi,  Hume,  6*.  jP.  i,  p.  307  (1873). 

Coloration,  as  a  rule,  dark  slaty  grey,  less  bine  than  in  L.  asha^  with 
a  white  streak  down  the  middle  of  the  chin  and  throat ;  this  streak  ia 
not  uncommonly  represented  by  a  few  white  feathers  or  wanting 
altogether.  There  is  a  broad  full  nuchal  cresr,  about  an  inch 
long,  of  ordinary  feathers ;  a  dorsal  train  of  lanceolate  feathers. 
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slightly  disintegrated,  extendiug  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  aoA 
lanceolate  pectoral  plumes. 

As  ia  L.  asha,  some  birds  of  all  ages  are  white  throughout,  the 
adults  with  crests  and  pectoral  pluuies,  and  with  the  feathers  of 
the  dorsal  train  sometimes  extending  beyond  the  tail.  Kestlinga 
vary,  being  white,  grey,  or  pied. 

Soft  parts  very  variable.  Bill  brown,  yellowish  on  lower  man- 
dible, sometimes,  in  white  individuals,  yellow  throughout ;  irides 
yellow;  legs  and  feet  dark  green,  varying  to  paler  green  or  to 
black. 


Kg.  83.— H™1  of  L.  jta«r.    i- 

Length  about  22;  tail  3-7;  wing  1075  (9-62-11-75)  j  tarsus 
2'9  ;  bill  from  gape  3'8. 

I^trilmlion.  The  whole  Burmese  coast,  the  reefs  and  shores  of 
the  Andamans  and  Kicobars,  the  roasts  of  the  Malay  Peninsula 
and  Archipelago  to  China  and  Japan  iu  one  direction,  and  to  Aus- 
tralia and  the  islands  of  the  Pacihc  in  another. 

J/abiU,  Jfc.  Very  similar  to  those  of  L.  atha.  Eggs  taken  in 
Arrakan  and  the  Andaman  Islands  from  April  to  June  do  not 
exceed  three  in  number  in  each  nest ;  they  are  pale  sea-green  in 
♦■olour,  and  measure  about  l-"  by  1-y,  The  neals  were,  as  usual, 
of  sticks. 

Genus  ASDEOLA,  Boie,  1823. 

Ths  Pcnd  Herous,  or,  as  they  are  often  called  by  British  omi-- 
thologists,  Ktjuaji'O  Herons,  aru  smaller  than  the  true  Herons  and 
Egrets,  and  are  somewhat  intermediate  in  plumage  between  Egrets 
uud  Herons.  The  head,  neck,  and  bock  arii  always  coloured,  but 
undergo  a  complete  change  of  colour  in  the  breeding-season;  the 
posterior  half  of  the  body,  with  the  wings  and  tail,  is  white.  The 
npetifs  are  scarcely  distinguishable  in  non-breeding  plumage, 
though  differing  widely  in  their  nuptial  garb. 

The  feathers  of  the  neck,  back,  and  upper  breast  are  elongate, 
nod  those  of  the  last  two  decompowd  in  breeding- plum  age  ;  a  crest 
uf  elongate  lanceolate  feathers  is  only  developed  in  the  breeding- 
«:-aNun.  Both  the  neck  and  tarsi  are  shorter  thau  in  typiol 
Herons ;  the  bill  is  slout,  the  culmen  about  e<iual  to  the  middle 
tiie  and  claw  or  to  the  tarsus;  wings  ample;  tail  short,  of  12 
leathers. 

Pour  or  five  species  are  known,  inhabiting  the  warmer  parts  of 
the  Old  World  ;  of  ihrse  two  occur  «ithin  our  area. 
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Key  to  the  Species* 

M,  Wing  about  8  in. ;  head  and  neck  in  bieeding- 

ixlumaffe  brownish   A,  ffrayi,  p.  393. 

^.  Wing  about  9  in. ;  head  and  neck  in  breeding- 
plumage  chestnut    A*  bacchttSf  p.  394. 

1565.  Ardeola  grayi.     The  Pond  Heron, 

Ardea  grayii,  Sykes,  P.  Z.  S,  1832,  p.  153 ;  Gray  in  Hardw.  lU.  Ind, 
Zool,  ii,  pi.  48. 

Ardeola  leucoptera,  aptid  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  281 ;  id.  Ibis,  1865,  p.  38  ; 
1867,  p.  172 ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  761 ;  nee  Bodd, 

Ardeola  grayi,  Hume,  N,  ^  E.  p.  619 ;  id,  S,  F,  i,  p.  266 ;  Adam, 
ibid,  p.  399 ;  Hume,  8.  F,  ii,  p.  309 ;  Butler,  S,  F,  iv,  p.  23 ;  Arm- 
strong,  ibid,  p.  350 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  467 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S,  F,  vi, 
p.  481 ;  Hume,  S,  F  vii,  p.  39 ;  BaU,  ibid,  p.  230 ;  Cripps,  ibid, 
p.  308 ;  Hume,  Cat,  no.  930 ;  Sculiy,  S,  F.  ^lii,  p.  361 ;  Doia,  ibid, 
p.  372 ;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyl,  p.  1160 ;  Vidal,  8.  F  ix,  p.  90 ;  Builer, 
tbid,  p.  434 ;  Barnes,  ibid,  p.  460 ;  B^eid,  8,  F,  x,  p.  76  ;  Damson, 
ibid,  p.  416 ;  OaUs,  B,  B,  ii,  p.  262  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  381 ; 
Hume,  8,  F,  xi,  p.  334 ;  Gates  in  Hume's  N,  ($•  E,  2nd  ed.  iii, 
p.  248 ;  Barnes,  Jour,  Botn,  N,  H,  8oc.  i,p.  60 ;  vi,  p.  146 ;  Munn, 
Ibis,  1894,  p.  69;  8harpe,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxvi,  p.  207. 

Hagla,  Andha-bagla,  Chama-bagla,  Kani-bagla,  H.  ;  Khonch'hogla, 
II.  &  B. ;  Bal'puchuke,  Gond ;  Kokku,  Tarn. ',  Gudi  konga,  Tel. ;  Kana 
koka,  Cing. ;  Hbyein-ouk,  Burtn. 

Coloration.  In  the  breeding-season  the  bead  and  neck  are  light 
yellowish  brown,  the  crown  browner ;  chin  and  throat  white ;  long 
pointed  lanceolate  feathers,  forming  an  occipital  crest,  also  white ; 
feathers  of  upper  breast  long,  somewhat  disintegrated,  ashy  brown, 
with  narrow  whitish  streaks ;  back  and  inner  scapulars  very  long, 
decomposed,  deep  maroon,  blackish  or  dark  slaty  towards  the  ends ; 
outer  scapulars  brownish  buff;  remainder  of  body,  wings,  and  tail 
white,  tips  of  first  primaries  tinged  brownish. 

In  non-breeding  dress  the  head  and  neck  are  dark  brown, 
streaked  with  pale  yellowish  bufp,  crown  darker ;  fore  neck  paler, 
jind  with  the  buff  predominating ;  chin  and  throat  white  ;  upper 
breast  white,  streaked  with  brown ;  back,  scapulars,  and  tertiaries 
Asby  brown,  with  pale  yellowish  shaft-stripes  on  the  scapulars ; 
rest  of  plumage  white. 

Bill  blue  at  the  base,  yellowish  in  the  middle  and  edges,  and 
black  at  the  tip ;  orbits  greenish  yellow ;  irides  bright  yellow  ; 
legs  and  feet  dull  green  (Jerthm). 

Length  18  ;  tail  3 ;  wing  8 ;  tarsus  2*25  ;  bill  from  gape  3. 

Distribution.  Throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  extending 
west  to  the  Persian  Gulf  and  south-east  to  the  Malay  Peninsula. 
Also  found  in  the  Andaman,  Nicobar,  and  Laccadive  Islands. 

HabitSj  ^.  A  common  and  familiar  bird,  often  found  about 
XMiddy-fields,  ditches,  village  tanks,  and  similar  places,  not  easily 
seen  when  sitting,  and  making  a  startling  display  of  its  white 
wings,  body,  and  tail  when  it  flies  up,  often  close  by  the  intruder, 
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with  a  guttural  croak.  The  native  names  in  several  languages 
mean  Blind  Heron.  It  feeds  chiefly  on  frogs  and  crabs,  occa- 
sionally on  fish,  insects,  &c.,  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  food  by 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  India.  It  breeds  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  from  May  to  September,  but  in  the  Carnatic  about 
December,  makes  a  stick  nest  on  a  tree,  several  pairs  often 
nesting  in  company,  and  lays  from  four  to  six  greenish-blue  eggs, 
measuring,  on  an  average,  1*48  by  1*17. 

1566.  Ardeola  hacchns.     The  Chinese  Pond-Heron. 

Buphus  bacchus,  Bonap.  Consp,  Av.  ii,  p.  127  (1855). 

Araeola  praeinoscelea,  Switih.  Ibis,  1860,  p.  64 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  ii, 

p.  483;    Walden  in  BlyWs  Birds  Burnt,  p.  160;  Hume  ^  Dav. 

S,  K  vi,  p.  481 ;  Anderson,  Yunnan  Rtpea.,  Aves,  p.  689  ;  HumSf 

Cat,  no.  930  bis ;  Gates,  B,  B.  ii,  p.  253. 
Ardeola  leucoptera,  apud  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  834,  nee  Bodd, 
Ardeola  bacchus,  Sharpe,  Cat.  B»  M.  xxvi,  p.  211. 


Fig.  U4. — Head  of  A.  bawhi  $  (winter  plunm^e).     |. 

Coloration,  In  breeding-plumage  the  chin  and  throat  are  white  ; 
remainder  of  head  and  neik,  with  long  lanceolate  nuchal  crest, 
dark  chestnut ;  elongate  breast-plumes  the  same,  but  blackiah 
towards  the  ends  ;  back  and  some  of  the  scapulars  blackish  slaty; 
remainder  of  body,  wings  and  tail  white,  outer  two  or  three 
primaries  broA^^nish  at  the  tip. 

Winter  plumage  similar  to  that  of  A,  grayi. 

Bill  yellow  in  middle,  black  on  terminal  inch,  bluish  at  base  ; 
bare  orbital  skin  (greenish  yellow  ;  irides  golden  yellow ;  tarsi  and 
toes  pale  yellowish  green  ;  soles  and  tibise  paie  yellow. 

Length  21 ;  tail  2*3  ;  wing  9  ;  tarsurt  2*3 :  bill  from  gape  3*1. 

Distribution,  Japan,  China,  Burma,  Malay  Peninsula,  ana  Borneo. 
Found  together  with  A,  grayi  in  Mauipur,  Karennee,  aud  Tenas- 
serim,  also  in  the  Andaman  Islands. 

Genus  BUTORIDES,  Blyth,  1849. 

With  this  genus  we  pass  to  the  crepuscular  and  nocturnal 
Herons,  leading  to  the  Bitterns.  Butorides  is  distinguished  from 
Ardeola  by  having  no  separate  nuptial  plumage,  by  being  dark- 
coloured  throughout,  by  having  the  tibia  feathered  to  within  a 
short  distance  (half  an  inch  in  the  Indian  species)  of  the  joint, 
and  especially  by  havii  g  a  shorter  tarsuH  and  smalltr  feet,  the 
middle  toe  and  claw  bring  about  equal  to  ilie  tarsus,  but  much 
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Bhorterthanthdculmen.    The  head U crested ;  Bcapulora and inter- 
Bcapnlars  elongate  and  lanceolate,  not  disintegrated.     Bectrices  12. 
Six  species  are  known,  with  a  wide  range  in  Asia,  Afri<.-s,  and 
America;  only  one  occurs  in  India. 

1567.  Bntorides  jaTonica.     The  lAttU  Grem  Heron. 
Ardea  jsTRnira,  Hortf.  Tr.  Linn.  Soc.  liii,  p.   190  (1821);  Sskfir 

F.  Z.  S.  1832,  p.  158. 
Egretta  chloriceps  vel  vireacenB,  Hodgi.  in  Gi-aut  Zooi.  Misc.  p.  8U 

(1844),  descr.  nulla. 
Butorides  jaTanica,  Btulh,   GU.  p.  281  ;  Jerdim,  B.  l.  in,  p.  752  ; 

Bli/th,  U%»,  1867,  p.  173;  Godw.-Auit.  J.  A.  S.  B.  iJtTds.  pt.  2, 

p.  274  i  ilv,  pt.  2,  p.  80 ;  SMiezka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  ili,  pt.  2,  p.  264  ; 

BaU,  ibid.  p.  290 ;  nJ.  S.  F.  i,  p.  88 ;  Hume,  A'.  ^  k.  p.  620;  id. 

S.  F.  i,  p.  256 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  399 ;    Walden,  Ibi»,  18/3,  p.  321 : 

Hume,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  310;  Butkr,  S.  F.   iv,  p.  24;  Fairbank,  ibid. 

p.  26.'t;  BourdiUon,  ifrid.  p.  ^X,;.  Hume,  ibid.   p.  407;  Anders. 

Tumtan   Exptd.,  Avet,  p.  089 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  S.  F.  ri,  p.  483  ; 

Su/Ia;  S.  F.   \n,  pp.  189,  191;  BaU,  ibid.  p.  230;  Cripp»,ibid. 

p.  306  j  Hume,  Cat.  no.  931 ;  id.  S.  F.  viii,  p.  410;  Ltig/e,  Birds 

C-y.p.ll53;   FtSo;,  5.  J',  ii,  p.  90 ;  BuUer,ibid.v.  ^i;  David- 

son,  S.  F.  X,  p.  324 ;  Daoimn,  ibid.  p.  416 ;  Seid,  ibid.  p.  453 ; 

Oatei,  B.  B.  11,  p.  2A4 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  382 ;  Hume,  S.  F. 

3ci,  p.  334  ;   Gates  in  Hume's  X.  |-  E.  2nd  ecT.  iii,  p.  249 ; ,  Barnes, 

Jour. Bom.  N.  H.Soc.T;i,p.  146;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  ixvi,  p.  177. 
Butoridea  spodiogaster  (suDsp.),  Sharpe,  Bull.  B.  O.  C.  iii,  p.  xvii 

(1804)  ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  iivi,  p  182,  pi.  ii. 

Xancha   bagla,  II.  ;   Kana  boght,  Beng. ;    Ung  Fa-o  nang,  Lepcha ; 
Dosi  fumga,  Tel. ;  Dodti  knku,  I'nm. 


Head  uF  B.jaiM 


Coloration,  i'orehead,  crown  down  to  the  eyes,  and  long  occipital 
crest  black  dossed  with  dark  green ;  a  sliort  bluck  line  running 
back  from  the  lower  part  of  the  orbit,  area  between  tbis  and  the 
black  cap  whitish  ;  chin,  throat,  and  n  streak  bordering  the  lower 
mandible  white ;  rest  oF  head  and  neck  ashy  grey  except  a  broken 
white  band  more  or  less  streaked  with  brown  down  the  fore  neck ;. 
BCftputars  and  inleracapulartt  glossy  bronze-green,  the  long  ends  of 
the  feathers  nshy  grey  with  whili>"h  sliafts  :  rump  dark  grey  »  ashed 
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jyistribittion.  Central  and  Southern  Europe  and  Asia,  the  whole 
of  Africa,  and  the  greater  part  of  North  America  witli  the  West 
Indies.  The  Night  Heron  is  found  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and 
Burma,  locally  distributed  in  the  better-watered  tracts. 

Habits,  Sec  This  Heron  passes  the  day  in  large  trees  such  as 
mangoes  or  tamarinds,  or  in  palms,  considerable  numbers  often 
associating  together.  After  sunset  they  fly  off  to  feed  on  fish, 
frogs,  Ac.  Their  flight  is  heavy,  and  they  often,  when  flying,  utter 
a  characteristic  cry,  something  like  qwdl ;  from  this  call  one  name 
by  which  they  are  widely  known  in  India  is  taken.  These  Herons 
breed,  often  in  company  with  other  species  of  Herons.  Egrets,  &c., 
in  trees,  especially  those  standing  in  swamps,  or  sometimes  in  high 
reeds  or  grass ;  they  make  the  usual  stick  nests,  and  lay  four  or  five 
pale  sea-green  eggs  that  measure  about  1*92  by  1*35.  The  usual 
breeding-season  in  India  and  Burma  is  July  and  August,  but  in 
Kashmir  it  is  earlier,  April  and  May,  and  in  Ceylon  earlier  stiU, 
About  March. 

Oenus  GOBSACHIITS,  Bonap.,  1855. 

Bill  stout  and  short,  culmen  shorter  than  middle  toe  and  claw, 
which  measure  considerably  less  than  the  tarsus  ;  groove  on  upper 
mandible  large  and  deep ;  nostrils  large  and  open.  Feet  small ; 
hind  toe  long;  toes  bordered  by  a  narrow  membrane;  tarsus 
reticulated.  Neck  short  and  densely  feathered ;  head  crested ; 
tail  short,  of  12  feathers. 

Two  species  are  known,  both  from  the  Oriental  Begion ;  one  is 
Indian. 

1569.  Oorsachios  melanolophus.    The  Malay  Bittern. 

«  • 

Ardea  melanolopho,  RqffleSy  Tr,  Linn,  Soc,  ziii,  p.  .326  (1822). 
Tigrisoma  melanolopha,  Blyth^  Cat,  p.  281 ;  Layard,  A,  M,  N.  2f« 

(2)  xiv,  p.  114. 
Goreachius  melano)ophu8,  Blyth^  Ibis,  1865,  p.  38;  BoldswartA, 

P.  Z.  S,  1872,  p.  478 ;  Blyth,  Birth  Burm.  p.  160 ;  Hvme  ^  Dav. 

S,  R  vi,  p.  484 ;  Godtc-Auit,  J,  A.S.  B,  xlvii,  pt.  2,  p.  21 ;  L^ffe, 

Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1169 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii;  p.  260;  Sharpe,  Cat,  B.  M. 

xxvi,  p.  166. 
GoraakiuB  melanolophuSy  Hume,  S.  F,  ii,  p.  312 ;  Bcurdilhnj  S,  F, 

vii,  p.  524;    Hume,   Cat    no.  036  bis;   id.    S.  F,   iz,  p.  230; 

Hume  4'  Inglis,  ibid,  p.  259 ;  Butler,  ibid,  p.  435 ;  Barnes,  Birds 

Bom,  p.  386 ;  Hume  «$*  Cripps,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  336 ;  Davidwt^  Jour, 

Bam.  N,  H,  Soc,  vi,  p.  340. 

Coloration.  In  adults  the  crown  and  long  nuchal  crest  are 
black,  washed  with  ashy  grey ;  sides  of  head  to  above  the  eyes, 
and  sides  and  back  of  neck  light  chestnut ;  upper  parts  generaUy, 
iucluding  wing-coverts,  cinnamon  speckled  with  black,  the  black 
forming  close  imperfect  wavy  bars ;  outer  primary-coverts  black, 
tipped  with  white ;  quills  black,  chestnut  towards  the  ends  and 
tipped  with  white ;  upper  tail-coverts  dark  rufous-brown ;  tail 
blackish,  rufescent  towards  the  end  ;  chin  and  throat  white ;  fore 
neck  and  upper  breast  isabellinc  brown  with  black  streaks,  passing 
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1568.  Hycticoiax  griBfllU.     The  Sight  Heron, 

Arieanyeticnraift  A.grisea,  L.  «5f«(.  .Vfl/.  i,pp.  2;r),239(17fle). 

Nycticorai  griseJB,  Blyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xv,  p.  373;  id.  Cat.  p.  281  : 
Jerdon,  B.  X.  iii,  p.  758 ;  Hume  ^  Uendtri.  Lak.  to  Yark.  p.  296 : 
Ball,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  435 ;  Btithr,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  24  ;  Oattt,  S.  F.  y, 
p.  108;  Andert.  Yunnan  E.x'ped.,  Ate»,  p.  690;  Hume  ^  Dan. 
&  F.  vi,  p.  484 ;  Ball,  &  F.  vii,  p.  231 ;  O-ippi,  ibid.  p.  309 : 
Hume,  Cat.  no.  937 ;  Scully,  S.  F.  «ii,  p.  361  ;  Lej/fff,  Btr-U  Ceyl. 
p.  1166 ;  Fidat,  S.  F.  \x,  p.  SI ;  BuOer,  ibid.  p.  435 ;  Biddulph, 
Jbie,  1881,  p.  99;  Scully,  ibid.  p.  592;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  76; 
Davidton,  ibid.  p.  324 ;  Daviton,  ibid.  p.  417  ;  Samet,  Birdt  Bom. 
p.  387 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  149. 

Njctinrdea  nycticorai,  Stitliaka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  2i'>4  j  Humt, 
JV.  *£p.  624;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  250;  ii,  pp.  315,  483;  iii,  p.  193; 
Annttrooff,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  350 ;  OaUa,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  269 ;  id.  in  Hume'* 
N.^  £.  2ndBd.  iii,p.258. 

Nycticonut  nycticorai,  SAarpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  146. 
Wdk,  Kuidk,    Tdr   bagla,  Eoh-ai,   H. ;   Gadri,   Sind ;    Kotm   dauk, 
Batehka,  fienK;  i  CStinta  loakha,  Tet. ;  Sannari,  Tam.  (Ceylon) ;  Ea  kma 
koka,  Ciug. ;  Zui-wft,  Burm. 


Fig,  K.—nrmA  at  N.  griMta.    j. 

Cotaralion.  Ctowb  and  nape  (the  feathers  of  which  are  con- 
siderably lengthened),  back,  and  scapulars  black,  glossed  with 
metallic  green  ;  a  few  narrow  white  feathers  of  great  length  from 
the  nape ;  forehead,  a  streak  over  the  eye,  cheeks,  chin,  throat, 
fore  necli,  breast,  and  abdomen  white;  sides  and  back  of  neck, 
sides  of  body,  wings,  rump,  aod  tail  light  ashy  with  a  pinkish 
tii^,  darkest  on  tertiaries. 

YooDg  birds  are  brown  abore,  darkest  on  the  crown,  streaked 
with  buff  shaft- stripes,  and  with  triangular  buff  tips  to  the  back- 
feathers  and  wing-coverts ;  lower  plumage  white  streaked  with 
brown,  quills  and  tail-feathers  ashy  brown  with  white  tips. 

Bill  black,  yellowish  at  the  l»Be,  lores  and  orbits  yellowish 
green,  irides  blood-red,  feet  yellowish  green  (Jerdon) ;  in  the 
breeding-seaaon  the  bill  is  black,  eyelids  and  facial  skin  dull  lirid, 
legs  and  toes  pale  rufous  (Oatu). 

Length  23 ;  tail  4 ;  wing  1 1*5 ;  tarsus  3 ;  bill  from  gape  3'8. 
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SeiM  different  in  plumage.  Only  10  tail-feathers.  This  b  a 
remarkable  genus  of  sinaTl  Bitterns,  none  of  tlie  ten  ijpecieti 
enumerated  in  Sharpe's  Catalogue  having  a  wing  more  ihim  six 
incbee  long.  The  geuus  ie  found  in  racwi  iiaHs  of  (lie  ti^orld: 
three  species  are  Indian. 

K(y  to  the  Spreift. 
a.  TitnK  leathered  to  tibio-tnrsal  joint. 

a'.  Culitieu  nbout  equal  to  mid-e»e  and  ritiw .     A.  minutti,  p.  400. 
6'.  Ciiliuen  Inop-er  thau  mid-toe  and  claw  A,  titnniiiu,  p.  401, 

6,  Tibin  nuked  far  soaie  distance  above  j'oiut  .  .  A.  ri»nnrnum<-a,p.  402. 
The  habita  of  all  species  of  Ardetia  are  very  similar.  They  hidp 
in  thick  gra-ie  or  reeda  iu  marsh,  dense  swanipy  thickets,  or  high 
rice  during  the  day,  and  can  only  be  driven  out  by  close  beating ; 
hence  they  are  seldom  seen.  They  climb  about  amongst  bushes 
or  thick  reedft  just  as  Purple  Moorhens  do,  or  like  huge  Orass- 
Warblers.  They  go  out  at  dusk  to  feed  at  night  on  fish,  froga, 
water-insects,  and  worms,  and  about  the  sea-coast  on  crabs  and 
other  Crustacea.     Some  species  occasionally  feed  during  daylight. 

The  nest  is  a  pad  of  grass  or  rush  built  on  reeds  with  the  tops 
bent  down,  or  sometimes  id  a  bush,  or  uiore  frequently  in  a 
tussook  of  grass  or  u  clump  of  reeds  or  bulrushes  just  above  the 
water. 

1570.  Ardatta  mimita.     The  Little  Biaem, 

Ardea  miniita,  Linn.  Sytt.  Kai,  i,  p.  240  (1760). 

Ardetta  minmn,  Uli/tJi.  Ca/.  p.  283;   Adamt.  P.  Z.  S.  1858,  n.  508; 

Jerdun,  tt.  1.  iii.  p.  7oti ;    Hliine  ^  HrK^eri.  Lah.  to  Fark.  p.  290 ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  SW ;  id.  K  >Sr  E.  p.  624 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  935  j  Dofo, 

S.  F.  viii.pp.  370,  379;  Scully,  IbU,  1881,  p.  51)2;  JlidduifA,  lit*, 

1882,  p.  290;  St.  John.  Ibi),  1889,  p.  178;  Barnet,  Birds  Som. 

p.  385 1  OaUs  in  Uume't  If.  ^  E.  3nd  ed.  iii,  p.  267 ;  Sharpe,  Cat. 

B.  M.  ixYi,  p.  222, 

Ooloratiim.  Male.     Forehead   and   crown,  back,  scapulars,  ter- 

tiariee,  rump,  and  tail  black,  with  bron£e-grcen  gloss ;    sides  of 

head,  including  feathers  above  orbits,  greyish  or  pinkish  buff ;  hind 

neck  bare,  rest  of  neck  greyish  and  isabclline  behind,  and  yeltowisli 

in  front  and  on  the  throat,  aides  of  throat  white ;   smaller  and 

median  wing-coverts  ochreous  buff,  the  latter  paler  and  passing 

into  very  pale  lavender-grey   on  the  greater  coverts;    primaiy- 

coverte,  primaries,  and  secondaries  blackish  brown ;   upper  breast 

yellowish  buff,  the  feathers  grtjatly  lengthened  so  as  to  cr.ver  rhose 

of  the  lower  breast,  which  are  black  with  buff  margins ;    upper 

abdomen  buff,  passing  into  the  n  tiite  of  the  lower  abdomen  and 

lower  tail-coverts ;  flanks  with  uarrou'  brown  shaft-lines. 

FemaXti  differ  in  having  the  neck  more  rufous  along  the  sides  of 
the  hind  neck  ;  back  and  scapulars  brown,  with  buff  edges  to  th© 
feathers;  wing-coverts  more  isabelline  than  iu  males;  fore  neck 
and  upper  breast  streaked  mth  dusky,  and  the  lower  breast  and 
abdomen  and  flanks  with  broad  blackish  shaft- stripes. 

Young  birds   resemble   females,  but  hare   the   upper   aur&ce- 
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including  the  wing-coverts  dark  brown,  with  buff  edges  to  the 
feathers,  and  the  lower  surface  streaked  with  dark  brown 
throughout. 

Bill  purplish  yellow;  legs  greenish  yellow;  irides  orange- 
yellow  {Doig).  Bill  pale  grey,  dusky  along  culmen ;  orbital  skin 
pale  green;  irides  bright  pale  yellow;  feet  green,  claws  black 
iScuUy). 

Length  about  14;  tail  2;  wing  5'75;  tarsus  1*7;  bill  from 
gape  2*5. 

DistribHiion,  Europe  south  of  lat.  60%  Africa  in  winter,  and 
Central  Asia  as  far  east  as  Northern  India.  This  Bittern  is 
common  in  Kashmir,  where  it  breeds,  and  is  found  throughout  the 
Himalayas  as  far  east  as  Nepal.  It  is  also  apparently  a  resident 
in  Sind,  and  has  been  obtained  near  Delhi  and  Etawah. 

Habits,  Sfc.  This  Bittern  breeds  both  in  the  Himalayas  and  in 
<Sind  in  May  and  June ;  it  places  its  nest,  composed  of  grass  and 
reeds,  amongst  rushes  or  wild  rice,  and  lays  4  or  5  white  ^ggs, 
jneasuring  1*34  by  1. 

1571.  Ardetta  sinensia.    The  Yellow  Bittenu 

Ardea  smensis,  Gm.  Syst  Nat.  i,  p.  642  (1788);  Hume,  N.  ^  B. 

p.  623. 
Ardetta  sinensis,  Blyih,  Cat,  p.  282 ;  Jerdon,  B,  J.  iii,  p.  755 ;  Oodw.^ 

Auet  J.  A.  S,  B,  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  274 ;  Hume,  S,  F.  i,  pp.  808, 422 ; 

ii,  p.  311 ;  ButUir,  S,  F.  v,  p.  216 ;  Hutne  ^  Dav,  S.  F.  vi,  p.  484 ; 

Oates,  S.  F  vii,  p.  62 ;   Butler,  ibid.  p.  177;  Crwps,  ibid.  p.  808 ; 

Hume,  Cat.  no.  934 ;  Doig,  S.  F  viii,  p.  378 ;  L^ye,  Birds  Ceyl. 

5. 1166 ;  Butler,  S.  F  ix,  p.  434 ;  Oatee,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  267 ;  Barnes, 
iirds  Bom.  p.  384 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  336 ;  Gates  in  Hume's 
N.  4"  ^'  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  255 ;  Barnes^  Joum.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi, 
p.  148 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvi,  p.  227. 
Ardetta  pulchra,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  pp.  306,  309,  422. 

Jun-bayla,  H. ;  Katrbogla,  Beng. ;  Manual  Nari,  Tarn.  (Ceylon) ;  MetU 
horowaka,  Cing. 

Coloration.  Male.  Crown  and  nape  black,  the  grey  edges  of  the 
feathers  often  showing  and  fonning  streaks;  sides  of  head  and 
neck  vinous,  becoming  deeper  rufous  near  th?  back  of  the  neck, 
and  sometimes  grey  beside  the  crown ;  back,  scapulars,  and  ter- 
tiaries  yellowish  to  greyish  brown ;  wing-coverts  yellowish  tawny 
to  isabelline;  primary-coverts,  primaries,  secondaries,  and  tail 
slaty  black ;  rump  ashy  grey ;  chin,  throat,  and  fore  neck  pale 
yellowish  buff,  sides  of  throat  white ;  upper  breast  and  abdomen 
buff,  lower  breast-feathers  blackish  with  buff  edges,  but  concealed 
by  the  long  pectoral  plumes. 

"  Female  more  rufous  above,  crown  streaked  with  dull  rufous ; 

l)eak  and  scapulars  brown  or  rufous  brown  with  buff  edges;  a 

4lark  ochreous-buff  band  down  middle  of  chin  and  throat,  breaking 

up  into  streaks  on  the  fore  neck ;  flanks  streaked  with  brown. 

Young  birds  are  even  more  streaked  above  and  below,  the  pale 

*     to  the  upper  plumage  are  broader,  and  the  streaks  on  the 
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lon'sr  plumage  browner  and  darker ;  the  croun  is  bronn.  streaked 
with  buif. 

Bill  darh  brown  on  culmcD,  pinkish  broun  below;  facial  skin 
green;  irides  yellow;  tarsus  dull  flesh -colou r :  toet  and  libio- 
tarcal  joint  pak  jellow. 

Length  16;  taill-7;  v>ing5-25;  t«rsua]-8;  bill  from  gape  2-75. 

iMjirt/mlion.  Throughout  iSouth-e&slero  Aeia  and  the  Malay 
Ajrchipelago  to  Japan,  New  Gninea,  and  North  Australia,  also  in 
the  Seychelles,  Found  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Gurmo, 
from  Sind,  where  this  species  breeds,  to  Tcnajtseriin  and  th« 
Andaman  Islands,  but  rare  in  most  part«  of  India  and  only 
recorded  from  a  few  localities. 

Babiu,  4'c.  Those  of  the  genus,  Xests  have  been  taken  from 
May  to  August  in  rarioos  parts  of  Northern  India  and  in  Pegu. 
The  nest  is  a  pad  of  reeds  in  the  middle  of  a  tussock  of  grass  or  a 
clump  of  rushes  in  a  swamp ;  the  eggs,  3  to  o  in  number,  are  pale 
greenish  white,  and  measure  about  1-3  to  -95. 


157'2.  Ardetta  cimuunomea.     The  Chatnut  Bitlem. 

Ardea  cinnamomea,  Cm.  S)/»t.  Xat.  i,  p,  643  (IT88) ;  Jfume,  A'.  ^  E. 
p.  622. 

Aidetta  cinnatnomeB,  Bli/tk,  Cat.  p.  382 ;  Jerdou,  B.  I.  iti.ji.  755; 
Godw.-Autt.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xwir,  pt.  2,  p.  274;  Sm«e,  S.  F.  i\, 
p.  311 ;  Fairbank,  8.  F.  iv,  p,  263 ;  JIume  $  Inglii,  &  J",  v.  p.  47 : 
Oafri,  ibid.  p.  168 ;  Humt  $  -Dor.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  483 ;  St.  Jolm,  S.  F. 
vii,  p.  171 ;  Sutlfr,  ibid,  p,  177 ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  S31 ;  Crippt,  Ond. 
p.  308 ;  Hume,  Aid.  p.  4!)0 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  933 ;  Dotg,  S.  F.  riii, 
p.  S72 ;  Filial,  S.  F.  ix,  p,  fll  :  BiOler,  ibid.  p.  484 :  Brid,  S.  F.  x. 
p,  70;  Hume,  ibid,  p,  417  ;  Oalet,  B.  B.  i),  p.  SM;  Bamei,  Bird* 
Bof».  p,  384  i  Jlume,  5.  f.  li,  p.  336 ;  Oatn  in  Hume'i  N.^  B. 
2ad  ed.  iii,  p.  ^62;  Barnet,  Joum.  Bern.  N.  if.  Soe.  \\,  p,  146; 
Sharpr,  Cat.  B.  M.  nxvL  p.  236. 

Ardeiralla  uinmunomoa,  Leijgt,  BinU  Cryl.  p.  W^i. 
Ldi-baffla,   H.;   Ehyri-boy/a .  Iteng.;    Kuniftu-kohi,   Tarn.  (Ceylon); 
JSetti  h/rvwaha,  Ciug. 


Fig.  98.-neod  of  A.  ciimamomca.     \. 

Coloralioit.  Hale.  Whole  upper  surface,  with  sidL-s  of  head, 
wings,  and  tail,  chestnut;  wing-coverts  slightly  paler;  chin,  tliroat, 
and  lower  parts  tawny  ochreuus,  with  a  white  stripe  on  each  side 
of  the  throat. ;  a  more  or  less  distinct  broken  brown  stripe  dovR 
middle  of  fore  nock:  lower  breast-feiilliers,  coucealed  by  long 
lrea£t-:}ljmes,  blackish  hfowu  with  buff  edges,    ijoine  birds  hvn 
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a  wash  of  ashy  grey  on  the  crown,  and  the  tint  of  chestnut  on  the 
upper  parts  varies. 

Females  are  dull  chestnut  or  brown  above;  crown  blackish; 
wing-coverts  and  scapulars  paler,  and  with  traces  of  bufE  margins^ 
spotted  with  brown ;  quills  chestnut,  with  some  brown  towards 
the  base ;  tail-feathers  dull  chestnut ;  sides  of  head  dull  rufous ; 
lower  parts  yellowish  tawny,  streaked  with  dark  brown ;  a  con- 
spicuous dark  broken  band  down  the  chin,  throat,  and  fore  neck. 

Young  birds  resemble  the  female,  except  in  having  the  back- 
feathers,  scapulars,  and  wing-coverts  dark  brown,  with  margins  of 
alternating  buff  and  brown  spots. 

Bill  yellow ;  culmen  dark  brown  to  black ;  facial  skin  reddish 
purple  in  males,  yellow  in  females  ;  irides  yellow  to  pale  red ;  legs 
and  feet  yellowish  green,  soles  yellow. 

Length  15  ;  tail  1-7;  T^-ing  6 ;  tarsus  2;  bill  from  gape  2-6. 
^  Distribution,  China  as  far  as  the  Amur,  but  not  Japan ;  thence  to 
Sind  in  one  direction,  and  the  Philippines  and  Celebes  in  another* 
This  Bittern,  though  local,  is  more  generally  distributed  in  India 
and  Ceylon  than  A,  sinensis^  but  is  only  known  to  be  found  in 
Sind,  Bajputana,  and  the  North-west  EYovinces  during  the  monsoon. 
It  is^  common  in  Lower  Bengal,  Assam,  and  Burma,  and  has  been 
obtained  in  both  the  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands. 

Habits^  Sfc.  The  Chestnut  Bittern  breeds  in  Bengal,  Pegu,  and 
Ceylon,  and  probably  in  Sind,  in  June,  July,  and  August.  The 
©gg8»  5  or  6  in  number,  are  dull  white,  sometimes  with  a  faint 
bluish  tinge,  and  measure  about  1'28  by  1. 

Genus  DUPETOB,  Heine  &  Eeichen.,  1890. 

This  genus  is  distinguished  from  Ardetta  by  its  longer  bill,  the 
culmen  considerably  exceeding  the  middle  toe  with  its  claVv  in 
len^h,  the  tarsus  being  slightly  shorter  still.  The  back  of  the 
neck  is  less  conspicuously  nude.  The  members  of  the  present  genus 
are  considerably  larger  birds  than  Ardetta,  and  have  very  different 
pluinage:  but  they  are  not,  as  is  often  stated,  distinguished  by 
having  the  tibia  partly  naked,  for  Ardetta  cinnamomea  resembles 
them  in  that  respect.  The  generic  name  Ardeiralla,  sometimes 
used  for  the  Black  Bittern,  belongs  to  a  very  distinct  form,  peculiar 
to  Africa. 

Four  species  from  the  Oriental  and  Australian  regions  are  referred 
to  the  genus  Dupetor^  but  only  one  is  Indian. 

1573.  Dupetor  flavicoUis.     The  Black  Bitiern. 

Ardea  flavicoUis,  Lath.  Ind.  Om,  ii,  p.  701  (1790) ;  Jerdon,  III,  Ind. 
Om.  pi.  16;  Hume,  N,  ^'  E.  p.  621. 

Ardetta  flavicoUis,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  i>82 ;  Jerdoriy  B,  I.  iii,  p,  763 ; 
Godw,'Aust,  J,  A,  S,  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  274 ;  Hume  ^  Oates,  S,  F, 
iii,  p.  191 ;  Hwne  ^  Dav.  S.  F,  vi,  p.  483    Cripps,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  308 
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Bmg  ^  Butkr,  ibid.  p.  504 ;  Hume,  Cat  p.  982 ;  Doig,  8,  F,  Tiii, 
p.  376;  Bingham,  8.  F.  ix,  p.  198;  Davison,  8.  F,  x,  p.  416: 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  383 ;  jLittleoUde,  Joum,  Bom,  N.  IL  Sac, 
i,  p.  200 ;  Hum^,  8.  F.  xi,  p.  336. 

Ardeiralla  flavicollis,  Gates,  8.  F.  v,  p.  167;  Legge,  Birds  Ceyi. 
p.  1159 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  u,  p.  255 ;  id,tn  Hume's  N,^JE.2ndL  ed. 
lii^  p.  251 . 

Dupetor  flayicollis,  Sharpe,  Cat,  B»  M,  xxvi,  p.  247. 

Kdla-bagla,  H. ;  Nol-hogla,  Beng. ;  Ay-jan,  Assamese;  KarUr^Narij 
Tarn.  (Ceylon)  ;  Karawal  koha,  Kalu  koka,  Cing. 

Coloration.  Male.  Crown  and  upper  parts  throughout,  with  the 
wings,  dark  slaty  grey,  sometimes  almost  black ;  tail  nearly  black ; 
^ides  of  head  slaty  black ;  a  band  of  ochreous  yellow  down  each 
side  of  the  neck ;  chin  and  throat  white  with  chestnut  blotches, 
which  become  large  and  mixed  with  black  on  the  fore  neck,  where 
the  feathers  are  parti-coloured,  one  web  generally  bufEy  white,  the 
other  partly  chestnut,  partly  black ;  breast  and  abdomen  bladdah 
slaty,  with  white  streaks  on  the  upper  breast  and  whitish  edges  to 
the  abdominal  feathers. 

Femules  are  browner.  Youns^  birds  are  dark  brown,  the  feathers 
•of  the  upper  parts  with  buff  edges,  the  sides  of  the  head  chestnut, 
more  or  less  mixed  with  black,  and  the  lower  parts  much  browner 
than  in  adults,  and  with  broad  whitish  edges  to  the  feathers  of 
the  abdomen. 

Bill  dusky  reddish  brown,  lighter  below;  &cial  skin  purplish 
brown ;  eyelids  bluish ;  iris  golden-brown  or  pale  red ;  legs  dark 
brown  (Oatea) ;  irides  yellow,  in  some  with  an  outer  circle  of  red 
'{Jerdon), 

Length  about  23 ;  tail  2*7;  wing  8;  tarsus  2*6;  bill  from  gape  4. 

DiHribution.  This  Bittern  has  been  found  on  the  Eastern  NiLra, 
^ind,  by  Doig,  also  by  the  same  observer  near  Ahmedabad,  and  by 
Littledale  near  Baroda,  by  Jerdon  in  Malabar  and  near  Madras, 
t)y  Davison  on  the  Nilgiris  and  in  the  Wynaad,  by  Bourdillon  in 
'Travancore,  and  by  several  people  in  Ceylon.  It  has  not  been 
obtained  elsewhere  in  India,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  west  of  Calcutta ; 
but  it  becomes  more  common  in  Eastern  Bengal,  Assam,  Sylhet, 
and  Burma,  and  ranges  thence  to  China,  the  Philippines,  and 
Celebes. 

Habits,  ^e.  The  Black  Bittern  closely  resembles  the  species  of 
Ardetta  in  habits,  but  is  more  exclusively  nocturnal.  It  is  said  to 
have  a  deep  booming  call.  It  has  been  found  breeding  in  Sind  by 
Doig  about  June,  and  in  Pegu  by  Oates  in  July  and  August ;  it 
makes  a  nest  of  twigs,  leaves  of  grass  or  aquatic  plants,  generally 
on  a  thorny  bush  in  a  swamp,  and  lays  four  very  pale  green  eggs, 
measuring  about  1*66  by  1*26. 


BOTAUaUS. 


Genua  BOTAURTTS,  Brisaon,  1760. 

This  genus,  contaiDiDg  the  typical  Bitterns,  is  easily  rect^ized 
by  it«  comparativety  short  biU  and  large  feet,  and  its  long  lax 
plomage,  baiutifully  mottled  with  yellow  and  black.  The  bill  is 
stout  and  deep  at  the  base,  much  compressed,  with  the  culmen 
considerably  shorter  than  the  taraus,  which  agiuu  Is  much  inferior 
ID  length  to  the  middle  toe  and  claw  ;  the  nasal  groove  is  broad ; 
the  clawa  are  long,  and  the  tibia  naked  for  a  abort  distance.  Tul- 
feathers  10.    Sexes  alike. 

Five  species  of  Bitterns  are  widely  distributed ;  one  is  a  winter 
fiaitor  to  India  and  Burma. 

1574.  Botanma  stellariB.     The  Bittern. 

Aides  stellsris,  Linn.  «/«/.  Nat.  i,  p.  239  (1766). 

Botaurua  atellaria,  Bluth,  Cat.  p.  282  j  Adamt,  P.  Z.  S.  1853,  p.  508 
18fl9,  p.  188 ;  Irbif,  lbi»,  I»61,  p.  246 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  767 ': 
Beaoan,  Ibis,  18«8,  p.  398 ;  McAlai/tr,  J.A.S.B.  il,  pt.  2,  p.  21fi 
iTBifu-,  Jtf^.  ^  £.  p.  024 ;  W.  &  J",  i,  p.  256 ;  Arffrr,  &  F.  iv,  p.  24 , 
T,p.233;  //«m«,  S.-F.Tii,  p.490;  /ni-erar%i"6irf.p.  526;  Hume, 
Cat.  no.  936 ;  Butltr,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  434  j  Seid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  7B ;  Oatei 
B.  B.  ii,  p.  258  ;  Bamti,  Bird*  Bom.  p.  385 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  B.  M. 
MTi,  p.  253. 
Nir-goung,  Bdz,  II. 


Fig.  99. 


Coloration.  Crown  and  nape  black;  upper  plumage  generally 
ochreous  buff,  with  black  or  dark  brown  markings  which  cover  the 
greater  part  of  the  bock  and  scapulars,  and  become  broken  into 
sngulate  cross-bars  on  the  wing-coverts,  rump,  and  tail,  and  into 
more  distant  narrow  angulate  Imrs  on  the  sides  of  the  neck;  quills 
rather  irregularly  barred  black  and  rufous ;  a  broad  blackish  stripe 
runs  back  from  the  gape ;  chin  and  throat  whitish,  with  a  median 
tawny  band ;  rest  of  lower  plumage  yellowish  buff,  with  brown 
mottled  streaka  on  the  fore  neck,  and  black  on  the  breast  and 
abdomen. 


406  ABDEID^. 

Bill  greenish  yellow;  bare  space  before  eye  yellowish  green; 
irides  yellow ;  legs  and  feet  yellowish  green  {Sed>ohm).  BUI  pale 
yellow  below  and  at  the  edges,  brown  above  (Jerdon), 

Length  28 ;  tail  4*5 ;  wing  13 ;  tarsus  3*8 ;  bill  from  gape  *4. 

DUtribution.  The  Bittern  breeds  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
temperate  zone  throughout  the  Palsearctic  region  from  Western 
Europe  to  Japan,  and  migrates  in  winter  to  the  countries  round 
the  Mediterranean,  to  S.W.  Asia,  India,  Burma,  and  China.  It  is 
not  common  in  Northern  India,  though  found  so  far  south  as  the 
Deccan,  Bombay,  Kamptee,  and  even  it  is  said  Bangalore ;  it  is  also 
rare  in  Pegu.  It  has  not  been  observed  in  Southern  India,  Ceylon, 
or  Tenasserim.  Adams  states  that  it  is  resident  in  Kashmir,  but 
this  is  very  doubtful ;  so  far  as  is  known  it  does  not  breed  within 
Indian  limits. 

Habits^  j'c.  A  nocturnal  bird,  hiding  in  reeds  or  swampy  grass 
in  the  daytime.  When  seen  it  generally  rises  with  a  slow,  noiseless 
flight  close  to  the  person  who  disturbs  it.  It  lives  on  fish,  frogs, 
water-insects,  crustaceans,  and  worms,  but,  despite  its  diet,  I  can 
from  experience  corroborate  Jerdon's  statement  that  it  is  (at  all 
f'vents  at  times)  good  to  eat.  Its  usual  note  is  a  croak,  but  in  the 
breeding-season  it  makes  a  loud  booming  sound. 


Order  XXII.   PHCENICOPTERI. 

Flamingoes  have  been  classed  alternately  with  the  Ducks  and 
with  the  Storks,  but  recent  writers  on  ornithology  have  for  the 
most  part  followed  Huxley  and  arranged  them  as  an  intermediate 
and  independent  group. 

They  have  a  remarkable  bill,  covered  with  a  soft  epidermis,  and 
bent  downwards  in  the  middle,  the  lower  mandible  very  thick  and 
practically  fixed,  the  upper  mandible  much  smaller  and  highly 
movable ;  the  margins  of  both  mandibles  furnished  with  lamellffi. 
Both  the  neck  and  legs  are  very  long,  and  adapted,  with  the  bill, 
for  feeding  whilst  the  bird  stands  in  shallow  water  with  the  neck 
turned  down  and  the  head  inverted,  so  that  the  lower  mandible  is 
uppermost,  the  lamellsB  at  the  sides  of  the  mandibles  serving  to 
strain  the  food  from  water  and  mud  as  the  head  is  moved  from  side 
to  side.  The  tarsus  and  long  bare  tibia  are  scutellated  both  in  firont 
and  behind ;  the  feet  are  short,  the  anterior  toes  fully  webbed^  the 
hind  toe  small  or  wanting. 

The  skull  is  desmognathous  and  holorhinal,  basipterygoid  pro- 
cesses are  very  rudimentary  or  wanting,  nostrils  pervious  ;  cervical 
vertebrss  18  or  19. .  The  carotids  are  peculiar,  the  right  is  much 
larger  than  the  left,  and  the  two  unite  at  the  base  of  the  neck. 
The  cffica  are  very  large.  The  wing  is  aquincubital ;  primaries  12; 
the  oil-gland  tutted ;  an  aftershaft  is  present ;  there  are  no  bare 
spaces  at  the  side  of  the  neck,  and  both  dorsal  and  ventral  apteria 
are  short.  « The  ambiens  muscle  is  present,  and  the  femoro-caudal 
absent ;  accessory  femoro-caudal,  semitendinosus  and  its  accessory 
present.  The  deep  plantar  tendons  unite  completely,  and  then 
divide  to  supply  the  anterior  toes,  as  in  most  birds  with  the 
hallux  rudimentary  or  wanting. 

The  nidification  is  described  under  P.  roseus.  The  young  are 
hatched  with  a  straight  bill;  they  are  covered  with  down  and 
able  to  run. 

The  order  consists  of  a  single  family,  and  the  two  species  found 
in  India  may  be  kept  in  the  typical  genus  Phoenicopterus.  Tuey 
have  been  separated  by  some  writers  on  account  of  the  diffeient 
form  of  the  bill. 


PEtENICOPTEBIDA. 


FaraUy  PHCENICOPTERID^. 

Oenus  FHCENICOPTERUS,  Linn.,  177d. 

Key  to  the  Sjieeiet. 

a.  Upper  mandible  convex  nbove  and  oTerlapping 

lower;   winK  14-18  in P.  nwnu,  p.  408. 

b.  Upper  nuidible  flatteaud  above  and  included  be- 
tween rami  of  lower;  win)i;  about  13  in P.  minor,  p.  410. 

1675.  PhCBnlcoptenu  roBeiu.     7^  Common  Flamingo. 
Fhcenicopterus  roaeiis,  Pali.   Zoogr.  Roao-Aiiat.  a,  p.  207  (1811) ; 

Blylh,  Cat.  p.  299  }  Adams,  P.  Z.  S.  1858,  p.  609 ;  JbtAhi,  B.  I. 

iii,  p.  776 ;  Hunte,  S.  F.  i,  p.  257 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  400 ;  ButUr. 

S.  F.  IT,  p.  25;  T,  pp.  234,  287  ;  ii,  p.  436;  Fiiirbank,  S.  F.  iv, 

p.  264;  Dai'idton^  Wend.  S.  F.  yii,  p.  &2 i  Vidal,  S.  F.ii,  p.  91; 

Legge,  Birdt  Ceyl.  p.  1082 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  i,  p.  78 ;  Damd»on,  Hid. 

p.  825 ;   Hume,  ibid.  p.  513 ;  Parker,  lbi»,  1880,  ru  188 ;  Salvadori, 

Cat.  B.  M.  isTii,  p.  12 ;  Baker,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  S.  Soc.  xi,  p.  2. 
PhcenicopteruB  antiquoruni,   Temm.  Man.  d'Om.  ed.  2,  ii,  p.   68" 

(1820);  Lloud,  /ftt"»,  1873,  p.419;  Blanf.  Eattern  Pen.  n,  f.  900 ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  191 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  944 ;  Bamet,  Bird*   Bom. 

p.  392 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  285 ;  M.  JbAn,  Ibis,  IHrtl. 

p.  J70 ;  Lester,  Jour.  Bom.  N,  H.  Soc.  riii,  p.  663, 
PhcenicopteruB  andereoni,  Brookt,  P.   A.  S.   B.   1876,  pp.  \l,-ta, 

Hume,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  414. 


Fig.  100.— Hwd  of  P. 


Coloration.  Head,  neck,  body,  and  tail  white,  more  or  leu 
Bufiused  with  rosy  pink ;  upper  eurtace  of  wing  with  the  winglet, 
tertiuiea,  wing-liaing  near  the  edge  oF  the  wing,  and  BxiUuies 
deeper  red,  approaching  cerise ;  primaries,  secondaries,  and  greater 
ander  wing-covert  a  block. 

f  ooDg  birds  have  the  head,  neck,  and  body  whitish,  tinged  with 
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greyish  browoy  especially  on  the  upper  neck ;  scapulars,  inter- 
scapulars, and  wing-coyerts  more  or  less  brown,  with  dark  shaft- 
stripes,  axiUaries  pink  ;  quills  brown.  The  adult  dress  is  gradually 
acquired,  after  more  than  one  moult. 

Skin  near  eye  and  base  of  the  bill  flesh- colour ;  end  of  bill  and 
edges  of  mandible  black ;  irides  yellow ;  legs  and  feet  pinkish  red. 

Length  of  male  about  50 ;  tail  6 ;  wing  17*5 ;  tarsus  14 ;  bill 
from  gape  straight  to  point  4*5 :  females  are  smaller,  wing  15 ; 
tarsus  10-5. 

Distribution,  Africa,  Southern  Europe,  Southern  and  Central 
Asia  as  fiar  east  as  India  and  Lake  Baikal.  Common  in  the  Punjab, 
Sind,  Guzerat,  and  parts  of  Bajputana  and  the  N.W.  Provinces, 
about  marshes  and  salt  lakes ;  rare  in  other  parts  of  India,  but 
found  near  the  sea-coast,  both  in  the  peninsula  and  in  Ceylon, 
though  seldom  seen  inland ;  very  rare  in  Bengal,  unknown  further 
east  in  Assam  and  Burma. 

Habits,  4rc,  Flamingoes  commonly  occur  in  flocks,  and  haunt 
lai^  shallow  marshes  and  lakes  (especially  salt  lakes)  or  the  sea- 
shore. They  generally  wade^  but  they  can  swim  well,  and  I  once 
saw  a  large  nock  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  resting  on  the  sea,  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  land.  They  fly  with  the  neck  and  feet 
stretched  out,  and  flocks  travel  in  a  long  wavy  line,  hke  Cranes. 
The  food  of  Plamingoes  consists,  according  to  most  authors,  partly 
of  small  crustaceans,  worms,  and  insects,  with  larv89  and  ova, 
partly  of  vegetable  matter ;  but  Gadow  says  essentially  of  organic 
slime,  confervsd,  &c. 

Mamingoes  breed  in  colonies,  each  pair  building  a  small  mound  of 
mud,  hollow  at  the  top,  and  rising  a  few  inches  above  the  shallow 
« water.  The  nidification  is  represented  in  the  '  Ibis '  for  1884, 
pU  iv,  p.  89.  The  eggs  are  white  and  chalky,  and  are  said  to  be  two 
in  number,  about  the  size  of  a  goose's  egg.  It  is  probable  that 
Flamingoes  do  breed  in  India,  for  recently  a  number  of  eggs,  and, 
it  is  stated,  two  newly  hatched  birds,  were  brought  to  the  Rao  of 
Catch  from  Khadir  (Kharir  or  Kurreer)  on  the  !Bann,  and  the  Bao 
was  assured  that  the  birds  bred  there  in  September  and  October. 
Flamingoes  undoubtedly  breed  in  large  numbers  towards  the  head 
of  the  Persian  Gulf ;  and  Legge  and  Parker  have  obtained  evidence 
showing  that  they  probably  do  so  about  March  in  South-western 
Ceylon ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  North-western 
India  these  birds  are  migratory,  arriving  about  October,  and 
remaining,  if  there  is  water,  till  May  or  June,  and  that  around  the 
Sambhar  salt  lake,  where  they  abound  in  the  cold  season,  their 
eggs  have  frequently  been  found,  irregularly  scattered,  about  May, 
and  have  occasionally  been  met  with  in  November,  but  the  birds 
never  sit  on  such  eggs.  It  is  possible  that  the  Cutch  eggs  may 
have  been  similarly  dropped.  Fkmingoes  are  excellent  eating 
when  in  good  condition. 
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1576.  PhODiiicoptenia  minor.     The  Lesser  Flamingo. 

Phoenicnpteros  minor,  Geoffr,  BuU,  Soc.  Phtlom,  i,  2,  p.  98,  figs,  l,  2, 
3  (1798) ;  Temm.  Pi.  Col.  pi.  419 ;  Jerdon,  Mad.  Jour,  X.  S.  xii, 
p.  217  ;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  174  ;  Jerdon,  Ibis,  1869,  p.  231 ;  JETtcme, 
tbid.  p.  355 ;  id.  S.  F.  i,  pp.  31,  258 ;  Adam,  S.  F.  i,  p.  400 ;  ii, 
p.  339 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  25 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  944  bis ;  Butler,  S.  F. 
IX,  p.  436 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  x,  p.  513 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  393. 

Phoenicopterus  blythi,  Bonap.  Consp.  Av.  ii,  p.  146  (1857). 

Phoenicopterus  rubidus,  Feilden,  Ibis,  1868,  p.  496;  O.  R.  Ora^f 
Ibis,  1869,  p.  442. 

Phoeniconaias  minor,  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  18 ;  Bakery 
Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  xi,  p.  8. 

Coloration,  Head,  neck,  and  body  rosy  pink,  feathers  round  base 
of  bill  tinged  with  crimson  ;  old  birds  have  crimson  central  patches 
on  the  feathers  of  the  back  and  breast;  median  wing-coverts 
crimson  with  pale  pink  edges ;  other  wing-coverts  rosy,  except  the 
greater  under  wing-coverts,  which,  like  the  primaries  and  second- 
aries, are  black ;  tertiaries  and  tail-feathers  tinged  with  rosy ; 
axillaries  crimson. 

In  young  birds  the  head,  neck,  and  breast  are  pale  dusky  ashy, 
abdomen  and  lower  tail-coverts  white ;  primaries  black ;  wing- 
coverts  brown,  dark-shafted ;  back  brown,  with  pale  edges  to  the 
feathers ;  wing-lining  pale  rose. 

Bill  claret-colour  at  base,  shading  off  to  lake,  with  the  tip  black ; 
irides  golden  yellow,  with  an  outer  ring  of  orange-scarlet ;  legs  and 
feet  blood-red. 

Length  of  males  about  33 ;  tail  4*5 ;  wing  13*5 ;  tarsus  8 ;  bill 
from  gape  to  point  straight,  3*7 :  females  are  smaller,  wing  13 ; 
tarsus  7*5. 

Distribution.  Eastern  Africa  and  Madagascar,  occurring  occasion- 
ally in  North-western  India  and  the  Peninsula,  sometimes  at 
Siimbhar  in  large  numbers,  but  irregularly,  and  apparently  at  all 
seasons.  This  Flamingo  is  not  known  to  breed  m  India,  though 
it  occasionally  lays  eggs  irregularly  in  May. 
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Older  XXIII.   ANSERES. 

The  A-ntertM  of  Linnxus  (SaUitorti  of  Illiger)  were  a  verv  large 
group,  comprising  almost  all  web-footed  birda  ;  but  the  term  ^M«r«« 
as  used  by  omithologieta  at  the  presemt  day  ia  restricted  to  the 
Ducks,  Greese,  and  Swans,  which  form  a  well-iuarked  order  without 
any  near  relations. 

In  this  order  the  three  anterior  toes  are  united  by  webs  extend- 
ing, except  in  one  Australian  genus,  Atiiertmat^  to  the  ends  of  the 
digits ;  the  hind  toe  is  always  present,  but  is  Khnrt  and  articulated 
to  the  tarsus  higher  up  than  the  other  toes.  The  bill  is  more  or  iess 
depressed  and  flattened,  except  in  the  Mtrgintr,  and  is  covered  with 
a  soft  membrane,  except  on  the  dertruni  or  nail,  which  forms  the 
tip  of  the  upper  mandible;  both  mandibles  are  fringed  inside  the 
toraite,  or  edges,  with  lamellae,  which  are  vanouslj  developed 
in  different  genera. 

The  skull  is  desmognatboua  and  bolorhinal ;  basipterygoid    pro 
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cesses  are  represented  by  oval  facets,  articulating  with  tbe  pterygoids 
close  to  tbe  anterior  extremity  of  tbe  latter,  as  in  Gallina.    Tbe 
angle  or  posterior  extremity  of  tbe  lower  jaw  is  produced  back- 
wards beyond  tbe  articulation  witb  tbe  quadrate,  and  is  curved 
upwards.    Nostrils  pervious.    Eurcula  U-sbaped;  posterior  border 
of  sternum  witb  a  notcb,  represented  in  some  genera  by  a  foramen, 
on  eacb  side  of  tbe  keel.     Two  carotids;  caeca  large;   oil-gland 
tufted.      Wing  aquincubital ;   primaries  11;  aftersbaft  to  body- 
featbers  rudimentary  or  wanting ;  no  bare  spaces  on  tbe  neck. 
Ambiens  muscle  present,  as   also  tbe  femoro-caudal,  accessory 
femorO'Caudal  (very  large),  and    tbe  semitendinosus ;   accessory 
semitendinosus  absent,  as  in  most  swimming-birds.    Tbe  J!ea:or 
longtis  JutUvLcis  sends  off  a  slip  to  tbe  ballux,  and  then  fuses  with 
the  J!€xor  perforans  digitorum,  which  supplies  tbe  three  anterior 
digits.    Tongue  large  and  flesby,  denticulated  laterally  to  corre- 
spond with  the  lamellce  of  the  mandibles.    Males  with  a  large 
spiral  introroittent  organ.    All  tbe  species  are  monogamous,  and 
the  majority  build  nests  of  grass  or  rushes  on  tbe  ground,  a  few 
on  trees  or  in  boles.     In  cold  climates  the  female  Hues  her  nest 
with  her  own  down,  and  surrounds  with  the  same  the  eggs,  which 
are  numerous,  and  white,  cream-coloured,  buff,  or  pale  green 
in  colour ;  but  in  warmer  countries,  as  in  India,  less  precaution  for 
retention  of  beat  is  necessary,  and  the  downy  lining  is  imperfect 
or  wanting.     Tbe  young  are  hatched  covered  with  down,  and  able 
to.  run  or  swim  at  once.     In  moulting,  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
members  of  this  order  shed  all  their  quill-feathers  at  once,  and  ar& 
consequently,  for  a  time,  unable  to  fly. 
There  is  but  a  single  family. 


Family  ANATIDiE. 

The  division  of  this  family  into  subfamilies  is  by  no  mean» 
a  simple  problem,  there  are  almost  as  many  systems  as  there  are 
writers  on  the  subject.  Salvadori,  in  tbe  British  Museum  Catalogue, 
from  which  many  of  the  details  here  given  are  copied,  admits 
eleven  subfamilies,  four  of  which  are  not  Indian;  other  writers 
adopt  smaller  numbers.  Tbe  characters  on  which  these  sub- 
families are  divided  are  often  of  small  importance,  and  appear 
to  me  insufficient  in  some  cases.  One  subfamily  containing  tbe 
Swans  is  well  distinguished  by  the  great  number  of  cervical 
vertebras,  exceeding  those  in  any  other  vertebrates.  The  true 
Geese  appear  also  fairly  separated  by  their  plumnge  and  by  the 
structure  of  tbe  trachea  in  the  male.  Lastly,  the  Smew  and 
the  Merganser  may  be  easily  recognized  by  their  subconical  or 
comprensed  bills,  even  if,  for  tbe  want  of  other  well-marked 
structural  distinctions,  their  claim  to  separation  as  a  subfamily  is 
somewhat  weak.  Four  subfamilies  are  consequently  here  admitted, 
thus  distingmsbed : — 
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'A.  Cervical  vertebrsB  23  to  25 ;  neck  as  long  as 

bodj  or  longer    Cygyiinm^  p.  413. 

h.  Cervical  vertebrsB  less  than  20 ;  neck  shorter 

than  body. 

a'.  Bill  depressed  and  flattened  towards  the 

tip. 

a\  Trachea  of  male  not  inflated  into  a 

hulha  ossea  ;  legs  adapted  to  walking  ; 

sexes  generally  alike;  plumage  as  a 

rule  grey  or  brown ^n«erina;,  p.  415. 

V.  Trachea  of  male  inflated  at  base  into  a 
Imlha  ossea  (see  p.  421) ;  legs  modified 
for  swimming:  sexes  as  a  rule  dis- 
similar       Anatince^  p.  420. 

6'«  Bill  not  depressed,   slender,   hooked  at 

end Mergince,  p.  467. 

The  brief  account  of  the  habits  are  chiefly  taken  from  Hume's 
descriptions  in  '  The  G-ame  Birds  of  India,  Burma,  and  Ceylon.' 
I  can  in  many  cases  testify  to  the  accuracy  of  Hume's  account 
from  my  own  observations. 


Subfamily  CYGNIN^. 

I^eck  very  long,  as  long  as  the  body  or  longer ;  cervical  vertebrso 
23  to  25.     Size  large.     Sexes  alike.     Hind  toe  not  lobed. 

G^enus  CYaNUS,  Bechstein,  1803. 

Bill  of  moderate  size,  raised  at  the  base,  of  nearly  equal  breadth 
throughout ;  nostrils  elliptical,  about  halfway  down  the  bill ;  lores 
naked ;  wing  long ;  tail  short,  well  rounded  at  the  end ;  legs  short, 
stout,  placed  far  back. 

Swans  are  found  in  the  temperate  and  subarctic  portions  of  the 
Northern  hemisphere,  in  South  America,  and  Australia.  Two 
flpecies  have  been  obtained,  as  rare  stragglers,  within  Indian  limits. 

Ksy  to  the  Species. 

Calmen  with  a  prominent  knob  at  the  base  in  adults ; 

loral  space  black C,  olor,  p.  413. 

No  knob  at  base  of  hill ;  loral  space  yellow C,  musicus,  p.  414. 

1577.  QygnxiB  olor*    The  Mute  Sican. 

Anas  olor,  GtrieL  Syst.  Nat.  i,  2,  p.  501  (1788). 

Cygnus  olor,  VieilL  Nouv,  Diet.  cCHist,  Nat,  ix,  p.  87 ;  Bianf.  8,  F, 

vii,  p.  99 ;  id.  P.  A.  S.  B.  1878,  p.  138 ;  Hume^  S.  F.  vii,  p.  101 

id.  Uat.  no.  944  ter ;  Hume  8f  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  41,  pi. 

Bamesj  Birds  Bom.  p.  394 ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  36 

Baker,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc,  xi,  p.  16. 
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Cygnus  unwini,  Hume,  Ibis,  1871,  p.  413. 

?  Cygnus  sp.,  Stoliczka,  J,  A,  S,  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  229 ;  Hun^e,  8,  F. 
iv,  p.  33. 

A  knob  at  the  base  of  the  bill ;  the  trachea  does  not  enter  the 
keel  of  the  sternum. 

Coloration,  Adults  pure  white  throughout.  Young  birds  are 
brownish  grey,  becoming  whiter  \idth  age ;  but  the  brownish  tinge 
is  not  entirely  lost  till  the  bird  is  about  two  years  old. 

Bill  orange-red,  except  the  commissure  of  both  mandibles  and  » 
considerable  part  of  the  lower  near  the  base,  the  nail  at  the  end  of 
the  bill,  a  patch  around  each  nostril,  the  knob  at  the  base,  and  the 
lores,  which  are  black ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  black.  In  young 
birds  the  bill  is  lead-coloured,  then  flesh-coloured. 

Length  about  60;  tail  9;  wing  22;  tarsus  3*9;  bill  from 
gape  3*8.  Eemales  are  rather  smaller  than  males.  In  European 
(tame  ?)  birds  the  wing  measures  as  much  as  27  inches. 

Distribution,  The  greater  part  of  Europe,  Northern  and  Central 
Asia.  The  Mute  Swan  is  an  occasional  visitor  to  the  North- 
western Punjab,  near  Peshawar ;  it  has  once  been  killed  in  Sind, 
near  Sehwan,  where  three  were  shot  in  February  by  the  late 
Mr.  H.  E.  Watson  out  of  a  flock  of  five  ;  and  Stoliczka  thought  he 
saw  some  on  the  Runn  of  Cutch.  Nearly  all  the  Swans  recorded 
have  been  found  in  India  in  January  and  February ;  but  on  two 
occasions  birds  of  this  species  were  shot  near  Peshdwar  in  June 
and  July. 

Habits,  6fc.  Swans,  as  a  rule,  occur  in  small  flocks  and  haunt 
marshes,  lakes,  and  rivers  ;  but  they  occasionally  alight  on  the  sea 
near  the  coast.  They  but  rarely  come  on  land,  and  are  seldom 
seen  on  the  wing.  Their  flight  is  heavy  and  noisy.  They  feed 
chiefly  on  aquatic  plants,  partly  on  insects  and  their  larva), 
mollusca,  &c.  They  make  a  large  nest  close  to  the  water,  and  lay 
from  5  to  11  white,  or  nearly  white,  eggs,  measuring  about  4^ 
by  3. 

1578.  Cygnus  musicus.     The  Whooper. 

Cypmiis  musicus,  Bechstein^  Gem.  Nati/rp.  llig.  Deutschl.  iii,  p.  830^ 
pi.  35(1809) ;  Htnne  8f  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  47  ;  Salvadori,  Cat, 
B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  2G ;  Baker ^  Jour.  Born.  N.  11.  Soc.  xi,  p.  11. 

Cyprnus  ferus,  Briss.  Orn.  vi,  p.  292,  pi.  xxviii  (17(»0) ;  G.  R.  Gray, 
Cat.  Mamm,  etn.  Coll.  Hodys.  1840,  p.  144 ;  Broitks,  P.  A,  S,  B^ 
1872,  p.  03. 

Cygnus  bewicki,  ajmd  Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  404 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  944 
quint. ;  Hume  Sf  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  51,  pi. 

No  knob  on  bill ;  the  trachea  enters  the  keel  of  the  sternum ^ 
which  is  hollow. 

Coloration  of  adults  white,  of  young  birds  greyish  brown,  as  in 
C.  olor. 

Bill  black,  the  lores  and  a  space  in  front  of  them  on  each 
side,   extending  forward  beneath   the  nostril,  yellow,  as  is  the 
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lower  mandible  away  from  the  commissure ;  iris  brown ;  legs  and 
feet  black. 

Length  60  ;  tail  8 ;  wing  25  ;  tarsus  4*5 ;  bill  from  gape  4. 

Distribution.  The  Whooper  breeds  in  the  extreme  north  of 
Europe  and  Asia,  and  visits  most  parts  of  Europe  and  temperate 
Asia  m  the  winter. 

A  single  specimen  of  a  Swan  was  obtained  bj  Hodgson  in  the 
Nepal  Valley  in  January- 1829.  The  skin  was  lost ;  but  a  drawing 
was  kept,  and  also  the  skull  and  a  foot ;  the  latter  two  are  now  in 
the  British  Museum,  and  the  drawing  in  the  Library  of  the  Zoo- 
logical Society.  By  G-.  B.  Gray  and  Brooks  the  species  was  recog- 
nized as  C.fei'us('m'iisicus);  but  Hume  identified  the  figure  with  the 
smaller  species  C.  bewicJci  ou  account  of  the  coloration  of  the  bill.  I 
have  examined  all  the  evidence,  and  whilst  the  drawing,  on  which 
no  dimensions  are  noted,  appears  to  me  less  carefully  drawn  than 
most  of  Hodgson's  figures,  and  to  leave  some  doubt  as  to  which 
species  is  represented,  the  skull  and  feet,  which  Mr.  Grant  has 
been  so  good  as  to  compare  with  me,  are  much  too  large  for 
C,  hewicki^  and  undoubtedly  belonged  to  C.  musicus. 


Subfamily  ANSERINE. 

The  G^ese  live  more  on  land  and  less  on  water  than  the 
remainder  of  the  family  do ;  they  generally  feed  on  grass  or  other 
green  vegetable  food  ;  some  forms,  however,  feed  on  marine  plants. 
They  are  heavily  built  birds,  but  good  walkers,  having  the  legs 
more  in  the  middle  of  the  body  than  Ducks  have.  The  sexes  are 
alike,  or  nearly  so,  and  there  appears  to  be  only  one  moult  of  all 
the  feathers,  which  takes  place  soon  after  the  young  are  hatched. 
The  plumage  is  dull,  and  there  is  no  coloured  speculum  on  the 
wing-secondaries.  The  legs  are  strong,  the  tarsus  considerably 
longer  than  the  bill  and  reticulated  throughout. 

The  most  important  anatomical  peculiarity  is  the  absence  of  the 
bony  bulb  (labyrinth  or  bulba  ossea)  that  is  found  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  trachea  in  the  males  of  nearly  all  Anatince  and  Mergince, 

The  Anterince  comprise  six  genera,  chiefly  of  Boreal  distribu- 
tion ;  only  one  is  known  to  occur  in  India. 

Genus  ANS£R»  Brisson,  1760. 

Bill  short  and  high  at  the  base,  subconical ;  the  nostrils  nearly 
halfway  to  the  tip,  a  distinct  nail-like  dertrum  at  the  end ;  wings 
ample ;  tail  short,  rounded,  of  16  or  18  feathers ;  legs  of  moderate 
length,  strong,  placed  well  forward  and  adapted  for  walking. 

Geese  both  swim  and  walk  well.  They  are  generally  found 
in  flocks,  which  fly  with  much  speed  in  long  V-shaped  lines,  and 
they  utt«r  a  peculiar  cackling  call  that  can  be  heard  a  long  distance 
off.    All  the  species  are  migratory.    They  make  nests  of  grass,  <kc.. 
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on  the  ground,  and  line  them  with  down ;    the  eggs,  6  to  12  in 
number,  are  yellowish  white. 

Of  the  8  or  9  species  known,  five  have  hitherto  been  obtained  in. 
India. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Tip  (nail)  of  upper  mandible  white  or 

whitish. 

a'.  No  white  on  forehead   A.feruSf  p.  416. 

b\  A  white  frontal  band. 
a'\  Frontal  band  not  extending  back  to 

between  eyes ;  bill  from  gape  2 A,  albi/nms,  p.  417. 

b".  Frontal  band  extending  back  to  between 

eyes ;  bill  from  cape  1-4 A,  erythropuif  p.  418. 

b.  Tip  of  upper  mandime  black.  [p.  418. 
c',  Ilead  and  neck  dark  brown A,  brachyrhyncMU^ 

Head  white^  with  black  bars  and  nape   . .     A,  indicus,  p.  419. 

1579.  AnBer  fenui.    The  Orey  Lag  Ooose. 

Anser  ferus,  Schaef.  Mus.  Om,  p.  67  (1789) ;  AdamSf  P.  Z,  S,  1859, 
p.  189. 

Anser  cinereus,  Meyer  <$■  Wolfy  Taschenb,  n,  p.  552  (1810) ;  Bfyth^  CaL 
p.  300;  Jerd<mj  B.L  iii,  p.  779;  Blyth,  iftw,  1807,  p.  174;  Uume^ 
S.  F,  i,  p.  268;  Btdlcr  ^  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  26;  BaU,  &  F.  vii, 
p.  231 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  491 ;  id.  Cat  no.  945 ;  m^.  S.  F.  yiii^  pp.  406, 
421 ;  Hume  8f  Marsh,  Game  B,  iii,  p.  55,  pL  ;  Legge,  Bird*  CeyL 
p.  1072,  note ;  Beid,  S,  F.  x,  p.  78 ;  Butler,  Ibid,  p.  168 ;  Eden,  Und. 
p.  163;  Taylor,  ibid,  p.  531 ;  Hume  <$-  Cripp%,  S.  F.  id,  p.  339; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom,y.  394. 

Anser  rubrirostris,  Hodgs,,  G.  B,  Gray,  CaU  Mamm,  etc  CoiL 
Hodgson,  p.  144  (descr.  nulla) ;  Salvadori,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxvii,  p.  91. 

The  Grey  Goose,  Jerdon ;  Sona,  Kurria-Sona,  Hdns,  Rdh-hdns,  H. ; 
KaUttuk  P,  Kdr-hdns,  Bhfigulpur ;  Mogala,  Mogala-battak,  Kepal  Tend ; 
Kangnai,  Manipur. 

Coloration.  Head,  neck,  and  upper  back  brown;  scapulan, 
tertiaries,  and  some  of  the  median  wing-coverts  darker  brown  with 
pale  edges ;  lower  back  and  rump  ashy  grey,  brownish  grey  in 
younger  birds ;  upper  tail-coverts  white ;  outer  two  or  three  pairs 
of  t^-feathers  white,  middle  pairs  greyish  brown  with  white 
edges  and  tips  ;  all  outer  wing-coverts  near  the  edge  of  the 
wing,  primary-coverts,  wing-lining,  and  aziUaries  ashy  grey; 
primaries  grey  at  base,  blackish  brown  towards  the  tip ;  second- 
aries blackish  brown,  all  shafts  of  quills  white ;  lower  parts  from 
neck  greyish  or  brownish  white,  more  or  less  blotched  on  abdomen 
in  old  birds  with  blackish  brown ;  sides  and  flanks  greyish  browUi 
with  pale  edges  to  the  feathers,  producing  bars. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  from  creamy  white  to  flesh-coloured,  some- 
times even  purplish  red;  irides  brown  (Hume), 

Length  32 ;  tail  6 ;  wing  18 ;  tarsus  3*1 ;  bill  from  gape  2*75. 
Penuiles  run  smaller. 

JXitribution.  This  Ooose  breeds  in  Europe  north  of  about  60^ 
lat.,  and  in  Central  Asia  and  Southern  Siberia,  and  migratea  in 
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winter  to  Southern  Europe,  North  Africa,  South-western  Asia,  and 
Northern  India.  Within  our  area  it  is  common,  from  the  end  of 
October  to  the  beginning  of  March,  in  the  Punjab,  Sind,  and  the 
North-west  Provinces;  it  occurs,  though  rather  less  abundantly, 
throughout  Northern  India,  Assam,  and  Manipur,  and  it  is  common 
in  the  Irrawaddy  valley  north  of  Myingyan.  It  is  met  with  as  far 
south  as  the  Nerbudda  on  the  west,  and  the  Chilka  Lake,  in  Orissa,. 
on  the  east ;  but  is  seldom  found  south  of  the  Gangetic  plain  inland. 
Salvadori  and  some  others  distinguish  the  Eastern  race  as  A,  rubri- 
rqgtris,  but  the  only  difference  is  that  old  birds  are  rather  darker 
below,  and  I  doubt  if  this  is  constant. 

Habits,  ^c.  In  winter  the  Grey-Lag  is  generally  found  in  flocks,, 
often  large,  of  200  to  1000  birds  or  more,  which  feed  on  grass  and 
green  crops  in  the  morning  and  evening,  and  pass  the  day  on  the 
sands  of  one  of  the  larger  rivers,  or  the  edge  of  a  lake  or  marsh,, 
rarely  entering  the  water.  Young  birds,  when  well-fed  on  green 
crops,  are  excellent  to  eat.  Wild  Geese  if  captured  are  easily 
tamed,  and  from  the  present  species  is  derived  the  Domestic  Goose 
of  Europe ;  but  Blyth  has  stated  that  the  tame  Geese  of  India  are 
a  mixed  race,  and  hybrids  between  Ji.  ferus  and  the  Chinese- 
A,  (or  Cygnopsis)  eygnoides. 

1580.  Anser  alhifirons.    The  White-fronted  Ooose. 

Branta  albifrons,  Scop,  Ann.  I.  Hist.  Nat,  p.  69  (1769). 

Anser  albifrons,  AdamSf  P,  Z,  S.  I8/18,  p.  509 ;  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,. 
p.  780 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  947  ;  id.  S.  F.  vni,  p.  421 ;  Hwne  ^  Marsh. 
Oame  B,  iii,  p.  73,  pi. ;  Beid,  8,  F.  x,  p.  78 ;  Barnes,  Birds- 
Bom,  p.  396 ;  Lester^  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc,  vii,  p.  563 ;  Salva- 
doriy  Cat.  B.  M,  xxvii,  p.  92 ;  Baker,  Jour,  Bom.  N,  H.  Soc.  xi,  pi.  ii. 

Anser  erythropus,  apud  Flem.  Brit,  An,  p.  127  (1828) ;  Humej  S.  F.. 
i,  p.  269 }  nee  Linn, 

Coloration,  A  white  frontal  band  extending  across  the  lores  ta 
the  gape,  and  sometimes  to  the  chin ;  head,  neck,  and  upper  surface- 
dark  brown,  darker  and  ashy  posteriorly  and  blackish  on  the- 
horder  of  the  frontal  band ;  wing-coverts  greyer ;  feathers  of  upper 
back,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  some  of  the  coverts  pale- tipped ;. 
greater  coverts  with  broad  white  edges,  forming  a  white  bar ;  pri- 
maries dark  grey  with  blackish  ends,  secondaries  black ;  hreast  and 
abdomen  whity-brown,  more  or  less  blotched  with  black,  sometimes 
black  almost  throughout ;  sides  of  breast  brown,  with  pale  tips  to* 
the  feathers ;  vent,  lower  flanks,  and  upper  and  under  tail-coverts 
white ;  tail-feathers  dark  ashy  brown,  with  white  edges  and  tips, 
broadest  on  the  outer  feathers. 

In  young  birds  the  white  on  the  forehead  is  brownish  or 
Wanting,  and  there  is  no  black  on  the  underparts. 

Bill  pale  livid  fleshy,  nail  whitish ;  irides  pale  brown ;  legs  and 
feet  bright  orange  (Htmie). 

Length  27 ;  tail  4-5 ;  wing  15*5 ;  tarsus  2*5  ;.  bill  from  gape  2. 

Distribution,  Throughout  the  Palsearctic  region,  breeding  in  the 
&r  North,  and  migrating  in  winter  to  the  Mediterranean,  Egypt,. 

VOL.  IT.  2  s 
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where  this  spei'iee  is  commoo,  the  Cosp^n.  aud  China.  Thiit  Soora 
ia  a  mri"  oiJd-weather  visitor  to  the  Punjab.  Sind,  Cutth,  Kchil- 
khaud,  and  Oudh,  usually  ocpurring  on  rivers,  singly  or  in  imrlius  of 
two  or  three.  1  saw  single  geese  of  a  small  dork  apiH'ii-s,  probably 
the  present,  swimming  ou  the  Indus  near  Sehwao.  as  iut«  aa  the 
Kratweek  id  April.  Hume  was  informed  by  Col.  Graham  that 
A.  albifi-mm  is  found  throughout  Assam  ;  and  Oates  has  iroently 
ascertained  that  it  has  been  shot  in  Upper  Burma. 

15S1.  Anser  erythropna.     The  Dwarf  Quuae  or  L/anr 
White -fi'mtttd  Gooie. 
Anaa  erjlhropus,  Linn,  Sfitt.  2fiU.  i,  p.  197  (ITHfl). 
.\nF>er  minutus.  A'aum.  Viiff.  DmlicM.  xi,  p.  »(U>.  pi.  200  (1M2); 

/r*y,/fiiV.ieGI,p.247;  Bumf,  Ott.  no.  ^m ;  Still.  &  f.  x,  p.  7a 
Aneer  erylhropua,  A'eicfon,  T.  Z.  S.   1800,  p.  3.10;  Jtrdim,  B.  I.  iii, 

p.  781 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  viii.  p.  431 ;    Hume  &  Manh.  Game  B.  iii, 

p.  77,  pi. ;  SaU-aiion,  Cat.  B.  if.  xivii,  p.  97. 

Very  similar  to  A.  albifro^i*.  hut  fmnller.  u'ith  a  much  smaller 
bill.  The  plumage  is  generally  darker,  and  the  «hite  of  the  fore- 
head extends  to  the  top  of  the  head  between  the  eyes.  The 
coloration  of  the  soft  parts  appears  to  he  the  same  in  the  two  species. 

Length  21;  tail  4 ;  wingl4'5;  tarsus  2-4;  bill  from  gape  1-4. 

DUtribiitien.  Similar  to  that  of  A.  itlhijront,  but  more  Eastern, 
this  species  being  t«re  in  Western  Europe  and  the  Mediterranean 
and  common  in  China.  It  is  a,  very  rare  cold-weather  immigrant  in 
Northern  India,  but  specimens  have  been  obtained  by  Col.  Irby, 
Mr.  A.  AiidtTBon.  Dr.  Bonavin,  aud  Mr.  Chill  in  Ihe  Eastern 
Punjab  near  Ddhi,  in  the  Xorth-west  Provinces,  and  in  Oudh. 

1382.  Anser  brachyrhyiichaB  (?).     The  Pinf:-/ooted  Ouoit, 
Anset  brachyrhynchus,  Baillon,  MSm.  'Soc.  R,  d'A66rv.  1833.  p.  74  ( 
Blyth,   (Sit.  p.  301;   Irbg,  Ibis,  1801,  p.  247;   Jerdim,  B.I.  iii, 
p.  780 ;  Hume,  Cat.  no.  04A ;  Sutw  ^  Swih.  Gatite  B.  iii,  p.  71, 
pi.;  McLfod,  S.  F.  X,  p.  188;  Hume,  S.  J''.  3d,  p.  338;  Satvadon, 
Cat.  B.  iitU,  p.  103. 
Coloration.  Head  and  neck  brown,  with  a  few  whitish  feathers 
at  the  base  of  the  bill;  back  and  wings  greyer,  the  feathers  with 
pale  borders;  rump  blNckish  grey;  primaries  dark  grey.  bkckiaU 
at  the  tip  ;  secondaries  blackish  ;    breast  whity-browu,  the  sides 
darker,  with    pale   hands   formed    by  the  tips   of  the   feathers ; 
abdomen  paler  ;  lower  abdomen,  flanks,  and  under  and  upper  tail- 
coverts  white;  tail-feathers  dark  brownish  grev,  with  broad  white 
edges  and  tips  on  the  outer  feathers,  diminishing  on  tho  middle 
rectrices. 

Bill  black  at  the  base,  and  Ihe  nail  black,  intermediat«  portion 
pink;  irides brovfa ;  legs  fleshy  to  purplish  pink,  sometimes  witli  an 
orange  tinge. 

Length  2S ;  tail  5-25  ;  wing  10  ;  tarsus  3 ;  bUl  from  gape  2. 
UiatribtUion.  This  Goose  breeds  in  the  e^^treme  North  o(  Europe 
atid  migrates,  chiefly  to  Western  Europe,  in  the  winter.      The 
occurrence  of  A.  bradii/rhi/wlitts  in  India  lias  been   repeatedly 
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ADnounced,  by  Blyth,  Irbj,  Hume,  and  McLeod ;  but  as  no  Indian 
specimen  appears  to  have  been  preserved,  some  doubts  must  remain 
as  to  whether  the  species  has  been  rightly  identified,  especially  as 
A,  hrachyrhynckug  has  not  been  observed  elsewhere  in  Asia. 
There  can  however,  I  think,  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  either  this 
or  some  other  species  of  the  group  of  A,  segeium  with  a  black  tip 
to  the  bill  does  occur. 

1583.  Anser  indicns.     The  Barred-headed  Ooose, 

Anas  indica,  Lath.  Ind.  Om,  ii,  p.  830  (1790). 

Bemida  indica,  Orai/f  Gen,  B,  iii,  p.  608 ;  Blyth^  Cat,  p.  301. 

Anser    indicus,  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,   p.    782 ;  Stoliczka,  J,  A,  S,  B. 

xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  70 ;  McMaster^  J,  A,  S.  B,  xl,  pt.  2,  p.  215 ; 

Hume,  8.  F,  i,  p.  260 ;  Adam^  ibid,  p.  401 ;  Godw,-Atut.  J,  A.  8,  B, 

xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  175 ;   Hume,  8,  F,  iv,  p.  490  ;    Anders,    Yu^mn 

Erpea.,  AveSj  p.  608 ;  CrippSf  8,  F,  vii,  p.  310 ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  191 ; 

id.  Cat,  no.  949  ;  id,  8,  F.  viii,  p.  421 ;  Hume  <$■  Marsh,  Game  B. 

iii,  p.  81,  pL  ;   Biddulph,  Ibis,  1881,  p,  90;  Beid,  8,  F,  x,  p.  79; 

Barnes,  Birds  Bom,  p.  395  ;  Taylor,  8,  F,  x,  pp.  528,  531 ;  H\ime, 

8,  F,  xi,  p.  340 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N,  ^  E,  2nd  ed.  iii^  p.  279 ; 

8alvadori,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxyii,  p.  105. 
ISulabeia  indica,  Beichenb.  NatUrl,  Syst,  JUgel,  p.  ix ;  Ball,  8,  F,  u, 

p.  436;  vii,  p.  231. 

Hdns,  Kareyi  Hans,  Bdj  Hdns,  Birwa,  H.;  Paria,  Nepal  Terai ;  Xany^ 
pa,  Lad&k;  Nir-bathu,  Tarn.  (Coimbatore);  Badi-hdns,  Cnitta^oLg  Kdny^ 
nai,  Manipur. 


Fig.  102.— Head  of  A,  indieus,      i. 

Coloration.  Head  white,  with  two  concentric  black  bars  on  the 
nape,  one  from  eye  to  eye  round  the  occiput,  the  other  farther 
back  ;  a  longitudinal  white  band  down  each  side  of  the  neck ;  hind 
neck  dark  brown,  passing  into  the  pale  ashy  tint  of  the  upper  plu- 
mage generally,  feathers  of  the  upper  back  and  scapulars  with  pale 
tips ;  Tower  back  and  rump  pure  ashy  grey ;  primaries  pale  ashy 
\iith  blackish  tips,  later  primaries  and  secondaries  black  except  at 
the  extreme  base  ;  tertiaries  and  coverts,  both  upper  and  under, 
pale  ashy,  the  greater  coverts  broadly  edged  with  white ;  fore 
neck  brownish  ashy,  passing  gradually  into  whity-brown  on  the 
breast ;  sides  of  breast  browner,  darkest  on  the  flanks,  the  feathers 
pale-tipped,  forming  bars;  lower  abdomen  and  flanks  and  under 
and  upper  tail-coverts  pure  white ;  tail-feathers  pale  grey,  white- 
edged. 

Young  birds  have  a  dark  brown  crown  and  nape,  no  black  bars 
on  the  nape,  nor  longitudinal  white  neck-stripes ;  the  back  is  grey, 
and  the  lower  parts  are  nearly  white. 

2x2 
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Length  30;  tail  6;  wing  18 ;  tarsus  3  ;  bill  from  gape  2*1. 

Bill  yellow ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  orange  {Jtrdon),  Bill  orange- 
yellow  to  orange,  rarely  only  pale  lemon-yellow,  the  nail  black  or 
blackish  (Hume). 

Distribution,  A  winter  visitor  to  India  from  October  or  Novem- 
ber to  March  or  April,  common  in  the  north,  rare  in  the  south; 
breeding  in  Tibet  and  Central  Asia.  It  abounds  about  the  course 
of  the  great  rivers  and  near  large  marslies  in  the  Punjab,  Sind,  and 
the  North-west  Provinces,  and  is  far  from  rare  in  parts  of  Bengal, 
Orissa  (it  abounds  at  the  Chilka  Lake),  and  Assam.  It  occurs  in 
Manipur,  and  Anderson  saw  flocks  on  the  Irrawaddy  above  Man- 
dalay.  It  is  of  very  rare  occurrence  in  the  Bombay  Presidency 
generally,  and  unknown  on  the  Malabar  coast. 

ffabits,  6fc.  This  is  by  far  the  commonest  Gtx>se  of  Northern 
India,  w^here  it  occurs  in  small  or  large  flocks,  with  the  usual 
habits,  feeding  on  grass  and  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  g^m,  &c. 
in  the  morning  and  evening,  and  often  at  night,  and  passing  the 
day  on  the  banks  of  a  liver  or  lake.  The  &rred-heaaed  Qooee 
breeds  in  May  and  June  on  the  lakes  of  Tibet  such  as  the  Tso- 
morari,  but  the  young  are  generally  hatched  before  the  passes  to 
the  southward  are  open. 

Besides  the  Qeese  already  enumerated,  Anaer  segetum,  the  Beftn 
Goose,  somewhat  like  A,  hrachyrhynehus^  but  larger,  with  orange 
legs,  is  said  to  have  been  obtained  in  India,  and  is  figured  by  Hume 
and  Marshall  in  their  *  Game  Birds.'  Hume  also  had  reason  to 
suspect  that  Anser  cygnoidtSy  the  Chinese  Goose,  with  a  long  black 
bill  and  orange  feet,  occurs  in  Assam ;  and  Blyth  has  suggested 
(Ibis,  1870,  p.  176)  that  four  birds  seen  near  Nagpur,  one  of  which 
was  prociured,  as  recorded  in  the  '  Bengal  Sporting  Magazine '  for 
1836,  vii,  p.  247,  were  probably  Bernicla  rujuxillis.  I  feel  doubtful 
whether  the  bird  mentioned  in  the  anonymous  article  quoted  was 
a  goose. 

Subfamily  ANATIN^. 

This  subfamily,  as  here  defined,  contains  the  typical  Ducks 
together  with  the  Sheldrakes,  the  Spur-winged  '*  Geese,''  the 
Diving  Ducks,  and  the  Stiff-tailed  Ducks,  or  the  PlectrapterincB^ 

Fiiligulinai,  and  Erismaturincg  of  many  omitholo- 
y-^,^,.^.^^  gists.     The  principal  character  by  which  these 

^-i^]!^a      groups  are  distinguished,  the  lobation  of  the 

hind  toe,  varies  too  much  in  different  genera  to 
be  used  as  a  criterion  for  the  distinction  of 
larger  groups,  there  being  a  considerable  amount 
of  passage  between  forms  in  which  the  toe  is 
Fig.  103.~Hind  «°jple.  through  typical  Ducks  ^th  a  nurow 
toe  of  (a)  DajUa  lobe,  to  the  broadly  lobed  Pochards  and  Diving 
acv4a  with  iiar-  Ducks ;  whilst  neither  the  spiny  tail  of  Jru- 
row  lobe,  and  fnatura  nor  the  wing-knob  erf  PlectroptertiS 
ffHhmth\u!M!d  *PP®*"  *o  entitle  its  owner  to  more  thaa 
kbo.    )•  generic  rank. 
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Aj  a  role,  the  drake  in  this  sobfamilf  asfiameB'  by  moult 
a  special  nuptial  plumage  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  but 
Ate  exceptioDB  are  numerous,  espedallj  amongst  resident  Tnl^i|^n 
Bpeciee.  There  is,  in  the  forms  assuming  a  nuptial  plumage, 
a  double  moult  of  the  body- feathers,  the  two  moults  some- 
times, aa  in  the  Common  Mallard,  occurring  at  an  interval  of 
only  three  or  four  months. 

Another  character  found  in  almost  all 
drakes  of  this  subfamily  is  the  development 
of  a  bviha  ottea  or  labyrinth  at  the  base  of 
the  trachea,  close  to  the  bifurcation  of  the 
bronchi.     This  bulba  o$gea  is  a  bony,  or 
K  \      partly  bony  and  partly  membraneous,  dila- 
^       tation  of  tbe  lower  tracheal  rings,  and  is 
often  lateral,  as  in  the  common  Wild  Duck 
(6g.  104)  ;  but  sometimes  the  expansion  is 
•Tv     ^r  medial  or  in  two  directions,  the  different 

-    --^  forms  being  characteristic  of    particular 

genera.    TUs    peculiar   confonnation    is 
found  in  the  Mergina,  but  not  in  the 

'^fSin^'.S:    ,  Tl">  ™  tl«»«Rl.«t  the  .ubfema,  i. 
btJba  otto.    ].  depressed,  and,  especially  near  tbe  tip,  much 

broader  than  high.  The  legs  are  rather 
short  and  more  adapted  for  Bwitnming  than  for  walking.  In  the 
majority  the  exposed  portions  of  the  secondary  quills,  with  their 
larger  coverts,  are  distinguished  by  conspicuous  and  often  metallic 
coloration.  The  brightly  coloured  patch  thus  formed  is  known  as 
the  "  speculum." 

Key  to  the  Genera.* 
a.  Hind  toenotlobedoroarrowlylobed.    Breadth 
of  lobe  or  web  less  than  one-third  length  of  toe. 
a'.  Nostril  one-third  length  of  bill  from  fore- 
head. 
a".  Size  large :  wing  over  10  inches. 

a'.  Breast  and  abdomen  white  ;  male  with  [p.  423. 

a  large  fleahy  comb  at  baxe  of  culm^n     Sabcidiormis, 
b'.  Breast  and  abdomen  brewn  tinged  with 

rusty  red Asabcobnis,  p.  424. 

c*.  Breast  and  abdomen  dark  brown,  head 

pink  RH0D0NBssA,p.425. 

iP.  Abdomen  black  in   tbe  middle,  white 

at  tbe  sides Tadobna,  p.  427. 

e'.  Breast  and  abdomen  ruddy  ochreous  .  .     Casabca,  p.  428. 
b''.  Size  Bmaller ;  wiag  under  10  in. ;  tarsus  [p.  430. 

reticulated  throughout  Bbnduocecna, 

v.  Nostril  less  than  one-third  lengrth  of  bill 
from  forehead, 
e".  Size  very  small     wing  under  7  in. ;  bill 

high  at  base  and  short      Nbttopcb,  p.  438. 

*   This  Eej  does  not  &ln]iys  wrve  for  ■pedep 
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rf".  Wing  not  less  than  7  inches. 
/'.  A  speculum  present,  either  metallic  or 
black  and  white. 
a*.  Bill  not  spatulate,  and  but  little  if  at 
'    all  broader  near  the  tip. 
fl\  Upper   wing-coverts  not   blue   nor 
bluish  grey. 
a®.  Tail  moderate,  median    rectrices 
not  lengthened. 
a',  Lamellsa  fine,  projecting  con- 
siderably   beyond    mandibles ;  [p.  440« 
speculum  black  and  white ....     Chaulblasmus, 
b"^.  Lamellae    moderate,    not    pro- 
jecting ;    speculum  partly  or 
whoUy  green  or  purple.     Bill 
from    forehead    longer    than 
tarsus. 

a^.  Tail  of  18  or  20  feathers Anas,  p.  435. 

b".  Tail  of  14  or  16  feathers. 
a".  Nail  about  one-third  width 
of    bill  ;     head    of    male 
crested  and  tertiaries  falcate    £unetta,  p.  438. 
b^.  Nail    less    than    one-third 
width  of  bill ;   no  crest  nor 

falcate  tertiaries Nbttium,  p.  441. 

c".  Nail  more  than  one-third 
width  of  bill ;   no  crest  nor 

falcate  tertiaries Mabeca,  p.  445. 

6®.  Median  rectrices  lengthened  and 

pointed Dafila,  p  447. 

6'.  Upperwing-coverts  lavender-blue.. .     Qukrquxdula, 
b*.  Bill  spatulate,  nearly  twice  as  broad  [p.  449. 

near  tip  as  near  base Spatula,  p.  451. 

^.  No  speculum ;  sexes  alike ;  plumage  dull  [p.  454. 

greyish  brown .' Marmabonbtta, 

b.   Hind  toe  broadly  lobed,  breadth  of  lobe  one- 
third  to  one-half  length  of  toe. 
c\  Tail  less  than  half  lenflrth  of  wing. 
e'\  Upper  mandible  at  oase  not  sobigh  as  broad. 
A*.    Bill    viewed     from      above      tapering 

slightly  from  base ;  tail-feathers  10 Nktta,  p.  455. 

P.  Bill  not  tapering  ;  tail-feathers  14 Nyuoca,  p.  458. 

/".  Upper  mandible  at  base  higher  than  broad .     Clanoula,  p.  464, 
tt.  Tail  naif  as  long  as  wing ;  bill  much  swollen  [p.  405. 

at  base Ebismatuba, 

Genus  SABaDIOBNIS,  Eyton,  1838. 

Sise  large,  the  plumage  of  the  sexes  differing  very  little,  but  the 
male  much  lari^er  than  the  female.  Bill  of  moderate  length, 
oonsiderably  raised  at  the  base  and  of  nearly  the  same  width 
throughout,  furnished  above  in  the  male  with  a  fleshy  knob  that 
becomes  greatly  developed  in  the  breeding-season  (fig.  101). 
Wing  with  a  prominent  tubercle  in  front  of  the  bend.  Tail  of  12 
feathers,  rounded.  Lower  end  of  trachea  expanded  on  the  left 
side  only.    Hind  toe  with  a  narrow  lobe. 

This  genus  contains  two  species,  one  found  in  India  and  Africa, 
the  other  in  South  America. 
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1584.  Sarcidiomis  melanonotna.     The  Comb  Duck  or  Nuhta. 

(Fig.  101,  p.  411.) 

ADser  melanotus,   Penn.  Faunula   Indtca,  p.  12,  pi.  xii  (1769) ; 

Newton,  S,  F.  viii,  p.  415. 
Sarcidiornis  meltfnotu?,  Blyth^  Cat,  p.  302;    Barnes f  Jour.  Bom, 

N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  286. 
Sarkidiornis  melanoDotus,  Jerdon^  B,  I,  iii,  p.  785;  A.  Anderson^ 

Ibis,  1874,  p.  220 ;  Adam,  S,  F.  i,  p.  401 ;   Butier  ^-  Hume,  S,  F. 

iv,  p.  27 ;  BaU,  8.  F.  vii,  p.  231 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  607 ;  Butler,  S.  F. 

viii,  p.  387. 
Sarddiornis  melanonotua,  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  176 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  vii, 

p.  491 ;    id.  Celt.  no.  950  ;  Hume  ^'  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  91, 

pi. ;  Butler^  8.  F.  ix,  p.  430 ;  Parker,  ibid.  p.  486  ;    Legge,  Birds 

Ceyl.  p.  1063 ;  Reid,  8.  F.  x,  p.  79 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  417 ;  Taylor,  ibid. 

gp,  628,  631 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  396;  Hume,  8.  F.  xi,  p.  343; 
>ates  in  Hume^s  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  282. 
Sarcidiornis  melanonota,  8clat.  P.  Z.  8. 1876,  p.  694,  pi.  Ixvii ;  Oates, 
B.  B.  ii,  p.  276 ;  8alvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  64 ;  Baker,  Jour, 
Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  xi,  p.  172. 

The  Blackjacked  Goose,  Jerdon.  Nukta,  H. ;  Nakwa,  Chutia  Ndgpur ; 
Naki  hdnsa,  Uriya ;  Jutu  chil-luwa,  Tel. ;  Dod  sarle  haki,  Can. ;  Ifeer 
kali,  Coimbatore ;  Tau-bai,  Burm. ;  Bovrkbang,  Karen. 

Coloration,  Male.  Head  and  neck  white,  spotted  with  glossj 
black,  the  black  prevailing  on  the  crow^n  and  a  band  along  the 
hind  neck ;  lower  neck  all  round,  breast,  abdomen,  and  lower  tail- 
coverts  pure  white ;  upper  back,  scapulars,  wings,  rump,  upper 
tail-coverts,  and  tail  black,  the  secondaries  and  their  greater  coverts 
glossed  with  bronze-green,  the  scapulars  with  purple,  the  other 
parts  with  green  and  purplish  blue  ;  lower  back  brownish  grey^ 
hides  of  breast  and  flanks  pale  ashy  grey  ;  a  black  bar  from  the  upper 
back  to  each  side  of  the  upper  breast,  and  another  from  the  rump 
to  the  lower  flanks. 

Female  much  smaller,  bat  similarly  coloured,  with  less  gloss  on 
the  back  and  wings  and  more  black  on  the  head  and  necl^ 

Younger  birds  are  brown  instead  of  black,  and  the  lower  parts 
are  tinged  with  rusty  red. 

Iris  brown ;  bill  and  comb  black ;  legs  and  feet  very  dark  brown 
(Oate^),  greenish  plumbeous  (Jerdon). 

Length  of  male  about  30 ;  tail  5*5  ;  wing  15  ;  tarsus  2*75  ;  bill 
from  gape  2*7.  Female  :  length  26  ;  tail  4*5  ;  wing  11'25  ; 
tarsus  2-1 ;  bill  from  gape  2-2. 

Digtiibution.  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  in  suitable  localities , 
also  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara,  and  Madagascar.  Common  in 
Well-wooded  and  well-watered  parts  of  the  country,  rare  or 
wanting  in  India  south  of  Mysore,  in  the  Bombay  Deccan,  the 
desert  tracts,  Sind  and  the  Western  Punjab,  also  in  Tenasserim. 

Habits,  4'C'  The  Nukta  is  generally  found  about  large  marshy 
tanks  and  jheels  with  reedy  margins  in  well-wooded  countries.  It 
keeps  in  small  flocks  of  4  to  10  throughout  the  cold  season  and  in 
pairs  at'  other  times.  Larger  flocks  are  said  to  occur,  but  they  are 
not  often  seen.  It  breeds  on  trees,  and  frequently  perches  on 
them.    The  nest  consists  of  a  few  sticks  with  dead  leaves,  grass. 
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feathers  Ac.,  placed  in  a  bole  in  the  stem  or  a  depression 
between  the  larger  branches.  The  eggs,  laid  in  July,  August  or 
September,  are  ivory-white,  very  close-tes hired,  7  to  12  in  number, 
and  they  measure  about  ;;-4l  by  1'72.  In  Ceylon  this  Duckia 
said  to  breed  in  February  and  March.  This  is  not  one  of  the  best 
ducks  for  the  table,  though  good  at  times. 

Genus  A8ASC0RNIS,  Salvodori,  1805. 
This  appears  to  resemble  Sarddiornii  both  in  structure  and 
plumage,  and  differs  chiefly  by  having  no  knob  on  the  bill  of  the 

male.     It  is  also  diatinguiahed  by  having  th(i  lower  parte  chestnut    • 
instead  of  while.     In   this  it  resumhlea  Pteronttta  hartiaubi,  an 
African  duck,  the  Reneric  distinction  of  which  from  AMreon\it 
Appears  open  to  doubt.     There  is  only  one  species  of  Aaareomii. 

1585.  ABarconiia  Bcatalatiu.     The  Whiu-toinged  Wood-Dutk. 
Anas  Bcutulato,  S.  Miill.  Terkand.  Land-  en  VoUe.  p.  159  (1839-44) ; 

JIume,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  168. 
Sarcidiorais  (<■)  leucopterus,  Slyth,  J.  A.  S.  B.  iviii,  p.  820  (1649) ; 

id.  Cat.  p.  303. 
Casarca  leucoptera,  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  "93 ;  Godiv.-Atitt.  J.  A.  S.  B, 

jliii,  pt.  3,  p.  176 ;  lilyth,  Bud«  Ourm.  p.  ItV);  Hume  Jj-  Dai.  S.  F. 

vi,  p.  489. 
Cwsrca  scutulata,  Blyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  176;  1870,  p.  176  ;  Hume, 

Cat.  no.  955. 
Anns  leucuptera,  Hume  ^  Marrft.  Game  B.  iii,  pp.  147,  173,  pi.  : 

Oates,  B.  B.  )i,  p.  ;;81  ;  id.  t»  Humt't  A'.  ^  B.  3nd  ed.  iii,  p.  287 ; 

Siiiuim,  Ibis,  18ai,  p.  92 ;  Hume  ^  Cripps,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  Sii. 
Asarcornis   scutulata,  Salradori,   Cat.   B.  it.  xxvii,  p.  60;    Baktr, 

Jour.  Bora.  JV.  H.  Sic.  xi,  p.  181. 
Deo-hiins,  A!8,Hui. 


Fig.  10&.— Head  of  A.  trnlulattii.     }. 

Coloration.  Head  and  netk  white,  speckled  with  black,  more 
thickly  on  the  crown  and  bind  neik  ;  louer  neck  blockish  brown, 
glossed  with  green  all  roiuid,  {ULising  above  into  the  olive-brown 
of  the  bnck,  scapulars,  rump,  tail,  and  primaries ;  bend  of  wing 
and  upper  and  under  wing-coverts  white ;  greater  secondary 
coverts  blue-grey,  broadly  tipped  with  black  ;  secondaries  blue-grey 
on  outer  wetw ;  tertiaries  brown,  the  first  with  a  black  border  and 
about  half  of  the  outer  web  inside  the  border  ubtle  ;  lower  parts 
brown  tinged  with  rusty  red.  Sexes  scarcely  differing  except  in 
siEe  ;  back  in  female  Icxk  glossy,  and  the  head  more  or  less  tinged 
with  ochreous. 
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Upper  mandible  dusky  orange-red,  blotched  with  black  at  base 
and  tip  and  sparinglj  along  commissure ;  lower  mandible  pale 
orange-yellow,  blotched  with  black  along  the  sides,  nail  at  tip  of 
beak  dusky  pink ;  irides  crimson ;  legs  and  feet  orange-yellow 
iOripps). 

Length  of  male  32 ;  tail  6 ;  wing  15 ;  tarsus  2*4 ;  bill  from 
gape  2-9.  Female :  length  29  ;  tail  5*5  ;  wing  13 ;  tarsus  2  ;  bill 
from  gape  2*8. 

Dutribution,  Assam  (not  rare  in  the  Dibrugarh  district),  Ten- 
asserim,  Malay  Peninsula,  and  Java.  The  supposed  occurrence  of 
this  bird  in  Eastern  Bengal  appears  to  be  doubtful,  and  a  reported 
capture  in  Singbhum  requires  confirmation. 

Habits^  ifc,  A  shy  resident  bird,  found  singly,  as  a  rule,  about 
sluggish  streams  and  swamps  in  high  forest.  It  is  very  scarce  in 
collections ;  even  in  the  British  Museum  there  are  but  three  skins 
from  Assam  and  Burma,  and  two  of  what  is  believed  to  be  a 
domesticated  variety,  the  original  A,  scutulata^  from  Java.  Nothing 
is  known  of  the  breeding  habits  except  that  young  birds  are  said 
to  have  been  shot  on  the  Dhansiri  Kiver  in  Assam. 


Genus  BHODONESSA,  Beicbenb.,  1852. 

This  genus  is  distinguished  by  plumage  more  than  by  structure ; 
it  differs  from  all  other  Ducks  in  having  a  pink  head  and  a  dark 
body.  The  sexes  differ  but  little  from  each  other.  The  egg  is 
peculiar  and  very  short,  subspherical  in  fact.  The  bill  is  lower  at 
the  base  than  that  of  Sarcidiornis,  but  otherwise  similar.  The 
bulba  ossea  at  the  lower  end  of  the  male  trachea  is  very  peculiarly 
formed,  being  swollen  on  both  sides  and  anteriorly  (see  Garrod, 
P.  Z.  8.  1875,  p.  153). 

Only  one  species  is  known. 

1586.  Bhodoiiessa  caryophyllacea.    The  PinJc-he^ded  Duck. 

Anas  caryophyllacea,  Lathamy  Ind.  Om,  ii,  p.  866  (1790) ;  Jerdon, 
lU,  Ind.  Orn.  pi.  34 ;  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  304 ;  Irbi/y  Ibis,  1861,  p.  249 ; 
Jerdon,  B.  L  lii,  p.  800  ;  Hume,  N.  ^  E,  p.  644 ;  Blyth,  Birds 
Burm.  p.  165 ;  Fairbank,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  1^64 ;  Ball,  S,  F  vii,  p.  232 
Hume,  ibid,  p.  492 ;  id.  S.  F.  viii,  p.  501 ;  Simpson,  Ibis,  1884 
p.  271 ;  C,  Swinh.  8f  Barnes,  Ibis,  188o,  p.  137 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom 
p.  404. 
Rnodonessa caryophyllacea, iJficAewft.  NatUrl. St/st.  Vdffel,^.  ix,pl.  85 
Ball.  S.  F.  ii,  p.  438 ;  Hume,  Cat  no.  960 ;  Hume  |*  Marsh.  Game 
B.  ill,  pp.  173,  435,  pi. ;  Butler,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  437;  Beid,  S.  F.  x, 
p.  81 ;  Taylor,  ibid.  p.  531 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  284 ;  Barnes,  Birds 
Bom.  p.  404 ;  Hum^,  51  -F.  xi,  p.  344 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  4'  E.  2nd 
ed.  iii,  p.  290 ;  Barnes,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Sue.  vi,  p.  290  j  Salvadori, 
Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  61 ;  Baker,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  xi,  p.  185. 
Ldl-sira,  H. ;  Golab  Ldlrsir,  Oudh  ;  Sdkndl,  Beng. ;  Dumrdr,  Dumdr, 
I^epal  Tend  and  Tirhoot. 

Coloration.  Male.  Crown  and  sides  of  head,  back  and  sides  of 
neck  rosy  pink,  brightest  on  the  occiput  and  nape,  browner  on  the 
forehead ;  a  band  on  the  chin,  throats   «nH  fnr**  neck,  the  body 


above  and  below,  and  the  tuJl  cbocolate-browD ;  minute  whitish 
epecka on  the  feathers  of  the  mantle  ;  wings  bronn outside, except 
ihe  edge  which  is  whitiwh,  and  the  seeoudaries  which  are  pale  fawn 
mth  white  lips;  primaries  brown  ou  outer,  pale  fawn  on  inner 
webs  ;  tertiaries  wi.h  a  green  gloss  ;  wing-lining  pinkish  white. 

Female  duller;  head  paler  pink;  chin  and  throat  pale  like  sides 
oE  head  and  neck,  the  piuk  passing  gradually  into  the  brown  of 
the  bodyj  middle  of  crown  and  nape  brown;  no  gloss  on  the 
tertiaries:  wing-Iininj;  whitish. 

Young  birds  resemble  the  female  except  that  the  head  and  neck 
are  duller  and  browner  aud  tiie  lower  parls  paler. 

Bill  reddish  while,  rosy  at  the  base  and  bluish  at  the  tip  ;  irides    * 
fine  orange-red;    legs   and    feet   blackish    with   a  tinge   of   red 

Length  23-5;  tail  3'5;  wing  11;  tarsiB  1-0;  bill  from  gape 
2'25.     No  difference  in  sise  between  the  sexes. 


li^.  llJfi.-nMc3  ui  li.eari/uphJUiaa.     j. 

DUtribution.  Fairly  common  and  resident  in  Upper  Bengal,  in 
the  districts  of  Purneah,  Maldah,  aud  Bhilgalpur,  and  in  Tirhoot ; 
not  common,  but  found  throughout  Assam,  Manipur,  the  whole  of 
Bengal,  Orissa,  tlie  Xortheru  Circars,  Oiidh,  and  the  North-west 
Provinces,  and  to  be  met  with  as  an  occasional  straggler  &s  far 
west  as  Delhi,  Mhow.  and  Ahmeduagar,  and  south  to  Madras. 
On  the  east  this  Duck  has  been  I'ecorded  from  north  of  Bhauio, 
but  nowhere  else  in  the  Irrawaddy  valley,  nor  is  it  known  to  occur 
in  Tenasseriui,     It  is  peculiar  to  India, 

ffahitu,  t^e.  The  PinK-headod  Duck  haunts  ponds  and  swamps 
thickly  overgrown  with  reetls  and  aqnatic  plants,  ami,  as  a  rule,  sur- 
rounded by  forest  or  grass  jungle.  In  aucIi  places  this  species  may 
be  found  throughout  the  year,  in  small  Bocks  of  from  1  to  1(1  or 
occasionally  20  to  40  in  the  cold  season,  and  in  pairs  from  April 
to  September.  The  flight  is  swift,  and  the  rosy  under  wtog- 
coverts  make  this  species  easily  recognisable.  R.  cari/offii/lUiefii 
breeds  in  June  and  July,  and  lays  about  Q  white,  nearly  spherical 
eggs,  raeasuriog  on  an  average  1"79  by  1'66,  in  a  circular  nesi  of 
dry  grass  and  feathers,  hidden  in  n  tuft  of  high  gross.  Jerdon 
says  that  this  bird  is  excellent  eaiing,  but  other  observers,  with 
better  oppi)rt unities  for  judging,  condemn  its  flesh  as  inferior; 
Simson  considers  it  worse  than  that  of  tho  Brahminy  Duck  or  thv 
WUiatling  Teal.  -^ 
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Genus  TADOBHA,  FleminK,  1822. 

Bill  short,  high  at  the  base,  coDcave  above,  the  tip  flattened  and 
turned  up,  the  nail  small,  abruptly  turned  down  and  inwards  ;  a 
fleshr  knob  at  the  base  of  the  bill  in  males  ;  nostrils  less  than  one- 
third  the  length  of  the  hill  from  the  base ;  wings  long,  pointed : 
tail  rounded,  of  14  feathers  ;  tarsus  scutulate  in  front  near  the  foot. 

Only  two  species  are  known  of  the  genus  as  restricted ;  of 
these  one,  chiefly  Paliearctic,  visits  Northern  India  in  winter,  the 
other  is  Australian. 

I  -1587.  Tadorna  oomata.     The  Sheldrake. 

Anas  tadoms,  Lirm.  Sytt.  Nat.  i,  p.  193  (1766). 
Anas  cornuta,  S.  G.  (ImeJin,  Eeit.  ShuI.  ii.p.  186,  pi.  19  (1774). 
Tadonia  Tulpanser,  Flem.   Brit.  An.  p.  '122  (1828);    Bti/th,   Cat. 

p,  303;  Jm-don,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  794;  Sutler,  S.  F.  v,  pp.  217,  234; 

Sinuon,  Ibu,  1882,  p.  92. 
Tadoraa  cornuta,  Humi,  S.  F.  i,  p.  260 ;  vii,  p.  492  ;  id.  Cat.  no.  966; 

Httme  4-  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii.  p.  135,  pi. ;  Seid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  80; 

Ednt,  ibid.  p.  164;  M'Leod,  ibid,  p,  168;  FortutA,  ibid.  p.  169; 

Bamet,  Birdt  Bom.  p.  400 ;  Salt-adori,  Cat.  B.  M.  ixvii,  p.  171. 
Shdh-ehalnca,  Safaiil-Surkhdb,  Rararia,  II. ;  Kiiaji,  Sind. 


Fig.  107.— Bill  of  T.  coraula.  J. 
Coloratum.  Male.  Head  and  neck  deep  glossy  green  ;  a  broad 
white  collar  round  the  lower  neck,  follownd  by  a  broad  baud  of 
chestnut  round  the  upper  back  and  breast,  in  front  of  the  wings, 
interrupted  partly  or  wholly  in  front  by  a  dark  brown  or  black 
longitudinal  band,  which  passes  along  the  middle  of  the  breast  and 
abdomen  to  the  vent :  scapulars  bbck,  the  inner  partly  white  or 
vermicalated  with  black  and  white  ;  primaries  black ;  secondaries 
bright  metallic  green  on  the  outer  webs ;  tertiaries  chestnut  on 
outer  webs,  white  inside,  with  a  black  stripe  between  the  two 
colours ;  tail-feathers  white,  tipped  with  b!a<± ;  middle  and  lower 
back,  rump,  upper  tail-coverts,  sides  of  lower  breast,  and  abdomen 
white  ;  lower  tuil-coverts  dull  rufous. 

Females  are  duller  in  tint.     Young  birds  have  dull  dark  broun 
in  place  of  black,  and  dull  rufous  brown  for  chestnut. 

BiU  in  adults  blood-red ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  flesby-red  inclining 
to  crimson  (Jerdon). 

Length  of  male  24 ;  tail  4-2 ;  wing  13 ;  tarsus  2-2 ;  bill  from- 
gape  2-3.     Females  are  smaller,  wing  12. 
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Distribution.  The  north  temperate  parts  of  Europe  and  Asia,  in 
the  breeding-season  ;  Southern  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  Western 
Asia,  Northern  India,  Southern  China,  and  Japan  in  winter.  The 
Sheldrake  is  generally,  but  very  sparsely,  distributed  over  Northern 
India  in  the  cold  season  from  the  Indus  valley  to  Assam.  A  speci- 
men has  recently  been  obtained  by  Oates  from  Myitkyina  on  the 
Upper  Irrawaddy,  and  one  was  reported  in  the  'Asian '  for  28th 
November,  1890,  from  Meiktila,  also  in  Upper  Burma.  The  only 
places  in  India  where  Sheldrakes  are  fairly  common  are  near  the 
sea-coast  in  Sind,  and  on  some  of  the  larger  inland  broads  or 
shallow  lakes  like  the  Manchhar. 

Habits,  Sfc,  In  general  the  Sheldrake  is  a  sea-coast  bird,  living  • 
chiefly  on  mollusca,  small  Crustacea,  and  vegetable  matter.  It 
keeps  generally  singly  or  in  twos  or  threes,  rarely  in  flocks,  it 
walks  well  and  is,  as  a  rule,  found  on  shore.  Its  flesh  is  rank  and 
fishy.  It  does  not  breed  in  India ;  in  Europe  it  generally  lays  its 
eggs  in  holes,  often  in  rabbit  burrows. 

Oenus  CASABCA,  Bonap.,  1838. 

Very  similar  to  Tadoma^  but  the  bill  is  straighter  and  less 
concave  above ;  the  nail  less  hooked  beneath ;  tail  short,  rounded, 
of  14  feathers.  The  sexes  are  slightly  different.  Four  species  are 
recognized,  of  which  one  is  Indian. 

1588.  Casarca  rutila.     The  Ruddy  Sheldrake  or  Brahminy  Dude, 

Anas  casarca,  Linn,  St/H.  Nat.  iii,  App.  p.  224  (1768). 

Anas  rutila,  Pallas,  Nov.  Com,  Fetr<^.  xiv,  1,  p.  570,  pi.  22,  fig.  1 
(1770). 

Casarca  rutila,  Bonap,  Comp.  List  B.  Eur.  Sr  N,  Amer.  p.  66  (1838) ; 
Blyth,  Cat.  p.  308 ;  AdamSj  P.  Z.  S.  1858,  n.  509:  la'iQ,  p.  189 ; 
Jerdon,  B,  I.  iii,  p.  791 ;  StoliczkOf  J.A.S.  B.  xxxvii,  pt.  2,  p.  70; 
Blanf.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  73 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  \yV>.  260 ;  Adam^ 
ibid.  p.  401 ;  Hume  4*  Henders.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  296 ;  Hume^  N.  j* 
E.  p.  641 ;  Hume  8r  Dao.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  489 ;  Ball,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  232 ; 
Cripp»f  ibid.  p.  311 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  492;  id.  Cat.  no.  954;  Sculfy, 
S.  F.  viii,  p.  362  ;  Hume  »$•  Marsh.  GameB.  iii,  p.  123,  pi. ;  Butler, 
S.  F.  ix,  p.  437 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  80 ;  Davidson,  ibid.  p.  325 ; 
Hume,  ibid.  p.  417;  Taylor,  ibid.  p.  531;  Barnes,  Birds  Bern, 
p.  400;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  342  ;  St.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  179; 
SaliHtdori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  177. 

Tadorna  casarca,  Anders.  Yunnan  Exped,,  Aces,y.  699 ;  Legge,  Birdi 
Ceyl.  pp.  1070, 1222 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii.  p.  277 ;  Su^inh.  ^  Barnes, 
Ibts,  1885,  p.  137 ;  Oates  in  Humes  N.  Jf-  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  288. 

Chakica  (S ,  Chakwi  $ ,  Surkhdb,  Ldl,  H. ;  Mwtoh,  Sind ;  Bugri^ 
]^>ng. ;  Sarza,  Chakrawiik,yiHhr. ;  Baftana  Chillutta,  lei.;  KesarpancUa, 
Panda  hdnsa,  L'riya ;  Nir-batha,  Ntr-koli,  South  India ;  Hintha,  Burm. 

Coloration.  Male.  Head  and  neck  buff,  generally  rather  darker 
on  the  crown,  cheeks,  chin,  and  throat,  and  passing  on  the  neck 
into  the  orange-brown  or  ruddy  ochreous  of  the  body  above  and 
below.  A  black  collar  round  the  lower  neck  is  assumed  about 
March  and  disappears  as  a  rule  about  November.  Scapulars  like 
back ;  lower  back  and  rump  ochreous  and  black,  vermicolated ; 
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upper  tail-coverts,  tail,  aod  quills  black  ;  the  secoudaries  metallic 
green  and  bronee  od  their  outer  weba ;  inner  tertiaries  orange- 
brown  on  outer  webs,  grej  on  inner  ;  wing-corerts  whitiali  buff  : 
wing-lining  white ;  middle  of  lower  abdomen  to  rent  chestnut ;. 
lower  taiWoYerts  orange-brown  like  breast. 


^l^im 


Tig.  10e,-Head  of  C.  ralita.     i- 

Females  are,  as  a  rule,  duller  in  tint  and  the  head  whitish  or 
white ;  the  black  collar  is  always  wanting.  The  plumage  in  both 
sexes  varies  considerably  in  depth  of  tint. 

Bill,  l^B,  and  feet  black  or  blackish  ;  irides  dark  brown. 

Length  of  male  26 ;  tail  5 ;  wing  15 ;  tarsus  2'5 ;  bill  from- 
gape  2'3,     Females  are  smaller,  wing  13. 

Dittribulion.  The  Buddy  Sheldrake  is  a  migratory  bird,  breeding 
in  Southern  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  Western  and  Central  Asis. 
Great  numbers  breed  in  Ladiik  and  other  parts  of  Tibet,  also  in- 
Yarkand.  The  bird  is  a  winter  visitor  to  India,  arriving  about 
October,  and  leaving  Southern  India  in  March  and  Northern 
India  in  April,  a  few  pairs  remaining  later  in  each  case ;  it  is 
found  in  suitable  places  throughout  the  Peninsula,  except  un  the 
Malabar  coast.  It  is  of  rare  occurrence  in  Ceylon.  It  is  found  in 
Balnchiatan  and  Afghanistan,  Assam,  Manipur,  and  the  Irrawsddy 
valley,  but  not  in  Tenasaerim  nor  the  Malay  countries,  though  it 
is  met  with  in  China  and  Japan. 

Babiu,  4fc.  In  India  this  species  is  veiy  common  on  all  rivers  of 
any  size,  generally  sitting  in  pairs  on  the  sand  by  the  riverside 
during  the  day.  It  feeds  partly  on  grass  or  cropa  like  geese, 
partly  on  mollusca  and  Crustacea;  it  swims  well,  but  is  not  often 
seen  od  the  water.  The  story  that  is  told  of  its  eating  carrion  is 
very  improbable,  but  it  may  visit  carcases  in  order  to  feed  on 
insects.  Occasionally  the  pairs  collect  into  flocks,  but  this  is 
exceptional.  Birds  may  often  be  seen  about  tanks  or  marshes, 
but  rivers  are  th^r  regular  haunt,  by  day  or  night,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult, so  long  as  one  is  on  an  Indian  river,  to  get  out  of  sight  of 
these  birds  or  out  of  hearing  of  their  peculiar  clanging  bisyllabic 
call  or  alarm  cry,  which  is  uttered  frequently  on  the  slightest 
excuse.  The  Buddy  Sheldrake  in  Tibet  breeds  generally  in  May 
and  June  at  elevations  of  12,000  to  16,000  feet,  and  makes  a  nest 
in  a  hole,  usually  in  a  bank  or  cliff.  The  e^s  are  whito,  and 
measure  about  2-6  by  1'8.  The  young  when  hatched  appear  to  be 
carried  to  the  water  by  tb^r  parents. 
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No  saDctity  attaches  to  this  Sheldrake  in  India,  though  there 
are  many  traditions  relating  to  it,  but  in  Burma  it  is  regarded  u 
an  emblematic  bird,  and  deserving  of  especial  honour,  and  it  is 
said  to  be  sacred  in  Mongolia.  It  is  an  inferior  duck  for  the 
table. 


Oenus  D£in)BOCTCNA,  Swainson,  1837. 

Bill  of  moderate  size,  raised  at  the  base,  nearly  of  the  same 
breadth  throughout ;  nail  prominent,  suddenly  bent  down  ;  nostrils 
.about  one- third  the  distance  from  base  to  tip ;  wings  broad  and 
rounded :  tail  short,  rounded,  of  16  feathers ;  tarsus  long  and 
stout,  reticulated ;  feet  large. 

Nine  species,  distributed  throughout  the  tropical  regions  of  the 
world,  are  described  in  Salvadori's  British  Museum  Catalogue ;  of 
these  two  are  found  in  India.    They  are  not  truly  migratory. 


Key  to  the  Species. 

tnut ;  wing  about  7*6 
Jt,  Upper  tail-coverts  whitish ;  wing  about  9 D.fulvay  p 


/f.  Upper  tail-coverts  chestnut ;  wing  about  7*5 ....     JD,javamca,  p.  430. 

.  432. 


1589.  Dendrocycna  javanica.    TJie  Whistling  Teal, 

Anas  javanica,  Sors field,  Tr.  Linn,  Soc,  xiii,  p.  199  (1821). 
Anas  arcuata,  pt.,  llorsf.  ZooL  JRes.  Java,  text  of  pi.  05  (1824), 
Mareca  awsuree,  Sykes,  P.  Z.  S,  1832,  p.  168. 
Dendrocygna  arcuata,  apud  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  301 ;  id.  Ibis,  1865,  p.  39 ; 

1867,  p.  175 ;  Stoliczka,J.  A.  S.  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  255 ;  Humej  if.^E. 

p.  639;  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  260 ;  ii,  p.  315;  A.  Anderson,  Ibis,  1874, 

p.  222 ;    Wardl.  Rams.  Ibis,  1877,  p.  472 ;  Oates,  S.  F.  v,  p.  169 ; 

nee  Cuv. 
Dendrocygna  awsuree,   Jerdon,   B.    I.  m,  p.  789;    Qodto.^Aust, 

J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  275. 
Dendrocygna  JHvanicR,  Hume  (J-  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  486 ;  Dav.  ^  Wend, 

6*.  F.  vii,  p.  92 ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  2i^2  ;  Cripps,  ibid.  p.  811 ;  Hume,  CaL 

no.  952;  Doiy,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  372;  Leyge,  Birds   CVy/.  p.  1009; 

Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  109,  pi. ;   Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  92 ; 

BuUer,  iWtf.  p.  436  ;  Parker,  ibid.  p.  486 ;  id.  Ibis,  1883,  p.  194 ;  1886, 

p.  188 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  80;  Hutne,  ibid.  p.  417 ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii, 

p.  273 ;  Barnet,  Birds  liom.  p.  398 ;  Taylor,  S.  F.  x,  pp.  528, 531 ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  341 ;  Bamex,  Jour.  Bom.  N,  H.  Aoc.  i,  p.  61 ; 

vi,  p.  288 ;  Oates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed,  iii,  p.  284. 
Dendrocycna  javanica,   Salvadori,    Ann.  Mus.   Civ.   Cfen.  (2)  ir, 

p.  616 ;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  156. 

SUhi,  S'dhdhi,  II.;  Saral,  Shar*nl,  Be^ff' ;  HansraU,  Uriya;  HoruU^ 
Assam ;  Tinyi,  Manipur ;  Yerra  Chillula,  Tel. ;  Yerrundi,  Mai. ;  Chemba 
Tara,  Tam.  (Ceylon) ;  Saaru,  Taiia  Saaru,  Cing. ;  Si-sa-li,  Burm. 

Coloration.  Forehead,  crown,  and  nape  brown,  darker  behind, 
fulvous  or  rufescent  in  front ;  sides  of  head  (including  superdlia) 
and  the  upper  neck  very  light  brown,  almost  white  on  the  chin 
and  throat,  hind  neck  darker;  back  and  scapulars  dark  brown, 
with  broad  pale  transverse  rufous  tips  to  the  feathers ;  lower  back 
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and  rump  blackish;  smaller  and  median  wing-coTerts  chestnut, 
greater  coverts  and  quills  black ;  upper  tail-coverts  chestnut ; 
tail  dark  brown;  lower  parts  light  ferruginous,  becoming  pale 
yellowish  brown  on  the  upper  breast,  and  whitish  on  the  vent  and 
lower  tail-coverts ;  flanks  light  brown,  the  long  feathers  with  broad 
whitish  shaft-stripes. 

Younger  birds  have  the  underparts  throughout  very  light  brown. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  brownish  blue,  the  nail  of  the  bill  nearly 
black  ;  iris  brown ;  eyelids  bright  yellow  {Oaies). 

Length  17  ;  tail  2 ;  wing  7'5 ;  tarsus  1*75 ;  bill  from  gape  1'9. 


Fig.  IQQ.— "Redd  ot  D.  javanica,    J. 

Distrihution.  A  resident  almost  throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and 
Burma  in  suitable  localities ;  also  in  the  Andaman  and  Nicobar 
Islands,  Malay  Peninsula,  Siam,  Cochin,  Southern  China,  Sumatra, 
Borneo,  and  Java.  This  Duck  is  very  rare  or  wanting  in  the  Hima- 
layas and  the  Panjab  ;  it  is  of  course  absent  from  the  desert  region, 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  country  it  is  only  found  in  the  rains 
generally,  because  the  ponds  and  marshes  are  dry  at  other  times. 
It  does,  however,  move  about  considerably  at  different  seasons. 

SahiU^  6fc.  This  common  and  familiar  bird  is  chiefly  found 
about  well  wooded  and  weedy  ponds  and  marshes.  It  is  not 
generally  seen  on  rivers,  nor  on  large  open  pieces  of  water,  and 
it  delights  in  trees,  on  which  it  often  perches  and  roosts,  and 
mostly  makes  its  nest.  It  keeps  in  flocks,  sometimes  large,  during 
the  winter  and  spring,  and  these  flocks  are  well  known  to  duck- 
shooters  in  India,  for  they  fly  round  and  round  rather  slowly, 
uttering  their  peculiar  whistling  call,  long  after  all  other  ducks 
and  teal,  except  the  Cotton  Teal,  have  deserted  the  water. 
The  Whistling  Teal  breeds  in  most  parts  of  India  and  Burma  in 
.July  and  August :  it  either  makes  a  nest  of  sticks  in  a  tree,  occupies 
an  old  nest  of  a  crow,  heron,  or  cormorant,  or  builds  in  grass  or 
thorny  scrub  near  the  water's  edge.  In  Ceylon  the  breeding- 
season  varies,  being  from  June  to  August  in  the  south,  February 
to  April  in  the  north-west  of  the  island.  From  8  to  14  white 
eggs  (usually  10  to  12)  are  laid,  measuring  on  an  average  1*86  by 
1*49.  The  young  are  carried  down  to  the  water  in  the  claws  (or, 
according  to  some  observers,  on  the  backs)  of  the  old  birds.  The 
flesh  of  this  Teal  is  very  poor  eating.  Whistling  Teal  are  good 
swimmers  and  divers,  and  Mr.  Finn  has  observed  tbem  diving  for 
food  regularly  like  Pochards. 
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1590.  Beudrocycna  fnlva.     The  Large  Whistling  Teal. 

Anas  fulva,  Gmel.  Syst  Nat  i,  p.  530  (1788). 

Dendrocygma  major,  JerdoUf  Madr.  Jour,  L.  S,  xii,  p.  218  (1840) ;  id. 
Ill,  Ind.  Om.  pi.  23  ;  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  301 ;  Jerdm,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  790; 
Scktter,  P.  Z.  S.  1864,  p.  300;  1866,  p.  148:  Blyth,  Ibis,  1865, 
p.  30;  1867,  p.  175;  Hume,  N.  ^  A  v.  640;  James,  8,  F.  i, 
p.  421 ;  Hume  8c  Gates,  8.  F.  iii,  p.  193 ;  Fairhank,  8.  F.  iv, 
p.  264 ;  Butler,  8.  F  v,  p.  328. 

Dendrocygna  fulva,  Blyth,  Ibis,  1870,  p.  176  ;  8clat.  ^  Salv. 
P.  Z.  8.  1876,  p.  372 ;  Hume  ^  Dav.  8.  F.  vi,  p.  488 ;  Dar,  ^ 
Wend.  8.  F.  vii,  p.  92 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  492 ;  id.  Cat.  do.  953 ;  Hume 
4*  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  119,  pi.;  Butler,  8.  F.  ix,  p.  437; 
Parker,  ibid.  p.  487 ;  Reid,  8.  F.  x,  p.  80 ;  Eden,  ibid.  p.  164 :  Ta^or^ 
ibid.  pp.  528,  5:U  ;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  274 ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  399 ;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Sac.  vi,  p.  289 ;  Hume,  8,  F.  xi, 
p.  342 ;  OaUs  in  Hume's  N.  He  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  286. 

Dendrocycna  fulva,  8claUr,  P.  Z.  8.  1880,  p.  509 ;  8alvadon\  Cat. 
B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  149. 

Coloration,  Forehead  and  crown  brownish  ferruginous,  passing 
on  the  nape  into  a  black  stripe  that  extends  down  the  hind  neck, 
and  on  the  sides  into  the  doll  light  brown  with  pale  shaft-stripes 
of  the  rest  of  the  head  and  upper  neck ;  short  leathers  in  front 
and  at  sides  of  middle  neck  white  with  dark  brown  edges  and  bases  ; 
back,  scapulars,  rump,  and  tail  black,  the  feathers  of  the  upper 
back  and  scapulars  with  broad  pale  transverse  rufous  ends ;  medlian 
and  some  of  the  smaller  wing-coverts  dark  chestnut,  remainder  of 
the  wings  above  and  below  black ;  lower  neck  and  uuderparts 
rufous  ochraceous,  passing  into  cinnamon,  especially  on  the  flanks, 
where  the  longer  feathers  are  whitish  with  dark  brown  lateral 
edges ;  vent  and  upper  and  lower  tail-coverts  whitish. 

Bill  plumbeous  ;  irides  brown  ;  orbits  pale  livid ;  legs  and  feet 
dark  plumbeous  {Jerdon). 

Length  20 ;  tail  2 ;  wing  9 ;  tarsus  2*25 ;  bill  from  gape  2*4. 
The  females  are  rather  smaller. 

Distribution.  The  larger  W  histling  Teal  is  not  a  common  bird 
anywhere,  but  may  be  found  at  times  throughout  India  south  of 
the  Himakyas.  It  has  been  observed  in  Ceylon  by  Parker,  and 
by  Oates  and  Wardlaw  Bam  say  in  Pegu  and  Toungoo.  It  is, 
however,  very  rare  in  the  Madras  Presidency  and  the  Deccan,  and 
is  perhaps  commonest  in  Lower  Bengal.  To  the  westward  it  is 
found  in  Sind.  This  species  has  not  been  recorded  elsewhere  in 
Asia,  but  it  has  a  remarkable  range,  being  found  in  Africa  south 
of  the  Sahara,  Madagascar,  and  Central  and  South  America* 

Habits,  ^r.  Similar  to  those  of  D.  javaniea,  except  that  the  flight 
is  stronger  and  more  rapid ;  the  present  species  occurs  in  small 
flocks  and  often  perches  on  trees.  Very  little  is  known  of  the 
nidification,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  smaUer 
species.  E^gs  measure  about  2*18  by  1*7.  As  an  article  of  food 
this  Whistling  Teal  is  said  to  be  better  than  its  smaller  relative. 
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Genus  NETTOPUS,  Brandt,  1836. 

This  well-marked  genus,  containing  four  species — one  African, 
one  Indian,  and  two  Australian — is  distinguished  by  its  small  size 
and  short  goose-like  beak.  The  bill  is  very  high  at  the  base  and 
narrows  gradually  in  front ;  the  nostrils  are  small,  near  the  base, 
and  oval;  wings  pointed;  tail  short,  rounded,  of  12  feathers. 
Peet  placed  far  back  ;  hind  toe  with  a  narrow,  but  distinct  lobe. 
The  sexes  differ  but  little  in  winter,  but  in  the  breeding-season 
the  male  assumes  a  somewhat  brighter  and  more  distinctive  garb. 

Although  the  bill  is  shaped  somewhat  like  that  of  a  goose,  *'  Cotton 
Teal,"  as  they  are  called  in  India,  differ  widely  from  geese  in 
structure  and  habits.  Geese  feed  almost  entirely  on  land,  walk 
well,  are  rarely  seen  swimming,  and  seldom  dive,  whilst  members 
of  the  genus  Nettopus  are  very  poor  walkers  (though  by  no  means,. 
as  stated  by  some  writers,  unable  to  walk)  and  are  always  found 
on  the  water,  whether  feeding,  resting,  or  sleeping,  except  when 
they  perch  on  trees,  and  they  dive  freely.  Neither  in  flight, 
voice,  structure  of  the  trachea,  nidification,  nor  plumage  is  there 
any  resemblance  between  Anser  and  ^ietiopus. 


Fig.  110. — 'ResAoi  N,cor(yinand^ianu8.    ^. 

1591.  Kettopiis  coromandeUanns.    The  Cotton  Teal. 

Anas  coromandeliana,  Gm,  Syst,  Xat.  i,  p.  522  (1788). 

Anas  girra,  Gray  in  Uardw.  Ill  Ind.  Zool.  i,  pi.  68  (1830-32). 


iv,  p.  27  ;  Hume,  ibid,  p.  294 ;  Hume  Sf  Dav,  S,  F.  vi,  p.  486  ;  Ball, 

S,  P,  vii,  p.  231 ;  Ctnpps,  ibid.  p.  311 ;  Legge^  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1066; 

Vidal,  S.  F,  ix,  p.  92 ;  Simson,  Ibis,  1882,  p.  86 ;  Kelham,  ibid, 

p.  200 ;  Oates,   B.  B.  ii,  p.  272 ;   Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  397 ; 

Oates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  280;  F.  Finn,  P.  A.  S.  B. 

1897,  p.  81 ;  Baker,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  xi,  p.  191. 
Nettapus  coromandelicus,  Hume,  S,  F.  ii,  p.  315. 
Nettopus  coromandelianus,  Hume,  S.  F,  vii,  p.  491 ;  t'^.  Cat.  no.  951 ; 

Butler,  S.  F,  ix,  p.  436 ;  Hume  4i*  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii.  p.  101,  pi. ; 

Beid,  S,  F.  x,  p.  79 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  417 ;  Taylor,  ibid.  p.  531 ; 

Hume  <J-  Cripps,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  341  ;  Barnes,  Jour,  Bom.  S.  H.  Soc. 

vi,  p.  287  ;  Salvadori,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  68. 

The  White-bodied  Goose-Teal,  Jerdon.  Girri,  Girria,  Girja,  H. ; 
Our-marra,  Etawah ;  Ghanyariel^  Ghangani,  Deng. :  Bullia-hdns,  Dacca, 
Faridpur,  Sylhet;  Dandana,  Uriya;  Leniyet-perrigft,  Merom-derebet, 
Kol. ;  Ade,  Adla,  Ratnagiri  ;  Kcdagat,  Burmese.  Most  of  these  names 
are  imitations  of  the  bird's  cry. 

Coloration.  Male  in  sumtner.  Forehead  and  middle  of  crown 
extending  to  the  nape  dark  brown ;  remainder  of  head,  including 
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supercilis,  all  the  m-ek  ond  lower  plumage  white,  eAcciii  a  block 
collar,  gloBsed  with  green  behind,  all  round  the  lower  iieok  ;  upper 
p&rU  behind  the  neck  dark  brown,  glossed  with  metalHir  green  or 
purple,  especially  on  the  mantle  nnd  wiugs  ;  primaries  dark  brown 
on  basal  halves,  then  v  bite  with  the  tips  hlat-k,  seconJariea  like 
mantle  with  white  tips ;  upper  tail-covertfl  dark  brown,  with  uarron 
white  bars  and  mottling ;  sides  of  breait  and  flanks  white,  finely 
vermiciilated  witli  brown ;  wiDg-lining  aud  under  tail-coverts  dark 
chocolate-brown. 

In  wjnlor  tbe  male  loses  its  collar  and  resembles  the  Temale, 
except  that  it  retains  the  M'liit«  on  the  quills  and  nome  of  the    , 
green  gloss  on  the  mantle  and  wings. 

In  females  the  crown  and  a  line  through  the  lores  and  eye  on 
eocb  side  are  brown;  narrow  fori-heud  and  supereilia,  sides  of  bead 
below  eye,  neck,  and  louer  parts  white,  more  or  less  sullied  nud, 
on  the  head  and  neck,  speckled  with  brown  marks  tbat  become 
defined  wavy  lines  on  the  breast  and  neck ;  upper  parts,  wings, 
and  tail  brown;  secondaries  and  inner  primaries  tipiied  white: 
upper  tail-coverts  white  mixed  with  brown.  Young  birds  rf«ianble 
females  ;  nestlings  are  clad  in  down  of  a  blaekish-brown  tint  vrith 
white  stripes  and  spots. 

lu  breeding  males  the  bill  is  black,  iris  bright  red ;  legs,  toes, 
and  webs  black,  tarsus  aud  toes  at  sides  dusky  yellow ;  in  winter 
the  upper  mandible  is  brownish  and  the  lower  yellowish:  in 
females  the  bill  is  brown  above,  yellowish  below  ;  iris  brown  ;  legs 
and  toes  greenish  yellow  {Oala). 

Length  13;  tail  2'5 ;  wing  6-5;  tarsus  1;  bill  from  gape  l-l. 
Females  are  a  little  smaller. 

DUlribulion.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  India,  C*ylon.  and 
Burma,  also  the  Audauians,  Malay  Peninsula,  and  the  Malay 
countries  to  China,  tbe  Philippines,  Borneo,  Java,  and  Celebes. 
In  India  this  Teal  is  rare  in  ^labnr,  the  Bombay  Presidency,  and 
Kattywar.  and  wanting  in  tbe  desert  parta'of  Jtajputana,  in  Sind, 
and  the  Western  Punjab.  It  is  especially  common  in  Lower 
Bengal,  and  is  brought  to  the  Calcutta  market.,  accordingto  Hume, 
in  larger  numbers  thau  all  the  other  Bucks  together.  It  is  common 
in  Pegu  and  Northern  Ceylon,  rare  in  Tenasserim,  aud  generally 
most  abundant  in  well-wooded  country  with  numerous  small  ponds 
and  marshes,  not  in  forest  tracts. 

Hahitji,6[e.  "This  pretty  little  Goslet,"  as  Jerdonsays.  "frequents 
weedy  and  grassy  tanks  in  moderate  or  rather  laige  flocks,  flies  with 
great  rapidity,  uttering  a  peculiar  cackling  call,  and  is,  when  un- 
disturbed, very  familiar  and  unwary.  It  breeds  generally  in  old 
trees,  oft^n  at  some  distance  from  water,  occasionally  in  ruined 
houses,  temples,  old  chimneys,  aud  the  like,  hiying  eight  or  ten 
xmoll  white  eggs,"  It  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  bettisr  account 
in  the  same  space,  though  it  is  a  mistake  to  call  this  duck  a  goakt. 
Cotton  Teal  are  common  in  small  weedy  ponds  around  villages ;  they 
dive  well,  but  walk  badly  ;  their  call  somewhat  resembles  Hie  words 
"  Fis  bayonets,"  and  they  are  sometimes  known  by  that  name.  Tbe 
eggs  are  laid  in  July  and  August,  and  measure  about  1-7  t^Jtittti 


ANAS.  435 

Genus  ANAS,  Linn.,  1766. 

Bill  of  moderate  length,  but  little  higher  at  the  base,  flat 
anteriorly,  the  sides  parallel  or  nearly  so ;  nostril  about  a  quarter 
of  the  distance  from  the  forehead  to  the  end  of  the  bill ;  wings 
long  and  pointed,  a  metallic  speculum  formed  by  the  outer  webs 
of  the  secondary  quills  ;  tail  leather  pointed,  of  18  or  20  feathers  ; 
tarsus  shielded  in  front,  hind  toe  with  a  small  narrow  lobe. 

The  species  of  this  genus  and  its  near  allies,  such  as  the  Gad- 
wall  and  the  Teals,  have  a  habit  of  feeding  on  the  bottom  in  shallow 
water,  with  the  hinder  half  of  their  bodies  sticking  up  vertically 
above  the  water.     None  of  the  Pochards  do  this. 

To  this  cosmopolitan  genus  17  species  are  referred  by  Salvadori ; 
only  two  are  Indian,  and  these  two  differ  in  characters  that  are 
often  regarded  as  generic. 

Key  to  the  Species. 

a.  Sexes  different ;  speculum  purple-blue  . .     A.  boscaSf  p.  435. 

b.  Sexes  alike ;  speculum  green    A,  poscilorhynchus,  p.  436. 

1592.  Anas  boscas.    The  Mallard, 

Anas  boschas,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat,  i,  p.  206  (1766) ;  Theobald,  J.  A.  8,  B, 
xxiii,  p.  602 ;  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  303 ;  Adams,  P.  Z.  S,  1858,  p.  510 ; 
1859,  p.  190;  Jerdon,  B,  I.  iii,  p.  798;  Biyth,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  176; 
Bume,  N.^Rip.&i2',id.S,  F,  i,  p.  261 ;  vii,  pp.  67,  492 ;  id. 
Cat.  no.  958 ;  JSutler,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  437 ;  Barnes^  Birds-  Bom. 
p.  402. 
•  Auas  boscas,  WTiarton,  Ibis,  1879,  p.  453 ;  id.  S.  F.  viii,  p.  499 ; 
Hume  <S*  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  151,pl. ;  Biddtdph, Ibis^  1881,  p.  99  ; 
Scully,  ibid.  p.  692  ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  81 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  344 ; 
Oates  in  Hume's  N.  8f  JS.  2nd  ed.  ill,  p.  288 ;  Saloadori,  Cat.  B.  M. 
xxvii,  p.  189. 

NilsiTf  Nir-ruyi,  H. ;  Lily  S  j  Lilyahi  J ,  Nepal. 

Coloration,  Male  after  autumnal  mxmlt.  Head  and  upper  neck 
glossy  emerald-green ;  a  white  ring,  slightly  interrupted  behind, 
round  the  lower  neck,  followed  by  a  broad  gorget  of  deep  chestnut, 
covering  most  of  the  breast ;  upper  back  and  scapulars  finely 
vermiculated  white  and  brown,  some  outer  scapulars  tinged  with 
chestnut ;  middle  of  back  dark  brown,  lower  back  black ;  rump, 
upper  tail-coverts,  and  the  four  middle  tail-feathers  the  same, 
glossed  with  purple  or  green,  and  the  four  middle  rectrices  curled 
upwards  at  the  ends ;  rest  of  tail-feathers  white,  greyish  brown 
near  the  shafts  ;  quills  dark  brown,  the  secondaries  white-tipped, 
their  outer  webs  anteriorly  metallic  purple,  with  a  subterminal  black 
band ;  tertiaries  greyish  brown,  tinged  on  outer  webs  with  chest- 
nut ;  wing-coverts  brown,  greater  secondary  coverts  with  a  white 
subterminal  band  and  black  tips ;  wing-lining  white ;  abdomen 
and  flanks  white,  finely  vermiculated  with  brown;  lower  tail-coverts 
velvety  black. 

2^2 
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After  the  breeding  season  the  drake  moults  in  June  into  a 
plumage  like  that  of  the  female :  when  the  body-moult  is  complete^ 
the  bird  loses  its  quills  and  is  for  a  time  unable  to  fly.  The 
ordinary  male  plumage  is  reassumed  by  a  second  moult  in 
September. 

Female,  Brown  above,  the  feathers  edged  with  buff ;  scapulars 
and  feathers  of  upper  back  with  concentric  buff  bands ;  sides  of 
head  paler  than  crown,  chin  and  throat  brownish  buff,  unspotted; 
wing  as  in  male  ;  underparts  buff,  with  brown  centres  to  feathers, 
upper  breast  browner;  tail-feathers  brown,  with  whitish-buff 
edges. 

Nail  of  bill  black,  remainder  of  upper  mandible  generally  dull 
olive,  yellower  at  base ;  irides  brown ;  legs  and  feet  orange-red. 
Sometimes  the  bill  in  females  is  black  on  the  culmen,  elsewhere 
orange-yellow  (Hume).  Tail-feathers  20  in  the  male,  18  in  the 
female. 

Length  of  males  24 ;  tail  3*5 ;  wing  11 ;  tarsus  1*8 ;  bill  from 
gape  2*6.     Females  are  smaller  :  wing  10 ;  tail  3*3  ;  tarsus  1"6. 

Distribution.  Resident  throughout  the  temperate  regions  of  the 
northern  hemisphere,  and  breeding  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  America, 
some  birds  migrating  to  the  southward  in  winter.  The  Mallard 
breeds  in  the  Himalayas,  and  especially  in  Kashmir,  where  it  is 
resident,  and  is,  in  winter,  common  in  the  Western  Punjab  and 
Sind,  not  uncommon  in  the  North-west  Provinces,  Oudh,  and 
Behar,  and  of  occasional  occurrence  in  Ouzerat,  the  Central  Indian 
Agency,  the  Deccan,  Bengal,  and  Northern  Burma,  but  unknown 
in  Southern  India,  Ceylon,  Pegu,  and  Tenasserim. 

Habits,  4'c.  This,  the  common  wild  duck  of  Western  Europe,, 
is  generally  found  in  flocks,  small  or  large  ;  it  haunts  rivers,  brooKs, 
lakes,  marshes,  or  sea-coasts,  and  lives  chiefly  on  vegetable  food, 
though  it  occasionally  feeds  on  Crustacea,  moUusca,  frogs,  or  fish. 
In  the  Punjab  it  is  common  on  the  banks  of  rivers.  It  is  a  swift 
flyer,  a  fair  walker,  and  an  excellent  swimmer  and  diver.  It 
breeds  in  Kashmir  in  May  and  the  first  half  of  June,  and  lays  six 
to  twelve  greenish-white  eggs,  measuring  on  an  average  2'23  by 
1*6,  in  a  nest  of  dried  grass  or  flag,  lined  with  a  little  down.  The 
Mallard  is  one  of  the  best  of  all  ducks  for  eating,  and  is  the 
original  source  from  which  tame  ducks  are  derived. 

1593.  Anas  poecilorhyncha.     The  Sj^otted-billed  Duck, 

Anas  poecilorhyncha,  Ford,  in  Peiinnnt^  Ind.  Zool.  p.  23,  t.  xiii,  fig.  1 
(1781) ;  Gray  in  Hardu\  III.  Ind.  Zool.  i,  pi.  67 ;  Bh/th,  Cat. 
p.  304 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  799 ;  Blyth,  Birds  Burm.  p.  165 ; 
Hume  Si"  Dav.  S.  F.  vi,  p.  489 ;  Anders.  Yvnfuin  Ea^ped.j  Aves^ 
p.  699  ;  Dav.  ^;  Wend.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  92  ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  232  ;  Httme, 
tbid.  p.  492 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  959 ;  Doig,  S.  F,  viii,  p.  372 ;  Hume 
8f  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  1(55,  pi. ;  Butler,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  437;  Legge, 
Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1073 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  81  ;  Davidson,  ibid.  p.  825 ; 
Davison,  ibid.  p.  418 ;  C.  J.  W.  Taylor,  ibid.  p.  4(36 ;  J.  H.  Taylor ^ 
ibid,  pp.  528,  531 ;  Gates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  282 ;  Barnes^  Birds  iotn 
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p.4QS;  id.  Jour.  Bom.  X.  H.  Soc.  i,  p.  61 ;   vi,  p.  290 ;  Salvadori, 
Ann.  Miu.   Civ.  Gen.  (2)  ir,  p.  616;    Humt,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  344; 
OaUi  in  Humtt  N.  ^-  E.  l>ud  ed.  iii,  p.  289 ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M. 
xxrii,  p.  209. 
Anaa  poekilorbvncliB,   Gnul.  Si/ii.  Xat.  i,  2,  p.  535(1788);  Hume, 
A^.  ^  E.  p.  ftia  i  id.  S.  F.  i,  p.  ■»(!1 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  402 ;  Butler  * 
Bimu,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  29. 
Garvt-pai,  Bata,  Gugrat,  H. ;  Hnajur,  Sind;  A'addun,  Nepal  Tersi; 
.Eara,  Manipur ;   Vmit-be,  Burmese. 


Fig.  HI.— Bill  of^.  pacUcrhyncha.     j. 

Coloration.  Forehead  aud  crown,  and  a  broad  band  on  each  side, 
including  lores  and  eye,  dork  brown  with  pale  streaks  ;  superciliary 
bands,  sides  of  head,  and  all  the  neck  trhitish,  with  minute  hrown 
streaks,  passing  on  the  lower  neck  into  larger  brown  spots  ;  chin 
and  throat  immaculate ;  upper  back  and  scapulars  brown,  with 
pale  edges  to  the  feathers  ;  lower  back,  rump,  upper  and  under 
tail-coverts,  and  tail  black,  a  slight  glow's  of  metallic  green  on  the 
rump  and  upper  tail-coverts;  quills  dark  brown,  outer  webs  of 
«eoondaries  metallic  green,  cbangiug  to  purple,  with  a  subterminal 
black  band  and  narrow  white  tip  ;  outer  webs  of  tertiaries  white ; 
greater  coverts  with  a  broad  subterminal  white  band  and  black 
tip ;  smaller  and  median  coverts  brown,  pale  ton'ards  edge  of 
wing ;  wing-lining  white ;  breast  and  abdomen  white  or  fulvous 
white,  with  brown  centres  to  feathers  forming  spots;  lower  abdomen 
dark  brown.     Sexes  alike. 

Bill  black,  base  of  upper  mandible  orange,  tip  of  both  mandibles 
{except  the  nail,  which  is  generally  black  in  part)  yello^  to  orange ; 
irides  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  orange  to  vermilion,  the  latter  in  old 
males.     Bectrices  18  in  females,  and  apparently  :iO  in  males  *. 

Length  about  24;  tail  4-1  ;  wing  11  ;  tarsus  1-9  ;  bill  from 
gape  2-5.     Females  are  rather  less  in  size:  wing  10. 

*  I  nui  Snd  but  ooe  mule  apecimrn  with  the  titil  perfnTt.  Thii  akin  u 
d>(«d  AuguM  l*t,  snd  bIiowi  iiu  ai^  of  moultiDir.  It  hu  nerer  been  uMr- 
taiofd  wliether  the  dmke  of  lbi>  sprciaa  moults  sner  breeding.  It  is  efidently 
■dTuitBgeoua  for  drakrs  that  wrnir  a  gaudf  plumage  in  the  nuptial  aeaaoa  to 


Digfi-ifnUiati.  Beaident  throughout  IndiBsouthof  the Himalavns, 
and  ic  Assam,  Mntiipur,  the  Upper  Irrawaddy  Valley  above  Man- 
dalay,  and  the  Shan  States,  but  not  known  to  occur  in  Pegu  or 
Tenasserim.  This  Duck  is  found  in  Ceylon,  hut  is  not  common. 
It  has  not  been  mot  ^th  outside  the  Indian  Empire. 

Hahiit,  ijr.  The  Spotted-billed  Duck,  Bometimes  called  the  Grev 
Duck,  is  a  freshwater  bird,  generally  met  with  on  tanks  and 
swamps  in  small  parties  of  from  six  to  a  doKen  in  the  winter,  and 
in  pairs  in  the  breeding-season.  The  food,  flight,  and  voice  differ 
but  litlle  from  those  of  the  Mallard,  and  A.  jurcilorhijnelia  is,  in  the 
cold  season,  an  eseellent  bird  lor  the  table.  The  breeding-seoaon 
varies  with  locality,  but  in  Northern  India  generally  it  is  ^m 
July  to  September.  The  nest,  of  grass  or  rushes,  is  usually  in 
low  dense  cover  near  wafer,  occasionally  on  a  low  branch  of  a  tree ; 
the  eggs  are  greyish  white,  8  to  12  in  number,  and  measure  2-IS 
by  1-70. 

Genus  EUNETTA,  Bonap.,  1856. 

The  generic  characters  are  conGned  to  the  male,  and  are  the 
presence  of  a  busby  nuchal  cr^'st,  elongate  sickle-shaped  tertiaries. 
and  long  upper  and  under  tail-cocerts  eijualling  or  exceeding  the 
tail-feathers  in  length.    Fourteen  rectrices. 

Sexes  distinct.  Females  do  not  diSer  in  structure  from  those  of 
^ettium.     A  single  species. 

1594.  Ennrtta  falcata.     77(r  Crrtfefl  or  FalenUd  Teal. 
Anns  falcaW.  Grm-gi,  Seise  Rim.  Itelc/m,  i,  p.  187  (I77ft) ;  MeLeed, 

S.  F.  I,  p.  IG3 
Qaerquedula  fnlcau,  G.  R.  Gray,  Gni.  D.  iii,  p.  Olfi ;  Hvme.  8.  F. 

iv,  p.  22fi;    vii,  p.  iU:  vlii.  p.  411;  Amlrr».   Yumuin  Erped., 

Avei,  p.  701  i  ffwHii-,  Cat.  no.  906  bis ;  Jfume  ^  Manh.  Gamr  B. 

iii,  p.  231,  pi.  :  Me!d,  S.  F.  x,  p.  84. 
Eunetta  falcnta,  Sotiap.   C.   R.  iliii,  p,  ftW;  Salvadnri,  Cat.  3.  M. 

ixvii,  p.  218. 
Eala  Sinkhur,  U.  (Oudh,  te»te  Reid). 

Coloration.  Male.  A  white  spot  on  the  forehead,  crown  chestnut! 
a  hand  round  the  nape  from  «ye  to  eye.  including  the  mane-like 
crest- feathers,  mflallic  green  ;  lores  and  cheeks  coppery  bronze ; 
chin,  throat,  and  fore  neck  white,  followed  by  a  dark  green 
coUar,  and  below  that  again  a  white  ring  round  the  lower  nock  : 
feathers  of  upper  back  concentrically  marked  with  grey  and  white 
bars  which  pass  on  the  scapulars  into  fine  vermiculation  ;  a  jet^ 

eicluuigp  tba  satoe  for  tbs  mora  sober  lirer^  of  tbe  femnle  when  nniitiliK  ber 
to  late  disrjte  of  the  voung ;  but  in  Itie  case  of  tiie  present  ipwies,  and  of 
Others  in  which  tlie  Mies  arc  liniilarlf  attirtd  tlirouglioul  1-lie  ymr.  lher4  ia  no 
reason  for  the  douMe  moult.  It  a  much  to  be  de«in>d  thnt  fhu  quwtjon  chootd 
be  cleared  up  by  the  iiresrarnilion  of  dated  ■Ititls  of  botb  seiea  ealleded  at 
intervals  of  about  a  month  (in  tbe  breed ing-setiBun  and  immedinlely  after, 
about  ■  fortnight)  throughout  tbe  jrear. 


black  patch  formed  by  the  tips  o(  some  of  the  outer  scapulars ; 
longer  seaputars  with  white  edges  ;  lower  back  and  rump  brown, 
shorter  upper  tail-coTerts  vermiculated,  grey  and  white,  longer 
coverts  velvety  black,  glossed  with  green  ;  tnil-feathers  brown ; 
primaries  greyish  brown,  outer  webs  of  secondaries  black  glossed 
with  green,  especially  on  the  inner  feathers  ;  the  falcate  tertiaries 
black,  slightly  glossed  with  green,  the  shafts  whit«,  and  the  outer 
edge  grey,  a  light  brown  terminal  shaft-stripe  ;  wtug-coverts  grey, 
passing  into  white  on  the  larger  coverts ;  breast  and  abdomen 
white,  the  breast  with  broad  crescentic  dark  brown  bands  that 
break  up  on  the  abdomen  and  pass  on  the  sides  and  flanks  into 
narrow  vermiculate  bars  ;  lower  tail-coverts  black  in  the  middle, 
with  a  large  bnff  patch  on  each  side,  separat«d  from  a  white  spot 
on  the  lower  flanks  by  black.  After  the  breeding-season  the  male 
moolts  into  a  plumage  much  like  that  of  the  female. 


Fig,  1 12,— Head  of  E.  falcala.     J. 

Femalt.  Head  and  neck  brown  streaked  with  whitish,  much 
paler  beneath ;  back  and  scapulars  brown,  with  concentric  pale 
rufous  bands ;  lower  back  and  rump  blackish :  upper  tail-coverts 
brown,  with  concentric  pale  bands  ;  tail-feathers  brown ;  quills 
brown  ;  speculum  black,  slightly  glossed  with  green  ;  wing-coverts 
greyish  brown,  with  pale  edges,  especially  the  greater  coverts; 
upper  breast  and  sides  riul!  rufous,  with  concentric  brown  bars; 
abdomen  whitish,  with  a  few  bars  or  spots;  under  tail-coverts 
rnfescent,  with  brown  marks. 

Bill  black  in  the  male,  greenish  black  in  the  female;  irides 
brown  ;  legs  and  feet  drab  with  an  olive  tinge  (Hwat). 

Length  ot  male  20;  tnil  3;  wing  10;  tarsus  1-5;  hill  from 
gape  2-1.     Females  are  smaller  :  wing  9. 

The  female  of  this  specii-a  may  be  distinguished  from  other  forma 
by  its  speculum. 

DittAimlion.  A  common  migratory  bird  of  Eastern  Asia,  rarely 
met  with  to  the  westward  and  in  Europe,  but  an  occasional  winter 
visitor  to  Northern  India,  individuals  having  been  recorded  from 
Bab^walpur,  Karniil,  Ferozepore,  Delhi,  Lucknow  (several  speci- 
mens), Purneah,  probably  the  Calcutta  bazaar,  and  Upper  Burma 
near  Bhdmo. 
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Genus  CHAULELASMIJS,  Gray  apud  BoDap.,  1838. 

This  is  a  genus  generally  admitted,  but  distinguished  from  Asuu 
by  characters  of  secondary  importance.  The  bill  is  similar  in  shape, 
though  smaller,  and  the  lamellae  are  more  developed.  The  speculum 
is  black  and  white.     Tail  of  16  feathers. 

One  species  with  a  wide  range  occurs  in  India.  The  only  other 
species  referred  to  the  genus  is  very  little  known. 

1595.  Chaulelasmus  strepems.    The  GadwaU. 

Anas  strepera,  Linn,  Si/st.  Nat.  i,  p.  200  (1766) ;  Blyth,  Birds 
Bunn,  p.  166 ;  Fairbank,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  264 ;  ScuUy,  Ibis,  1881, 
p.  592. 

Chauliodus  strepera,  Swains.  Jour.  Roy.  Inst,  ii,  p.  19  (1831) ; 
Jerdon,  Madr.  Jour.  L.  S.  xii,  p.  220. 

Chaulelasmus  streperus,  Bonap.  Comp.  List  B.  Eur.  8f  N.  Amer.  p.  56 
(1838)  ;  Btyth,  Cat.  p.  804 ;  Jerdon,  B.  I.  ill,  p.  802 ;  Godw.-Aust. 
J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  275  ;  Stoliczka,  J.  A,  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2, 
p.  255  ;  Hume  ^  Henders.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  296 ;  Hume,  S.  F,  i, 
p.  261 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  402 ;  ButJer,  S.  F  iv,  p.  29 ;  Davids.  ^ 
Wend.  S.  F.  vii,  p.  92 ;  BaU,  ibid.  p.  232 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  493 ; 
id.  Cat.  uo.  961 ;  Scullu,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  362 ;  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game 
B.in,  p.  181,  pi.;  Vtdal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  92;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  488; 
Beid,  S,  F.  x,  p.  82  ;  Davidson,  ibid.  p.  325  ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  418  ; 
Taylor,  ibid.  p.  531 ;  Oates^  B.  B.  p.  28.J ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom. 
p.  405 ;  Hume,  S.  F  xi,  p.  345 ;  JSt.  John,  Ibis,  1889,  p.  179 ; 
Salcadori,  Cat,  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  221. 

Mila,  Bhuar,  Beykhur,  Y\. ;  Peinq-hdus,  Ben<^. ;  Mail,  Nepal ;  Burd, 
Sind. 


Fig.  1  la  -  Bill  of  ( '.  strejyentis.     J. 

Coloration.  Male.  Head  and  neck  greyish  white,  speckled  with 
brown,  crown  chiefly  brown  ;  a  slight  dark  band  running  back  from 
<jach  eye  ;  lower  neck  and  upper  back  dark  lirown,  with  concentric 
whitish  bars ;  scapulars  brow  u,  most  of  them  vermiculated  with 
white  or  fulvous,  the  longest  not  vermiculated,  pale-edged ;  lower 
back  brown,  sometimes  vermiculated,  passing  into  black  on  the 
rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  ;  tail-feathers  and  quills  greyish  brown, 
outer  webs  of  middle  secondaries  black,  of  last  two  or  three  white, 
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forming  a  speculum  ;  smaller  wing-coverts  brown,  median  chestnut, 
greater  velvety  black  ;  wing-lining  and  lower  parts  white,  the  upper 
breast  with  crescentic  brown  bars,  sides  and  flanks  with  narrow 
wavy  brown  bars ;  lower  abdomen  with  dusky  markings ;  under 
tail-coverts  black.  After  the  breeding-season  the  drake  assumes 
female  plumage. 

Female.  Head  and  neck  streaked  brown  and  white,  brown  pre- 
dominating above,  white  beneath ;  upper  parts  dark  brown,  with 
rufous-buii'  edges  to  feathers  ;  rump  blacker ;  wings  as  in  the 
male,  except  that  the  chestnut  is  wanting  or  confined  to  a  few  of 
the  median  wing-coverts  ;  breast  pale  rufous,  spotted  with  brown ; 
abdomen  white.  In  young  birds  the  lower  parts  are  spotted 
throughout. 

Bill  in  male  black  or  brownish,  reddish  or  yellow  on  the 
lower  mandible;  in  female  brownish  orange,  blackish  on  the 
tip  and  culm  en ;  irides  brown ;  legs  yellowish  brown  to  dull 
orange. 

Length  of  male  20  ;  tail  3-4 ;  wing  10*5 ;  tarsus  1*5 ;  bill  from 
gape  2*1.     Pemales  are  smaller :  wing  9*5. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere, breeding  in  the  temperate  zone  and  migrating  in  winter 
to  the  southward.  The  Gadwall  is  common  from  October  to 
March  throughout  Northern  India,  from  the  Punjab  and  Sind  to 
Assam,  Manipur,and  in  Upper  Burma;  but  it  has  not  been  observed 
in  Pegu  or  Tenasserim,  nor  in  the  Peninsula  of  India  south  of 
Mysore,  nor  in  Ceylon. 

Habits^  ^c.  Gad  walls  are  common  Ducks  in  Northern  India, 
and  may  be  found  in  small  or  large  flocks  wherever  there  are 
rivers,  tanks,  or  marshes,  but  they  do  not  in  general  resort  to  the 
fiea-coast.  Their  call  and  food  are  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
Mallard,  and  their  flight  is  rather  more  rapid.  They  are  not  known 
to  breed  within  our  limits.     As  a  rule  they  are  good  to  eat. 


Genus  NETTIUM,  Kaup,  1829. 

This  genus,  containing  the  Common  Teal  and  some  allied  species, 
differs  from  Anas  in  having  a  smaller  number  of  tail-feathers, 
14  or  16  as  a  rule,  in  the  narrower  bill,  and  in  the  smaller  size  of 
the  birds.  The  differences  from  Chauldasnius  and  Mareca  are 
also  slight. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Sexes  different  in  plumage. 

a\  Secondaries  bronze-green  near  coverts,  black 

towards  ends    iV.  formosum,  p.  442. 

b',  Onter  secondaries  black,  inner  green N,  crecca,  p.  443. 

b.  Sexes  ahke. 

c'.  Out*»r  web  of  Ist  secondary  white,  of  7th-9th 

bronze,  of  others  black  * iV.  Mi^are,  p.  444. 
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1596.  Nettiiim  formosnm.     The  Baikal  Teal  or  Clucking  Teal, 

Anas  formosa,  Georgi,  Reise  Buss.  Beichf  p.  168  (1775). 

Anas  glocitans,  Pallas,  Kon,  Svensk.  Vet.^Ak.  Handl,  xl,  p.  26,  pL  i 

(1779). 
Querquedula  glocitans,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  305  ;  Jerdon,  B,  I,  iii,  p.SOd^ 

Hume,  S,  F»  viii,  p.  412. 
Querquedula  formosa,  Hume,  S.  F.  \n,  p.  494 ;  viii,  p.  494 ;  id.  Cat, 

no.  966 ;  Hume  8f  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  225,  pi. ;  Bamee,  Birds 

Bom,  p.  411. 
Nettion  lormosum,  Salvadori,  Cat.  B,  M,  xxvii,  p.  240. 

Coloration,  Male.  Forehead  and  crown,  a  band  from  beneath 
the  eye  to  the  throat,  chin  and  throat  black,  the  crown-feathers 
often  with  brown  tips ;  a  crescentic  green  band  from  eye  to  eye 
round  the  nape,  widening  behind ;  three  black  streaks  from  behind 
it,  one  on  the  hind  neck  and  one  on  each  side,  the  latter  converging 
but  not  meeting  below ;  sides  of  head  and  upper  neck  bufP,  the 
two  areas  meeting  behind  the  throat  across  the  fore  neck,  but 
each  divided  by  the  black  line  from  the  eye ;  narrow  borders  ta 
all  black  areas  on  head  and  neck  white ;  back,  shorter  scapulars, 
sides  of  breast,  and  flanks  very  finely  vermiculated  with  dark 
grey  and  white ;  longer  scapulars  lanceolate,  the  outer  webs  rufous 
outside,  black  inside,  inner  webs  silky  brownish  white;  inter- 
scapulars (sometimes  the  middle  of  the  upper  back  also)  brown, 
the  feathers  pale-edged;  lower  back  and  rump  e;reyer;  upper 
tail-coverts  brown,  with  whitish  edges  inside;  tail-feathers  and 
quills  dark  brown,  speculum  formed  by  outer  webs  of  secondaries, 
greenish  bronze  near  the  coverts,  then  black  and  with  pure  white 
tips,  tertiaries  with  some  velvety  black  on  the  outer  webs, 
narrowly  bordered  by  brownish  buff;  wing-coverts  brown,  the 
greater  secondary  coverts  with  rufous  tips ;  breast  pale  brownish 
vinous  with  small  round  black  spots  ;  on  each  side  of  the  breast  is 
a  transverse  white  band  just  under  the  bend  of  the  wing ;  abdomen 
white ;  under  tail-coverts  black,  with  pale  reddish-brown  outer 
edges,  the  longest  coverts  whitish. 

Female,  Upper  parts,  wings,  and  tail  brown,  with  paler  edges  to 
the  feathers,  crown  darkest ;  speculum  as  in  the  male,  but  the 
rufous  and  bronze-green  bands  duller ;  a  buff  spot  on  each  side  of 
the  head  in  front  of  the  lores,  another  under  each  eye ;  sides  of 
head  and  neck  buff  or  pale  rufous  speckled  with  brown  ;  lower 
parts  white,  except  lower  fore  neck  and  upper  breast,  which  are 
light  rufous  brown  with  dark  brown  spots. 

Bill  dark  bluish  brown ;  irides  chestnut-brown ;  feet  light 
greyish  blue.     Tail-feathers  14. 

Length  15*5 ;  tail  3*1 ;  wing  8*25 ;  tarsus  1*4 ;  bill  from  gape 
1'9.     Female  rather  less. 

The  female  may  be  distinguished  from  that  of  N,  crecca  by  ita 
speculum  and  by  the  whitish  loral  spot. 

Distribution,  Chiefly  Eastern  Siberia,  China,  and  Japan,  breeding 
in  the  north  of  the  area ;  an  occasional  straggler  is  found  in 
Western  Asia  or  in  Europe.     Only  a  few  cases  of   this  bird's- 
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occurrence  in  India  bave  been  recorded.  A  male  wna  obtained  in 
the  Calcutta  bazanr  by  Bl;th  in  1844,  another  by  Mr.  Chill  near 
Delhi  in  November  1879,  &  tbird  by  Mr.  E.  James  in  Sind,  and  a 
fourth,  probably  of  tbis  species,  by  Col.  McMast«r  in  the  Xortbern 
Circan.  The  bird  Je  also  said  to  have  been  seen,  or  its  peculiar 
loud  clucking  note  heard,  in  other  place?,  but  specimena  ha»e  not 
been  kept  for  comparison. 

1597.  Nettinm  creccs.     The  Common  Teal. 

Anas  creccR,  Zmn.  Sytt.  A'n(.  i,  p.  204 ;  BlulA,  Birdt  Burm.  p.  166 

Legge,  Birds  Ceyl.  p.  1063 ;  Scully,  Jbh,  1881,  p.  593. 

'  Querquedulft  crecca,  BlyOi,  Cat.  p.  305;  Jerdim.  B.  I.  iii,p.80e; 

Stoiinka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p-  255 ;  Hume  St  Hendert.  Lah. 

1^   v„,K    »    iNvr .    D__,.    >    !■   :    »    Olio .    J  j-„    :tij   ..  tnn . 


to  Tark.  p.  29T ;  Hmx,  S.  F.  i,  p.  202;  Adam,  i6id.  p.  402; 
BidUr,  S.  F,  iv,  p.  30 ;  v,  p.  234 ;  J£»me  4'  Dor.  S.  F  vi,  p.  48r 
A«der».  Yunnan  Exped.,  Ares,  p.  700 :  David:  ^  Wend.  S.F.\ 


p.  03 ;  Bail,  ibid.  p.  2.12 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  404 ;  uf.  Cat.  no.  964 ; 

Setilly;S.F.  Tiii,p.d63;  Hume  j-  .Varih.  Game  B.m,  p.  205,  pi. ; 

Sidd«lph,  Ibii,  1881,  p.  100 ;  StrifiAM,  Ibit,  1882,  p.  124  ;  Vidal, 

S.  F.  is,  p.  93 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  438 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  s,  p.  ai ;  Daviton, 

ibid.  p.  418 ;  C.  J.  W.  Taylor,  ibid.  p.  467  ;   Oatet,  B.  B.  u,  p.  285 ; 

Bama,  Birdt  Bom.  p.  400 ;  Sumf,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  346. 
Kettifm  creccB,  Kanp,  XalArl.  Hyet.  p.  95  (1829)  ;  Saliadori,  Cat. 

B.  M.  ixvii,  p.  243. 
Ckt>ta   Mtirgh^i,   Eerra,   Lohya    Kerra,    pKtari,    Souchurulca,    H. ; 
Naroib,  Tuisiabiffri,  Ikng. ;  BaiyUagairi,  NepRl ;  Kardo,  Sind ;  KUloicai, 
Tam.  ;  Sorlai-haki,  Cdn. 


Fig.  114.— H™d  of  a:  cre,ai.     j. 

Coloration.  Male.  Head  and  upper  neck  chestnut :  a  broad 
metallic-green  band  on  each  side  running  back  from  the  eve,  a 
bnff  line  from  the  side  of  the  chin  passing  in  front  of  the  lores 
and  thence  back  to  the  eye,  where  it  divides,  and  one  branch  runs 
above  the  green  band,  the  other  below ;  chin  and  a  narrow  baud 
in  front  of  tbe  loral  buS  line  black  or  blackish  brown  ;  louer  neck 
all  round,  upper  back,  inner  ecapulars,  and  sides  of  the  body 
narrowly  barred  with  black  and  white;  outer  scapulars  bufi, 
broadly  and  diagonally  edged  on  the  outer  ueb  with  black  ;  lower 
back  and  rump  brown,  frequently  with  traces  of  barring;  upper 
tail-coverts  black  with  fulvous  edges ;  tail  and  wing-feathers 
brown,  the  outer  secondaries  velvety  black  with  white  tips,  inner 
(ecoodaries  bright  emerald-green  on  outer  weba, forming  aspeculum; 
fint  tertiary  Uack,  externally  narrowly  edged  with  buR';  greater 
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secondary  coverts  buffy  white  to  pale  cinnamon,  other  coverts 
brown ;  breast  white,  more  or  less  sullied,  spotted  with  round 
black  spots ;  abdomen  white  ;  under  tail-coverts  black  in  the  middle, 
buff  at  the  sides,  the  longer  white-edged. 

As  with  other  true  Ducks,  a  plumage  resembling  that  of  the 
female  is-  assumed  after  breeding,  about  June,  and  the  full  male 
garb  is  only  regained  in  October.  The  buff  and  black  lanceolate 
scapulars  are  generally  wanting  in  winter  and  appear  in  January 
or  February. 

Female.  Upper  parts,  wings,  and  tail  dark  brown,  with  pale 
^dges  to  the  feathers ;  wing-speculum  as  in  the  male,  but  the 
larger  secondary  coverts  are  white  or  buffy  white ;  lower  parts 
white  or  whitish,  sides  and  lower  surface  of  head  and  neck  speckled 
And  marked  with  brown ;  breast  with  larger  spots. 

Bill  nearly  black ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  brownish  grey. 

Length  of  male  15 ;  tail  2*7 ;  wing  7*5  ;  tarsus  1*2 ;  bill  from 
gape  1*7.  Females  are  rather  smaller :  wing  7.  Tail-feathers 
16,  occasionally  18. 

Distribution,  Europe,  North  Africa,  and  Asia.  This  Teal  breeds 
in  the  north  temperate  zone  or  in  tracts  with  the  same  temperature 
and  comes  south  in  winter.  It  is  probably  found  throughout 
India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  in  the  cold  season,  but  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  observed  in  Southern  Tenasserim,  the  Andaman  and 
Nicobar  Islands,  nor  in  Malabar. 

Habits,  (!jc  The  Teal  is  perhaps  the  most  generally  spread  of  all 
the  migratory  Ducks  in  India,  and  may  be  found  from  early  in 
October  till  April  generally  in  small  flocks,  but  often  in  pairs  or 
singly,  in  almost  any  rushy  or  weedy  pond  or  stream  or  swamp, 
as  well  as  on  larger  pieces  ot'  water  or  on  rivers.  Large  flocks  are 
also  met  with,  though  less  frequently.  The  usual  note  is  a  subdued 
"  quack,'*  but  Teal  also  have  a  whistle,  used  chiefly  at  night. 
Their  flight  is  very  swift.  They  feed  chiefly  on  plants  and  are 
always  good  eating.  In  L'pper  India  large  numbers  both  of  this 
species  and  of  Querqu^dula  circia  are  caught  in  nets  in  the  early 
spring  and  kept  in  "  Tealeries,'*  small  covered  buildings  with  a  good 
supply  of  water,  through  the  hot  season,  being  fed  on  grain  and 
grass  or  lucerne.  They  become  very  fat  and  delicious.  Teal  are 
not  known  to  breed  in  India,  nor  even  in  the  Himalayas. 

1598.  Nettium  albigulare.     The  Andaman  Teal. 

?  Querquedula  andamauensis,  Tytki-j  Ibis,  1867,  p.  333  (descr.  nulla). 
Mareca  punctata,  npud  Ball,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  '2^ ;  id.  S.  F, 

i,  p.  t^  ;  nee  Auas  punctata,  Cuv. 
Mareca  albogularis,  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  303  (1873). 
Mareca  g^ibberifrons,  apud  JValden,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  321 ;  Hume,  N.  8c  B. 

p.  644  ;  id.  S.  F.  ii,  p.  316 ;  A.  L.  Butler,  Jour,  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc. 

xi,  p.  »*h32;  nrc  S.  Mull. 
(iuenjuedula  gibberifruns,  apud  Hume,  Cat.  no.  966  ter ;  Hume  ^ 

Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  243,  pi. ;   Gates  in  Hume's  iV.  4"  F.  2nd  ed. 

iii,  p.  290. 
Xettion  albi^lare,  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii,  p.  257,  pi.  ii,  fig.  1. 
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Coloration.  Upper  part  of  head  very  dark  brown,  almost  uniforin, 
passbg  below  the  eye  into  the  white  of  the  lower  cheeks,  chin, 
throat,  aud  fore  neck  ;  round  the  eye  is  a  ring  of  white  feathers, 
much  broader  in  some  specimens  than  in  others ;  upper  parts, 
wings,  and  tail  dark  brown,  the  edges  of  the  back-feathers  and 
scapulars  slightly  paler ;  wing-speculum  formed  by  the  outer  webs 
of  the  secondaries  ;  these  are  yeWety  black,  except  two  or  three, 
the  7th  to  the  9th,  in  the  middle,  which  are  greenish  bronze,  all 
except  the  last  two  or  three  tipped  with  huffy  white,  the  first 
broadly  bordered  with  the  same ;  greater  secondary  coverts  also 
white  or  buff :  lower  parts  from  the  neck  dull  brown  with  broad 
pale  edges  to  the  feathers.  Sexes  alike,  except  that  the  bronze  of 
the  speculum  is  more  coppery  in  the  femnle. 

Bill  greenish  to  plumbeous  lilac,  nail  black ;  irides  reddish 
brown  ;  legs  and  feet  greenish  blue  to  plumbeous  (Hume). 

Length  of  male  17  ;  tail  2-8 ;  wing  75 ;  tarsus  1-4  ;  bill  from 
gape  1-7.     Females  are  slightly  smaller  :  wing  725.     Eectrices  16. 

Dittr'Aation.  This  species  lias  hitherto  only  been  found  on 
South  Andaman  Island,  where  it  is  a  permanent  resident.  It 
has  not  been  observed  on  the  North  Andaman,  the  Cocos,  or 
the  Xicobar  Islands.  It  was  supposed  by  Lord  Tweeddale  to  be 
identical  with  N.  ffibherifront  of  Java,  Timor,  Flores,  and  Celebes, 
bub  Salvadori  has  separated  the  two,  and  I  agree  with  him  after 
comparing  them. 

Habits,  ^e.  The  Andaman  Teal  is  not  a  common  bird  and  is 
generally  found  either  in  flocks  or  in  pairs  Frequeuting  both  salt 
water  and  freeh,  sometimes  hiding  amongst  the  mangroves  in 
creeks  during  the  day  and  feeding  on  freshwater  pools  or  in  rice- 
fields  at  night.  The  nest  was  found  by  Captain  Wimberley  in 
August ;  it  was  of  grass  and  placed  in  a  paddy-field.  The  egg  is 
cream-coloured,  close-grained,  and  smooth,  and  measures  1*83 
by  1-43. 

Genus  XASECA,  Stephens,  1824. 

Bill  small,  shorter  than  the  bead,  depressed  and  elightly 
narrowing  towards  the  tip,  nail  large ;  wings  long,  pointed ;  tail 
short,  cnoeate,  of  14  feathers ;  tarsus  scutellate  in  front,  hind  toe 
small  with  a  narrow  lobe. 

Three  species  are  referred  to  this  genus,  two  being  peculiar  t* 
America. 

1599.  Harecn  penelope.     T?i€  Wi,/eoit, 
Anas  penelopa  (err.  typ.).  Littn.  Syit.  Nnt.  i.  p.  208  n7»**' 
Anas  penelope,   Gnul,   Sytt.  Hat,  i,  p,   ')27  ;    S^fU, 

p.  166;  Scully,  Ibli,  1881,  p,  693. 
Hareca  penelope,  Bh/th,   Cat.  p.  SOi ;   JrrdoH,  B. 

Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  261 ;  Godtc-Awl-  J.  A.  S.  S.  tiH 

Sutler  4-  Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  30 ;  I)mi,l,.  *  K'nO. *- 

Hame,  ibid.  p.  494 ;  id.   Cat.  no.  tHUi ;  Satlh' 

Sume  4-  Marth.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  107,  pi 
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BiUUr,  ibid.  p.  438 ;  lieid,  iS.  F.  x,  p.  83 ;  Daeidmn,  ibid.  p.  SiM ; 
Oates,  B.  S.  ii,  p.  278  ;  Barne».  Bii-di  Bom.  p.  408 ;  Huine,  S.  F. 

si,  p.  345;  Stilvadon,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxrii,  p.  237.    • 
Peatajt,   Ptitdri,   Pharia,   Chola-Ldltir,   H. ;   Cheyun,    Nepftl ;  Partie, 

,Sind. 


Fig  115.— BiU  of  .V.  ;>rtieV<-    i- 

Cohratlan.  Male.  Forehead  and  top  of  head  buff,  rest  of  head 
.and  ueck  dull  chestnut,  more  or  leas  apotted  with  greenish  black ; 
ubin  and  eometiiues  throat  chiefly  or  wholly  dull  black;  back, 
Hcapulars,  rump,  sides  of  breast,  and  flanks  vermiculated  black  aod 
white  ;  some  of  the  longer  tail-coverts  black ;  tail-feathers  bhickish 
brown  ;  quillH  bro\vn,  outer  webs  of  secondaries  green,  forming  a 
speculum,  broadly-  tipped  black,  outer  vceb  of  last  secoudaiy 
white,  outer  webs  of  tertiaries  black  edged  with  white,  and  the 
shafts  white :  primary  and  smaller  coverts  greyish  brown,  re- 
maining coverts  white;  greater  secondary  coverts  black-tipped; 
lower  neck  and  upper  breast  deep  vinaceous  red,  lower  breast  and 
abdomen  wbit«  ;  lower  tail-coverts  black. 

After  the  breeding- season  the  male  moults  into  a  dress  much 
resembling  the  female,  except  that  the  head  and  neck  are  dull 
chestnut  spotted  with  black,  without  the  buff  patch ;  upper 
breast  and  Sanks  dull  ferruginous.  Young  birds  have  a  similar 
plumage. 

Female.  Head  and  neck  above  brown,  with  fulvous  bars  or  edges 
to  the  feathers,  beneath  rufesceiit  speckled  with  brown,  lower  fore 
neck  almost  entirely  brown ;  upper  parts  brown,  the  feathers  with 
whitifh  or  pale  rufous  edges;  wmgs  and  tail  brown,  green 
speculum  generally  wanting;  secondaries  tipped  white  and  last 
secondary  with  a  white  outer  web  ;  the  greater  and  some  of  the 
median  coverts  tipped  white;  breast  and  abdomen  white;  under 
tail-coverts  broivn,  with  white  i-dgcs  or  bars. 

Bill  plumbt^ous  blue,  black  at  the  tip;  i rides  red- brown  ;  legs 
dusky  lead  (Jrnlon).  In  females  the  bill  and  legs  are  duskier 
than  in  the  male. 

Length  19;  tail  4;  wing  10;  tarsus  1-5;  bill  from  gape  1  ■"■*>. 
Females  are  very  little  smaller  than  males. 

Dittriliution.  Europe,  North  Africa,  and  Asia,  breeding  in  the 
rolder  regions  and  wintering  iu  the  South.  An  irregular  but 
I'airly  common  migrant  to  India  and  Burma,  not  recorded  from 


BAFILA.  447 

Ceylon,  nor  south  of  Mysore  in  the  Indian  Peninsula,  nor  in 
Tenasserini,  but  locally  and  in  particular  years  abundant  from 
October  till  March  in  part-s  of  Sind,  the  Punjab,  Kashmir, 
Bajputana,  the  North-west  Provinces,  Oudh,  and  the  Deccan, 
though  rare  in  Bengal,  and  not  recorded  from  Orissa,  Assam, 
Sylhet,  or  Cacfaar.  Gates  did  not  meet  with  it  in  Pegu,  though 
McMaster  found  it  common  there.  Hume  saw  large  numbers  in 
Manipur,  and  Vidal'  observed  "VVigeons  numerous  in  some  years 
near  Batnagiri. 

Habits,  ^'c.  Wigeon  may  be  found  in  large  flocks  or  scattered 
parties,  or  even  singly,  keeping  much  to  the  larger  pieces  of  water, 
and  as  common  near  the  sea-coast  as  inland.  They  are  seldom 
seen  on  rivers  or  on  tanks  of  moderate  or  small  size ;  they  differ 
from  the  true  Ducks  also  in  grazing  on  land  like  Greese,  and  in 
having  a  peculiar  whistling  note;  they  feed  on  grass,  aquatic 
plant-s,  insects,  Crustacea,  and  moliusea.  In  India  Wigeon  are,  as 
a  rule,  inferior  in  flavour  to  the  best  ducks,  such  as  Mallard,  Teal, 
Pintail,  and  Pochard,  and  are  often  muddy,  coarse,  or  fishy ;  still 
they  ai-e,  at  times,  excellent.  They  are  not  known  to  breed 
within  Indian  limits. 


Grenus  DAFILA,  Leach  apud  Stephens,  1824. 

This  genus  may  be  recognized  by  its  elongate  form,  long  neck, 
and  lengthened  and  pointed  middle  tail-feathers.  There  are  16 
rectrices  as  a  rule  (I  have  found  one  skin  with  18).  The  bill  is 
rather  narrower  than  in  Anas  and  a  little  broader  towards  the 
point  than  at  the  base  ;  the  wings^  are  long  and  pointed.  It  is  a 
well-marked  type. 

Three  species  are  referred  to  this  genus:  of  these  two  are 
.confined  to  the  Southern  hemisphere ;  the  third  is  Indian. 

1600.  Daflla  acuta.     The  Pintail. 

Anas  acuta,  Linn.  Syst.  Nat,  i,  p.  202  (1766) ;  Blyth,  Birds  Burm. 
p.  166 ;  Leffffe,  Birds  Ceyl,  p.  1076;  Scully j  Ibis,  1881,  p.  693. 

Dafila  acuta,  Blyth,  Cat,  p.  304;  Adams,  P.  Z.  S.  1859,  p.  190; 
Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  803 ;  Stoiiczka,  J.  A.  S.  B,  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  255 ; 
Hume,  S.  F,  i,  pp.  136,  261 ;  Adam,  S,  F.  ii,  p.  338 :  Godw.-Aust, 
J.  A.  S,  B.  xliii,  pt.  2,  p.  176 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  193 ;  Butler, 
S.  F.  iv,  p.  29  ;  v,  p.  234 ;  Hume  ^  JDav,  S,  F,  vi\  p.  489  ;  BaU, 
S,  F,  vii,  p.  232 ;  Cripps,  ibid,  p.  312 ;  Hutne,  ibid.  p.  493 ;  id. 
Cat,  no.  962  ;  Scuili/,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  362 ;  Hume  Sf  Marsh.  Game  B, 
iii,  p.  189,  pi. :  Vidal,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  92 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  438  :  Beid, 
S.  F.  X,  p.  82  ;  Davidson,  ibid.  p.  326 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  418 ;  Taylor, 
ibid.  p.  531 ;  Gates,  B.  B,  ii,  p.  279 ;  Bames,  Birds  Bom.  p.  407 ; 
Hume,  S,  F.  x\,  p.  346 ;  Gates,  Ibis,  1888,  p.  73 ;  St,  John,  Ibis, 
1889,  p.  179  ;  Salvadori,  Cat,  B,  M.  xxvii,  p.  270. 

Sanh,  Sink^par,  H.  (N.W.P.)  ;  Kokarali,  Driyhush,  Sind;  Diy-hdns, 
j^o-lon-cho,  Beng. ;  Digvmch,  Nepal ;  Nanda,  Nanja,  Uriya ;  Laitunga, 
Manipur. 
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Coloration,  Male.  Head  and  upper  fore  neck  umber-browD, 
with  a  purple  gloss  on  each  side  of  the  occiput ;  hind  neck  black, 
a  white  band  from  each  side  of  the  nape  down  the  neck  joining 
the  white  of  the  lower  parts;  lower  hind  neck,  back,  shorter 
scapulars,  and  sides  of  body  finely  barred  and  verraiculated  ^^ith 
black  and  white ;  longer  scapulars  lanceolate,  velvety  black,  edged 
with  light  brown  ;  upper  tail-coverts  black  edged  m  ith  grey,  the 
longest  black  on  the  outer  web,  grey  on  the  inner ;  median  long 
tail-feathers  black,  the  outer  feathers  brown ;  \»'ing8  greyish 
bro)XTi,the  greater  secondary  coverts  with  rufous  tips  ;  secondaries 


Fig.  1 16. — Head  of  D,  acuta,    i. 

bronzed,  changing  from  purple  to  green  on  the  outer  webs,  with 
a  subterminal  velvety-black  band  and  white  tips ;  outer  web  of 
innermost  secondary  black  with  a  whitish  bar  on  the  inside ;  tertiarie» 
grey,  part  of  the  inner  web  and  inside  of  outer  web  black  ;  breast 
and  abdomen  white,  lower  abdomen  speckled  with  grey ;  lower 
tail-coverts  black,  white  at  the  outside  ;  lower  flanks  buff. 

The  drake  moults  all  feathers  except  the  primaries,  secondaries, 
wing-coverts,  and  6  pairs  of  outer  rectrices  at  the  end  of  June,  and 
assumes  plumage  very  like  that  of  the  female,  the  usual  male 
plumage  being  resumed  by  a  complete  moult  in  October. 

Female,  Greyish  brown  above,  with  concentric  bu£E  or  white 
bars  on  the  feathers  of  the  back  and  scapulars,  and  pale  streaks 
elsewhere ;  no  speculum  ;  the  secondaries  and  greater  secondary 
coverts  tipped  with  whitish,  making  two  distinct  bars  on  the  wing; 
chin  and  throat  white ;  sides  of  head  and  neck  and  the  fore  neck 
white,  speckled  brown,  lower  neck  more  distinctly  spotted;  lower 
parts  whitish,  much  streaked  and  tinged  with  dusky. 

Bill  black,  the  sides  of  the  upper  mandible,  not  the  culmen, 
bluish  plumbeous ;  irides  dark  brown ;  legs  and  feet  greyish 
black. 

Length  of  male  22  to  29 ;  tail  5  to  8-5;  wing  11 ;  tarsus  16; 
bill  from  gape  2*25.  Females  are  smaller,  wing  about  10,  and 
have  shorter  tails.  The  tail  usually  consists  of  16  feathers,  but 
sometimes  contains  18. 

IMstrihntion,  Nearly  the  whole  Northern  hemisphere.  The 
Pintail  breodn  chiefly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Arctic  circle, 
and  in  winter  is  found  throughout  India,  Burma,  and  Ceylon  in 
suitable  localities,  though  by  no  means  universally  distributed* 

Hahits,  cJT.  Pintails  in  India  arrive  about  the  beginning  of 
November  and  leave  in  March ;  whilst  in  this  country  they  are 
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generallj  seen  in  flocks,  which  are  sometimes  yerj  large,  and 
oocasionallj  ocmiposed  of  male  birds  only.  Thej  keep  in  the  day 
chiefly  to  large  open  pieces  of  water,  especially  those  in  which 
water-plants  rise  a  few  inches  above  the  surface,  not  so  much 
amongst  the  rushes  or  in  the  shallows  at  the  side  as  some  dacks 
do,  and  they  feed,  mainly  at  night,  on  vegetable  food  chiefly,  but 
also  on  moUusca  and  insects.  They  have  a  peculiar  appearance 
when  swimming,  with  their  long  necks  arched  and  their  tails 
raised ;  their  flight,  which  is  very  swift,  is  equally  characteristic. 
As  a  rule  they  are  silent  birds,  but  when  alarmed  utter  a  peculiar 
soft  quack.  Pintails  are  excellent  eating,  and  appear  in  India 
never  to  be  coarse  or  fishy,  as  most  other  species  are  at  times ; 
have  even  found  Mallards  uneatable,  though  shot  on  a  "  bund 
far  from  the  sea  in  December. 


Genua  aUEBaiTEDlTIiA,  Stephens,  1824. 

The  members  of  this  genus,  though  often  regarded  as  congenerie 
with  the  Common  Teal,  differ  considerably  from  that  species  in 
structure,  plumage,  and  habits.  The  bill  is  broader,  and  instead 
of  being  the  same  width  throughout,  is  wider  towsirds  the  end, 
the  nail  is  broader  and  larger.  The  labyrinth  or  bony  enlarge- 
ment of  the  lower  portion  of  the  trachea  in  the  drake  is 
diffierently  shaped,  being  swollen  on  both  sides  and  downward, 
whilst  in  the  genera  AnaSy  Nettium^  and  several  others  the 
inflation  is  on  one  side  and  upward.  The  flight  is  different,  and 
all  members  of  the  present  genus  may  be  recognized  by  their  blue 
or  bluish-grey  wing-coverts. 

Of  the  flve  species  referred  to  this  generic  group,  four  are 
American  and  mainly  South  American,  the  fifth  is  one  of  oar 
migratory  ducks. 

1601.  Querquedula  circia.     The  Oarganey  or  Blue-winged  Teal. 

Anas  querquedula,  Linn,  Syst,  Nat  i,  p.  203  (1766) ;  Bfyth,  Ibis, 
1869,  p.  464 ;  TickeU,  J,  A,  S,  B.  xxviii,  p.  416. 

Anas  circia,  Linn,  t,  c.  p.  204  (1766) ;  Bhfthy  Birds  Burm,  p.  166 ; 
L^^,  Birds  Ceyl  p.  1080 ;  ScuUy,  Ibis,  1881,  p.  593. 

Querquedula  circia,  Steph,  in  Shawns  Gen,  ZooL  xii,  pt.  2,  p.  143, 
pi.  61 ;  Blyth,  Cat.  p.  306;  Irby,  Ibis,  1861 ,  p.  260 ;  Jerdm,  B.  L  iii, 
p.  807 ;  Hume,  8.  F.  i,  p.  2^ ;  Adam,  ibid,  p.  402;  Le  Messurier, 
S,  F.  iii, p. 382;  Butler,  S,  F  iv,  p. 80;  v,  p.  234;  Hume^Dav, 
&  Jl  vi,p.  480;  Butler, S.F.M\i,  p.  188 ;  ^cJ/, liirf. p. 232 ;  Cripps, 
and.  p.  312 ;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  494 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  966 ;  Scully,  S.  F. 
viii,  p.  363 ;  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  216,  pL ;  Vidal,  S.  F, 
ix,  p.  93 ;  Butler,  ibid.  p.  438 ;  Biddulph,  This,  1881,  p.  100 ;  Beid, 
S.  F.  X,  p.  83;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  418;  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  286; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  410;  Mwne,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  346;  Gates  in 
Hume's  N.  ^  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  291 ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  zxvii, 
p.  293. 

Chaitwa,  Khira,  Patari,  H. ;  Ghany^oib,  Giria,  Beng. 

TOL.  IV.  2  O 
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Coloration.  Male  in  full  plumage.  Crown  and  impe  broTnUIk 
blacli ;  a  broad  uhite  superailiary  stripe  from  above  tho  front  of 
the  ej'e  to  tbe  side  of  the  nape  ;  foi'ehead,  lores,  sides  of  Ihe  bead 
and  of  tbe  upper  neck,  tbroat,  and  fora  neck  nifoiiiK,  or  nutmeg- 
brown,  streaked  with  white,  chin  black:  back,  rump,  and  upper 
tMl-coverts  dark  brown,  tbe  feathers  with  pale  greyish  edges; 
scapularB  lanceulate,  black,  with  broad  white  shaft-etripes,  the  outer 
webs  of  the  outi^r  scapulars  atthy  grey;  tail-feathers  and  quills 
dark  brown  ;  speculum  formed  by  outer  web)<  of  secondaries  glosay 
greyish  green,  between  two  white  bands  formed  liy  the  tijis  of  the 
secondaries  themsekes  nad  o£  their  greater  coverts,  tertiories  with 
narrow  white  borders  :  wing-«overta  lavender-grey ;  feathers  of 
breast  and  sidea  of  breast  barred  with  concentric  bands  of  dark 
brown  and  buif :  abdomen  white,  epeckled  with  brown  towards 
vent ;  flanks  finely  and  wavily  barred  with  dark  brown,  longest 
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f  ank-feathers  with  a  broad  subapical  while  band,  then  a  narrow 
brown  bar  and  a  dark  grey  tip  ;  under  tail-coverts  buffy  white 
with  brown  spots. 

After  breeding,  the  drake  moults  into  a  plumage  resembling 
that  of  the  female,  except  that  he  retains  the  speculum  and  pale 
grey  wing-coverts.  Tbe  passage  from  this  into  tbe  full  plumage 
appears  to  take  place  somewhat  gradually,  the  dark  breast  being 
assumed  before  the  feathers  of  the  head  and  neck  are  changed. 
The  change  is  not,  I  believe,  completed  in  India  till  about  the 
end  of  February.  Certainly  in  parts  of  India  where  this  Teal 
abounded,  though  birds  with  tbe  dark  breast-feathers  were 
common  in  December,  I  never  saw  drakes  with  white  supercilia 
and  nutmeg-brown  sides  of  the  bead  till  about  March.  I  may 
baTe  only  seen  young  birds,  but  I  cannot  flud  a  single  winter  skill 
of  a  drake  Garganey  in  full  plumage  in  tbe  Hume  collection ; 
and  tbe  only  specimen  1  can  find  in  tbe  British  Museum  (a  very 
bad  one)  is  thai  of  a  Norfolk  bird  that  haa  evidently  been  in  con- 
finement, and  is  consequently  worthless  as  evidence. 

FemaU.  Upper  parts  dark  brown,  the  feathers  with  pale  edges; 
sides  of  bead  and  neck  and  the  fore  neck  whitish,  finely  strei^cd 
with  dark  brown ;  a  superciliary  stripe  from  above  the  eye  and  a 
band  from  the  lores  below  tbe  eye  paler,  a  buff  spot  on  the  lores ; 
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chin  and  throat  white  ;  lower  fore  neck  and  upper  breast  blackish, 
with  whitish  edges  to  the  feathers ;  wing-coverts  grepsh  brown, 
sometimes  ashy  in  old  birds  ;  speculum  wanting,  or  merely  a  wash 
of  greenish  bronze  on  the  secondaries  between  the  two  white  bars, 
formed,  as  in  the  male,  by  the  ends  of  the  secondaries  and  of 
their  greater  coverts ;  breast  and  abdouien  white,  more  or  less 
sullied  and  spotted  towards  the  vent,  under  tail-coverts,  and  flanks. 
Young  males  resemble  the  females. 

Bill  blackish  brown,  paler  beneath ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  and  feet 
plambeous  to  greenish  {Gates). 

Length  of  male  16;  tail  2*7;  wing  8;  tarsus  1*1;  bill  from 
gape  1*8.     The  female  is  rather  smaller,  wing  about  7'25. 

Distribution,  The  Qttrganey  breeds  throughout  a  great  part  of 
the  north  temperate  zone  in  Europe  and  Asia,  and  passes  the 
winter  in  North  China  and  Southern  Asia  as  far  east  as  the 
Philippines  and  Celebes.  It  is  found  at  that  season  throughout 
India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma  in  suitable  areas. 

Habits^  ^e.  This  is  one  of  the  earliest  ducks  to  arrive  in 
Northern  India,  being  often  seen  in  large  numbers  at  the  end  of 
August  and  beginning  of  September,  and  staying  after  most  of  the 
other  migrants,  in  many  places  until  the  beginning  of  May,  or 
even  later.  It  is  almost  always  in  flocks,  often  large,  which  keep 
much  during  the  day  to  the  edges  of  large  tanks  and  swamps,  or, 
late  in  the  season,  the  banks  of  rivers,  generally  huddled  together, 
and  which  feed  chiefly  at  night.  The  food  of  this  Teal  is  chiefly 
vegetable;  the  flight  is  swift,  though  not  equal  to  that  of  the 
Common  Teal,  and  the  call  is  a  harsh  quack.  It  is  probable  that 
Garganeys  breed  in  the  Himalayas,  as  birds  have  been  seen  there 
in  summer,  and  they  must  occasionally  lay  in  the  plains,  for. 
young  birds  half-fledged  were  caught  by  Col.  Irby  in  Oudh, 
and  others  were  brought  to  Col.  Tickell  at  Moulmein.  Eggs, 
at  first  supposed  to  belong  to  this  bird,  but  subsequently 
referred  to  the  Marbled  Duck,  were  taken  by  Captain  Butler  near 
Ormara  on  the  Baluchistan  coast.  In  Europe  the  Gttrganey  lays 
6  to  13  creamy  white  eggs,  each  measuring  about  1'87  by  1'37,  in 
a  grass  nest  lined  with  down,  placed  amongst  rushes  near  water » 
For  the  table  this  is  a  good  bird,  though  not  equal  to  the  Common 
Teal. 

Genus  SPATULA,  Boie,  1822. 

This  genus  is  readily  distinguished  by  its  disproportionately 
large  spatulate  bill,  its  long  lamellie,  and  its  blue-grey  wing- 
coverts.  The  bill  is  longer  than  the  head,  depressed,  twice  as* 
broad  near  the  tip  as  at  the  base,  and  the  sides  of  the  upper 
mandible  are  much  turned  down  near  the  tip.  The  lamellae  are 
not  only  very  long,  but  very  closely  set.  Wings  and  tail  pointed. 
Tail-feathers  14. 

Four  species  are  referred  to  Spatula  in  Salvadori's  Catalogue : 
one  is  Australian,  one  South  African,  and  one  South  Amencan ;. 
the  fourth,  a  widely  ranging  migratory  bird,  occurs  in  India. 

2o2 


1602.  Spatnla  clTpeata.    The  Shoveller. 

Anw  dypeato,  Lirm.  Syat.  Kal.  i,  p.  200  (1766). 

Spatula  cljpeats.  Bote,  Isi»,  182^,  p.  664;  Blt/tk,  Cut.  p.  308; 
Layard,  A.  M.  N.  H.  (2)  liv,  p.  270;  Irby,  IbU,  1861.  p.  248; 
Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  p.  706 ;  Oodte.-Autt.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxxu,  pt.  3, 
p.  275 ;  Stoliezka,  J.  A.  S.  B.  ili,  pt.  2,  p.  255 ;  Layard,  P.  Z.  8. 
l873,p.20fi;  Hume,  S.F.  i.y.  2&)i  Adam,  ibid.  v.«i2;  BttUer, 
S.  F.  ir,  p.  28 ;  Fairhaak,  ibtd.  p.  264 ;  Anders.  Ymtnan  Exped., 
Aim,  p.  700 ;  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  232 ;  ffume,  ibid.  p.  492 ;  id.  Cat. 
DO,  9fi7 ;  Scully,  S.  F.  viii,  p.  802 ;  Leffge,  BinU  Cml.  p.  1066; 
Hume  4-  Marth.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  14],  pi.;  Vidid,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  62  - 
Butler,  ibid.  p.  437;  Btddulph,  Ibii,  1881,  p.  9U;  Scitlty,  ibid. 
p.  592 ;  SteinAoe,  Ibit,  1882,  p.  124 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  80 ;  I>ortrf- 
lon,  ibid.  p.  325;  Hume.  ibid.  p.  417;  Macgregor,  ibid.  p.  442; 
Banies,  Btrde  Bom.  p.  401 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  343;  Salcadori, 
Ann.  Mum.  Cio.  Gen.  (2)  W,  p.  616;  id.  Cat.  B.  M.  xxvii, 
p.  306. 
Tidari,  Punana,  Tokaraala,  Ohirah,  H. ;  Panta-mukhi,  Beug. ;  Dho- 
haha,  Sankhar  ^ ,  Khikheria  Sankhar  $ ,  Nepal ;  Alipdt,  Siod. 


Pig.  118.— EUlof  5.«^iip#a<a.    ). 


Coloration.  Male  in  f till  plumage.  Head  and  tipper  neck  gUxmy 
green ;  lower  neck,  except  twhind,  and  upper  breast,  aides  of  the 
breast,  and  shorter  scapulars  pure  white ;  hind  neck  and  back 
dark  brown,  the  feathers  pale-edged;  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts 
black,  glossed  with  green;  tail  dark  brown,  the  outer  featbera 
broadly  edged  witb  white ;  wing-coverts  and  outer  weba  of  two 
of  the  lon^r  scapulars  bluish  grey,  remainder  of  long  Bcapulan 
block,  all  with  broad  white  shaft-stripes;  quills  brown;  speculum 
formed  by  outer  webs  of  secondaries  bright  green,  boraerod  in 
front  by  a  bar  of  white  formed  by  the  larger  coverts ;  tertiariea 
blackish,  slightly  glossed  with  green,  each  with  a  fusiform  white, 
or  whitish,  stnpe  alouf;  the  shafts  ;  lower  breast  and  ahdomea 
chestnut ;  some  of  the  feathers  of  the  flanks  and  about  the  vent 
finely  barred  with  buff;  lower  flanks  white;  under  tail-coverti 
black,  glossed  with  green. 


SPATULA*  ^  45S 

Like  other  allied  forms,  the  drake  of  the  present  species  dona 
the  female  dress,  except  on  the  wings,  after  the  breeding-season, 
and  resomes  the  male  garb  at  the  autumnal  moult.  But  it  is  rare 
in  India,  so  far  as  m j  experience  goes,  to  see  a  male  in  full 
plumage  before  the  end  of  Eebniaiy :  either  the  green  head  or 
the  white  breast,  or  both,  are  not  completely  assumed.  Male  birds 
of  the  year  in  this  and  other  species  of  Duck  do  not  assume  the 
full  plumage  till  the  spring. 

FenuUe,  Brown  above,  each  feather  with  a  pale  reddish  border; 
the  feathers  of  the  back  and  rump,  the  scapulars  and  upper  tail- 
coyerts  with  concentric  buff  or  rufous  bands ;  wing-coverts  grey 
to  greyish  brown ;  speculum  on  secondaries  duller  than  in  male  ; 
lower  parts  brownish  buff,  more  rufous  on  abdomen,  speckled  with 
dark  brown  on  fore  neck ;  feathers  of  upper  breast  and  of  flanks 
distinctly,  lower  abdomen  and  lower  tail-coverts  less  strongly, 
marked  with  crescentic  brown  bars. 

Bill  in  males  in  full  plumage  black ;  in  females  and  young,  upper 
majidible  dark  brown,  lower  mandible  dull  orange ;  irides  yellow 
or  orange  in  the  male,  brown  in  the  female ;  legs  orange  to  red 
(Hume). 

Xength  of  male  20 ;  tail  3*25 ;  wing  9*5 ;  tarsus  1*4 ;  bill  from 
gape  3.  Females  are  a  little  smaller:  wing  8*75;  the  bill  is 
shorter,  measuring  from  gape  2*75. 

Digtribvtion.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  Northern 
hemisphere,  between  lat.  10^  and  lat.  68°  N.,  breeding  in  the 
north  temperate  zone.  A  winter  visitor  to  India,  Ceylon,  and 
Northern  Burma,  arriving  in  the  latter  end  of  October  and  staying 
till  late  in  April,  after  most  of  the  other  migratory  Ducks  have 
left.  It  is  common  throughout  Northern  India,  but  rarer  to  the 
southward  and  in  Ceylon ;  it  is  found  in  Assam,  Manipur,  and 
the  Upper  Irrawoddy  Valley  above  Myingyan;  but  not,  so  for 
as  is  hitherto  known,  in  Pegu  or  Tenasserim.  Oates  recently 
obtained  a  specimen  in  the  Shan  States.  Layard  came  across 
young  birds  in  Ceylon,  but  this  must  have  been  exceptional,  no 
other  instance  of  the  Shoveller's  breeding  within  Indian  limits 
being  known. 

Habits^  4'c.  In  India  the  Shoveller  is  a  freshwater  bird,  and 
is  generaUy  found  in  small  parties,  in  pairs  or  singly,  haunting 
shfulow  water  on  the  edges  of  tanks  and  marshes,  and  sometimes 
rivers,  and  often  in  little  ponds  of  dirty  water  about  villages,, 
where  it  becomes  very  tame.  It  is  almost  omnivorous,  but  feeds 
principally  on  insects  and  their  larv®,  worms,  molluscs,  and  on 
various  organic  substances  that  are  found  on  the  borders  of  swamps 
and  ponds,  and  which  its  fine  lamellse  enable  it  to  sift  out  from  the 
mud.  The  Shoveller  has  also  the  peculiarity,  described  by  Newton, 
of  swimming  in  circles  with  irs  bill  in  the  water  above  the  spot 
where  Pochards  are  diving  and  feeding  beneath,  and  sifting  out 
the  substances  that  float  up  when  disturbed  by  the  operations  of 
the  Diving  Ducks.  It  appears  never  to  feed  like  other  ducks,, 
with  its  head  and  breast  immersed  and  its  tail   sticking   up 
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Terticallj.  It  flies  and  walks  well,  but  is  not  a  fast  swimmer. 
As  regards  its  value  for  food,  there  may  be  differences  of  opinion 
as  to  wbicb  is  tbe  best  duck  for  the  table,  but  tbere  is  no  question 
tbat  of  all  tbe  true  ducks  this  is  the  worst ;  at  tbe  same  time,  it  it 
sometiineB  eatable,  and  its  rankness  is  much  dimiDished  hy  ita  being 
skinned  before  it  is  cooked. 

Oeuus  lUBlUROlTETTA,  Beicheub.,  1852. 

Tbe  Marbled  Suck  has  been  bandied  about  from  one  generic 
group  to  another,  and  has  been  referred  in  turn  to  DaJUa,  Amom, 
Querquedula,  Chauhlaamw,  and  even  FuJiffula,  with  none  of  which 
has  it  any  real  affinity.  It  clearly  must  be  placed  in  a  genus  by 
itself,  if  only  on  account  of  its  peculiar  duU  greyish  plumage, 
without  any  coloured  speculum. 

The  bill  is  about  equal  to  tbe  head  in  length,  and  shaped  as  in 
Nettium — rather  narrow,  with  tbe  two  sides  parallel,  and  tbe 
nostril  near  the  base.  Tbe  wings  are  short  and  rounded ;  tail 
moderately  long,  pointed,  of  14  feathers.  Head  with  a  short  but 
full  occipital  crest,  more  developed  in  the  drake.  labyrinth  rf 
trachea  lateral,  lery  similar  to  those  of  Anas  and  NetUum, 

A  single  species. 


Fig.  119.— Bi\l  of  M.  avffuitirottrii.     j. 
160:1.  Harmaronetta  angnitinHtris.     The  MarbUd  Dud: 

Anas  anfruBtiroBtris,  Mfniir.  Cat.  Rait.   Cauc.  p.  68  (1832) ;  Btat^. 

East.  I'fn.  ii,  p.  301. 
Ana«  mMiiiorata,  0»iUd,  P.  Z.  S.  1830,  p.  50. 
Mnrmaroimtta  nnguntiroBtriB,   Beickrnb.  Xatiirl.   Sj/it.  ySgtt,  p.  ix 

(1M2);  6(.  John,  IbU,  1880,  p.  17S  ;  Salvadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  ixrii, 

p.  321. 


Querque<lula  M^ntjrofltri^ /Tumf,  S.  F.  i,  p.  262;  A.  Anderton, 

S.F. ■■"      '■  -       " --■      " 

A.  Game  B.  iu,  p.  ^ 
aid.  p.  \m ;  Humt,  did.  p.  174. 

r.l,-..l~f~ .: »_r_       rr. 


IMlfr.  S.  F.  iv,  p.  30;  v,p.  S»4;  Hume  * 
Manh.  Game  £.  ill,  p.  287,  pi. ;  Beid,  S.  F.  i,  p.  82;  McLeod, 
ibid.  p.  1UH ;  H«me,  ibid.  p.  174. 
ChsuletumiiiB  aii){UHtiroBlnt>,  Humt,  S.  F.  rii,  p.  493;  id.  Cat, 
no.  l;(tl  bis;  Bamei,  Birds Botiu  p.40&;  Oafeitn  Btmr'tlf.^E. 
Sud  pd.  ill,  p.  201 ;  Barnfi,  Jotim.  liom.  Jf.  H.  Soc.  \i,  p.  291. 

Coloration.  Crown  and  hind  neck  buff,  witb  irregular  dark  brown 
cros8-bar«  on  the  feathers;  a  dark  brouTi  patch,  including  the 
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^rbit  and  extending  some  distance  behind  it ;  lores,  sides  of  head 
■  and  neck,  chin,  throat,  and  fore  neck  whitish,  regularly  and 
minutely  streaked  with  brown  ;  upper  back  and  scapmars  greyish 
brown,  each  with  a  subterminal  darker  bar  or  spot  and  with  a 
large  greyish-buff  spot  at  the  end ;  the  pale  spots  are  large  on  the 
scapulars;  lower  back  and  rump  similarly  coloured,  but  more 
uniform :  upper  tail-coverts  with  a  dark  brown  subterminal  spot 
and  a  yellowish-buff  tip ;  tail-feathers  greyish  brown,  middle  pair 
darker  with  whitish  tips ;  wings  greyish  brown  outside,  the  outer 
webs  of  both  primaries  and  secondaries  frosted  with  grey,  which 
becomes  silvery  on  the  primaries  towards  the  tips ;  lower  parts 
.sullied  white,  with  transverse  brown  bars  on  the  feathers  of  the 
breast,  sides  of  body,  lower  abdomen,  and  lower  tail-coverts,  and 
sometimes  with  faint  markings  on  the  middle  of  the  breast  and 
abdomen. 

t    The  female  only  differs  in  being  smaller,  with  less  crest,  and 
with  the  eye-patch  and  other  markings  duller. 

Sill  bluish-grey,  black  on  culmeu  and  tip  ;  irides  brown ;  legs 
.and  feet  dusky  oUve  (Hume). 

Length  of  male  18*5 ;  tail  3*25 ;  wing  8*25 ;  tarsus  1*4 ;  bill 
from  gape  2*1.    Females  have  the  wing  about  8. 

Distribution.  Southern  Europe,  especially  Spain,  Northern 
Africa  and  South-western  Asia.  The  Marbled  Duck  breeds  in  the 
Canary  Islands,  Spain,  Morocco,  and  Palestine,  and  is  a  common 
winter  visitor  throughout  Sind,  arriving  about  the  end  of  October 
^nd  leaving  in  April.  It  has  also  been  observed  near  Dera 
Ghdzi  Khan  in  the  South-western  Punjab,  in  Bah^walpur  and 
Northern  G-uzerat,  and  occasional  occurrences  in  Bajpu^na,  the 
North-west  Provinces,  and  Oudh,  and  in  one  case  near  Calcutta, 
have  been  recorded. 

ffahits,  ^,  This  small  duck  keeps  in  Sind  to  rush-covered 
Bwamps,  in  which  it  is  found  in  large  numbers,  but  it  does  not, 
as  a  rule,  when  disturbed,  rise  in  flocks,  as  most  ducks  do,  but 
two  or  three  at  a  time.  Lord  Lilford  describes  its  call  as  a  low 
croaking  whistle,  but  Mr.  Hume  says  it  also  gives  a  distinct  but 
hoarse  quack.  It  is  not  known  to  breed  in  Sind,  but  Captain 
Butler  obtained  eggs,  very  probably  of  this  species,  from  near 
Ormara  on  the  Baluchistan  coast,  and  he  shot  a  young  bird  at 
Karachi  on  September  27th.  The  eggs  were  cream-coloured,  and 
measured  on  an  average  1*85  by  1*4. 

Genus  KETTA,  Kaup,  1829. 

The  Diving  Ducks,  including  the  Pochards*,  Scoters,  Eiders, 
j&c^  which  obtain  their  food  principally  by  diving  beneath  the 
water, — not  merely  as  the  true  ducks  do,  by  searching  in  shallow 


*  Pronounoed  FookardB.    Theae  birds  are  also  known  in  parts  of  England 
Pokers. 
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water  with  the  posterior  half  of  their  body  projecting  vDrtically 
above  the  surface, — are  often  sepiimted  as  Fuligiditur,  aad  are  dia- 
tinguiehed  by  having  a  broad  lobe,  or  expansion,  beneath  the  hind 
toe.  They  have  a  stout  body,  thick  plumage,  and  rather  short 
wings,  which  appear  as  if  attached  farther  backward  than  in  other 
ducks,  cauaing  the  birds  to  liave  a  somewhat  peculiar  flight.  They 
mvim  and  dive  well  and  fast,  but  walk  badly  on  land  in  conseqoence 
of  the  backward  position  of  the  legs.  Jerdon  and  Legge  appear 
to  hi)ve  been  misled  by  some  authority  into  stating  that  they 
have  only  one  mouit,  but  they  do  not  differ  froin  other  Ducks  in 
this  respect.  They  have  no  brilliantly  coloured  speculum  on  the 
secondaries.  Although  easily  recognized  as  a  group  their  differences 
do  not,  I  think,  entitle  them  to  distinction  as  a  subfamUy. 

Amongst  the  Pochards,  one  species  known  as  the  Ked-crested 
Foohord  it*  dtstiDguished  from  the  rest  by  its  peculiar  plumage, 
by  the  form  of  the  bill,  and  by  the  number  of  reotrices.  It  is  the 
oidy  member  of  the  present  genua.  It  has  a  long  bill,  not  much 
raised  at  the  base,  and  tapering  slightly  throughout ;  the  cuJmen 
is  nearly  straight ;  the  nostrils  are  situated  about  one-tbird  of  the 
distance  from  base  to  tip,  and  the  border  of  the  feathered  face 
above  the  gape  b  straight  and  approximately  at  right  angles  to 
the  commisaure.  The  lamella  are  broad,  prominent,  and  distant. 
Wings  of  moderate  length,  pointed.  Tail  short  and  cuneate,  gf 
16  feathers.  Hind  toe  broadly  lobed ;  feet  large.  Hale  with  a 
full  occipital  crest. 

1604.  Hetta  mfina.     Tlte  Mtd-cregttd  Pochard. 
Anas  rufina,  I'nUat,  SeiK,  ii,  App.  p,  713  (1773). 
BranU  ruiiDB.  A.i>,  Igif,  182a,  p.  5(j4 ;  Blj/l/i,  Cat.  p,  306 ;  Jerdon, 

^. /.  iii.p.  811;  McXa»t*r,J.A.S.B.iJ,vt.-2,o.-215;  hayard, 

P.  £.  S.  187S.  p.  aoa ;   Blyth,  Bird*  Buitn.  p.  166 ;  Butirr,  S.  F. 

iv,  p.  SOj  V.  p.  '2Si;  Fairbank,  K  F.  iv,  p.  2tt4. 
FuligulB  rufinK,  Steph.  in  SAaw't  Grn.  Zoot.  xii,  pt.  i,  p.  188,  pi.  54 

(1«24);  Hunif,  S.F.\,V.  2*1;  Adam,  ^W.  j.  402 ;  Humc.S.F. 

vii,  pp.  m,  403  i  BaU,  ibid.  p.  23^  i  Cn/ipt,  ihuf.  p,  312 ;  JIuim,  Oat. 

BO.    1107  1  Evwe  ^  MarOi.   Gamt  £.  iii,  p.  353,  pi. ;    Ltoge. 

Birdt  Cet/I.  p.  1087,  footnote ;  Bullcr,  S.  F.  ik,  p.  438  :  Jleid,  S.  F. 

X,  p.  84 ;   Taylor,  ibid.  pp.  Ji2S,  681 ;   C.  Steini.  Ibta,  1882,  p.  126 ; 

Bamt^i,  BirdH  Bom.  p.  412 ;  St.  John,  Ibi*,  1889,  p.  \m ;  Sume, 

S.  F.  xi,  p.  346. 
Netta  ruiina,  £anp,  KatHii.  St/it.  p.   102  (I8:ffl);   Salvadari,  Cat. 

B.  M.  sivu,  p.  a2ti. 
Ldl-eKonch,  Ldl-iirfJl.;  Hero-hdnt  iS ,  CSt^ra-Aaiw  £ ,  Beng. ;  Dumar 
<j ,  Saniea  $ ,  Nepal ;  Ratoha,  Sind. 

Coloration.  Male.  Head  and  upper  neck  dull  reddish  bay  with 
a  grej-ish  or  pinkish  tinge,  the  feathers  of  the  crown  paler,  and 
the  crest  rufous  buff  ;  hind  neck,  lower  neck  all  routid,  and  upper 
breast  glossy  brownish  black  ;  middle  of  back  brown ;  scapulars 
■lightly  paler  and  more  rufous  ;  lower  back  darker  brown  ;  rump 
and  upper  tail-coverts  blackish  brown  or  black  glossed  with  green; 
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tsil  brown ;  primariea  wbity-browD,  white  towuda  the  base,  the 
tips  of  all,  the  outer  borders  of  the  first  five,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  first  dark  Inrown ;  seconduies  creamy -white,  each  with  a 
sabterminal  brown  bar  and  white  tip ;  tertiaries  and  most  oE  the 
wing-coverts  gre;^h  brown,  the  coverts  near  the  edge  of  the 
wing,  sides  of  body,  and  sides  of  back  at  the  junctiaii  of  the 
wings,  onder  wing-corerts,  and  axillaries  white ;  lower  plume^ 
from  breast  to  under  tail-coverts  glossy  brownish  black,  browner  ia 
the  middle  of  the  abdomen.  . 
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FemaU  almost  uniform  greyish  brown  above,  scapulars  rather 
paler ;  tail  and  quills  as  in  male,  except  that  the  secondaries  are 
greyish  white ;  sides  of  head  below  eye  and  of  neck,  chin,  throat, 
and  all  lower  parts  whitiah.  This  bird  may  be  known  from 
femalefl  of  other  Pochards  occurring  in  India  by  having  the  lower 
surface  white  throughout. 

The  adult  male  has  the  bill  vermilion  red,  the  nail  whitish  or 
pink ;  irides  reddish  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  orange-red.  Females 
and  young  males  have  the  bill  black,  reddish  or  orange  towards  the 
tip ;  irides  brown  ;  legs  brownish  orange  te  yellow. 

Length  of  male  21 ;  tail  3 ;  wing  10-5  ;  tarsus  1-75 ;  bill  from 
gape  2-25,     Females  are  slightly  smaller. 

Distribution.  This  Pochard  breeds  in  Southern  Europre,  Northern 
Africa,  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Black  and  Caspian  S€«s,  Persia, 
and  Eastern  Turkestan,  It  is  a  winter  visitor  throughout 
Northern  and  Central  India,  but  rare  in  the  Deccan  and  farther 
south.  I^yard,  however,  believed  he  saw  it  in  Ceylon.  It  ifr 
found  in  Assam  and  Manipur,  but  has  only  been  recorded  from 
Burma  by  Blytb,  who  quotes  it,  on  unknown  authority,  from 
Bhiimo. 

Hahitt,  ^e.  The  Eed-crested  Pochard  appears  in  Northern  India 
in  the  latter  part  of  October  or  in  November,  and  leaves  about  the 
end  of  March.  It  often  arrives  in  vety  lai^  flocks,  but  when 
settled  for  the  winter  keeps  usually  in  moderate  sized  or  very 
small  parties.  It  dives  and  swims  well,  has  a  strong  heavy  flight, 
and  is  found  chiefly  on  large  jheels  and  tanks,  or  on  rivers,^ 
keeping  to  fairly  open  water.   Its  food  is  chiefly  vegetable,  though 
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it  feeds  largely  on  insects,  worms,  frogs,  and  fish ;  and,  despite 
Jerdon's  high  opinion  of  it  as  a  bird  for  the  table,  mj  own 
experience  coincides  with  Hume's — it  is  sometimes  excellent  bat 
more  often,  in  India,  rank  and  inferior.  The  call-note  is  said  to 
be  a  deep  grating  ^^Jcurr.'*  No  one  has  yet  found  this  Pochaid 
breeding  within  our  limits. 

Genus  NYBOCA,  Fleming,  1822. 

The  five  species  of  Pochard,  besides  Netta  rufria^  that  occur  in 
India  may  either  be  kept  in  one  genus  or  divided  amongst  two, 
three,  or  four  genera  on  account  oi.  differences  in  the  form  of  the 
bill  and  the  presence  or  absence  of  a  crest.  The  first  plan  is  more 
convenient.  All  have  the  bill  of  moderate  length,  slightly  raised 
at  the  base,  and  either  equally  broad  throughout  or  slightly 
broader  near  the  tip,  with  the  culmen  concave  and  the  border  of 
the  feathered  base  above  the  gape  convex ;  the  nostril  is  situated 
nbout  one-third  the  length  of  the  bill  from  the  base,  and  the 
lamellae  are  short  and  distant,  less  prominent  than  in  Netta,  Wings 
rather  short,  pointed;  tail  cuneate,  of  14  feathers.  Hind  toe 
broadly  lobed. 

The  breeding  habits  of  all  the  species  are  very  similar. 

Key  to  the  Species, 

a.  Males  in  ordinary  plumage, 

a'.  Back  and   scapulars   distinctly  barred  or 
vermiculated. 

a**.  Head  and  neck  chestnut N.  fenna^  p.  458. 

6".  Head  and  neck  black,  glossed  green  . , .  .*    iV\  marila,  p.  462. 
b'.  Back  and  scapulars  merely  speckled. 
c\  rio  crest. 

a".  Head  and  neck  dull  chestnut N.ferruf^nea,  p.  460. 

b^.  Head  and  neck  black    N.  baen^  p.  461. 

<f' .  A  nuchal  crest ;  head  and  neck  black ....     N^fuUguia^  p.  463. 

b.  Females, 
4i\  No  crest. 

e".  No  white  on  forehead  or  lores, 
c^.  No  white  speculum  on  Eecondaries  ....     N.ferina,  p.  458. 
d*,  A  white  speculum  on  secondaries. 

a*.  Head  and  neck  rufous-brown N./erruginea^  p.  460. 

6^  Head  and  neck  blackish   N,  baeri,  p.  401. 

/''.  Forehead  and  lores  white    N,  wrn^la^  p.  462. 

d*.  A  crest    Nfuligula,  p.  463. 

1605.  NTroca  ferina.     TJie  Pochard  or  Dun-bird. 

Anas  ferina,  Linn,  Syst,  Nat,  i,  p.  203  (1766). 

Nvroca  ferina,  Fleming,  Phil.  Zool,  ii,  p.  260  (1822) ;  Sakadari, 

Cat.  B,  M,  xxvii,  p.  335. 
Aythva  ferina,  Boity  IsiSy  1822,  p.  504;  Jerdon^  B,  L  iii,  p.  812; 

AVtiicsAvi,  J,A.S,  B.  xli,  pt.  2,  p.  255  ;  Lloyd,  Ibis,  1873,  p.  420; 

Hunte,  S,  F.  i,  p.  264;  Adam,  ibid,  p.  402;  ii,  p.  841;  Buiier, 

S,  F,  iv,  p.  80;  V,  p.  234 ;  BaU,  S,  F,  vii,  p.  232. 
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Faligula  ferina,  Steph.  in  Shaw's  Gen,  ZooL  xii,  pt.  2,  p.  193  (1824) ; 
Bfyth,  Cat.  p.  306 ;  Davids,  4<  Wend,  S,  F,  vii,  p.  9:J :  Hume,  ibid. 
p.  496 ;  id.  Cat.  no.  968 ;  Hutne  j-  Marsh,  Game  B,  iii,  p.  247,  pi. ; 
Ijegge^  Birds  Ceyl,  p.  1090,  note ;  Butler,  S,  F,  ix,  p.  438 ;  Jteid, 
S.  F.  X,  p.  84 ;  DavidsLm,  ibid.  p.  328 ;  Taylor,  ibid,  p.  531 ; 
Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  412  ;  Hume,  S,  F,  xi,  p.  346. 

The  Bed-headed  Pochard,  Jerdon;  Burdr-nar,  Ldl-sir,  H. ;  Ldl- 
muriya,  Beng. ;  Cheitn,  Nepal;  Thordingnam,  Manipur. 

ColorcUion.  Male,  Head  and  neck  rufous  chestnut;  base  of 
neck  all  round,  with  upper  back  and  upper  breast,  glossy  black ; 
hack,  scapulars,  tertiaries,  and  sides  of  body  finely  vermiculated 
with  black  and  greyish  white;  lower  breast  and  abdomen  the 
.same,  but  with  the  dark  vermiculation  growing  fainter  on  the 
upper  abdomen  ;  lower  back,  rump,  upper  and  under  tail-coverts, 
And  vent-feathers  black ;  tail  dark  brown ;  wing-coverts  grey, 
more  or  less  vermiculated  with  white ;  primaries  greyish  brown, 
•darker  at  tip  and  on  outer  webs  ;  secondaries  grey,  more  or  less 
vermiculated  with  white  on  outer  webs. 

Female,  Head,  neck,  upper  back,  and  upper  breast  rufous-brown, 
blackish  on  crown,  mixed  with  white  to  a  varying  extent  on  sides 
of  head,  throat,  and  fore  neck  ;  back  and  scapulars  grey,  vermicu- 
lated with  black,  but  less  distinctly  than  in  the  male;  the  wing- 
coverts  are  sometimes  vermiculated,  sometimes  grey  throughout; 
rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  black,  indistinctly  speckled  with  grey ; 
tail  and  quill  feathers  as  in  male;  lower  parts  sullied  white; 
£anks,  lower  abdomen,  and  under  tail-coverts  brownish  and 
vermiculated. 

Bill  bluish  grey,  the  tip  and  base  black ;  irides  orange-yellow ; 
legs  bluish  grey  (Jerdon), 

Length  of  male  18*5 ;  tail  2*25 ;  wing  8*5 ;  tarsus  1*5 ;  bill 
from  gape  2'2.    Female  a  little  smaller,  wing  about  8. 

Distributiou,  Throughout  the  Palaearctic  region  from  the  British 
Islands  to  Japan,  breeding  chiefly  in  the  western  part  of  the 
north  temperate  zone,  and  migrating  south  in  winter.  This 
Duck  visits  Northern  India  in  large  numbers,  and  is  found  in  the 
Peninsula  as  far  south  as  Bellary,  though  less  common  to  the 
southward,  but  it  has  not  been  obtained  in  Mysore  or  farther  south, 
nor  in  Ceylon.  It  has  recently  been  recorded  from  Northern 
Burma  near  Mandalay,and  it  is  far  from  rare  in  Assam  and  Manipur. 

Habits,  S^c.  The  Pochard  arrives  in  India  in  the  latter  half  of 
October  or  beginning  of  November,  and  leaves  in  March,  as  a  rule. 
Its  favourite  haunts  during  the  day  are  in  large  jheels  (broads)  or 
tanks  \iith  open  water  in  the  middle.  On  these  it  occurs  generally 
in  lai|^  flocks,  less  often  in  very  small  parties  or  singly.  It  may 
also  be  found  on  rivers  or  on  the  sea-coast.  Pochards  swim  and 
xlive  well,  but  walk  badly.  They  generally  sit  on  the  water  when 
resting,  not  on  land,  keeping  the  body  low  and  the  neck  drawn 
in.  They  feed  largely  by  night,  but  also  in  the  day,  and  obtain 
much  of  their  food,  which  is  chiefly  vegetable,  by  diving.  Their 
£ight  is  strong  and  accompanied  by  a  peculiar  rustling  sound; 
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but  they  rise  slow!]-  and  heavily.  The  call-note  of  this  bird  la  & 
low  harsh  sound  like  "kui-i-."  In  India,  away  from  the  sea-i:oaBt, 
this  IS  one  of  the  beut  ducks  for  the  table,  neorlv,  if  not  quile, 
equal  to  Pintail,  It  bus  not  been  detected  breeding  wilhin  the 
Empire.  Its  breeding  habits  in  northern  laads  much  resemble 
tbose  of  N,  ferruginca. 

1006.  Nyroca  fermginea.     27ie  Whlu-eyed  Duck. 
Amu  nyroca,  Giildemt.  Noc.  Cvm.  Petrtip.  xiv,  pt,  1,  p.  403  (1770), 
AnoH  africana  Jt  A.  fifrruginea,  Gm.  Sytt.  Nat.  \,  2,  pp.  RS3,  6iS 

(ir«8).  , 

Auas  leumphthalinu?,  BoTkhautm,  Dmttche  Fauna,  i,  p.  664  (1798). 
Aytli^B  D^TOca,  Boie,  Isig,  1822,  p.  fi64  ;  Jerdon,  B.  1.  iii,  p,  813; 
Hume  i  Henders.  Lah.  to  Turk.  p.  297 ;  Hmnt,  N.  ^  E.  p.  045( 
Lloyd,  IhU,  1873,  p,  420  j  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p,  2I1S ;  Adam,  ibid. 
p.  40^:  Buffrr,  S. /'.  iv,  p.  80;  v,  p.  234;  navidt.  $  WeHd.S.F. 
TJi,  p.  W3 ;  BaU,  ibid.  p.  232. 
FuliRula  njrotrs,  SIrph.  m  SAato't  Gen.  Zool.  zii,  pi.  S,  p.  201 ,  pi.  65 
(1824) ;  Sfyrli,  Vat.  p.  307 ;  Adam»,  P.  Z.  S.  1658,  p.  610;  WjrfA, 
Jiirda  Burnt,  p.  106 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  493 ;  id.   Cat.  do.  069 : 
Sa^y,S.F.yiu,  p.  363;  Hvmf^Marik.  OamtB.ui,  p.  363,  pL  & 
pi iv (egg);  Sidduhih, IbiM,  1881,  p,  100 ;  Scufly,  S,id.  p.  593 ;  TiW, 
£  ^.  ix,  p.  93;  Hume,  ibid.  p.  2fi0;  BiMrr,  ibid,  p.  439;  Stid, 
S.  F.  X,  p.  84 :  Damdmn,  ibid,  p,  320 ;  Taj/lor,  Aid.  pp.  G28,  631 ; 
Oalea,  B.  B.  ii,p.  287  ;  id.  in  JfumeS  A".  *  F.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  2^2  j 
Barna,  Birds  Bom.  p.  413 ;  Hnmf,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  347. 
Nttoob  feiTUginea,  Sharpt  ISf  Drfmrr,  B.  Eur.  n,  p.  6S1,  pi.  438 ; 
'Sicinh.  4-  BrtrBM,  Ibit,  1886,  p.  138  j  St.  John,  Ihts,  1889,  p.  180 ; 
Sharpe,  Tark.  Mim.,  Aim,  p.  133. 
Nyroca  idricBna,  Saluadori,  Cat.  B.  M.  xxTii,  p.  343. 
Karehiija,  Bwar-iitada,  II. ;  Ldt-bigri,    Bhuti-bdna,  Beag. ;    Bumu, 
Sind ;  Malac,  N<^pal  Terai. 

Coloraiiim.  Male.  Head,  ueck  and  breast,  and  sides  of  breast 
dull  chestnut,  a  white  spot  on  chin,  and  a  blackish -brown  collar 
round  lower  neck,  joining  the  upper  back;  upper  plumage 
generallj  blackish  brown;  bock  and  scapulars  minutely  speckled 
with  rufous-brown  ;  tail  dark  brown ;  outer  primaries  dark  brown, 
with  an  increasing  amount  of  white  on  the  baiial  portion  of  thir 
inner  web;  inner  primaries  and  secondaries  white,  each  with  a 
broad  brow-n  tip ;  tertiaries  blackish  brown,  slightly  glossed  with 
green;  wing-coi'erts  on  edge  of  wing  white;  other  wing-coverts 
dark  brown ;  abdomen  white ;  sides  of  body  reddish  brown ; 
lower  flanks  blackish  ;  lower  abdomen  more  or  less  brown  ;  under 
tail-coTerts  white. 

Pemalt  nimilnr  but  much  duller,  the  head  and  neck  reddish 
brown ;  upper  plumage  brown ;  the  reddish  brown  on  the  breast 
is  mised  with  white,  and  pa^es  into  the  sullied  white  area  of  the 
belly  instead  of,  as  in  the  male,  ending  abruptly  against  it. 

Young  Wrds  have  the  head  and  neck  ochreous  brown,  darker 
above  ;  otherwise  like  the  female,  but  paler. 

Bill  bluish  black ;  irides  white ;  legs  and  feet  plumbeous  or 
dusky  grey ;  i.>lawe  and  nebs  dusky  to  black. 
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Length  16 ;  tail  2*2;  wing  7*25 ;  tarsus  1*2  ;  bill  from  gape  2. 
Females  a  little  less. 

Distribution.  The  Mediterranean  area,  Central  and  Eastern 
£iiiope,  and  South-western  Asia,  breeding  as  far  east  as  Kashmir, 
where  this  species  is  a  permanent  resident.  It  is,  however,  only  a 
winter  yisitor,  so  far  as  is  known,  to  the  plains  of  India ;  it  is 
eommon  at  that  season  throughout  Northern  India,  as  far  east  as 
Bengal ;  less  abundant,  but  still  far  from  rare,  in  Northern  Burma, 
Assam,  Manipur,  Central  India,  the  Central  ProTinces,  and  the 
Bombay  Presidency ;  of  occasional  occurrence  only  about  Batnagiri, 
and  not  recorded  from  Southern  India  or  Cevlon. 

_  •  _  

Habits,  ifc.  G^enerally  in  Xorthern  India  the  White-eyed  Duck 
arrives  about  the  end  of  October  and  leaves  in  March ;  but  some 
birds  are  said  to  remain  later  in  Sind,  and  may  possibly  breed 
there.  This  Pochard  is  generally  met  with  in  scattered  small 
parties,  or  singly,  dispersed  over  weedy  and  rushy  pieces  of  water 
of  all  sizes,  and  it  rises,  when  disturbed,  in  twos  or  threes,  not  in 
flocks.  In  places  it  is  met  with  on  the  sea-coast.  It  is  a  splendid 
diver,  and  a  wounded  bird  is  very  difficult  to  capture.  Practically 
omnivorous,  like  most  ducks,  it  appears  to  feed  to  a  considerable 
extent  on  insects  and  their  larvae,  Crustacea  and  mollusca,  and  its 
flesh  in  India  is  of  very  inferior  flavour.  The  call  somewhat 
resembles  that  of  the  Pochard.  These  ducks  breed  abundantly  in 
the  Kashmir  lakes  in  June,  and  lay  9  or  10  egg;s  in  a  nest  of  dry 
rushes  placed  amongst  thick  reeds  or  water-plants,  close  to  the 
water.  The  eggs  have  a  faint  brownish  tinge,  and  measure  about 
2-1  by  1*49. 

1607.  Nyroca  baeri.     The  Eastern  Whits-^ed  Duck. 

Anas    (Fuligula)  baeri,  Badde,  Beis,  S.O,  Stbir.  ii,  p.  876,  pL  15 

(1863). 
Nyroca  oaeri,  Salvadori,  Cat,  B,  M,  xxvii,  p.  344. 
FuHgula  baeri,  F,  Finn,  R  A.  S.  B.  1896,  p.  61 ;  id.  J.  A.  8.  B. 

Ixvi,  pt.  2,  p.  625  ;  Sclater,  P.  Z.  6'.  1806,  p.  780. 

This  Duck  is  a  very  near  ally  of  N.  ferrwjinea,  but  is  dis- 
tinguished by  both  sexes  having  the  head  and  neck  black,  glossed 
with  green  in  the  male,  but  brownish  and  with  very  little  gloss  in 
the  female,  in  which  sex  also  the  lores  are  rufous-brown.  The 
basal  portion  of  the  primaries,  too,  in  the  present  species  is  light 
greyish  bro\\Ti,  not  white.  In  other  respects  the  two  species  are 
similar,  there  is  the  same  white  Mp<*culum  on  the  secondaries,  and  the 
«ame  sharp  division  between  the  chestnut  breast  and  white  abdomen 
in  the  male,  whilst  the  two  pass  into  each  other  in  the  female. 

Bill  bluish,  the  base  and  nail  black  ;  iridos  white  or  pale  yellow ; 
feet  lead-grey  (Daiid), 

Length  18;  tail  2*4  ;  wing  8-25  ;  tarsus  1*3  ;  bill  from  gape  2. 

Distribution.  Eastern  Silx-ria,  China,  and  Japan.  Although 
specimens  appear  to  have  hnm  DhtainiMJ  in  l^uigal  by  Duvaucel, 
the  occurrence  of  this  Pochiinl  in  India  had  bc.»en  completely 
overlooked  until  Mr.   Frank   Finn,  in  February  1806,  obtainecl 
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several  spedmens  in  the  CaltiiHa  bazaar  and  identified  Ifaein. 
He  then,  on  eHiniuing  tlie  s|)ecimeni  of  Fidiyvla  nyroca  collected 
by  Mr,  Blj-th,  found  that  one  of  them,  wbich  had  been  in  the- 
Aeialic  Society's  Sluseiim  since  1842,  waa  &  female  of  S.  I^airi,  t 
learu  from  Mr.  Finu  that  Id  the  present  year  (1897)  Ibia  Duck 
has  again  been  obtained  commonly  in  Caleulta.  so  it  is  probable 
that  this  species  has  hitherlo  been  confounded  with  the  nearly 
allied  N.ferrtujinea. 

1608.  Nyroca  marila.     Thf  Scaup. 

Anns  marila,  Linn.  &fit.  Nnt.  i.  p.  190  (1'^)' 

Fuligula  marila,  Steph.  <n  SAaw'e  Gm.  Zont.  xii,  pt.  3,  p,  ISIS  (1&24) :  ' 
a.  R.  Grna,  Cat.  Mamm.  l^c.  Call.  Jlodgion,  p.  147 ;  Btyth,  Cat. 
p.  30(1 ;  Jirdim,  B.  J.  iii,  p.  8U ;  B«me,  Cat.  no.  870 ;  Humt  ^ 
Marth.  Game  S.  iii,  p.  271,  pi, ;  Iliime,  S.  F.  x,  pp.  loS,  174  j 
Stukrr,  ibid.  p.  424;  Mirrrag,  T'ert.  Znoi.  Sind,  p.  SOo;  Barnet, 
Bird*  Bom.  p.  413 ;  Saimdori,  Cat.  B.  At.  iivii,  p.  3.35. 

Colonrtitm.  Malt  i»  breeding-plumage.  Head,  neck,  breast, 
and  upper  bauk  black,  the  bead  and  neck  glossed  with  green ; 
rest  of  uack  and  scapulars  white  with  narrow  dgzag  block  bars ; 
romp  and  upper  taiUcoverta  black ;  tail  btockish  ;  wiiig-coTert» 
brownisb  black,  speckled  and  vermiculated  with  white ;  quills 
brownish  black, inner  iiebs  of  primaries  except  at  the  tip  brou'nitih 
grey,  secondaries  white  with  brown  tips,  tertiaries  glossed  with 
green ;  abdomen  and  flanks  white,  low  er  abdomen  much  luixed  or 
vermiculated  with  dark  brown ;  vent  and  under  tail-coverts 
blackish  brown. 

Males  in  mou  I  ting-plum  age  closely  resemble  females.  Immaturo 
males  have  white  at  the  buss  of  the  bill  like  females,  but  are 
darker  in  colour  than  the  latter. 

Female..  Forehead,  lores,  and  more  or  less  of  the  chin  white, 
encircling  the  base  of  the  bill ;  rest  of  bead,  neck,  upper  bock, 
and  upper  breast  brown,  the  but  mixed  with  white  and  passing 
into  the  white  of  the  abdomen,  not  sharply  defined  as  in  the  mole ; 
back  and  scapulars  vermtculiLted  brown  and  white,  flanks  the 
same  but  with  more  white ;  rurap,  upper  toil-coverts,  and  tail 
dark  brown  ;  winga  as  in  the  male  but  duller  and  browner. 
Toung  birds  are  browner  still. 

Bill  and  legs  hght  lead-grey ;  webs  and  nail  of  the  bill  blockish  ;. 
irides  yellow  ^Snlvadori). 

Length  of  male  about  IS;  tail  2-2;  wing  9  j  tarsus  IS;  bill 
from  ga|w  21.     Females  slightly  less. 

IHtlriliiition.  The  Scaup  is  a  very  rare  winter  visitor  to  India. 
Isolated  occurrences  have  been  recorded  from  Kashmir,  Kulu  and 
Nepal  in  llie  Himalayas,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  AUock, 
Gurgaon  near  Delhi,  and  Kanlchi  in  the  plains  of  India,  and  even 
Bombay  (Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  ii.  p.  97).  Col.  McMaster  is  of 
opinion  that  he  saw  several  birds  of  this  species  near  BerhomportT 
in  the  Northyrn  Cii-cant,     The  Scaup  is  chiefly  a  bird  of  the  norlh 
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temperate  zone,  breeding  in  Europe,  Asia,  snd  America  &s  Ear 
north  as  lat.  70°,  and  visiting  in  winter  the  shores  of  Western 
Europe,  the  British  Islands,  the  Mediterranean  sparingly,  the 
Blacb  Sea,  Caspian,  China,  and  Japan,  and  corresponding  latitudes 
in  North  America. 

Habits,  ^V-  The  Scaup,  Scaup-Dnck,  or  Scsup-Pochard  derives  its 
name  from  feeding  on  mussels  (Muasel-scaups  or  Mussel-scalps  are 
the  beds  on  which  mussels  are  aggregated,  see  Newton,  Diet.  Birds, 
p.  815).  In  Europe  it  is  chieSy  a  salt-water  bird,  seldom  found 
inland  except  at  the  breeding-season. 

1609.  Hyroca  fulijtnla.     The  Tufted  Daeh 
Anas  fuliirula,  Linn.  Su»e.  N^t.  i,  p,  207  (1706). 
Anas  cristata,  Lead,  Suit.  Cat.  p.  39  (ISIQ),  tuc  Qmelin, 
Njroea  fuligula,  Fkm.  Phil.  Zo-il.  ii,  p.  260  (1822). 
FuUgula  cristata,  Steph.  in  Shaw»  Gen.  Zoot.  xii,  pt.  2,  p.  100  (1824) : 

£lyth,  Cat.  p.  306 ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  815 ;  Mc.MaxUr,  J.  A.  S.  B. 

xl,  pt.  2,  p.  215 ;  Oodw.-Amt.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xhLi,  pt.  2,  p.  176 ;  BatUr, 

S.  F.  iv,  p.  31  ;  T,  p.  2.S1 ;  BaU,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  2:i2  ;  Httme,  ibid. 

p.  496;  id.   Cat.  no.  971 ;  Surne  ^  Marih.   G-ime  B.  iii,  p.  277; 

Tidai,  S.  F.  ix,  p.  93;  Butkr,  ibid.  p.  439;  Scufft/,  Ibi*,  1831, 

P.S93;  ifei<j,  5.>.  i,p.85;  liaoid»on,ibid.-f.Z2Q;  Bamet,  Birda 

Bom.  p.  414 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  li,  p.  347. 
Fuliz  criatata,  StoliaJca,  J.  A.  S.  B.  ili,  pt.  2,  p.  2o6;  Hame,  8.  P. 

i,  p.  265 ;  Davids.  ^  Wend.  S.  F.  vii.  p.  93. 
Fnligula  fuligula,  Salaadun,  Cat.  B.  M.  iivii,  p.  363. 
DiAani,  Ablak,  SaAwdra,  11. ;   Turdndo,  Sind ;  Mdlac,  Nepal  Terai ;. 
Netla  cMibma,  Tel, 


Fig.  121.-'HeBd  of  K  fidxgtda.    i. 


Coloration,  Male.  Head,  neck,  breast,  upper  parts,  wings,  and 
tail  black,  sides  of  head  and  of  upper  neck  glossed  with  green ; 
ocoiput  and  long  pendent  occipital  crest  glossed  with  purple ;  back 
and  scapulars  hnely  speckled  with  whitish ;  primacies  greyish 
brown,  dark  brown  on  outer  borders  and  tips,  secondaries  white  with 
black  tips,  tertiaries  glossed  with  green ;  abdomen  and  sides  of 
body  white ;  under  tail-coverts  black. 

m  the  female  the  head,  neck,  and  upper  parts  are  brown  as  is 
the  upper  breast,  but  this  colour  passes  gradually  into  the  white 
or  pale  ashy  brown  of  the  abdomen  ;  flanks  brown  ;  crest  present 
but  smaller  than  in  the  male. 

Toong  birds  resemble  females  but  are  paler.    Males  after  the 
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summer  moult  are  brown  instead  of  black,  and  hare  the  back  and 
lower  neck  indistinctly  powdered  widh  greyish  white. 

Bill,  legs,  and  feet  from  dull  leaden  to  light  greyish  blue  ;  tip  of 
bill  black ;  irides  golden  yeUow  (Hume), 

Length  17 ;  tail  2-2 ;  wing  8 ;  tarsus  1*4 ;  bill  from  gape  1*9. 
Females  slightly  smaller. 

Distribution.  Throughout  the  Palsearctic  region,  breeding  fur 
North  and  migrating  South  in  winter,  when  this  duck  is  found  in 
North  Africa  as  far  south  as  Shoa,  and  in  India.  It  perhaps  breeds 
in  Lake  Ashangi  on  the  highlands  of  Abyssinia,  but  it  has  not 
hitherto  been  obser?ed  so  doing  in  the  Himalayas,  where  it  is  not 
common.  It  has  not  been  recorded  from  Pegu,  Tenasserim,  Ceylon, 
or  the  southern  portion  of  liidia,  the  most  southern  locality  known 
being  the  northern  part  ol  the  Coimbatore  district,  but  it  is  common 
in  the  Deccan,  Central  Provinces,  and  Chutia  Nagpur ;  Hume  found 
it  in  great  abundance  in  Manipur,  and  it  has  recently  been  met 
with  near  Mandalay  in  the  Irrawaddy  valley.  Throughout  the 
indo-Gangetic  plain  it  occurs,  but  in  no  great  abundance. 

Habits^  ^c,  Th^  Tufted  Duck  arrives  in  India  in  October  or 
November  and  leaves  generally  about  March,  but  some  birds 
remain  longer,  and  Jerdon  relates  having  shot  one  at  Hyderabad 
(Deccan)  in  June.  Birds  of  this  species  in  India  are  generally 
found  in  small  scattered  parties  or  singly,  occasionally  in  laree 
flocks,  on  open  sheets  of  water  in  the  middle  of  tanks  or  jbeels. 
They  dive  very  well  and  both  swim  and  fly  rapidly.  Their  food 
appears  to  be  largely  animal,  though  of  course  they  feed  P^i^tly  on 
vegetables,  and  they  afford  as  a  rule  indifferent  food.  They  are 
not  known  to  breed  within  Indian  limits. 

Genus  CLANOULA,  Leach,  1816. 

Bill  shorty  higher  than  broad  at  the  base,  not  much  flattened  at 
the  tip,  tapering  slightly  throughout,  more  rapidly  and  rounded  at 
the  end;  culmen  nearly  straight;  nostrik  rather  nearer  to  the 
tip  of  the  bill  than  to  the  base ;  lamellas  short,  stout,  not  dose 
together.  Wings  pointed ;  tail  rather  long,  much  rounded,  of  16 
stiff  feathers ;  legs  short,  placed  far  aft ;  tarsus  scutellate  in  front, 
hind-toe  broadly  lobed.  The  posterior  end  of  the  stemtun  is 
prolonged  as  in  Meiyanser, 

This  genus  of  Diving  Ducks  contains  three  species*  all  of 
northern  range,  and  all,  as  a  rule,  keeping  to  the  sea,  except  in  the 
breeding-season.  One  species  has  occasionally  been  obtained  in 
Northern  India. 

1610.  Clangnla  glandon.    The  Ootden-tye. 
Anas  clangula  &  A.  glaucion>  Linn,  Syd.  Nat.  i,  p.  201  (1760). 


Stoker,  ibid.  p.  424 ;  Barnes, Btrdt Bom.  p. 415 ;  Seniiy,  J.A.'&B, 
Ivi,  pt.  2,  p.  80. 
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Colorathn.  Malt.  Head  and  upper  neck  dark  glou^  gTCen; 
featben  of  crown  slightly  lengtbened  ;  chin  aiid  throat  sooty  black, 
a  l&rge  round  while  spot  on  each  cheek  close  to  the  g&pe ;  lower 
neck  all  round,  lower  parts,  and  aidea  of  body  white  ;  long  flank- 
feathers  with  black  edges,  feathers  of  lower  flanks  brown ;  back. 


Fig.  122.— Hjftdof C. jimiCToo,  f 
iimer  and  longer  ac&pulars,  upper  tail-corerta,  tail,  smaller  wing- 
corerts,  primaries  and  their  coverta,  and  tertiaries  and  their  coverts 
black  or  blackish  brown ;  onter  scapulars  white,  some  of  them 
black-edged  on  the  side ;  a  large  white  patch  on  each  wing, 
consisting  of  the  secondaries  and  toeir  greaterand  median  coverts ; 
basal  portions  of  greater  coverta  black. 

Female.  Head  and  upperneck  brown;  an  imperfect  white  collar; 
upper  breast  greyish  ;  upper  parts,  wings,  and  tail  blackish  brown, 
upper  back,  upper  scapulars,  and  wing-coverts  with  greyish  edges  ; 
■econdaries  white,  terminal  portions  of  their  greater  coverts  whit«, 
with  some  brown  at  the  tips  and  the  basal  portions  dark  brown  ^ 
lower  parta  white,  lower  flanks  partly  brown. 

Bill  blinsb  black  in  male,  brownish  in  female ;  irides  golden 
yellow  i  legs  and  feet  orange-yellow,  the  webs  dusky  (Salvadori). 

Length  18;  tail  3-5  ;  wing  9  ;  tarsus  1-5;  bill  from  gape  1-8: 
females  are  a  little  smaller,  wing  7*75. 

Digtribviion.  In  north  temperate  and  subarctic  sonea.  This 
Puck  breeds  far  to  the  North  and  migrates  to  South  Europe,  North 
Africa,  Persia,  China,  and  the  United  3tatt«  of  America  in  winter. 
Specimens  have  been  obtained  in  the  Indus  valley  by  Sir  A.  Bumea, 
Col.  Terbury,  and  Mr.  B.  N.  Stoker,  and  one  was  procured  in 
Oudh  by  Dr.  Bonavia. 

Genus  KBISKATUBA,  Bonap.,  1832. 
This  genus  may  ba  recognized  by  its  remarkable  stiff  tail, 
ilmoet  recalling  that  of  a  Woodpecker,  and  by  ita  equally  singular 
t»ll,  of  which  the  upper  mandible  is  much  swollen  at  the  base  and 
as  far  forward  as  the  nostrils ;  the  culmen  is  concave,  the  anterior 
part  of  the  bill  broad  and  Qtt,  the  nail  very  small,  the  upper 
nuindiblfl  overlapping  the  lower.    The  nostrils  are  large,  nearer 
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to  the  bnee  of  the  bill  thnn  to  the  tip ;  lamellcc  conrse.  The 
\tiiige  are  short ;  the  tail  about  haJf  the  leogth  of  tbc  wing, 
cuoeate,  composed  of  18  very  stiff,  narrow,  poioted  feathers  ;  tere! 
short;  feet  large,  hind  toe  broadly  lobed. 

Seven  species  are  huonn,  widely  distributed,  bnt  the  majority 
are  peculiar  to  the  Southern  hemiephere.  One  species  la  an 
occasional  visitor  to  India. 

1611.  Erismatara  leococephala.     77k  Whife-headtd  Duel-. 

Anna  leucoceplialus,  Scop.  Ann.  I.  Uisl.  Knl.  p.  06  (1709). 

Erii^mntum  leucocephala,  Iflyth^  Cot.  p.  308 ;  Hnnif  <^  Marth.  Qame 
J?,  iii,  p.  289 ;  i/«mf,  S. /".  viii,  p. -Ififl ;  ix,  p.  IKXi:  s,  p.168) 
St.  John,  Ait,  leSB,  p.  178 ;  Salvador!,  Cat,  B.  M.  isvii,  p.  442 ; 
F.  Finn,  P.  A.  8.  B.  1890,  p.  62 ;  Skenrood.  Jtmr.  Dma.  N.  JET. 


Fig.  123 — Hwd  of  E.  Inicno^Ma.    i 

CclorOtion.  Male.  Crown  black;  forehead,  sides  of  head  to 
above  eye,  chin,  and  nape  whit^ ;  a  blackish  ring  round  the  nedc 
beneath  the  white,  passing  on  the  breast  and  sides  into  dull 
ferruginous  barred  irregularly  vith  black;  back,  scapulars,  ruiup, 
and  sides  of  body  buff,  more  or  less  rufous,  spet^kled  and  verinicU' 
lated  with  black;  upper  tail-coverts  chestnut;  tail  blackish  (often 
faded);  wings  brown,  the  coverts  and  the  outer  webs  of  the 
secondaries  speckled  with  buff ;  lower  parts  from  breast  pale  buff, 
the  dork  baies  of  the  feathers  showing. 

Femalrt  and  young  matft  have  only  the  chin,  lower  cheeks,  and 
a  stripe  from  above  the  gape,  running  back  under  the  eye  towards 
the  nape,  white,  rest  of  the  head  block  mixed  with  rufous ;  the 
upper  tail-coveris  are  like  the  rest  of  the  upper  ports,  ond  the 
breast  is  dull  rufous  without  black  bars.  Otherwise  the  plumage 
resembles  that  of  adult  males.  Some  specimens  are  much  more 
rufous  than  others. 

Bill  pale  ultramarine  (in  life)  in  adult  males,  dull  plumbeous  in 
females  and  young  birds ;  iridee  dark  brown ;  legs  plumbeous 
black. 

Length  about  18 ;  tail  3-5  (3  to  4'5) ;  wing  6-3 ;  tarsus  I ;  bill 
from  gape  1-8. 

Ditlribwtion.  Prom  the  Mediterranean  to  Central  Asia,  generally 
n^sident.  Stragglers  have  been  found  from  Western  Europe  to 
India.  Specimens  have  been  obtained  in  Kashmir,  also  at  Peshawar, 
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near  Ladiana,  in  tbe  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  near  Boorkee,  and 
lastly  near  Hardoi  between  Lucknow  and  Bareilly.  The  specimen 
from  the  last  locality,  shot  January  22nd,  1896,  was  in  fuU  moult 
iknd  incapable  of  flight. 

ffahiUf  4^c.  The  habits  of  tliis  bird  are  very  peculiar.  It  is  a 
freshwater  form,  more  given  to  diving  than  to  flying,  and  it  swims 
rapidly  with  its  curious  stiff  tail  erect  at  right  angles  to  its  body. 
It  lays  7  to  9  dull  white  eggs  in  a  nest  amongst  reeds  or  grass,  and 
the  eggs  are  remarkable  for  their  rough,  coarse  sur&u». 

Subfamily  MERGINiE. 

Bill  subcorneal  or  snbcylindrical,  not  depressed ;  the  tip  hooked; 
iamellffi  replaced  by  tooth-like  serrations ;  feet  large>  hind  toe 
broadly  lobed. 

Key  to  the  Genera, 

•a,  Golmen  not  longer  than  tarsus ;    tail  of  16 

fSsathers Mebgus,  p.  467. 

M,  Culmea  much  longer  than  tarsus;  tail  of  18 

feathers Mbboanssb,  p.  468. 

Genus  KEROUS,  Linn.,  1766. 

An  occipital  crest,'  small  in  females.  Bill  about  as  long  as  the 
head,  tapering  throughout,  culmen  straight ;  nostril  large,  about 
one-third  the  distance  from  base  to  tip  of  bUl.  Wing  short,  pointed ; 
tail  rounded,  of  16  feathers  (occasionally  18  may  be  found) ;  legs 
situated  &r  back ;  tarsus  very  short,  foot  large.  A  single  cecum 
x>nly  according  to  Blyth. 

There  is  but  one  species. 

1612.  Mergos  albellns.    The  Smew. 

Mergus  albellus,  Lmn,  Syst  Nat.  i,  p.  209  (1766) ;  Irby,  Ibis,  1861, 
p.  261 ;  Salvadon,  Cat,  B.  Jf.  xxvii,  p.  464 

Merjrellua  albellus,  Bluth,  CW.  p.  840 ;  Jerdon,  B.  L  iii,  p.  818 ; 
Blyfh,  Ibis,  1867,  p.  176 ;  Hume,  S,  R  i,  p.  265 ;  ButUr  ^  Hume, 
S.  F.  iv,  p.  81 ;  Butler,  S,  F.  vii,  p.  188 ;  Ball,  ibid.  p.  233 ;  Hume, 
Cat.  no.  978 ;  Hume  ^  Marsh.  Game  B.  iii,  p.  293,  pi. ;  C  Swinh. 
Ibis,  1882,  p.  126 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  86;  Barnes,  Birds  Bam.  p.  417. 
Nihefme,  H.  (Etawah,  N.W.P.). 


Pig.  124.— Heed  of  AT.  atbettus.    *. 
Cohration.    Male.  Greater  part  of    plumage  white;    a  black 
patch  on  lores  including  the  eye  and  gape ;  the  hinder  feathers  of 
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the  crest,  the  back,  and  a  crescentic  band  on  each  side  of  the 
breast  all  black,  passing  on  the  rump  into  the  grey  of  the  upper 
tail-coverts ;  tail  grey-brown ;  scapulars  mostly  white,  an  outer 
black  border  to  those  on  the  outside ;  primaries  dark  brown, 
secondaries  and  their  greater  coverts  black,  both  with  white  tips, 
tertiaries  grey  with  white  borders,  the  iirst .  with  the  outer  web 
white  edged  with  black ;  marginal  wing-coverts  blackish,  central 
coverts  white ;  sides  of  body  and  flanks  barred  with  wavy  black 
lines.  After  breeding  the  female  plumage  is  assumed  for  a  short 
time. 

Female,  Lores,  including  the  eye,  dark  brown ;  crown  and  nape 
ferruginous ;  upper  parts  brown,  greyish  on  upper  back ;  wings  as 
in  the  male;  tail  brown;  lower  parts  wMte,  breast  greyish. 
Young  males  resemble  females  except  that  they  want  the  brown 
patch  on  the  lores. 

Bill  bluish  lead-colour ;  nail  generally  brown,  often  paler ;  iride» 
brown ;  legs  and  feet  lavender-grey. 

Length  17*5 ;  tail  3 ;  wing  8 ;  tarsus  1*3 ;  culmen  1-2 ;  bill 
from  gape  1*7.    Females  smaller ;  wing  7*25. 

JHstribution,  The  breeding  quarters  of  this  bird  are  in  the 
extreme  North  of  Europe  and  Asia ;  but  in  winter  it  visits  Central 
and  Southern  Europe,  Central  Asia,  China,  and  Northern  India.^ 
Within  our  limits  the  Smew  is  fairly  common  in  winter  in  the 
Punjab,  and  is  found  in  Sind,  Northern  Guzerat,  the  North-weet 
Fft)vinoes,  and  Oudh.  Jerdon  records  it  from  Cuttack,  and  I  met 
with  it  more  than  once  near  Baniganj  in  Bengal,  but  it  has  not 
been  observed  farther  east  nor  in  Southern  India. 

Habits^  j'c.  The  Smew  is  generallv  found  in  India  froni> 
November  to  March  in  small  or  moderate  sized  flocks,  which 
haunt  the  larger  jheels.  It  is  a  splendid  diver  and  swimmer,  and 
when  it  takes  to  flight — it  generaUy  prefers  to  dive — ^a  rapid  flyer  ; 
its  food,  chiefly  fish  and  water  insects,  is  obtained  by  diving.  The 
minority  of  the  birds  seen  in  India  are  immature. 

Oenus  XEBOAHSSB,  Brisson,  1760. 

Bill  much  longer  than  in  Meraus^  narrow  and  strongly  hooked 
at  the  end :  nail  as  broad  as  the  oill ;  nostril  situated  aoout  ^  to 
\  the  length  of  the  upper  mandible  ^m  the  ba^ ;  the  serration* 
representing  l^mells  with  their  points  directed  backwards. 
Head  crested.    Tail  cuneate,  of  18  feathers.    Two  cteca. 

About  six  species  are  known,  ranging  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  Northern  hemisphere  and  certain  tracts  in  the  Southern  ; 
two  occur  in  India. 

Key  to  the  Specieg, 

a.  Head  and  upper  neck  black  glossed  with 
green  {Males), 

a\  Lower  parts  white  throughout   M,  castor^  p.  469. 

b\  Upper  breast  rufous  with  blackish  marks.    If.  mrratar^  p.  470L 
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i.  Head  and  upper  neck  rufous  ( Femalet). 

c .  Chin  white,  back  grey M.  emor,  p.  469. 

a:  UMn  streaked  with  rufoua,  back  brown. .     M.  letrator,  p.  470, 

1613,  Kerguuer  castor.     T/u  Gmaander. 

Meig,w  meiyanser,  Zmn.  S;,,/.  Nat.  y>.  208  (1766);  Hume,  Cat. 
T'^  i  *^y.  */■ '!"'  P-  3«ii  -Hi™  *  i»f«r<A,  Gam.  k  iii, 
U  2W,  pL  ;  ^ume  ^  Cnpp,,  S.  F.  xi,  p.  347  ;  AUitn,  Jour.  Bom. 
iV.  a.  Hoc.  11,  «  56. 

Mewna  caator,^».  (  c  p.  209  (1766)  ;  Bfyth,  Cat.  p.  308  ;  Jtrdm, 
M.  I.  Ill,  p.  817  i  Godw.-Aiiit.  J.  A.  S.  B.  xuii,  pt.  2,  p  27fi 
.H^am*  4-  Hendert.  Lah.  to  Yark.  p.  ^7 ;  Hunu:,  8.  F.  i,  p.  423 
«irA«-  &  J.  ii,  p.  338 ;  Ball,  i6id.p.-m;  Hume,  S.  F.  rii'  a  149 
BaU,  *id.  p.  233 ;  Bidda^,  Uu,  1881,  p.  101. 

Merganser  castor  &  M.  comatuB,  Salvadon,  Oit.  B.  M.  ixTii,  pp.  472, 

The  Meiyaneer,  JerdoD. 


Fig.  125.— BiU  of  M. 


Coloration.  Male.  Head  with  a  slight  cnat  and  upper  neck 
black,  glossed  with  dark  green  except  on  throat ;  lower  neck  all 
round,  lower  parts,  and  aides  of  bodjr  pure  white  ;  upper  back  and 
scapulars  glossy  black,  a  few  oE  the  outer  scapulars  white  ;  middle 
and  lower  back,  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  ashy  grey  with  dark 
shaft-stripes,  especially  on  the  longer  toil-coverts;  sides  of  rump 
Tormiculatod  grey  and  white  ;  tail-feathers  ashy  brown  ;  primaries 
and  outer  secondaries  brownish  black,  remaining  secondaries  with 
the  secondary-coverts  whit^,  inner  coverts  near  the  back  and 
primary -co  verts  greyish  brown,  the  primary-coverts  black-tipped ; 
tertiaries  white,  with  narrow  black  outer  borders.  The  male 
moults  into  the  female  plumage  after  breeding, 

F.,.     '        '■'.'.  .    '       ."  ■  .  r^  ilorig.'i'   than   in   male) 

and  liiLk  i..i:  .i^.uu,.,-  i-L,!,  ui\;i\ii  ji-uvijci',  t'hin  and  throat  white; 

Upper  parts  from  uuc-k,  with  turtiariea,  son-    ' -"m-co verts,  and 

til  aehy  grey  ;  primaries  and  outer  seo  """ir  coverts 

biackiab  brown,  most  of  the  secondar'  '  vliite, 

greater  coverts  black  at  base ;   lower  "^B^ 

on  the  sides  of  the  body.  '*— 


ll 
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Bill  lighter  or  darker  red,  more  or  less  dusky  on  the  ridge  and 
the  nail ;  irides  reddish  brown  ;  legs  and  feet  vermilion  (Hume), 

Length  about  25  ;   tail  4*25 ;    wing  9*5  ;   tarsus  2 ;  bill  from 
gape  2'7 :  in  females  the  wing  measures  about  9. 

Distribution,  The  north  temperate  region,  the  American  race 
being  regarded  as  distinct  by  some  ornithologists.  The  Indian 
bird  is  distinguished  by  Salvadori  as  M,  comaius,  but  although  juBt 
recognizable  as  a  rule  by  its  slightly  shorter  bill  and  rather 
narrower  black  borders  to  the  tertiary  quills  in  the  male,  the 
differences  are  scarcely  of  specific  value.  The  head  of  the  female 
is  duller  and  browner  in  the  Indian  specimens  preserved  in  the 
Hume  collection  than  in  most  European  skins,  but  this  may  be 
due  to  almost  all  the  Indian  birds  having  been  collected  in  the 
cold  season.  This  Indian  race  breeds  throughout  the  higher 
Himalayas  and  in  winter  migrates  to  the  base  of  the  range,  the 
hills  south  of  Assam,  and  the  country  between  the  Ganges  and 
Godavari.  A  specimen  has  recently  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Oates 
from  Myitkyina  in  Northern  Burma,  and  a  female  was  shot  by 
Mr.  Aitken  on  the  east  side  of  Bombay  harbour  in  December 
1886.  The  last  may  possibly,  however,  have  belonged  to  the  next 
species,  which  has  occurred  at  Karachi,  whilst  M,  ccutor  has  not 
been  recorded  previously  from  "Western  India. 

HahitSj  dfc.  In  winter  the  Goosander  occurs  usually  in  small 
parties,  frequenting  rivers  and  lakes.  In  summer  it  is  found  in 
pairs  on  the  Himalayas  at  10,000  feet  and  upwards.  It  rises 
heavily  from  the  water,  but  when  on  the  wing  flies  well  and 
swiftly ;  it  lives  on  fish,  which  it  obtains  by  divine.  The  eggs 
have  not  been  as  yet  obtained  within  Indian  limits ;  the  nest  is  on 
the  ground  or  the  stump  of  a  tree,  and  from  7  to  12  huffy-white 
eggs  are  laid. 


1614.  Mergaaaer  aerrator.    The  Red-breasud  Merganser. 

Mergus  serrator,  Linn,  Syst,  Nat,  i,  p.  208  (1766)  ;  Hume  ^'  Marsh, 
Game  B.  iii,  p.  805;  Hume,  S,  F.  u,  p.  268;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom, 
p.  416. 

Mergus  castor,  ajmd  Hume,  8,  F,  iv,  p.  496 ;  Butier,  S,  F,  v,  pp.  291, 
82*3 ;  nee  Linn, 

Merganser  senator,  Saivadori,  Cat  B,  M,  xxvii,  p.  479. 

Coloration,  Male.  Head  and  upper  neck  black  glossed  with 
green  except  in  front,  the  crest  longer  than  in  M,  castor ;  a  collar 
of  white  round  the  neck,  interrupted  behind  by  a  black  longitudinal 
median  stripe ;  upper  breast  and  sides  rufous,  blotchily  streaked 
with  black ;  the  black  back  is  much  broader  than  in  M,  castor^  and 
just  in  front  of  the  shoulder  there  is  a  patch  of  white  feathers, 
each  surrounded  by  a  broad  black  border,  behind  these  the  sides 
and  the  lower  back,  rump,  and  tail-coverts  are  white  with  finely 
ondulating  black  lines ;  tad  brownish  grey ;  marginal  wing-covert 
brown ;  primaries,  outer  secondaries,  and  last  tertiaries  »*"--*-^- 
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brown ;  remaining  secondaries  and  tertiaries  and  their  greater  and 
median  coverts  white,  but  the  secondaries  and  their  greater  coyerta 
are  black  at  the  base,  forming  two  bars,  and  tlie  tertiaries  have 
black  outer  borders ;  lower  parts  from  breast  white. 

Female  with  crest  shorter  than  in  male ;  crown  and  nape  dull 
brownish  rufous,  sides  of  head  and  neck  brighter  mf  ous ;  chin  and 
throat  white,  tinged  and  streaked  with  rufous  ;  upper  parts,  tail, 
and  wing-coyerts  dull  brown,  with  greyish  edges  to  the  feathers 
primaries  and  tertiaries  blackish  brown;  secondaries  and  their 
greater  coyerts  white,  dark  brown  towards  the  base ;  lower  surface 
white. 

Bill  in  male  bright  yermilion  with  the  nail  black,  the  ridge  of 
upper  mandible  dusky ;  irides  bright  red ;  feet  bright  yermilion.  In 
females  and  young  birds  the  colours  are  duller.  The  bill  is 
longer,  narrower  and  much  less  hooked  at  the  end  than  in 
M,  castor. 

Length  of  male  about  22 ;  tail  3-3 ;  wing  9*75 ;  tarsus  1*8  ; 
bill  from  gape  2*75.     Females  are  smaller :  tail  3,  wing  9. 

Digiribution,  Pretty  well  throughout  the  north  temperate  zone, 
both  on  the  sea-coast  and  in  fresh  water,  breeding  to  the  north- 
ward  and  wintering  in  the  Mediterranean  area.  Central  Asia,  the 
United  States,  &c.  Probably  this  bird  is  fairly  common  on  the 
coast  of  Baluchistan,  but  only  two  captures  have  been  recorded 
within  Indian  limits  and  one  of  these  erroneously*.  There  are, 
however,  in  the  British  Museum  the  wings  of  a  bird  obtained  at 
Karachi  by  Major  Yerbur}\  The  Merganser  shot  in  Bombay 
harbour  by  Mr.  Aitken  may  possibly,  as  already  su^ested,  have 
been  this  species. 


*  The  bird  ftated  in  'Stray  Feather8'(/.  «.  r.)  mod  the  British  MnseamCatft- 
1  goe  to  hare  been  shot  by  Captain  Bishop  at  Manora,  Karachi  harbour,  waa 
really  obtained  by  him  at  Cbahbar  in  Persian  Baluchistan.  This  correction  is 
founded  on  a  letter  from  Captain  Bishop  to  Mr.  Cumoiing,  which  I  bare 


Order  XXIV.  PYGOPODES. 

The  last  order  of  Indian  birds  to  be  described  cont^na  the 
Orebee,  with  which  the  IioonB  or  Divera  {Colymbida:)  are  uaiuU^, 
though  not  alnaya,  ikSHOciated  ;  the  latter  ore  not  represented  in 
India,  being  restricted  to  more  northern  regions.  The  Auks 
(.iliint^),  originally  comprised  in  the  Pygopodes  by  Illiger.are  now 
by  most  ornithologists  regarded  as  allies  of  the  Gulls. 

Id  the  present  order  the  skull  is  schiEOgoathous  and  holorhinal ; 
the  nostrils  pervious  ;  basipterygoid  processes  wanting.  Plumage 
very  short  and  dense  ;  an  aftershaft  is  present,  the  feathering  of 
the  neck  is  continuous,  the  wing  is  aquincubital ;  the  oil-gland 
tufted.  Cieca  are  present.  Posterior  border  of  eternum  with  one 
iucisioD  on  each  aide.     Flexor  tendons  as  in  Anseres. 

The  anterior  proximal  (cnemial)  process  of  the  tibia  is  greatly 
developed,  being  very  high  and  pyramidal ;  the  legs  are  situated 
very  i&r  back ;  the  tarsus  compressed.    Bill  strught  and  pointed. 


Family  PODICIPEDID.*:. 

All  the  front  toes  furnished  uith  broad  lateral  lobes  coalescing 
at  the  base  and  not  conti-acted  at  the  joints  of  the  digits ;  hind  toe 
raised  and  lobed,  fourth  toe  longest ;  nails  brood  and  flattened. 
Tail  rudimentary  or  wanting.  Cervical  vertebrs  17  to  21 ;  seTeral 
of  the  dorsal  vertebne  ancbylosed.  Angle  of  lower  jaw  not 
produced.  Twelve  primaries.  Ambiens  muscle  wanting;  acceuory 
feiiioro-caudal  and  semitendinoxus  present,  but  not  the  other 
characteristic  thigh-muscles.     Only  thx  left  carotid  is  developed. 


Fig.  120— Left  foot  of  PodUipt*  cntfalu*.     i. 

Nost  a  mass  of  floating  herbage,  usuall;)^  amongst  reeds ;  eggs 

white.     The  young  are  hatched  covered  with  down,  and  able  to 

awim  at  once.     AH  Grebes  have  a  habit  of  eating  th^  own 
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feathers.    No  stones  are  found  in  the  gizzard,  and  the  feathers 
iipparentlj  are  a  substitute. 

This  family  is  very  widely  distributed  and  has  been  divided  into 
^everal  genera.  The  three  Indian  representatives  may  all  be  kept 
in  one  generic  group,  though  the  Little  Grebe  is  generally 
separated. 

Genus  FODICIFES,  Lath.,  1790. 

Bill  straight,  compressed,  sharply  pointed  ;  nostrils  oblong,  sub- 
basal  ;  wings  short ;  tail  quite  rudimentary,  consisting  of  short 
•downy  feathers  ;  tarsus  much  compressed,  covered  with  large 
scutells  in  front,  serrated  behind. 

The  Grebes  are  expert  divers  and  good  swimmers,  but  very 
poor  walkers,  they  very  rarely  leave  the  water  and,  if  in  danger, 
•endeavour  to  escape  by  diving.  They  rise  from  the  water  with 
difficulty  owing  to  the  shortness  of  their  wings,  but  once  in  the 
Air  they  appear  to  have,  as  a  rule,  considerable  powers  of  flight, 
and  many  species  are  migratory.  The  young  are  longitudinally 
striped  above. 

This  genus  is  cosmopolitan ;  three  species  occur  within  Indian 
limits. 

Key  to  the  Species^ 

a.  Wing  about  7*6  in. ;  tarsus  2*4  in P.  crutatus,  p.  473. 

b.  Wing  6'3 ;  tarsus  1*6 P.  ntyricollU^  p.  474. 

c.  Wing  4 ;  taraus  1*36 P.  albipenniSf  p.  476. 

1615.  Fodicipes  cristatns.     The  Great  Crested  Grebe. 

Colvmbus  cristatus,  Linn.  Syst,  Nat.  i,  p.  222  (17(36). 

Podicepa  cristatus,  Lath.  Ind.  Om.  ii,  p.  780 ;  Blythy  Cat.  p.  311 ; 

Theobald,  J.  A.  S.  B.  xxiii,  p.  602 ;   Jerdtm,  B.  L  iii,  p.  821 ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  i,  pp.  142,  266 ;    A.  Attderson,  S.  F.  iii,  p.  274 ; 

Hume,  S.  F.  iv,  p.  31 ;   A.  Anderson,  P.  Z.  8.  1877,   p.  807  ; 

BuJUer,  8.  F.  v,  pp.  224,  236 ;  Hutne,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  497 ;  id.  Cat 

no.  974 ;  Beid,  S.  F.  x,  p.  85  ;  Barnes,  Birds  Bom.  p.  418  ;  Hume, 

S.  F.  xi,  p  348  ;    Gates  in  Hume's  N.  ^  £.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  401 ; 

BuUdey,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vi,  p.  601. 

Coloration.  Forehead,  crown,  and  bifid  occipital  ci*est  black, 
jslightly  glossed  with  green ;  lores,  sides  of  the  head,  chin,  and 
upper  throat  white,  passing  gradually  into  deep  rufous  and 
this  again  into  black  on  the  long  feathers  that  form  a  collar  or 
xuff  round  the  neck  just  below  the  head ;  back  of  neck  and  upper 
parts  dark  brown,  primaries  and  tertiarics  the  same ;  secondaries, 
marginal  wing-coverts  and  wing-lining,  and  some  of  the  lower 
scapulars  white ;  lower  parts  silky  white ;  sides  of  breast  and 
flanks  ashy  brown  mixed  with  rufous. 

Immature  birds  have  no  crest  or  ruff,  aud  are  dark  ashy  brown 
Above,  white  below ;  secondaries  and  lower  scapulars  white  as  in 
adults. 
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Bill  blackish  brown,  jellowish  at  the  base  and  beneath ;  a  bare 
space  from  the  eye  to  the  mouth  dusky  green ;  irides  carmine-red ; 
legs  dusky  green  externally,  greenish  yellow  internally  ;  toes 
greenish  yellow  above.,  dusky  below  (Dresser), 

Length  22 ;  wing  7*5  ;  tarsus  2*4 ;  bill  from  gape  2'6. 

Distribution.  This  Grebe  is  found  in  the  temperate  parts  of 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  Australia.  It  is  not  rare  during  the 
cold  season  in  parts  of  Northern  India,  it  is  common  on  many 
of  the  larger  jheels  and  also  on  the  sea  along  the  Mekran  coast 
and  about  Karachi,  it  is  not  unfrequently  brought  to  the  Calcutta 
bazaar,  a  few  individuals  were  observed  by  Hume  in  Manipur, 
and  Gates  has  obtained  a  specimen  from  Myitkyina  in  Northern 
Burma.  I  can  find  no  record  of  this  bird's  occurrence  in  the 
Peninsula  of  India,  or  in  Ceylon,  or  in  Burma  except  in  the  case 
mentioned. 

HahitSy  ^c.  Although  this  Grebe  is  chiefly  a  winter  visitor  in 
India,  it  was  found  breeding  in  August  by  Mr.  A.  Anderson 
in  Oudh  and  the  Doab,  by  Mr.  Bulkley  in  the  same  month 
near  Kh^r^hora  in  Guzerat,  and  by  Mr.  Theobald  on  May  2nd  in 
Kashmir. 

1616.  Podicipes  nigricollis.     The  Eared  Grebe. 

Podiceps  DigricoUis,  C,  L.  Brehm,  Vog,  Deutschl.  p.  963  (1831) ; 
Hume,  S.F,ij  p.  266 ;  id.  Cat,  no.  974  bis ;  Barnes,  Birds  JBam. 
p.  419. 

Coloration,  In  the  summer  the  head  and  neck  are  black  ;  a 
stripe  of  elongate  silky  orange-brown  feathers,  whitish  above,  runs 
from  behind  the  eye  to  the  side  of  the  neck ;  upper  back  browTiish 
black ;  out^r  primaries  and  all  tertiaries  brown,  inner  primaries 
and  secondaries  white ;  breast  and  abdomen  silky  white ;  sides  of 
breast  and  flanks  rufous. 

In  winter  the  upper  parts  are  dark  brown,  there  is  no  orange 
brown  stripe  from  the  eye,  chin  and  throat  mixed  white  and 
black,  fore  neck  dark  brown,  breast  and  abdomen  white,  no  rufous 
on  flanks. 

Young  birds  have  the  chin  and  throat  white  and  the  fore  neck 
greyish  brown ;  otherwise  they  resemble  birds  in  winter  plumage. 

Bill  black ;  irides  vermilion ;  legs  and  feet  blackish  outside, 
greenish  plumbeous  inside  {Hurtie), 

Length  13;  wing  5*3;  tarsus  1*6;  bill  from  gape  1*2. 

Distribution.  Temperate  regions  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  both 
North  and  8outh  Afnca.  This  Grebe  had  been  met  with  in  India 
until  lately  only  at  Karachi  and  thence  westward  along  the 
Mekrdn  const,  where  Hume  found  it  common;  but  I  have  just 
heard  from  Mr.  F.  Finn  that  he  has  obtained  a  specimen  iJive 
in  the  Calcutta  bazaar,  so  P.  nigricollis  may  occur  in  winter 
throughout  Northern  India. 

Habits,  4'C'  ^^<2>*y  similar  to  other  Grebes.  On  the  Bind  coast 
this  bird  ha.s  only  been  found  on  salt  water.  It  is  not  known  to 
breed  in  India. 


1617.  Podidpw  aUlipeanis.  The  Indian  Little  QrAe  or  Dabehick, 
Fodicepe philippensia, apuct B/yfA,  Car. p.Sll;  Theobald, J. A. S. B. 
sxiii,  p.  mi ;  Jerdm,  B.  1.  iii,  p.  822 ;  Blyth  ^  Wald.  Birds 
Surm.  p.  166;  BaJl,  S.  F.  vii,  p.  233  ;  Anderi.  Yunnan  Exped., 
Avet,  p.  702 ;  necCoiymbus  phiGppeiisis,  Bonn. 
Fodiceps  minor,  apud  Hume,  ^.  i^  £.  p.  (U6 ;  Sloliczta,  J.A.S.  B. 
ill,  pt.  2,  p.  2o6 ;  Hume,  S.  F.  i,  p.  268 ;  Adam,  ibid.  p.  '"""" 
Butler  ^  SHimf,8.  F.  iy,  p.31 ;  Fairbank,  S.  F.  t,  p.  «0;  Hi 


Dae.  S.  F.'vi,  p.  490 ;  Crippt,  S.  F.  rii,  p.  318 ;  Humr,  Cut. 
~    ■■     -   "     ii,  p,3M;     Vidal,  S.  F.  ii,  p.  fl3;    But 

t,  Slid.  p.  460;  Beid,  S.  F.  i,  p.  85 :    Davidion,  ibid. 


p.  326 ;  Daviton,  ibid.  o.  418 ;  Bamti,  Birds  Bom.  p.  430 ;  id.  Jour. 

Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  i,  p.  61  ;  vi,  p.  201 ;  Sume,  S.  /.  li,  p.  348 ;  nfc 

Columbus  minor,  Gnui. 
Podiceps  fluriatiliB,  apud  Legge,  Birdi  Ceyl.  pp.  10S9,  1222 ;   ScuUy, 

Ibis,  1881,  p.  693 ;  nw  CoU-mbus  Huviatilis,  Tutut. 
P  Podiceps  albescens,  Manddli,  Blanf.  S.  F.  v,  p.  486. 
Tachvbaptea  fluviatiliB,  apud  Oates,  B.  B.  ii,  p.  441 ;  id.  m  Swm's 

JV.>  E.  2nd  ed.  iii,  p.  401 ;  Davidson,  Ibis,  1898,  p.  42. 
Podicipes  minor,  apud  Sharpe,  yark.  Mist.,  Am»,  p.  148. 
Tacbvbitpteg  albipenniB,  SAarpe,  BuU.  B.  O.  C.  iv.  p.  iv  (1894) ;  H. 

ibU,  ms,  p.  1&. 

I^mdub,  Pantiri,  Dubdubi,   Chwaia,  II. ;     Didiari,     Beng. ;    Mumi- 
gudi-kodi,  Tel.  i  Mukelepan,  TAm.,Cejloa. 


^.  IZI.  -KeaA  of  P.  aibiptnnu.    [. 

Coloration.  In  breeding  plumage  the  forehead,  crovni,  and  hind 
neck  are  blackish  brown  ;  lores,  front  of  cheeks,  and  chin  blackish ;. 
sides  of  head  extending  up  to  the  orbit,  and  of  neck,  throat,  and 
fore  neck  chestmut ;  upper  ports  very  dark  brown,  but  rather  paler 
than  the  head ;  primanes  paler  brown,  bases  of  inner  primaries- 
and  the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  secondaries  and  their 
shafts  whit« ;  abdomen  silky  white :  breast,  flanks,  and  rent 
feathers  dark  brown,  more  or  less  mixed  with  white. 

lu  winter  plumage  the  crown  and  hind  neck  are  brown,  the 
chin  white,  and  the  chestnut  of  the  neck  replaced  bjr  pale  rufous. 
Some  Inrds  appear  to  retiun  the  summer  plimiage  at  all  event» 
until  December. 

Young  birds  are  brown  above,  white  below ;  fore  neck  and 
flanks  brownish. 

Bill  black  with  a  white  tip,  ha»e  and  round  the  gape  pea-green 
to  sulphur- yellow  ;  irides  red-brown ;  legs  and  feet  blackish  green, 
inside  of  tarsus  pale  olive-green. 

Length  9  ;  wing  3-9  ^  tarsus  l*3o  ;  bill  from  gape  1. 
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Diitrtbution.  Throughout  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma.  This 
species  was  obtained  by  Anderson  at  Momien  in  Yunnan,  and 
there  are  skins  in  the  British  Museum  collection  from  Candahar, 
and  Fao  at  the  mouth  of  the  Euphrates.  P,  albipennis  is  distin- 
guished from  the  common  European  Little  Grebci  P.fluviatilii,  by 
having  the  secondaries  white  throughout  in  adults,  and  by  the  black 
on  the  chin  and  sides  of  the  face  being  less  extended.  The 
Philippine  species  is  distinct,  so  the  name  P,  philippemU  cannot 
be  used. 

HahiUy  ^c.  This  Grebe  is  a  permanent  resident  throughout 
India,  wherever  there  are  lakes,  large  marshes,  or  ponds  of  fresh- 
water, though  it  leaves  many  tanks  and  marshes  when  they  dry 
up  and  returns  in  the  rainy  season.  It  is  seen  singly  or  in  small 
parties,  diving  after  its  food,  which  consists  of  small  fish,  Crustacea, 
moUusca,  and  water  insects.  The  breedin^i:  season  is  from  July 
to  September  in  most  parts  of  India.  The  nest  is  a  mass  of 
weeds,  usually  floating,  amongst  rushes  or  other  vegetation ;  the 
eggs  are  4  or  5,  elongate  ovals,  pure  white  at  first,  but  discoloured 
as  incubation  proceeds,  and  they  measure  about  1*39  by  0*99. 
The  parent  biras  always  when  leaving  the  eggs  cover  them  with 
wet  weeds,  as  do  other  species  of  the  genus. 

A  single  specimen  of  a  peculiar  whitish  Grebe  was  obtained  by 
the  late  Mr.  Mandelli  from  a  lake  in  Native  Sikhim.  No  other 
akin  has  been  obtained.  At  Mr.  Mandelli's  request  I  described 
the  bird  as  Podicept  albescens.  The  skin  is  by  most  ornithologists 
who  have  examined  it  thought  to  be  a  partial  albino  of  P.  albipennis^ 
but,  although  chiefly  white,  it  has  dark  brown  shaft-stripes  on  the 
secondaries,  and  the  chestuut  collar  is  unlike  that  of  any  known 
apecies.    I  add  a  description. 

Coloration,  Broad  forehead,  aides  of  head  anteriorly,  indadintf 
the  orbits  and  chin,  black ;  hind  head  and  upper  neck  chestnut  all 
round,  lower  hind  neck  bro\i'niidi ;  remainder  o£  plumage  white, 
except  the  primaries  which  are  brown;  feathers  of  the  back« 
scapulars,  and  secondaries  with  dark  brown  shaft-stripea. 

Bill  and  feet  coloured  as  in  P.  albipennis.  Wing  3*75; 
tarsus  1*3. 
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Snicx  the  publication  of  the  earlier  volumes  of  Birds  in  this  series 
many  additions  have  been  made  to  Indian  ornithology.  Only  the  more 
important  can  be  noticed  here. 

Foremost  must  be  placed  several  papers  by  Mr.  £.  C.  S.  Baker  on  the 
Birds  of  North  Cachar  in  vols,  vii,  viii,  ix,  x,  and  xi  of  the  '  Journal 
of  the  Bombay  Natural  Historv  Society '  (1881-97).  These  papers  not 
only  add  g^reatly  to  the  known  habits  of  the  numerous  species  mentioned^ 
bat  they  also  contain  full  accounts  of  nests  and  eggs,  belouging,  in  very 
many  cases,  to  species  the  nidification  of  which  was  previously  unknown. 
The  same  author  has  contributed  to  the  'Ibis'  for  1896  and  1896, 
''  Notes  on  the  Nidification  of  some  (09)  Indian  Birds  not  mentioned  in 
Hume*8  '  Nests  and  Eggs.' "  The  late  Lieut.  H.  £.  Barnes  published  an 
account^  illustrated  with  some  good  plates  of  effgs,  of  **  Nesting  in 
Western  India"  in  vols,  iii,  iv,  v,  and  vi  of  the  Bombay  Natural 
History  Society's  '  Journal '  (1888-91\  but  references  to  many  of  these 
notes  have  alreadv  been  given.  In  tne  same  work  (vol.  vi,  p.  331)  are 
Bfr.  J.  Davidson*s  "  Notes  on  Nidification  in  Kanara ; "  and  ^  A  short  Trip 
to  Kftg^mir  "  by  the  same  author,  with  numerous  descriptions  of  nests  and 
eggs,  has  just  been  published  in  the  '  Ibis '  for  January  1898.  Another 
paper  that  deserves  notice  is  the  ^  Catalogue  of  a  Collection  of  Birds 
f  188  species)made  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Abbott  in  Kashmir,  Baltistan  and  Lad&k, 
ac,"  Dv  C.  W.  Richmond,  published  in  the  '  Proceediugs '  of  the  United 
States  National  Museum,  xviii,  pp.  451-503.  An  important  paper  on 
Ceylon  Birds,  **  Ornithological  Notes  from  the  Cocoawatte  Estate,"  by 
Mr.  A.  L.  Butler  has  also  appeared  in  the  Bombay  Natural  History 
Society's  '  Journal,'  vol.  x,  p.  284.  Lists  of  birds  from  the  Ruby  Mines 
and  from  the  Shan  States  in  N.E.  Burma  have  been  published  by 
Mr.  Oatee,  the  author  of  the  first  two  volumes  of  the  present  work  ('  Ibis/ 
1894,  p.  478 ;  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  x,  n.  108) ;  and  another  list  frt>m 
the  Southern  Shan  States  has  been  contriouted  by  Major  Rippon  ('  Ibis,' 
1896,  p.  357). 

It  is  impossible  here  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  large  accessions  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  nests  and  ^ggs  nf  Indian  birds,  but  brief  descrip- 
tions of  new  or  supposed  new  species  are  given  below  and  the  more 
important  additions  to  distribution  are  noted.  With  reference  to  the 
latter  Mr.  Baker  records  several  species,  not  previously  known  to  inhabit 
the  Assam  Range,  as  occurring  in  North  Cachar  f  formerljr  known  as  part 
of  the  Naga  HiUs).    Of  these  the  following  are  tne  most  important : — 


478 


APPENDIX. 


No. 

19.  DendrocUtaJrofitaliSf  Jour.  Bom. 

N.  H.  Soc.  Tiii,  p.  166. 
59.  Suthora  airisuperciliaris,    t.   o. 

p.  169. 
76.  Garnilax  albigularis,  t.  c.  p.  174. 
118.  Pomatorkinus  olivacms^  t.c.p.l78. 
144.  PeUorneum  ruficeps,  t.  o.  p.  185. 
270.  Hyptipetes  concolor^  op.  oit.  Tii, 

p.  129. 
.380.  Cisticola  volitatUt    op.  oit.   ix, 

p.  14. 
385.  Franklinia  cinereicapiUat   t.  c. 

p.  15. 
391.  AcanihoptUa  nepaUnsis^  t.  o.  p.  16. 
407.  Phi/llo8copt{S  tristiSf  t  c.  p.  16. 
434.  Cryptolopha  xanthoachisla,  t.  c. 

p.  19. 
462.  Horomis  majors  t.  o.  p.  22. 
479.  Laniiis  isahdlinus  (!),  t.  c.  p.  112. 
485  a.  Hemipus  ohbcvTua  (see  below), 

t.  c.  p.  113. 


No. 

508.  Campophaga  sykesif  t.  c  p.  117. 
544.   Temenuchu8  pagodarum,  t  e. 

p.  120. 
568.  Ct/omis  auperciHaris,  t.  a  p.  V3X 
655.  lanthia  inaica^  t.  c.  p.  136. 
683.  Geocichla  wardi,  t.  o.  p.  138. 
691.  Petrophila    cinclorhytutka^    t.  c 

p.  138. 
704.  Zoothera  monticolat  i.  c.  p.  139. 
818.  Hirundo  Bmithi^  t.  c  p.  145. 
889.  Mthopyga  dabn/i,  op.  cit.  x,  p.  7. 

921.  Piprisoma  aquaiidum  (common), 

t  c.  p.  163. 

922.  P.  motUsium  (less  commoii),  te. 

p.  163. 
989.  jjffa  shorei,  t  o.  p.  340. 
1008.  Thereiceryx   zeyUnneut,    U  c 

p.  354. 
1109.  tiierococcyx  varius^  t.  o.  p.  366. 
1129.  Taccocua   leachenauUii,    t,  e. 

p.  371. 


The  most  intei-estinff  additions  made  by  Messrs.  Oatee  and^  Rippon  to 
the  birds  of  the  North-eastern  Burmese  hills  are  the  following,  beddes 
numerous  species  previously  known  from  Muleyit  and  Karennee. 


No. 

52.  ParadoxomU  guttoUicoUis.  Buby 

Mines. 
129  a.  Pomaiorhinus     imberhis    (see 

below).  Buby  Mines ;  By ingyi . 
^1.  Tcsia  cyauiwntrit,  Byingyi. 
233  a.  Ixuius  clarki  (see  below).   By- 

ingyi. 
298  a.  Pycnonotus  xanthorrhouB  (see 

below).    Buby  Mines ;  Ealaw. 


No. 

318.  SUta  nagaeruis.    Buby  Mines. 

654.  lanthia  m^filata.    Byiogyi. 

818.  Hirundo amithiu   BubyMines; 
Kalaw. 

960.  HypopicuB  hyperythms.     Ka- 
law. 

962   Dendrooopua  cabanisi,    Kalaw. 
1238.  Circua ^ilonotua,  BubyMines. 


Vol.  I|  p.  40.  Genus  Oarrulus,    Add  a  new  species : — 

26  a.  OarmltiB  oatesL     The  Indo-Chinese  Jay, 

Garrulus  oatesi,  Sharpe^  Bull,  £,  0.  C,  vol.  y,  p.  xliv  (1896) ;  id* 
Ibis,  1890,  p.  405. 

Coloration,  Forehead  rufous  white ;  crown  the  sameibut  streaked  with 
dark  rufous  and  passing  into  dull  chestnut  on  the  nape  and  hind  nedi ; 
back  and  mantle  rufous  ashy,  lower  back  pale  rufous  passing  into  the 
white  rump ;  a  black  moustacfaial  stripe ;  lores,  feathers  around  eye«  and 
A  short  broad  stripe  from  the  eye  over  the  ear-coverts,  chin  and  throat 
white,  the  latter  passing  into  the  dull  vinaceous  rufous  of  the  fore  naek 
and  breast ;   rest  of  plumage  as  in  C^.  bispecularie. 

Tail  6*1 ;  wing  6-9 ;  tarsus  1*76  ;  bill  from  gape  1*45. 

Diatribution,  Chin  (Khyen)  Hills,  North-eastern  Burma  {OaU$)* 
This  is  a  well  marked  species. 

VoL  I,  p.  80.  Gabrulax  waddrlli,  sp.  nov.,  Ogilvie  Grant,  Butt.  B.  0. 
a  vol.  iii,  p.  xxix  (1894) ;  id.  Ibis,  1894,  p.  424. 

**  Like  O.  pectoraliSf  but  with  the  rufous  collar  almost  obsolete ;  the 
jsuperciliary  stripe  grey,  not  white ;  eaiMioverta  pale  buff  with  blackish 
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fihaft-stripeA,  instead  of  black,  or  black  streaked  with  white,  and  tail 
rather  narrowly  tipped  with  ashy,  whereas  in  O.  pectoralis  it  is  broadly 
tipped  with  w&ite. 

"  Hob.  Rangit  Riyer,  Sikhim,  4000  feet." 

Both  Mr.  Gates  and  I  feel  doubtful  about  this  species.  It  is  founded 
on  a  single  specimen  obtained  bj  Dr.  Waddell,  and,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  liability  of  O,  pectoralts  to  variation  and  the  great  improbability 
of  a  new  species  belonging  to  so  noisy  and  conspicuous  a  genus  being 
found  in  Sikhim,  we  think  the  type  of  G.  toaddelli  may  possibly  be  an 
abnormal  individual  or  '^  sport "  of  G,  pectoralis. 

Vol.  I,  p.  110.  Genus  Craieroptts. — Cbatsbopus  LABVATUSy  sp.  nov., 
Bartert,  Jour.f,  Om,  1890,  p.  154. 

( Translation  of  Latin  description.)  Lores,  upper  chin,  subocular  and 
malar  spots  blackish-smoky.  Colour  generally  of  Crateropus  canorus. 
Bill  slender,  like  that  of  Argya  malcolmi;  bill  and  feet  olive-brown. 
Wing  4  inches,  tail  (fdmost  destroyed)  4*1,  tarsus  1*4,  culmen  '87.  Had. 
''Madras,  India." 

The  locality  does  not  appear  to  be  thoroughly  authenticated,  and  is 
now  regarded  by  Mr.  Hartert  as  doubtful :  the  species  much  resembles 
itome  African  forms  and  is  possibly  of  African  origin. 

Vol.  I,  p.  125.  Genus  PoTnatorhinus.    Add  the  following  species : — 

129  a.  Pomatorhinns  imberbis. 

Pomatorhlnus  imberbis,  Salvadori,  Ann.  Mus.  Civ.  Gen.  (2)  vii,  p.  410 
(1889) ;  OateSf  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  x,  p.  110. 

(Translation  of  Latin  description.)  Similar  to  P.  erythrogenySy  but 
xather  smaUer,  and  differing  in  the  paler  rusty-red  on  the  sides  of  the 
head,  neck,  breast,  and  abdomen,  and  on  the  lower  tail-coverts ;  feathers 
at  the  base  of  the  mandible  not  white  but  rusty;  no  black  on  tJie  mous- 
tachial  stripe. 

Length  9*25 ;  tail  3*4 ;  win^r  8*4 ;  tarsus  1*45 ;  culmen  1*2. 

Distr^ution.  Ruby  Mines,  Upper  Burma ;  Earennee ;  Tenasserim. 

Vol.  I,  p.  171.  The  generic  name  Sittiparus  having  been  previously  used 
^e  Ibis,  1890,  p.  255),  Gates  proposes  Faeudomiiila  in  its  phice. 
Ibis,  1894,  p.  480. 

VoL  I,  p.  173.    No.  183.  Proparus  vinwectus.  Gmit  the  locality  Japvo 
pef^,  Burrail  range,  and  add  the  following  species : — 

188  a.  Proparus  austenl    Austen's  Tit-Babbler. 

Proparus  austeni,  Ogilvie  Grant,  Bull.  B.  O.  C.  v,  p.  iii  (1895) :  id. 
7^,1896,  pp.  61,132. 

Coloration,  **  Crown  and  occiput  pale  chocolate-brown  washed  with 
rufous,  the  latter  margined  along  the  sides  by  bands  of  deep  chocolate, 
beneath  which  run  the  white  eyebrow  stripes,  which  commence  above  the 
middle  of  the  eye  and  are  continued  backwaiid  to  the  sides  of  the  nape. 
Lores  and  eaiHX>vert8  deep  vinous  brown ;  mantle  much  like  the  crown, 
but  less  rufescent  and  shading  into  ferruginous  on  the  lower  back,  rump, 
and  wing-coverts ;  the  outer  primaries  edged  with  hoary  grey,  the  next 
few  mostly  black  on  the  outer  web,  and  the  remaining  quills  wiUi  the 
outer  we&  ferruginous.  Chin  and  throat  white ;  feathers  of  the  lower 
throat  with  reddish-brown  spots  at  the  extremity  of  the  shaft ;  chest  and 
upper  breast  uniform  vinous  buf,  shading  into  fulTOus  on  the  abdomen, 
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flaDks,  and  under  tail-coverts;  tail  brown,  washed  with  femiginoa» 
towards  the  base  of  the  outer  webs.  Total  length  4*6  inches ;  culmen 
0-43 ;  wing  23 ;  tail  2 ;  tarsus  09." 

In  younger  birds  '^  the  crown  and  sides  of  the  head  are  much  pakr, 
the  white  superciliary  stripes  absent,  and  the  white  on  the  chin  tad 
throat  suifused  with  pale  vinous  and  "spotted  with  reddish  brown.  The 
abdomen,  sides,  and  nanks  are  bright  nut-red.^*    {Grantf  L  c.) 

^'  Habitat,  Naga  and  Manipur  Hills." 

This  is  a  perfectly  distinct  form  inhabiting  the  hills  south  of  Aaaam^ 
The  differences  from  P.  vinipecitts  are  shown  by  the  sentences  in 
italics. 

VoL  I,  n.  176.  The  type- specimens  of  No.  186,  Turdtntdus  robertiy 
having  been  acc^uired,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  Godwin- 
Austen  collection y  by  the  British  Museum,  were  compared  by 
Ogilvie  Grant  with  the  bird  from  Mulevit  in  Tenasserim,  and 
found  to  be  distinct  The  description  oi  T,  roberti  in  the  first 
volume  of  this  work  was  taken  from  the  Tenasserim  species, 
which  proves  to  be  identical  with  the  Bomean  T.  exsul.  Some 
skins  from  the  Miri  Hills,  north  of  Sadiya,  Upper  Assam,  were 
described  by  Ogilvie  Grant,  before  he  examined  tne  true  T.  roberti^ 
as  a  new  species  T,  puttattcoUis,  but  this  was  subsequently  found 
to  be  a  subspecies  of  T,  roberti^  from  which  it  is  not  I  think 
separable. 
The  following  explains  the  differences : — 

Key  to  the  Species  (Grant). 

a.  Feathers  of  the  middle  of  the  throat  white  or  whitish 

buff,  with  a  triangular  black  spot  at  the  end  of  each  .     T»  roberti, 

b.  Feathers  of  the  middle  of  the  throat  uniform,  devoid  of 

black  streaks  or  spots    71  enul. 

The  corrected  synonymy  will  run  thus : — 

186.  TurdlnultiB  roberti.    Hubert's  Babbler, 

F&oepvga  caudata,  apud  Godw,'Aust,  J,  A,  8,  B,  xxxix,  pt.  2,  p.  101  r 

nee  Slifth, 
Pnoepyga  roberti,  Oodw,~Au$t,  ^  W(dd,  Ibis,  1875,  p.  252 ;  Oodw.* 

Ausi.  J.  A,  S.  B.  xlv,  pt.  2,  p.  195 ;  Hume,  S,  F,  iv,  p.  218. 
TurdinuluB  guttaticollis,   Ogilvie  Grant,  Ibis,  1895,  p.  432;  1896, 

p.  69. 
Turdinulus  roberti,  Ogihne  Grant,  Ibis,  1896,  pp.  55,  59. 

Distribution.  N&ga  and  Manipur  Hills ;  also  Noa  Dehing  and  Manbumr 
near  Sadiya.  T,  guttaticollis  is  from  the  Miri  and  Mishmi  Ililis,  north 
of  Sadiya. 

186  a,  TardinultiB  exsoL    Davison^s  Babbler, 

Turdinulus  roberti,  apud  Hume  ^  Dav,  8,  F,  vi,  p.  234 ;  Hume,  Cat, 

no.  332  ter ;  Sharpe,  Notes  Leyd,  Mum,  vi,  p.  178 ;  Oates,  ante,  vol  if 

p.  176. 
Turdinulus  murinus,  apud  Hume,  8,  F,  ix,  p.  115 ;  Oates,  B,  B.  ii| 

p.  62 ;  Sharpe,  Cat,  B,  M,  vii,  p.  593. 
Turdinulus  exsul,  Sharpe ;  Biittisofer,  Notes  Leyd.  Mue,  xvii,  p.  76 

(1895) ;  Ogilvie  Grant,  Ibis,  1896,  p.  60. 

Distribution,  Mulevit,  Tenasserim ;  Kkng,  Selangore ;  Kina  Bala, 
Mount  Dulit,  and  Mount  Penrisen,  Borneo.  The  specimen  from  Klang 
differs  slightly  from  the  others,  and  may  prove  aepanble. 
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Vol.  I,  p.  182.  No.  191,  Larvimra  brunnen  is  said  to  be  only  a  winur 
visitor  to' the  Nilgiris.     Cardew,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  See.  x,  p.  140. 

Vol.  I,  p.  185.  According  to  Mr.  A.  G.  Cardew  (Asian,  Sept.  2nd,  1892)  the 
young  of  no.  194,  Brachyptert/x  rafiventris  {Callene  rttfirentrU  of 
Jerdon),  is  spotted.  Mr.  Oates  (Asian,  September  30th,  18U2) 
remarks  that  the  bird  and  its  ally  B.  albirentris  must  in  that  case 
be  referred  to  the  RuticilUna  aniong$«t  the  Turdtdtr. 

VoL  I,  p.  190.  It  is  stated  by  Mr.  Carter  (Asian,  July  21st,  1893)  that 
No.  199,  Hodffsonius  phcpnicuroideSf  has  been  obtained  on  the  Palni 
Hills,  South  India. 

Vol.  I,  p.  196.  No.  204.  MalacioM  capisfrata  paUidfl^  subsp.  nov.,  Ilar- 
tert,  Kat.  Vog.  S?nck  Mus.  p.  21  (1891),  N.W.  India,  This  is 
the  rather  paler  form  of  Lio;>tila  capi^trata  inhabiting  the  N.W. 
Himalayas,  and  is,  I  think,  the  typical  race  originally  described  by 
Vigors.  Many  birds  from  the  drier  north-western  parts  of  India 
are  paler  coloured  than  those  from  damper  regions  with  denser 
forests. 

Vol.  I,  ^.  205.  'So.  2l()f  Staphid^a  castaneirepH  figured,  Jour.  Bom. 
N.  H.  Soc.  viii,  p.  20»*i,  pi.  opposite  p.  1(52. 

VoL  I,  p.  218.  No.  233,  Lruius  humiUs  figured,  Ibia,  1894,  pi.  xiii, 
fig.  2.    Ad'd  the  following  : — 

233  a.  Iziilos  clarki.     Tlte  Brotrn-capped  Ixuliuf. 

Ixulus  clarki,  Oafejf,  Bull.  B.  O.  C.  vol.  iii,  p.  xli  (1894) ;  id,  JT&w, 
1894,  pp.  43;^,  481,  pi.  xiii,  fig.  1. 

Coloration.  Crown  rufous  brown,  very  different  from  the  rest  of  the 
opper  parts,  which  are  greyish  olive  with  white  shafts  to  the  feather.<« : 
a  paler  greyish  collar  ;  quills  and  tail  bruwn,  primaries  narrowly  edged 
outiide  with  white  ;  lores  and  moustachial  stripe  chocolate-brown  ;  sid«\« 
of  head  behind  eyes  paler  and  greyer  brown :  lower  parts  white,  throat 
and  upper  breast  with  triangular  brown  shaft-streaks  ;  sides  of  breast  and 
flanks  greyish  brown,  with  white  shaft-stripes. 

Tail  2  ;  wing  2*6  :  tarsus  '75  ;  bill  from  gape  5. 

ZHUribulion.  Byingyi  Mountain,  Shan  States,  Upper  Burma. 

Thiji  is  distinguished  fr^m  /.  humilishy  its  distinct  brown  cap  and  much 
greyer  back  with  white- shafted  feathers. 

VoL  I,  p.  234.  Genus  Chlitropsis.  Mr.  K.  C.  S.  Baker  (Jour.  Bora.  N.  H. 
Soc.  vi,  p.  »W)  gives  reasons,  founded  on  structure  and  habits,  and 
especially  nidification,  for  placing  Chioropsix  with  the  BulbuLs  in 
the  subfamily  Brachi/podifitr. 

Vol.  I,  p.  236.  No.  249,  Chloroms  hardirickii,  ^  and  2  fiprured  by 
Baker,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Sor.  viii,  pi.  opp.  p.  J.  Niditication 
described,  ibid.  p.  12.     Nidification  of  C.  aunfronfy  p.  8. 

Vol.  I,  p.  252.  Subfamily -ffrarA//;Wi>i<?.     Mr.  E.  C.  S.  Baker,  in  "The 
Bnlbuls  of  North  Cachar  *'(Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  vii,pp.  1, 125,  2<53, 
*    413 ;  viii,  p.  1),  has  given  full  accounts  of  all  the  species  inhabiting 
the  area  named.     The  following  are  figured  : — 

No.  2153.  Criniger  Jlaretilus  and  nest,  /.  c.  vol.  vii,  p.  4. 

.  No.  277.  .<4/c«n«  «'nVz^>/«(  head),  „  p.  413. 

No.^ 279.  *Vo/pa5^M  AMrma/i/f M/f  (held),  „  p.  41.'{. 

No.  282.  yiolpastes  bengalenn*  (head),  ,,  p.  413. 

No.  287.  XanthLvus  JlareM-ens  Kii&  n^aXf  „  p.  1. 

No.  2^.  Otoeontp$a  emeriaj  „  p.  'Jthi. 

No.  290.  OtocompsaJlaviventriM  and  nest,  ,,  p.  125. 

No.  292.  Spi.vizus  canifroM  (head  h  ,.  p.  -**** 

VOL.  rr.  9 
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Vol. I,  p.  286.  Add  the  species  described  Id  the  footnote: — 208a. 
Pycnonotus  xanthorrhous,  AndersmCi  BuUml^  with  the  addi- 
tional references:— Rippon,  Ibis,  1896,  p.  859;  Gates,  Jour.  Bom. 
N,  H.  Soc.  X,  p.  110.  This  species  has  now  been  found  at  the 
Ruby  Mines,  Kalaw  in  the  Soutnern  Shan  States,  and  in  Karennee. 

Vol.  I,  p.  295.  Mr.  Baker  (Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  viii,  n.  7)  suggests  that 
No.  811,  Micropus  cinereiventris^  may  be  the  female  of  No.  310, 
M,  melanocephalus.  Lord  Walden  in  Blyth's  '  Birds  of  Burma,' 
p.  136,  doubted  whether  the  two  species  were  distinct,  and  Hume, 
S.  F.  vi,  p.  319,  observed  that  3/.  tneUtnocepfialus  skins  may  be 
converted  into  M,  cinereiventris  by  carbolic  acid. 

Vol.  I,  p.  339.  No.  353,  Elachura  punctata  figured,  Ibis,  1892,  pi.  ii, 
fig.  2.     Add  a  new  species : — 

353  a,  Elachura  haplonota.     The  Plain  Brotcn  Wren, 

Elachura  haplonota,  JE.  C.  S.  Baker,  Ibis,  1892,  p.  62,  pL  ii,  fig.  1 ; 

id.  Jour.  Bom.  N.  II.  Soc.  vii,  p.  319. 
Elachura  immaculata,  Baker,  Jour*  Botu.  N.  H.  Soc,  vii,  pi.  opposite 

p.  319  (1893). 

Whole  upper  plumage  dark  umber-brown,  rather  lighter  on  the  rump 
and  tail-covertri,  the  feathers  obsoletely  edged  with  rather  pale  sienna- 
brow^n,  quills  dark  cinnamon-brown  on  the  exposed  parts ;  tail  brown, 
tinffed  with  cinnamon-red ;  chin  and  throat  white,  tinned  with  fulvous, 
and  the  feathers,  except  in  the  centre,  tipped  with  dusky ;  breast  and 
sides  of  neck  fulvous  Drown,  the  feathers  tipped  with  brown  and  sub- 
tipped  with  white;  centre  of  abdomen  white;  flanks  and  under  tail- 
coverts  fulvous  brown,  some  of  the  feathers  of  the  former  tipped  with 
white.  Bill  dark  homy  ;  irides  red ;  legs  sanguineous  fleshy.  Length  4*15 ; 
tail  1  '58 ;  wing  1  '95 ;  tarsus  *6 ;  bill  from  gape  '52.  (Baker )  slightly 
abrid^fed  from  original.) 

This  Wren  is  easily  distinguished  from  E.  punctata  by  wanting  the 
white  spots  on  the  back  and  rump,  and  the  black  cross-bars  on  the  quiUa 
and  tail-feathers. 

The  nest  and  eg^  were  taken  by  Mr.  Baker  on  'M.vlj  llth.  The  nest 
was  a  deep  cup  with  the  back  wall  proloncred,  made  inside  of  skeleton 
leaves,  bound  together  with  fern  roots  and  bents,  outside  of  dead  leaves ; 
the  eggs,  three  in  number,  were  white,  finely  speckled  with  reddiah- 
brown,  and  measured  about  '66  by  *5. 

Vol.  I,  p.  362.  No.  369,  Tribura  major.  Add  to  synonymy : — 
Dumeticola  major,  Brookn^  P.  A.  S.  B,  1871,  p.  210. 

\o\,  I,  p.  4()0.  Genus  Phi/iloscopus,  Notes  on  several  Indian  speciea 
are  furnished  by  Mr.  E.  Brooks,  Ibis,  1894,  p.  261. 

Vol.  I,  p.  402.  No.  406,  Phyiioscopus  tytleri.  Add  to  synonymy : — 
Brooks,  V,  A.  S.  B.  1871,  p.  210. 

Vol.  I,  p.  436.  No.  450,  Horomin  paUidm.  Add  to  synonymy: — 
Horiles  pallidus,  Broifks,  P.  A.  S.  B.  1871,  p.  210. 

Vol.  I,  p.  450.  No.  4(M,  Prinia  socialin  figured,  Baker,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H. 
Soc.  ix,  p.  1.  Vidiil,  up.  cit,  viii,  p.  427,  has  sho^n  that  buth  the 
kindn  of  nests  dcHcribvd  may  be  made  by  the  same  pair  of  birJS| 
the  difference  de]>ending  on  the  site  selected. 

Vol.  I,  p.  473.    Genus  Ilrmipus,     Add  a  species:— 

4f<')  a.  HemiptiB  obscimu.     The  Malay  Pied  Shrike. 
Muscicapa  obr»cura,  lIor»f.  Tr,  Linn.  Soc.  xiii,  p.  146  (lb21). 
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Ilemipiui  ob^urus,  Bli/th,  J.  A.  S,  B.  xv,  p.  335 ;  id.  Cat.  p.  154 ; 
id.  Btrdi  Bunn.  p.  122 ;  Hutne  4*  ^''^«  ^.  F,  vi,  p.  20J ;  Sharpe, 
Cat.  B.  M.  iii,  p.  305 ;  OateSj  B,  B,  i,  p.  2 JO ;  Baker,  Jour.  Bom, 
N.  H,  5oc.  ix,  p.  113. 

For  description  see  Vol.  I,  p.  473,  footnote. 

Distribution.  Java,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  and  Malacca.  BIyth,  in  his 
Catalogue,  gave  Tenasseriui  as  a  locality,  and  in  bis  ^  Birds  of  Burma ' 
Mergui.  Gates  included  tbe  species  in  the  '  Birds  of  Burma,*  but,  for  the 
reasons  given  in  the  footnote  already  quoted,  omitted  it  from  the  present 
work.  As  a  specimen  has  now  been  secured,  together  with  its  neat,  at 
I^aisung,  North  Cachar,  by  Mr.  Stuart  Baker,  it  is  probable  that  Blyth 
was  correctly  informed,  and  the  species  must  be  included  in  the  Indiaa 
fauna. 

Vol.  I,  pp.  479-481.  Nos.  490,  491,  Pericrocotus  specioma  and  P.  f rater'- 
cuius.  Numerous  specimens  showing  a  passage  between  these  two 
have  been  obtained  in  the  Cachar  hilb.  Baker,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H. 
Soc.  ix,  p.  116;  X,  pp.  lol,  631. 

Vol.  II,  p.  9.    Add  to  the  synonymy  of  No.  561,  Siphia  parva : — 

Rubecola  tytleri,  Jamesoti,  Edinb,  N,  Phil.  Jour,  xix,  p.  214  (1835). 

Mr.  W.  Eagle  Clarke  has  found  Jameson's  type  in  the  Edinburgh 
Museum  (Ibis,  1892,  p.  558).  By  Jerdon  R.  tytieri  was  referred  witu 
doubt  to  Erythroiterna  leucura  (=562.  Siphia  alhicilla).  The  references, 
Jerdon,  B.  I.  iii,  Appendix,  p.  871;  Blyth,  Ibis,  1866,  p.  372;  1870, 
».  166,  should  be  added  to  the  synonymy  of  Erythroaterna  parca  under 
No.  5isi.  There  are  Western  Himalayan  specimens  in  the  British 
Museum. 

Vol.  II,  p.  97.  A  comparison  of  ButiciUa  erythrogaster  from  the 
Caucasus,  the  original  locality,  has  induced  the  Hon.  W. 
Rothschild  (Nov.  Zool.  iv,  p.  168,  1897)  to  distinguish  No.  645, 
the  Himalayan  and  Central  Asiatic  race,  as  R.  grandis,  Gould 
(P.  Z.  S.  1849,  p.  ]  12).  Both  sexes  of  this  bird  are  said  to  be  con- 
siderably paler  in  colour.  The  only  Caucasian  specimen  I  have  been 
able  to  examine  is  much  more  richly  coloured  than  Himalayan 
skins. 

Vol.  II,  p.  100.  Richmond  (Proc.  U.S.  National  Museum,  xviii,  p.  484) 
describes  No.  648,  the  White-spotted  Bluet hroat,  from  Ladak  as 
a  new  species  under  the  name  of  Cyanecula  abbotti,  said  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  C,  tco/fi  by  the  deeper  blue  of  the  throat,  the  blue 
lores,  and  the  longer  bill.  After  examining  the  series  in  the  British 
Museum  collection,  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  constant  difference 
between  Asiatic  and  European  birds,  and  I  do  not  think  they  need 
separation. 

Vol.  II,  p.  104.  No.  652,  Calliope  tschebaiewi  figured,  Baker,  Jour. 
Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  ix,  pi.  C. 

Vol.  11,  p.  221.  Salvadori  has  shown.  Ibis,  1888,  p.  320,  that  Bucanetes, 
Cabanis,  1857,  must  be  used  for  this  genus,  not  Erythrospiza, 
Bonap.,  which  is  a  synonym  of  Carpodacus, 

Vol.  II,  p.  301.  Genus  Anthtts.  As  was  anticipated  (Vol.  II,  p.  304) 
A.  pratensis  has  been  found  within  Indian  limits.  Blyth  (Ibis, 
1867,  p.  32)  stated  that  he  had  seen  undoubted  specimens  from 
North-western  India,  but  his  remark  appears  to  nave  been  dis- 
regarded, urobably  because  Hume  doubled  whether  some  Indian 
skins  previously  referred  to  A,  pratensis  by  J.  Verreaux  were 
correctlv  identified. 

2i  2 
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840  a.  Anthiis  pratensis.     The  Meadow  Pipit. 

Alauda  pratensis,  Linn.  SysU  Nat.  i,  p.  287. 

Anthus  pratensis,  Jerdmi,  B.  1.  ii,  p.  239;  Blifth,  Ihvf,  1867,  p.  'i'2; 

Hume,  Ibis,  1869,  p.  365 ;  1871,  p.  36 :  id.  S.  F.  vii,  pp.  402, 4^)o ; 

id.  Cat.  no.  605  quint. ;    Shnn^,  Cat.  B.  M.  x,  p.  580 ;  Osmaston, 

Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  ix,  p.  191. 

Coloration.  Very  similar  to  that  of  A.  tririalis  (Vol.  11,  p.  303),  but  the 
hind  claw  exceeds  the  hind  toe  in  length.  A.  pratensis  may  be  distin- 
guished from  A.  Hchardij  A.  striolattis^  and  A.  rufulus  by  having  the 
sides  of  the  body  richly  spotted  and  streaked,  and  from  the  two  former 
by  Mze.     A.  cervinus^  in  young  plumage,  is  very  similar  t<)  A.  pratemns. 

Bill  blackish  brown,  inclinmg  to  vellow  at  base  of  lower  mandible ; 
irides  dark  brown ;  legs  light  brown  (Dresser). 

Length  6  ;  tail  225;  wing  3 ;  tarsus  'So;  hind  toe  and  claw  '8 ;  hind 
claw  '5  ;  culm  en  "O. 

DistixbuUon.  Europe,  Northern  Africa,  Western  and  Central  As'«. 
Specimens  were  shot  in  Tehri-Garhwal  by  Mr.  Osma^^ton  at  11,000  fe»*t 
elevation.  The  nest  and  eggs  were  taken  on  May  2oth.  The  skin  of  the 
parent  bird  was  identified  in  the  Museum,  Calcutta. 

Vol.  II,  p.  378.     No.  914,  Dicaum  chrysorrhosum  figured,  Baker,  Jour. 
Bom.  N.  II.  Soc.  X.  p.  161,  pi.  E. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  92.  No.  1012,  Cyanoj)S  asiatica.  The  birds  from  North 
Cachar,  noticed  on  p.  93  as  having  the  man  tie- feat  hers  and  upper 
tail-coverts  tipped  with  maroon-red  and  the  under  tail-coverts 
splashed  with  vermilion,  are  regarded  by  Mr.  Baker  as  probably  a 
new  species,  confined  to  the  higher  peaks.  This  species  he  nanuvs 
provisionally  C.  rtbrsoens,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc?.  x,  p.  253.  It 
IS  more  fully  described  in  Novitates  Zoologicae,  iii,  p.  257  (1896). 
lie  also  describes  and  figures  as  Cyanops  robustirostris,  sp. 
nov.  (Jour.  Bom.  N.  II.  Soc.  x,  p.  356,  pi.  F),  a  small  bird  supposed 
at  first  to  be  a  young  C.  ct/anotis,  with  the  whole  phimage  green, 
tinged  with  yellow  on  the  forehead  and  wing-coverts  ;  lores,  cheeks, 
ear-coverts,  throat,  and  upper  breast  strongly  suffused  with  blue, 
and  the  rest  of  the  lower  parts  except  the  lower  tail-coverts 
slijrhtlv  so:  tail-featbers  blui.sh  beneath.  Lensrth  5*4,  tail  IT, 
wing  325,  tarsus  75,  bill  from  gape  -08,  breadth  at  forehead  'tM\. 
The  bill  is  shorter  than  that  of  adult  C.  cyanops,  but  broader  at 
the  ba^e. 

As  only  one  specimen  is  known,  it  will  be  better  to  await 
further  information,  but  it  is  far  from  improbable  that  both  Ci/a?iojpi 
ryhesce.us  and  C.  robustirostris  deserve  recognition  as  distinct 
species. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.   109.      Meropidfp.      There  are  11   primaries  m  Meroj)s  rwsX 
Mflittophayvs,  10  in  Xyctiornis  (Gadt)w). 

Vol.  Ill,   p.  125.     No.  1038,  Alcedo  graytdis  figured,  Baker,  Jour.  Bom. 
N.  II.  Soc.  X,  p.  539,  pi.  G. 

Vol.  Ill,   p.  127.     No.  1040,   Ctyx  tridactyla  feeds  on  spiders.  Bak»'r, 
t.  c.  X,  p.  542. 


Vol. 


Ill,  p.  133.  No.  1045,  Halcyon  pileata.  This  was  obtained  by 
Vidal  at  Malwan,  south  oF  Katnagiri,  and  has  since  been  ca])tiirHd 
fit  Kalyan near  Bombay:  Comber,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  II.  Soc.  x,  p.  o.'^.J. 
I'\)und  throughout  the  Konkan  from  liombay  southward:  Vidal, 
op.  n't.  xi,  p.  148;  Wilien,  ibid.  p.  164. 
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Vol.  Ill,  p.  176.  Ogrilvie  Grant  has  shown  (Ibis,  180.>,  p.  461)  that 
typical  CoiiocaUa  fuciphaga  has  the  tarsi  feathered,  and  is  only 
distinguished  from  the  Himalayan  C.  breviroatt-u  by  slightly 
smaller  size,  a  character  not  of  specific  importance.  Consequently 
Xo.  1081,  tbe  Indian  £dible-nest  Swiftlet,  will  stand  as  C.  uni- 
color,  and  No.  1082  as  C.  fUciphaga.  {^ee  also  liartert.  Ibis, 
1896,  p.  368.) 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  182.  Caprimutgi,  Hartert  shows  that  the  palate  is  not 
schizognathous,  but  either  8e«^ithognathous  or  in  certain  genera 
desmognathous :  Ibis,  1896,  p.  869. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  188.  No.  1093,  Captimulgus  macrutnis.  Hartert,  Ibis, 
1896,  p.  372,  agrees  that  C.  atrijjennis  t^A  well  as  C  albwmtatus  must 
be  classed  as  subspecies  of  C.  macrurus.  He  proposes  to  give 
the  name  C.  macrurus  anihigmts  to  the  form  from  Burma,  Assam, 
and  the  Eastern  Himalayas,  which  is  intei mediate  between  typical 
C  macrurus  from  Java  and  the  North-Indian  C.  alhotiUatus 
(this  is  the  bird  described  as  C.  macrtirus  by  Jerdon  and  Hume), 
and  to  distinguish  the  Nepalese  and  Western  Himalayan  i*ace  (a 
small  pale- coloured  form  with  a  wing  only  7'2  long)  as  0.  macrurus 
nipa/ensis. 

In  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  ix,  p.  489,  Davidson  calls  attention  to 
the  difference  between  the  e^^a  of  C.  alfM>uotatuH  and  C  afripfrntiis. 
He  describes  those  of  the  latter,  op.  cit.  vi,  p.  331.  His  df^srriptioa 
differs  from  that  of  Miss  Cockburu,  though  it  agrees  fairly  with 
that  of  Colonel  Legge  ^Oates  in  Hume's  N.  •&  E.  2nd  ed.  iii, 
p.  47). 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  196.  No.  1099,  Batrachostomus  moniUger  in  Canara: 
Davidson,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  boc.  ix,  p.  489.  This  bird  is  common 
in  the  province  of  Uva,  Ceylon,  below  2000  feet,  and  its  peculiar 
note,  somewhat  like  " coar/wo,  coorroo,  coorroo,'^  ending  with  a 
chuckle,  may  be  heard  every  night :  Butler,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  II.  Soc. 
X,  p.  297.  Of  B.  hodgsontf  numerous  nests  and  eggs  have  been 
taken  in  North  Cachar :  ]:aker,  op.  cit.  x,  p.  6o4. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  243.  No.  1133,  Centropus  Ijengaletisis  obtained  in  Ceylon  : 
Butler,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  xi,  p.  162. 

\\)\.  llf,  p.  270.  No.  1156,  Asio  otus  has  been  found  breeding  in  the 
hills  above  Gurais  in  Kashmir,  at  about  900ci  feet  elevation,  by 
Lieut.  B.  A.  G.  Shelley,  K.E.  The  eggi^^  four  in  number, 
measuring  1*62  by  1*35,  were  on  a  platform  of  sticks,  perhaps  an 
old  crow's  nest:  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  x,  p.  J 49. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  271.  No.  1157,  Asio  acc^ntrinus  has  been  taken  in  Ceylon 
on  several  occasions  recently  :  Butler,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  H.  Soc.  x, 
p.  284 ;  xi,  p.  163. 

Vol.  in,  p.  309.  Mr.  A.  L.  Butler  writes  to  me  that  the  call  of  the 
Andamanese  Ninox  aMnis  is  a  loud  "craw,"  something  like  a 
Glaucidium's  note,  ana  quite  different  from  that  of  N.  sctthUata  in 
Ceylon,  which  is  a  soft  fluty  dissyllable,  as  is  also  that  of  X.  obscura. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  345.  No.  1208.  The  length  of  HieraUus  pennntus  .should  be 
20  inches,  not  29. 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  348.  No.  1210,  Ictinaetm  malayensis  is  found  in  the  Malay 
Peninsula  and  Islands.  The  statement  that  it  is  not  found  is  a 
misprint. 

Vol.III,  p.  389.  The  genus  Buteo  has  occasionally,  though  very  rarely, 
been  found  in  Burma :  see  p.  395. 
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Vol.  Ill,  p.  396.     Genii8  Astur,    A  new  species  lias  just  been  described. 

1244a.  Astur  butleri.     The  Nicobar  Short-toed  Hawk. 

Astur  butleri,  J,  H,  Gumey,  Bull,  B.  O.  C  vol.  vii,  p.,xxvii  (January, 
1898). 

"  Adult  male.  Whole  of  the  upper  parts  bluish  grey,  lightest  on  the 
head ;  breast  pink,  finely  barred  with  white,  one  indistinct  bar  at  the 
end  of  the  tail.  No  bars  on  the  primaries,  secondaries,  or  under  wing"- 
corerts,  which  are  quite  white ;  in  this  respect,  and  in  its  plain  tail, 
fjfreatly  differing  from  Astur  pdif/psis  (Hume)  (a  form  of  No.  1244. 
A,  badius),  which  has  all  the  feathers  barred  except  the  middle  ones. 
Iris  bright  orange.  Feet  yellow.  Length  11*7  inches,  wing  6*7,  tail  6*3, 
tarsus  1-9. 

"  Immature  male.  Whole  of  the  upper  parts  dark  chestnut,  darker  on 
the  nape,  each  feather  having  a  dark  centre.  Tail  cinnamon-red,  with 
two  dark  brown  bars.  Breast  and  sides  reddish  brown,  blotched  with 
buff.  Belly  whitish  buff,  blotched  with  rufous.  Throat  buff,  with  a  thin 
median  streak  of  chestnut.  Underside  of  wing  cinnamon.  Primaries 
and  secondaries  indistinctly  barred.  Under  wing-coverts  barred  with 
rufous.  Iris  greyish  white.  Feet  pale  lemon.  Bill  black,  base  bluish. 
Cerepale  green.     Eyelid  greenish. 

"These  Hawks,  and  two  others  said  to  be  exactly  like  them,  were  shot 
in  September  1897  on  the  island  of  Car  Nicobar,  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal, 
bv  Mr.  A.  L.  Butler." 

• 

Vol.  IV,  p.  80.  In  the  'Ibis,*  just  published,  for  .lanuary  1898,  p.  124, 
Oates  has  distinguished  the  Pheasant  of  the  Shan  States  east  of 
the  Irrawaddy  from  t^-pical  Phasianus  ( Calophasis)  humite  of  Mani- 
pur,  and  has  described  the  former  as  Calophasis  bukmannicus. 
The  principal  differences  are  the  broader  white  margins  to  the 
feathers  of  the  lower  back  and  rump,  and  the  imperfect  black 
wing-bar,  part  of  the  black  being  replaced  by  chestnut.  Moreover 
the  black  of  the  neck  does  not  extend  to  the  u],per  back,  iaud 
there  is  more  chentnut  on  the  bars  of  the  tail-feathers,  and  on  the 
f  oncoflled  |>art8  of  the  feathers  forming  the  posterior  white  wing- 
bar.  Some  of  the  distinctions  had  been  noted  by  Mr.  F.  Finn  (J.  A. 
S.  B.  Ixvi,  pt.  2,  p.  523),  and  the  feathers  cf  the  lower  back  of  both 
forms  figured.  I  am  doubtful  whether  the  differences  mentioned, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  the  white  on  the  lower  back  and 
rump,  are  likely  to  be  constant.  There  is  much  variation  even 
in  the  few  specimens  (three  from  Manipur  and  two  from  Nortli- 
eastern  Burma)  available  for  examination.  I  am  inclined  to  class 
the  Shan  States  form  as  a  race  or  subspecies  of  P.  humi(e,  but 
many  ornithologists  would  regard  it  as  a  distinct  species. 

Vol.  IV,  p.  116.  No.  1356,  Cotumi.v  coromnndelica  has  been  recorded 
from  Colombo,  Cevlon,  bv  Mr.  A.  L.  Butler,  Jour.  Bom.  N.  II. 
Sue.  X,  p.  284. 

Vol.  IV,  p.  160.  Mr.  Bntler  writes  to  me  that  No.  1307,  Rallhia 
caywivgiy  is  common  in  the  Andaman  Islands,  but  verj'  shv :  the 
principal  breeding  season  is  January  to  April.  Tlie  nestling  is 
clad  in  chestnut  down,  and  the  immature  bird  has  the  lower  parts 
dull  blackish  grey,  nan  owly  barred  with  dirty  white. 

Vol.  IV,  p.  190.  The  Burmese  Sams  Crane,  No.  1410,  Ginis  sharpiij  has 
been  observed  in  flocks  by  Mr.  Davis,  whose  notes  are  printed  in 
Hume  and  Marshall's  *  Game  Birds.^ 
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abbotti  (GyanecuU),  483. 
abnormis  (H}  potienidia), 

162. 
accipitrinus  (Asio),  485. 
Actitis,  260. 
ActodromHB,  276. 
acuminata  (  Heteropvgia). 

276. 
acaminata  (TringaX  276. 
acuminalus    (Totanus), 

276. 
acuta  (Anas),  447. 
acuta  (Dafila),  447. 
Adelarus,  302. 
^ialitis  236. 
fcgocephala     (Liraosa), 

254. 
Kgooephala     (S^olopex), 

256. 
anea  (Carpophaga),  19. 
aenea  (Columba),  19. 
letherius  (Phaeton),  349, 

357, 
affinifl  (Larus),  304. 
affiiiis  (Ninox),  485. 
afBnia  (Oamotreron ),  8, 9. 
affinis  (Sterna),  313. 
afBnia  (Vinago),  8. 
africana  (Anas),  460. 
africana  (Nyroca),  460. 
areola  (Columba),  40. 
akool     (Araaurornia), 

172. 
akool  (Porzana),  172. 
akool  (RalluB),  172. 
alba  (Ardea),  385. 
alba  (Gioonia),  369. 
alba     (Herodiaa),    385, 

albelliia  (Mergellus),  467. 
albellua  (Mergua),  467. 
albeacena  (Podicepa),  475, 

476. 
albeacena  (Tringa;,  274. 
albiooUia    (Bliynchopa), 

327. 
albicriatatua    (Gennieua), 

89. 


albifrons  (Anaer),  417. 
albifrona  (Branta).  417. 
albigena  (Sterna),  317. 
albigulare      (Nettion), 

444. 
albigulare      (Nettium), 

444. 
albigularia    (Garrulax), 

478. 
albipennia     (Podicepa), 

475. 
albipennia  (Tocbvbaptea), 

475. 
albiventer     (Graculus), 

340. 
albiventria  (Turnix),  154. 
albocellatum     (Poljplec- 

tron),  73. 
albocriatatua       (Euplo- 

caniua),  89. 
albocriatatua       (Euplo- 

comua),  89. 
albocriatatua    ((3aUopba- 

ais),  89. 
alb(x;riatatua  (Phasianua), 

89. 
albogularia     (Mareca), 

444. 
albonotatua     (Capri  mul- 

Kus),  485. 
alcnata  (Pteroclea),  58. 
alcbata  (Pteroclurua),  58, 

59. 
Alectoropodea,  66. 
alexandrina    (.^ialitia), 

240. 
alexandrinus       (Chara- 

driua).  240. 
alpina  (Pelidna),  279. 
alpiua  (Iringa),  279. 
Alaocomua,  35. 
amauroptera    (Porzana), 

168. 
Amaurornia,  170. 
ambiguua    (Caprimulgua 

maorurua),  485. 
amboinensia     (Macro- 

pygia).  51. 


Ainraoperdix,  133. 
anseatheta  (Sterna),  323. 
Anas,  435. 
anastheetua      (Onycbo- 

prion),  323. 
Anaatomua,  377. 
Anatidie,  412. 
Anatinte,  420. 
Aucyiochilua,  278. 
andamanensia^UerodiaB), 

391. 
andaoianenaia   (Querque- 

dula).  444. 
andersoni  (Euplocauua) , 

94. 
anderaoni     (Gksnnasua), 

94. 
andersoni  (Nyothemerua), 

94. 
anderaoni      (Phoenioo- 

pterua),  408. 
anglica     (Gblochelidon), 

311. 
anglioa  (Sterna),  311. 
angu'stiroatria       (Anaa), 

454. 
anguatiroatria  (Chaulela«- 

mua),  454. 
anguatiroatria  (Marmaro- 

netta),  454. 
anguatiroatria  (Querque- 

dula),  454. 
Anoua,  325. 
Anaer,  415. 
Anaeree,  411. 
AnaeriniB,  415. 
antaroticua  (Stercorarius\ 

330. 
Antbropoidea,  190. 
Anthua,  483. 
anti^one      (Antigone), 

189. 
antigone  (Ardea),  188. 
autigouQ     (Grua),      188, 

ltt9. 
antiquorum      (Phoenico- 

pterua),  408. 
apicauda  (Tceron),  16. 
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apicaudus    (Sphcnooer- 

cud),  Irt. 
apii'icauda     (Sphonocer- 

cus),  16. 
aquaiicus  (Ralliis),  160. 
aquila  (Fregata),  338. 
aquiluB  (Attagen),  338. 
aquilus  (Pelecanus),  338. 
Arboricola,  123. 
Arbor.  >pbila,  125. 
ur^uata  (^Ana«),  430. 
arcuata     (Deudrocjgna), 

430. 
arcuatus      (Numenius), 

262. 
Ardea,  380. 
Ardeac,  379. 
Arde:dffi,  379. 
Ardeola,  392. 
ardeola  (Dromas),  208. 
Ardetta,  399. 
Arenaria,  222. 
arenaria  (Calidria),  270. 
arenaria  (Tringa).  270. 
nrenariuB  (Pterocles),  54. 
argala  (Ardea),  373. 
argala     (Leptoptilus), 

373. 
argentatus  (Larua),  30.5. 
argoondah     (Coturnix), 

119. 
argoondah      (Perdicula), 

118,  119. 
ar^unda     (Perdicula), 

J 19. 

a'gus  (Argusianus),  71. 

argus  (Phasianus),  71. 

Argusianus.  71. 

ariel  (Attagen),  .S38. 

ariel  (Fregaia),  338. 

aroniatica  (Vinago),  8. 

arquata      (Numenius), 
-}\o 

arquata  (Scolopax),  2j2. 
Asurcornis,  424. 
ash  a  (Ardea),  300. 
asha  (Denii-egretta),  390. 
jwha  (Herodia«),  3t)0. 
«8ha  (Lcpterodiua),  390. 
ariiatica  (^iCgialitis),  239. 
aniatica  (CvanopB),  484. 
HBiatica  (Mycteria),  372. 
a.siatica  (Perdicula),  118, 

119. 
asiatita  (Perdix),  118. 
asiaticus     (Charadrius), 

239. 
asiaticus     (Eudromias), 

239. 
BFiaticus      (Ocbtbodro- 

•luus),  239. 


asiaticus      (Pbalaropus), 

281. 
asiaticus     (Stercorarius), 

329. 
asiaticus  (Xenorbjnchus), 


04J. 


a.s8i  m  ilis     (  Macropy  gia) , 

51. 
A<tur,  486. 
atelospilum     (Polyplec- 

trou),  73. 
atra  (Fulica).  180. 
airigularis    (Arboricola), 

124.  127. 
atrinuchalis       (Sarco- 

grauiuia),  226. 
atniuicbalis  (Sarcogram- 

mus),  226. 
atripeonis      (Caprimul- 

gus),  485. 
atrisupei*ciliaris      (Su- 

thora),  478. 
atrogularis  (Arboricola), 

1^7. 
atrogulnris      (Arboro- 

pbiia),  127. 
at  n  )gu  laris  (Heoiipodi  us), 

lol. 
atrogularis        (Sarco- 

grauima),  226. 
atronucbalis   (Lobivanel- 

lus),  22ti. 
AtUgen,  338. 
augusta      (Cbalcopliaps), 

aurantia  (Seena),  315. 
aur.iniia  (Sterna),  3 15. 
auriiVons     (Chlorojwis), 

481. 
aurita  (Oti^,  198. 
aurita  (Syplieutis),  198. 
auritus      (Sypheotides), 

198. 
auritus  (Turtur),  42. 
austeni  (Proparus),  479. 
austral  is     (Mycteria), 

372. 
au.Hlralis  (Sula).  346. 
autunmalis      (llimanto- 

pua),  242. 
avocetta  (Recurvirostra), 

248. 
awsuree    (DendrocTgna), 

43(). 
awsuree  (Mareca),  430. 
Aytbya,  458. 

bacchus  (Ardeola),  394. 
bacchus  (Buphus),  394. 
baen  (Anas),  461. 
baeri  ^Fuiigula),  461. 


baeri  (Nyroca),  461. 
baillooi  (Porzana),  165. 
Banibusicola,  110. 
bankiva  (Gallus),  75. 
belgiua  (Limosa),  254. 
belgica  (Scolopax),  254. 
bengalensis    (CeJitropus), 

485. 
bengalensis     (Houbarop- 

Pi»).  200. 
bengalensis    (Molpastes), 

4«1. 
bengalensis  (Otis),  200. 
bengalensis   (Rhvncbaea), 

293. 
bengalensis      (Sterna), 

313. 
bengalensis       (Sypheoti- 

dfs),  20l>. 
bengaiensis     (Sypheotis), 

20C». 
bengalensis  (Tbalasseu»), 

3l3. 
benghalensis     (Ri.Uus), 

193. 
bergii  (Sterna),  314. 
hewicki  (Cygnus),  414. 
bicaluarala  (Guliuperdix), 

109. 
bi'^alcaratus       (Perdix), 

lt9. 
bi>*incta      (Osujotrerou), 

11. 
bic.ncta  (Treron),  11. 
bicincta  (Vinago),  11. 
bicolur      (Aiuaururnis), 

171. 
biculor        (Carpophag-.i), 

23. 
biiolor  (Columba),  23. 
bicolor      (Myribticivura), 

23. 
bicolor  (Porzana),  171. 
biddulphi  (Pucra&ia),  85, 

86. 
bilobuB     (Charadrius), 

226. 
bilubus      (Sarciophorus), 

226. 
biturquatus    (Cursorius), 

213. 
bitorquatus      (Macrotar- 

eius),  212. 
bitorquatus      (Rbinopti- 

lus),  212. 
blanlordi  (Tumix),  155. 
blewitti      (Miurjperdix), 

b'ytiii     (Phopnicopterus), 

410. 
blythi  (Tragopan),  102. 
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bhthii  (Ceriornie),  102. 
bonbami  (Ammoperdix), 

bonbami  (Perdii/,  133. 
boscas  (Anaa),  435. 
boschas  (Anas),  435. 
BotauruA,  405. 
boyciana  (Ciconia),  360. 
Bracbypodinie,  481. 
bracbyrbynchufl  (Anser), 

41b. 
bnig  (Ardea),  382. 
Brunta,  456. 
breTiroatris    (OoUocalia), 

485. 
brunnea  (LarviTora),  481 . 
brunneioepbaliis  ^Larus), 

301. 
brunneipectus      (Arbori- 

cola),  124.  128. 
brunneopectufl     (Arbopi- 

cola),  128. 
brunneopectus    (Arboro- 

pbila),  12K, 
brunoicephala     (Xema), 

301. 
Bubulciis,  383. 
bubulous  (Ardea),  389. 
bubulcus      (Henwlias), 

389. 
Biicaneteo,  483. 
bunnanicus  (Molpasteo), 

481. 
bur  luannicus  (Pbasianus), 

486. 
burnesii  (Gallinula),  175. 
Butoo,  4S5. 
butleri  (Astur),  486. 
Butorides,  394. 
Butrerou,  13. 

cabanisi    (Dendrocopus), 

478. 
Caccabis,  131. 
ctichinnana  (Larus),  305. 
Calidris,  270. 
c'ttlidris  (Scolopax),  264. 
calidris  (Totanus),  264. 
I'aloenadinsPf  114, 
GalcBuae,  24. 
l.aioperdix,  130. 
CMinbajensiA    (Coliimba), 

45. 
cambayensiB  (Perdicula), 

118. 
cambayensiB        (Perdix), 

118. 
cambayensis  (Turtur),  45. 
fampegtrifi  (Tetrax),  193. 
candid u8    (Himaiitupu»), 

247. 


candiduB  (Phaeton),  350. 
cane:»ceDs  (Totanus),  266. 
canifronft  (Spixizus),  481. 
canningi  (Castanolimnas), 

169. 
canningi  (Eur>'zona),  169. 
canningi   (Rallina),   169. 

486. 
cantiaca  (Sterna),  312. 
cantiana     (Hiaticula). 

240. 
cantiauuB    (Charadrius), 

240. 
cantianus        (j^lgialitU), 

240. 
cantianus  (^gialophilua). 

241. 
cantiiUna  (Sphenocercus). 

16. 
cantillana  (Yinago),  16. 
canutuM  (Tringa),  277. 
capellei  (Columba),  13. 
(^pellei  (Treron),  13. 
capellii    (Butrerou).    13, 

14. 
capensis  (Daption),  357. 
cttpensia       (Pruoellaria), 

357. 
capensia        (Bbynchva), 

293. 
capensia       (Bostratula). 

2V)3. 
capensia  (Scolopax).  293. 
capistrata  pallida  (Mala- 

cias).  481. 
Capriniulgi,  485. 
carb<)  (Grarulus).  340. 
carbo  (PeleoanuH),  340. 
carbo       (Pbalacrooorax), 

Carpopbaga,  18. 
Carpopbagina!,  18. 
caryopbyliacea      (Anas). 

425. 
caryopbyliacea    (Rhodo- 

nessa),  425. 
Casarca.  428. 
casarca  (Anas).  428. 
casarca  (Tadorna),  428. 
cnsiotis  (Columba),  34. 
casiotis  (Palunibui*),  34. 
caspia       (Hydroprogne), 

;joy. 

caspia  (Sterna),  309. 
caspius      (Syiochelidon), 

309. 
castanea  (Pucrasia),  86. 
oastaneitepB  (Staphidea), 

481. 
Oastanolira'naa.  169. 
caator  (Mer^'anser),  409. 


castor  (Mergus).  470. 
Catreus,  82. 

caudata  (Pnoepyga),  480. 
caurina       (Qalloperdix), 

107. 
Geriornis,  99. 
ceylonica  (Porzana),  67. 
Chalcopbaps.  26. 
chainbanus  (Lopbo- 

phoruH),  97. 
Cbaradriida;,  221. 
Cbaradriinie,  222. 
Cbaradrius.  233. 
obarltoni      (Arboricola), 

124. 
charltoni  (Tropico- 

perdix),  130. 
CbauleUsmus.  440. 
Cbeitusia,  231. 
cbinensis  (Coturnix)i  H-. 
cbinensts  (Excalfactoria), 

112. 
obinensia    (Francolinus). 

138. 
cbinquis  (Pavo),  73. 
cb  i  nquis    (PoU  plectron  ), 

73. 
cbinquis  (Polypleetrum), 

73. 
chirurgus       (Hydropha- 

sianus),  219. 
chirurgus  (Hydroplmsis), 

220. 
cbloriceps    rel    yirescens 

( Egreila),  395. 
chlorigasier(Crocopu8),6. 
cblorigasler  (Treron),  6. 
cblongaster  (Vin/igo),  6. 
chlorogaster  (Crocopus), 

6. 
Chloropais,  481. 
cbluroptera  (Osmo- 

trerun).  10. 
chloroptera  (Treron),  10. 
chloropus     (Arboricola), 

124,  129. 
chloropu^  (Arborophila), 

129. 
chloropus  (Fulioa).  175. 
chloropus       (Gallinula), 

175. 
chloropus    (Peloperdix), 

129. 
chloropus         (Phoenico- 

perdix),  129. 
chloropus  (Tropico- 

perdix),  129. 
-chlororliynchus      (Puffl- 

nus).  356. 
chr>'sorrhGBuin  (Dicteuin), 
484. 
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chucar  (Caocabis    ).  131. 
chukar  (Perdix),  131. 
cbukor  (Cacoabis),  131. 
Ciconia,  368. 
cieonia  (Ardea),  369. 
ciconia  ^Ciconia),  369. 
Ciconiae,  368. 
Ciconiidae,  3()8. 
cinclorhjncha       (Petro- 

phila),  478. 
cinclus  (Tringa),  279. 
cinerea  (.^rdea),  3S2. 
cinerea  (Chetusia),  228. 
cinerea  (Cbettusia),  228. 
cineiva  (Fulica),  176. 
cinerea  (Gallrcrex),  176. 
cinerea  (Grus),  186. 
cinerea  (Scolopax),  258. 
cinerea  rTerekia),  258. 
cinereicapilla        (Frank- 

linia),  478. 
cinereiventris  (Micropus), 

482. 
cinereuB  (Anaer),  416. 
cinereuB    (Lubivanellua), 

228. 
cinereus    (Microsarcops), 

228. 
cinereus  (PIuvianuB),  228. 
cinereus  ^Xeuus),  2iiS. 
cinnamomea        (Ardea), 

402. 
cinuHmomea  (  Ardeiralla), 

402. 
cinnamomea      (Ardetta), 

402. 
circia  (Anajt),  449. 
ci^cia   (Querquedula), 

449. 
CirrepideHniuii,  237. 
Clangula,  464. 
clarki  (IxuUi.h),  478,  481. 
clypeiita  (Ana*),  4»'>2. 
clypeuta  (Spatula),  452. 
CHrleslis  ((^Hlliiiagu),  286. 
cu'letttis  (Scolopnx),  286. 
collarin  (Antif^oue),  188. 
colluris  (Uru^;,  188. 
Colmnba,  28. 
Colurobn?,  1. 
Columbido*,  3. 
Culunibinie,  28. 
cuinitttis        (Merganser), 

469. 
conimania       (Cuturnix), 

114. 
communis  (Orus),  186. 
Communis  (Turtur),  42. 
concolor      (DemigretU), 

391. 
eouculor  (Herodias),  391. 


concolor       (Hjpsipetee), 

478. 
corntita  (Anas),  427. 
cornuta  (Tadorni).  427. 
coromanda    (Oancroma), 

389. 
coromandeliana    (Anas), 

433. 
ooromandelianus  (Neita- 

pus).  433. 
ooromandelianus  (Netto- 

pus),  433. 
coromandelica      (Cotur- 

nix).  116,  486. 
coromandelicuB    (Chara- 

drius).  210. 
ooromandelicus        (Our- 

sorius),  210. 
ooromandelicus     (Netta- 

pus),  433. 
cororoanduB      (Bupbu9), 

389. 
corumandus    (Bubulcus), 

389. 
ooronata  (Perdix).  111. 
coronatus  (Pterociee),  57. 
Coturnix,  114. 
ooturnix      (Coturnix), 

115. 
crassiroetris        (Tringa), 

277. 
Crateropus,  479. 
crawfurdi  (Euplocamus), 

94. 
crecca  (Anas),  443. 
crecca  (Nettion),  443. 
crecca  (JSettium),  443. 
crecca        (Querquedula), 

44:i. 

crepidatus  (Larus),  32ti. 
crepidatus  ^8teroox'ariu8), 

329. 
crepitans    (CEdicnemua), 

204. 
Crex,  162. 
crex  (CYex),  163. 
crex  (Rallus).  16.*). 
crispus  (Pelecanus),  335. 
orisiata  (Anas),  4l>3. 
crisUta(KuIigula).  463. 
cri8taU(Pulix),  463. 
cristata  (Gallicrex;,  177. 
cristata  (Gallinula),  176. 
cristata  (Sterna),  314. 
cristatus        (Coljmbus), 

473. 
cristatus  (Pavo).  68. 
cristaiuB        (Pliasianus), 

111. 
cristatus      (Podiceps), 

473. 


cristatus  (RoUulus),  111. 
orisitatuB       (Thalaaseus), 

314.,, 
cristaiua  (Vanellus),  235. 
CrooopuB,  4. 
CroBsoptilum,  88. 
cruentuB  (Itbagenes),  103. 
cruentus  (Itbaginis),  liXi, 
cruentus       (Pbasianus), 

103. 
Oryniophilus,  282. 
cuprea      (Garpophaga), 

22. 
cuprea  (Columba),  22. 
cuprea  (DucnU;,  22. 
ouronioa      (ji^gialitis), 

242. 
ouronicus  (Obandriua), 

241. 
Cursoriinn,  210. 
Cursorius,  210. 
ouTieri     (Kuplocamus), 

93. 
cuvieri   ((^nneus),  93, 

94. 
ouvieri   (Lopbopborus), 

93. 
cyanirentrifl  (Tesia),  478. 
cyanops  (Dysporus),  347. 
cyanopd  (Sula),  347. 
cyclospilum      (Polyplec- 

tron),  73, 
Cygninie,  413. 
cygnoideB  (Anser).    41 7i 

420. 
CygauB,  413. 
Cyniodroma,  354. 

dabryi       (.litbopyga), 

478 
Daflla,  447. 

damacensis  (Limonites), 

*yrn 
^i  %>• 

damacensis    (Totanuh), 

274. 
daroacensii     (Tringa), 

275. 
Daption,  •157. 
davisoni  (Gennnus),  94. 
davisoni     (Qeronticus), 

3»U. 
davisoni  (Graptocopba- 

lus).  364. 
davisoni  (Inocotis),  361. 
Demiegretta,  3«K). 
Dendrocycna,  430. 
Dendroireron,  32. 
])t(isura,390. 
dominicuB  (Obaradrius), 

234. 
dougalli  (Stenia).  319. 
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douraoa  (Turtur),  46. 
Dromadidae,  207. 
Ilromas,  208. 
dubia(^gialiti8),  241. 
dubU  (Ardea),  373. 
dubius      (Charadrius), 

241. 
dubius     (Leptoptilus), 

373. 
Ducula.  20. 
Dupetor,  403. 
dussumieri    (Hemipo- 

dius),  152. 
duwuroieri     (Tum^x), 

152,  153. 
davauceli  (Pucrasia),  84. 
Dysporus,  346. 

edwardii     (Eupodotis), 

195. 
edwardsi     (Eupodotis), 

195. 
edwardsii  (Otia),  195. 
egretta  (Ardea),  385. 
egretta  (Herodias),  386. 
e^rettoides  (Ardea),  3*^. 
egrettoides    (HerJdias), 

387. 
eleganji  (Phasianus),  81. 
elpniRstonei  (Palumbus), 

36. 
elphiastonii  (Alaoconiua), 

36. 
elphiostonii    (Columba), 

36. 
elphinaEtoiiii  (Ptilinopus), 

36. 
elwesi  (Ponana),  171. 
emeria  (Otooompaa),  481. 
enioospilum     (Poljplec- 

tron),  73. 
episcopus  (Ardea),  370. 
episcopus  (Giconia),  370. 
epiacopus  (Dissura),  370. 
eplsjopus  (Melanopelaiv 

gus,  370). 
Eridmatura,  465. 
Krythra,  173. 
erythrogaater  (Ruticilla), 

483. 
erythropus  (Anaer),  417, 

418. 
erythrorhyncba    (Cotup- 

nix),  121. 
erythrorhyncba    (Micro- 

perdix),  121. 
erythrorhyocba    (Perdi- 

euU).  121,  1-22. 
eTythrorhyDchus  (liicro- 

perdix),  121. 
Emcus,  2U5. 


Eudromias,  240. 
euluphotea    (Herodiaa), 

387.  388.  391. 
Eauetta,  438. 
Euploouuius,  89. 
Eupodotia.  194. 
Eurynorbynchua,  271. 
Euryptenia,  233. 
Euryzona,  169. 
eur^'SOQoidea   (Rallina), 

16S. 
eTersmanoi   (Columba), 

31. 
eTer8manni(  Palumbcma), 

31. 
Excalfaotoria,  112. 
exsul  (Turdinulua).  480. 
exustua  (Pterooles).  60. 
exuatua  (Pteroclurua),  60. 

falcata  (Anas),  438. 
faloata  (EunetU),  438. 
faloata    (Qaerquedula), 

438. 
,falcineUu8(Ibia),  364. 
falcinellus      (Plegadia), 

364. 
f&lcinellua     (Tantalus), 

364. 
fa.«!ciata  (Porxana).  169. 
faaciata  (Rallina),  169. 
faaoiata  (Tringa),  55. 
faaciatua  (Pterocles),  iVS. 
faaciatua  (Rallua).  169. 
feriua  (Anaa),  458. 
ferina  (Aythya),  458. 
ferina  (Fuligula),  459. 
ferine  (Nyroca),  458. 
ferrago  (Columba),  41. 
lerrago    (Turtur),    41. 

42. 
ferroa    (Hypotienidia), 

162. 
ferruginea  (Anas),  460. 
ferruginea  (Nyroca),  460. 
ferru^ineud  (Gallus),  75. 
ferua  (Anaer),  416. 
ferus  (Cygnua),  414. 
fiber  (Sula),  346. 
flatumioepa    (Zapomia), 

170. 
flaveolua  (Griniger),  481. 
fla?eacena    (Xanthixud), 

481. 
flavicoUia  (Ardea),  403. 
flavioollia     (Ardeiralla), 

404. 
flaviooUia  (Dupeior),  403, 

404. 
flaripes  (Chettuaia),  233. 
flATipes  (VaneUua).  233. 


flaTirostris     (Phaethon), 

3M). 
flarirentrii  (Oto:!ompsa), 

481. 
flavogularia     (Oamotre- 

ron),  9. 
fla?ogularia  (Treron),  9. 
fluTiatilia      (iEgialitia), 

242. 
flaviatilia  (Charadrius), 

241. 
fluviatilia     (Fodioeps), 

475. 
fluTiatilia  (Sterna),  318. 
fluyiatilia  (Tachybaptea), 

475. 
forniosa  (Anas),  442. 
forinosa    (Querquedula), 

442. 
formoeum  (Neition).  442. 
formoaum  (Nettium),442. 
Fronooliaua.  134. 
francolinua(Franoolinua), 

135. 
fraterculus(Pericrocotus), 

483. 
Fregata,  337. 
Fregatids,  337. 
frontalis  (Oendrocitta), 

478. 
fuciphaga     (Gollooalia), 

485. 
FuliciJ.  180. 
fulicaria  (Tringa),  282. 
Fulicariee,  157. 
fulioariua  (Crymopbilua), 

282. 
fulicarius    (Phalaropus), 

281,282. 
fuliginoaa  (Gnychoprion), 

324. 
fuliginosa  (Sterna),  324. 
fuligula  (Anas),  463. 
fuliguU  (Fuligula),  463. 
fulra  (Anas),  432. 
fuWa  (Dendrocycna),432. 
fuWicoUia  (Columba).  10. 
fuWiooIlis  (Osmotreron), 

10. 
fuWus  (Charadrius).  234. 
fusca  (Ardea),  383,  384. 
fujoa  (Porzana),  170. 
fu8c«  (Aallina),  171. 
fusea  (Scolopax),  26.*>. 
fuaoeMena  (Larus),  304. 
fuscicollia      (Graculua), 

341. 
fuacioolUa     (Phalaoro- 

oorax),  341. 
fuacus     (Aaiauromis), 
170. 
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fiiscus  (Lams),  304. 
fuerufl      (Limnobienue), 

171. 
fiiscus  (Rallus),  170. 
iu^cus  (Totanus),  205. 
f\  tehii      (Bambugicola), 

110. 

Qalactocbrysea,  216. 
Gallicrex,  170. 
gHllicuB      (Charadrius), 

211. 
gallicus  (Cursorius),  211. 
Gallins,  (i4. 
Gallinago,  285. 
gallinago     (Gullinago), 

287. 
gallinago  (Scolopax),  285, 

280. 
gallinaria    (Gallinago), 

287. 
Galiinula,  17*^). 
giiUinula      (Gallinago), 

21)2. 
gallinula  (Liranocryptee), 

2«a2. 
gallinula  (Scolopax),  292. 
(Jalloperdix,  UH). 
Gallu8,  74. 
galliiH  (Galluji),  75. 
gallu'*  (Pba«ianu8),  75. 
Garrulus,  478. 
garzeita  (Ardea).  ;}87. 
gansetta  (Gnrw»tfa),  387. 
garsetta  (Herodias),  387. 
Gaviw,  2tm. 
gelMtea  (Larus),  303. 
gelarttifl  (Columba),  40. 
Gelochelidon.Sli. 
Gennifus,  88. 
geoffroyi  (Jt}gialitii«\  237. 
geolTroji      (Charudrius), 

2;i7. 
geoffrovi      (Cirrepide*. 

niiiB),  237. 
giH^ffroyi      (Hinticula), 

237. 
peoffroyi     (Ochthodro- 

muK),  237. 
Gt*<>)H>lia,  52. 
(2«H)p<>liinii*,  51. 
GproiitiiUB,  'MV2. 
gibl>eri  frc»iu»(  Mar(>ca).444. 
^il>heritron8     (Querque- 

dula),  444. 
glpantea  (Arden),  373. 
gi^aiitpuB  (ArgiH).  71. 
gtgiiiit«ua    (ArguManu*), 

71. 
gijCint^ui    (Lfptoptiliii), 

373. 


girra  (Anas),  433. 
Glareola,  214. 
glareola  (Actitis),  261. 
glareola    (Rhyacopbiius), 

261. 
glareola  (Totanus),  261. 
glareola  (Tringa),  261. 
Glarecjlidoj,  209. 
Glareolins,  214. 
glauoion  (Anas),  464. 
giaucion  (Clangula),  464. 
glocitans  (Querquedula-), 

442. 
glottis  (Totanus).  266. 
guensis      (Lobi  \  anelliu»), 

224. 
goensis  (Parra),  224. 
goliatb  (Ardea).384. 
Gorsacbius,  398. 
gouldi  (Sterna),  321. 
gouldi  (Sternula),  321. 
gracilis  (Sterna),  319. 
Grallas,  156. 
gnindis  (Alcedo).  484. 
GraptoceplialuB,  364. 
grayi  (Ardeola),  393. 
grayii  (Ardea),  393. 
gregaria  (Cbietuyia),  232. 
grfgaria  (Cb^ttusia),  231. 
gregariuB     (Cbaradrius), 

231. 
gregariua      (Vanellus), 

greyi  (Deroiegretta),  391. 
grisea  (Ardea  >,  397. 
grisea  (Carvaniica),  206. 
griaeicapilla      (Carpu> 

phaga).  22. 
griseicapilla  (Ducula), 

22. 
griseus    (Eurynorhyu- 

rbus),  271. 
griseus  (Nycticcrax),397. 
Grues,  184. 
(i^ruidip,  185. 
Grus,  185. 
grus  (Ardea),  18(>. 
grus  (Gnw).  18<i. 
gularis  (Ardea),  390. 
gulnris     (Demiegretta), 

31H). 
gularis      (Fnuicolinus), 

141. 
gulnris    (Ortygomis), 

141. 
gularifi  (Perdix),  141. 
guttaticollis  (Paraduxor- 

iji«),  478. 
gutiaticullis      (Turdi- 

nulus),  480. 
guttAtus  (Pierocles),  62. 


guttifer    (Pseudoglottis), 

2H7. 
guttifer  (Totanus).  267. 

Bfliraatopodinfe,  245. 
Hosinatopus,  245. 
haplonoltt     ^Klachura), 

482. 
hardwickii    (ChloropsisX 

481. 
hardwickii  (Coluinba),  5. 
haugiitoui      (Pseudo- 

totanus),  2H7. 
haughtoni     (Totanus), 

267. 
helei  m    (Polyplectron), 

73. 
Heliopais,  182. 
Ileliornitliidae,  181. 
Helodroraas,  262. 
helvetica  (Squatarola), 

236. 
hehetioa  (Tringa),  2»5. 
Hemipodii.  149. 
Heniipuii,  482. 
heinpricbi    (Adelarus), 

3«>2. 
betuprichi  (Larus),  .302. 
hepburnii  (Perdix),  137. 
Herodias,  385. 
Herodiones,  359. 
Heteropygia,  276. 
hiatioola    (.Kgialitis), 

243. 
Hiaticula,  237. 
hiaticula  (.^gialitis),  243, 

244. 
hinticula      (Oharadriut), 

243. 
hiumlayensis    (Telrao- 

gallu»),  143. 
Hiniantopus,  246. 
hiuiantopus      (Char»- 

drius),  247. 
hiiuantupuM    (Himauto- 

pu.H),  247. 
hiiundo  (8tema),  318. 
hudgsoni     (Batracbo»U>- 

luus),  485. 
hodg^Kini  (Dendroireron), 

lioilgsoniie  (Perdix).  142. 
ho<^g»uniic  (Sacfa),  142. 
lu)dgi«onii    (Alsocoiuu;*), 

33. 
hodgAOtiii  (Coluniha).  .'13. 
bopkiusuni   (Banibuai- 

cola).  1 10. 
Hoplopterus,  229. 
borsfinldi  (Euplucorous), 

92. 
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bor&iieldi    (QtiUophasiB), 

92. 
liorsReldi  (Gennieus),  92. 
borsfieldi     (Sculopax), 

289. 
horsfieldii  (GhiJlinago), 

289. 
Houbara,  196. 
Houbnropsis.  200. 
Immiffi  (CuUopliasis).  80. 
huiniffi    (Phaaianus),  80, 

486. 
huinilior  (Tnrtiir),  47. 
liumilis  (Culuinbji),  47. 
huiuilis  (Ixulus),  481. 
humilis  (Tiirtur),  47. 
hvbrida(Hvdrochelidon), 

'307. 
hvbrida  (Sterna),  307. 
Hydroclielidon,  307. 
Hvdropba^ianii^,  219. 
Hydrophasis,  220. 
Ilydroprogiie,  309. 
byeinalis  (Scolopax),  291. 
hvperborea     (Tringa), 

'281. 
bvperboreus    (Lobipes), 

'281. 
byperboreiis      (Phalaro- 

pus),  281. 
hvpenthruB     (Hjpopi- 

*cu.s).478. 
hjpoleucos}  (Trioga),  260. 
hypoleucus  (Actitis),  2H0. 
bypoleucus  (Totanus), 

26<J. 
hypoleucus  (Tringoides), 

260. 
HypoUenidia,  160. 

Ibididip,  361. 
Ibidorhyncbus,  249. 
Ibis,  361. 
icbtbyietua      (Kroiko- 

ciEtphaltis),  299. 
icbtbyaetud  (Larus),  299. 
igneua  (Falcinellus).  364. 
igneus  (Numeoiiis),  364. 
Ignitus     (Euplocamua), 

87. 
ithberbis  (Pomatorhinud), 

478,  479. 
itnmaculata    (Elacbura), 

482. 
immaculata     (Herodias), 

387. 
impejanus     (Pbasianus), 

97. 
impeyanus      (Lopho- 

pborus),  96,  97. 
inaica  (Ardea),  372. 


indica  (Bernida),  419. 
indina  (Ghalcopbaps),  26. 
indica  (Columba),  26. 
indica  (Eiilabeia),  419. 
indica    (Hydrochelidon), 

307. 
indica  (lantbia),  478. 
indica  (Mvcteria),  372. 
indica  (Otis).  198. 
indic'a(Parra).  218. 
indica  (Tnuga),  224. 
indica  (Viralva),  r307. 
indietis  (Anser).  419. 
indicus      (LobiTanellus), 

224. 
indicus    (Metopidius), 

218. 
indicus    (CEdicnemus), 

2<}4. 
indicus  (Phaethon).  349. 
indicus  (Ralliis),  158. 
indicus  (Sarcogrammus), 

224. 225. 
innominatus     (Larus), 

299. 
innotata  (Sterna),  307. 
Inoootis,  362. 
inoruata     (Cbettusia), 
'   228. 
inornatus  (Tx>biTanelluB), 

228. 
insignis  (Ardea),  38.S. 
insignia  (Carpopbaga), 

21.  22. 
insignia  (Ducula),  21. 
insularis     (Ainauromis), 

173.     . 
insularis    (Carpopbaga), 

20. 
intermedia   (Arboricola), 

124,  127. 
intermedia  (  Arboropbila), 

127. 
intermedia  (Anlea).  .S86. 
intermedia    (Columba), 

29. 
intermedia  (Herodias), 

3S6. 
intermedia  (Mesophoyx), 

3S7. 
intjormediuft    (Franco- 

Unus),  i;«. 
intermedins    (Himanto- 

pus),  247. 
interpres     (Arenaria), 

22;i. 
interpres  (Cinclus),  223. 
iuterpres     (Strepsilas), 

223. 
interpres  (Tringa),  223. 
isabelUuus  (Lanius),  478. 


Itbagenes,  103. 

janresoni    (Cursorius), 

211. 
jiponica  (Cotumix),  116. 
javanica  (Anas).  430. 
ja?anioa  (Ardea),  393. 
javanica     (Butorides), 

395. 
javanica  (Ciconia),  374. 
javanica    (Dendrocvcna), 

430. 
javanica  (Pelodes),  316. 
jaranica  (Sterna).  316. 
jaranicus  (Carbo),  .'Hi. 
javanicus     (Graculus), 

342. 
javanicus     (Leptoptilus), 

374. 
javanicus  (Pavo).  70. 
javanicus   (Pelecanus), 

333. 
javanicus      (Phalacro- 

corax).  842. 
jordoni  (.Egialitis),  242. 
jerdoni  ( Stem u  la),  316. 
jerdoni  (Treron).  6. 
joudera      (Hemipodius), 

153. 
joudera  (Tumix\  I.5.3. 
jugularis  (Ardea),  *i\H. 
juguUris     (Uerodias), 

391. 

koru5te<«  (Sterna),  319. 
Kroikocephalus,  299. 

laetea  (Galachrysea),  216. 
lactea     (Qalactocbrysea), 

216. 
lactea  (Glareola).  216. 
lafayettii  (Gallus),  77. 
lambruscbini   (Laruss), 

303, 
lambruscbini    (Xemi), 

303. 
lapponica  (Limosa).  2r)4>. 
lapponica    (Scolopax), 

2m. 

Liridse,  297. 
Larins,  21>8. 
Larus,  298. 
larvatus  (Crateropus), 

479. 
Lept«rodius,  390. 
leptogrammica     (Macro- 

pygia),  49. 
Leptoptilus,  373. 
Lerwa,  145. 
lerwa  (Lerwa* 
lerwa  ^Perd^ 


494 


ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 


lesclienaulti    (-Egialitis), 

237. 
lesclienaulti      (Chara* 

drius),  237. 
leechennultii  (Hiaticula), 

238. 
lescbenaultii  (Taococua), 

478. 
Lestris,  330. 
leucerodia    (Flatalea), 

3«6. 
leucocapillus      (Anous), 

326. 
leucocapillus    (Micran- 

ous),  326. 
leucocephala      (Ardea), 

370. 
leucocephala     (Ciconia), 

370. 
leucocephala     (Erisma- 

tura),  466. 
leu(  ocephalus      (Anas), 

44)6. 
leucocephaluB     (Pseudo- 

tantaluH),  376. 
leiicocepbalus  (Tantalus), 

376. 
leucogaatcr    (Pelecanus), 

346. 
leucogaster  (Sula),  346. 
Icucogastra  (Sula),  346. 
leucogeranui      (Grus), 

187. 
leucogeranui  (Sarcogera- 

nu§),  187. 
leucoinelanoa      (Fhaaia- 

nu»),  90. 
leueoinelanuft    (Suplooft- 

rous),  90. 
leuconielanus  (Oallopha- 

tfis),  90. 
leucoiuelauus  (Gesnffus), 

Mi). 
leuconota      (Columba), 

leueopareia  (Sterna),  307, 

308. 
leuccphthalnius    (Anas), 

4W. 
leucoptom  (Anas).  424. 
leuc-optera  ( Ardeola),  393« 

IVM. 
leueoptera    (Casarca), 

424. 
leueoptera    (Hydrocbeli- 

di.n),  3(»8. 
leueoptera  (Sterna),  t¥  8. 
leueopteru^    (Samdioi- 

ni»  ?).  424. 
Icueorodia     (riataka), 


•;o6. 


leucura  (Ghettusia),  233. 
leucurus  (Cbaradriua), 

233. 
leucurus  (Euryptenia), 

233. 
leucurus    (Lobivanellus), 

233. 
leucurus  (Vaoellus),  233. 
lichtensteini    (Pterocles), 

67. 
lilfordi  (Grus),  186. 
Limicolse,  202. 
Limnobsnus,  171. 
Limnoeryptes,  292. 
Limonites.  273. 
LimosH,  254. 
limosa  (Limosa),  254. 
litnosa  (Scolopax),  254. 
lineatus     (Euplocamus), 

92. 
lineatus  (Gennieus),  92. 
lineatus     (Numenius), 

252. 
lineatus    (Njctbemerus), 

98. 
lineatus  (Pbasianus),  92. 
livia  (Columba).  29,  30. 
lobaU  (Tringa).  281. 
lubatus    (Phalaropus), 

282. 
Lobipes,  281. 
tx)bipluvia,  226. 
Lobivanellus,  224. 
longipennis  (Sterna),  319. 
Ion  gi  pes    (Charadrius), 

234. 
Lophopborus,  95. 
Lophura,  87. 
longirostrii    (Pelecanns), 

334. 
lunulata     (Galloperdix), 

108. 
lunulata  (Perdix),  108. 
lunulatus   (Galloperdix), 

108. 
lunulosa     (Galloperdix), 

108. 
luzoniensis  (Parra),  219. 

Machetes,  268. 
inarqueeni     (Houbara), 

19<{. 
niatqueeni  (Otis),  196. 
niaorolopha  (Phtisianus), 

84. 
macrolopha     (Pucrasia), 

84. 
macrolopha  (Sat  jra),  84. 
Macropygia,  48. 
Macrorharopbus,  257. 
Macrotarsiuii,  212. 


macrurus  (Caprimulgus), 

485. 
maculosa  (Tumix),  155. 
magnirostria    (Eaacue), 

207. 
magnirostria    (QSdicne- 

rous),  207. 
magnirostria      (Ortho- 

rbamphus),  207. 
major    (Dendrocjgna), 

430. 
major  (Horornia),  478. 
major  (Tribura),  482.  ^ 
malabarica   (Lobipluvia), 

227. 
malabarica  (Osmotreron), 

8. 
malabarica  (Treron),  8. 
malabarica  (Vinago),  8. 
malHbancus(Gharadriu8), 

226. 
malabaricus    (Hoplopte- 

rus),  229. 
malabarirua    (Sarciopho- 

rus),  226. 
malavenaia    (Ictinaetus), 

485. 
mandellii     (Arboncola), 

128. 
mandellii  (Arborophila), 

128. 
manillensis  (Ardea).  381. 
manillenais    (Pelecanus), 

336. 
manillenais  (Phoyx),  881. 
manipurensie  (Microper- 

dix).  122, 
mani  purensia  (Perdicula), 

122. 
Hareca.  445. 
marginata    (Hydrocheli* 

don),  322. 
mania  (Anaa),  462. 
mania  (Fuligula).  462. 
marila  (Nyroca),  462. 
Marmaronetta,  454. 
marniorata  ^Anas),  454. 
maruetta  (Ortygometra), 

166. 
maruetta  (Ponana),  166. 
media  (Gallinago),  286. 
media  (Sterna).  313. 
meena  (Columba),  40. 
meena  (Turtur),  40. 
iiif^Bpo<Ua  (Perdix),  125, 
Megapodiidft',  147. 
Megnpodiua,  147. 
melanauehen      (Onycbo* 

prion),  322. 
nielanauchea    (Sieroa), 
322. 
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melanauchen  (Steruula), 

322. 
melanocephala     (Cerior- 

nifl),  100. 
melanocephala    (Ibis), 

361. 
inelanooppbalus    (Ibu), 

361. 
inelanooephahis    (Micro* 

piu),  482. 
inelanocephalofl  (Phasia- 

nus),  100. 
melanocepbalus    (Tanta- 

lua).  361. 
luelanocephalus  (Threeci- 

oraia),  861. 
melanocephalua  (Threeki- 

ornis),  361. 
inelaDorephaltts    (Trago- 

pan),  100,  101. 
melanogaster  (Anhinga), 

melanogaster  (pTmodro- 

ma),  355. 
melanogaster    (Plotus), 

melanogaster    (Sterna), 

316. 
melanogaster    (Thalassi- 

droma),  355. 
melanogenjs     (Anous), 

326. 
melainognatbus    (Oarbo), 

a*2. 

melanognathus    (Gracu- 

lus),  342. 
melanolopha    (Ardea), 

398. 
melanolopha  (Tigrisoma), 

melanolopbns     (Qorsa- 

chius),  398. 
melanolophiis     (Croraa- 

kius),  398. 
melanonota     (Sarddior- 

nis),  423. 
melanonotus     (Euploca- 

mns).  91. 
melanonot  us     (  Franooli- 

nus).  135. 
melanonotus  (G^nmeus), 

91. 
melanonotus   (Sareidior- 

niH).  423. 
melanonotus    (Sarkidior- 

nis),  423. 
melanops  (Sula).  347. 
melanopteruB  (Himanto- 

pus),  247. 
melanopus     (Herodias), 

389. 


melanotus  (Anser),  423. 
melanotus  (Euplocamus), 

91. 
melanotus  (Gallophasis), 

91. 
roelanura  fLimosa),  254. 
melanuroiden    (Limosa), 

25*. 
Merganser,  468. 
merganser  (Mergus),  469. 
Mergins,  467. 
M-rgus,  467. 
Meropidn,  484. 
Mesophoyx,  387. 
Metopidius,  218. 
Mieranous,  326. 
Micropalaroa,  257. 
Microperdiz,  120. 
Microearoops,  228. 
militaris  (Golumba),  5. 
minor  (Attagen),  33S. 
minor  (Charadrius),  241. 
minor  (FnigaU),  330. 
minor  (Peleoanuj),  333. 
minor    (Fhoenioonaias), 

410. 
minor    (Phoenicopterus), 

410. 
minor  (Fodioeps),  475. 
minor    (Sphenooercus), 

17. 
minuta  (Ardea),  400. 
minuta  (Ardetta),  400. 
minuta  (Gallinula),  164. 
minuta  (Limonites),  273. 
minuta  (Porzana),  164. 
minuta  (Sterna),  321. 
minuta    (Stemula),  316, 

320,321. 
minuU    (Tringa),    273, 

274. 
minutus      (.Egialitia), 

242. 
minutus  (Anser),  418. 
minutus     (Charadrius), 

241. 
m  itratus  (Pelecauus),  333, 

.134, 
modestum    (Piproeoma), 

478, 
raonachiis  (Grus),  189. 
mongolioa    (.Egialitis), 

2.38. 
mongolieus     (j^gialites), 

238. 
moni^licus  (Charadrius), 

238. 
mongolieus    (Cirrepides- 

mu«),  238. 
mon^olus    (Ciiaradrius), 

238. 


mongol us    (Ocb  thodro* 

mus),  239. 
moniliger    (Batrachoeto- 

mus),  485. 
monticoU      (Zoothera), 

478. 
murinus    (Turdinulu.s), 

480. 
ma^icus  (Cygnus),  414. 
muthura  (Gennasus),  91. 
muticus  (Pavo),  70. 
MjristioiTora,  23. 

nagaensis  (Sitta),  478. 
nebularius  (Glottis),  266. 
neglecta  (Columba),  30. 
neglectus    (Porphj-rio), 

179. 
nemorioola    (Ghdlinago), 

285. 
neraorioola     (Soolopax), 

285. 
nepalensis  ( Aeanthoptila), 

478. 
nepalensis  (Treron),  14. 
Netta.  45.\ 
Nettium,  441. 
Nettopus,  433. 
nioobarica    (Caloenas), 

24. 
nioobarica     (Columba), 

24. 
nicobarica     (lanthoenas), 

39. 
nicobariensis    (Meg&po- 

dius).  147. 
niger  (H^rocorax),  342. 
nigra  (Ardea),  369. 
nigra  (Ciconia),  369. 
nigra     (UydrocheUdon), 

308. 
nigra    (Melanopelargus), 

370. 
nigra  (Sterna^,  30K. 
nigrii'epa  (Otis),  19.). 
nigrioolUs     (Podiceps), 

474. 
nigripes  (Herodias),  <38d. 
nigrolineatus    (Ballus), 

167. 
nilotica    (Gelichelidon), 

311. 
nilotica  (Sterna).  312. 
nipalensis    (Caprimulgus 

macrurus),  485. 
nipalensis  (Columba),  3.'}. 
nipalensis  (Pucrnsia),  84, 

86. 
nipalensis  (Toria),  14. 
nivicoU  (LiBrwa).  145. 
nubilis  (Ardea),  381. 
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Numeniiis,  251. 
Nyctiardea,  397. 
Uycticorax,  39tt. 
nycticorax  (Ardea),  307. 
nycticorax  (Nyctiardea), 

397. 
nycticorax  (Nycticorax), 

397. 
Nyroca,  458. 
nyroca  (Anas),  4(>0. 
nyroca  (Aythya),  460. 
nyroca   (Fuligula),  460, 

463. 


•o-^teni  (GarruliiR\  478. 
oateiii  (Gpunaeus),  93, 94. 
ohsciira  ( Mugncapa),  482. 
obscura  (Ninox),  485. 
obflr'nrior  (Hvpotcc.iidia), 

162. 
obscurus  (Hemipua),  478, 

482. 
occi  den  talis  (Larue),  304. 
oceanica     (Procellaria), 

354. 
ooeanicn»(Ooeanite8),354. 
Ocean  iteg,  353. 
Oceanoilroma,  358. 
ooellata(Caloperdix),131. 
ocellatua      (Cryptonyx), 

131. 
ocellatus(Rheinbardtiu8), 

71. 
occllatUB  (RolUiliia).  131. 
ocellatUii  (Titmix),  151. 
ochrophus  (TotanuH),262. 
ochropuB  (Actitis).  2«2. 
ochropus    (llolodroinos), 

262. 
ochropus  (Totnnnn),  262. 
Ofhtluxlroinus,  237. 
ocii'ea  (('Hlt»|>erdix),  131. 
ociilen  (Perdix).  131. 
(]<>1icneiiiida*,  203. 
(K<lionemu«»,  203. 
(pdionemus  (Cbaradrius), 

204. 
(wl  ion  emu  J  (CEdicnenius), 

204. 
a»na«  ((\)lumbn),  .*J<). 
(pnicnpiUu  (Pulunibopna), 

31. 
(Knopopelin,  47. 
oliviicoa  (I'enbx).  125. 
nlivaoeuB      (Pouiatorbi- 

nuH"t.  47H. 
f)bir  (C'yKnii}<).  413. 
on(>rn>taIiiii  (Pelecanus), 

;w3.  ;i;h. 

Onyt'liopriun,  322. 


Ophrysia,  104. 
orientali?  (Oolurabfi\  40. 
orientalis  (Glareola),  214. 
orientalis  (Perdix),  139. 
orientalis  (Turtur),   40, 

41. 
Ortborbampbus,  207. 
Ort.ygoinetra,  165. 
OBCitans      (Ana.stomuB), 

377. 
oscitans  (Ardea),  377. 
OBCulans    (Hasmatopu.'^), 

246. 
Osraotreron.  7. 
OBtralegus  (HaematopuB), 

245. 
Otides,  191. 
Otididle.  192. 
OiiB,  192. 
otu8  (Asio),  485. 


pagndarum      (Temenu- 

cbuB),  478. 
pallescens     (CaccablB), 

132. 
pallid U8  (Caccabifl),  132. 
pallidus  (llororiiis),  482. 
paIumhoide6(Al8ooomuB), 

39. 
palumboideB     (Carpo- 

pbaga).  39. 
palumboidea   ^Colunibi), 

39. 
palumboides(Iantboenas), 

:». 

PaluinbuB,  34. 
panayen^is  (Sterna).  323. 
papilloBa  (IbiB),  362. 
papillosus   (Geronticus), 

»12, 364. 
papilloBus  (Inocotis),  t'M)2, 

3(>4. 
paradiflAA  (Sterna).  319. 
parasiticus  (Stercorarius), 

329. 
Parridw,  217. 
par?a  (Porzana),  164. 
parra  (Sipbia),  483. 
parva  (Zapornia),  164. 
parvifronB     (Gallinul<i), 

175. 
parruB  (Kallus),  164. 
Pavo,  IW. 
Pavoncella.  26*^. 

KToninus  (Argus).  71. 
lecanicbi',  'XV2. 
Pelecanoides,  .V»8. 
PeleoanuB,  332. 
Pelidna.  278. 
Peloperdix,  129. 


penelope  f  Anas\  44.'>. 
penelope  (Mareca),  445. 
penelops  (Anas),  445. 
pennatus     (Elieraetus), 

485. 
pentab  (Cotaniix),  118. 
Perdicula,  117. 
Perdix,  142. 
PeriAteropodes,  147. 
perlatUB   (Fr&ucolicus), 

138. 
persieu;*  (Puffinns),  3.56. 
personata     (HeliopaiB), 

182. 
perBouata  (Podica),  182. 
Pbabinae,  26. 

phaeopuB  (Nu  ineniu8).25.*l. 
pbieopuB  (Soolop.>uL),  253. 
Pbaetboti,  348. 
Phaetbontidfe.  348. 
Pbalaerocoracidie,  339. 
Phalacrocoracime.  340. 
Pbalacrocorax.  340. 
Pbalaropu^,  2S0. 
PhasianidiP.  66. 
PbasianuB,  80. 
phayrei     (Francolinus), 

138. 
pbayrei  (O^motreron),  8. 
pbayrei  (Perdix),  I'M. 
pbilippensis  (.Egialitis), 

242. 
pbilippensis  (Pelecanus), 

335. 
pbilippensis  (Podiceps), 

475. 
pbilippina    (Uiatioula), 

241. 
pbilippinenaiB    (Peleca- 
nus). 336. 
pbilippinuB   (.^gialitis), 

242. 
pbih'ppinuB  (Cbarndriuii), 

241. 
PbcBniconaias,  410. 
Pbopuieoperdix,  129. 
pbuenicoptera    (Treron), 

5. 
Phcunicopteri.  407. 
Pba»nieopteridff ,  408. 
Phcpnicopterus,  408. 
pbcenicopt«ru.H    (Croco- 

pus).  5. 
pb(»uicurB(Ervtbra\l73. 

phfpnicura  (Erytb rural. 

173. 
pliGpnicura    (Gallinula). 

173. 
pbcpnicura  (Por»na),l  73. 
pboenicuroideM     (llodg* 

BoniuB),  481. 
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phoMiioanM    (Amanror- 

niB),  173. 
pfaGBnicurus  (GktUinulA), 

173. 
PhoTX,  381. 
PhylloMopufl,  482. 
pieta  (Perdix),  137. 
picta8(Francolinii8)f  137. 
pileata  (Halojon),  484. 
pisoator  (Dysporus),  347. 
piflcator  (PelecanuB),  347. 
piflcator  (Sula),  347. 
piacatrix  (Sula),  347. 
plaoida  (jEgialitis),  244. 
placidus     (Charadrius), 

244. 
Platalea,  366. 
Platalete,  360. 
Plataleids.  366. 
platTThjnciia  (Limioola), 

platyrhyneha    (Tringa), 

279. 
Plegadis,  364. 
PlotinA,  343. 
Plotus,  343. 
plumbipes  (Hemipodius), 

151. 
plumbipes  (Tumix),  151. 
pluvialiB    (Oharadriui), 

235. 
Podicep«,  473. 
Podicipedidae,  472. 
poecilorhynoha    (Anas), 

436. 
poBkilorliyncha     (Anas), 

437. 
poliooephnla  (Gkdliniila), 

178. 
poliooephalus  (Porphy- 

rio).  178. 
Polyplectruin,  72. 
pomarhinus      (Lestris), 

330. 
poniarina   (Oatarraota), 

330. 
Pomatorhinus,  479. 
pomatorhinus  (Lestris), 

330. 
pomatorhinus     (Stereo- 

rarius),  330. 
pompadora    (Golamba), 

9. 
pompadora(08motreron), 

9. 
pondioerianus   (Pranco- 

Unus),  139. 
pondioerianus       (Orty- 

gomis),  139. 
pontioeriana(Ortygomis), 

139. 
TOL.  IV. 


pontioeriana     (Perdix), 

139. 
Porphyrio,  178. 
Fonsana.  163. 
porzana  (Ponana),  166. 
porzana  (Rallus),  166. 
prasinosoeles  (Ardeola), 

394. 
pratensis  (Alauda),  484. 
prateiisis  (Anthus),  484. 
pratensis  (Crex),  163. 
pratincx>la  (G]areola),2 16. 
pratincola     (Hirundo), 

216. 
Prion,  868. 
Procellariidse,  353. 
Pseudoglottis,  267. 
Pseudominla,  479. 
Pseudosoolopax,  257. 
Pseudotantalus,  375. 
Pseudototanus,  267. 
Pterocles,  54. 
Pterooletes,  53. 
Pteroclidae,  53. 
Pteroclurus,  58. 
Puorasia,  84. 
pucrasia(Pha8ianus),  84. 
pucrasia  (Tragopan),  84. 
Puffinus,  355. 
pugnax  (Ghacura),  131. 
pugnax      (Hemipodius), 

151. 
pugnax  (Machetes),  268. 
pugnax  (PaToncella),  268. 
pugnax  (Philomachus), 

pugnax  (Tringa),  268. 
pugnax  (Tumix),  151. 
putohra  (Ardetta),  401. 
pulohrala  (Turtur),  42. 
pulchrata  ^Columba),  41. 
pulohrata  (Turtur),  42. 
pulchriooUis(Alsooomus), 

37. 
pulchricollis  (Columba), 

37. 
pulchricollis  (Pislumbus), 

37. 
punctata  (Elachura),  482. 
punctata  (liareca),  444. 
punicea  (Columba),  38. 
punioens  (  Alsooomus),  38. 
purpurea  (Ardea),  381. 
pusilla  (Carpophaga),  19. 
pusilla  (Porzana),  165. 
pusillus       (Oharadrius), 

241. 
pusiUus  (Rallus),  165. 
pygnuea  (Limioola),  279. 
pygmsea    (Ortygometra), 

165. 


pygmsBa  (Platalea),  271. 
pygtuaea  (Porzana),  h\6. 
pyemaea    (Tringa),    271, 

pygmsea  (Zapomia),  165. 

pygmeus  (burynorhyn- 
chus),  271. 

pygmeus  (GraouluB),342. 

pygmieus  (Phalaorooo- 
rax),  342. 

Pygopodes,  472. 

pyrrhotborax  (jSgialitis), 
238. 

pyrrhotborax  (Chara- 
drius), 238. 

pyrrhotborax  (Oohtho- 
dromus),  239. 

qiiadricinctus  (Pterocles), 

55. 
Querquedula,  449. 
querquedula  (Anas),  449. 

Rallida,  157. 
Rallina,  167. 
RaUus,  158. 
Recurri rostra,  248. 
recurvirostris     (Bsaous), 

205. 
recurTirostris     ((Edicne- 

mus),  205. 
refulgens  (Lophophorus), 

96. 
Rhinoptilus,  212. 
Rbodoneesa,  425. 
Rhyaoopbilus,  261. 
Rhynchiea,  293. 
Rhynchopinie,  327. 
Rh^chops,  327. 
ridibunda  (Xema),  300. 
ridibundus  (Larus),  300. 
risoria  (Columba),  46. 
risorius  (Turtur),  46. 
roberti  (Pnoepyea),  480. 
roberti  (Turdinulus),  480. 
robustirostris  (Cyanops), 

484. 
RoUul'us,  111. 
roeeus  (Peleoanus),  333. 
roeeus    (Phcsnicopterus), 

408. 
Rostratula,  293. 
roulroul  (  Phasianus),  111. 
roulroul  (RoUulus),  111. 
rubescens  (Cyanops),  484. 
rubidus  (PhtBnicopterus), 

410. 
rubricauda     (Phaeton), 

349,350. 
rubrirostris  (Anser),  416. 
ruFa  (Limosa),  256. 
2k 
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rufa  (Ijophtirs),  87. 
rufe«oenB  (Ballus),  176. 
ruflceps  (Colomba),  51. 
rufioepB      (Macropygia)} 

61. 
rufioepe      (Pellorneum), 

478. 
rufiooUis  (Beniicla),420. 
ruficollis       (Limonites), 

274. 
ruacoilis   (Tringa),   274, 

275. 
rufigulana    (Arborioola), 

124, 126. 
rufilata  (lantbia),  478. 
rufina  (Anas),  456. 
ru6iia  (Branta),  456. 
rufina  (Fuligula),  456. 
rufina  (Netta).  456. 
rufipennit  (Macropjgia), 

50. 
rufiTentris     (Braohypte- 

ryx),  481. 
rufogularis  (Arborioola), 

126. 
rufogularis  (Arboriphila), 

126. 
rufus  (Euplocamua),  87. 
nifufl  (Phasianus),  87. 
rupf  stria  (Columbn),  SO. 
rupicola  (Columba),   30, 

40. 
rupioolus  (Turtur),  41: 
rustioola      (Scolopax), 

283. 
rnsticula      (Scolopax), 

283. 
rutila  (Anas),  428. 
rutila  (Caaarca),  428. 


saoer  (TiOpteroclius),  391. 
sacra  (Ardea),  391. 
■acra  (Demiegretta),  391. 
sacra  (Demigretta),  390. 
salina  (Tringa).  275. 
salina  (Trynga).  274. 
Sarcidiomiv,  422. 
Sarciophorus,  226. 
Saroogeranus,  187. 
Sarcofrrammus,  224. 
f atjra  ( OriomiH),  99. 
satyra  ^Tragopan).  99. 
satyrus  (Tragopan),  99. 
saunderst  (Sterna),  321. 
iclnteri     (Lophophorut), 

98. 
Scolopaoina,  283. 
snolopacinus  (Oallinago), 

234. 
6ouWpaz,  283. 


scolopax      (Oharadrius), 

204, 
scolopax     (CEdicnemus), 

204. 
scutulata  (Anas),  424. 
scutulata      (Aaarooruis), 

424. 
scutulata  (Casarca),  424. 
scutulata  (Ninox),  485. 
scutulatus    (Asarcomis), 

424. 
seena  (Sterna),  315. 
segetum  (Anser),  420. 
semipalmatuB       (Macro- 

rhamphus),  257. 
semipalmatus      (Pseudo- 

scolopax),  257. 
senegalensis  (Turtur),  45. 
senegallus  (Pterodes),  61. 
senegnllus  (Pteroclurus), 

61, 62. 
senex  (Anoua),  326. 
serrator  (Merganser),470. 
eerrator  (Mergus),  470. 
sharpii  (Grus),  189, 486. 
shorei  (Tiga),  478. 
sibirica  (Liinioola),  280. 
sinensis  (Ardea),  401. 
sinensis  (Ardetta),  401. 
sinensis    (Excalfactoria), 

112. 
sinensis       (Franoolinus), 

138. 
sinensis  (Graculus),  341. 
sinensis      (Hjdropbasia 

nus),  220. 
sinensis  (Parra),  219. 
sinensis  (Sterna),  320. 
sinensis  (Sfemula),  320. 
Sittipanis,  479. 
sladeni  (Phasianus),  81. 
smithi  (llirundo).  478. 
Bocialis  (Prinia),  482. 
solitaria  (Oallinago),  290. 
solitaria  (Scolopax),  291. 
sonuerati  (Gallus),  78. 
spadioea     (Galloperdix), 

106. 
spadiceus    (Galloperdix), 

106. 
Spatula,  451. 
speciosus   (Pericrocotus), 

483. 
Spbnnooerous,  15. 
sphenura  (Vinago),  16. 
sphenurus        (Puffinus), 

sphenurus      (Sphenooer* 

cus),  16. 
spicifer  (Pavo),  70. 
spilonotus  (Circus),  478. 


spodiogaater  (Bntorides), 

395. 
squalidum    (Piprosoma), 

478. 
Squatarola,  235. 
staoeii  (Phasianus),  82. 
stagnatilis  (Totanus).263. 
stanleyi  (Gallus),  77. 
Stesanopodea,  331. 
steUaris  (Ardea),  405. 
stellaris  (Botaurus),  405. 
stenura  (Gallinago),  289. 
stenura  (Scolopax),  289. 
Steroorariidae,  328. 
Stercorarius,  329. 
Sterna,  310. 
Steminae,  306. 
Stemula,  320. 
stlienura    (Gallinago), 

289. 
stoliczkn  (Turtur),  46. 
stolida  (St«ma),  325. 
stolidus  (Anous),  325. 
strepera  (Anas),  440. 
strepera       (Chauliodus), 

440. 
streperus  (Chaulelaamus), 

440. 
Strepsilas,  222. 
striata  (Columba),  52. 
striata  (Geopelia),  52. 
striata      (llypot«nidia), 

160, 162. 
striatus  (Alcunis),  481. 
striatus     (Ballus),     160, 

162. 
strutbersi      (Ibidorhjn- 

cha),  249. 
strutbersi     (Ibidorhyn- 

cbus),  249. 
Rubarquata     (Pelidna), 

278. 
subarquata    (Scolopax), 

278. 
subarquata  (Tringa).  278. 
subarquatus    (Ancylo- 

chilua),  278. 
subniinuta  (Tringa),  275. 
Sula.  345. 

sula  (Djrsporus),  346. 
sula  (Pelecanus),  346. 
Sulidffi,  345. 
sumatrana  (Ardea),  383, 

384. 
sumatrana  (Sterna),  822. 
superciliaris    (Cyomis), 

478. 
superciliaris     (Malse- 

ortjx),  106. 
superciliaris   (Pomna}. 
168. 
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Biiperoiliaris    (Hallina), 

167. 
saperoiliaris    (Ballus), 

167. 
■uperciliofla    (Ophrysia), 

105. 
Buperciliosus    (BoUulus), 

106. 
auratensis  (Columba),  43. 
BuratannB    (Turtur),  43, 

44. 
gykesi      (Oampophaga), 

478. 
sykesi    (Hemipodius), 

152. 
sykesi  (Turnix).  163. 
Sylochelidon,  309.   . 
sylvatica    (Oarpophaga), 

19,20. 
sylTatica  (Oolomba),  19. 
Sypheotides,  198. 
Sypheotis,  198. 
Syrrhaptes,  62. 


Taobybaptes,  476. 
taokzanowskia    (Micro- 

palama),  257. 
taczanowskii    (Macro- 

rbamphus),  257. 
Tndorna,  427. 
tadoma  (Anas),  427. 
taigoor  (Turnix),  161. 
tanki  (Turnix),  163. 
Tantalus,  376. 
tarda  (Otis),  193. 
telmatopbila   (Rallina), 

168. 
temmincki  (Actodromaa), 

276. 
temmincki    (Ceriornis), 

102. 
temmincki  (limonites), 

276. 
temmineki  (Tragopan), 

100.- 
temmincki  (Tringa),  276. 
tenuirostris  TAnous)^  326. 
tenuirostris  (Eudromiaa), 

244. 
terek  (Scolopax),  258. 
Terekia,  258. 
terekius  (Totanus),  258. 
Tetraogallus,  143. 
tetrax  (Otis),  193. 
tetrax  (Tetrax),  193. 
Tbalas8eus,313. 
Thalassidroma,  354. 
thibetanum      (Foly- 

pleotrun),  73. 
Tbreskiomis,  361. 


tibetana    (Sterna),   318, 

319. 
tibetanom     (Polyplee- 

tron),  73. 
tibetanus  (PaTo),  73. 
tibetanuB    (Syrrbaptes), 

63. 
tibetanus  (Tetraogallus), 

144. 
tickelli      (Arboricola), 

126. 
tigrina  (Columba),  44. 
tiffrinus  (Turtur),  44. 
Tigrisoma,  398. 
torquata  (Perdix),  125. 
torquatus    (Palumbus), 

34. 
torqueola   (Arboricola), 

125. 
torqueola  (Arboriphila), 

126. 
torqueola  (Perdix),  124, 

125. 
torra  (Ardea),  386. 
torra  (Herodias),  386. 
torringtonis     (Alsoco- 

mus),  36. 
torringtoniiB   (Oolumba), 

36. 
torringtonisB  (Palumbus), 

36. 
torringtonii  (Palumbus), 

36. 
Totanina),  250. 
ToUnus,  259. 
totanus      (Soolopax), 

266. 
Tragopan,  98. 
tranquebarica  (Columba), 

47. 
tranauebarica  (CBnopo- 

pelia),  47. 
tranquebaricus  (Turtur). 

47. 
Treron,  14. 
Treroninie,  3. 
tridactyla  (Ceyx),  484. 
Tringa,  272. 
Triiigoides,  260. 
trinkutensis     (Megapo- 

dius),  147. 
tristis      (Phylloeoopus), 

478. 
Tropicoperdix,  129. 
tropicus  (Lobipes),  281. 
tscnebaiewi    (Calliope), 

483. 
Tubinares,  352. 
TumicidsB,  149. 
Turnix,  149. 
Tartur,  39, 


turtur  (Columba),  42. 
turtur  (Turtur),  42. 
tusalia  (Coccysura),  49. 
tusalia  (Macropygia),  49. 
tytleri    (Phylloscopus), 

482. 
tytleri  (Bubecola),  483. 

unioolor     (CoUooalia), 

485. 
unicolor  (Vinago),  11. 
unwini  (Cygnus),  414. 
urinatrix  (Peleoanoides), 

358. 

Yanellus,  230. 
Tanellus  (Trinea),  230. 
yanellus  (Yanellus),  230. 
Tarius    (Hierococcyx), 

478. 
relox  (Sterna),  314. 
Tentralis    (Charadrius), 

229. 
Tentralis   (Hoplopterus), 

229. 
Tereda  (^alitis).  240. 
veredus   (Charadrius), 

240. 
Teredus    (Eudromias), 

240. 
yereduB  (Ocbthodromus), 

240. 
yemans  (Columba),  13. 
yemaus    (Osmotreron), 

13. 
yieillotii    (Enplocamus), 

87. 
yillotsai       (Cbettusia), 

233. 
yillotaei  (Yanellus),  233. 
yinipectus  (Proparus), 

479. 
Yiralya,  307. 
yirginiouB    (Charadrius), 

234. 
yirgo    (Anthropoides), 

190. 
yirgo  (Ardea),  190, 
yirgo  (Grus),  190. 
yindifrons  (Crocopus),  5. 
yiridifrons  (Treron),  6. 
▼iridis  (Columba),  13. 
viridis      (Numenius), 

364. 
yiridis  (Osmotreron),  13. 
yittioollis    (Turtur),    42, 

yolitans  (Cistioola),  478. 
yulgaris    (Franoolinus), 

135. 
yulgaris  (Yanellus),  230. 
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▼ulpanfler     (Tndornft), 
427. 

vaddelli  (Qarnilax),  478. 
wttllichi  (Catr^UB),  82. 
wallichii  (Phaeianua),  82. 
wardi  (Qeocichia),  478. 
wilaoni  (Tfaalaaaidroma), 
S54. 


wilaonii    (Frooellairia), 
354. 

zanthorrhoui  (Pycno- 
notua),  478,  482. 

xanthoachiata  (Ciypto- 
lopba),  478. 

Xema,  900, 

Xeuorhynchua,  371. 


Zapomia,  iM. 
BBTlanica     (Pomna), 

168. 
seylonenaii  (GalloperdixX 

100. 
Eejioneniis     (Perdix), 

100. 
lejlonicus  (Thereiceryx), 

47a 
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